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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

BOYD GIBBONS 
SENIOR EDITORIAL STAFF 

(202) 857-7258 

Merrill J. Mattes 
5800 W. Plymouth Drive 
Littleton, CO 80123 

Dear Merrill, 

August 4, 1986 

Thanks for your kind letter. M. L. Wisner turned up 
in a collection of letters of Dr. Israel Shipman Pelton 
Lord at the Huntington (HM 19408). I can't remember why 
Wisner's letter was in Lord's file; the year was 1849. 

The business about Samuel and Elizabeth Markham 
appears in the diary (1847) of Elizabeth (Dixon) Smith 
Geer, which I read at the Oregon Historical Society 
(Mss 641). The Geer diary also is published in vol. 1 
of Holmes's Covered Wagon Women (Arthur Clark Publ.), 
with some commentary about the Markhams, but Elizabeth 
Markham's inflammatory nature is from a commentary on her 
last son,Edwin the poet, in The Dictionary of American 
Biography, (Scribners, '58), pp. 428-430. 

The people here who write the photo captions got the 
Patty Reed quote over the phone from Betty Smart of the 
California State Parks Comission at, I believe, Sutter's 
Fort. Her number in (916) 445-9672. I'm not sure whether 
Ms. Smart was reading from a Reed letter or a diary. 

Finally, as to Samuel Ilrown, I learned of his 
travails from his grandsons Ken and Samuel, as recollections 
passed down in the family. There was no diary, at least 
I didn't come across one, however he was apparently with 
the Allen-Brown party, which George Stewart mentions in 



Merrill J. Mattes -2. 

The California Trail. The co-capt. Brown was Elam Brown, 
an uncle of Ken and Sam's grandmother. The party over
took Boggs-Russell party and apparently got over the 
Sierras just ahead of the storm that trapped the Donners. 
Kenneth Brown is the man to talk with: 12837 Portland Rd., 
N.E., Jervais, Oregon 97026. Phone: (503) 792-4550. 

There you have it. Thanks again for all your help 
when I was on the trail. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

BG:rm 



Boyd Gibbons, Sr. Editorial. Staff, 
lfA.TIOIA.L GEOGRAPHIC 
17th a: JI Sta., H. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

I I 

Dear Boyda , ! 
I 
I 

5800 W . Plymouth Dr. 
Littleton 00 80123 
July 29, 1986 

' i ' I 

Your Oregon Trail article, along with Jim ~s's pictures, is an 
an excellent one in all respects. I appreciate the recognition given 
to OCTA., and am writing separately to the editor of Member Forum, 
hoping he will print my brief comments, including OCTA' s address for 

'' the benefit of prospective members. · I . 
There are only two things lacking in the article - :t'rom my 

specialized Viewpoint. Since Fort Laramie was the most · important way~ 
• tation ~n the trail - and has been so bcfutifully preserved and restored, 

< ~ elGding tw• buildings that go back to 1849 - it would have added 
-::, drauticall.7 to your story. A scene or two from our 1985 OCTA con-
., vention, such as Ash Hollow, Robidoux Pass, or dedication of the 

l'f 

' , 1' arciaaa Vhi taan marker - the first white woman over the trail - likewise. 
· However, I realize that Jim took hlmdreds of pix - probably including 
· these, and they simply didn't survive the editorial squeeze. 

' , As you 111&y remember I have attempted, to identify all overland 
acoounta via the Platte, and over 2,000 will be identified and described 
in :J41.. .book, PLATTE RIVER RQA,D NARRATIVES, to be published next year by 
the ·.t:Jri.1.Y.eraity of Illinois Press. After spending over ? years rounding up 

I . 

such· narratives, it auzes: nr~•.-that·, t,qings .. keep p&pping up that I mi:seed. 
Would 1ou be kind enough to tell me-·at what libraries you located the 

'- following, and whether they were diaries, , letters or recollections? 

. page · 16_5:".<" ;M.;;.;L~·-'lUsneJ: (year?) 
. I •,'••• • ' "-••- l 

page 17): Patty Reed, 1846 

~ge 1741 , Samuel & Eltzabeth Markham (year ? ) 
' I It. 
page 175a Samuel Browr1, 1846 

I 

Sincerely, 
I I 

Merrill J. Mattes 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

APR 8 \983 
.. 

Mr. Marrell. J. Matt•• 
5800 w. Plymouth Drive 
Littl•ton, Colorado 30123 

Dear Merrell: 

On 'ftluraday, April 7, 1 atop~ at the i.nuacript Reading Room at tha Library 
of Con9ree8 and reviewed the I>,.. .:a., Gerdner jc,urD&le. There are two journals 
coverina Gardner's overland jcmr.MJ f~ I,111.QCJta to .th• Pacific Coa• t. One 
of tbaae is the od.g:lnal and :l.t 1a in p$D,Cil and the second, in pen and ink, 
1• an edited ver• ion. 

The original. journal, 99 pap• .or 49 .:tm.g .. , begina. on March 7, 1eso. and 
ends .July 19., 18S0. The coat J'f m1crofilJD1na this journal is 25 c•t• per 
image, and the document you W&,Jlt c.opiad :l• .titled9 "D. B. Gardner Journay to 
Califomia, April 1850." 

-~, 

To order a microfilm copy of this journal you aholdd nit• tat 

Sinearaly, 

js/ Edwln c. Besrss 
Bclw1D c. Bear• 
Chief Hf.atorian 

Mr. Ired Coker, Chief 
Mauuac:ript Divi•1on 
Libr~ty of Cougr • 
W.•hinaton, DC 20540 

. .. 



MANUSCRIPT DIVISION 

Dear Mr. Mattes: 

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540 

May 11, 1983 

This is in response to your letter of April 21. 

Enclosed for your consideration are two separate Photoduplication 
Service order forms for microfilms of the two separate D. B. Gardner 
journals. 

If you choose to order one of the copies, you should complete the 
address portion at the bottom of the appropriate order blank, and return 
the form, with your remittance, to the Photoduplication Service, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. 

A representative of the Photoduplication Service has examined the 
two volumes and is of the opinion that the original, pencilled journal will 
microfilm legibly. 

Enclosure 

Mr. Merrill J. Mattes 
5800 Plymouth Drive 
Littleton, Colorado 80123 

Sincerely yours, 

H. Hutson 

C-.,t.,(...,... 0 _ I{), Go..nJ:.-~ p<- ,,,.~ I'-'\ 1'1 C.. - ~ -z._ 

_(i - . ~ {) • J 
C,l-.,,~ ~ f-4- 1 . -

( c...- .r c,......_12) C,' '1 ),,1o q 1 '¼-(a•"' - Ii..").,,;-



THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

PHOTODUPLICATION SERVICE 

CONDITIONS OF ORDER 

Photocopying is done by the Library under the following conditions: 

1. The Library will generally make photoduplicates of materials in its collections available 
for research use. It performs such service for research, in lieu of loan of material, or in place of 
manual transcription. Certain restricted material cannot be copied. The Library reserves the 
right to decline to make photoduplicates requested, to limit the number of copies made, or to 
furnish positive prints in lieu of negatives. 

2. Copyright material will ordinarily not be copied without the signed authorization of the 
copyright owner. Exceptions to this rule may be made in particular cases. All responsibility for 
th_e_ use made of the photoduplicates is assumed by applicant. 

'3. Facsimile prints will be made to approximate original size of the text copied, unless 
enlargement or reduction is specified .. 

4. Payment in advance is normally required. Deposit accounts may be established. Checks 
and money orders should be payable to Library of Congress, Photoduplication Service. Do not 
send postage stamps. Receipt will be sent upon request. 

5. Special identifying or bibliographic targets to be microfilmed are to be supplied with the 
order. 

6. Service charges may be added for reference work required due to incomplete citations, for 
quotations requiring extensive reference work, for searching the records of the Copyright Office to 
locate registration and renewal data, for orders for scattered pages of a volume or r~~l of film, for 
any reference or laboratory work completed on a subsequently cancelled order, or for any work 
requiring special handling, such as rush service, orders with detailed technical specifications, or 
material requiring a special camera ret-up or which cannot be brought to the laboratory, etc. 

7. All reproductions are prepared on order and may not be returned for credit. 

8. To reduce the possibility of damaging the Library's collection of master negative microfilm, 
only orders to print coP-Iplete rolls of positive microfilm will be accepted; portions of reels will not be 
supplied. 

9. The Library is not responsible for loss or damage to shipments outside the continental United 
States unless the purchaser gives written instructions to provide insurance at added cost. Partial 
shipments or large orders may be made at the Library's discretion. 



Note to Archivist, National Frontier Trail Center 

The attached 7 pages are a checklist of 37 alleged 

overland journals or travelers' references to Fort Laramie in 

historic times. I find that many of these items are 

more fully identified in my PLATTE RIVER ROAD NARRATIVES 

and I have indicated the corresponding number in that volume. 

Some of those not in PRRNs seem trivial but others should 

have been referenced in my PRRNs but evidently I simply 

~2 i il.-::,,pf~ f a i 1 e d t o d o u b 1 e - ch e ck w i t h F o r t La r am i e Na t i o n a 1 

" Historic site as to what over~land materials in manuscript 

or otherwise unpublished form they might have on hand; I 

shoudl have gone up there to make notes and included these 

items in PRRNs, so it is worthwhile for the NFTC to figure 

out if they C&hi get copies of those items at Fort Laramie 

not covered by my PRRNs. 

Merrill j MaTTES 

Littleton CO Febr. '91 

:Cor vl,._ ~( J~-} f>'-<:>f- l,-- ,~ 
c~t- C"rn- ~J.-7 g,. 

o4 ~:;_; ( r- s '1 -t, 
_j - £ ·.,--h,.'/-L 0,..,,4,____:_ f./c f /- th.a rn~ ., 1<... , 

r-- l<>it- 1 r.f,'Jl ~ k<-d~t" , 

~ I y ---IL,,i-- I,___ ,J.__.,.. ...... , 

l 



CDIA-1 
Dr. 3 

'ired Of.cc otrn+ E r-ete, ue~ 
'_:·; S; t rJ i.. 1 I '151/ 

CIVILIAN, DIARI~S 

Two reminiscent accounts by Emaline Fletcher Hobart and Laura Fletcher 
Woodward of the.ir family's journey from Illinois to Ort'!gon in 1864. 

CDIA-2 
Dr. 2 

CIVItIAN, DIARIES 
\ -c ~-~+--,::.. 

( 11--<,f-- ~- ('n ~1v--1) 
A portion of W. H. Hart's diaries dating from 1A52 through 1A~7. This 

portion covt'!rs Hart• s ,1ourney over the _.trail to California, his experiences 
in the golrl fields and his return to' ijew .York by way of Nicaragua_ 

CDIA-3 CIVILIAN, DIARI_ES 
Or. 3 

A p pee, r- e(i , Y\ ti.- No. r-f Co u VI { 'J. )I e r q, ,U , /lo t'5 e. ~ c, t.e 

A\J.. t :;)..c, 1 rC,'{o 

Diary of George c. Young on his trip from Barren County Kentucky to 
Middle Fork of the American River, California, in the Year of 1850. 

CUIA-4 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

Portion of the diary of Mary Eliza Warner, age 15, covering the trip by 
wagon train of her family to California in '1864. Members of family, Alexander 
Lafayette Warner(father) and Mary Elliot Warner(mother). Portion of diary cGvers 
from Scotts Bluff to point abowe present day Glendo, Wyoming. 

CDIA-5 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 
.-, 

··-'c f ~ P o.s hold e v 0 --;-

d,io.f'd' I 

Events as told hy George W. WriP,ht concerning experiences of his f~ther 
George Wright, while trading with the Plains Indians during the period of 1B34 
through 1834. Some of the events h~ppened ne~r Fort Laramie(Ft. Willi~m). 

( ,,.._., -f- ~ j" I{ R. N ~) 

r'1 , 

r 
r --



· CDIA-6 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

E-•t- .__ Ptta.fln.) 

Two copies of the diary of Christiana Woodward Turner. Typed copy and 
photostatic copy of original diary. Written in 1866 after the trip across the 
plains in 1~64. 

CDIA-? 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

t:> -f' S' 0 IA '(' C. C.. 

cf'~~ rr> I a~) 

Journal or William Shires, written in 1862. Typed copy. 

CDIA-A 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 
-~:::....------

Typed copy of Agnes Ste1orart• s, Journey to Oregon -- A Pionl'!er Girl's Di:try. 
Dated 1853. This copy has an introduction and is edited. 

CDIA-9 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

A ==-=::..:..;=---• Di.die on account of goods taken by a force of Souix 
Indians on August 20, 1A5 at Fort John and Laramie, being the property or 
Pierre Chouteau and Co. or st. Louis and in charge of J.B. Gartiot. ~ ~ 

11:e.rl. ..J-o~~~"i+~0u,t-5 ~~~ll'li l'!l &Wi . (~ ,-..,_c.h_ .e.~J 
CDIA-10 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARI&S 

Memoirs of George Albert Smith, of the Morman Pioneers, 184?. Account 
tells of several sites along the route to Salt Lake area. 

~ F+---)'ol.... ,._ ~{-, L~~ ~t.. ~ /tt.~ -( ... ·1Z- ~--~ .. 
""'-t~~~ 



CDIA-11 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

;1 1 

Diary of James F. Oldhom, 1~??. Typed copy but word spelling is hard to 
decipher. 

CDIA-12 CIVIL1AN, DIARIES 
Dr. 3 

r-ecci<Xd- ,UPS }'l:,,5 

\\~ped wp0 
A Tri Across the Plains in 1~62. Di::iry of Hamilton Scott. This is 

ta.ken from Hamil ton Scott's diary with additional notes by Alvin Zaring, 
one ofthe party.• 

CDIA-13 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIF.S 

------ -~ Boo notice for publication of Joseph A. Stuart's dia.r--y, My Roving Life, 
1895. 

CDIA-14 CIVILIAN, DIARH'.S 
Dr. 3 

Diary kept hy Vincent Page Lyman, while traveling with a family named Welsh 
in 1860. References to Fort Laramie. 

CDIA-15 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

j-(' , •. ,, .,-/ C ( /·; ,.J err , 
(........, r --- e 11.. r1.w.J 

Diary of John Luper and the reminiscent "Memories of the Trip Across the 
Plains" by his ni"!ce, Sarah Jane Luper Douglas. Typed copy. 

CDIA-16 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

Anderson's narra tive of a Ride to the Rocky Mountains in 1834. 
)"Fl·um, ro e r ~mi Mlct1lffitl, Vo·lt1me 1'9,- 6 . ~1, Au umn, . ·A" , Montana 
[ University, Missoula, Montana. _ ----- - -

Copi"rl. 
State 

; 



CDIA-17 
Dr. 3 

J( 
\n. e ~ ,, 

CIVILIAN, OIARIF.S 

; \--'s c.ol!ec-i-1•:>i\ o~= (H"'11;:•·,·: 

1_, s 1:✓, :/ ,110 fer i' o I 

Copy of the "Original Dbry" by Fred Hans when he was a scout for the 
Government at Fort Laramie. 

CDIA-113 
Dr. 3 

' ,.,. 
CIVILIAN, DIARIE.5 

~ ,.. -:-- .. . r 
, J , 

Two copies of the diary of Rev. Jason Lee, 1834. 

CDIA-19 
Dr. 3 

vv.) 

CIVILIAN, DI~RIES 

~ry. of the Ov~r l anrt Trail 1849, and letter of 1849-50 of "Captain" David 
Dewolf. 

CDIA-20 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIA1IES 

l?u.\i\:sk~ c.. 
Portions of Father DeSm) t's diary of 1841. Portion is about Fort Laramie 

(Ft. John) and the surrounding country •. 

CDTA-21 
Dr. 3 1 C/15 pho}JD 

CIVILIAN, DIARIF.S 

ea-pi - 1'-0 . : ~ ,d_ i c..G i:;.:;,,_~ j .:;;,Q/j'{QL-
f 

A Journal of R. s. Daily, about his travels from Council Bluff, Iowa 
to Hangtown, California, 1850. 

CDIA-22 
Dr. 3 

f,)V...,~. 
',; 

,-, , r, 
,rc..._c '"" 'c.. 

CIVILIAN, DIARIFS 

I \J ,, 
' I 

/ 

\\, \<n '(\\ -., 't~, ', \ '.\ , ~\'u. ~ 5 fu O l) 
\ 

Alexande r Ramsay and the Covered Wagon Journalists of 1~49. Two copies. 



CDIA-23 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

(!~dlJV~ ,I.. 940 ~ 

Joseph Rhodes an<i the California Gold Rush 0£ 1A50. By Merrill Mattes. 

CDIA-24 
Dr. '3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIBS 

r, 
O'T-

The dlary of George G1.bbs, no date • 
._....__ ____________ _c_---.---------, 

CDIA-25 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

., + - -, 

Diary of Mrs. Elizabeth Dixon Smith Geer. 1848. 

CDIA-26 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIF-5 

Correspondence concerning diaries of the Donner Par~y sent to David L. 
Hieb, Superintendent at FOLA, 1953. 

CDIA-27 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

Journal and report by Dr. Marcus Whitman of his tour of exploration 
with Rev. Samual Parker in 1~35 bey,ond the Rocky Mountains. 

CDIA-28 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARI«:S 

! ' 1·,~-,Gf_ ·- n ",- ,,•, ,,,, f O {I c 
r O f--- - . '-') 

( P 1er2A.r.:. u 2-o<-t'l ) 

c,,P Sc! M re e 

Trails of Yester<iay:, by John Bratt, 1866. Tells of Or~gon Trail Journey. 



CDIA-29 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

to~ i t S ~ -~ M. o l" tr ~ , o f ~ J ont, ~ ,iJ t' 5 f Cj "fl 'f' 

~tell... I 2,. , S" ) 

June 13 through June 19 entries 6rom the "Overland Trip to Calif orni~ in 
1852" di~ry of Eliz9 McAulay•s. 

CDTA-30 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES 

Portion of the John Denny Di• ry written at Fort Laramie, July 24, year 
unknown. Writer is a Wells Fargo employ~e and notes are about his wife. 

CDIA-'31 
Dr. 3 

CIVILIAN, DIARI~S 

c ()~~po"~~ 
Ct> I\U,,,t-- ~t\ (l. ~ OI 'M-~ 

J.'J- ,c \ . -~~ G 

(!RreAI, L \3~3) 
f U es fio 1\5 

Correspond~nce relating to :md a copy of the Di,awidciie Journal, "Overland 
From Indiana To Oregon". About travel on the Oregon Trail in 1853. 

- - - -enn:12 
Dr. 3 

_,,,. 

~ _, 

CIVILIAN, DIARIES L 
/' .(2.. 

'l"..0 S' 0 \,\.' ,_. 

-----------, 

copy of the Colbert Stewart diary of the AmericAn Fur Co •• Thia 
por e· h~ diary concerns the area f! where Fort William would l~tter be 
built. 

CDIA-33 
Dr. 3 CIVILIAN, DIARI~..S 

'½;t,_J ~ ,-o-m D t-- 1' ~ - I~ 'S 1 

Portion of' Major H?ward Egan• s diary who was in a wagon train composeri .. 
of Mormens that passed ·through Fort Laramie on June 2, 1847. 

CJV-34 
Dr.J 

Civilian, Diaries 

:.. lett"? :t· Dateu April 17, 1850 Sacremento City Calif. 

A Journal for 18~0 containing a condensed account of the dangers and 

emergencies incident to the overland trail 



CDIA - 3.5 
Dr. 3 Civilian Diary- Steven Forsdick: 

,, t 

~ d rnanuscri t ~f the life & travels of Forsdick. Written in 1922 at 
tc}ney- Ne was a cook for Tutt at Fort Laramie 1856. 

CDIA-Jb 
Dr3 ,\,ti:'?~ 

..._;, 

~K/.r"~ #'- ,rrj 

Civilian Diary-_ Jam.es w. Olfield 

Account Written by offield at the a~e 76, 1919. on family & Travels. 

[.-1tof ...__ f'R~t~j 

· Civilian Uiar• 
A Trip Asross the Plains Stewart Bates Eakin Jr. 

·, i' 

l,l3.ry re: ort larnmte J!lne S, 1%6 thronE;h June 12, 1866. 
A short sketch of 2 trj, ~~ro~~ th 1 · b 

NI CDIA-3t1 
Dr. 3 

· · -, '~ •'"' .e P a1.ns :,· S. B. Eakin ?ar:1ily 1%6. 

Cj_vilinn Diary 
\'lilll.arn H. Kilgore califorma Trail 

Diary of Wil11 am Kilgore Written lBS0-51 for <it. on 2. California 
Expedition. 

-
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198 s. 

M11rrill J. Mattes collection of overland journal 

(CASL) 
from California State Library,/4 Special Collections 

P. o. Box 2037, Sacramento CA 95809 

PRRNs No. Author, travel date, description 

58 Mrs/ Benjamin (Nancy) Kelsey, 1841, recollections, 
copy from GRIZZLY BEAR (1915) pp. 6-7 

574 

199 

714 

803 

609 

833 

1016 

1309 

: 968 

1608 

1897 

Alexander B. Nixon, 1849, diary, t.t. of ms, 38 pp. 

Daniel Rhoads, 
in BULLETIN, 

1846, and ' .Amanda Rhoads, 1846, letters 
PIONEERrs OF SANTA CLARA CT (1965) 

E • C . Axton , 1 8 5 0 , rec o 11 e ct f ions , t . t . , pp . 7 - 11 , 
Sweasey Family Papers 

Andrew Hall Gilmore, 1850, diary, t.t., 29 pp. 

o. R·. Rowland, 1849, letters,t. :t ,. · of ms., 1 pp. 

Edward Henry, 1850, letters, t.t. fo ms., 6 pp. 

E. B. Winans, 1850, letter, t.t. of ms . . l p. 

Mary Alexander Variel, 1852, recollections in GR ' ZZZLY 
BEAR (1907), pp. 30-76 passim (under Wm. J. variel) 

Sid s. Smith, 1850, letter, fac of t.t. of ms., 5 pp. 

Nancy Campbell Lowell, 1857, . recollections, in Ruth 
Petersons's "Across the Plains," t.t., 3 ppp. 

B. P. Lewis, 1863, diary, fac of ms., 54 pp. 

1818 Marie Nash, 1861, diary, t.t. of ms., 12 pp. 

1162 Wm. c. Farnsworth, 1852, letter of 1868, t.t., 4 pp. 

r· 1 

1 

-1946 Mrs. B. C. Epperson, diary in HISTORY OF COLUSA COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA, San Fracisco, 1880, pp. 121-32 (from microfilm) 

{ 

*1275 

. *NOT~: 

Wm • Lee Scarborough , 1 8 5 2 , d i a r y , t . t . of ms • , 4 4 pp • 

copy of this last item was presented to me by owner 
of the ms. b efo re he presented the original m~. to 
CASL. Therefore, technically, permission to hold at 
NSHS not legally required but usual restrictions still 
apply because CASL now has the original ms. 



Mattes colleciton of overland journal copies, part :CC: 

PRRN No., author, travel date, description 

from Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven CN (~vBL) 

688 William Woodward, 1849, diary/letters, 20 pp. 

662 T. J. Van Dorn, 1849, diary, t.t. of ms., 54 pp. 

613 H. c. St. Clair, journal, t.t. of ms., 109 pp. 

983 Jospeh Summers, 1850, letters, t.t. of ms., 12 pp. 

1020 Andrew Woods, 1850, diary, t.t . of ms., 13 pp. 

1507 Wesley Tonner, 1854, letter, t.t. of ms.,8 pp. (Burrell Coll) 

from Jo slyn Art Museum, Omaha (so~L) 
1500 Sarah Smith, 1854, letters, t.t. of ms., 7 pp. 

from A.meri~an Antiq uarian Society, Wo rcester MA ( A-A~.S) 

842 John Howlett, 1850, letter, t.t. of ms., 5 pp. 

1515 David Auguste Burr, 1855, diary, ms., copy 40 pp. 

from · Ohio Hi st or i ca 1 s o c i et y , I - 7 1 & 1 7th Ave . , Co 1 u m b u s OH 4 9 D 1 ( O 1-f l+.S) 
1011 

1110 

1230 

1281 

1208 

Dr. James Williams, 1850, letters, t.t. of ms., 8 pp. 

J. H. Beresford, 1852, diary, t.t. of ms., 45 pp. 

J .. H. McDonald, 1852, letter t.t. of ms., 4 pp. 

Robert Lee Sharp, 1852, LIFE & DIARY OF. .fac, 4 47 pp. 

John Franklin Johnston, 1852, recollecs, t.t. of pp. 1-17 

from Barker Memorial Library, University of Texas, Austin 78713 {-t-QX~) 

;298 Joseph C. Terrell, recollecs in REMINISCENCES OF EARLY DAYS 
IN FORT WORTH (1906) fac. pp. 76-91. 



Mattes collection of overland journal copies, Part .lXI" 

PRRN No., author, tr.ave.i' datli!, description 

from Calif o r.nia Histo r i c al Soc i e t y, 2 09 9 P ac i fi c Av e ., San (cA~s) 
Francisco CA 94109 

79 Mary Furlong, 1843, recollecitons, t.t. of t.t., 2 pp. 

166 David Campbell, 1846, recollections, t.t. of article 
in PORTERVILE WEEKLY REVIEW, 1899, 9 pp. NOTEE: 
permission to retain this not needed, this copy sent 
to me by a descendant •• 

1007 st el> he n Wh i t e , 1 8 5 O , r e co 11 e c t i on s , t . t . o f ms • , 2 4 pp • 

from Michiqran Historical Collections, Ben ~J:_ey_ }!i_s _toz:i _cal Li b r a ry, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 48109 

689 Charles I. Fonda, 1850, recollecs., t. t., 13 pp. 

1095 

1556 

Aaron Abbott, 1852, letter, ms. copy , 3 pp. 

Eli Augustus Griffin, 1856, diary, ms., copy, 20 pp. 

(~•~) 

from Marshall Gold Discovery Area, Colom a , California (.s.f-o..h..__ r"""1c..) 
571 Felix c. Negley, 1849, diary, t.t. of ms., 18 pp. 

from Buffalo Township Public Library, Polo, IL (PuLo) 

915 

from 

Solomon Ousterhoudt, 
TRI-COUNTY PRESS, 

"Ox Train Diary," 
March 23, 1961 

fac from POLO 

H i s t or i c a l Soc i e t , Rm . 1 0 3 , I n d e en d e n c e 'f C. ~S) 
Square Courthouse, Independence MO 64050 

663 Allen Varner, 1849, letters, facs of originsls in HUNT 

597 Hugh Morgan Price & Franklin Price, 1849, diary, fac. 21 pp. 

722 G. T. Barron, 1850, letters, facs of ms. , 5 PP· 

807 w. A. Gordon, 1850, t.t. of ms., 30 PP· (original at WYUL) 

827 M. J. Harris, 1850, letters, t. t. of ms., 5 pp. 

NOT IN PRRNs - Septimus Scholl, t . t . of letters ( 2 ) 1849 



Mattes Collection of overland journal copies, part Ill' 

PRRN No,, author, travel date, description {tl\JfL.) 
fcom Indiana state Library, 140 N. Senate, Indianapolis IN 46204 

95 John M. Shively, 1843, recoolections, t.t., 19 pp. 

584 Dr. Septer Patrick, 1849, letters, fac of WABASH COURIER, 
Terre Haute, IN Apri! 7, 1849 to March 30, 1850 passim 

954 James A. Seaton, 1850, diary, fac. of RICHMOND PALLADIUM 
Aug. 1-6, 1942 

1081 A. M. Springer, 1851, letters, mss.,copies, 13 pp. 

1757 wasshington Conley, 1860, diary, fac of copy of ms., 43 pp. 

598 John Prichet, 1849, diary, t.t. of ms., pp. "-"-86 

744 Samuel Cady, 1850, recollections, clipping fac from 
VERSAILLES (Indiana) REPUBLICAN, n.d. 

975 Henry w. Starr, 1850, diary. t.t. of ms., 63 pp. 

513 Jacob Kellar, 1849, letter, ms. copy, 2 pp. 

663 Allen Varner, 1849, fac of ms. letter, 4 pp. (original at HUNT 

from Indiana Historical Society, 315 w. Ohio St. Indianapoliss 46202 

815 Christian Gros, 1850, letteers, t . t . of ms., 16 pp. 
( I I\'.+~) 

from Iowa Historical Society, Iowa C~ity IO 52240 (to~~) 
908 Alphonso & Hanna B. Newcomb, 1850, diary fragments, ms., 

cxcopies of ms., 9 pp., letter, 4 pp., recollecs, 14 pp . 

. 922 · Henry Harding Patrick, 1850, t.t. of letters, 5 pp. 

1951 Wilson Fryberger, 1864, diary, ms., 10 pp. 

from Noctbxest Collections, Penrose Memorial Library, (we~~) 
Whitman College, Walla Walla WA 99362 . 

33 William Gray, 1836-37, copy of "Journal," WHITMAN COLLEGE 
quarterly 16 (1913) 7-76/ 



Merrill J. Mattes overland journal copies 

PRRN No., author, travel date, description 

from Fort St, Joseph Museum, Niles, Michigan 49120 

367 "Dr. Bonine," 1849, diary, t.t. of ms., 100 pp. 

from Pete Jones, 507 w. Hill Ave., Wabash IN 4 6992, who placed 

1493 

copy in the Wabash Carnegie Public Library, Wabash IN, \ 
E i the r he or o r i g i n a 1 own e r ( name n o t d i s c l o s e d t o me ) (wc. PL. ) 
can give authority for placement at NSHS 

John Neff, 1854, t.t. of mss., 14 pp. 

from Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio 

602 Berenard J. Reid, letter, fac.of oriqianl ms. 
Pennsylvania Historical Magazine v. 44 (1961) 

in WESTERN 
217-35. 

from Minnesota Historical Society1500 Mississippi, St. Paul MN 55101 

338 James Scott Abell, 1849, journal, copy of ms., 55 PP· {MNli-.S) 

754 A, H, Chapman, 
, CQPY 42 1850, diary, ms;, PP· 

800 G, p, Garlick, 1850, journal, t.t. of ms., 36 PP· 

from ptah Historical Society, Salt Lake City 

1551 Joseph Benson Elder, 1856,- journal!, t.t. , 66 pp. 

752·and 1043, Albert Carrington, 1850 and 1851, disaries in 
, HEART THROBS OF THE WEST-, S,L.·"C., 1947, PP• 77-97, 110-124 

f~om Iliff School of Theology, Denver 

580 Rev. Isaac Owen, 1849, 
HISTORY v. 11 (July, 

copy of letters in METEHODIST 
1973) 46-54. 



Mattes Colleciton of overland journal copies ,:iIC 

from Oregon Historical Society, 
Portland OR 97205 

1230 s.w. Park Ave., 

PRRNs No., author, travel date, description 

182 J.M. Harrison, 1846, recollections, t.t. 18 pp. 

James o. Raynor, 1847, journal t.t. ? PP· 265 

1075 Robert H. Renshaw, 1851, diary, t.t. , 33 pp. 

114? William Cornell, 1852, diary copy, 6 pp. 

1850 

1861 

1390 

1358 

J. S. McClung, 1862, journal, t.t., pp. 1-6 of 80 pp. 

o. b. Slater, 1862, recollections, t.t., 6 pp. 

Joseph Hite, 1853, log, t.t., 12 pp. 

T, J. Connor, 1853, diary, t.t., 12 pp. 

1435 George N. Taylor, 1853, diary, t.t., 33 pp. 

OR 
from O-,regon University Library, Special Collections, Eugene/ 97403 

1968 Mr.s M.A. Loughary, 1864, diary, t.t., 29 pp. 
( O'lvl) 

1055 Timothy w. Davenport, 1851, recollections, fac. of ms~, 41 pp. 

from ,!PINT COLLECTION, .UNIVERSITY OF missouri and missouori (1'111~0 
STATE HISTORICAL S-OCIETY, 23:Ellis Library, Columbia MO 65201 

, I I . •~ , , i , _ -~.,--.,--....~-----

874 Slater E .• Lenoir, 1850, let.ters, fac of mas., p pp. 
! •. 

930 Samoel Craig Plummer, 1850, letters, facs from mss. 

977 John A. Stauder, 1850, diary, t. t. of ms., 50 pp. 

556 Joseph H. Merrill, 1849, journal, t.t. of ms. 20 pp. 

110 B, F. Nichols, 1844, recollections, fac. 6f publication 



Merrill J.Mattes Collection of Overland Journal copies J::rr 

from Huntington Library, San Marino, 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino CA 

California 
91108 

PRRNs No., author, travel date, description 

419 Charles B. Darwin, 1849, diary, t.t. of original ms., 
to July 4 only. 

712 Peramus Green Ames, 1850, diary, t.t. of ms, pp. 1-11 

467 Capt. John w.Gunnison, 1849, letters, fac. of ms., 19 pp. 

873 George Lawson, 1850, diary, fac. of ms., 33 pp. 

1031 Anonymous (Lake Erie) 1851, diary, t.t. pp. 1-40. 

1115 George Bowering, 1852, diary, t.t. of ms., pp. 1-40 

1220 Simon Peter Kreps, 1852, diary, t.t. of ms., 15 pp. w/ maps 

1791 Leander A. Preston, 1860, diary fragment, tt. of ms., 33 pp. 

from Wisconsin Historical Society, 816 State st., Madison WI ~3706 

PRRns No. , author, travel date, descriptin 

1676 L.D. Crandall, 1859, letter, t.t. of ms., 2 PP· 

1207 Ernest W. Jaehnig, 1852, diary, from WEST BEND NEWS,3/7/28 

from the Library of Congress 

799 

1641 

D. B. Gardner, 1850, journal, mie~ofilm of original journal, 
99 pp. 

William Lee, 
Plains," 

1858, "Notes Take-non 
t.t. of original ms., 

a Journey Across the 
62 pp. 

from ~arriott Library, Univ{sity of Utah, S.L.C. 

270 Josephs. Scofield, 1847, diary, copy of diary, 9 pp. 

l'Y78 Jos~ph E. Johnson, 1860, diary No. 5, tt. of ms., 10 pp. 

274 George Albert Smith, 1847, t. t. of ms., May 8 to June 21 

NOTE: in PRRNs, credited in error to UTHS 



Mattes Collection of overland journal copies, part III. 

PRRN No., author, date of travel, description 

~ram wewberry Lib r a r y, Ch ic a g o 

322 Tom Edwardson ("Mr. Edwardson), "From New Orleans to 
California," CHAMBERS JOURNAL (L855), fac. 15 pp. NOTE: 
Don't bother Newberry with this one, just keep it. 

CIQt"k.\ L1b"-1 . 
from Central Michigan Univeri1ty J l b5 ary , Mt. Pleasnt MI48859 ~MCL) 

465 Edmund Green, 1849, recollections in SHIWASSEE GZETTE 
NOTE: This was published elsewhere as indicated in my 
PRRN entry. I doubt necessary to get permission to keep 

from Stanford University Library, Palo Alto CA 

NOT IN PRRNS Angus McQueen, 1852, diary, from Ontario, Canada 
to Fort Kearny. NOTE: Omitted becasue of its 
brevity but you may want to keep accopunttitle. 

from Iowa State Historical Library, Des Moines 

856 Joseph A. Keck, journal, t.t. of ms, 21 pp. 

*from var ·i o us 1 i bra r i es , hand -w r i t ten note s in loose 1 ea f bf ind er • 
No permission to keep necessary: Ezekiel Williams, 1849; David 
Carnes, 1849, C.lara E. Downes, 1860; Delford Benton, 1850; James 
Masterson, 1853; Cyrus Currier, 1849; C James Campbell, 1850; 
Washington Conley, 1860; Thomas Reber, 1854; John C-Farrar, 1852; 
~ H W Williams, 1851, and Amanda M.Matthews, 1852 (~PMl/~'"'r 

in~~ 1 ~J 
~ f o 11 ow i n g d i a r i e s f r om Nebr a ·ska SH S a r e r e t u r n e d . cop i e s : 

" 

J. H. McBride, 1850; Garland J. Mahan, 1864; Benjamin Franklin 
Robinson, 1852Anonymous ("Fayette") 1850; Darius H. Chapman, 
1859; Captian James A. Paynbe, 1853; 

PRRNs 198 Amanda Esrey Rhoads letter of 1846, copy of t.t., 
received from George White, 7700 Prince Valle, Gilroy CA 
95052, rhink published in NEBRASKA HISTORY in some form. 
Not necessary to obtain permission to keep. 



Mattes collection of overland journals copies .m 

Correspondence with George Albert Smith, President of the 
Mormon Church, 1936 and 1937, while I was stationed at Scotts 
Bl;uff National Monument. See PRRNs entry 274 

Two more diaries from manuscript dept, Nebraska SHS, cop~es (~SH~) 
now being returned to NSHS: Diary of H. M Judson PRRNs 1847 
and an anonymous emigrant in the "Judson Collection," see 
my PRRNs entry 1826 

GUIDE TO MANUSCRIPT COLLECrTONS, WESTERN HISTORICAL 
University of Colorado at Boulder, Norlin Library, 1977 

YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY GAZETTE: THE WILLIAM ROBERTSON COE 
COLLECTION OF WESTERN AMERICANA (October, 1948) 

"The Post Office Did Not See the Elephant," t.t. of paper by 
Peter Tamony ,of San Francisco, California, being original research 
on origins of the term "seeing the Elephant" frequently found 
in Califonria gold rush i diaries., 10 pp. Presented to me by 
Mr. Tamony in 1970. 



. \ 

' 

Mattes Collectton of overland journal copies, part .:or ~- \0 

PRRNss No., author, travel date, description 

135 

775 

Lieutenant Franklin, 1845, re Kearny Expeidtion to 
South Passs, received from a friend in wasshington de 
Belllfilve this has already been published by U.S. Corps 
of Engineers. In any event, no permission to keep 

is required, from the National Archives. 

Bryan Dennis, 1850, diary, t.t. of ms., in Mattes 
collection, not from any library. Obtained from 
indicated party in New Mexico about 30 years ago. 
Owner of original no9t known. 

!716 Martin Patterson, 1859, diary, 1849, travel to Colorado,(.NS~~J 
t.t. of original ms., borrowed from indicated owner. 
Correspondence included in package. Retain for possible 

634-
974 

1644 

612 

publicalton by M J Mattes. NOT FROM ANY LIBRARY 
Collected by Mattes over 30 years ago. 

Captain Howard Stansbury, 1849 and 1850, original journal. 
typed transcript of portion July 6 to August 101 (WT~A} 
received by me from Dale Morgan in 1946. It is my 
understanding that recently (1988) thej original journal 
has been pbul~ehd by someone. The original differs in 
important ways from the publsihed book by GPO. It hras 
been my ambJtion to publishe, the original journla my• 
self but too many things intervened. 

Wm. P, Seville, NARRATIVE OF THE MARCH OF CO. A ENGINEERS (t i J 
FROM FORT LEAVENWORTH TO FORT BRIDGER, ETC., 1858. . (o '" . This machine copy was made from copy of original publcfa-
tion obtained by me for the library of the Midwest 
·Regional Office, NPS, Omaha. 

Coorespondence of Capt\!fi',i Charlies (Charlie) Ruff and (Ns~~J 
his wife Annie, daughter of John Dougherty of Liberty, Mo. 
1842-1850, turned over to NSHS in 1979 asnd now returned 
to its bosom. Original letters in possession of~ 

"' widow in Omaha known to Charlie Ma•rtin (I think the 
husband was nam~SyKiexander) Needless to say, this 
correspoindence is of priceless historical vlaue. I had 
hoped to publish this, with proper editing,myself, but 
that prospect now seems somewhat dim. (I did not obtain 
permission of the ·owner of originals to place these copies 
with NSHS, so suggest consulting with c. Martin.) 

NOTE: The Fort Atkinson, 1842 in this collection is 
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, not the one north of Omaha! 
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