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The Levis and Clark exploration was an essential element of

the fiercely contested struggle for possession of the Pacific North-

vest vhich lasted for nearly @ century. HNations competing for this

vorthy prize first sought a short cut to Cathay. Their nationals

7', exterminated the sea otter, then tracked the beaver through the mountain
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5-«%’ ships for the glory of company and country, they explored and exploited,
L7  oatitog vesty 1ank and Wiber yansagsa tireonstel anl ixterier trnde.
w of their ineredible teils, the land was settled and civilized.
Tﬂ%’ ALl of this constituted a war for empire, and there were many
8-S

persons representing diverse nations, who eontributed to the final ocut-

come. JAmong these men, scome known and many wnknown, Lewis and Clark

™
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much of the vast region. Their contribution must be considered as an
enormously important first step, that behind them, following im their
pathwvays, came the procession of trappers, hunters, missionaries, farmers
and artisans who eiviliged the wilderness and extended the domain of the
United States to the Pacifiec. With lLewis and Clark, on their brave and
memorable Jjowrney across the comtinent, went the ambitions and the

destiny of a natiom.




THE ELEMENTS OF THE STORY

There is substantial agreement that the lLewis and Clark
expedition constitutes one of the epic feats of exploration in all of
American history. It may well fall short of the scmewhst extravagant
clain made by Chittenden, that it "stands as incomparably the most
Wwofitlm1nthh1ﬂer.rofth.mld.'l
Nevertheless, as a magnifieent example of an exploration astutely con-
ceived and brilliantly executed under gifted leadership, the Lewls and
Clark saga stands as a great milestone in the history of the West. For
this reason alone, sites importantly associated with the journsy are
vorthy of consideration by the National Park Service as possessing excep-
tional significance.

The expedition is also of outstanding significance because of
its "sciemtifie” achievements, for previously the vast territory between
the Great Bend of the Missouri and the mouth of the Columbia River was
an unknown region. In any discussion of the overall importance of the
expedition, the contribution vhich it made to knowledge of the immense
nev territory must be carefully evaluated.

But additionally, the Journey of the Corps of Discovery had
far-reaching "political” overtones. This is perhaps the most complex
phase to evaluate. Coming at a critical time in the history of the
Northwest, vhen the nations of the world were casting speculative glances
tovard this promising region, when the vast and uncharted territory
of Louisianas through wvhich the expedition passed, had recently changed

ljiram Chittenden, The American Fur Trede of the Far West (3 vols.,
New York, 1902),I, 81




from Spanish to French to American comtral, and when restless Americmns
vere already spilling into the Mississippi Valley, esger for new lands
to conquer, the Lewis and Clark expedition contributed importamtly to

the later develogment of the far West.

To properly assess the place of the Lewis and Clark
expedition in that phase of American history which we eall "Westward
Expension,” the three above-discussed elements should be exsmined:; its
Wuum-m«rﬂmwloram; its contyri-
bution to contemporary knovledge of the American Vest; its significance
umutmmmamtmmmmm West.




Political

Thomas Jefferson was the principal architect of early
American policy in the trans-Mississippl West. He should, perhaps,
receive equal eredit with Lewis and Clark for the successful outcome
of the great exploration. It was for Jefferson the culmination of a
lifetime of active interest in the Vest as a potential resource of
unknown but promising magnitude. The exploratiom, im its inception,
wvas also indicative of his distrust of British imperialism, commercial
and territorial, which he long considered to be a threat to future
American interests.

In 1783 rumors of Rritish expansion had prompted Jefferson
to suggest sending an exploring party to the West under (eorge Rogers
Clark. VWhile minister to France he had listened sympethetically to the
visionary schemes of John Ledyard, and in 1793 he had thrown his support
to the badly-prepared and unsuccessful effort to explore the West Ly
the French botenist Andre Michewx.

Jefferson's utlimete purpose in sending the Lewis and Clark
expedition to the Facific has been variously interpreted. In January,
1803, he presented his now famous message to Congress, asking for an
sppropriation of $2500 for the innocuous purpose of “"extending the
external commerce of the United States."” In this secret message to
Congress and in his lengthy instructions to Levwis, Jefferson emmerated

& long list of objectives of the exploration, and undoubtedly there were
others vhich the President preferred mot to put in writing. The




difficulty lies in ettempting to detemmine which of many cbjectives--
stated or implied--Jefferson believed the most important.

Certainly Jefferson's precccupation with establishing
American control of the Western fur trade was a key objective.
Washington Irving sptly sumarized the influence of the fur trade upon
the opening of the West: "Two leading objects of commercial gain have
given birth to vide and daring enterprise in the early history of the
Americas; the precicus metals of the south, and the rieh peltries of
the north.... These two pursuits have thus in a manner been the pioneers
and preeursors of civiligstion."™ Many suthorities agree that the story
of ploneer Americe is substantially the story of the fur trade. The
Levis and Clark expedition, as vill be shown, was an important factor
in this trade.

In one of the few seriocus studies concerned solely with
Jefferson's purpose in sending out the Lewis and Clark expedition, the
vriter flatly declares that the primsry concern of the expedition was
the extension of the fur trade. In his message to Congress, Jefferson
referred to the need for contimuing govermment trading houses among the
Indians, therehy exeluding private traders and removing the cause of
Indian resistance to federal purchase of lands east of the Mississippl.
Discovery of nev fur trepping areas along the Missowri by Levis and Clark

W Irving, Astoria, (2 vols., Philadelphia, 1839),I, 17




6
vould campensate the private traders. "Nor was that exploration before,
or after, the /Louisiana/ purchase designed as a scientifiec exploring
expedition, but rather thet it was an undertaking to develop the fur
trade along the Missouri in foreign territory."

Another student of the field has emmerated a considerably
longer but supportable list of objectives which he believes were explieit
or implicit in Jefferson's instructions, a list which strongly emphasises
the heavy burden of responsibility carried by Lewis and Clark: to explore
the Missouri to its source, treecing the course of the Columbie--the long
sought River of the West-- to the Pacific, thus culminating a search
three centuries old for the passage to India; to establish direct over-
land connection with the maritime trade of the Northwest coast, and to
anass information by wvhich American fur traders could challenge the
Horthwest Company in the riech beaver country eof the Northern Rockies;
to prepare Indian tribes for the coming of American traders, to work
for inter-tribal peace and to notify the natives of their new alleglance

to the United States; to record the shape and resources of the West--its
vesther, seasons, natives, plants and animels.’ And the possible
importance of such an expedition in laying a future legal claim to new
territory W right of exploration eculd hardly have been overlocked hy

Jefferson.

3Ralph B. Guiness, "The Purpose of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,”
in The Mississippl Valley Historieal Review, II (June, 1933),90-100

*Bernara pe voto, The Course of Bupire (Cambridge, 1952), 430




The effective overland expansion of Rritish authority in
western North Ameriea, the work of her far-ranging fur traders pushing
farther and farther westward, vas en important factor in Jefferson's
conception of the expedition. The rivalry between the Hudson's Bay
Company and the Horthwest Compeny of Cansda had produced the earlier
British counterpart te the Lewis and Clark expedition--Alexander
Mackenzie's equally magnificent achievement in crossing the lNorth
American continent im 1793, the first vhite man to accomplish this
heroie feat north of Spanish Mexico. From Mackensie's voyage came his
blueprint for British imperial expansion, published in his account of
the journey in 1801, in whieh be advised opening & water route to the
Pacific for camerce, establishing a boundary line "south of the
Columbia, " and binding the northern comtinent together under British
commercial control.

Mackensie ended his book with this challenge: "By opening
this intercourse between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and forming
reguler establisiments through the interior and at both extremes,
...the entire command of the fur trade of lorth America might be
obtained from b8% North to the pole.... Such would be the field for
comercial enterprise and inesleulable would be the produce of it."”

The book was instantly popular and two editions were
published in the United States within a few years. lewis and Clark
took the book west with them.

5M Mackenzie, Vo
of North Americs, (2 vols.,




Moy historians believe Mackenzie's challenge was a welghty
factor in formulating the idea of an American exploring party. Coming
to the attention of Jefferson, "the most scute geopolitiecal thinker of
his time,"S the volune made the President even more scutely avare "of
the Pacifie Northwest's importance to the future destiny of the
American Republic and of the inherent danger in the British advance
tovard the mouth of the Columbia River. The result was the Lewis and
mmuuu...."’

Scientific

That the members of the expedition considered the quest for
knovledge to be an integral purpose of their exploratiom is obvious
by the meticulous attention with which they recorded in their journals
every scrap of information vhich they could garmer concerming the
country and its resources. Both lLevis and Clark devoted the largest
portion of their chronicles to deseriptions of plants and animals.’
Few explorations have produced such comprehensive information en the
country explored.

Geographiec information was probably the most eritically
needed at the time. In 1804 the vast expanse stretching from the
Dakotas to the Pacific was unknown. From Indian accounts 8t. Louls

fur traders had pieced together a shadowy pieture of the Missouri

eh‘loto, Course of Hmpire, k22
Thoss Cox, The Columbia River (Nowman, 1957) xxiii

smmn.w,w-namg ¢ Pioneers,”
in University of Missowri Studies, XV (April, ), 1x



leading up to or perhaps through & range of mountains vhich paralleled
the Pacific Ocean at a distance of no more than 100 miles. This con-
ception was held by Jefferson, who hoped for a "single portage” passage
to the Pacific by way of the Missouri. The discovery of an easy
comercial water route to the Pacific would be of inesiculsble value.

The following extracts from Jefferson's instructions to
Levie give only a hint of the wide range of subjects on which the
party vas enjoined to bring back information, and reveal clearly the
breadth of Jefferson's interest in the West.

»soyou will take observations of latitude
and longitude, at all remarkable poiats en the
river and especlally at the mouths of rivers,
at repids, at islands and other places and od-
Jects distinguished by such matural marks and
characters of a durable kind, as that they may
with certainty be recognized hereafter....

You will therefore [in the case of Indian tribes/
endeavor to make yourself acquainted as far as

a diligent pursuit of your Jowrney shall admit,
with the names of the nations and their mmbers...
thedr ordinary occupatioms im agriculture, fish-
ing, hunting, war arts and the implements for
these...pecularities in theilr laws, customs
uqadﬁm....[guuningm

climate as characterized by the thermometer,

the proportion of rainy, cloudy and clear deys,
Wy lightening, hail, anow, ice, ty the sccess
and recess of frost, by the winds prevalling at
different seasons,the dates at which particular
plants put forth or lose their flowers, or leaf,

times of of cular birds
- Tlnmc parti » reptiles

Jefgerson to Lewis, 20 June 1803, in Reuben G. Thwaites,

:%wmm-mmmﬁg, 18041806 (7 vels.
M ’1 5 ] 9
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The two captains were not the only members of the party who
kept records of their observations, and whose jowrnals later proved
valuable. lLewis wrote to Jefferson at Fort Mandan in April of 1805,
".s0in order as much as possible to multiply the chances of saving
samething. we have encouraged our men to keep journals, and seven of
then do so, to vhom in this respect wve give every assistance in our
power, "10

Regardless of present interpretations of the results of the
expedition, political or otherwise, vhich Jefferson might have forseen,
his instructions were clearly and simply stated. "The object of your
mission is to explore the Missouri river, & such principal stream of
it, a8, by its course & commmniecation with the waters of the Pacifie
Ocean, may offer the most direct & practicable water communication
across this continent, for the purposes of commerce.™

Btill, as one authority has pointed out, if Jefferson's pur-
pose as stated in his message to Congress wvas merely to explore & river
route to the Pacific, have conferences with the natives and obtain per-
miseion from them for the entry of American traders, it is difficult
to explain why such a venture required "an expedition secretly organ~
iged, military in personnel and supply, including no trained scientifie
observer, nor any experienced Indian trader, but equipped for winning
friends and recomnoitering & strateglc aves.™ =

Onsa., n9

Hovta., 248

0. Johansen and Cherles M. Gates mdm
Columbis (New York, 1957),88 !




More than one authority on the history of the Northwest
has came to the conclusion that it 1s not an easy task to sum up
the concrete results of the exploration. "An accurate and full
eppraisal of the Lewis and Clark expedition is difficult."}d mme
question is chiefly one of degree; to vhat degree did the expedition
arouse the intereste of Americans in and strengthen the American
legal claim to the Oregon country, to vhat degree 414 the rapid
penetration of the Far West by American and Rritish fur treders
proceed from the findings of the Corps of Discovery?

It is a1ffieult also to separate the "scientifie” from the
“political” results of the expedition, for to a considerable degree,
the later developments proceeded logically from the informestion
brought back by the Corps of Discovery. Ome fact can be stated with
certainty, hovever. The return of the Lewls and Clark expedition
marks an historic milestone, the point et vhich the status ef the
Upper Missouri, the Northern Rockies and the Upper Columbia changed
from unknown to known. Events of infinite megnitude would naturally
follow this recording of a known pathwvey across the continent.

13“ 0. Winther, The Great Northwest (New York, 1947),89
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The expedition through the last ares of North American wvhich
might contain a water route to the Fecific (and thence to the Orient)
demonstrated that the loag sought passage to India did not exist., It
is the premise of both Brebner and De Voto that the Lewis and Claxk
expedition definitely marked the conclusion of 300 years of persistent
exploration begun Ly Columbus, to find a commercial water route through
wmh““mm.ﬁw.MMMW
shakeble proof that the Rocky Mountains were an effeetive barrier to
easy vater communication with the Pacifie. But they had revealed
WMMMMMNMMQ:M.““
This route wvas used until hostile Indians forced fur treders to seek

2 more southerly route to the Columbia, which became the Oregon Trail.

Politicel

Whether the expediticn of lLewis and Clark had a decisive
influence upon the settlement of the Oregon boundary dispute is A1€fi-
cult to document. It is gemerally held that such was the case, that the
exploration "strengthened the claims of the United States to this region,":S

“.rm Bartlet Brebmer, T%
(New York, 1933); De Voto, Ce

16
Oscar Winther, Northwest (New York, 1947),89; see also
Jobhansen and Gates, , Bernard De Yoto, ed., The Journals of

Lewis and Claxk ( s 195301
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although a standard suthority in the field does not mention Lewis and
Clark in his discussion of the competing claims.l Certainly it is
true that the exploration was presented as evidence Yy the American
govermment in every discussion of the dispute between United States
and Grest Britain over the years.1S

While Secretary of State in 1823 John Quincy Adams present-
ed the American case in a note te the U. 8. ambassador to Great Britain.

There was little if any change in the American argument down to the
nmm.w

The first to profit from the exploration were the fur
traders, who were "aroused by the exciting news brought back by Lewis
and Clark” of rich beaver prospects in the Upper Missouri.?

1Tgey Bllington, Westward Bxpension (New York, 1949), 507-09
wwuu- R.
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Chittenden declares that the history of the American fur trade begins
vith the return of the Lewvis and Clark expedition.”’ That Lewis con-
gidered of paramount importance the information obtained eoncerning
the opportunities in the fur trade is revealed in his report to
Jefferson written the dsy the expedition arrived in St. Louis. In
this important summary of his findings he devoted more space to the
fur trede than to any other subject, reporting that the Missouri and
its tributaries vere "richer in beaver mand Otter than any country on
earth.">? The National Intelligencer published a widely-printed

report within a week of the expedition's return, neting that Lewis
"Speaks of the whale ecountry furnishing valuable furs."23

This news had an impact upon followers of the fur trade
similar to the effect which later gold strikes had upon the miners.
Quickly learning of the conditions reported by the expedition--mountain
streams teeming with beaver, friendly natives and an all-water route
to the riech hunting grounds--the adventurous fur traders flocked into
Bt. louis. Within a year more than 100 traders at St. Louls were
licensed to trade with the Indians along the Missouri, end perhaps
that many more were doing so mam.a“

Manuel Iisa led a party of 50 trappers into the Rockies in
1807, building a fort at the mouth of the Big Horn and returning the

21
Chittenden, The American Fur Trade, I, vii

22'rhm1tu, Journals, VII, 335

231p14., M9

2
l‘Jo:vhn.mm:n and Cates, Eupire, 110
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following sumser with a wealth in furs. In 1809, the Missouri Fur

Compeny wes organized; Andrev Henry, one of the partners, built a

post at Three Forks im 1810, and the following year built the first
American trading post west of the Rockies. Former members of the

levis and Clark expedition, men such as the legendary John Colter

and the incomperable woodsman (eorge Drewyer, with their invalusble
knowledge and experience, were inm the vanguard of these early activi-
ties of the jmerican fur traders.

The North West Company knew thet the expedition had reached
the Pacific almost s soon as the American govermment, possibly socomer.
"Above sll, they wanted to know whether the Americans would lay claim
to the rich fur traede of the Upper Missouri River and the territory
vest of the Rockies™ > Moving to secure footholds against the expected
campetition from expending American commercial inmterests, the
Nor 'Westers by 1809 had established two fur posts im present-day
Montans and Idsho, as well as others north of the present international
boundary .

The reports of the Lewis and Clark expedition are given
eredit for the entrance into the Westeran fur trede of the man destined
wmxumwmum.“ Believing the
mmnwummamammmm

2harjorie W. Cuspbell, The North West Compeny (New York, 1957), 170
26
Trving, 3, Joim Bekeless, Lewis and Clavk, Pertmeve in
Discovery (ew Torke TATIASS
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the Missouri and Columbia, as Lewis had reconmended, Astor dispatched
the now famous “"Overland Astorians,” along the route blazed LWy Lewis
and Clark. Five years almost to the day that the Corps of Riscovery
left Fort Clatsop, Astor’'s supply ship, the Tonguin, erossed the
Columbia River bar and founded Astoria. In terms of the fur trade,
the Levis end Clark expedition had opened the race for empire in the
Horthwest between Britain snd the United States,

A Classic Plomeer Explovation
If "political” rewards of the expedition are difficult to

measure precisely, there is no such obstacle to describing the event
as & classic example of pioneer exploration seldom if ever equalled
in American history. One i{s tempted to use superlatives in descrid-
ing the conduct of the members of the party end the two leaders.
Although Jefferson wes the creator, the compelling force
behind the expedition, once the keelboat and pirogues departed from
Bt. Louis for the 7500 mile trek through the wilderness, the awesome
responsibility for the expedition, and for the life or death of its
members, fell squarely upon the shoulders of Lewls and Clark. Few
persons could have accepted the burden more capably. Both were veteran
soldiers, Indian fighters and frontiersmen. Clark was the more practi-
eal, having & natural gift for mapping and handling Indians; lewis wvas
the better educated, vith sn instinet for leadership. Jefferson said
he was "Of courage undaunted...careful as a father of those committed
mm-ma,mmmmmmwmmamﬂm.m"‘"
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The success of the expedition om a mission vhich wvas exceed-
ingly difficult and consistently dangerous was in large part due to
the character of the leaders and to their intelligent direction, "In
fact, intelligence was the principal reason for the success of the
expedition."® They expertly adapted themselves to new vilderness
techniques, vere magters of every emergency, and were never troubled
by disloyalty in the ranks--excellent proof of the high regard of
their men.

In their relations vith the Indian tribes, the two captains
displayed almost flavless instinct for doing the right thing. While
they showed genuine sympathy for the Indians' taboos and personal
dignity, they were also unaved by showvs of strength and obviocusly
ready to meet force with foree. As & result, there were no battles

with the Indians, except for the skirmish in vhieh two Blackfeet were
killed on the retwrn jouwrney. It is possible that many Indian tribes
were permanently influenced bty the falr treatment received from the
official representatives of the Great White Father.

Degpite the rigors, the uncertainties and the dangers of
the long Jjourney through an unknown wilderness of empty plains, great
rivers and stark mountains, the statement is often made that the
journey was "wndremstic,” that "nothing happened.”’ Except for the
upper stages of the Missouri, where the labor was enormous, and the
crossing of the Ritterroots, when the food gave out, the journey

e Voto, Journals, xlv

29
David Lavender, of Giants: The Drive to the Pacific North-

vest 1750-1950 (Wew York, 1950},




apparently for many seems relatively uneventful. FPerhaps this view-
point, a debatable coe, is due in part to the journals, the enly
information concerning the details of the jowrney. "They drone om
and on, occupled with each pinprick of time in the meking; there is
a repetitious, almost tedious quality to the entries; there is a
matter-af-factness, a preoccupsation with soil and game, with humdrum
minutiee, that obscures the contimuity and the heroie mission.">°

Scientific

Intent upon observing and recording every detail of plant,
animal and native life, consciocusly preparing an official document
for official use, lewis and Clark, unlike Farkman and Prescott, made

a0 effort to produce enduring literature. And yet, the drama, the
ecolor, the tense and anxious moments, the ingenuity, rescurcefulness

and courage are all there. How could the dramatic race between
England and the United States for en empire on the Columbia, or the
remarkable adventures of two great explorers, be more vividly teld
than in the simple acts of Clark and Mackenzie upon reaching the :
Pacific, the long sought goal. 1
Alexsnder Mackenzie, campleting his crossing of the contin- |
ent far to the north, had proudly painted with vermillion upon & rock,
"Alexander Mackenzie, from Canads, by land, the twenty second of July, ‘l

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three."” In the rough bark of a
tree at the mouth of the Columbia, Captain William Clark carved his

30 eanette Mirsky, The Westward Crossings (New York, 1946), 252 ]

R
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reply, "William Clark December 3rd 1805. Ry land from the U. States
in 1680k & 1805."

The Jowrnals written by members of the expedition were, and
still are, a treasury of knowledge. They canstituted the first
authentic report on the American West, and the era of knowledge of this
region can truly be said to originate with the charts, tables, stati-
stics, maps and descriptions in the jowrnals of the expedition. The
Journal of Bergeant Gass was published only a few months after the
expedition returned, with new American editions in 1810, 1811 and 1812.
The Biddle edition af Levis and Clark's jowrnals, which became the
traditional history of the expedition, was not published until 181k,
Meanvhile, of course, much of the information was disseminated by
other means. Biddle's History was inmensley popular, reprinted, trans-
lated and pirsted. That the complete journals were not published for
& century afterward, despite the efforts of Jefferson and other public
figures, is one of the great inexplieable disappointments of the entire
project.

The Journals can well be called a classic in the field of
Korth American exploration. For several decades there vere no improve-
ments made on Claxk's fine map of the West, on vhich the Columbia, the
Missouri, the Yellowstone and the Rockies--the heartland of the
"Mountain Men" who followed--was accurstely charted. "The informstion
gathered was so exhsustive and correct that Lewis and Clark centinued
to be the standard suthority on the region traversed by the expedition
for fully forty years."3*

thm, The American Fur Trade, I, 81




Btill needed, however, is a comprehensive study of the
exhaustive W and ethnographic information recorded in
the jJournals. More than 150 years later a satisfactory study of the
seientific results of the expedition has not yet been attempted by
scholars, although this ostensibly was the criginal objective of
Jefferson in sending out the expedition.

Eninently worthy of mention in any discussion of the results

of the Lewis and Clark expedition is the legend of Sacajawea, whose
fame rivals that of the two captains, vhose exploits have not suffered
from the imagination of her chreniclers, and whose chance inclusion in
the party was an introdugtion to immertality. Down through the years
she has been plotured with calm, fearless countenance Pointing The Wey
West to Lewis and Clark, Little Pomp peeping cut from the cradle board
svinging fram her sturdy shoulders. In American folklore she occupies
& prominent place in the romantiec company of Pocahontas and Barbars
Freitchie.

Historians bave tirelessly gone about their appointed task
of proving that Sacajavea was less familiar with the route than Lewis
and Clark and therefore no "guide;" regardless, & guids she will
doubtless remain. This is unfertunate, for as one searcher for the
truth has concluded, it is not necessary to embellish the facts
concerning Sacajawea in order to accord her a high place among the
vomen who helped to build the United States. > She could inmterpret,
she had courage, she performed many useful serviees, and her presence

32{3. B. Kingston, "Sacajawea As Guide: The Evaluation of a Legend,"
in Pacific Northwest Quarterly, XXXV (194k)




convinced suspicious tribes that the intent of the pmrty was peaceful.
Clerk admired her highly, believing that she deserved a higher rewvard
for her services than 1%t vas possible to grant her.

Henry Adems remarked that the annexation of lLouislana wes
too portentous an event to be memsured, and perhaps the first great
American exploration of louisiana and the Oregon country, if not
equally portentous, is also equally diffiecult to measure. But in
President Jefferson's message to Congress in December, 1806, he proud-
ly sumsed up the factusl accomplisiments of the expedition, for whieh
he could have taken mich eredit.33

The expedition of Messrs. Lewis and Clark, fer
the river Missouri, and the best communica-
tion from that to the Pacific Ocean, has had all the

achievement of Lewis and Clark which mede the trans-Mississippl Vest
& reality to the American people. There was no practical water route
for camerce across the continent, as had been hoped. But from the
time of the Corps of Discovery "mo American would ever forget the
exhilerating sweep of the continent om which he lived, The Noxthwest
would no longer be pictured merely as & dim ccastline offering & few
savage ports of call for & handful of ses peddlers. It vas a land,
huge and varied and rich. As such, it would henceforth alweys be, in
one wey or another, desirsble."3%

Bmvaites, Jownads, VI, 36
Mavender, Grest Nortiwest, 76




It might be said, finally, that the most important eontri-
bution of the Lewis and Clark expedition was plychnlogmg--l
contribution to the spirit of theiy countrymen. The success of the
intrepid band of pioneers in making their way unerringly eeross the
eontinent witheut loss was an inspiring feat of courage and skill in
vhich a young ecountry took great pride. Perhaps the grateful eiti-
gens of Finecastle, Virginia, in paying official tribute to their
neighbor, Captain Clark, s short time after his return, best sum-
marized the accomplishment of the expedition for all Americans.

"You have the further satisfaction to reflect that, you have extended
the knovledge of the Geography of your country; in other respects
enriched Secience; and opened to the United Btates a source of

inexhaustible wealth.... "33

”Mtu, Journals, VII, 351




Memorandum (AIR MAIL)

To: Regional Director, Region Two
Acting
From: /Chief Historiem

Bubject: The National Burvey of Historic S8ites end Buildings: The
Levis and Clerk Study

We wish to acknowledge and thank you for the negatives of
the lewis and Clark expedition which we received November 24. We
will see that the negatives ere returned to you promptly as soon as
prints can be made from those chosen to illustrate the Btudy.

We ghall be glad to send you copies of the revised report
a8 you have requested.

Perhape we have misinterpreted the last paragraph of
Mr. Gregg's memorandum of November 20, transmitting the negatives.
It seems to imply that the guldelines and instructions for prepars-
tion of the Burvey Studies are inedequate. When the gulidelines were
forwerded to the Regicns we specificelly ssked for suggestions ss to
their improvement; none were received. We will welcome any comments
you may care to make on this topic.

{SGD) CrARLES W, FORTER 1y

Acting Chief Historian

In duplicate
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BUV 13 1888
Menorandum (Air Mail)
Ta: Reglonal Director, Region Two
From: Acting Chief, Division of Interpretation

Subject: Lewis and Clark Expedition Report, National Survey
of Histeoric Sites and Buildings

The Service 1s commitied to the members of the Advisory
Board to submit to them by Jamuary the National Survey of Histeric
Sites and Bulldings Report on the Lewis and Clark Expeditien. This
report will need scme revisien as it nov stands before it can be
submitted., In view of Mr, Mattisen's surrent obligations to revise
the Santa Fe Trail Study by Janusry for the same purpose, we have
asked Mr. Appleman to undertake revision of the Lewis and Clark
Expeditien Study.

One of the problems will be to prepare multilith plates
for illustration of the report. In this connection we will need
the photographie negatives made by Mr. Mattison this past summer.
Please forwerd lmmediately by ailr mail all of Mr. Mattisen's nega-
tives plus negatives of any other illustrations such as those by
George Grant that Mr. Mattison used in his report. Each negative
should have & full caption and when panoramic views involving
more then one negative are invelved, this should be indicated.

{SGD); UOHN E« DOEiix

Acting Chief
Division of Interpretation

In duplicate
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UNITED STATES i

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
October 2k, 1958

1

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Two
From? Chief Historian

Subject: National Survey ef Historic Sites and Buildings: Photographs |
of the Lewis and Clark Expeditiocn |

|

I

I

Thank you very much for the photographs, taken by

Nr. Mattison, of the sitea along the Lewis and Clark Trail.

Chief Historian |

In duplicate |




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR _//
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

October 17, 1958

Mr. Rey H. Mattison
5612 Woolworth Street
Qmahe,, Nebraska

Dear Ray,

I meant to write to you before I left on my field trip,
but in the rush of getting ready I wasn't able to get it off.

The memo from Washington certainly left me confused.
There was, also, a brief note from Roy.

He asked me to send him copies of all the better pictures
ﬁ took on the Lewis and Clark Expedition. He also asked me what
contribitions I had made to the study, and I told him as well as
I could.

Frankly, I am not sure just what they want from me.
I asked Ronnie Lee when he was here, and Ronnie said that he had
debated a long time before signing the memo. I didn't get much
more information, except that he felt there was no immediate
hurry about it, and that the report will be submitted at the
spring meeting of the board. DNaturally, I don't know what Roy has
in mind, or whsat use he plans to make, if any, of the statement
which I am to get out by November lst.

I just got back from my trip this morning and found your
blast in reply to the Washington memo. Bravo! Incidentally, I
wonder what part John Littleton is playing. Apparently Roy is
not bothering to go through him or check with him at all.

I had an excellent trip and covered mostly mining,
frontier, and missionary sites in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.
Now I have about four theme studies to review and a hundred or so
site inventories. Looks like a long, hard winter.

I beat the stork and we are awaiting his arrival any day.

Best regards,

SN

=,
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5612 Woolworth
Omaha, Nehraska
October 8, 1958

Dear Bills

Thank you for your letter of October 2 and your note on the Lewis
and Clark study. I couldn't figure out the implications of WASO's memo
of the 3rd and neither could anyone else in this office. It looks as
thbugh you will get an opportunity to try your tecth on the study, Of
course, none of us has enough to do. As you know, I have been hard
pressed to get out both the Lewis and Clark and the Santa Fe Trail
stiddles completed. I am not particular proud of either Jjobs as I have
been hurried too much.

With regard to the Oregon Trail Stwidy, I am leaving tonight for
€olorado., On the request of the Recreational Resources Planning boys
upstairs, I am going to take a 3=day excursion on the Denver and Rio
Grande narrow guage railroad from Alamosa to Silverton and return.

I then plan on picking up a car in Colorado Spiings and visit a number

of mihfing towns in the Pike's Peak and leadville vicinity. From Lhadville,
I plan to driwe to western Wyoming and follow the Oregon ¥nd Mormon trails
back to Nebraska, I did not propose a joint trip to Oregon Trail sites as
I feel WASO takes a dim view of our traveling together., I don't know which
of us is the corrupting influence,

I have not had much of an opportunity to review the mining study,
I also have one on the Indian-Military Frontier from Bob Utley. So I
am in the same boat as you are, I am going to be hard put to use up my
annual leave $his year.

"
b

LA ] L o R o L O N R o e R o O B S S R s

I hope that all will be well wit.h you and your wife when tha

baby arrives. I know these are difficult days and one hates to take

field trips when one's wife is in that condition, One time I returned
from a trip to the East and fbund myxm wife in the hospital with a
miscarriage. Subsequent events proved that it probably would have happened
anyway but at the time I blamed myself,

With best wishes,

My regards to Dan Burroughs and Jim Cole., I am wondering how
Jim likes his new job,




iN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
180 New Montgomery Street
San Francisco, California

October 2, 1958

Mr. Ray Mattison
5612 Woolworth Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska

Dear Ray,

Have received the final draft of the Lewis and Clark study
and think it is a nice production. 7You certainly have been most
generous in giving me credit for assistance on the study. Actually,
you should have pointed out that if it hadn't been for my complete
lapse of sanity the study would have been completed much sooner.

I think your wife had the right idea -- that it's just the sort of
thing one can expect from a historian.

I shall be anxious to hear how the Washington Office
receives the opus.

Herb Kahler will be here for a week or two beginning to-
morrow, so I probably will get some of the Washington news from him,

What are your plans for the Oregon Trail study? I am
leaving about October 8 for a ten-day jaunt to the Northwest, which
I want to get in before the baby arrives about November lst.

Things are really piling up. I have about four theme
studies to review and I seem to be falling farther and farther be-
hind. Expect you are probably in the same boat.

Best regards,

-~
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SEP 2 3 1958

Memorandum
Toi Regional Director, Region Two
Fromt Chief Historian

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Lewis and Clark Special Study

We wish %o mcknowledge and thank you for the original and
one copy of the Lewis and Clark study coordinated by Historian Mattison,
which reached us September 22.

We have not yet had time to review this study but as soon as
members of the staff can go over it, we will do so and make our
cbheervations and suggestions by memorandum te you.

We note that the section on evaluation and recommendations
is appended to your cover memorandum, and this is as it should be.
Thera 15 a point, however, wvhich should be called to Mr. Mattison's
attention. The appendix part of the study (vhich included other
sites noted, etc.) should have been included in the msjor portion
of the study, and not sent in as a detached section. Our memorandums
of August 29, 1958, September 4, 1958, and the memorandum with the
revised outline, September 10, 1958, instructed that only the part
on recommendations for additions to the System should be detached
from the study proper. However, this is a matter of no gre®&t concern
and can be easily remedied when the study is revised.

We do appreciate the effort that Mr. Mattison and other

members of your staff have made in getting this study so far along
toward f£2nal completion. A hasty glance shows that it is a good Job.

(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER

Chief Historian

In duplicate
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Vol., 30, U. S. STATUTES AT LARGE, pg. 1225, 55th CONGRESS,
3d SESSION (March 3, 1899)

Jas! )
s i Chap. 427. An act making appropriation to supply de-
" ficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1899, and prior years, and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress
assembled: That the following sums and the same are hereby
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the appropriation for
the fiscal year 1899 and for prior years and for other ob-
jects hereinafter stated, namely:

Monument to Sergeant Charles Floyd. To enable
the Secretary of War, in cooperation with the Floyd Memorial
Assocéiafion, to cause to be erected over the remains of
Sergeant Charles Floyd, a member of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, who died and was buried August twentieth, eight-
een hundred and four, near the present site of Sioux City,
Iowa, a fitting monument commemoration of the expedition and
of the first soldier to lay down his life within the Louisiana
Purchase, five thousand dollars: PROVIDED, that the total
cost and expense to the United States of erecting said monu-
ment shall not exceed five thousand dollars.




Memoreadum
To: The Director
From: Regional Director, Regicn Two

Bubject: Hational Survey of Historic Sites and Bulldings: Lewis and
Clark Specisl Study

We are ettaching herewith the original and a copy of the lewis
and Clark Special Study coordinated by Historisn Rey H. Masttison, of
this office. In accordance with instructions, Sectiem VII, "Evaluation
and Recamendations,” end Section VIII, “"Appendix” are submitted herewith
separstely. This report, which is some 120 pages in length and is
supplemented by 45 photographs end two maps, represemis several months'

research, and reconmaisssnce by Messrs. Mattison and Everhart, This
repurtmmmu-ntormmnmmotmmmw
Regica Two and Four,

uammmmmﬁ-mmu
be considered of "exceptionzl value:" Coumcil Eluff, mear Fort
NHebraska; Sergeant Floyd's Grave end Momument, neer Sioux City, Iowa;
Three Porks; Lemhi Pass; Lolo Trail; Cemce Camp, near Orofino, Idasho;
and Point Ellice in Washingtom.

Of these the Netional Perk Service may wish to recommend
establishment of Council Bluff as & National Honument and Three Forks,
Lemhi Pass snd lolo Trail as Hatiomsl Historic Sites. However, fimal
mmxnmummuwwmmm.

Toe snalysis and recommendations made in the attached report
supersede eny reconmendstions om the same subject submitted previously.

(Sgd; Howard W. Baker

Howaxd W. Baker
Reglonal Director

In duplicate
Attachment (original and 1 copy)
Copy to: Reg Director, mroq,/m

RAMattison: jf




RHMattison:jf

Septesber 16, 1958
Memorandum
Frcan: Higtorien

|

Copy to: BPirector
Reg Dir, Reg Four

Concurred in:
(5gd.) EDWIN C. ALBERTS

Approved by |
(8gd) Howard W. Baker

ESWEFS V. Baker, Fegloual DIrecter
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