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Kenderdine 1858 

20 We at last got under way, but on acct o unbroken teams, ig driv~rs 
nd desertions it was sev days bf we got in rkg order. Soti the whole 
night guard, with their outfits, would decamp in a body, leavg tile cat l 
to wander· o-#er the ct. The deserters er replaced by betr men obt fm 
retg trains, w ch we sent back r sick. 

After some days of trib we er the vs oth Big and L Grasshopper, 
nd reached Walnut Creek on the 8th of July. Here we saw r first deer, 
.. On the night of the 17th, when 120 mi on the road, we had the m~t 
terr t under-storm I eve~ saw. I wa~ out all night herding the catl, nd 
the glare o lightning and crash of thunder rendered them hard to 
manage. They hardly lay down all night, but wandrd fitfully about, 
ch made it hard for us ..• 

Our next t/..-f night I s c.amp was by the side oth new-made G of a 
teamster, who had bn·run over by a stampede of oxen. A mound marked 
spot on r arr, but by mg the herd had so trampled down the wet earth 

21 that no trace was visible of the resting place oth poor fellow, even 
rude headboards, on ch was his name, bg displaced. 

On the 20th we c to Marysville, on the BB. Here was a mission 
and reserv oth Otto Is. While des the bluff one of r oxen died; but tl 
noble red men, when aJJprised, soon had him skinned, cut up an<l. c to 
their villg. These Is shaved t~-eir heads and were otherwise as near 
naked as they cd well be. 

The v oth_ BB was swarrng w mosqs, and that n while herdg we er 
badly pestered w th~m. They bit through j r clothg and sang merrily 
at their work. We wrappd rss frn head to heels in r blankets to fence 
them of~, tho th air was opp sultry, but in spite of that they bit us 
we er cov w a. rash the next mg. To their shrill, tenor a band o wolves 
on the adj bluff's howled a blood-curdlg baritone. The howl ot,i wolf 
is enough, but when a band of this speci&s get down to their work, it i 
mo than that. They commence w a shrill whine, ch incrs nd. deepend_s 
until it ends in an unearthly yell ch you feel in your bones. 

We er th~ Blue on a rope ferry, swimmg all the oxen except what 
we wanted to pull the wgs on to the boat. My fr Finlay ·and I er sent 
to herd catl on the o~her side oth rv, where we er kept t 11 night w 
nothin; to eat. When we er relieved, we had to swim the rv tor wgs 
ch er not ferried over. The rv was swollen, so that we landed far blow 
in the darkness. The next mg we fnd r shoes stolen awa sm of r clothg, 
che we hadleft on the other side. 

After crossg the rest oth wgs, the guards er re-arrgd, nd r rifles 
nd a few rounds of ammun given us, as we er getg among hostil Ids. The 

23 er pistols also in the train arsenal, but for motives of policy they w 
not given out. Some of r men cd punish one another w fist and tooth 
suff wo using these. At noon on the 25th we met a part oth troops 
sent to Utah, retg. They er artillerymen, w sm cav or dragoons .. and 
Gen Harney, still living in 188~ was wi t:1 them •• 

We reached the va oth LB on the 26th June. This was full of mosqs, 
nd ai night noisey w wolves. Thile herdg that nt, a wolf crosd a knol 
within 20 yds of where I was lyg down, lookg in silhouette ag the cle· 
sky to my excited fancy as lg as a horse. 

Our rt lay the next day ai ong the v; oth LB om the direc PR. The 
rd was miry and lined w carcasses of dead oxen l~t by precedg trains, 
ch f the air w sickening odors. We ~fterwards left the v and er hi 
gr, fm ch we had a fine view of the lower ct to th. south. Broad vis
tas of verdure, tr~versed by belts of darker green, marked the timber
lined streams. 

The first of August found us among a range of sand hills whc ann r 
a.ppr to the v oth Platte. These er a succ of knolls and ridges fm 30 
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to 60 feet hi. Amid their defiles r wheels sunk deep in the sand, 
nd we freq doubled teams in order to get through. Fm these we came 
to the broad, level bottom oth rv, ch was marked by num wooded islanu I 
In the dist we saw FK, the low bldgs ef ch er just visible above the 
pr. When within a mi the tr was stop~ed, nd orders givn f each man to 
overhaul his load, ·and put the fl our ch was in any way damaged by rain 
in the bottom, so as the load d pass govtl inspec. We er forced to 
become parties to this fraud, whether lg or not. We enc at noon a 
few hundred yards beyond the Post. 

¢j Fort K is aboutl60 mi fm the Mo. It was estab durg the 
Mexican War, the intention bg to nnnect the frontiers w the Pacific by 
a chain of mil posts along the P and Columbia Rvs . 'Ihe bldgs csisted of 
barracks, hospital, sutler store and vcav stables. So er of l~s, others 
o frame, but the majority er of dried mud and roofed w--s_ods. It was not 
av er prepossesg pL1ce, but after a j o 300 mi through a wildern, we 
welcd the sight, as we~ also did the sound oth bugle that night, and the 
roll o drum and the shriek of fife the next mg fm the musicians oth 1 gar 

At K Finlay left me. Since the tr started he had been as sick of 
hi prof as the trad dog of th prov broth. He cd see no romance in holler 
ing at and beating oxen all day and,Jierdg them on alt nights, and was dis
gusted w his assocs. Much as he disliked to leave me, he wasdet to quit 
the tr in so me way. One dark and s tormy night, when on guard near the 
sand hills, he came to camp and, awakeng me, tried to persuade me to dese r 
with him and maker way through 300 mi of wildern to the Mo .. I did not 
start ~ut w the into turng back, nd prev on him to desist •• He was after 
wc1rds taken sikk, and went back w the next return tram. . . 

vie le ft FK the mg after r arr and slowly moved up th.e v oth P, 
whose waters er were to follow to the summit tth .fil1s. Our rt was a~ 

( 
a mile fm the shore, ch we er unable to appro nearer on acct of num 
li./,i/s sloos, as the Pikers call marshy: creeks, ch extend fm the rv. 
The wtr we cdn see f the many islands. Towards night we p a Fr tp, whose 
owenr had grown rich tradg w Es and Is. Oc, the item of whisky was the 
most attrac part of his s'tock. Thee. traders gen had one or m I \vives, 

by ch mea.ns they ingrat themss w the _noble red men. 
/2 .We c six miles west oth~ The next mg we broke corral early, 

as r wgmaster was anxious to make up for lost time. I never saw birds in 
freedom as tame as here. They d alight near us a.s we pasd along, nd it w 
sport for the skilled ~ikers to pop them w their whips - the crackers bg 
~s fatal as bullets. But we er soon tosee larger game than birds .• B 
chase .• mtd on~ 1 mule•, armed w rifles, revolvers nd knives w their 
heels, ch nearly dragd to the gr, bristling w huge rattlg spurs, our heroe 
lookd like Don Quixote and Sancho Panza, startg out on one o their wind
mill. stormg expeds •. /escape// another hunt/ unsucc/ lost, locked ami 
a maze of sandhills, surr by darkn and in danger ev moment o bg run over b 
the bands of B, ch er now on their way to water and fillg the air w their 
be llowg. . with Polar star as y guide I end.ea.v to r each the north side 
oth range of shs .• found only by firing final cartridge/ •. 

One of r men, who was an old hunter, had a.hot a Bout towards the 
s-hs, nd skd _me to go whim to get some fresh beef f supper. As d~rk as 
it was, through a sort of instinct, he led the way straight to where the 
animal j~~ lay .. Carvg a choice cut from his flesh, we lugged it tothe 
camp, much to the delight of the thirty men who had lived on salt pork 
long enough toget the scurvy. Still we soon got tired of B meat, as i:t wa 
tough and had a strong musky odor, nd SO!,,e oth men er made sick 
b the change. 
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The road was line w bands of B, and the whol~ plain bet the rv 
~nd s-hs was fairly black w them. We saw them not by hundreds or 
thousancls, but by hundreds of acres. 1'he main body was about a quartr 
of a mile from us, the colum near a mile in width, and extendg parallel 
wi t:1 the river as far ei th ,:: r way as the eye cd reach. Sev er grazg near 
the road nd some came close tor wgs, heedless of danger, nd er constant 
targets fr rifles. I shot one within 10 yards of the 

28 wg. How many erk during the day I don't know; but far too many,~ nd 
we at lost got disgusted w the mi-s sport nd put r rifles away. To be 
sure, my first adv w them was quite excitg , but now so quiet er they 
that there was no sport in firg at these harmless brutes. Numbers of 
them, k by parties in ad.vance, er scatrd over the plain, half devoured 
by wolves; and the inroad made pan them .by immigrants. and hunters, er in 
thirty yrs to drive them out of existence, cep where protec. I am 
ashamed to think that we had ann part of this slaughter. 

To show how near theoutlyg members oth large herd of Bs ch 
darkened the plain on the east came tor camp, I 1 mention that a half
grown specimen, jumped over one of r wagon tongues, on its ro~d to 
water. Its temerity was rewarded w a fatal shot. The bellowgin oth 
main body made the air tremble and frighten ; r i catl, while a musky 
odor filled the air. 

The hunting ot ehe anL.als seemed so much like gunning for cows 
in a barnyard that I only metnion my exper to show how near I beca.me 
lost while engaged in that misnamed sport. 

Bs res hogs in liig to wallow in mud and water. W~th the river 
in sight, when thirsty we had to drink fm the little ponds where they 
h d been di sporting, ti1ough fm its musky odor it was a.lm st unbearable. 
Still it was betern the alkali water we drank further on. 

W th plain full of Bs on one side, and the island-filled Pon the 
other, we wearily tvd on under an August sun. It was pitiful to see the 
sufferg oth oxen, as w tongues lollg out an eyes turned appe~ingly 
to the brutish driver, they slowly moved along. Soti they were lashed, 
beaten and overrkd until they fell dead in their tracks .• 
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