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HISTORIC.AL !10TES 011 THE MISSOURI RIVER FR~1 TEE 
MOlY.M OF THE IWUA.8 TO FORI' PECK RESERVOIR 

The dete. contained in this repol'.·~c ha.ve been gntbered. to provide an 
histoxicel background i'or that section of the Missouri River be-tveen 
its jtmc·l;ion with Maries River and the upper end of the Fort Peck 
RcGenroir. Rere the r,Iisaot,ri forces its t..·r-:,y- through a rugged and 
:relc:cively wild area, 1>acsing clown by a succeeoion of rapids th..-ough 
a valley ·which is in places rocky 1 ccmp1~essed and barren, and in 
ct;hera, broed, tllmrfa,l n.nd pl~e.sa.ntly timbered t-1ith w.lllovs and 
cot·tonwoo~1.s;, The esaen·tfa.lcy step-like character of' the river has 
ce.used this portion to be known inf'orraal.ly a.a tbe 11breaks of the 
Missot.'Ti." ThouBh nmr rel:-,ti-:rely tmimporte.nt, this stretch of river 
has ~ rich and a:i.gnificu:ri:i :po.st which is yet ~dthin recall in a 
ae't-ti;1.g ne2riy uninr_gctixed to this day. 

- Introduction -

In DI1~a~ing of the :b:..i--i:;ort.'..1ncc o:f the 1:-iiusouri Ri,ter during the period 
iDo5 ·to 1881, Chittenclen. nu.id -~h~~t its bis·~o:cy tra.e the hwtory of' the 
co,.1.,·:rt;z--J -chrouG}:i -,hic.h :Lt :no-:red., :J ~:.nd certainly e-r1erythi!lg i;ao done 
-,1·1; 1 2e:fe:cence to i·tj~ Tbe Lc;Tis .3.l!d CL--;u•l.: ex-pedition toiled vest'fffi.?'d 
'llp thnt sinuous ua.texwo.y tO"t·,o.rd. the dist:3-.nt Pacific Ocean, e.nd it we.a 
the pe.thwey by which they :re-tui•ned to civ:Ui~tion. Fw.- traders, 
f'.ro.,: r.z:mel Lisa. o.nd Major Zem:y to the practic~l end oi" tba·i; 'business 
abot~:; J.a6o, moved their St:,._J?pl.:tcs and. goods up-river, by dug~out canoe, 
Mackinaw or keel--boat, -and fina.lly by the power of steam, returning 
their fm~s snd robes to St. Louis by the sSllle meanso The movement of' 
t,roo:po D.nd the establishment of garrisons in the Missouri basin vae 
dictated by e.:va:i.lsbili·ty of' river trausporto.tion, and the opening o:f 
the Ho:i:rtana-Idaho countl'Y' by the gold miners du:ting the sixties cl.so 
vas founded mainly on Hisoouri River steamboat tre.nsIJo:rtation. Early 
settlement wn.s equa.11.y dependent upon the river .. 

Constl"'Uction of the No~J.me:rn Pc.cif'ic ltnd Great Northern railroads 
du:i-.'i.Dg the years following 1881 rapidly deetroyed the importance of 
the Mi8sour.i River as an artery of transpor"Gation, so that it could 
be :.mid, a.t -'che tUTn of the century, that its inf'luence upon the 
western country had coo,sed. to exist. The IDOdern high-way system . . 

developeC,. since th.e.t -'liin:e has aJ.so largely i.gnOred the river, 1eav1ng 
po;;.-t:to:ns oi' it ev~n more isolated than they were one .. hundred years 
ago, saving here e.nd the:re something of a paet ,wb-ich is today difi'icult 
to, oonrgrehend. 



Fortuno.;~ely, t,he s-'li •:temcut th~t "In the most abaolut.e aense its glory 
has departed1 end 1-o·i; a "Gf'.£),Ce is le:ft to remind the mod.em observer 
of i ts forr er gre~:iinesa;,' 1s/ is not~ . quite true of the upper Mi ssouri 
River. Along the breaks, there ('.,re undis-'i;urbed cam;psitea of Le1-Tis 
r..nd Cle.rk5 r·e:9idn 11hich rGneraber greD.t me~ of the fw. .. trade era - . 
Jam.en Kipp., Lotus Da1.~phin and their l:..ke, place names sucb as Woodhavk 
Creek., LJ.Barge P.ock and Co~l-be.nks Iondil'lg, l e:£"-i,; from the de.ya of the 
ateamboe:t. men, and, o:t. several points upon the river' a b~, are the 
sites of not-quite-forgotten forts - Chardon and Piega.ri,·of the fur 
tr.ide, a:ad. Cam!> Coo.ce, of' tbe Army. So long e.s the endm·ing printed 
i;o---d can bc relo.t ed to the t im.eles~ ne:cur e.l ocene, something of the 
:i.:o;po1·tcnce of the Missouri Rivex in the history of -tbe .Americe.n West 
will ie:main 't-lithin oiir grasp. 

With ·che.t in llD.nd, da.te. bas been e;a.the ed. t o rel e:te the mo1·e important 
point• ttlong 138 miles of' the r-.is sauri br~ake 11ith theu hi stor i c past. 
Tb.e1·" has been no at·c~-::.p-t ·i;o be e:i:haustive; ratJ.1er., this is a. di•ifter' a 
vie:;- ,·.cf rivar history - .nee·i;ing and possibly provo~tive .. 

I: 
... Points Along the River ,.; 

:iil.e o.o, o:i; the co:ni'l.ue_.,_ce o~ the Mari.as and Mia.aouri rivers~ 
Tee bee;in::d.nr:; · s il!e.cle e·c a _ oint o f parti cula.?' aigoificance , of wbicli 
C~pt~i:.'! Gh.rk ·t::·rote on June 2, 1805: 11 

• •• to a point between two · 
l_T':rc;e :.:-:t-rcrs one o:f r?hic is 362 yd and the 2nd. _or right hand f'ork is 
290 yds l,ic.e • .,9nc~.9ed on ·cbe lar~ shore oppeisTc;e the junction of 
·bhcoe ?i-vers . 11.'J/ Early the follmiing morning c'r:mip was moved to the 
po:bxc formed be·i;,;-1ee:1 ·c.he two s·c.:. eams, where the expedition settled 
diJ1.m t:o consider "\¾bich 'b:rancb was the Missouri~: 

Jl.s Ce._ ·cain l-ei-iio an::il.yzed their aituz.t.ion on the 3r d, tto mie•!ia.ke the 
ot,:i:•eam- tl:i; this :periol°( .of' the s~nson, with ·t-r.o •months· of the -travelLYig 
'1e ,ooh having lln,-r elapsecl, end to ascend such stream • • .. f'u:r-tber 
1Je:forG ··re could illi'orm cu:tselves • v , E.nd ·then. ·to be· obliged to 
:i.'(:ftll'.i.'i'.l and ·to,ke tbe other st_ eam. uoul d not onJ'.y loose ·,us the whole 
scw.::Jon but woul d 1).!'01:>fr~ly so dishee.r-ten the party that it migh'I~ . defeat 
t e objective o o • 

11 ~ Jln o:iitempt. we.s made to .c_la:i:::L."'y the sitUD.tion 
by oenc.ing otri; -~m eJ'.]?lOring pa:z-ties, one up each bran'ch , to determine 
1-11iicb -te,.s ·i;t.e mzjor ;;;-::.ve:i:-. l~o cle~· opinion could be ionned e.:fter 
:fi-i,e deyn had been 8:l)eu·c invest5.gating both "ii_o e. considerable di::r·:c'lllce; 
~-; Ca:pte.in Le-:1is com·U[;eously UI1de.! ·coo ~ the dec'ision on June 8th., 
11being fully of o:pin:ton that it ( t-he right b·and) ,mo n.either the main 
s.trew, nor t!:lat 'l·1hich- .i.J~ 1,"0uld be c:.d.vis~ble fo_r us to take., I deter .... 
mined to give it a nr,1;1e and in onotL of Miss !-!aria. W-··d. called it 
fll:aie..' '~ _ci;:rer. 11

~ The J.ady t...1·'..rn :hono:red was 1,la.ria Pood, : a. young cousin 
Of' C.J.pt2 in Le Tic. 
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The other meJll.:bers of the expedition did not agree with Clark's 
ident;li'ication of the stre::ims, yet they cheerfully began the con­
struction of an undergrm.md 11 ce.che11 for tbe snfe ... keep1Ilg of "articles 
r?EOUnt:L"'lg to a.bout one thousand pounds \i2igb:li~ 11 1l'h.9.t, P.nd hauling 
of ·i;he large dugout canoe or II pe:dog,.,011 onto the bank, g~ere 1 t 
cotud be bidde:n undE:Z' b:i:uab, occ .tpied the 9th and 10th. ~ &d tb~ 
crucial decision been o·tberrr.Lse, bow different the outcome of the 
e:iq;,edition might have been! 

During the yee..rs foll01-r.l21g the passage of' the Letrl.s and Clark expedition, 
tlle Blacki'oot Indk,;ns.:, uhose cotlntry hy i1pon the headwaters o-r the 
Missoul'i, showed such an uncompromising lm.tred :for ./1.:mericnns the.t the 
penetration of their tel"ritory by trappers was effectively preventedo 
The a~imus has been e.ttributed to an u.n:fortunate collision bett-Jeen 
members of that tribe end an :exploring party from the :retUT'i'ling Levis 
~d C1s.rk expedition, but, -whatever ·t;he reason, the country upon the 
upper.Missouri vas closed until 1830. 

In tbo..t ye~,r the American F·ur Company obtained a foothold through a 
brilliant but, desperate !'Use. An old trapper by the n2='.m.e of Jacob 
Berger, -who had seen service among the Bl.aeld'oot peoples in C:r.llB.OJ:'., 
ua.s ·d.fopatched from Fort Union, at the mouth Qf the Yellmtstone, vith 
a small pa.:rty a.nd presents suitable for concluding a commercial peace. 
Fortunately, his l.ittle 17arty discovered the Indians first e.nd was e.ble 
:t;o :prer..a:re a grand approach to a village of' Piegana.. The boldness of' 
the maneuver, with the f~c'b that Berger was i'ecoguized by some of the 
tribesmen, saved the emissaries from "·the butche:r shop." 

A number of the Piege.ris accompanied Berger's party back to Fort U-aion, 
wher.e tbe Indians wel'e feted and promised that a trading pos·l; would 
be ezta.b.lished the :follo1Ting season a~.; the mouth of' the Ma.rias River • 
. Accordingly, J'.::.m.es Ki:pp, a Cenadian of German descent and a. veteran 
0f ·i;he fur trade upon the lower Missouri River, left Fort ~ion in 
J"nly 1831,1/. uwi·i;h 75 men and an outfit of Indian good.s. 11 '2/ After a 
tedious, up-river voyage the pal'ty ro'rived at "the ni()uth of the ?~..rins 
Ri-ver :.ztd selected ·l;he point of .land between the ·tl·To o-treams for the 01 
proJt0'6ed e s·cablfabm.ent. It ii'aa b~~ about tbe l!tiddJ.e of October," 2J 
r.nd ue.e "called Fort McKenzie." 1~ Em1ever, in conformity to e useage 
of the time:; the poot was better known a s For-'c; Piege,n, from the_ !JUb~ 
tribe of the Bls.ckfeet in lihose cotfiltry it was located • G • " 1y 

During ·libe winter of 1831-32, James Kipp did a thriving bu::siness with 
the Indic.ns, then abandoned his rather temport.u"Y poet in the spring 
to return to Fort Unien :with the furs gathered from the upper co.untry .. 
With regard to the destruc·bion of the first Fort McKenzie, or Piegan, 
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there are two sto:i.."ies 11hich are cm.->rent: Fle.ndr.lu sa,ya., "the Indians, 
a.i-moy~d because t l1e 1.;ra.<Uni;, ~ ?·;;ion l-ms cloaed, b~---ned it after the _.. . 
c1ef~ .. tii.re of' the trc..cl.ers," ~ :·lhilc ~--..zimil.ia.n indicates the first 
fort 1-ra0 delibere.tel;r ~ezed., s-t~ting tha:t 11-es the situation at the fort 
was stibsequeutl.y :found to be unfc..v-oreblei~ _:t :tfaj -'or Mitchell, ,~ho succe~ded 
Mx. Ki.:_op., tTt,nsf'cred the tre,ding post •• 11 l:]/ l'.e.rJ.)ente,u- co1TObora.tea th.a:t., 
by au.ding., :1The houses. o;'c ·t;he mou•iih of' the .!lll~ia.s 't:tere burned e.fter 
the CCli;iJJe.DY moved. to _Brul.e bottom., 1t W ·whel.'e the se::coDd Forii McKenzi-e, 
01~ PicJrul, t-ras builto 

The si:te at the mouth ox the Ma.rie.e River ucs npt -~#1 important unt.:l;:L 
the establishment of o·teamboat aerv:i.ce on •ifue tl]_lper Missot'lrio To bl'i~fly 
trc.ce the develo:pw.en:b of' tbnt mode of trwsportetion, i t is notable thn.t 
·the fi:rst such boc;t tio o_,crate ui1on tbe rivel" was the Independenc,e, 
11h:i.ch ascended fo:r 200 rill.cs in ·l;b.e yea.r 8190 In the S))ring of 1832, 
·the Ye1 .o,rst~, a steemer "belonging to the Anexice.n Fur Co)![r-1...ny., reached 
Fort 'liaion ert t he n:crtrth o-f.' its uemesake river.. But., above ·th3,·t point., 

. li·Gtle pro~ess l:a.s mQ.dc ccri.UtJe the vessels then evrdl_a.ble ,-rer.e not · 
· a.de(lUc:t;e for t he navicnt:Lon o'Z a. stream so beset 'ldth f!andbars., ra.pid.13 
anc1 varying dtages ct ·watero 

By tho middle of the ce1:rl;trry, ste~boat develolJT!lent ~l'.:l.cl reached a 
point iibe:re a vessel ouite.bJ e fer llse on the Up].)er Mis,qouri -was a:'G las-'.,; 
o.vo.ilc.bleo I ii 1faS the oh2l.l.OlT-dri1f"G., stern ... uheeler tri:~h balanced 
n~ddcr.. B:road-bott.Oinecl, draui.ng eo l ittle es e ... ghteen inches o.f ,-rater, 
'\iitih •i;,;iin engines dJ.•ivi~ en eD.OrD.oua ster11 .. ,,11ee1., end maneuvered by 
be.le.need 1·udders whicih would remain manageable in the m.aelstrom created 
by the wbeel., they we::i.·e probably the most ingen~ously ;_~ff'icient craft 
pf t;ti:eir time .. 

In the spring o:f 1859, -'i;he J\.merican Fm· Co~ sent ai.tch e. boat up 
the !-iir.rnou:ri Rivero It w2.s the C.bil)J>Eim, -which ll!aml.ged to reach a 
:point only J.5 Diles bc~.oi;r Fort Bentou to d:lsc;lw.1•ge its :fre:igbt at 
Brule Bot···om., 1-~here the 3econd For~:. r-!cKenzie he.d i'oTJilel'ly stoodo ~ 
The se:i.9Vice ·i;hus in:l'tio;i;ed \,as bese-t with t.Temendoua cliff1culti~s1 :tn 
fact, the Chi-r:,oew& l!.t'.d.e orD.y ouc n:.cre t:rin befo:re it ca.ugl:ri. fire and 
'ble,f i:.-:;, e:CDis~s-t,er Bend; yet, the dj.scovery of gold in .rJ-0ntane. end 
Idaho cl·ee:ted a demand, for f:i.,eig1ri; trru:i.sportu.tion i.1lich tempt'ed many 
less. s m..,,i.ceable boat.S into ·l;he ru.ounttlin trade, for ~tl:}.e profits of the 
u].'.ip_er river commerce_ .~-1.ere too great o be tg.o.0-1·~d~" Y:!f 

Ber·:i.ll!l.L,g 111 1861/._, boa.ts 't-rlthcL."·•a:wn from the lom~r rive:r b egan to appear 
above Fort Union., '!!fl .:-.nd er:.ough ra::-.cilecl i.he mo1.lth of the r~~ks Rivex 
in s1:tcceeding yecrs to make it en irrrportant place :f'or ~e discbe.rgi?>g 
of ce.rgoo This lecl to OD u·l.tell"lpt to establ;lsh a town at that point :ta 
~.erve "a,s the te:rmimis: "of a ·wagon road to Fort Benton~ A.cco:rdirlgly-~ 
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in l.865., 1'The Ophir Toun.sit~ Company sm--veyed ti; town and offered 
1ats for ea.lea A steom. se:rnnill was :purchased and men sent down to 
get out logs, preparatory to building e. tmrn~ On Mey 25 D while at 
irork in the timber three miles :from. the lo.nding., ten men were sur­
prised by a band of BJackfoot Indians and all were massacred. FOtll' 
of the men ,rere sctll)ed. The Ind.i~ :mi~~ a ltaty I'et1·eat and crossed 
the line into British territory D a On "!:Bl S·ceo.rabao.ts continued to 
:unload i':reight s;t the Merias Rive.r la.1!c1iug, f:rom. llheuce lighter draft 
boa.ta moved it; up the river to Fort Benton by 11do1.\blc--trippi..ngo" 

blile la91 .Archerfs Islnndo This large island is now attached to 
the north aho:re, yet as 13.te a.a 1909 it :presented an obstacle to navi­
gation known as "Archer ts bare 11 It is one o:f' the "Ple.ces where Neih(l!'dt 
came to grief in his beet ~j?gm II during the ~ip immortalized in 
the book The River and I. £ti 

Hile l.408., The lewis and Clark e.;.mpsite o:f June 1-21 18o5o The 
encrunJ.)men·t ,;-ra.s· :maa,e on the small. flat on the north side of the river 
-3.bOtrC o,,!1- m.:i.le c.b07C Boiscs Island It ucs described by C:-.pt~in ~~ -T"k: 

• ,11hp i:-n:ote on Juhe ~-C::. 11to ti. sro·,e of' trees in a bend, on :i:5:r~ sicle ' 
a·1, · t-he ezrtrm:ce of e. ru::1, p::-.saing e. snall Is.!.Q.Ild on the ste.r- side a-'G 
2 U.~, o.bove lihich we cnca1·.1::.,ed on ·the Dt!:!..r~ side. 11 ~ It silcruld be noted 
tn.u·~ the d~sc1·iptions .of I.ei-:-is cn.d Cbr .• ':!.re tmi'orl:.unately co!lr.9le.x; in 
c~se 1:-hei·e e reJor.2:l;iou of ~ site is -i.uvolveu., ·che text has been supple­
mented by a cm•eful Z"c:--ploi;·i;wg of the cc'l1rses and dia·t;ances which we_l'C 

?- pa,;c·i. o:t tbeh"' rec,.,:..·O o In tlw.:t menner, it ims possible ·,o conform 
'their geocra.ph.i,cal. k:J.01iled{;e .to present n:.n.ps • . 

.cfile 19.,7~ Coal B::i,uks ~ding.. Th;ls :po:l:at/ at uhich 'the Great 
rr'o:riihe,,i. ..... .a BaiJ.xoad '.!3 1':::ec~s dive.t ge from th.; 1·:i.vm:~.:, is .1:·erai?li.Scezrc of 
one of the l!lajor pr9bJ.er...s of the:? steamboo:\i men - fuel. Since "the 
a-vere.ce bout b .. ~rned e\-..011t t-:ieir!~y-i'j,ve cords o:f' hard ,~c}. or tbir-i:;y 
co1~da of cotto~1-;oocl in -t,:m.::t.y-i'o-..ir h0ttr's I steaming. 11 'S!:/ the timber 
·a1cng -'Gbe bottoms 1m.ti · :Jean reduced to 'Hhe:re :!.t vas haxd. t.o obt&iµo 
liencc, efi'ori-.a uerc !"...:::\e 0 to u-til:ize the 'bi"~umil:.ou_s co::µ so co~o:u tlong 
t~e ·c:'>per Hissou.d... /~~co:rcli.ng to Co.r,t-~:m G1--an:'u :i-::U--sh_, ne:t-i;he:r· be :iilOl' 

an-:, o·ther of' the ste::t,f'qoE-:t men were able to mEke cr,:y l.113e o? the native 
coal cJ.eposi"tao u Hh~1 c:ddea to the boiler f':b.•e'l.Joxea., ·cl.le coal would 
reclat:!I ru:-ound the eil...;es ,., i·l;tm.rt burni11g., 22/ · · 

Iiile 3301~,!/ the .. ic~.'is v.nd Cki.rk c:illl;!)site of' 1hy 31 ... June l...., l8o5n 
1:Le e:i;lCa1It].)lltent ,:'e.s on -the ec.st shore of ~be .river c:l; ·the mouth of Fa.'!le 
Creek~ Captain Clz.rk escribea it ill his eatz-y for 'lay 3ls·l; as "the 
i.ro;:,er nart, or a ·1:,imboz-ed bo·'-tom on the Ste,:r,--, o:lde abo-ve the entrance of 
e."';t,.,n; Yiall er.eek e...-f'f'<;rd:i;D.g i-tater and 28 yds 1·ri.de just above the mouth 
o:? '1hich '.le e!!.cam;ped., 11 :?2/ Ell:i.ot Coues notes that the II S tone-1-1.e.ll Creek" 
of I.ew-ls end Clark 11,rill be t'O't.U!d s.s<::J'l£_EjY or Y~y'.l!l Creek on eome maps 
al!d r."\s Eagle Creek o~ bet.-cer ones .. 11 5 · 
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I-ti la 330 9, IP....B:i,i•ge Rock,. An iur_posiu.g !.e.ncl.mu:rk above the west 
ab.ore., :probc..bly r,e~1ed fo1· Ca.p-'Gain Joseph lru3i..-.rge, the l!!Ore i:,:t'Ominent 
of two noted brothers who captained Missou:ri River ste:"'--1llboats., LaB!i.rge 
UM· the pr:mcir.1e.l 1~,:iformant o:l Rirar,i M. Chi~~ten<1en du:eing the compila­
tion of' his nots.blc vrork on steamboat histocy. The i."WO vo :,,mies are ' 
v:irruolly a biograpby Of CaJ.)tai:n IAB~ge., who rruili.ed uith Copta.in 
Gro.n"o ~.arsh among the moat capable and fearless no.vi.gators of the upper 
river. 

Iu v.dditiOn to a. ca~_:ri;ain, most boats also Cal.Tied one or 1mre pilots 
(d'UJ..y remembered by Pilot Ro~lt., at Mile 28.8).. The rive1· pilots were 
a haughty, independent breed, so given to :J.ndepende.nt Q.eoision that 
ma....7w- cc.ptairis were unw'i.lli:ag to l~ve the pilot house until forced to 
by utter exhaustiono Captains frho 1rere also capable pilots, as leEt:1.rge 
and ~brsh 11er.e, considered. them.selves :f'ori.unateo 

Hi.le :r, .. 6, Kipps Rapids, also known o.s the ~le RJ.pid.s from the 
spire .. 1:ike rock nee.r the eas~c shoreo Neiha;;-dt says that this rapid 
_can be id.entifiec1 from e. considerable distance upstream by "a sibilrolt,­
meta.llic note as of a. tense sheet of silk fu,awn rapi~ over a thin 
steel edge, 11 E".nd he z-.d.do tl:m:b :1.t mode other rap!~ ·chey h;---;.d ps.ssed 
·ch:;;01. ~h loo.!t l:i.ke mere ::ri,::?p1es ou the sm:•:fe.ceo W The legit:i'f/'l"lte nnme 
of' ·chia cascade of 1:hite-·uatei, ,7e.s given i'oi· Jan.cs Ki:P:P, uho uil·i. the 
firs•!; t.i~ecUJlg :post of' tbe -~"'!i.erican Fur Com:9~ in the Blackfoot countrya 
In 181!7 he ,;:-as described. us ''a rui.rdy \ret:i:e.u; Uytltl.Z'cl of 65 yea.rs olc1., 
~rho for ma.ey yeai!s had ,}:ad a :reu.~m near Inde].JCI1.dence., Moo., ~d had Illcl.de 
the joi.U'uey to the Yellowstone end bacl.: al::out 20 tim.~a." ~ 

, Nile 39 .. 6., Cc.thedral Roel'.:. A great, bluff., 1"esembling a tdghty 
I'tiin; located ·on the west side of the rive:..·. While Lmria c.nd Clark did 
not ;µ7e e neme to t!l!q pa.i.---t; ~cu.la.r f'o1"mation., it is described in the 
e;:rl;17 ::or J.2.y 3-1..sto '?I.{ The name is of' late origin., 

Mile lilo6 Holc-in-·iihe-:!al.lc. Anotbe:t" mture1 fee:ture on the 
~est side of the i·iver wh:i.ch has received a eocriptive name in relatively 
recent. timeao Neiharp;. t describes · the "FJ.bO"tT F.2.pids" at the bs.se of "!!lH,s 
~t rock as 0 deep and oafe ... much like an exe5ger~ted mi.U-r-e.cep 11 §2/ 
but Lt., August Vo k.utz., speaking i':rom hia expez-ience in Ji.8€,() nays : 
11 June 30a W'e pass~the .Hole iD the WalL We vere unabl e to get up 
with the ChipEeWa., 11$ It V?.s one of the places the little steamboat 
had to reoort to the practice of' "vc;.:rping11 accomplished by pl..Tt"ting men 
ashore to carry a heavy tow--line to e. suitable point above the rapid.so 
'alere it lTB.S attached to a "deadm.n11 bUl"ied cross-u~.ya on the beach, 
and the boat was battled up the rapids by winding in the line vi th a 
capstan., or "steam nigger.," 
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1U.le Ji.6.6,11 Steronboa"'li Bocko A columnar J,,-,1y";ne.rl: on the bluff oorth 
o-J: the river O Ite dist;anCIS from the G~ of Mexico j by the combined 
.l"ecmring of the !PJ.ssi:;;s::.,::r' Rj vct· v.nd Hisoom•1 R:.:..vm· Comm: Ea :i.ons, wns 
t."°' . cm .:-.~ ?, 215 mU<?s., 30/ '.:"ne ;or •~ of the Mi3~ouri H:lver Coa:tssion 
in establishing tb.e chunnel milec.ge was a. boon to shippers, who were 
frequently victim.zed by the read.inesa of captains to over-esti.lr.te the 
freight haulo 

Mile '!9001 the ~~-1is e.nd Cl~.xl~ cill!!_Psite of 11r.y 30-31, 1805.. The 
enconu;imen:'G was made on the north shore nearly opposite Sheep Shed Coulee 
t-..Ild 0.,3 mile u:pst~Dl?l. from Pablo Inl.?,nd. It w:.-,s described by Cqrtedn 
C.i.. . .-,-.1~ on l,~ 3'.0th, as f'c:I.:iows: 11 t o ~"'. gro,.re of t -r ei;s in a bend, on the 
7.£!.:..'~ s id~ nt ·c.he e , .. J;rc-.llcc o:f: a run, p .:-.s s .t.r:i; a at!c."-al IsJrn d qr;i -'-he Sto.ri 
o:f.dc a~ 2 M!!9 !?.bm·c ,i!l:l.cll -:,;-c enc.J.lli_ cd on ~-1.-,e Sto.r- sideo II J.1.:/ 

W.le 51:d, Teblo R:J?i<1s ~ Tbc · ~-et?.chc:1.~0"tn nat·-..t::.·e o-Z J.;he u:pper 
1.i:;;001.., ·11 psrtic- J ~x.1..,Y 1rhe:i.·e lo~1cr r1.,er bo~:cs 1;cre co:11ce:::ned., was 
ol.01-m -men the ?f--.u 5~~ c~7•"'1Pfieu by C~:gt,:::\n Abe ::'olf, went hopeJ essly 
c.grm, ,.d in t.he ~·::7.> . e.s :L .... 1861~ C.i!.,;p •r, in 1'.:2..rs~ b_rouglit the fueJ.h do1;u 
:f~c•1 ilor~ lrenton# ;.:-esct·ed the 1-,1.ssengers o.nd frciglr!;, s:w.y.:i.ged t.bc 
lliD.cl1i ._nery.o an. d retr.~·i~~q. to Fort Benton -:,h.cre tbe 'l..i..'.}fortuna.te veGsel I s 
ccr,t:i:_1111'.mt 1r=1.s :::old. E Holl' IsJ.::iud., CUP 21il~ b e!.o1: ·i;;he ·::op of t ,he 
.. c._.__>ida, !!laV br-.ve been 1~::.r.:cd for C~ptu~-ri :.oil'_ 

Mile !i4 .. 6, ·tlm _I..c;;ic c..nd Ch~-rk c~:li.:.9"'1.te c,f Hey 2S-:0, 18o5~ The . 
e: :..:~e.rt,.; VL-: made ~n t11e i:.o_•i;ll ~ ore n<;.:!.!' -the :.cner end of Sne.2:th • 
:Pr.-·;,;tom... In . !.s entr.r fo:t.· .,,iny 29th, C:"- '-in c i .•.rlc ::iaya, " to e!. _Et:3illt of ' 
1:cadl.nne. OD. ~e s~~---~ side I:here 1iC e;.1conwcd. :!or -~l.tc ·riight .. 11 _Ill 

•!file_, ... c 4 l\.rra;; i1ii. er,, This :l\.s the "s1-,11gb.ter Ri,ver-n of Lewi~ 
i .nd C~(~k8 )!j/ 1:.:. - ;.1g i s nane from the .. -,gfe.Jo j~; ]!assed a few Z!l11es 
,.lmmJ•.;~er., on the ·,,o?,'t:~ side, and described aa 11

0. p;,.•eci.pice about 120_ 
feet 1,ligh:. under ~-.hfrll - ~Y scattered the .fi•a.:;:..er,ta of at lea.st 100 ca;i.~:-, 

,-'c'as ;es :•of buff'alces ,:,-1;.::lmus7l the 1Jater which ltad. ,ms~~d a-way the ] &,re;r 
pw:1; of the hill v r he .-c car:ried off many of the dead., These buff.aloe's 

,- ht-.p. b,~en chased c.c.:1 •i.::·e precipice in s wa:y ~e-ry ~llJUl(?ll on the Mieoour11 
b;r ·uhich vast hei·cls i..re destroyed in a m:ment. II l:-?J (Proba e loc.'3.t:Lon_ 
•Jf -~~ / ~.11 t:e veer:. :-.u_ cs 59.8 and 6006.5 tbr,m 1 it could have been 
a·i; 110.l}a 6106) 0 

. _ID..io'~ -Coue• c..v..pr"!GGcs. a r..cscib:5.:u--:.y tl:.a:t. tho ,re::::erri; ~rail Creel: iray 
1:.0·, be:· 11SJl.e... ta_~r lUv<'.:./' on the cacis or ~Cl"ta.in :maps l.'hic:

3
1
6
7ave: mis-

ple.ccd ·the. stI'":aB l .a dlo'l'T' 6 ::-.i1d Tw Ji.uin1i' D; in ~a:rt:lcular) ~ - However.,. 
.::. :..·e:plc · tillg of the leaJs and C!h.-'1': cr-ti?ses and c!J.st:·ncea sho-,e the 
tl.10 to,,be t.!le Se.!lleo 
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Mile 62. 5, Deadmrul ihpids. '!W.e is the 11Ash Rapids" of Levis e.Dd 
CJ..o.'t"k~ceiving its origio.o.l. name irora a i'eu ash trees, "th~ first ue 
bare aGen for e. great di.a i;::ioce • • ~ IiJ The present DQ.?:le earlier appeared 
iu c. moJ."e sinister form.. Iu 186o, 1 t wc.s "Drm:ncled Men. rop1d, 11 ~ ~hile 
in 1376, the m.m~ --10.a used o.o 11D;-.>mmed lcbn•s Rl\pi ds." ~ Neil:.tardt, 1.n 
1909, lmow the 1,ls.cn as 11Dead .1-:-t.n•s P.:ipide, a very turbulent s·tretcll of 
,ro.ter." ~ Btr'i.:; uh<:?ther th•~ tro3ooy tma :plural or singular, it seems 
l:!.lroly ti:t~ UCJna lml"kens to aome ~.Tater accident of the de.ya before the 
sten.mboat. Ver~ likely, the unfortunates vere voyageurs of low estate -
unworthy of speci.fic remembrance uhere li:fe was he.lfl so cheaply a 

It is a.J . .so probable that the ash trees f'ell to .the ·axe of "That English­
ma ... ., Courtney, who runs the wood;ys.rd. . at the head o:f Drowned ?-iin's 
Ra:pids. l1 !8J .· .· · 

Mile 0:-.o, s:i.te of Camp Cooke, esto.bl.i.shed to keep the Misaour:i. 
Ri-ver open ~o na.v·.lgation. As an outgrowth of' the Sioux War which began 
iu r,7i.nncsota. ,mile the Civil War ... ~s in progress, Indians harassed. the 
Mi.flso1u-i Rive.r cor.;me:.."Ce with incr;:asing ferocity after 1863.. It vas 
ueccesa_ry to estc.blisll milite.ry :_cs~i;s along ·i;he upper Missouri River, 
1.dth gm.'11.so s at Fort Bui"ord (o.t the mouth of the Yelloustone}6 Camp 
Coolie (about a. mile above the Ju.di~), end Fort Denton, which tms the 
head ~f ns:v1gat· on. ' 

Cat.!.!.) C,:{>g~> the post 1.,it.l1 whi..c11 1'.;e m-e mos~i; concerneds ws established _ 
by- Uajo1· William Clinton., of t.ha 13t..'IJ. tJ.S. Infantry, on July ll, 1866. ~ 
B'~lcU]l.1;;3 ~ei·e construe-tee. --:-i·U> ·;;he .:1.mdequate tools and. the poor 
mate:i:ic.ls a,t ham, :reouH;ing i12 'J.1.t.ar"iiers vhich were considered scarcely 
ha1>ittlble ¼'hen inG.::c-:cted bJ Col.. D. · -B. Sa.cketto·· 'lb.ey are described a·s 
"ent-l .. •ely o:? cotto~.cocl.. loe:;s wi'i:J1 dir"'i; fJ.cors am1 roo:rs anc1 no windows~ 
as there. uere no casings for them end no glc.ss." !tJ 'Ihe re.in so.,;'"\ked 
through the earthen rcofs to f'oi'm mud.d.y !)udcUes on the .floor a in the summer, 
nnt.l the ifi.--:.te.r snrnto penetrated be·~-;een the vall logs to blanket the 
lntm•iol's in 111..uter, ,1hile fleci. o -::md bedbugs ",ere inesce.p::i.ble. Sua.11 
vondcr ·i:;ha:i; tl:.e soldiexs "gxew d:.tshea.-r-tez:ed. o.ril corel.ess of personal 
e.ppe:-.rance, as Colonel S::ckett :r....;por-red, ~ea.ring un1rt.-'IIIpt b~s and 
::ro.Q,;ed uniforms .... 11 il.J)rale ~ms lm,, desertions rrere .frequent. 

A reinfo:rcement of one-hundred men uDd.er Lieutenant Horrisan arrived by 
the stes:me~ Octavia. in 1867, bu·i,; the voyage generated: an international 
incident 1ilhenaFeman e:3:~l'emist among the predominantly Irish s oldiere 
cold.-blood.edly lllUl'dered a British of'i'icer who w.s tre:velillg es a first­
class pe.saen~er. ':2J The reluctence of ·me o:f':ficers to interfere and 
see justice dcne was beyond the comprehension of the boat's crew and 
the otllez- passengers. Also among the arrivals at Camp Cooke 1n the 
~r of 1867 w.s Mrs. Sa.rah Eltz:abe'i:.h Csnfield, who ihougbt the post 
better than some, for "she bad the companionship of four other otticers 0 

wives."'±§/ 
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Though Camp Cooke baa baen characterized e.s i solz.ted. and useles~, it 
heel its day of g1-ory. In 1868 the Sio1.u: ma.de l.i f o dangerous enough 
fo_ t..he lit'iile se,r.riso of four com::-;anies, -t;otali.ng e.boU"'li 428 officers 
aoo. men. 1iJ./ I April the Ina.ie:ns ran off thirty-four horses am mules., 
and on l•'.:.ay 17 t!le J)OOt, vas e:tt.:;.cked by an estimated 2,500 warriors., wbo 
'llere rel)Ulsed. !;§,I '1\10 d.e~rs later., c detachment under Ueutenant 
Edi 2.::.::d.s fought an eu~Gemen:c ,:rith seventy .. five Sioux at the mouth of 
the lru.ocelshell River, uh1le other detachlnents fought on tlle Musselshell 
and Yellowstone Rivers on the 2~-th, and e.t Shielcl'a Ri'\~r on June 13th 112./ 
With improvemexrt in the situation along th~ upper MissouriJ 1t we.s 
considered a.cl vi sable to e.ba.nclon Camp Co::>ke in 1870. It is likely the 
soldie~s who served there were .glad. enough to see the end. o~ the first 
per.n:men:'c military este.blish.iuent in Montana.o 

Fort Clagett;, the "small Ind.ie.n tr-oding post, of' two log houses," 
locv.-~ed near Camp Cooke is o.lso gone, 50/ J.;hough ito fomer site is 
irid:tcated: on· the map. -

Mile 65.2, site of Fort Charo.on. ./\cross the river and somewhat 
dmmstrec.m 1:'rora Camp Cooke and For-~ Clagett, ie the location of an, 
older fux-t-rode i'ort. Its esta.blish1;ncnt resulted from a shame:f'Ul event 
which cccm·red at the -secooo. For~ McKenzie, on Brule Bottom above the 
flzj-~s River .. 

At tbe.t post in the Black.i'oot c.ount:i:'y., the trader, Franc;oi,s Chardon, 
with the help of a o.eprl' . .,,ed cle:rk narued Ale:::.m.nd.er R':"..1 .... .,ey, avenged a 
oms.J.l "i(l'ong by anm:iging e. JM.ss~ci+e o_-f some Indians., The vengeful 
Ble.cld'ee·i; forced the ebo.ndonm.ent of' Fort McKenzie in t~e snring of lBZl-3., 
end Chard.on moved a.mm to -the J·uafth River where he built another post 
aca. named. it for himceli'. 51/ Xt WlG poorly locateg. for trading, and 
ve.s in turn, eband.oned and.buruccl ~::hen Culbertson mad.e peace vi th the 
BlaaJr.l"eet in 18 ~5, allmnng eo·te:.bl:tohment of a. post near present Fort 
Benton.~ 

Mile 65.li., Jv.d.1:th River. Thi3 ctrerun, which en~rs the Missouri 
:Zro -the oouth, hao retei.ued its leuis e.cl Clark n£l.-~~ It was first. 
called the "Bi, .. J1orn" by Ce.-ptai:n L.e,ris, for the "gre~-i; ab\lllfl uce of the 
Argalia. or Bighorned animla ;!.nth~ high country thr.o~gb.. which thie 
river pe.sses," e.dding, "Cap. C~ who ascended this R~ mµ.Q}l higb.el' than 
I did ha.a thought proper to call it Jud.;1.eths Ri-,rer~ n 2lJ The name 
honored Mies Julie. B'ancoclt of Finc~otle, Virgirj;a., a thirteen yeex••old. 
lass niclr.nrun.ed "Judy. 11 She became -'clle Hii'e of Captain Clark in 1808, 
bol.'e him f'J..ve children a.nd died. in 1820, at the age of' 29! 5t~/ 

. -
It t-,as from the mouth Of th~ Judith River in 1837 that smallpox was­
brouc.Jrjj to the BJ.sckf oot p~ople ~ .Alemi:uler Harvey im,s bringing up the 
e:anual. ou:l;:f'i t -Zor Fort rt.ie~pzie (:Brule) when a case of the dread disease 
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brol::e out in his party. He p:rude:ntly stopped ,nth the ce.rgo at the 
Judith, but the Piee;a.ns believed they ,;,rere beins du;ped. and insisted 
the.t the cro•go be broue;ht ttp. That we.a finalJ5,...cJone am the scourge 
m3.S loosed e.mng them. 1rith terrible resul·ts. 221 

other events l-Jbich t1--an.Spired e.t t~;t plr..ce were less deadl.y. In 1846., 
the Jesuit missio!lE.I"l.r, Fa·l.her DeSmet ntravelled eo.st,mrd from St. Mm"y's 
Missit>n in the Bitter Root Vtlley with a band of Fletheads. On the 
J'ud1:~h Rive1· they met the:i:f heredita:1-y foes the lilackfeet -~d due tof':.t::/ 

~.10rk of the missione.ries a. kind of peace Has greed to emng them. 11 ~ 

AJ.most on the same spot., nine yea.rs later., a m::>re :Important .council was 
held. It we.a one of those gl'.8.l!d councils intended to convince the 
Indians that they should take up the 't'1hite man's way. Specif'ica.lly., it 
was an instrumentality of thc1t policy ·which pi"Dl)osed to gather the wild. 
tribes on definite reservations .. The plan we.s to hold the council at 
Fort Benton, ~here e.11 iihc Indiinns of the northexn Rocky Mcn.mta.ins 
could assemble to negotiate directly with two commissionerso Isasc Io 
Stevens., vho ·was also C:-overnor of Washington Terl"i-tory., came overle.nd 
from. the veet with his :party., while Alfred CUram:inga came up the Missouri 
River with the supplies and presents .. But the miama:aagement of Cummings 
eo a.ele,yed arrival of the cargos that it was necessary to shift. the 
c·cruncil site downstream to e. point the boats could reach sooner.. Hence, 
the last-minute shii"t. to the mou"ch of tbe Judith Rivero 

The site is described as "a. wide, level pl..'1.in covered with a mble 
grove o:f huge cotton~rood.s. It ,~a on the lef·I; bank of the Missouri, 
nearly opposite but below the mouth o:f the Judith ••• The governor's 
camp ~s pitchec1 under the lofty cottonwoods., and lower down was the 
camp or the crew of men 1-rho had dragged the boats U.P the river" They 
were e. hundred st:rong, xrDstly Geimans., having me.ny .fine vo~~s am.on;; 
them., and were fond of spending the e--1en ngs in ai:::lgin~o II W Cmnmi.Dgs, 
'1l:lo. cont1nued to play the obst:t~ctionist., lived on one of the boa.ts. 

Beprese!lt-etivee of eizht tribes w~e pea.ceabl;y assembled: 11Blackf'eet, 
Bloods, Pie~!}, Gros Vent-res., llez Perces., iKoo-te .. na.ys,. Pend du OreUles., 
Flej;hen.ds .. 11 221 'lhe council .required ten de.ye, and Chittenden says ot: 
it, "The 1.ndiena depa.1'1.ed id:cb 'l:l1ei:r lavish preaeu~.;a., · The era_~:e the 
fur t1·ader had ended and that of the Indian afiellt bad come.," '2i/ 

Ille 65,.6, PH IsJ..and.Q !£"his i s ·the "am.e.11 ·w•illc11 Ie~d" mentioned 
by Lewis and C)!.zr,Ji 11s opposite the moutll of the Judith. f.:!!/ 

Mil.e 66.,83 Dog Creclto L-ew.ls e.ud Clark nan,..ed thia stream., \'lhich 
falls :tn :from the so rth., ,rBuJ.l Creek frc,m the cirClll118·l:iance of a Buffalo~r 
Bull swimming from the opposite side and comeing out of the river 
imedeately across one of the Perogues withcut sinking or injureing any 
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thing in the Perogue, and passing with grea·li violence thro 6 our camp 
in the night m.k0ing 3 englea uithoui;. ?ll.l.,r-ci.g~ ,o. man, al.tho ,they- 1ny 
5.n eve...--y dixec ~iou, r.aid it 1:ras very darko 11 ~ Coues hes he.d his dry" 
little jok~ over ·be .na,ne chru:ge n•om :Bull to !log by sw~gest ing tba.J\i ~/ 
cartographer might win ~a.me by com.bin ng the "t1·TO 1.nto 11:Bulldog Creek,, 11 '::!:I 

!file 68.8~ -~he Levis e.nd Cb .. rk cam:psite of Vcy 28-29, 1805. The 
encam.pmen't tres on the oort;h side of the r iver., opposite Bull (now Dog) 
Creek., end just below the present crossing of the It>hse-PN ferry. 

Mi: e 7lo 1, Thoill!)son ~ s Creelt. lt iG n.o't possible to agree with 
Coues that present Birch Creek (Mile 69 .. 3) is the streea Capta1g_tev71.s 
ca.1:J.ed ,:Thompsons C:,:cek ~.i'ter a va1:u~ .. ble member of ow.., pa.a.-tyo 11 'E:J/ 
The soldier thus honored l~~/olm B. Thompson., not "Thomson," ,;,s sboun 
on C::.ptcin Cl..::-..rk. es cha.rt o .£!'l 

Mile 72a0, Iron City I sl::;nclso TlJe nruae r ece.lla the steam.boat 
~ CityAl which v.:.::.s e:iito.ckcd by !ndi?..ns while ~unded. et these islnndso 
The event is undoubtedly one of those t~-i:iified by the bit of doggerel: 

"So there lTe stuck on that doggone bar 
And in acme two minutes found 

There ,,as other f olks 1n the.t 2~9k o ~ woods 
That kne.·r we \':ere a.ground, 11 ~ 

Hbat uc lmou o'f the Iron Cityrs treva:U is contained in !.e.rpenteur 1·s 
orici' entr1.es a·t Fort Uniono •iju1.y 3, 18660 Rubicon arr .. from ebove ,. 
brought news of the 1.->11~,,. of m~:te of the Iron CJ~z by- Indie.ns; hei· 
11he~:ce.~o~~~ uncertain) 11 @ end, "July 14, 'i'Sb6o Ixon City erro :f'r0m 
cboveo ':=1/ 

During those troubled yeaxs when the Swu::c. were harassing the Missouri 
River s·temnboats., the pilo"t houses of l.t-pper-1·iver boa·ts irere sheathed 
in boiler pl.at.e., which gave no.s'i.:er and pilot atleg_ua:te protection., end 
the passeugers were :relat,ively ssi'e behind the boxes., sacks end be.Us 
of cargo piled e.long the bulwerks and railings., but the crew, when 
worki:ng a grounded vessel of'Z e. shoal, vas always very much exposedo 

Mile 75, 1, G2llo,tin Rep. , o ~is formidable stretch of water 
"i:.e.kes its no.me f rom c. stes.niboe.t accident. of a. dif'f'ercnt sor-c.. Age.in 
ttom. Larpenteurts record et Fort Union, "Oct. 6., 18670 Galla.tin erro 
from a.L"'Ove :ln bad shaEa1 gue.rds a.U aone, etcaj had been reyorted a 
"r.eck, but e;o-c. off o" ~ 

Mile 8002, Da'lPh:1.n R!;.pids~ Lewie and Cloxk passed up the Missouri 
at a high stage of' 1-1a.ter, a11d t herefore missed this mi«btY obs'l;acle to 
navigation., where "the chalmel was narrow; and no rocks e.ppee.red above-

ll 
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the surface. '' fill' The l:l&lle seems to he."'re beeu given in fur trade 
days in co:nemorotion of a ducking 7-.cntis Da:uphin suffer-ed then:1. Of 
tha;t event, Maximil:!.an says., "We passed several r:?.pida, one of vhich 
,;mo called 11."'..tl!)!Ji.:.1 Ra.pie"!., after cna of our engag&s, who h2.d fallen 
into t.he ril.er at thio pJ_sce. 11 70/ Loui0 Dauphin w"".86 a famous hunter 
8.:::1d. cuideJ uho bed rrlilly hair-bi~e.d.th escupea, and was killed by the 
Sioux in 1863. .TY 
Re·l.u.rning to f/.ax:i.rn:llian' s tri:p clown the Missouri from Fort McKenzie 
to Fort Union, it doub-~less ._ t-ra.a one of the most bizarre voyages on 
the upper river. Despite his royal titles and. scientific a.c:com:plish­
menta, Pr1-nce Maximilien of' Wied, fitted into the America.n West e.i;j 

1:f be had been born there. Described. as 11a shabby, toothless, bald, 
oldish gentleman in a 11hite f'el.t hat and.;;.. pair "of' the Breasiest 
trousers on the Vrlscouri, !t 11 g/ he ~i:J. hun~·erl, observed and collected 
on the outer fringe of civilization., and: :l.n ·i;he sun:r.;:er cf 1833,. was 
ready to return to his German principality with a large oollect:i0n 
oi Indian items and live animals. Tl-3.nsportetion dorm the Missouri 
was p:rovid.ed. by "a leaky,. o· .. rerload.ecl barge • , , c .. --cii-.::!ed. with apeci­
men ao.seG C;.11ci, crates containing bear'?, squirrels o.ud otb!'3r iutcrceting 
livestock.., Besides Maximilian, his servant D:t:"eidcipple and the w't.ict 
'.Bcd~l·, there were a cook end thr~c yoll!lg Crum.dian Eoatmen to ~rhom 
tile Da..,.:-i&,·t.ion. of the craft '\-/t.s e· t:;.-,.~s-ted. 11 73/ The m•i~e von tm•ough 
to Po:i.'i; Union 1-n. th his crazy ark, O'lly to lose the cargo :!.o a Btenm,~ 
boat c:tisaate:r. 

As o.lrcad.y mentioned, the De.t.ipb:tn Rap_ids we~c a majoz, obstacle to 
S·l;ei:mlbo..1:t n,c,.vie;,at.ion on Jche i~;.~ Mi~soi1.ri ,. lier tenant l(c.utz, 1.llo 
1:reG on the Chippawa on lts czcond trip ug the r:trer.: says, ''lie got 
over the ht'i,fo.s r.rune 29, 106o), o.ilii. "!le hacJ. to pull the boo.ta over 
t.2e · ,dtli roai,s o ~ • as tl:!2se ,;-era conr.id.e:red the ~orst., l,e left 
o\ll:" lF~c';;i:ino."'° boat. rr 7~./ we l'..!.clu.nsw, ~- O'.t::J,y be.eked barge, built 
with i 'i;a decpqst drci't c-.-:~ brnr RIW. st~.rn so the.t it cou.1d be uorl:.ed 
OW? BUW'l ... b<U"El mo:..·e readil~;, had bee·-~- b:rouzht alOllg to UGe lightering 
cargo Or.J"i! the TC.:piil.G v In. t-.h~ ~;:,.s.~ o:r i,he Chippe-,1c( end the Key West), 
i-c was n<)i; D.e!1d.ed, but. the reoot'd.s 1 •. o::; lc~-t~r yee.l"G aho.; that wany 
st.1a;~niboats clid not maue.ge to :ne50:;: e:oo the I)!uphiu Rapids. Duricg 
1869 e.lone, a. conai o.~.i.'D.Ole ?leet "-:'Ila .enie.e;ed above ·;;.,e rapids ho.uliD~ 
u_p ;;he freiglit left by less !;i(:t:eti'ul "beats; these ('1..ouble-trippers" 
.,.,.e2:e th-:: ~rs-, ~!~'IP.!:,~ P.~ rr2:1-~er,m., Big Ror.i:,. Only Chance, Fanny 
Barker V~oifa Be.Lfe, EL_~, Andrew .L\cl:ley, Etm·1;av1.lle, M:iner1 Silver 
Ta/;P., am :eeter Bal.en. 75/ 

- --~-.: 

Though the evils of steamboat raci11g vere more apparent on the Missouri 
than on the Mississippi ru ver F the intense :r:1. vnJ ry betl,een captains 
occasionally ·resulted in a race. Ooe .ouch occu_v-reu. bet1:een two fine 
boats; the !ellie Pee__!, Ce.Dtaill Gr~t Mersh, and the Far Wes·t, Captain 
Mart CouleOl'.!.. They started f'rom Sioux City with the I:Tellfe Peck olightly 

12 



in the lead up to . the De.u:-"hin Ile.pids., uhere the Fe.r Went did. bettor 
pass:log the:t obstacle and thereby &-a:5.ued. the lel;ld to Fort Benton. 
on the c10',7nstream :i un, :;J:ie !feJ.lie Pee ... again had the bent oi' it mltil 
the cub pilot made e. bttd guess and ground.eel the boat.. As a resul:li, 
i::.he fur ~Test ::.-aeched Sioux City three hours e.hee.d., the wiIU1er in a 
3, oo'C\3.ie couteat. 'J2../ 

Mile 82 .l_., the !...e.r:la aild. Clark compsite 01' ?,by 27-28, 1805. 
This Ol2Cfll!!P..:.ent 1:i-as co tlle lm1er ed0 o"l a shaD.01" ottom on ·the 
south Si e of the xi 1·. I!} 

M::1.le 92.1, the Iewis and C.tark campsite of M:J.y 26- 27, 1805. 
Tl.1is enc!'.!ilP ent on the south shore obo1;-e Bi Rapidl 1:as ezcribed 
as being in "the upper point of a small gro-re of JGin!ber on Ia~ side 
where lTe camped :for the night. u 'J§./ -

Mil .... 92.4, Bird Rapid.$. Captain Clark, ,n-iting o:f' the events o-r 
1-hy 2eth, says: 11In ·tho evening late we passed a rapid, which 
extended quite a.cross the river we ascended it by the assistance of 
e. co1'd & poleo • • • in t-1c repid we saw n Dow Elk e.nd hh~ i'aun, ..,hich 
gave ioe to >enc nam~ Elk & f'a.un Riff'le. 11 79/ Co-u.e.e believes the "Elk 
Ro.:pids :• to be the ones now c~.lled Lone Fi;P.e.pids,. §21 but a ca..-ref'ul 
plot·ting o? courses ati!. distruices -'w.'£1.v-eled by t.mr s UDd Cla.l"'k on the 
26th aoea not s~-pport him. 

¥.dle 96, 6, Sturgeon Ial.a.nfJ.. I~ for the shovel-headed sturgeon 
CO!ll!llOXl in the !USSOuri River. 

Mi1,e 100.4, BuJ.lwho.c er Creek.. Th:ls stream, ihich enters the 
Misaow:i River from ·ooe nor·;;b., i s the =

1Turtle Creek11 of Lewis and 
Clark. The o:riginal mme uns given because turtles were :f'oll!ld there~ 
Nearby are rapids formerly known as 1iBurdell Is Rapids." §l:/ 

Mile lo4-.J~., Cat~ Creek. This is "Windsor's Creeku of Lenis a nd 
Clru:-k., deecribecl o.s uon the north, 30 yards ilide, with some t-unning 
~mter and. a. rocky bed; ve co.lled it Hinu.aor's cree.:r, s.i'ter one o-f our 
:pa.."""Gy ~ 11 82/ 'Jhe raouotonouoly bovlne ncmenclature of this ar (Ow 
Creak, :Bilfl Creek, Cot·T TGla.Dd) Wll3 uell-established. a.t t.b.e t~e o=r the 
Nez Perce \Jar, end it ws near the mouth of Cow Creek that the Nez 
Perce village campec!. af'ter crossing the Missouri River during the retreat 
toward cana.da. It ie ab cut ten miles north along the trail leading 
up Cow Creek to the place where the Indians ce.ptu_..-ed. the ox-d.rami 
su,pply t :;:s.:ln and beat off Major Ilges I smll detachment of pursuing 
volunteer troops .. §:JI 

Mil.e 105.3, Cow :i:s:12.ncl. Here the Missouri River is quite ahool1 
with 8, m rapid, forn.erly called. "PicO.,iJt O 8 Rapid 11 .1u.a·t belmr" ~ 
The sh0&ls o.t Cow Isla.Dd were such an obstacle that a Jond:Jng uas 
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early -d.ewlo,ped. there to receive the cargos or boats u:oable to ascend 
i'al1 ther because of low ·wutor. It we ~ometimes knmm as ttSmke 
Point. 0 §'ii 

The Shrc-vcpo.1"t wos f'orced. to discharge co.rao on the bnrikat Cow Ielrmd. 
i.!l. 1863, and ill 1864-, the American· ~ Companyu s boat pU"'~ the Iod.:la.n 
armuities ashore there, though the CbmJ?smy was under cont1,.1act to deliver 
them to Fo::·t Ben.ton .. §§I · 

A classic .of. salvage occurred at Cmi\ ;Island in 1869 when the steamboat 
~at. 1. s entrapped on the sho,:iJ.s 07 f'c.lling tra:be:..". The ve:mel left 
Bt. Lends w1.th the ''mountai:.i £leet:" :.,ut. ~.;he poor discipline or Captain 
J.a.i"'"D L. J3iasell e.llowcd se:dc.us -~rouble ~~o o.evelop a.boo.rd. LiqUCll" uas 
diGpe.'.LSecl -~ :freely a:'~ the bax-, -;:i .:.'. the resul·t that pa.ssenaers eni 
c1•~, were mo"' e o~ten a.1·unk than sober . E"<ren befor~ CO'.r Islnnd ,rae 
rec.ohcd.1 e -f:lellt a.t the dinnei" t ab_e :tcsu.lted. in the kiDing o:f' a passen­
i;er by ~i::i.eer• Ev"'c.UB1 ·wi·i;h ·c.b.e .:..ne·rlta~le taking-o:f-sides by alL 

Wben the ~est. arounded. &:id 1m.s l~f~ ot,rc.nded. by ·the i'alli!J.8 watez-s, 
ca.pte.in am cret·, lo.cKCd. the will to i:-mrk free. A rn.sssenge1· "l.1ae sent to 
HeleJm. "i::o ini'orm the O'tmcr.:i by t,elG[P.'aJ;>h of the ve ssal' s plis}lt, a....~ 
tue~t OJ.1C'age<l Capte.iu Gr-:.nt l~.nih at ~l:.co ~er ii.On-th to save thei'.!:' property. 
Cc.ptnb M~):'sh ~;ent fl"om St_. tou.:: a -~, SP.lt w:re C:i:t;y on the newly com­
pl(;!ted U1.1:l.011 RJ.cii'ic Raih1ay; ancl fio·n there to I!clens Wld For-t Benton 
by ~or.se dn'J:m a·~.ge. At Fort Ben.ton, 1::e obtained. as 1hakilla~ boat aDCl 
cz-C'iT1 ~ 'ii ,en drti'tea ci.rn1:i the tl-.~ to Cow· Isl.Emd • 

.Ai'fail"s a.board ~iJJ.e str.mfted. 'Iet!Wcat 1·1e:rz deplo:rable., with the bar the 
only efficiently operat:1.ng };2'.i't o~ ·c, le boe.t. Ce.ptaill V.iareh "1toJ;)ped the 
ooJ.:a of liquo::i.", put. the scioered ... up Cl."e".; to 110rk with his men and 
"succe~ ~ oo · i:o ·troxkinf! t! e ~~~ ou~t: of the shoal.a. ir !J.) 

The me·bhod o:r moving a boc:t; through .or.i.co.l l:a.t.ero tffi.B called 11 spar.riD3." 
Spara, t1ere :r1ong, heav-J timbel"FJ reGITi"¥Jlins teleg'i:'aph polea, a?ld. e aet, 
of tJ1e.':ll, tt-.10 in number, were a1~10.ys c·2.:~t:tied on the sio.es of the boat 
neC!.2' ·.;he b~• reedy :for me. When sl~e ·1:::ecc:1r:.e loo.e,-cd on a. bar, the spru."a 
~ .. :ere .:.a:!oea e.nd set il1 t a river oo·t·fom, like poets, tl~eir tops incl.i11ed 
somewha.t tmre.rd. the bov. · Abmre ·'-1:!.G ·llr:e of ·i;he deck snch we rigged ~-r.tth 
a tac!tle block over r hich e. m:mi.J.a coble ·ro.s pe.ased, one ezid being fas­
tened. to ·t;he c,1lml'ale of ·t.J.ie boat oud tt.e other wro1Jnd around the capstan .. 
As the ca.pa·tan was ·turned. and the pa4a].e-wheel revolved, the boe.t we 
tb.u.s J.ii'·i:;C<l and. _pushed :f'o:emud ~ 1r ~ . 

When the· Nez Perce Indians reached Cqv1 Island (their .. oniy possible 
crossing u:!:thotrt boo.ts ) ,. · t.hm-e wao a cccmid.erabl~ stock-pile of Army 
8\1."PPlies· end .equipment 'Ghero, ih the·-ce.i.."'e of ttJo civilians a.nd eight 
s oldieZ's, who bed just been j oined bye sergeruit ,,.and tt,ro soldie1"e from . 
a nearby engineeriDg detachment. M'ter ef-l'ecting an orderly and. ss:te 
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crossing, two New Perce scou:t;e am,roached the baxricadoo vhite met1 
and asked. ?Ol.1 :r.ocd -£0-r their people,. T'.uat we.a denied e.nd they offered 
to ·buy what they D.3CdoC.., but t10:re unable to obtain more than n side of 
bacon aild- ~ hru.f ... sack of bard.ta.ck. · A misunderstand:Jug soon developed 
ml fi.ghting' be@lil• ' ', ' 

The J.ittle garrison -we.s driven to covar,, a.1'ter W'hich tho !miens took 
what they w--anted. a.Dd set i'i-re to tb.e :remilld.er. nwe figured it. vas 
sold. i ei:" au-m,lieB • • • Wa had pr_:t vii_e · to do ·,m.s. I·i; w-o.s in the 
War., 11 according ·t;o Peopeo ".fuolekt. ·89 The Cow I.smnii depot we the 
fi:c·i; CllJtO!'tuni ty the Nez Pe::-ce had __ :ld. -to re1_:,lace supplies and. eg_u:ip­
menJ:.. lost in the Big Role battle o 

Before letir...ng Cou Isle.nd.1 :tt should be noted that it ,;ms e.lso o.n 
.embarlm.tion, point for miner& rotur~ to the States fx'om M:intana and 
Ide.ho o Oue r..::tm-ninB ,resseJ_., the I~r:lo.J.! took on 300 :i;naaen,gers 
there i n 1867. 90/ Conditions i7Cres6 bud on the bca.·G., a.iJr3. the paase:c.­
gro:'::3 bee~ so tlir.e~tening, that the officers a.t last abao!ioned their 
cha.~ge end. lett the ~Tia:! a derelict. 

¥.dle 109. 1, Wead He.1-rk Creek. Tu.is st.1~eam, which enters t.1w 
Miss~i Rh-e'.'!." from the west, is r sminiscent o:f those 1.rood. shoppers 
who 1'braved the peril of the Indians toi- the sake oz selli!lg their wood 
at ~ight dollars per cord..11 Their :Lives were dangerous, and. often short, 
wi. th ~:~ lea.st seven killed by Indians below Fort ~nton in the summer 
of 1867 alone . 2]j · 

The ccmon sources of ltood fuel for steo.!llboe.ts were 11rack-heapa, 11 or 
p:tlea of d.riftwccd; "deo.dc::.uings.," o::' si;.;:md.ing tl.eaa. t.Tees, end cordYooO., 
whici:i was very uru:c,tis:facto:ey, if GI'Cen. 'EJ Eooto uere a.11-Jays at the 
mer\;.y of th'3 Iudie.ns 'ihen 11vcodinc;, ., 1:ienr:e: 100.ny ex.!_letlients \!'ere resorted 
to in ord.ex, to mim.mize the danger. Ca];>tain IaBa.rge placed a ,steam 
cut-off' sa'0' on his deck an..\ carried ~ yoke of oxen, which he could 
quickly put aho:re by a large t1stagiaj1 to d.rag a su.1 table tree aboard .. 
The:re i·c vould be cut into fuel while the boat uas sc.fely underua.y. 

Mile 111.2, the Lewis e.nd Clark campsite of M:i.y 25 .. 26., 1805. This 
enc&.irrp:nent was on ·the south side., a ~tue.rter mile above the head of the 
ialm'lr11thich st&lde against tb:o -south shore. 21/ 

Hile 117.2, Grand Islondo Leuis o.oo Clark took note of this 
islc,,£-in their "Courses Ct.I!d clistances May 25th 18o5, n 'i!!J but did not 
name it .. 

Mil.e 121..8, Lower Two .... Ca.li' Island. The islalld was "so-called 
beco.use so-i.na ~-ea.re since a bui"lalo cmt w.c k111 ed. upon 1 t, having 'l;fi th 
her tvo cal.ves, a tac--c ncrre:r. bei'ore observed., '1 (q'Pctec1 fronl the Report 
of an Expedi t'!oo, J.86o) • 22f The eewral ielBndo :roimd. here appear to 
be'tiic erocl~ fragments of the 1.e.rge 11 Tea Isla.xd" cha.rted by teuia and 
Clark., 22/ 
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M:J.le 124.2, the Le:ns a nd. CJ..o.;:-1: c~'l,Psite of' t..fily 2i .... 25, 18o5 . 'lhe 
enc~nt t.ias on t.he soutb ah.:>.L .... 1 at. the upper end of Knox Bot-""..oms o 21/ 
~ 1f7. 8., ~11 ° e Creek. '.Im.a is tho 1tSouth Mollilto.itl Creek" of 

I.£;~d"' E.nd Cm.:i-:•it, 2!Y uhich Coues oays "is now e.tu;:ci;~"tcd to be co.lied 
c.ft~I so1:r;e parson whose ~ no geogxap:J.era a~cm to knot1J for ho io 
Amel,. Annel, .Amile.9 Amel, o:r Enile, on vsrioUB maps, and. with OnG "1" 
or i7.io. In any case I do not aee the sense or jUDtico of thus cbaDging 
I:e-w.le rw.d. Cla k's mmes, vhcm o.s in tha instance of .. ,, • "South Mount.a.in.," 
they c.r-e a.bsol.utely identifiable, . and -:-:ere properly published. ,. o • 

1 !"umell' a Crech., 'ioraoo-th v • U'.c.~- not T"lm' s 1 Dick 8 e, or He.rry0 s'l If this 
riv is any'body 9e it is I <io end Clark' s." 22} . 

?-1:L~a 128.o. Gardi!;i G Eot·~oms. Probo.bly named f'oi• ·i;he bee.uti:f'Ul 
hc.lf-b:.:>eCJd by ·!::he r.o.me of B:lptist~ Gonleplc. 11 }!!)} Ga.."l"dcpi~ t.'8.S e 
famous hunter at Fort Union, and he ~:o.e concel"llf:1'..l J.n aeva:ml diogus"iiing 
episOO.'<='!S at that post, acconling to Ia~en.teur. 

... Co:;iclusio:n ... 

As . t.h ta--a'l;e:rs of' the J:i-f.issour:S. R1 vei~ m::-rge into the wu.tera of th~ Fort 
Peck Bes...:;rvoir, i"ts h.is·oory- 'iS '.l.ot.ri:; to comprehension in OUJ' timeo Th.e­
land il"hich .ms once the r:l:ver 1 e · verr;e is drmmed. ... oWl; and. tJte events of 
a :tormor ·\iime take on the queli ty of myth, forever beyonu the affirms.-.. 
tion or ·t.he eye. But thai.i porcio:1 or t .1e uppel"' ~.iesouri Rive1· from 
t e much o:? the Mari.as ru.ver to the Fo~t Peck rese:r·vou- is no Atlantis, 
but. l:'tri::her .a place \rhere hiato1•y ha:9:pened yeotel'de.y, or the day before, 
atlb. ,rhere· the, ste.ge liea open to view.. ' 

• 
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