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Mrs. Ferris 52. . . this cros sg was the subject of dread for some
days; we er told of dangerous quick sands, which sometimes utterly swamped
the traveller; the water, however, was low, d we had no trb |
The ct between this ford and NF is an uneven barren. We trav it, howv
in one day; and for the last 5 mi fo ndit broken up into prec ridges and
hillocks, cposed of spongy limestone

! ﬂfé@ Ketcham 53. . James has bn sitting on the tongue of the Afyf :
carraige talkg to me and washg his neck and face. The mostuitoes v bittehn |
bitten him so he looks as thougu he had the measles. He has bn putting talle}
on to cure . . . the river is not so deep anywhere but that it might be forde
wo much diffic if it were nt f the quicksands at the bttom. Th re is one boa
but it is used excl f the crossg of sheep. It was eng so far ahead that |
Mr G d v to wait nearly a week bf he cd v it f his. So h ccludd to get us
across and try some other way f the sheep. They went over first w th ox
teams. Half oth load was taken out and the first one taken over with the
utual team, two yokes of oxen. The second one they did not try in that way
but put the four yoke onf. . 2 in carragie. . horseman topick out the way. |

The rv is q quarter o a mi wide, but we took such a course as to make |
it nearer half a mi f us. The wtr came into the c¢. so that we had to putlr
feet on the seat to tkeep them dry. . . The current oth P is very swift.
Lookg upon the ¥ swiftly rung witr makesme a 1 seasick, so i might not be
safe for me to ride a horse over, |

The wtr oth P is o a yellowish mud colour nd csid quite wunhealthy
to drink. I be there r salts and saleratus in it. I v drunk a g deal of it
but have had no diarhea yet —-- quite the other extreme

At first Mr. G tried getty his sheep over by takg them in the wgs. The
first load he tried upset and spilt out. They tried ligher loads but found it
too hard f the catl and too slow. Yest they corked the boxes of the two

wg ox wgs and usedthem f boats. The horses draw them. So far they v sucec
ve well, but it will take them so days to get them all over, not aslong, how,
as he dv to wait the ferry boat.. . .
L course no¥Walong SS &= g A5 $= (2)
. All around us each side oth rv er sheep, catl, horses, wagons, men
wmn and childrn -~ m catl nd sheep than I ever saw before in my life. . then

tens of thousands. . it is astonishg to see what a multitude is moving on,
and now when it is so late in the season, and the gr rush is supp tb over.
Camilla and I both burnt r arms vebadly while washg. They er red an

swollen and painful as t:.o scalded w boiling water. R hands r blacker than
any farmer's, and I do not see that there i- any way of preventg it, f evthg
has tb done in the wind and sun. R faces are pretty well tanned, butl nothg
like r hands... nothing to prevent fro: scorching rays. . not tie sign of

a tree tb seen xcept on an island far up in the river. . .

Yest it was very cold. W our shawls and cloaks on we sufrd ve much

ffﬁﬁ/fﬂﬁ with the cold . Yest noon while we er eatg f dinr r tent came near.

blowg over again. 1t was torn in sev places. I hope it 1 n blow all to
pieces bf we get there
. .no water now except fm the river. . slight attack of d. . every time

I am unwell at all I go wo a meal or two of victuals, and soon get well. Hav|
not taken a particle of medicine si ce I left Westport. Somehow the others
do not get well soon. James is sufferg a g deal fm his sunburnt arms. I nv
saw anything oth kind so swelled .

# We v ketp al ong the north side oth SF, till tonight, just before
sundown, we came to the upper ford. There is the road from the opp site, and
we all strike across the pr to the ss NF. The roadnow is very broad and look
as tho it had bn much tvd. As we p by the f we cd see cp after cp all waitg
f the rv to fall so that they ¢ cross. Among the rest was an I camp. About
their lodges was a mult ofhorss. 1 am glad they r not this side oth rv. As

we came up on the bluffs, after turng off, we had quite an esxt view up and
down the rv, but there was too much samen today. . Fm the highest point




we could see but three trees and not a bush




57

58

61

1859 - J,. A, Wilkinson - 11

Thureday May 26th,
Rather cold. PFeed is good. Resumed our journey up the South Side of the South Platte,
This is on the regular Pikes Peak Road but tomorrow we cross the Platte and will See
no more returning Starved PikesPeakers and I am glad of 1t. Uncle Dan thinks if he
can get to Hangtown, California he can make a raise in the mines yet,And as for Dan
and myself we havent anything to lose by going, and nothing to make by going back to
Michigan, Met more Sioux Indians going to fight the Pawnees in Eastern Nebraska Ter-
ritory. Camped within 12 miles of the crossing., Traveled 25 miles,

Friday May 27th. |
Find some Alkali water S anding in pools that we have to guard against, Arrived at
the ford of South Platte'at noon., There is an Indian village and Trading Post here.
We begin preparations for crossing by making a temporary flatform across the top of
our wagon boxes to get cur provisions above water. The River is a shifting bed of
quick sand from 4 to 5 feet deep and over a quarter of a mile wide, We put 6 yoke
of cattle on a wagon and with 2 men with a long Rope ahead of the leaders and men on
each Side of the wagon with poles to keep 1t from upsetting when going into
holes. Some times the leadefs are in Swimming water but the Rope takes them alcn
The traders have a flat boat that they operate with Indians and do a good business
hauling goods over, Some Horses wonIt swim but lie down and have to be choked and
pulled over with ropes. And mules are worse than horses,

We have some fun in spite of cold water and danger of getting in over our heads,

The channel is changing all the time and the Indians make something acting as guides,
We got over all right-changed our clothes took a turn at the jug just for Spiritual
consolation., Went 3 miles towards North Platte and camped. Traveled 15 miles,

Saturday May 28th,
Country Rolling Prairie and not very good Soil., Arrived at Ash Bollow at noon and stopped
at a fine Spring a mile from the North Platte. This is the place where General Harney
killed so many Indians with the Soldiers, We met a lot of Sioux's today with their
families moving, The wigwam poles some R 20 feet long are lashed to the sides of the
Ponies and Baskets are lashed to the polea behind the Pony where the Pappooses are
carried, This Hollow is the most dangercus place to be attacked by Indians.that we
have Seen on the whole Route, Passed & Trading Post this afternoon. Went 6 miles
beyond and camped., Traveled 20 miles.

Sunday May 29th,
Valley narrow Bluffs high and rocky. Some Alkall and plenty of dry Red Cedar for
wood, Weather warm in middle of the day. A black Hail Storm came up after we
camped tonkght. These storms are frequent and dangerous on account of stampeding our
cattle. Roads Sandy, Traveled 20 miles,

Monday May 30th.
Some Alkali. Roads Sandy and heavy, Wolves and Coyotes make nights hideocus, &aw
a Grey wolf larger than a newfoundland dog, Prairie dogs are barking at us all
along the Roads. They live in holes like Badgers in villages, Camped on Hush Creek.
Traveled 25 miles,

Tuesday May 3lat.
Some Scrubby Pine in the Bluffs on our left. Plate River is on our Right, large pools
of Akkali water.Stopped on a creek opposite Court House Rock, with Chimeny Rock
visible in the distance, Some of the boys visited Court House Rock which is a natural
curiosity. It was my turn to drive and could'nt go. Distance is very deceiving here,
What you think is one mile distant is five on account of the clearness of the atmos-
phere, The boys came in late from visiting the Rock tired out and much surprised as
to distance, Traveled 30 miles,




928 ADVENTURES IN THE FAR WEST,

For several days, our travelers have journey-
ed on, meeting with no serious trouble and hav-
ing the usual incidents of camplife. They have
been traversing “The Divide,” as it is called, be-
tween the Little Blue and the Platte.

On the 1st of June, they reached Fort Kear-
ney, and were hospitably received and entertain-
ed by Captain Thompson and his estimable lady.
To those who have all their lives been accustomed
to the comforts and refinements of life, there is
no sight more pleasing, after having been denied
them, than a clean, well kept house and a boun-
teous and well spread table. Our travelers en-
joyed the generous hospitality of the Fort, and
continned their journey with hearts filled with
gratitude to their kind friends.

On the Tth day of June, the party reathed the
Platte River. They found it swollen from the
June freshets and rising rapidly. A consultation
was held as to whether they should make a ford,

‘and cross at this point, or go on to Julesburg,
the regular ford. :

As the river was rising at the rate of six in-
ches in twenty-four hours, they considered it
dangerous to delay and they proceeded to dig
away the bank to make a road. Mr. Brink had
a pair of large mules and he was to lead off, and
Mr. Burlingame’s four horse team was to follow.

IN THE RIVER. 29

All being ready, the ladies sitting upon the
boxes inside the wagon, holding the children, the
Burlingaice ontfit plunged in. The front wheels
went down with a crash, the water pcured into
the wagon bed in torrents and the horses were
almost submerged. Mr. Burlingame was riding
one of the horses, and as the horse he was riding
fell, Mr. B. jumped from bhis back on to the front
leader, and by guiding him carefully, managed
to start the whole team. They had proceeded
only a few rods, when the wagon was so clogged
by the quicksands which the swift current carried
against the wheels, that the horses could ro long-
er move it.

Here was a dilemma indeed, a wagon so deeply
imbedded in quicksand that fourhorses could not
move it, and the sand rapidly accumulating.
The party on shore were anxiously watching with
their glasses and, seeing the danger, a number of
the gentlemen rode into the river to render assis- -
tance. They jumped from their horses in the
midst of the roaring current, put their shoulders
to the wheels of the wagon and, raising them
out of the sand, enabled the horses to move on.

In this way they worked, until a new difficul-
ty presented itself. They were losing the ford.
The horses were beginning to swim. As this
course was certain destruction, Mr. Burlingame
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3D ADVENTURES IN THE FAR WEST.

Joz=7=d from the horse into the water, to hunt
for i=e ford. He would swim first in one diree-
tic=. then in another, till ke could find bottom,
arZ would then order an advance. The good
fri=—ds would raise the wheels out of the quick-
s==Z=, the noble steeds give a spring and on they
w:=.2 zo for a few rods, until out of breath.

Tz zarty on shore watched every movement
wizZ T rzathless anxiety, and expected every mo-

mari s gee wagon, horses and men carried a-
wuz I the almost resistless current.

A== B., Miss Julia and the children remain-
ed imside, in silent terror. Mrs. B. gave cne
ser=em when her hushand jumped into the river.
A== Julia displayed great presence of mind and
ker= the children quiet by a resort, first to pun-
ish=ent and then to the sugar bowl. Mrs. B.
was 30 wholly absorbed by the terrors of the
sitw=iion, that, as Miss Julia afterward said, “she
dii not notice me when 1 chastised the baby,
Luct=, though I sat by her gide.” “By the aid
of o=r heroic and daring friends, and our good,
stoct steeds,” Mrs. B. wrote to-a friend, “we
were at length rescued from a watery grave, and
aftter being in the river an hour and a half, we
landcd on the opposite side of the treacherous
Platte.™ = :

. i i =
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CHAPTERY.

AN INDIAN MASSACRE.

The sun rose on the morning of June 8th, on
our travelers in carnp on the north side of the
Platte. The day was bright and beautiful and,
a8 it was the Sabbath, it was spent in resting
from the fatigues of the day before. A mem-
ber of the company decided to return to Chicago,
and many letters were entrnsted to his care. The
Post-Offices in thm region are few and far
between. v

As the train was moving along, next day, June
Oth, everything working well and everybody in
good spirits, the sky was suddenly overcast.
The violet clouds portended a storm of hail and
wind.

Nothing is more dreaded on these plains than
these wind and hail storms. The train halted
and commenced preparing for the storm, The

e
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18,49 == Joseph Hackney 17

May %0

Laid by this day last night was one of the stormiest i ever heard tell of
the rain fell in torrents and covered the ground a fool deep in water i have
seen it rain as hard at home for half an hour but I never seen it pour down by
buckets full f£/or/ 6 hours insessantly the wind also blew a perf/ect/ gale,
driving the rain through our tents and wagons covers like as though they had
been paper theare was not much chance to sleep without you could fancy wet
blankets and a torrent of water runing under you when we got up in the morn-
iqéé? our cattel wear scattered to the four ends of the earth we started after
them and it was ten otclock before we found all of them some of them was ten
miles off taking the back track every cemp that we saw had lost cattel it com-
menced raining again at noon and rained till night to of dorseys men came %o
our camp hunting oxen they had lost 13 head our hunter came in this morning
braute no game they stayed last night at a camp five miles below us

May 31

Vient 17 miles roads better than i expected to find them this has been an
exciteing day in the first place a man ahead shouted buffolo all of the men run
for thear guns and started in pursuit they had not got far when a fine noble elk
came rushing up to the road as if he was going to break through the train he
turned before he got within gun shot and passed ahead but knapp shot at him but
missed him we had not gon far before we heard a great shouting firing and
presently a great thundering big buffolo came tearing up the valley about
twenty men on horse baclk wear close on after him as soon as he saw us he turned
up towards the bluffs but we cub him off he was now a gettiing tughtered out
and begun to show fight one of our men run up and fired a pistol at him befor
he could turn his horse the old fellow was into him he pitched the horse and
rider heels over head luckily he did not hurt them much over twenty shots wear
fired at him At last Capt Bowers brout him down there was great rejoicing when
the old fellow tumbled we all had a fine feast at night off of the old bulls
meat and premised ourselves many a one to come the storm last tuesday nizght has
done great damage to the emigrants hardly a train that we can hear from but has
lost more or less of thear stock they have got out amonst the bluffs and it is
a chance wether they ever get them all again

June 1

The excitement of yesterday has not worn of yet buffolo in quanties have
been seen at a distance but when we would come up with them they would turn out
to be rocks or something else we see lots of men out a hunting cattel one train
ahead of ous lost two hundred head, what they will do if they cannot find them
is more than 1 can tell they are to be pityed we passed the forks of the river
to day and camped at the crossing place after fording a small slue distance 20
miles road gzood weather pleasant.

They had now come to the famous crossing of the South Platte, where the
river was "a mile wide and a foot deep" as the saying of the trail had it.
The ford was a few miles above the place where the two forks of the river met,
and around the bustling activity of the erossing a small settlement was begin-
ning to grow, a settlement later to become the town of North Platte, extending
across the neck of land from one river to the othere The emigrant trail crossed
this neck of land to the northern fork of the river. There were roads at this

time on both sides of the Horth Platte and the Jerseyville Company chose the route

which was later abandoned on the south banke Although the road was new, the
grades were easy and life fell into a steady uneventful routine that left the
emigrants free to enjoy the trail.




1%8

139

18,9 == Joseph Haclmey 18

A few days after the train turned up the river=bank, they found themselves
in a new worlde It was no gradual transformetion, but a sudden waking one morning
to the realization that the East they knew was left behind them, and a West,
unlmovn and exciting, was on every hande The strange shallow river meandering
among its islets between treeless banks, the clear, thin air, the queer ungainly
jackrabbits with their long black=tipped ears, starting up from the sandy hollows
to lope away at astounding spced, the lizards sunning themselves on the rocks,
and here and there a cactus plant, all spoke of new conditions and hinted of
the desert aheade. Against this unfamiliar background, such men or traces of
men as they encountered outside their own orgenization, took on added signifi=-
cances The traders and their yarns, strays from other camps with the news they
brought, the graves by the road side, even the llormons whom they formerly hated
and feared, were objects of intereste

. This strange sect had been started in the year 1830 in Western liew York by
Joseph Smith who professed to heve been guided by an angel to the hiding place
of an additional Bible, "The Book of Liormon," written in strange characters on
plates of golde He organized a church and a cormunity of believers which emigrated
first to Ohio and later to lfissouri near Independence. From there they were
driven out on the accusation of being abolitionists, and tock up land on the
liississippi in Illinois where they built the eity of Nauvoo. But their discipline
roused the suspicion of their frontier neighbors, as their material success due
to that very organization gave rise to some envy. Stirange social customs led to
charges of immorality, and feeling against them grew so high and so bitter that
the military had to be called in. To prevent a civil war, Joseph Smith surrendered
and then was killed by a mob from whom his captors could not protect hime His
people, practically driven out by the soldiers, abandoned their city in 18L5 and
set out to found a state of their own beyond the boundaries of the United States.
At a spot north of Kane's Landing in Iowa near the Council Bluffs, a site now
covelred by the shifting river's channel, they established a camp for their women
and children and the weaker members of the party, while a select group of men
pushed on across the plains and beyond the first ranpge of the mountains to the
basin of the Great 8alt Lake. Here they were, at that time, outside the juris-
diction of the American Government, and could set up their own state of Deserete.
In 1847, the main body of citizens were brought over the trail from the settle=
ment neal the Council Bluffs, and only enough were left behind %o manage the
smithies and wagon shops for converts who might take the trail, and the forward-
ing warehouses and depols for the regular post and express services maintained
for the desert city.

The liormon community at Salt Lake was then scarcely two years old when the
emigration of 18L9 began, and was still in need of many thingse As Paxton says
in his History of the American Frontier: "The Mormons on Great Salt Lake re-
ceived the forty=-niners as a direct interposition of Providence for their bene-
fite o« o « Vhen they brought in the early crops of 18L9, they knew that the
procession of gold seekers would want supplies and that they could provide theme
lany a Iormon farmer did a profitable business in live stock, picking up emaci-
ated animels of emigrants for a song, fattening them for a few months, and sell-
ing them again at a fancy price, TIew of the forty-niners had much money, but
they had goods=~furniture, tools, farm implements that they could not carry
further with their animals dropping exhausted, but which the Liormons needed.

The exchange was unavoidable for the miners end profitable for the ilormons who,
by the end of 1849, were well organized, well fed, and well supplied." And while
the Mprmons must have been surprised that their former enemies could thus be of




June 9

Left camp at 6 A.M. After dinner mounted horse and
took a turn along the ridge in search of anything wander—
ing to procure powder and ball. Got a shot &t an ante—
lope. Some DoOvices, having Do witness, would swesr they
kit him, but by Toby, I did notl Left the ridge and
struck to crossing (uvoper) of south fork of Plztte. Those
who have pever seel the operation of crossing loaded weg-
ops on guicksand ¥o @ld be amused. You have hezrd of buck
ague, fever ard chill apd shzkes of every description,
but the palsey given to our travelling vehicles canmot be
described. They roll apd rattle as though goirnz over 2
rocky bed. The idea that they are mot so situated is only
dispelled in case of a halt, when the 1pad will be found
to be settling rapidly in the sand. UEade ten miles and
camped three quarters of a mile from erossing place.

June 10, Sunday

nBut there is a noble rest above® sirgs a hysn I
learped in my Sunday School. 1 know pot how high up this
rest is to be found. Ve zre now pretty zell elevated, and
if anyone thinks it is rest to cross @ stream & mile wide,
with heavy wegons, on 2 quicksand bottom, they
211 the share of rest I expect ever to possess in )
yale of tears. Nade about 33 miles- Read oy Bible. This
mist be the land Isiah speaks of Twhel the r=tions shall
rush like the rush of marny waters.® (1 mean the laend we
are going to.) Vaoy did not Fulton or Fibch think of ap-
plying steam to Czlifernia wzgons? Ehere aré you, HTrs
Loper? Ran out of dishcloths, but McFaul's (our cook) in-
ventive genius furnished a pair of drawers- T21lk zbout 2
Yarkee — give me an Irishmen. By the way, the sforerer—
tiored article of apparel kept o2 from getiirg married-

The lady found 1 wore red flanmels!

June 11
. ithy wind, if roORm erpughl® Ex-
wBlow till thou burst LW ;y].ight. e south

perienced a very violent storm at d
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fork of Platte at 4 P.M., after nooning, and in the day's
travel marched 15 miles o ome of the most bezutiful
grounds we have had. Plenty of water and fine grass.
Wiley Jennings killed a buffalo this morning and for sup-
per Doctor and myself cooked that which distinguished his
gerder. This is esteemed by many, myselfl one of the num-
ber, a great luxury. GCet out your eastern gourmands who
are luxuriating on lobster: "Stewed, fried, roasted in
the shell," and other fancy dishes of which we are de-
prived. "Every dog his day."

June. 12

Left camp at 7 A. M. arnd made but one drive to the
north fork of the Platte, about 8 miles. After travell-
ing half our road, struck the entrance to tne farous Ash
Hollow, the scenery of which was quite romzntic, and af-_
forded quite a relief to the monotony of that we hzve been
looking upon for the last month. Camped upon bank of the
river on poor grass.

June 13

Started late — weather very cool, so that I rounc! my
blanket coat comfortable all day. Our route lay through
very heavy sand, and we experienced much difficulty in
getting marny of our teams through. McAdam could con!'gr a
benefit here, which would render his pame, which in this
day of plank and railroad is but seldom heard, immortal.
At times the scenery was quite interesting, lthe road rginr.-
ing under ridges half rock and hzlf sand. lade about nine
miles.

Jane 14

body to the dis-
Every going against me in relation

tance yesterday, ! will advance upon it th.rsgma:d tg:g:;_
eighths miles, seventeen yards and twenby incaes-

sy
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. MAY 25th ‘ LRSS iy

The road has been close under the bluffs
during this day's travel. Towards noon we passed the
highest bluffs yet seen along the river bottcm, sud-
denly however, they beceme very low and moderately
Saw same

Road excellent but some dusty.

antelope, wolves, &c. Found very good feed this even-

ing.

MAY 26th

Morning falr & warm, roads very dusty.
Shortly after sunrise we saw the first buffalo - it
passed down the bottom beﬁ-een our camp & the river,
under a full run with a pack of large grey wolves in
close pursult. About noon we forded the south fork
of the Platte. The ford at this place is at this
time good, the water not averaging over 10 inches,
water being not over twenty inches deep in the deepest
place; a good running current ancd sand bottcm. This
ford 1s a short distance above tie junction of the
Forth & South Platte and distant froa Pt. Eearny ons
hundred & twenty-three miles agreeable to Platt &

Slater's Guide to California. The land to the left
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has been considerably rolling. A small stream of clear

water makes down through the bottom parallel with the

river for some distance. Thils creek 1s crossed soon

after leaving the road, running along the bluffs bord-
ering the south side of the south fork to the upper

ford some forty-five miles sbovs the lower ons. Cross-

ing the lower ford we hove across the bottom land, the

road running near the hills on account of rather low

ground near the river. The river at the lower crosc-

ing 1s between a quarter and a half of a mile in width.
The hills on the opposite side of the river present a

very barren appearance. Abundance of game abounds

along the Platte such as elk, antelope, dver, grey &

prairie wolves, panthers, buffalo, prairie dogs, cranes,

wild geese, ducks, &c. Camped on the bottom; no timber

in sight. Alkall quite abundant.

¥AY 27th

The weather extremely hot and close. A

1ittle after noon we left the bottom and psssed over

the bluffs on to a gently rolling plain, no timber or

water, a scarclty of good feed. Shortly befcre leav-
ing the river bottam & small stream makes down shrough
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sand bluffs - dry & deep sand - 8 miles
from Platte, Oroesed bottom to bank of Rive
er & campt, No wood on south side, Some on
Orund Ielund opposite. 18 miles now below
Fort Karney. From 8t Joseph 300 miles.
Planty of grass on bottom, and a number of
teaems troveling in sight & in ocamp, Vater
in River vary muddy & rappid, This is only
4 nlough of muin river 100 yde wide,

Moy 31st, Friday, Left oamp Larly, Travels
ed 3 miles up River and at old ocamp got
wood and took breulkfamt, Wrote m letter to
my wife, All well, Goud water here to drink
in welle dug 3 ft doep, Arrived at Fort
Karney 12 Ook, Left af 1 Qok. Laft letter
in Tort, Thia is a now Fort near where Fort
chgldu Wap, on Bouth wide of River ¢ mile
°Ff & 4 miles from the head of Grand Island,
420 miles from St Joeaph, Camped 6 miles W.
of Fort on river bank. No timber all day .
Fell in with D. Fisher's oo, Thare has bin

gi::ty Antilept and Buffalow for 150 milesn

Jure lot, Bat'y, Left camp 7 Ook. Rode 4
houro and dighned 18 nulﬂi above Fort. No
timber. 10 milos from Fort timbox neur road
on Island, 8 miles further plenty timber on
Inland neur roud ewsy oome at, Here I see
Rott Brown of Lewis Co, Mo, Comped 22 milee
ubove Mort, Jno., Oidin of Shelby 0o, Mo,

4

take with Oolera after dark, X went for Dr.
Brown at his camp, took him to see him in
night erly. He oramped and purged very muah
during night. Night rainy and stormy. I lay
outoide tent all night in rain, Next morne
ing I breokfusted with Ur, Brown und took
him to cee patient again. Dr, cherge $2,

June 2nd, Bunday. left Parker % Co. at camp
und left alone on rYoute. Jno. Glgin vary
bnd. I had no hopes of him. Travel alone
thinking it not prudent to stuy, Travel
about 30 miles, und fell in with ""m, Fore,
Jorvie, August Ewmeton, Vanoy und others
from Paln{rn. end Oriff Briointine & otherms
fyom New London - Btoy with them, Supt and
breaokfanted next morning. 3 or 4 died en
the road in this duys travel, osald of Col=
ara, Ono, + mile from this onmp left wife
& 9 ohildren helplesu, They had not moved
when I left,

June 3rd. Yondoy. Left ocump und found water
und Timber on muin vhore in 17 miles, This
ip the first wbove Fort Knrney und ubout

76 miles. Pasped Sinoluir with outtle here,
Cumpt with Oent'n from Platte Co. Mo, at
heud of osond bluffs, Traveled 34 or B miles
to day. Near thiw, road lemves River & oute
bend on high ground. No wood or water to
oroseing of O, Fork Platte, 20 miles, Toke
wood from River &.2 Bronohes thut you arosa
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when you etrike the first high ground 80

or 100 miles above Fort Karney. Passed
#ngi teems to day. Traveled alone all day.
L] .

June 4th, Tuesday, Traveled 20 miles and
Porded Platte River by 1lf Oock A.M, Thie
River is hore all in one ohannel and § mile
wide, obout 18 inches deep., Lover banks ure
vury sandy bottom - water vary muddy and
not a stiok of timber in sight, Grazed my
horee on north side. Took up Bouth fork 10
miles, Grass. Crossed ridge to North fork
2 miles & oaumped on Bottom., Good grase for
5 niles. Stay thie night with Col., lee of
Indianna & his train of outfit of 40, He
trouted me well with tent and Sup'r &
Brouafast. Distance onid from Fort to Cross=

}ng. 123 miles. No wood in days travel of
42 mileo.

June 5th. ™ednepduy, Irom Col, Lee camp on .
5 riile Bottom took ridge between rivers &
Fept it for 15 miles before come to N. Pork.
‘lo graop, timber or water. Necended bluff
and ptruck river, Poor gruss for 6 miles,
no woody do to comp. Pass Johneon of Lewis
Co. Mo, and conversed with him. No grass

to ocump for 4 miles); 4 miles good., Firet 4
miley R(oud) rung near River, heavy & sandyj
L milev poor grusm| 4 milep to point. Sand
Hill good (place) to vamp, Campt in here

4

with Baldwin & Co, Olinton Co, Mo, Travele
ed this doy 36 miles. No wood. Plenty from
here to Castle Bluff for Emigrants (for) a
few years.

June &th, Thursday. 2 miles to point hill
1 mile heavy sandj 2 miles bottom at Lower
end) Ceder grove in center high on bluff.
Oood epring on side road & oeder trees,
Leave River und take ateep bluff 2 miles
to deep smndy hollow. Down hollow = Ash
Hollow this = to River 2 miles. Timber &
gprings. lfouth of hollow to Captle Tower 8
milen. Narrow dry bottom und sundy. Juicks
pand, alkili bottom 2 milen long A wide,
Indiune camp'd here ases I paoped ot 12 Ook,
Oumped on dry sandy creek = some water.
Indienu plenty. Traveled 30 mileo., Some
heavy roads & Alkili swampe, Hoad rune near
River. No wood for B0 miles - gruss in
plaoes ever(y) 4 or 5 miles.

‘Tune 7th. Friday. Yade Chimney Rook, DJios
tunve from Oastle Rook 64 milem. CGood romnds
generally this dey. Plenty water & generale
ly gruos never more than 4 or 5 mileo upart,
Court Houso Hook & orvek of good running
water 30 ft wide, 10 in deup, 13 miles be-
fore you reuch Chimney Rock., Passed Jooob
Righter & R, Meyers, Jo Poter & Co, at 12
Ook thip duy. Camp'd with r., 3, Staloup &
Wm Dor of Shelby Co, o, Vary good oumping

7
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for & miles, ¥o wood,

Jurne 8th. Saturday. Traveled from 6 miles
East of Chimney Rook to & miles west Scotts
bluffs, 33 miles, From Ohimney Rook to
Soctts bluffe, 20 miles, lat 10 miles good
gruse, roud neur river. R(oad) leaves

river then ond poor gruss to oreek 12 miles
Famt Sootta Bluff, Cold spring west end
Jootts Bluff, This Bluff and other surrounds
1nq. forming u great bhason between them and
uffording & vary Romuntio soenexry. You pams
thyough basin und leave the Lluf?f next
river. Much Hed Seeder & pine note on basing
look us if %t wues floorwood. None growing
only on oliffen, Ley in wood here and at
blqtf. Indian village and Smith Shop tem=
perally ut epring on viuff refer'd to above,

June Oth. Sunduy Mor!
@e 6 miles west Boot

Dluff, 6 miles further to fine stream cle::
wotar) good to oamp for 2 miles, Next 7
miles hilly and muoh heavy sund until
otrike R(iver) bottom. “ater & grass for 3
%1lsu'to gruvel point of hille & some time
b?r. 24 miles to Truding post, Road on '

B u:}k River, 16 miles on bottomy gruse,
1:? & water., Houd leuve River, tuke(s)

; 1 b m uwoross to Larame Fork. Oraos. 1}
B to Forts Not allowed 4o gruze near it,
&ort sltunted on Larame Tork, 14 m. up,
ory pirty eituation on ™, of ve;. 1 did

8

not get within 6 miles of Yort this day.
ECnoamp'd with train from Caliwsy Co. Mo,
Fat the last provieions I hed. In good
heklth. Traveled about 38 miles this day.
Dr. Riohurd Jones in my Co. )

June 10th Monduy. Rode 6 miles to Tort
laramej arrived ut 7 A.M. orowded hurd, &
got our Dreakfust at 3740 ench, Regintared
my name and went beck on round 3 miles to
greze horpes, It helled in the evening
smartly., There is a vaot quantlty of wage
gons left here, Truders pretend to trade
for them, but pay nothing. { ocmn buy of them
a new wapgon of choioe for $20. Buw u wug=
gon % 4 set harnees coot in Stateo 2180,
ivan for 4 puok saddles, They oell here ut
2 a pleca, Heturned to Fort at night & got
supper & lodging in mess room., Bot to duy 2
1b ooffee, 700y 2 1b bugur, 602y 8 1b Buoon
¢0o & b 1b hard Bread, 50o. "m BEradsohaw &100
pannad to day, alpo Mo Pike & Straughter,
fee Dy Rurtlett. Buckhumon & Op urv'd in
Jihie troin wes the subjeot of muoh udvanae
publieity in the newspapers of the duy, It
wae un "Express Pupsenger Train", and vus
expected to muke the guicikeot trip of the
poupon, On May 26th, however, it wau atruok
by a tornado und lont 28 of its best horwsen
and mulew in the resulting otaumpede, Oee
Savyer's Journwl, p. 26,
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eve'g, left next day.

June 1lth, Tuesduy. Left Fort; ocould get no
breakfost., Went back to ford and cooked some
provisions and then went 14 m east to graze
horse. Meeker, Fisher, Hawkins, Young & Oth-
ers of Lewis & Knox Co., Mo, in camp all day
washing up on east side Larame Fork on bank,
Mo Pike & Co 3 m, west laying up. See 1
pirty fight at Ford to day with two men in
vaggon mess., The 3rd men wanted to make
peace, and Smith, one of the 1st, made for
hie arme, After getting & pistol his anteg-
oniut disarmed him und did not use the wea-
pon| but Smith made them run their vary
best to get out of his way. The 3rd men he
made up with & went onp; the other started
to the Fort to have the matter settled by
?gg‘d'g offioer. I heurd no further from

Me

June 12th, 13th & l4th. "ednesd Thursds
& Friduy., Remained &t crossing :¥!Lnranua Y
Ford in ocamp with Mr, Macalf, & Mountaineer
Lradﬁr waiting for Teem. 13th. Jo Porter,

m. Marshell, R, Myers & Co, passed. l4th,
Jerome Hanoon & 9mith's Passenger train
paseed, uloo ™iles & Bennette, the Georgia
truin on the 13th. See "oolery & Stamp . Cn
the 14th, nothing of any important. I buy
me breud and meet of the emegrunts, waoh the
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road, graze me horee & dook and eat) und am
in good health to do all, There io & great
gaorafioe of waggons & this point in ex=-
changeing & outting up® and many burn them
for fear they will do others good, 1lkth,
Mon drown on M. Platte here crousing.

June 15th, Saturday, Dr., Revely pass'd Lars
amie Fort in morning. Bournes, Givens, Brown
& others of Lewis Co, Mo. 12 Ook same day,
Longmyer, Jarvis, Van Noy, Gilbart & Brine
entines, "m Fore & others, evening, of Pale
myra & New London, Mo, Mr. A. Church with
word from J.H, Frush to me thip day at

noony Bt Olair with teem f ptook same time,
U.B. Train and eskort arrived at Fort this
svening. :

June 16th. Sunday. Still cumpt'd with Mr.

Medoalf on bunk of Platte. Grazed euot of

river in forenocn and tied out in the lime

its of fort boundo at night. Yed 8 fine

meus of Fioh for supper with lr. Yedoulf.

iafter leaving Fort larumie tho difficul-
ties of the route inorensed, A8 u oonse-
quence, it was the custom of the omi-
grantes to here shorten their wagons by
cutting off the reacheo and wugon boxes,
or to purchupe or trude their heuvy wug=
ono for lighter ones.
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