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Clark W. Thompson - WAUL

letters written princ to his bro Edward, i 1850

Davenport 4/5 - drove into Rock Island this am - King a drunkard

Deosaqua, Iowa 4/12 ferry ak Des Moines rv on & Dendex

Bloomfield, Davis Ct. Iowa (?) laying in corn

In camp ne of Weston 4/29 mud and sloughs all the way
darky wants to run away and go with us we v dissolved partnerships
with King /// very lengthy leters // cholera zAd smallpox

will pack X{
add days - I send up teams to the Ferry 4 miles // elab detail//
wPite to me at Sacremento about 6/10

Weston May 5 over on ferry, start no gufde bubk we all tv in the broad
road that leads Californiawise -~ near)yy as plain as the Chicago road
(has crossed the river) - 5/7 me #lected Captain - quarrels by
others, one wag sawed in 2

Wd 8th: finally get gg (no left t!

Fri 10th: problems with pack h
the Nemaha - would like to live

11th: sttike the SJ road toda;
12th: +travel on Sunday, suc

t6th /// BEs are from Rockford///

gses =-- lincidence of cholera
ere

crowd wolves play fine tune
crowdw of teams v ¥ prayer meeting tonite

14th; mailed above by mai/ gg back - wagon breaks down, make cart
- now 3 horses and a car re Beloit and Galena cos - many turnbacks

15th: break left collar /bone, from fall ofhorse, get harnessed up -
every little jar, etg/ ~ doctor checks, says did good Job

18th: banks of PR /
19th: river lined ¥ith wgs and catl

20th: FX welecmeg%ight a few bldgs all shapes and forms; it was formerly
a tp and the Govi bought. -- mailed Yprevoious to you

2Dth: pr color of dirty soapsuds - a smashing place for a rr, but I fear
there would hé nothing for it o to do. . ct can nv b inhavited acet no timber

23d: Sherqaﬁ driving the Rhodes wagon

s kil;fB near camp some us fording sp here, but will ctinue 8 miles
to where/Govt trains cross - constant quarrels

25: wg'have the best of roads, but little grass -~ trade for wagon

27: strie strike down the rv 45 degrees til 2/3 across, then stralght,
making a distance 3% 3/4 mile - to 4 22 miles (they say) but less. . we
rgggot down the hill w/o accident. Tocked both wheels, fastened lariat rope
to hind axle and about & dozen men took hold and dragged their posteriors in

he sand, which makes a grand lock for a wagon.

28th: manay Is shake hands with Chief White Eagle, document - Is will
beg us out of provs shake hands, how de do Fr tragers says 18,000 warriors

29th: fooled by distance of CH& - 6 miles. . seened to go in same direction
as fast as we did - climbv - no rock# about it



Clark Thompson WAUL 2

May 30: CR like large circus tent with center pole - able to climb
to baseof chimney found that there had been people up some 15 or 20 feet
higher with one arm useless, climb to 15 feet 77%? I am the only man

on top of that rock with one uselss arm. - holes cut into it

5/31;  Bluff Springs I tp owned by a R [Irman named of Roubedoo -

also 2 bss full of work princ sett tyre at $1.50 ea, and aman does all

the work himself except welding the tyre saw a man r trade R:FRzxxmfixx
a rifle for 2 1lbs of poor tobacco. HC

6/1: made 33 miles _
6/3: had to drive beyond fort 3 mi for epy er
6/3: to fort to mail collar bone weld, but weak

JUne 3, 1850: call this vol 2 or se¢2 squabbles, squabbles
€/4: BHsad terr of Crow Is we
6/7 Deep Creek we understnad c

6/8 camp to camp of KC had f#w minutes conversation with him - says
we should not risk rss with hofses -~ get tickets for crossing

6/9 has been 3000 teams
4 boats, busy all the time

avel very croked

ebrated Kit Carson encpd near us

#ied tis sprng - another one below here
- Bion healthy this season

6/10 yets I mailed let
6/11 Prospect Hill After Rocky Avenue IR
6/12 / 14 old mt flan says our horses 1 nv get thru
6/15 / travels wifh Chicago boys/

6/36 the pass, Wothing remarkable snow Jjunc GCa or SL road and
Oregon * SC@ roads (on the 17th)

6/18 astoniskinz to see property thrown away here
6/19 GR fe ¥ $5. wg - majoirty by SCO
6/21 Hams/forks Frmen had been here 19 yrs, I lodges

6/22 ?/ 2 Fort Bridges trader Jjust in fro SL himself, took him 21
days /[y . Bear River difficult .. . public spirited Indian

6/18 ,/into SLC not a kernel of gr for our hrss Ms are a curious people.
they £ v as many wives as they can get and support. . ﬁ drink whiskey,
d dance, play cards, but do not gamble dscript State house

7/2! yest I mailed you 5 sheets glving accot f doingsst SL p rolled out
?_6 eaten up by mosquitoes - not much of me left not or more than half
7/10 Ccassus creek, kenyon to jc of SL with Fh road steeple roxks

7/23 pass Lost Track or Lawsons cutoff

?/24 shdnv sold r scythes at SL ?/28 hay for ther desert - starvation
ete. 8/2 commenced packing cr (better off than most) 8/6 CV

Nevada City, Sept 23 what I have gone throuzh I v gone thru all this

to prove to myself that Cz is one of the grandest humbugs of the age. -

;joor health , out of money, out of pvovs, no place to sleep - you are luck
for not embarking on this spec 1/EOmay be suce; 2/10 will live but not money
to 1v the ct; 2/10 will I brrow money to get home; 2/10 will die of disease
15/100 may get home after 2 or 3 yrs; another will stray to Oregon etc.

t you giving items from FL to UPF - cross
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