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1852 - W, Wadsworth - 2

Scotts Bluffs
These bluffs are situated directly upom the south bank of the Platte, so near
that the waters impinge against their nearly perpendicular sides, forcing the emigrant
rsad away from the river, in and among bthe bluffs, Here is some of the most beautiful
and picturesque scenery upon the whole route,

It consists of a widely extended grassy plain, along which, for more than twenty
miles, courses a ramge of isclated or detached cliffs, of nearly equal hight; but of
singular conformation. It appears as though portioms of a once centimucus rocky cliff
or range, with perpendicular sides, had been cut away, and the detached portions en-
tirely removed, down to a level with the grassy plain that now surrounds them,

And thus they stand, in their vast proportions, some round, others nearly square,
and 1ifting their tops four or five hundred feet upward, and crowned with dome, and spire,
and battlement, resembling a collection of ruins, of towns and castles of every con-
ceivable form, and imparting to the landscape a scene of sublimity and magnificence
worthy their Builder,

They derive their name--it i1s said--from the fact, that here a man by the name of
Scott, met with death, [Picture "Comvent Rock —- Scott's Bluffs"] under the following
circumstances: A party of trappers had been detained in the Indian country tco late
in the season to insure their safe return, if attended by the least impediment, &hat
one of their number by the name of Scott, having wounded himeelf by an accidental dis-
charge of his gun, and in a manner that must prove fatal to him in a few days at fur-
thest, insisted, and prevailed upon his companions to leave him--with a supply of pro-
visions--to his fate, and save if possible, their own lives, His skeleton wae found
the next year, under a shelving portion of the bluff near the river, where they had
left him,

Ancther version is, that of a party of hunters returning from the mountains, Scott
became diseased from his own imprudence, and unable to proceed: was abandoned by his
party, and probably scon after died; that his bones were found scattered about, doubt-
less by the wolves; but recognized by the blankets, hunting knife, and tobacco box
found near by, and known to have been his, The engraving is a view of, Convent Rock,

a portion of the bluffs, three miles south of the emigrant rocad,

A Day om the Plaims
Not until four or five days cut, do the imexperienced become anything like well
scquainted with the duties of the camp, or the regular routime of a day upon the plains,
There is so much of novelty to the uninitiated, so much that seems to require a change
of programme in every day's proceedings, that until emigrants have been ocut from tem
to twelve days, can they be msm® said to have fairly established the order of the day.

But in following for hundreds of miles the Platte river, with ome continued round
of monotony from day to day, something like order gemerally arises from previous chaos,

Our company's temas were all horses and mules, and as it was deemed advisable to
guard the animals at night, the following, with but the little change that cirocumstances--
a8 the want of food or water for our animals at a proper time--made necessary, was the
order observed, As near five o'clock in the afternoon as we could find good camping,
we turned from the main traveled track, generally towafds aprian, creek
or river, The wagons were there arranged——if the ground would amit of it--in a large
cirele or corral, large enough to contain all the animals, when picketed, The animals
were them unharmessed, watered, and turned loose to feed and range at will, with a
lariat at full length attached to each, Fires were then kindled, supper prepared, and
discussed with a relish that none but the overland traveler know,s.
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Millington 1862 soon after lvg /CR/ it became so windy as to al ost
take the covers off the wgs and then it rained for a short time vc¢ hard.
About 5 o'c we stopped for the night opp a large rock ch Pa called the
Capitol for its res in app the capitol at Washington City
June 10 About 10 o'c we lef t the . v and tv over the hills or
bluffs. After tv 3 or 4 mi we ¢ to SBs where the road passed al ong
between 2 mts nd was so narrow we cdn gEL/SFEL/XUE/bA$E more than pass.
A mile or so fruther and we c to the rv again.. . there is a slough here
ch has in it some oth nicest kind of fish. I saw some 13 inches long
June 11 About 3 o'c came £ to a ranch or station where there were
also some Is ce¢d, 35 mi frm FL. One I was # wrapd in a B robe and Ike S-
offered him a blanket in ex f it. It made us all laught to see how
quick he swapped. There was a man and his wife kept this tage sta.
hail. . In the evening an I and his sq who was quite a pretty yg wmn
stopd at camp with a freshly k antelope. Pa bought a fore quarters of
them for 2 pints of flour and gave them so e bread extra. We found it
to be nice meat. Musquitoes bad
June 12. ., stop at stage sta. . 9 mi fm FL
June 13. . t:is mg when Ira went up on the hill near ¢ to attend the
hrss and mules he saw ehre ther had bn 2 I Gs but they were so old they
had fallen down and scarcely anything remained but a few pieces of beads
We girls and ? went out there and we got a few beads ch we strung. .
wvhite, blue, red and black. . . after tvg four mi we came to a "ranch"
where there was a very nice store or tp. About 20 wigwams neary by and
I do not know how many Is. . t is 5 mi to LR

Cramer 59. . June 21. . after another day of tv /after SB./ up this
decidedly monotonous and uninterestg v, findg the horrors o numerous
rottg and xtimg stinkg carcasses of catle, added to the other disag
adjunts, we arr at r enc and prep to pass the night. The slaughtetr don
pn the catl on this rv is mch grrn usual, I am told by exper men, dn 1
add gr to the av percentage oth loss fg sustained by the drovers; ehich

rarely, . . Talls under 20 per centum. This loss is caused chiefly by
what is ¢ kxXakx Alkali
June 22 » ear wherd we r enc today ther is a sm v o Sx Is. I

went d to ex a scaf on ch rep the fresh corpse of a warr, slain, I

supp in their late batle w the Pawnees, and over whose loss they #zZ¢
were "makg the night hideous."” He was wrapd in a B robe, wooly side in,
w his arms and equip included. His head was bared to the heavens and
.dec with the scalp lock and war paint in ch e had faln.

June 23 After a dr of a few mi . . we rch to Lone Star TP,
kept by a man named Beauvais where we fnd a tol assortm of such goods
as suit the I trade. Here we saw a man in the emp of Beauvais whom we
had pointed out to us as the famous McCreaf who had k Malcolm Clark in
Ks in the early diffic in that Terr and who esc fm prison in Leav City.
After dinr we pushed on to Laramie which we p in the midle of aft

Th Maxx®
Ca?gffﬁ:nﬁfgﬁ§¥d§%ﬁ g%. . . . we er nearg scottsb/ bluffs ch had bn

in sight nearly 2 days we come out to the river where a tp was est her
we £ r cans w water we expec to tv 9 or 10 mi £ wo wood or water
reached s bs after coming through a deep ravine this ia a pic lookg

Pl nd deserves m atten than the renowned ¢ h or ¢h cr . the eastern
view is grand the rocks r thrown up in almost every variety of shape
imag ¢ copy tower thin the battlements, castles and ruins dotted w
pines and various flowers each side oth road was cov wi large pieces
of rock ch hadfalln fm the top on ch was incscribed a gr many names

and some in flaming black letters the cenery was vey wild and romantic
on the western side is two large towering rocks res each other as we
passed through several deep ravines today we v passed 6 news Gs

and 4 old ones tvd about 30 mi and ecn near a tp saw 2 Is
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SB to FL

Andress 52 . - 4 or 5 mi west of CR there is a collec of rock

mounds bearg a ve close res to fortresses. Here db a rare chance for

a draughtsman, there bg an abundance of scenery that is truly delightful.
/SsBs/ r some higher than CR & cposed oth same kind of rock. . fm the top
of these bluffs the A2 view of the surr ct is extensive;. . ChurchR ock
situ a SB is quite a cur, bg cposed of sand stone nd in secs the base bg

on an angle of about 35degrees. Fm this £i arises a perp sec o csid heightl
when it falls back a few feet and another sec similar to the other arises
to about the same height and again recedes surmounted by a very small dome
or shaft in its centre. The form oth tower is round, its heighth is not
far fm 200 feet. . .The road basses thru the bluffs, one passes bacic of the
bluffs and come tog near HC

Gray 49. . June 8 at 5 oc enc near SsBs a high ledge of land ch we had
seen all day before us. Fm r cAjip/ enc a circular forma 1d almost exactly
like Caslt Garden, in fact, the imag ¢ find ress to almost everything it
pleases, mosques, forts, towns, castles, etc.. . '

June 9 Camp No. 35. off at 3% oc all bg up at 2 in th mg, as 3
we understood it was 30 mi to watr, & ch we found to be incorrect. We went
ahead of some 80 teams however. At 7 for breakf, laid bb 2 hrs +then then
pufshed on all day. . Last eve we had arr at SBs & today we left them
& departed from the river. . 24 mi |

June 10. . Camp No. 36. . 5 mi, againstruck the rv. . the sun
grew very hot & all of us began putting aside our heavy woolen garments.
To my sorrow I tuok off woolen drawers and high boots and put on shoes and
tiin pants for for nearly all night (a severe storm vg come up) nearly died
of rhematism, one oth most viol attacks I ever had, so that I d almost v hd!
my legsc/ cut off to ease the pain - .y only remedy and perhaps a good one,
a large dose of brandy put me in a cparatively insensisble state. . We see
by the cards & notices ch we find on ev tree & also on the bleached skulls
and shoulder blades of the Bs that our Jackass frs who deserted the mrty
r only a few mis ahead of us, ch quite animated us, as we v not a 1 pride
to beat them into Calif. '

- For the past few days the mosqu tioces v opened a singing school to.

a by no mghad means delighted audience - but these I look upon as nothing
cpared to the 1 black flies - very small indeed but ch bite r ears & necks
severely. . blotched shoulders. . from flies, or living so long on so much
fat & grease and salt meals, entire dest of vegs?. . I must prenez ¥ garde
as the Fr say or I shall v my £ back tattoed like a Sandwish Island bellbs
face. '

Mrs. Ferris 52. . We left eh rv bf reachg SsB, and p through a narrow
v, lined w rocky bluffs of a similar char,/wﬁa
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