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Mr~ Ferris 52 ... this er~ sg was the subject of dread for some 
days; we er told of dangerous quick sands, which sometimes utterly swampe 

the traveller; the water, however, was low, d we had no tr-b 
The ct between this ford and NF is a.n uneven barren. We trav it, howv 

in one day; and for the last 5 mi fo ndit broken up into prec ridges and 
hillocks, cposed of spongy limestone 

,,./ M.i&'( Ketcham 53. . James has bn sitting on the tongue of the ~ft 
carraige ta [kg to me ana. washg his neck and face. The mostuitoes v bittehn 
bitten him so he looks as thougi he had the measles. He has bn ~utting tallo 
on to cure ... the river 'is not so deep anywhere but that it might be forde 
wo much diffic if it were nt f the quicksands at the bttom. Th re is one b o 
but it is used excl f the crossg of sheep. It was eng so far ahead th~t 
Mr Gd v to wait nearly a week bf he cd v it f his. So h ccludd to get us 
a.cross and try some other way f the sheep. They went over first w th ox 
teams. Half oth load was taken out and the first one taken over with the 
utual team, two yokes of oxen. The second one they did not try in that way 
but put the four yoke onJ . . 2 in carragie .• horseman topick out the way. 

The rv is q quarter o a mi wide, but we took such a course as to make 
it nearer half a mi f us. The wtr came into the c. so that we had to put2r 
feet on the seat to tkeep them dry •.. The current oth Pis very swift. 
Lookg upon the j swi ~tly rung wtr makesme a 1 seasick, soi might not be 
safe for me to ride a horse oYer, 

The wtr oth Pis o a yellowish mud colour nd csid quite unhealthy 
to drink. I be there r sa.l ts &1.nd s al era tus in it. I v drunk a g dea.l of it 
but have had no diarhea yet -- quite the other extreme 

At first Mr. G tried gettg his sheep over by ta.kg them in the wgs. The 
. first load he tried upset an~ spilt out. They tried ligher loa~s but fuund it 

too hard f the catl and too slow. Yest they corked the boxes of the two 
wt ox wgs and usedth~m f boats. The horses draw them. So far they v succ 
ve well, but it will take them s o days to get them all over, not aslong, how, 
as he dv to wait f the ferry boat •. .• 

R course . not/ along ~ I\.~ -,~,- (?) 
.. All around us each side oth rv er sheep, catl, horses, wagons, men 

wmn a.nd childrn -- rn catl nd sheep than I ever saw before in my life •. then 
tens of thousands .. it is astonishg to see what a multitude is moving on, 
and now when it is so late in the season, and the gr rush is supp tb over. 

Camilla and I both burnt r arms vebadly while washg. They er r e d &n 
swollen and painful as t,,o scalded w boiling water. R hands r blacker than 
any farmer's, and I do not see that there i- any way of preventg it, f' evthg 
has tb done in the wind and sun. il faces are pretty well tanned, but nothg 
like r hands . . . nothing to prevent fro ,,: scorching rays. . not t -'-1e sign of 
a tree tb seen xcept on an island far up in the river ..• 

Yest i.t was very cold.· W our shawls and cloaks on we sufrd ve much 
ff~/i/t~i with the cold. Yest noon while we er eatg f dinr r tent came near. 
blowg over again. It was torn in sev places. I hope it 1 n blow all to 
pieces bf we get there 

.. no water now except fm the river . . slight attack of d .. every time 
I am unwell at all I go wo a meal or two of victuals, and soon get well. Ra v 
not taken a pa, rticle of medicine si ce I le ft We st port. Somehow the others 
do not get well soon. James is sufferg a g tieal fm his sunburnt -arms. Inv 
saw anything oth kind so swelled . 

it We v ketp a.long the north side oth SF, till tonight, just before 
sundown, we ca~ to the upper ford. There is the road from the opp site, and 
we all strike across the pr tu the ss NF. The roadnow is very broad and lo ok 
as tho it had bn much tvd. As we p by the f we cd see cp after cp all waitg 
f the rv to fa.11 so th~t they c cross. Among the rest was an I camp. About 
their lodges was a mult ofhorss. I am glad they r not this side oth rv. As 

we came up on the bluffs, after turng off, we had quite an esxt view up and 
down the rv, but there was too much samen today .. Fm the highest point 



•' 

we ~o.uld see but th;t"ee tree's and not a bush, 
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1859 - J. A. Wilkinson - 11 

Thursday- Ma7 26th. 
Rather cold. Feed is good. ReaUlled our journey- up the South Side of the South Platte. 
This is on the regular Pikes Peak Road but tomorrow we cross the Platte and will See 
no more returning Starved PikesPeakers and I am glad or it. Uncle Dan thinks it he 
can get to Hangtown, California he can make a raise in the mines yet.hd as for Dan 
and myself we hayent anything to lose b;y toing, and nothing to make by going back to 
Jlichigan. Met. more Sioux Indians going to fight the Pawnees in Eastern Nebraska Ter
rito17. Camped within 12 miles of the crossing. Traveled 25 miles. 

Priday May: 27th. ... 
Pind some Alkali water S anding in pools that we have to guard against. Arrived at 
the ford or-south Platte~at noon. There is an Indian village and Trading Post here. 
We begin preparations tor crossing b;y making a temporary in.atror~ across the top of 
our wagon boxes to get our provisions above water. The River is a shifting bed of 
quick sand from 4 to; feet deep and over a quarter of a mile wide. We put 6 ;yoke 
of cattle on a wagon and with 2 men with a long Rope ahead of the leaders and men on 
each Side or the wagon with poles to keep it trom upsetting when going into 
holes. Some times the lead.ere are in Swimming water but the Rope takes them alon 
The traders have a nat boat that they operate with Indians and do a good business 
hauling goods over. Some Horses wonit swim but lie down and have to be choked and 
-pulled over with ropes. And mules are worse than horses. 

We have some tun in spite of cold water and danger or getting in over our heads. 
The channel is changing all the time and the, Indians make something acting as guides. 
We got over all right-changed our clothes took a turn at the jug just for Spiritual 
consolation. Went 3 miles towards North Platte and camped. Traveled 15 miles. 

Saturday llay 28th. 
Country Rolling Prairie and not very good Soil. Arrived at Ash Hollow at noon and stopped 
at a fine Spring a mile from the Horth Platte. This is the place where General Harney 
killed so many Indians with the Soldiers. •• et a lot of Sioux• a today- with their 
families mOYing.. The wigwam. po1es SOJll8._ 98 20 feet long are lashed to the sides of the 
Poniea and Baskets are las.lied to the poles. behind the P~ where the Pappooses are -
carried. This Hollow is- the mos.t-- dang&~GWJ- place to be attacked by Indiana. that we 
have Seen on the whole Route. Paaaed a Trading Poa-t- this afternoon. Went- 6 miles 
beyond and camped. Traveled 20 miles. 

61 Sunda7 llay 29th. 
Valley narrow Bluffs high and rocky. - Some Alkali and plenty of dry Red Cedar ror 
wood. Weather warm in middle or the day. A black Bail Storm came up after e 
camped tonight. These storms are frequent and dangerous on account of stampeding our 
cattle. Roads Sandy. Travel~ 20 miles. -

Monday y 30th. 
Some ilkal.1. Roads Sandy and heavy. Wolves and Coyotes make nights hideous. la 
a Grey wolf larger than a newfoundland dog. Prairie dogs are barking at us all 
along the Roads. They live in holes like Badgers in villages. Camped on Rush Creek. 
Traveled 25 miles. 

62 Tuesday 11&7 313t. 
Some Scrubby Pine in the Bluffs on our lef't. Plate River is on our Right. large pools 
of Alkali water.Stopped on a creek opposite Court Bouse Rock, with Chimeny Rock 
visible in the distance. Some of the boys visited Court House Rock which 1, a natural 
curiosit7. It wae my turn to drive and could•nt go. Distance is very deceiving here. 
What you think is one mile distant is five on account of the clearness of the atmos
phere. The boys came in late from visiting the Rock tired out and much surp~~sed as 
to distance. Traveled 30 miles. - -
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28 ADVENTURES IN THE F.AR WEST. 

For several days, om travelers have journey· 
ed on meetin,.,. with no serions trouble and hav-

' 0 . 

ing the usual incidents of caIDp life. They have 
been traversing "The Divide," as it is called, be
tween the Little Blne and the Platte. 

On the 1st of Jone, they reached Fort Kear
ney, and .were hospitably receh·ed and entertain
ed by Captain Thompson and his estimable lady. 
To those who have all their lives been accustomed 
to the comforts and refinements of life, there is 
no sight more pleasing, after having been denied 
them than a clean, well kept house and a boun
teous and well spread table. Our travelers en
joyed the generous hospitality of the Fort, and 
continued their journey with_ hearts filled with 
gratitude to their kind friends. 

On the 7th day of Jnne, the party rea~bed the 
Platte River. They found it swollen from the 
Jone freshets and rising rapidly. A consultation 
wa.s held as to whether they should make a ford, 

·and cross at this point, or go on to J'ulcsbnrg, 
the regular ford. 

- As the river was rising at therate of six in
ches in twenty-fonr hours, they considered it_ 
danQ'erous to delay and they proceeded to dig 
awa; the bank to make a road. Mr. Brink had 
a pair of large mules .and he was to lead 01:f, and 
Mr. Burlingame's fo~r horse team was. to f~llow. 

, 

\ 

IN THE RIVER. 29 

All being ready, the ladies sitting upon the 
boxes inside the wagon, holding theehil~ the 
Burlingame ontfit plunged in. Thefront..-heels 
went down with a crash, the water pun.red into 
the· wagon bed in torrents and the ho~ were 
almost submerged. Mr. Ilurlin!!3llle ~ · ;_ 
·one of the horsei::, and as the hor.;.e be mi.s riding 
foll, Mr. B. jumped from his bark on to the front 
lender, and by guiding him carefully, mSI13t,~ 
to start the whole team. They had proceeded 
only a few rods, when the wagon was 60 clogged 
by the quicksands which the swift current carried 
agairn,t the wheels, that the horses could no long-
er move it. -

Here was a dilemma indeed, a wagon SG deeply 
im bedded in quicksand that four.horses could not 
move it, and the sand rapidly accnmulw.ng. 
The party on shore were anxiously w;ltchingwith 
their glasses and, seeing the danger, a number of 
the gentlemen rode into theril·ertorender~ 
tance. They jumpe~ from their horses in the 
midst of the roaring current, pnt their shoulders 
to the wheels of the wagon and, raising them 
out of the sand, enabled the horses to move on. 

In this way they worked, until a new diffi.cul.. 
ty presented itself: They were losing the ford. 
The horses were begin11ing to swim. & ~ 
com.-se was certain destruction, Mr. Burlingame 

• 



3) ADVENTURES IN THE FAR WEST. 

J -.._:__ ~ea from the horse into the water, to hnnt 
fo::- 6e ford. He would swim first in one direc
tis:;::_ ilien in another, till he could find bottom, 
:s..r:,: Yould then order an advance. Tho good 
fr:~as would raise the wheels out of the quick
S!.::.•='=_ the noble steeds give a spring and on they 
v.:~-::;.::; go for a few rods, until out of breath. 
T:::~ =-;~.!'t_y on shore watched every movement 
vi-::==. ":- :-~athless anxiety, and expected every mo
rr:.-~::.: '.:" :, 6ee wagon, horses and men carried a
w-... :- !::J" the almost resistless current. 

1,--'""E.. B.. Mjss-Ju1ia and the children remain
ed :.....~de, in silent terror. Mrs. B. gave l'ne 
ECT?-L-n when her hushand jumped into the river. 
)f== ..T nlia displayed great presence of mind and 
hr·~ tlie children quiet by a resort, first to pun~ 
i.;;.n7;,c11t and then to the sugar bowl. Mrs. B. 
~ so whoJiy absorbed by the terrors of the 
i:;i~o~ that, as Miss J nlia afterward said, ~'she 
did rx:•t notice me when I chastised the baby, 
Le~ tbough I sat by her side." "By the aid _ 
of o=r heroic and daring friends, and our good,
Etmrt steeds," Mrs. B. wrote to --a friend, "we 
1lrere' at length rescued from a watery grave, and 
afte- being in the river an hour aT1d _a half, we 
lance.~ on the oppJsite side of the treacherous ~-

CHAPTER V. 

AN INDIAN :MASSACRE. 

The sun rose on the morning of Jone 8th, on 
our travelers in camp 011 tl1e north side of the 
Platte. The day was bright and beautiful and 

. ' as 1t ".Va~ the Sabbath, it was spent in resting 
from the fatigues of the day before. A mem
her of the company decided to return to Chieago, 
and many letters were entrusted to his care. The 
Post-Offices in this region are few and far 
between. 

As the train was moving along, next day, June 
9th, everything working well and everybody in 
good spiri t:s, the sky was suddenly overcast. 
The .:violet clouds portended a storm of hail and 
wind. 

Nothing is more dreaded on these plains than 
these wind and l1aH ~torms. The train halt-ed 
and commenced preparin~ for the stormT ~~ 

.. 
. .. 

. -~/-,' 
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1849 Joseph Hackney 17 
• 

May 30 
Laid by this day last night was one of the stormiest i eve.t' heal."'d tell of 

the .t-ain fell in tol."'1·ents and covel."'ed the g.t"ound a foot deep in water i ha•re 
seen it .t'ain as hard at home fo.t' half an haul:' but I never seen it pour down by 
buckets full rLoiJ 6 hou.t's insessantly the wind also blew a perf/_ecg gale, 
driving the rain through ou.t' tents and wabons cove.t's like as though they had 
been paper theare was not much chance to sleep without you could fancy wet 
plankets and a tol"'l"'ent of water .t'uning unde.t' you when we got up in the morn
infjJ oul:" cattel wea.t' scattered to the four ends of the ea.t"th we sta.l"ted aftel' 
them and it was ten o'clock befol'e we found all of them some of them was ten 
miles off taking the back tl'ack every camp that we saw had lost cattel it com
menced raining a.gain at noon and .t'ained till night to of do.l:'seys men crone to 
ou.l:' camp hunting oxen they had lost 13 head oul' hunte.l" carne in this mo.t'ning 
b.l:'aute no game they stayed last night at a camp five miles below us 

May 31 
Went 17 miles .l:'oads bette.l:' than i expected to find them this has been an 

exciteing day in the fi.l:'st place a man ahead shouted buffalo all of the men .l:'un 
fo.l:' thear guns and sta.t'ted in pu.t'suit they had not got fal' when a fine noble elk 
came rushing up to the .t'oad as if he was going to bl"eak th.l:'oug;h the tl'ain he 
tu.t'ned before he got within gun shot and passed ahead but knapp shot at him but 
missed him we had not gon fa.t' befol"e we heard a g.t'eat shouting fi.t"ing and 
presently a gl."'eat thundel'ing big buffalo came tearing up the valley about 
twenty men on horse back wea.l:' close on after him as soon as he saw us he tu..t'ned 
up towards the bluffs but we cut him off he was now a getting tughtered out 
and begun to show fight one of ou.t' men 1·un up and fil"ed a pistol at him befol'.' 
he could tu.t'n his ho.t'se the old fellow was into him he pitched the ho.t'se and 
ride!' heels ovel" head luckily he did not hu.t"t them much ovel' twenty shots weal' 
fi..t"ed at him At last Capt Bowe.t's brout him down there was g..t'eat l'ejoicing when 
the old fellmv tumbled we all had a fine feast at night off of the old bulls 
meat and p..t'omised ou..t'selves many a one to come the storti1 last tuesday ni6ht has 
done g.t'eat damage to the emig.t'ants hardly a t.t"ain that we can heal' f..t'om but has 
lost mo1'e o.t' less of theal' stock they have got out amonst the bluffs and it is 
a chance wethe.t' they eve.I:' get them all again 

June l 
The excitement of yeste.t'day has not wo..t'n of yet buffalo in quanties have 

been seen at a distance but when we would come up with them they would tu.t'n out 
to be l'oclcs o.t' something else ·we see lots of men out a hunting cattel one t..t"ain 
ahead of ous lost two hundl'ed head, v1hat they will do if they cannot find them 

137 is mo1·e than i can tell they a..t'e to be pi tyed we passed the fo1·ks of the .t'ive1' 
to day and camped at the cl."'ossing place afte..t' fording a small slue distance 20 
miles l"oad good v,eatho..t' pleasant. 

They had now come to the famous c1·ossing of the South Platte, whe1·e the 
.t'ive.t' was "a mile wide and a foot deep" as the sayinr; of the trail had it. 
The fol'.'d was a few miles above the place whe1·e the two fo1·ks of the .t'ive..t' met., 
and a.t'ound the bustling activity of the o~ossing a small settlement was begin
ning to g.t'ow., a settlement late..!:' to become the town of Horth Platte., e:x:tending 
ac.t'oss the neck of land f.t'om one l'ive.t' to the othe..t". The emig..t'ant t.t'ail c.t'ossed 
this neck of land to the no1'thel'n fo..t'k of the .t'ive..t". The..t"e were roads at this 
time on both sides of the lfo..t"th Platte and the Je..t'seyville Company chose the .t'oute 
which was la tel:' abandoned on the south bank. Al though the .t'oad ·was new., the 
g.t'ades we1·e easy and life fell into a steady uneventful l."'outine that left the 
emig.t'ants f..t"ee to enjoy the tr~il. 
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A few days after the t.l:'ain turned up the .l:'ive.l:'-bank., they found themselves 
in a new wo.i:-ld. It was no gradual transfo.l:'mation., but a sudden vraking one morning 
to the 1·ealization that the East they lmew was left behind them., and a West., 
unknown and exciting., vras on evel'Y hand. The strange shallow river meandering 
among its islets between treeless banks., the clear., thin air., the quee.l:' ungainly 
jackrabbits with their long black-tipped ears, starting up from the sandy hollows 
to lope away at astounding speed., the lizards sunning themselves on the 1·ocks, 
and here and the1·e a cactus plant., all spoke of nevr conditions and hinted of 
the desert ahead. Against this unfamiliar backg.l:'ound., such men or traces of 
men as they encounte1·ed outside their own 01·ge.11ization., took on added signifi
cance. The traders and their yarns., st.l:'ays from other camps with the nevrn they 
brought., the graves by the road side., even the I\formons whom they forme1·ly hated 
and feared., were objects of interest • 

. This strange sect had been sta.t'ted in the year 1830 in Weste.t'n Eew York by 
138 Joseph Smith who p.l:'ofessed to have been guided by an angel to the hiding place 

of an additional Bible., "The Book of Mormon," written in strange characters on 
plates of gold. He organized a church and a cor:an.uni ty of believel's which emigrated 
first to Ohio and later to Missouri near Independence. From the1·e they v1ere 
driven out on the accusation of being abolitionists., and took up land on the 
1.iississippi in Illinois whel'e they built the city of Nauvoo. But their discipline 
roused the suspicion of thei!' frontier neighboi-s., as their matei-ial success due 
to that Yery organization gave rise to some envy. Strange social customs led to 
cha.l:'ges of innnoi:-ality, and feeling against them g1·ew so high and so bittel'.' that 
the military had to be called in. To prevent a civil war., Joseph Smith sur1-endered 
and then was killed by a mob f.t'om whom his capto.l:'s could not p.t'otect him. His 
people., p.l:'actically d1·i ven out by the soldiei-s, abandoned their city in 1845 and 
set out to found a state of their own beyond the boundat·ies of the United States. 
At a spot no.1:'th of Kane's Landing in Iowa neai- the Council Bluffs., a site now 
cove1·ed by the shifting river's channel., they established a camp for thej . .l:' women 
and children and the weaker members of the pa.l'ty, while a select gi:-oup of men 
pushed on across the plains and beyond the first range of the mountains to the 
basin of the Great Salt Lake. He1·e they we1·e., at that time., outside the ju!'is
diction of the .Ame!'ican Government., and could set up their own state of Deseret. 
In 1847, the main body of citizens we1·e brought over the trail from the settle
ment nea1· the Council Bluffs., and only enough -wel'e left behind to manage the 
smithies and wagon shops for conve!'ts who might take the trail, and the fol'Wal:'d
ing wa1·ehouses and depots for the .regular post and express se1·vices maintained 
fol' the desert city. 

The Mormon connnunity at Salt Lake v1as then scarcely two years old when the 
emigration of 1849 began., and was still in need of many things. As Paxton says 
in his Histo1·y of the .American Frontier: "The Mormons on G.l:'eat Salt Lake re
ceived the forty-nine.rs as a direct interposition of Providence for their bene
fit. • • • linen they bt·ought in the early crops of 1849, they knew that the 

139 procession of gold seekers would want supplies and that they could p1·ovide them. 
l,Iany a Mo.l:'mon fa1•rne1· did a profitable business in live stock, picking up emaci
ated aninw.ls of eroig.l:'a.nts fol· a song., fattening them f'or a few months., and sell
ing them again at a fancy p.riceo Few of the forty-niners had much money., but 
they had goods--furniture., tools, far:r.i implements that they could not carry 
further with their animals dropping exhausted, but which the Mormons needed. 
The exchange was tmavoidable fol· the mine.t·s e.nd p.l:'ofi table fo.r the rfo.rmons who., 
by the end of 1849, were well organized., well fed., and well supplied." And while 
the M:0 rmons must have been surprised that their former enemies could thus be of 
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J'UDe 9 

Lef't cam;, at 6 A.M. After dinner mou:xted horse acid 
took a turn along the- ridge in searc.h of' anything wamer
illg to procure powde.r and ball. Got a sbot at an ante
lope. Some DOvices, having DO l:itness, would swear the:; 
hit hi.ID, but by Toby,. I -did not! Lef't the ric!ge an:l 
struck to crossi.Dg (upper) of south fork of' Platte. Those 
who have Dever seen the operation or crossing loaded wag
ons on quicksar:rl wo old be amuse-d. You have beard o.f buck 
ague, !'ever and chill ard shakes of eve.ry c.escriptio::i, 
but the ·pal.sey given to our travelliIJg veb:icles cannot be 
aescribed. They .roll and. rattle as though going over a 
rocky bed. The idea that they are rot so situated is only 
dispelled i.n case of' a halt, wen the load 'lrll1 be fomid 
to be setU Ing rapidly in the sanl. l!ade ten nil es am 
cauiped three quarters o.f a mile rrom crossing place. 

Jone 10, Sumay 

11But there is a noble rest aoove" sipgs a bylllil I 
learned in my Swxl.ay School- t know not how big):;. up tro.s 
rest is to be found- We are no~ pretty ~ell elevated, an! 
if acyo.ne thinks it is rest to cr<>!iS a strea.J!I a mile wi.de, 
rlth heavy .ragon'S, on a quicksand bottom, they J;.c.y .have 
all the sha?e of' rest I expect ever to .possess in this 
vale or tears. liade abont 3: miles. Read r:q Bible- TbiS 
.inst be the land Isiah speaks o1' 11-wben the nations shal.1 
rush like the rush of ma.DY waters. 11 (I .i;:iean the laad "e 
are going to.) ttby did I10t Yul.ton c;r Fitch thirik of ap
pl.yi..ng ste2.111 to Callfcl'nia wagons? 'Where are you, ~. _ 
Loper? Ran out of dishcloths, out l.:cf.aul.'s (our cook) in
ventive gem.us furnished a pair of draYi"ers. Talk about a 
Yankee - give lllfl an lrisful::Ul- By the way, the uorerEP-
t ior:ed articl.e of apparel k.ept me frol!I ge:tt~ married. 
'rhe lady found 1. li'Ore red nannelsl 

.June ll 

WB1ow till thou burst Uv ,:-i!!d.i J.~ room e~ughJ9-~ ... Ex
perience-d a verJ violent stora at daylight. Ler& sou., ... 

23 



fork of Platte at 4 P.11.., after nooning, anl in the day's 
travel marched 15 miles to one of' the llX>St beautif'ul 
grouIXls we have had. Plenty of' water and fine grass. 
Wiley .Tennings killed a buffalo this DX>r.n:iDg and for suo
per Doctor and ::iyselI' cooked that which dist:in.guished his 
gender. This is esteemed by 1!'.l!ll'(1, 11\YSelf one of the num
ber, a great luxury. Get out your eastern goormanis who 
are luxm-iating on lobster: "Stewed, fried, roasted in 
the shell," and other farey dishes of v.-hich "fie are de
prived. "Every dog his day." 

.TUDe.12 

Lei't camp at 7 A. M. aDd ma.de but one drive to the 
I:Orth fork of-the Platte, aboQt 8 miles. Arter travell
ing hal1 our road, struck the entrar.ce to tne fa=us Ash 
Hollow, the scenery of , ,bich was quite ro.oantic, and al'-_ 
.forded quite a relief to the monotoey of that we have bee??. 
lookiDg upon f"or the last oonth. Camped upon bank of the 
river 011 poor grass. 

JWle 13 

Started late - weather very cool, so that I found rq 
blanket coat co!!lforta ble all day. Our route lay tbro.;gh 
very heavy sand, and we experien::ed much dif.ficulty in 
getti.ng ~ o.f our teams through. l.lcAdam could confer a 
benefit here which ·ould render his Il2.J::f!, which in this 
day or plank:'and railroad 1.s bnt seldomhearii, illll3)rtal. 
At times the scenery was qQite interesting, the road ru1:1"~ 
1ng un:ler ridges ha-1:f rock and. haLf san1. 1:ade about rure 
miles. 

Jw:ie 14 

Everybody goiDg against me in relation to the dis
tance yesterday 1 will .::.ds::r;,irice upon it three and three
eighths lJli.les, ;eventeen yards and twenty i=~s- Break-

24 
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· DY 25th ,;-J -

The road has been close under the blUt'f'a 

during this day's travel. Towards noon we passed the 

highest blutts yet seen al.ong the river bottan, sud

denly however, they bec8llle very lo• and _ moderately 

• rolling. Road excellent bnt some dust,-. Saw acme 

antelope, wolves, &c. Pomid very good 1'eed this eTen-

Ing. 

DY 26th 

• orn1.ng ta.ir a: warm, roads Teey dusty. 

Shortly af'ter sunrise • e saw the f'lrst bul'f'al.o - it 

passed down the bottcm between our cam.p & the ri.ver, 

llilder a :Cull. run nth a pack o.r large grey wolves 1n 

close pursuit. About noon we .rorded the south .rork 

or the Platte. The rord at this place 1a at this 

time good, the water not averaging over 10 1.nches, 

water being not over twenty Inches deep 1n the deepest 

place; a good ·runn1.ng current and aalld bottcm. This 

tord is a short distance above the Junction or the 

)forth &: Smith Platte &nd distant :Cro::i. Pt. Kearny ODB 

hundred It twenty-three miles agreeable to Platt & 

Slater's Gulde to Calllornia.. The 18.Dl to the le.rt 
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has been COD."Jlderably rolling. A smal.l streSl!I or clear 

water makes down through the bottan parallel rtth the 

river .ror some distance. This creek 1a crossed soon 

af'ter leaving the road, running al.ong the bluf'fs bord

ering the south side o.r the south .rork to the upper 

f'ord some rorty-f'ive ::iiles ab=e the lower one. Cross

ing the lo-r f'ord we hove across the bottom land, the 

road running near the hills on account of rather low 

grow:id near the ·r!.ver. The river at the lower crosi:-

1ng is between a quarter and a hal.f or a .mile in width. 

The hllls on the opposite side or the river present a 

very barren appearance. Abw:ldance of' game abounds 

along the Platte such as elk, antelope, d~er, grey & 

prairie wolves, panthers, bu!'falo, prairie dogs, cranes, 

wild geese, ducks, &c. Cemped on the bottom; no timber 

in sight. A.11':ali quite abundant. 

>U.Y Z'/th 

The weather extremely hot and close. A 

little af'ter noon we lert the bottcm ail!l passed dVer 

the bluf'rs on ~o a g~ntly rolling plain, no timber or 

water, a scarcity of' good feed. Sho~tl7 ceror~ l~av

:lng the river bottan a small _stream makes doliD through 
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HIid· blu:r:ra - dry & dHp • and .• ti mile• 
:frc,m Platte. Oroued bottom to bank o:r Rh'
er & oompt, No wood on oouth aide, Some on 
Or1Lnd hlu.nd oppoei te .. 18 mil ea now below 
Foi~t Knrney, From St Joeepb. 300 milea, 
I"li1nty o:r erau on bottom, and a numbor o:r 
teEtmei trovelins in eight & in oaffll), \'le.hr 
in River vary 1111dd;y & rappid, Thie 11 only 
11. 11loush o:r IDILin r1ve:r 100 yde wide. 

May 31st. Friday, Lett onmp Early, Travel
ed 3 mihe up River &l\d at old camp sot 
wood and took bre1.1Jc:fa11t, Wrote 11 ·i-etter to 
my w1:fe, All woll, Goetd Water hare to dr.1nk 
in Wolle dug 3 :rt dOOJ), Arri Vlld 11. t li'ort 
Ka.mey 12 Oak, Left c.t l Oak, Lett letter 
in Fort, Thill iii II nov, Fort neo.r wnero Fort 
Childu wno, on aoutb uide ot River¼ mile 
ot1' & 4 1111lee :from thtJ hond o:r Grand ?eland, 
4~:, mihe from St Join,ph, Camped e milee w, 
or Fort on river bank, No timbor all doy, 
Foll in With D, FioheJ• 1a 00, Thare h1.1.11 bin 
plenty Antilopu and nutfu.low tor 100 milee 
bock, 

June lot, Bat•y, Lett camp 7 Ook, Rode 4 
houra and dighned 18 n~lee above Jort, No 
ti ,niber, 10· mHoe from Fort timbor neur road 
on Iuland, 8 miles further plenty timber on 
lD l o.ntl nl!I u.r rolLd euay O Offill 0. t , He re l II IIO 
lloc,t llrown or Lewie co, llo, 011mped 22 milu 
1&bovo li'ort, Jno, Oidin ot -Shelby Co, Mo, 

4, 

' 
take with Oo1era att•r dark. I went tor Dr, 
Brown at his oamp, took hiro to eH him :In 
night erly, He or11mped and purged vary muah 
during night, Night rainy nnd atormy, I lay 
outoide tent all night in rain, 1!1xt morn-
1ne I breakfasted ~1th Dr, Brown und took 
him to QH p11t111nt oeAin, l>r, charge $2, 

Jun• 2nd, Sunday, I.art Parlcer & Oo. at camp 
1&nd left alone on rout•• Jnn, 01gin vu.ry 
bod, I ho.d no hopee or him, Tr•vel alone 
thinking it not prudcint to atuy,. TrHel 
11bout :50 mileB, Mnd tell in with \"m, Fore, 
Jo.rvis, August ~uston, V1&nay und othore 
trorn .Po.lreyra, 11ncl Oritt Br:l11int1na & other. 
from New London• sto.y with thom, Oupt and 
breaokfaated next morning, 3 or 4 died on 
the road in thia d~ys tr1&vQl, oaid of Col• 
erti, Ono, t milo from thi11 oruop lett wire 
& g children helpleeu, They had not moved 
when I lett, 

June 3rd, Uonduy, I.ctt oam,p uni.I round ,,atn 
und Timber on mu:ln uhore in 1'1 milua, Thie 
ia tho tirut above 7ort Karney and ubout 
?b miles, Po.sued S:lnolwir with cuttle here, 
Cumpt with Oent 1 n from Platte Co, I.to, at 
heud of ao.nd blurre, Truveled 34 or~ mil•• 
to day. Near thiu 1 roo.d le1,vu13 Hivur &: out • 
bend on high ground, No wood or wnter to 
oroou:lne or o. Fork Platte, 20 m:ll~s, Toke 
wood from R:lvor &.2 Brnnoh~e thut you oroe1 

fl 
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whe·n you 1trik1 the t1ret high sround 90 
or 100 milts above Fort Karney. Pa11ed 
11111.rl)' teems to day, 'l'nveled alone all day, 
'l'rel.l, 

Jur1• 4th, 'l'uueday, 'l'rlLVtled 20 milll and 
Fotd1td Plaqe River by llt Ook A,l!, 'l'hh 
River iB hore all in ono channel and ¼ mil• 
wido 1 about 18 inohae deep, Lower banks 11.re 
vui~y Hndy bottom - water vary muddy and 
not a s t1 ok ot timber in 111 gh t, Grazed rey 
horse on north aido, Took up South fork 10 
milea, Graoe, Crosoed ridge to North tork 
2 niilee & 011.mped on Bottom, Good grau tor 
5 railea, Stay thie ni1;ht with Col • .Lee ot 
IndiQnna .& hie train ot outfit ot 40, Ha 
trol!ted me well with tent and Sup'r & 
Dr1111.ota11t, Diatanoe 01Lid trom Fort to Crou
ing, 123 miles, No wotld in days trt.1.vol ot 
:5::l mileo, 

June 0th, "''edneeduy, lrrom Col, Laa onmp on 
~ Mil11 Bottom took ridge between rivore & 
kept 1 t tor lli mi111e lie tore oome to N, Fc,rlc, 
~o gruoo, timber or wuter, Deoanded blutt 
und utruok river, Poor gruoo tor 6 mil11a 1 
no wood1 do to oump, ?aea Johnson ot Lewie 
Co, Uo, and aonver,,,ed with him, No graae 
to oomp .for 4 milee1 I\ mil1111 good, 1-'iret 4 
mneu H(oi.d) runa nuar Hiver, houvy & 1andy1 
U mileu poor gr~oo1 4 mileo to point, Sa nd 
Hill good (pllloe) to oump, Camp t in hare 

tl 

j 

with l!aldw1n & Oo, -Olin ton Co 1 Mo, Tra'ftl• 
ed thi • day 3~ miles, No wood, Pl11nty trom 
hare to Caetlo l!luft for Ellligrant • \tor) · • 
tew yeare, 

June 6th, Thur•day. Ii! milu to point hill 
l mile heavy e11nd1 2 milee bottom at Lower 
end1 Ceder srovo 1n center h1£h on bluff, 
Oood opring an a1do road k ceder trjeo, 
l.oavo lUver und take eteop bl,uft 2 milea 
to deep undy hollow, Down hallow • Aeh 
l1ollow thh - to River 2 mUeB, Timbor & 
eprinse, Uouth o! hollow to Caotle Towu a 
mileu, No.rrow dry bottom ur1d eiundy, qui ck:• 
oond, alkili bottom 2 m1lec1 lone & wide. 
lnd1-une oamp 1d hare ae I p11uaecl nt 12 Oolc, 
011,mpod on dry oo.ndy creek • isome water, 
lndil.mu plenty, Tro.veled 30 miloo, Oome 
heavy roe.do & Alkil i owampe,. Hoad rune nellr 
River, No woad tor !30 m1let1 - e:ru11u in 
plaoee ever(y) 4 or 5 11111011, 

'June ?th, Friday, Ila.de Ch1cmey Rook, :lie• 
tunu e trom Onotle Rook 64 m1loe, Oood road• 
genero.lly thi e day, Plenty Wllter k goneral• 
ly eruoo novar more than I\ or~ mil110 upart, 
Court Houeo Rook & ort·ek ol'. gciod running 
water 30 tt wido, 10 in d1u1p 1 13 milu be
foro you reuoh Chimney Roal:, J~aoBud Jooob 
Hightn & R, Meyere , Jo Po1:er ,~ Co, at 12 
Ook thio duy, Cump'd with !~r. s, ntiiloup & 
W_m llor of Ghel'ay Co, !.-fo, Vary eood aumping 
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to11 e. miles. :No wood, 

Jun, 8th, Saturday, Traveled trom e m1111 
Eatt ot Chimney Rook to 6 mileo w11t Boott, 
blutte, 33 milee, From Chimney Rook to 
Sootte blutre, 20 mile,. l • t 10 mil11 sood 
sr~e1 1 road neur river, R(oad) lea.vee 
river then 11.n<I poor ·111•11.111 to creek 12 milu 
wett Sootte Dlutt, Cold epring w11t end 
Ooottu Blutr, Thie Bluff and other eurround, 
ine;, formina u. Bra.at \,aeon between tham and 
uffording a vary Romt.ntio uoenery. You PHI 
tht·ough _baoin and lec.ve the lllurt next 
rhor, 141.loh Hed· Seedez• .'ii pin11 note on baein1 
look ue it it wue floorwood, None growing 
only o:n olU'feu, Lay in wood ~ere and 11.t 
blut:t', Indiu.n Vill&,!!11 and llm_1th Shop tom
l>IH'u.lly ut spring on 'clutt r11fer 1 d to a.bovo, 

June Uth, Sunduy Moris:, e mileu wut 1300th 
Bluff, 6 miles further to fine otroam olear 
,1u.t11r1 soocl to camp for 2 m1leo, Next 7 
mileo hilly and muoh heavy e~nd until 
otrikl!I B(iver) bottom, 1''ater & gru.eo for 3 
m1l!iu to gru.vol Jloint ot hills I'<! 11oma tim• 
bo r, 2 im11u to Tr~di ns .Poet. noa.d on · 
b(un)k Hiver, l~ ~ile1 on bottom, gruo1, 
wood & wutor, R011d luve River, tuko(i,) 
hill~ m, uoroao to Larama Fork, Orioe, lf 
m, to Fort, Not allowed to Hru.ze near it, 
:,'ort lituated on Lo.ro.roo 'Fork, it 111, UJI, 
Vury Pirty 11tu11tion on~. of r vor, I did 
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not get within 6 mi lea ot ·ll'ort thh day, 
Enoamp'd \ljith train from Oaliway Co, llo, 
:r::11t tho lae-t provieion11 I ho.d, In good 
health, Truveled about 38 mile~ thio da,Y, 
Dr, Rioh1.1rd Jones in niy Co, -

June 10th 1!ond11y. Rode II mil.11 to Jl'ort 
lararno1 arrived wt 7 A,ij, orow~ed hurd, & 
got ou1" llre11kfw.et 11! 37to e1loh, Ragiatued 
rq no.mo and went back on roud ~ milee to 
eiKze horoae. It hailed in the evening 
emartly, There 111 a vo.ot qlmnt :Lty ot wag• 
gone left here, Tr11dero pretend 10 trade 

. for thorn, but po.y no thins, ~ 011n buy of them 
a new wa~gon or ohoioe for 120, Suw K wug
fOn f4 4 set ho.rneee ooot 1n Ot,1teo !180, 
given tor 4 ~aok nddlee, They aall here kit 
$2 a piece, Hl!l turnod to For·t at·night & sot 
auppor & lodains 1n meeo room, Bot to dwy 2 
lb ooffoe, 7001 2 lb ougwr, 60~1 0 lb Huoon 
t!Oo k O lb hard :Bread, !iOo, '"m Brr.do haw &1 Oo 
paooed to do.y, alco Uo Pike & Otrauehter. 
nee Dr Du.rt ie t t. lluokhuraon P~ 01) u.rv I d in 
1'/fhfo tn1n wo.e th11 aubJeot o.r rn-ioh lldvanoe 

publicity in tho newupaporu cf th~ duy. It 
wo.o un 11Expreee Puueonser Tr,1;1.in", c,.nd v.u1 
oxpt1oted to 11111,ke tho quio l,out trip or the 
eo11.oon. On Uuy ~8th, however, it Wku etruok 
by a tornado u.nd loot 26 or ita b11ot horoee 
o.nd mull!lij in the ree-iltin~ ot11.mp~du, Sue 
Saviyer 11 Journu.l, p, :~6, 
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ova's• left next day. 

June 11th, Tuesday, Le!t rorts could set no 
breakto.et, Went baok to ford and cooked aolllt 
provieione and then went l½ m eaet to graze , 
horse, I!eeker, :Fisher, Hawkins. Young & Oth
oro ot Lewie & Knox O.o, Uc, in camp all day 
waehins up on ee.11t side I..arame Fork on bank, 
!!o l:'ike & Oo 3 m, we II t laying up. See l 
pirty tight at Ford to day with two men in 
v111ggon mee a, Tho 3rd lll6>n wanted to make 
peace, and Smith, one of the let, made for 
hio o.r1110, .\fter gett1ns III pietol hill antag
oniclt diaarmed him und did ' not uu the wea• 
pon1 but Smith made th~m run their vary 
beet to e;et out or hie way, The 3rd man he 
rrw.do up with & went on1 the other ete.rted 
to the Fort to hnve thci 11111,tter settled by 
Ocmid'g officer, I hourd no turthor from 
thern. 

Jun,1 12th, 13th & 14th. 1~edneaduy 1 Thursday, 
& F:~iduy, Re111ained &t orouing of Laramie 
Ford in Ollll1P with l!r, MaoaU', a· ~-lountaineer 
tri.,:lo:r wuiting tor Teein, 13th, Jo Portei•, 
"'m, Mauhell, R, !eyers & Oo, paeeed, 14th, 
Jerome Ha.noon & •mith•~ Paoeenger train 
paoood, uloo Nilee & Bennette, the Georgia 
t ruin on the 13th, See "'cola ry & Sh.mp , en 
tho 14th, nothing or uny important, I buy 
me bro"d and meet ot the emesru.nte, waoh tht 
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road. gra&!i me horae & oook t.nd eat J 111nd am 
in sood health to do all, There 10 a sreat 
aaorarioe or waggone •1 thie point in ex
ohnngeing & outting up and ~y burn them 
tor rear they will do others good, l~th, 
Mnn drown on N, Platte here orouains, 

June 15th. Saturday, Dr, Revoly pae11'd Lar• 
amie Fort in morning. Bourne11, Oivone, Brown 
& others of Lewie Oo, Mo, 12 Oo~ eame day, 
Longreyer~ Jarvie, Van Noy, Gilbert & Br1n
entinos, ''Im Fore & others, evonins, or Pal• 
myra & New London, ~o. Yr, A, Cnurch with 
word from J',H, Frueh to me this day at 
noonJ Dt Ola1r with teem & otook earoo time, 
U,3, Train and eekort arrived at Port thle 
11vening, 

June 16th. Sunday. SHll campt 'd with llr, 
Medo.alt 011 bank ct I'lntte, Grazed euut or 
river in torenoon 11.nd tied 01Jt in thu lim
i t11 ot ro:rt bound a El t night, Hlld a tine 
moue of F~oh for supper with Hr, !lredoalf, 
£ ,\fte r fouving Fort Lar1.1.mie th.o ditfiou l• 

tiea of the route inorea11ed, ~a a oonae
quenoe, it wau the ouotom or the omi• 
grants to her11 ohortun thllir wagons by 
out ting oft the ro110hou i.nd wugon br,xee, 
or to purohuoe or tr1,.de th11ir heuvy v1ug
on11 tor lighter onus, 
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