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132 Staples 49 July 5 ?after SB/ .. this ct gros more sterile 
.. nothing but sand hills .• we were most furtunate in coming 
up to a capital spring in time for dinner it is the largest 
we v seen furnishing quite a stream and a trib to the river. 
after dinner r boys took the s ein and caught 70 fL ;e fish out 
of the clear spring water htye were nice an hard 1 am 
surprised that Brya.nt didn't discover it. 

5 .__ tY"-· ....j...___ ..,.._ "> 
Caroline Richardson June 4 tv 10 mi and cro HC a wide 

shallow stream •• f ound good feed near the rv and took r noong there. 
in some places the roa~ is cov w a kind of shrub c grease wood ch is 
csidered good fuel today our phys has adm to seve on the rd one ma: 
was i dying who lost his wife about x 4 days ago we v seen but two 
Gs today and those i, er new ones one was cov thickly with prickly 
pear or cacktus this was~ indeed showing the most respect to the 
departed that wev seen on the road it is comfortable to the one 
that done it for the most oth Gs v the a.pp of being dug and finished 
in a hyrry we v passed by some that vnbn cov more than six hours 
that was sinking in and the least weight would make a ddep impress •. 

we trvd about six mi fm he dn turned to th~ left nd enc on a 
high range of bluffs •• cacktus and wild wormwoon?fery pleasant to 
the smell, the other ve unplea.s to the touch 

10th hurried to get a.head of a lg train our doctor con the 
sick train they er expecting to bury the man mentioned yest ch is 
one G and we saw ten more new ones this mg we turned to the rv to 
watter r hrs·s and sa.w 4 n ew Gs siae by side ••. reached a tp 11 
miles the r,Joa.d is g and very ha.rd near this post we found sm wood •• 
The rv here is nearly filled w small islands ch seems truly the oasis 
of this praira. desert ••. one of r co found in the trunk of a cedar 
the body of a. man wrapped up in a B robe the head had fallen off 
nd some oth bones er strewn over the gr ... p 3 m Gs t Lis a.ft one 
old one c tu the rv nd took in wtr nd wood ch proved to be unnec 
as we tv near the rv nd/tPPi/ii//tf//4~/i¢Pt/ and camped near a bluff 
cov w dwarf pines we p 2 tps and struck our tent a short distance 
fm one of them they r three or 4 miles apart and keep horses and 
cattle to sell or ex . . v some is at the post .. we found good feed 
nd enc a.bout 5 mi fm the fort •. after tv 

Friday .• 11th .. after tvg 4 mi we reached fl we passed 
2 tps within the five? we er lf on a bridge. 

170 Birge 66 ... new •. Gin shade o 2 i/4~ srn and lonely trees. 
The earthly j o sm unf or tvr had bn ended bf it was really c pleted. . 
I soon noticed a card high upin the trunk o one oth trees nd fasted 
to it by a rusty horsehose nail .. Pn the uncol face oth card was 
printed a black figure somewhat Eg in outline .• Pete fm a distance 
a.t once declared that it was a Jack of Spa,des, wh in fact it was, 
but others er decipherg a somewhat faded epitach written pon the 
margin w a lead pencil, "He played his last trump and lost." What 
cdvbn the meang ot occ sent? I think it was a soldier who informed 
us that a man hadbn k there in a fight, nd that~ was all the soldier 
knew of the matter, except that th man had bn approp epitaphed. 
There was no coroner or courtof justice ink those parts ... 
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