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Monday the 8th we landed. at Fort Kea.rney_ ( a log 
70 of our boys at work for Uncle Sa,m, teaming. 
-t ~ ord faces. . . hail. • gr white 

/VU;_ p 

-..tr ----- - --- -

f ort)~ here was about 
It looked good to see 

~uben Kn o~ l850-. - ; Old Fort Kearnyy, May 19 .. now seated in a, tent. 
b oat co ming in a,t landing. •- tryg to get - r-egulated and_break the mules 
//rec. let ter from his wife by this boat// I have retired to an old 

- shell of a blacksmith's shop, once used by the Army, and seated myself 
on- a bag by the si-de of one of the boxes sent u p with r goods, now _ 
empty, and turned on one side, making a first-rate xx±3±xxx~K:sk writg 
desk -- - Ft K --J --1 -- 1r:: . . th ' ld b k * * * * · . ea rney, une . . J mi wi r wi un ro en 
mules .. 15mi farther and er the- Weeping Water Creek. None of these 

______ ere eks_ r _ bridged ancl.__ the banks, bg high, we v to take out half the 
loads and then double the teams to cross, and in many instances wade 
in the water from knee to waist deep lifting the wheels to get along at 

Wed .. got along. untilwe c to Saline or Salt Creek, and found th 
crossg so very bad that I gave an ox train about i20 worth of corn ~µph 
ta haul r wgns over. Here we enc. • durg the ni te enc one oth most 

__ terrific gales and. thunder storms I ever witnessed .. Eve tent was fll;dd 
nJ some badly shatrd but none prostrated .. the wagon . I thought would 
need a,nchoring to - keep fm bg swept by the - gale. One constant flash- g 

__ midnite the brightness of noon .. /nite before/ made first use of r 
seine and caught some fine salt water f ish, a s theater in this er is 

- rlmost as salt as sea water . . Thurs after 8 mi stopped by mud .. Fri 

/ 

20 or rnore miles to Sweetwater .. Sat. drove 25 or 28 mi and enc near 
th; Pawnee- Capit ol, meetg many !chiefs, _,tc. as ~N"e a ppr their vill c _pose: 
of some hundred or more nmd hss, ,~ach cap of holdg d u1:tc.lrecl or m- persons1 

___ --· The Ps. 0 r _ the most treacherous and trsm I we v toenc, nd b f__we _had 1iiLcfj 
r tents the c was filled with them, so Lhat I had to order out an xtra I 
guard~ As we a.ppr their tn, some half a doz p chiefs nd braves, old 
Lierchurchief, their _hea.d, in full costume, mtd among them, ca.me in · 
~he_roa~ bf me making signs for the train to stop, pull i ng u p the_grass ~ 
intimating that all belonged to them and we must mot make use bf it, 

~ ay:ing, "Pawnee rf heap_, Pawnee, heap, Pawnee good, 11 tc. and w_violen~ J 
gesticula i. i:-~timatg that we must pay heavy tribute. I made signs for tbl 
to clear the road, and told the train (14 wgs) to drive on, wh i ch they 
did. _ They endeav to frighten r mules and did/, cs Mr. Harding to run, 
capsizing his wg/,, and break it so bad l y that w°"ec"d-n get through their
vill on the P, where we intended to enc for the Sabbath as Cous i n Rich~d 
had to go b ack j_, ic~ up his ~ catrd _l~ad and br it along in his wg, alrdy l 
heavily laden. We er cpld to sto~ here 2 mi fm wood nd wtr for the nite 

- or enc the hazard of bg- out a-f-te r- daI'-k- i-n the m of a- band o- de speradoe s 
waitg nd_ anxious for plunder. 

Next mg al tho the holy Sabbath det to start by dayyreak ana- 1 

- - pass - the t if pos so as to get out oth crowd and v a quiet day. . but bf1 
we cd harness the Is .. came throngg in and I had to order out guard 
a _,~ain to keep them fm pi l fer i ng iti-~r wgs and in this way we marched on 
4 or - 5 miies to Shell Creek .• By the- time th wgs all reached.the ford 
about 500 men, women anu children had linedthe bank and the mud and 

sand mired my horse ::- cpletely down so that we was fast in the er .. Many 
chiefs and braves had -already crsd and becknd me t0 stop,- but I ordered 
the ),}{_ hands down, cut the banks down .. nd urged the mules down, 
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