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FK 1850 
/6/1 

Reuben Knox ~¢. . I ·w:ri te in my wg si tg on the old trunk you pa.eked 
so $nugly for me but ch we shall v to lv behind us as we must lighten r 
load ev pas way . . V thrown away r 2 largr and fl~t irons and many other 
articls and shall f lv the two lrgr wgs here as we get no .offer for them, 
but about 1/6 otheir cost •. Shall put 8 mules to the other wagons, 9 
in nu, and ride a.bo ta dozen others .. At best amny v to walk over half 
the way, and sm fm choice more .. Those who take ~old freely to assist in 
getg out of 4iffics and walk of portion of each da.y appear much m robust 
than /,ril others too lazy to do either .. Mr W rep of a perfect drone, 
too lazy to rk but not to eat . . Nv · new o/ a set of men w such appets, 
but hope the provs 1 hold out .. Th~re is nothing to be had here if need 
About 30,0UO h passed already this side oth rv, nad prob 1/4 as many on 
NS. While resting here yesterday prob 1000 w'gs passed and ve likely 
as many will pass today as tiere is one ctinual stream ever in sight •• 

/medical condit ions .. smallpox . . Rx for hair tonic 
.. we v to ford over herein order to get wood as there is not a 

tre on this side fo 20 mi tat I know of, and but here and there a sea.tr 
one on the other side 

Wyman Great Platte, 300 mi fm St. Josephn, May 29, .. Weekly No Stsmn 
6/12/50 .. av. 25 mi p day, a most extraord dr f oxen . . fine health gen, 
tho many long sour faces, taking the retrograde march 

ditto, Ft. K 5/21, Observer, Mo. Rep. 6 / 15/50 . . /f/tli.f-/ii / frli/p¢1/f(i~-l, / -/J.~ 
/,pf,ri/_~/fli.-f,i/$j¢¢0/li£~/-.,/p/-f/l1/~/fj_/41,i . . wg s 2754 , av 4½ men, tota l 76 
la.dies . . a nu o-f :persons, set fir e toth1: pra irie "to se e i r burn" , nv 
dreamg oth injury they r inflictg p n t h ose cmg behi nd them .. Gr d ea l of 
retribution in S>t re in cal if 

108 ditto, FK, May 26, Weekly Mo Stsmn 6/12/50 . • tothe 24th 3462 wgs avg 
4½ •. if a mlitn doeshis duty on this trip, he is kept asb,1sy as a whig ed 
nd has 1 time towrite 

ditto, FK 5/29, ditto 6/21 .. learn fm thePM that todate 5,000 wgs. ; ev 
form of trans imag .. some afoot w pack on their backs,; some w carts; sm 
w drays, one horse hitched bf another; . . p 2 fellow ye st. . outfit 1 old 
white cos .. ii packed, and furnishing subsistence . Most conve outfit 
I had yet seen 
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FK 

233 Gove 1858 (NYHerald Corres) 
Fort Kearney, like moot oth forts, in the W, has no fortificas, 

but is merely a sta f troops. It stands on a slight eleva a f~w mi west 
fm the b a nl'i:.s o T f csists of 5 unpainted wooden hss, 2 or 3 

--s-cor1es hi, and about 2 doz long, low mud bldgs. The hss r built ar a 
large o~en square or pg, while the mud bldgs extend in any nd every direc 
out fm the road~ that run along the sides of this square. Trees vbn 
~et out along the b~rders oth pg, nd thy are the only bushes that cbseen 
in any direc seep a. few stragglg ones on the banks oth P, sev rniles dist. 
Intermixed bet these immature trees on the sides oth squarer 16 blockhs 
gun/s, 2 fi~ld pieces, 2 mt howitzers, and 1 prairie piece. These est 
the artillery.defdnces oth post ag the Is. On the wests at pg stands 
the hs oth co. It is a lg, il°l shaped, unpainted wooden struc, 2 stores 
hi, with p/z~~~ ½iaxxa.s extend~ across its eDtire front on both fllors. 
Wthn, however, the _bldg is much m respec, bg commodious, cfortable, 
well finished and neatly furnished. 

Direc oppo the co's hs, on the other side oth square, is the 
soldiers' barracks, 70 ' by 30', and 2 stories hi. The barracks has 
never bu finished; it is now in bad order; inc accom v wll 84 men; 
The other wooden bldgs r the oqs, the hospital and the sutlers s. These 
deformed s~rucs do not present a very invitg app to the eye, but they r 
charmg palaces when cpared to the hideous spec o 24 long, winding, 
broken-backed, falling down mud houses. Such infamous bldgs r a dis
grace to any fort, territory, army, govt or nation. T!1ey are fa.r in
ferior to I wigwams. They c only be rivalled by the mud hovels of the 
Irish or dirty Asiatics. Yet it is in such bldgs ·that the *ovt stores 
are stored, or rather are pla~ed to rot and be ruined. The govt stores 
t~at er cdemned in 1856-57 , on acct of no protec bg furnished thej by 
these mud piles, aj td to nec1,rly i35 ,000 ~ But why on earth were sucy 
bldgs put up? Because they ·are cheap? No, for since 1851 the Us govt 
has pa id out $50,000 in their c sturc. ,One of these adobe houses, ch was 
buiit some 10 yrs ago by vols, cost the US $30,000. These mud piles r 
all sizes, the lrgst one bg 140 ' long, 40' wide and 12 ' high. They r 
built by ~iling sods up the top of each other, a foot or more thick for 
the sides; timbers are then laid across the top, boards placed over the · 
timbers, and sods, prob a foot deep, on top of that. The first heavy l 
rain niakes fine work with this worse than clay house. Their utter usels~ 
is so app thaL one c hardly imagine why they were ever used. Theri ' 
deu ralized app it is imp os to describe, so I 1 leve them to wash and 
rot down at their leisure 

There r now at K 100 soldiers of diff cos, and about -100 other 
persons, men, women and childrn,alltodl 

Capt. J. P. McCown, the comin oth post, was despatched there last 
winter; he ~ent up w his co during very severe weather. 0~ crossg a strm 1 

o.f wtr near the fort the ice broke, his carriage was overt, he wa ;-; thrown, 
out, the wheels ran over his arm, dislocating it and severely injurg the 
muscles .. He arr dt Kon 5th March, and since that time has had timber 
drawn, built a saw mill, sawed lumber and built a fine bakery; also, cut 
drawn, sawed lumber .auutxh.•:i:tt for and built a fine bakery; also, cut, dra.• 
sawed lumber for andfr~med a new comm store. The cost to the iovt o that 
bakery, not includg the soldiers wages, wa.s about $200. Capt McCown- is 
down on mud houses, and intends to v g substantial wooden bldgs erect4d 
in their place · 

As FK is sit some thousands of feet above the level uth sea extr e.i, 
ly high winds freq pre~ail there. The flat-staff in the centre of hpg 
like masts in a ship~ is secured by ropes fm being blown away. There r , 
such severe storms of wind 2,nd snow in the winters ·that men ha.ve been 
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FK 1860 1 s 

27 Arnold 63 .. /w 11th Ohio Cav/ •. r 4 cos i under orders to proceed to FL 
.. As we er getg into dangerous ct, Jim Bridger .. was eng to escort us. 
Fk was surr by a 10 mi sq mil res on ch no merchants er perm to est supply 
stores cept licensedpost traders, ud trvs had to camp outside the res in 
order to save th~ grass f the cav horss nd rk stock blongg to th f. Con 
seq a 1 tp had bn est on either side FK .. Dog Town, a tough pioneer setl
ment, was lac east oth fort about 12 mi; and Doby '.l.'own was loc to the w 
a 1 over 2 mi, just outside the reserve, ch did not extend as f westw as 
it did ea stw .. 

After a short stay at FK we moved over to DT, setld down a a 1 rest 
ne repairs, and proceeded to spend the money the ra,ymaster had temp left 
w us. Owg to the scarcity of timber the whole t was made of "dobie s.". 
It ·.,,as whoJily supp by immig tr. . . DT was a fr on tier setlment, - the 
ou post of civ, if its brand o cduct cdb called civ. There er no streets, 
nd people built their hss wherev pref or caprice distated. The tnspeople 
er mmostly frontiersmen who setled there f the sole purp o tradg with, or 
pieyg pon, those who tvd the OT. The pop csistd chiefly omen; about 2 
doz perm inhabs, mostly gamblers and sloon keepers, some loafers who had 
no employm but hung around town to rob the passg immigs, na d few women 
of 1-known rep. When immigs put their herds out to graze, these fellows 
d sneak them away at night and run them i/ off a few mis around a bend 
in the rv, reportg that the Is had taken them. To the immigs the s tory 
seemed highly prob, as a nu of indigent Ps hung around FK to get their 
scanty allowances .. In a even sh~t time a suitable reward was ofrd, the 
vagrant d gout and br in the tock, deliver it to the owner, and get fm 
the latr a liberal reward in cash and gratitude. 

To induce the trvs to gamble was easy, nd to induce them to drink 
1 

was easier still. The saloon men paid no license. A man cd run a sln at I 
any g water hole • an upturned dry-goods box nd a few qurts of whiskey d I 

start one in bus .. there was none to hinder the whiskey seller, and when I 

bus ceased to beg at one place, he cd move on •• 
. mostley throng at DT sta .. glarg sun nd parchg winds had sunbu~ 

everyone until they all lkd 1 tough customers .. the men all wore whiskers 
ch cbined w dust and trvl stain m~de them p look much oldern they er. I 

Ev mg fm the various camps around DT issued forth the women nd childrj 
prac all barefooted, w baskets in ch to pick up B chips .. as B uisp, the 
bed-grounds of work-oxen and domestic c a.-tle er s a.lvaged .. the immigs 
f the most pt slept in their cvd wgs or und er them'. The soldi e rs use 
Sibley army tents, nd the ofcrs had wall tents 

.. much leisure to visit v immig and freighter camps. Most oth 
immigs seemed to be f refugees fm the border s~a.tes . many Northerners 
in symp w th South er escapg the ·draft .. they er c Butternuts .• a.11 
sorts of coarse songs and roug gibes ab Mos fm Pike ct, Hoosiers fm Posey 
ct, and Arkansawyers fm Izard ct. . they bore" the stigma o bg the most 
bac-, ward and ig people on the trail .. Eastbound incl disap miners from 
Colo; freighters ret empty to Mo R; disa.p emigrants ret home to "States." 
Mule skinners, ma.ny of them Mexicnas, scouts in b ucskin sui ts and broad
brimmed hats, bushy-whiskered hunters waitiLg for the fur season to open, 
nd men of royla blood loukg f adv 

DT had a sod grocery store where one cd buy tob-.c, gunp, flour, 
sugar, and coffee. Bakg powder was an unk article. Bread was made excl 
of sour dough and soda, the dough bg kept fm meal to meal. There er no 
cand fJtt ·ve~s, no condensed milk. Coffee was nee black. The only cand 
gs I had ev seen at that date er oysters and sardines. The only rea.d-ty 
eat gs tb found in the groc store er ginger snaps, crackers nd sardines. 
Beer was not used, as it wa.s too heavy to ha,ul that long dist 



FK 1860's 

.,.. - ..!:!!'~ ii!1._~ . Cab 1 m fm the rv /June 24, NS/, oppos FK, dist 3½ mi .. 
June 2 5: The rv bg ve high fording or ferryg is ve diffic this season 
oth yr. It is about 3 mi wide, runs in sev channels, w a rapid current. 
Hired conveyance to cross at the moderate ch .or $3., to go to the PO at 
the Fort, in hopes that we shd hear something from home, ais, /, , •• 
the diffics attnedg the voyage, wits results, r deemed am fitting subj 
for a note, • appended below.* 

Started on an exped~cross the · rv to FK, w eager expecta o receivg letrs 
fm home and Uncle. ~ached the rancG:;:~on the r_at 12 /4M., and was obligd 
tu wait the arr~th stage, ch did not appear until 3 oc PM. The crossing 
we found to be~ mi above. Here the rv is nearly 3 mi wid~, nd run~ in 
3 channels, 2 of ch we forded by stage. The third, nearly 1 3/4 mi wide, 
is shallow, wi an occ deep channel, and ave rapid curr. This we crossed 
in a mis cbina of sticks and lumber, miscalled a boat -- a rickety, leaky 
thing at that, ch we er obliged to boil ctin in order to keep it afloat, 
nd ou of ch we had occ to get, to drag it over sand bars, w a soorchg 
sun overhead. This was not tb understood as a plea~ure ii~it/ excur •. 
On the ss we proc passage down to the Fort, 4 mis, in the mail wagon. 
On reachg thepo, w feelings rung high w anticpa, we found nothing to 
repay us for our pains, nd the exertion we had -undergone. This was a 
severe blow and a bitr disap. We had trvd 12 weary miles, crossed in 
fact 3 rivers, tramped through a jungle - a fit home for snakes, lizards, 
and 11 manr of reptiles; nothi , g cd now be done but to retrace r steps 
as 4uickly as r physical cidition d allow. Donwhearedn made up no small 
shGre of r feelgs on r return trip. Another turn of bailing, dragg, &c, 
brought us on th other shore; anoth r tramp thru the jungle, and wading th 
other two br~nches - the water up tor armpits - found us clear oth rv. 
Reached home at 11 pm, wet, ft tired and exhausted fm r exertions. 

This is r exper crossg Pr; the meanest of rivers - broad, shallow, fishle 
ss, sn.i,keful, quicksand bars and muddy water - the stage rm,1bles over the 
bottom like on a bed of rock; yet haste must b made to effect a crossg, 
else you disap beneath its turbid w~ters, and your doom is certain .• 
Kearney City, two miles &hove the Fort, a place of about a dozen houses, 
is fam c "dobey town," bg almost entirely cstruc of adobes,- or sun-
dried bricks. The Fort is a wooden struc; that,nd the bldgs att r o 
csid xtent. A nu o soldiers er walkg .i,round w app but 1 to do; a nu o 
cannon stood in the enc rusty fm disuse. It is the Western Stage Co.'s 
station; here also congreg the worshipers of Bacchus and Dealers ofcards. 

~eeter 62 . . H.Ms to Omaha to Rrns Oct-Nov .• knowg full well that my 
team db unable to haul my whole load over (2 ,00 .) lbs), 1 hired a man to 
haul half of it across for me. The r v at this pt is nearly 1 m in widt_h 
nd fm one to 2½ feet deep .. if team stops, your de~d .. rest ·on islands 
wade ne:d to catl wit whip •• river full of slush ice .. in it f 2 hrs.• 
almost chilled to death, and not vg a change of garments hd to all wet 
to dry on me .. strg to tell, I took no cold, nor suffered any inconven 
whatev frn this exposure 
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FK - after 

Millington 62 May 26 Started ve early nd after tvg 11 or 12 mi we 
c to small v o about a dozen hss, a sort of a tp. Pa sold old Red(cow) 
here fur $14. Pretty soon we came to Ft. Kearny. There r two cos of Kas 
Home Gua.rds, or Soldiers sta here a.nd they say 7 regiments v gone on to S 
Sweet Wqter River. The teleg crosses the rv here to the Souths, ch is 
the side we r on. Stopd f dinr about 3 q of a mi fm the Ft. Sent sm 
letrs back to Keosauqua fm there. Weather ve pleas~nt. Aftern passed 
a gr many B caricasses 

C. Richardson 52 May 27 .. arr FK aft it is quite a setlment and assum 
quite a mil app there r sev g lookg frame hss . . but most oth hss r 
built of wood nd plastrd w mud outside here we fnn an excl well of wtr 
ch seemed the m,st like icciv of anything we had seen on the road .. the 
nu of wgs that hap heri up to the · 25th of May is t$¢/ ?150, stock 24,00d 
persons 7,000 

5126 
J Evans 50 •. On corning in sight of F Kearney (which is six m off) we 

c in a flat near the range of sand hils. No less than 2,000 persons r 
c within sight. Waggs nd tents all lookg so white and neat are scatred 
01er the plain everywhere; we c easily see them at a dist of 5 mi. 

May 27 We lay by today. This mg ab 2 hrs bf d, while 
e er all asleep there arose a terr hurricane, cposed o a witherg ~~it col 
wind, rain and hail. F the first time since we started I luckly slept 
in one of r loaded wa~gs. When the wind struck the end oth wagg it drove 
it along sev yards until the totlgue got turned and stopped it, at ch tim~ 
it came near turng over. Many waggs er turned cpletely- over, nd many m 
dv capsized if the men had not placed themss on the wheels. The noise 
oth wind was like the loud roar of ctinued thunder. Near all t~~ r mules 
pulled up their stakes, nd turng their backs to the wind they yielded to 
its force, and were driven among the sandhills .. at last the wind aba~ed 
nd welcome daylight appeared. Of all those whi~e tents that speckeled 
the vast plains the evenng before I cold count only 3 standg .. T~ese 
storms r c "Nor-westers" by the dryland sailors. What is mo'~ t remark ab 
these storms on the p,l ins is their chillg effect pn all animal creation.! 
the /1,._i'/i wind that whistles around the f North plle end chill a man q_uickr! 

,1 

A cold bitr frost can freeze a man, but a NW can chill a man to death · 
wo freezing him 

Ma.y 28 16 mi, up Platt R .. Six brought us to FK, whose pr inc 
hss r. built of sod. To give.some idea oth market here I~ will just st 
that the price of flour is i30. fpf per hundred lbs nd the p~ice of eggs 
$8. per dozen. We p a man today sitting b;y the side oth road shaking 
with the ague. He had strated to Calif on foot and hadgot t0us far. He 
had a milk cow along pan ch he packedhis blankets, etc. He had unpacked 
his cow whi!e he was bus eng in shakg w the ague, the cow was dStretched 
out pon the gr chewg her cud to prep milk f his supper. The man looked 
ve discons, nd the cow 1 a 1 ashamed at bg seen tvg inc w such a genune 
fool. . 

Towpkins 50 .. no fortifica but a rude garrision for the fragemt s of 
3 cos of soldiers one oth cos are the remains of an old co of m~s men 
a kind of dragoons their habitat ons csist of a kind of sod brick or 
sods cut inth shape of bricks and heaped up after the form of a wall. 

o..F such materials are the bodies otheir bldgs c stru:: nd indeed the roof 
is made oth same material placed on poles and brush. 'fhe floor is of t h e 
solid 'earth. The qs oth offer r a 1 m aristocratic b~ a fine two story 
frame bldg. The object o this garr is said to overawe the Is of this 
region of the US. Terrs and thus protect the E The land in the vie 
oth f is o ave poor qual indeed yet they succ in raisg some culinary 
vegs f csumption among themss 
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7l Birge: 66... On the 18th Ju~e, when fully 10 mi fm FK, the flag o that 
post became visible in the distance, a.s we looked up the level v. , Ben 
andPaul .• ret .• w the info that 2 mi in each direc fm the~ ext the Govt 
reserv, and that a notice had bn posted on the wayside, forbidding the driv 
o teams a.cross that property. On reaching these sacred precincts, we rode 
through on . horseback and disc that there was really no fort at F K . T~ere 
was a small plaza or park, bordrd by ctnwd trees, in the center o ch stood 
the flagstaff fm ch floated the nation's colors; near by er mounted 2 or 3 
small brass cannon; around the plaza er built the barracks nd oqs, with oth 
bldgs used app by officers. A solxier was pacg p back and forth bf the ope: 
door oth mag, and another was performg a sim duty inf oth gh, fm ch came 
the notes of a fam melody sung by the recreatsn within, who er makg the 
best of their confinement. The only semb oa fortifica was an adobe wall 
facing the bluffs. The fort was garr by two cos o the 5th U. S. Vol.s 

•. FK is the oldest white setlement in the interi r of Nebr, and 
was named after a. gen who served in the Mexican a.r. A sta 2 mi west 
fm-the Govt post was dignified by the name of KC andembraced half a dozen 
small adobe strucs, each of ch was said to be a whsieky dive; its am pop 
omen and ·womn was app of a worthless type. The spot was us refrred to as 
Dobytown. 

~ 
Ye learned fm the provost, that by order of the War Dept, no trs er 

llowed to move westward w less than 20 wgs and 30 armed.men. As yet we 
ad seen, no Is, and tvrs fm theWest made the same observa, but std gr 
os of Is er rep tb in the vie o Laramie, where they were bg fed and peited 

b / Govt , agent as pr elim to an effort to make a treaty •• 
a stage sta ranchman a few mi s fm K .. gave us his views on the 

situation .. a comman expr among those no 1 einf was that one white man wa.s 
enough f 10 Is. In fruLt oth 1 ranch where we then stood, he had rec bn 
witness tothe fact that six Is armed only w bows and arrows had driven 10 
cavalrymen, armed w carbines and revolvers, back into the ranch, where they 
er supp by a grr nu of troops. We asked if any of the soldiers had bn I 
wounded. Yes re rep one of them intercep an arrow which fort did not enter 1 

a vital part, but it did penetrate certain muscles in his back, wh made it 
~ inful for him to sit. · . the ac oth troops was repor ted in such glowg te r 
that t~i this soldier reced a medal for his bravery / / not a fair report/ 

We c away fm the· tr, ,;t9 the west oth post and in sight oth mis huts 
o Dobytown. There was but 1 feed for the stock yet we had to remain. It w 
either Dobytown or at the post itself, that a party of tvrs who er parkd nr 
us sec a box ctaing botls labelled "Hostetter' s Bitters .. 11 These sucalled 
stomach bitters were a widely adv ccoc purportg tb a val tonic nd a nv fai , 
remedy for dyspepsia, nd all the other ills th the stomach .. is ever heir 
to. If the extraord box said tvbn pres by Zerus to Pandora is worthy of 
mention as a mag of innum pent~up ills, ch a girl unwit -/,/4 turned loose 
among men, then surely the eminent D~. H- shdv a hi place in the classic 1 
lore oth future, as . the fabricator ·o a bottled-up cpound ch en uncorked, ha.1 
wonderful potentialtieis, not in curg ills but i~ raisg the i devil genly. 
.. the men .. soon er raving drunk .. its base is a poor grade of raw 
whiskey .. vg bcme absol delirious fm their potations of the infallible 
specific, the revlrs ret to th Jens of Dobytown and began a season of 
Saturnalia ch had not ended when we moved from that camp 

As we trvd on welearned that t1e wonderful demand for this nervine 
was in some measure due to the even form in ch it was sold; and that these 
bitrs er the el freq used in barters/ w the Is, and f ch they er re&dy to 
ex their most val poss. Some men wonder~ whey the R~d Man is at times so 
ins ... ne in his brutality. • • 

June 18 .. Dan andl strolledtoward the fort, and fm the dist watched 
the movements of I mtd men at that post. Soon we observed a long mule trai1 



FK 53 - 59 

~y 
, Ketcha,m. ____ ".~-~/11. • Our camp was within a mi of FK. We drove up 

to the f or t to report rss. Mr. Gray wrote on a piece of paper the ~~~it 
number of animals he had, the nu and names of the persons, and sent it 
in to the officers. He says if a co does so they rm likely to v assist 
from this fort if they get into diffic. 

~ 

The plc csists of 3 quite large wooden bldgs, oue long, low 
one built of unburnt briclks. The stables r also of unburnt bruck with 
thatched roofs. There is a piece of gr near the bldgs encd with a rail 
fence, or what was a rail fence once. It is now nearly torn down. Thak 
ing the whole affair together, it is most mis. Evthg looks as though 
it were .gg to destruction as fast as pos. Sev oth soldiers were out 
where we saw them. They looked well and well-dressed .• Mr Gray said 
everthg around there looked as tho the commdg offer liked str drink btrn 
anything else. We saw no mounted guns, nor in rea.litty anything that 
looked like a fort except theiress of thoese ·we saw about. 

Hines 53 .. June 3 Pass FK about 4 oc. Cpd ab 2 mi beyond. PeoplE 
r f orbidden t o cp wi thin three mis oth Fort. No wood, and nothing but 
rain iater standg in puddles on the prairie 

June 4 - the men went to the Fin the mg to shoe the hrss nd mules 
Govt has abs shp ther f the ace o Es, but at present there is no smith. 
There are four large? and 2 small ones built of wood. The barracks r 
made of mud. There is a store where they seil about t~e same as in Ks. 
Thure r 60 soldiers here. They v no fortifies nd it was prob built m f 
the ace of Es and t~ awe the Is, than fa defense. The serg invited us 
ot his hs where er pleasantly entert. The Capt inf Pa that there ha.d 
passed here 85,000 head of cattle and 8,00J men who wer crosg the pls 
this yr, also that most oth E was gg t<;> ~ ,!! on ••• 

;:::::=,v 

~-
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rMrs. Ferris. • Ft. Kea.rny, Sept 10, 1852 (letter) . . the fort wa.s 
soon a.nn as bg in sight. It assumed various fantastic shapes, and ace son 
/i spec as to its identity. It looked like a. rock, a mound of earth, a tc 

tower, a clump of branchless trees, or a huddleof blgds, at times, as 
fancy sugg .. Pierce rode with us and amused mew stories of their mode 
of livg at these forts -- said there were no ladies, a.nd that they lived D 

not much better than pigs. We spec whether the officers d notice use oug 
ta invite us to dinr .. our lively cpa.n ccludd that these bacherlor votar 
ies of Mars d leave me out ot t~¢it the list of their invitationv 

We seemed forever approachg the~ estab; a dead level plain, w no in 
terveng object, causg the dist to appear much less than it really wa.s. My 
lofty ideas of a fort were doomed tb sadly di.IBappointed. I had a cfused 
notion of massive granite walls and frowng ~ batlments:, surmountedwi th 
cannon if ready to belch forth their thunder; and surr w bastions and 
para.pets, with grim visaged men . . ~cg to/tjl/i/ and fro w guns . . As we 
rode up I end help the cvi c that we had mistaken a tp for this fortress 
but it was Fort ti Kearney and nothing else 

The princ bldg was two-stories dwellg w a stoop in front -- in fa.ct, 
it app on theoutside like a neart and cforta.ble famr-house. In the vie 
was a low, mud bldg, ch might easily be mistaken fa.nice-house, but was, 
in reality, the mag. Then there were lor ranges of bldgs f barr~cs, store 
houses, stables, etc •.. Capt Wharton introduced himself •. invita to cm 
directly into dinner, in a way ch precl all pas of a. refusla. I was whool 
taken aback. At the entr we er met by Mrs. Wharton .. and we were ushred 
into a prettily furnished parlor. I was cpletely bewildered, andhardly 
knew what I ix«xBEXlUI.Dix said or did. I had nv drmd there was anythg civ 
about the f(][' t -- I had only thought of officers livg in a. very rude, 
boisterous sort of way -- but here we were in the ,very midst of refisnemtn1 

.. they seemed aboslutelygrateful for our coming •. evethg is nea.~ 
& ordergly about them. There is a 1 cult veg and flower garden; and adj 

to it, an immense field of corn - nd evthg wears the app oth- estab of a 
wealthy farmer 
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