
( 

) 

HL 60 

1850 (cat no) CAPTAIN GR.lff 1 S COMPANY:; or, CROSSING THE 
PLAINS AND LIVING IN OREGON,by Mrs. Abigail J. Duniawy. 
Portland, 1859. 342 pp have 64-131 

Iv ta.ken some liberties in the arrg o incidents, but a bett 
r wielded pen than mine has asserted that this is the novelists 
priv. Hundreds c testify that romance has a±m:~rs::txwkm::-:: been almo 
st wholly set aside-in the incidentsof tv over the Plains, and 
wholly avoided in the dscip o scenery ///a novel format 

Framer Gray's Illinois home · 
Maurice Statton: I am gg 1-Test toOre or Ca, where :,_Jeple ·,rnn 

t die and then I 111 be at liberty /////no date at all 
132 Extracts from Herbert's journal: 7/12 a tp here where 

sickly looking vegs r sold at ruinous prices. A vorld in mirnia.t 
ure is here. Folks r ~ swearg and gambling 2.t one encmp; music 
and dancg is the pastime at another; and athird, a_collec of Es 
r holdg a.prayer meeting. /camp at Green River/ 

Is of Shoshonee t enc near us. They r loathsome objects o 
degraded huma.nity, bg clothed in bear and B skins that 2.re ali~_, 
w vermin. 

Poor Mrs. Welden had a hard t mew her carriage. Mrs/ Sam 
Green took care of the 2 children •• She bears her unfor beareve 
ment with the calmness of despair and fortit of a heroine 

7 /16 Smiths Fork of BR, turmoil over trc=·.il f o:i:· rnurder, r 
Capt 2.nd liaurice were a1::ong the jurymen. • Danilel Olmst the ow 
ner of an outfit, 5 men w-him as boarders •. quarrelwith Sherrna 
DWJJmore. • Dunmore jumped upon him an beat him severely. Olm­
stead alled pon the bystanders to take him off, sayg that he ha 
a knife. No one interfered and he stabbed him in the chest. He 
fell and in 20 mins was a corpse. • :11 the wound inflic b:.- the k 
of Olmstead caused thedeath of D, but th same Fas i flicted by 
0 in self-defence. 

7 /18 I funderc:;l proceccfon 7 /21 Soda Springs 
7/25 today reached FH. Its walls r composed of sunburnt br 

ick adobes. It is a shabby concern. • This Fort is now· in poss 
oth traders •• 

8/3 comes into camp Captain Bald Hil. Smith. His story is 
sad one . So many of hmembers of hls fa.m and co v died, that 

hall oth wgs vbn abandoned His wife and 2 eldest child a few 
days ago, leavg him w a dependent fa.11 of 7 1 ones 

'I 4 death of John McD by drowning 
8/25 now op::m Fort Boise. It is fashionedsornethinglike FH 

but is not so durably constructed. It was blt by HBC and was i 
tended m fa tp than a Fort. That co v now abandoned it, but it 
is in poss of other traders. • .Is poisoned by str3'nine left by 
Es Herbert Godwin ??? 

debatable 

/I 301877 
ACROSS THE PLAINS IN '62 by William Smedley 

Introductory by ER Warner, Denver, 1916 ms on shelf .• resur 
durg a search for material in prepg the banquet t,o Dr. 1S. on oc 
of his 75th bd, 1911 .• 26 at time of crossing •• t,,IlL to teac 
school. .Omahc1 to Salem, 5 months • • • la.ter "t ret via SR e.nd 
Ithsmus to NY - dentst - practice in Dnvr 
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///54 yrs before 1916 was 1862//// 
heard of salubrity of Pacific clirna.te •• exciteme t in 

, A Salmon R gold mines. • j co of Ill farmers l:v 5/5 by cars to 
Fulton on Miisip. .packed to Hannibal.~ Here under mil regs. • by 
Hannibal & SJ RR to SJ, also under mil law, once a tp kept by 
on St. Joseph, who boasted the sireship of 100 I children 

5/10 Packet Omaha for Oma a City •• 5/11 First Sabbath i 
a region where its sanctity was ent rely diregarded. Pistol sho 
otg to break the ennui oth occ 5/13 O city judic ously blt 

\VIV' 1 upon the upland ½ mile frn rv. . restless movg throng of Es, eac 
jLl1 armed w:L th revolver and knife 

O n CBs the gr outfittg posts oth NW. • Ill frs a.lre 
ady full •• fall in w Da~id Culp and James A. Hall for~er had 

~sin 53 andspent 8 yrs in Calif mines 5/22 depar~ 
1 
~ poe •1 My soul swellled as I gazed and my blood went t1?-r1ll 
ing t hru its channels. • the sublimest sunset I had ever witnes 
ed, intothe b som oth gr g prairie. 

/ 5/_Rpartner Hall comes up by stage •• struck PR at 
North Ben,i:h--\gray colored, scarcely navigable for more than an 
~- exalted opinions of Is sud silted down on first sigh 

t of red brethern 5/26 ferry Loup Fork praise heavy duck 
cloth of the closed wg, ch excludes rain 

5/29 opp FK, 188m fm o • • Sent to the Ff letters •. 
Crossg oth Pat this place diffic •• fordg is done wan ox tea_m 
and lg wg w sheet iron bed, the catl swiming sm •• passed one 
adobe hut, untenanted, the last vestige of white setlemtn 

B creek, Skunk c, Pm-mee Spring, Bluff c, Ra ttlesnak 
c, ternp tp by a Canc.dia Frman, lv leter to be mailed at the of 
fice on opp site oth P 

6/14 op o CHR noon oppo CR(descript on), c n SBs 
6/15 venison fro a genial Sx Fr and I tp, S(1 w:1.ws dressg hides; 
papooses wallowing in the mud by the river bank 

6/10 FL Hall separates •• cross in skiff to FL; 
too late for an I war dance •• 6/20 Cold Springs 

6/25 indisposed on adv o Illinois fr, prepared dos 
r of brandy and quinine. • after addg sugar nd coffee to make it 

palatable, in vain, I threw the whole mess away,and never after 
tasted either for any purpose 

1

1 6/26 cav downstream, ss. Crossed P at old bridge.; 
to avoid sandhills; recross on new bridge • S/27 opp Red Hills 
leave PR -- 6j28 Geese Creek 6/28 IR, bridge, solliiers 

6/30 back to mil camp w leters. Found man in grief. 
hadlost 135 horses, came for aid. Solds stated they cdn move w 
o orders fm higher auth; teleg line out, etc. DG a problem 
fot the geologists 7/3 mil escotr to Gov of Utah 

7 /4 passed gs 2 men of r1r:_ murdrd by Is i::6 says bf 
6/28. I day not much regard on the plains,lsame like Sabbath. 
7/6 SP, disap •• new road, Landers Cut Off, shorter by 80 m1 
The telg operator info me=: us, m-r, that the road was perilous on 
acct hostile Is and. i rcpassable f hih water. As we er not prepa.r 
for such business, we felt doome<ir _ to the desert. . . 

7/7/ during nite Is had stolen stock from soldier 
What protector:,.'. • Finding this mg that a tr fm Dv was about t 

a.ke the Cut off and was 1 provided with tools, ropes, etc for 
crossg deep streams, we decided to join them. Here we leave th 
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the Calif road which bg a stage rd ·is kept for the most part 
in exceL repair ,nd here ended r easy times •• d rec NW --

6/12 bld fla.t-boat to cross GR (E post ::-iotice to bring 
lumber for same) - a sad nite for the Is we left at the river 
7/17; death of Moran from Illinois, wounded, while after hss 
stolen by Is, killed by arrm,rs- -- ravages of mosquitoes --
th ,_s am happnd same day that Smedley & party passed. 

6/20 t /prev episdoe learn about lmonth later. • this day 
come on ev of I depreds •• trunk, empty, burned• wg, scatred tool 
strewn bks nd ltrs bearing name of John Campbell, Denver .• 
nearb another wg loaded w whisky,a a new gr- a mystery •• 
later learned fate uf Campbell fm one who claimed to vbn his c , 
panions •• I treachery, Chad only gun, jerked fm his belt .• 
Pecula r fact, early part oth rt Es will arm tothe teeth,but 
in mts are w/o. • :ine robbed, stripped, C--killed. • C 'had $',5, O 
00 in gold. This we feared might vbn a_tempta to his cpanions 
Fe suspect foul ply a b~,c his companions, ~tead . 

Catl madd_ened by mosq_ui toes 
6/25 ontoold E road, makg 19 days on the LCO 

cvonced that i-!hi te traders and outlaws a11:ong the Is endourag th 
depreds. 7/29 met Young a packer from Saboon River, T att~.c 
150 ahead. He recd 8 arrows in his body, one arrowhead still re 
maing in: the clavicle 

8/1 k2 ox~tErxxh±mx p:ac~--Brs from gms •• later they er 
atackd by Is and most killed 

a large tr ¢sta_.-rnpeded, posse takes after, is warned of f 
by superior force, some s _p eakg in plamn English. lv property 

8/13 one outlaw pai nted lilte I captured,and vvhite s , in 
exposed. Shot/ would not admit BY hadknowledge, but a.dci t M~ 

Oregonian advised tog cross Cascades rots •• Oregon 
girls us marr y a t ¥ 1 4, · or as early as 10 -- that 18 isthe div 
i ding line bet een a yg and an. old maid - Powder R Valley 
9/ 2 f or Auburn 9/ 8 I to Oreg partner to the mines 

Berlows Gate 9/9 t o Fosters, 12 days to cross Cascad 
mt, 80 m 

2 

like most journals, cmfusion aboL,.t route 
an6 motives. 

Db:"~1585 vvols. ( extremely rare, only copy known) 
}1Y ROVING LIFE, by Joseph A. Stuart. Auburn, Calif, 1895 

prelfiace. desire cmx on part of each child toposs copy of 
my diaries. • Geneaology sep in THE DUl'JCAN STUART FAi,i.ILY: Our 
BRANCH AIID ITSC ONNECTIONS. Typography and press-work vbn my ow 

work (except the half-tones)-. 2/14/96 v. Ll203 pp 21-78, 
0:XRXlauiri:q.2t~t2xx b. 1825 
overland journey 

' I, wish to regain my health, cclude to goto8alif .. 1c"1hile 
planning to gov a Cape Horn as least expens ve, I learned old 
fr of fam Calvin S. Fifield try to raise a co to cross Plains .. 

vre raised 30 men, 9 from Pelham N!f~ Others from Maine, 
VGrmont ,NY, and Boston, including m _ elf . • Ca l~eii rss Th e 
Granite State Company and ·united " 1t h Mt. •lashi g t on o 1.L11der 
Caut Joseph Thyng of South Boston as guider he v g been across 

~ ' = t H 11 I I I I • 15 yrs bf and hv helped build 1' o r a • · · · • '7. • . 11 \ from Boston 4/17 in cars for a l b ny 7 in 2 c os, a 
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. uniformedin gray suits •• that distingd us all the way thru, 
nd w- kmiisholstered and saddle-bagged, halp Spanish saddles, 
riflesor db shotguns slung across, we presented a mil a~ecf :~ 

From Buffalo stea.rner for Detroit. • Cni. • steamer for 
SL, wait for Mt. W Co, coming down the Ohio. They had lli:i:xxx 
sickn ,nd death from chol. ad arrvd I 3 days after •. On stb 
from SL I w cholera, cured by mix prepd by Drs. Bachelder and 
Haines (brandy and peppermint) · ~ 

Z:7-.§er"'res of trail maps s!'lowing J ac each aai-,--
at I forma of messes, and breakg of mules, one muie dealing 
blows in all d rections --- (reach I 5/2 (Woodbury a kick in 
the stomach from ch he never fully recovered) 

5/26 to Big Bull-- mules packed -- camp 10 m beyond, w 
Captain Thing 5/29 cross Boone Creek - 2 die chol 

6/4 cross Kansas by ferry - packing -- drted my clothes 
soaked fm mule lyg donw in a mucholti - tempted to j a mule team 
backs of mules, hide bare to the rib's, xpected to carry 15 to 
20 m each day - - have cattle herd along (but no wagons) 

Canvas bags dvn betrn-, trunks - use my rubber bed on 
mule - discard axes, picks and shovels • Lt. Stansbury 1 s Govt 
train passes· us here (See his report p. 24). • we r now gen 
kno'Wil asthe Boston Pack Co. 

6/17 to PR 6/19 FK bot some Rq;AW flour from govt 
mRXx stores at $2. hundred. Lt 8 1 s train camped -¾m below us 

6/24 bTeka up trunks and pack in bags 
6/26 B h1-.mt, usue.l canedy 6/27 SP crossing 150 rn fli! FK, 
bur al loo.ges, B robes, word y effects 6/28 ct'oss, 12. m to 
NP, ch we found tb the main br 

6/8D passed AH cpd at a mudhole, :) lenty of Ilattlenake 
led most of mules to prevent roaming and chaf ng their bax. 

Top of Cr head 7/5 passed CR •• took a rough sketch •. 150 
plus 100 6/6 pncoed SBs •• got a sketch of it nearer h e 
river than the road. Williams a ascen ec a portion of t h is 

? 
' 

biu.11 e..t noon halt and had a f:'-ne viewof surrdg ct. Found the 
leachedskeleton of a B on the very top. Fe ca)sized an eagles¢ 

nest below the edgeof the cliff ~w-
//sketch of CR resembling phallus - ~~ 

soon after atartg at noon passed a sm tp called Ft. Ber 
nard, said tb 55 m f FL. Here we found some spr ings of clear, 
ice-cold water. cpd at n te on Hors e Creek //~cott version, 
s ck, left him to lighten burden of canoe, he floats dmm in 
canoe, saw no more of him trappers found skeleton recog his 
rifle 

7/8 crossed Laramie Creek. Turnedup itsfurther bank, 
passed the new FL end cpd 2 mi above in a grove of ctwd. The 
old fort stands deserted, some distance d "the creek upon a bar 
ren spot, built by fur traders~ sev yrs ago •• The officersoth 
fort triedto frighten us away from the good feed. by pretend ng 
we had some U. 8. mules in our train •• wrote letr home., to gob 
by a private express to start for the setlements. 

sorry cd o r mules, more di sea l,ds 
7/17cro ssed the NP, 120 m fm FL, more snarls, 1 mule dr 

g lunch of hot biscuit made by a ,•roman at the ferry and baked i 
an oven - - .::·.css cattle killed b:" lightning while in the yoke 

Division of the mess b _ _ IR, quarrels over weights. 
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- Capt Duncan of FL, 1-r 3 Es in co came to r ca2Jp this 2.ft, 
( 4 days fro~ the fort, in chase of 4 deserters with cav horss. 
\ He ga-:e Hr.Norris of Ht. Washj_ngtons auth to take them, dead 
\ or al1 ve, and sent ;t'y{ him ahead to decoy them into the hands 
\ oth Es, charg them w a crime ag an E8s wife that would cause 

them to rec short shrift if caught. (Stansbury fails to mentio 
anything farther than desertion and stealg govt horss) a rewaro_ 
of $100 offered for their caoture 

7/25 7/26 ins ght of-white heads oth WRMts 
7/28 at nite the grass took fire from one of r campfires and ra 
up the mtside w gr rapidity and a roar like thunder 7/29 find 
game near us in profus on as the result of wild fire •• Dr. 
Haynes gave up home of an audience for his sermon 

7 /30 Capt Thyng ccludd to kee~) up the Sw to i tshead and t 
strike across to the bendof Bear Rina near west course, shd b 

. able to gain 10 days on Eion. • 1?e learn that Capt. Duncan Dascl 

~ 
on his return w the 4 desertdrs in ch, vg captu~ed them 50.m 

e FE. He was alone when he came up w them at daylight while th 
er a.sleep. He secured their arms and then w hisreolvers pres en 
wakenedthem wan order to surr •• 

g/1 Is save from getting lost through magic of Capt T's 
name. • joined by me fr om NO. no1-:r number 81 

8/13 old hunter under Capt T named Barney ,;,rard, came into 
camp today to tell us that no provs cdb bot at FH and that the 
feed had bee burnt off on then.:... by theis, advisg us to go w 
him:to SL where we cd getplenty of provs and animal. Capt T no 
inclined to take the M's word and prop we wa t till we reached 
Peg-Leg Smiths where he expected to fincl Norris to confirm. • 

8/14 Voted in am to take the Mffi's word.and route; buton 
reachg Smith's hs found from Smith that Ward's stories were fal 
se and his routel00 miles out of r way 

· 8/lo Soda Springs. • 13 m to Portneuf. • this was startg 
point of HCO ch saves 90 ms, bg one side of an equilateraL tr 

iangle, Ft Hall b'g at the opposite angl_e 

8/l!MZ~W Capt T started for the fort and 1 join us at the 
end of the cutoff. Dr. Haynes leads in h s stead 

8/22 to Sulph r $rings •• to rd from FH. Ve passedtheSTI: 
road near camp where. we found Capt T- and Norris waiting, they 
vg come from the fort in the same time as we had by the cli-off'l 

8/25 march :k:EXXDII!l 44 strong to camp of W.City Co, whose 
guide, Mr. Stinson, passed the night w us at IR, r fifes playg 
Yankee Doodle. Wi• gavw- them a salute of 3 volleys in succ • • 
The only loss of men in thr 2 cos•:has been the 2 Mt1-Ts that d of 
cholera and the 2 of r mess that retd, all bf we crossed the K~ 
We/, feel that we shall ctinu to be in the car.e of Rim etc. 

· City of Rocks .//// series of trail maps/// 
Hot Springs V 9/3 2 memeers of the Wolverine Co came into c 
this evening,statg they had bn fired at by 3 Is 

9/7 Meet Govt tr w beef ca ttle nd provs from •-re to fH 
9/10 the MtWs• started quite a fire requirg all handsto ext it. 
9/14 The blackest day in our calendar -- reachedf orks of a rd 
said to cross the mts by a shorter and easier rt by ~1ud Lakes, 
and we voted to take it/ this was/ 60 miles abovw sink of H-
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Ant.elope Spring - Rabbit Hole Wells - Black Rock Springs 
horrors - f nally lose fa thful horse -- a.11 of hi te that 
marks the road for 70 miles - low bred fell ow from -Mb w/ femal 
chattel - Dr. Bachelder ?? 

9/17 apt T endeavored to v us lv this rt and make for 
Pyra d Dake b -Fre111ont s old rt and str ke the other road a. t 
Truckee R. He was str opposed to takg this rt - to Mud Lake 
br of Sierre Ne rada , 1.Jarner' s Range 

9/ 24 attended auction of effects of John Bell of SL; 
ag e 70 - - Goose Lake, head of Pitt River cross divide 8/25 -
passed for ks of Oregon Trail and reachedheadof Pitt River 

9/27lea:rn from surveyors under Capt Walker we r st 11 
210 m distant for anv oth mines. I accid set a cedar tree on 
fire -- lose shoes -- Dr. Bachelder's violin; hymns •• 
Oct 1, a Govt pack tr sent for re l ief o~ da st Es. 

it is ?O ms to Lawson's· ranch . . Ca pt T ent exp.erg f or 
rt down Feather River and avoid gg to Lassen' s /?/ The impr ess 
ion is universal among the Eion that he put up the notice at t h 
bend of the H- ch sad, 11 0nly 110 ms tothe d gg 11 and that shi 
was done to enable him to make money out of the Es 

Oct 13 on banks of Sac at last •• animals living on 
oak leaves -- dinner at Lassens - refers to fa ct that Boston 
Pack Compan&s drove of catl had been savg many lives besides 
those of the m-mers. 

Oct 19 d ssol ved. • For 6 months 1- e had been in each 
other's co •• we started w 7,3 horses n mules , but at t h is t im 
we v only 35, poor shape oc •• Our hol·e me--ss oi' 11 members has 
lost 16 animals our of 27. • a more pi tia l e and rust - looking 
set of footsore, ~ an:tern-jawed skele tons cdnb f ound outisde 
th~' ranks of the C Lmmig rant ar tha t came y- this Lassen rt 

We were fortunate to cross t he divide bf' the sno storm 
uf Oct 9 that cvd the tra.il. • Govt tr relj_even ::;oi-ne. • brolce 
paths for their mules to cover 1st 70 ms w t h w, c and sick .• 
pa ckedup to Long ' s Bar, the nearest mine on the Feather. . 
6 months and 2 da s from Boston 

Vol II other places -- home~ade covers, crude bind ng 

14437 ACR SSTHE PLAINS IN '54: A STORY FOR YG PEOPLE OF 
EARLY EM.'.i:IGRATION TO CA by Manford Allen Nott, Vt • ., n.p. 
n.d. fiction????? 

spr 1854 party Es collectg at a certain place/?[ on MR •• 
I, Albert Ma1 hue was 12, mother a ,-r dow - fr Henry 7-i mmerman 

PREFACE: I make no apologs f th e roanr in ch the diff event 
vbn brot toK:. I collec most of them whil e residg iJ.1 California 
some yrs ago, and the b g tr spoken of, I remem er whe n a small 
boy of 10. Some of tho~ who formed a part of that out f it ma 
still be living //written like fict on , with conver sa tion 

May L cross MR. • just across on the west s ide a 1 tmm 
had been started a short t me bf, and the g f ello1-1s o th se t lme 
took delight in helpg and rendrd csid service •• ca 1 led b 
bell cow -- sell cattle on Omaha sid · 

The Es reach Ft .Kearney and Employ Jim .Bridger and Young 
Will t o Gui e them t o Calif - They mee t ,,Tith Is, .. ~mt. the Crowd 
is too l ar ge f or t hem to a ttack - - the reach Calif in safety 
Th · Hendrix part ~ go up Feather River 
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backtrack TIIE ES Cross the River - Little Holly Comes near 
Drowning, but Albert Plunges in and Saves her 

approaching FK/ animat.ed scene. • target practice. • yg 
long-ha red fellow d hit oard .at every shot (yg Will Bridger). 
JB had bn hired by Es to guide them across the plains t Ca •• 
He was traing 7 or 8 oth Es to a1d him in scoutg-

We proceeded up the P ·sev days when one day the scouts 
brot in 8 or 9 scalps they had just taken fm Is they had. kd not 
one mile fm the tr. wand c badly scared at first, but when t 
scouts retd and said there were only 10, a. d they had killed al 
of them, the r fright subs ded •• . 

Is circled r corral and then moved off to the top of the 
ridge a quarter mi away, then stopped and seemed t csult &ver 
the proposit on, then rode off 

To Sac in a hurry. • JB had taken qui tea liking to rne and 
wanted to go 1-Ti th him. • 

second half: THE CAPI'IVE MAIDENS OR THEPRIZES 1:lON: 
A SEQUEL TO ACROSS THE PLAINS IN 154 

I -)f- -~- * 
,.~ l :> .... :~ 1 , 

294108 Henry Kingman, ,. THE.TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES OF ___ _ 
IN SEJL'R.CH OF COLORADO AND CALIFORNIA GOLD, 1859-1865. 
Delavan, Morris Ct, Kansas, 1917 68 pp 

b~ Ill 42. father drowned 47, lv mother'. 5 boys: - 49 mothe 
md J.1r • .Bogardus 
~ gold hadbn disc PP the yr bf, me 16 all equip home 

made, nicko shi r t an j eans, bowie knofe from old file, canva 
duck, oiled , for a tent • • w bro -Charlie and other boys /no 
date y ear given/ but probap l y 1859 

l:.v Harch 21.~ Tremont. • fmd co and elec McClellan capt, h 
had crosd pls in 52, party of 6 -- hats and rubber boots •• 
shipd r provs to NC by way of SL. • 1 camp wagon, 1. grub wagon, 
3 yoke of · steers, yoke cus, span of mules, l.pony 

pp pie of HK in 1859, from broken dag_erretype in Calif. . 
cross Miss p on steam f erry at Burlgton, crossed DesM Rat Ottu 
mway. • mud. • May 1.;_ reach NC, where we fnd Ramsey andprovs 

Govt tr;,.. 26 -;-rgs, 2500 lbs, 6 yoke oxn, lo ad 4 tons. • 
cdensed prep for soup, 4' sq, break it into pieces •• 

At Elm Creek 5 O wgs, the first turn table •• all kinds out 
fits, incl cart pushed a d pulled by 4 men. • a. cow nd horse to 
g_.. • • violin, tambour ne and bones, ev ni te r camp a lively pl.,_ 

At :ctnwd c, 1000 wgs •• persuaded to change for Californi 
SP crossing, camp sev days wait for water to fall, impatient, 
Rope horns of catle, many wgs lost even w multiple teams. AH 
mentio ed as nothing of interest. 

Camp at Deep Creek /? // July 3, Fr tp. • not one oth sq_ua 
ws d d·ance; dlirewater w/ bucks, they soon joined us on the plat 

Pile bridge acrossthe -NF, d cost $.25. • ford 40 mi . above 
On Sw fresh-water clams IR •• a thing o ma jes t y overlook ing the 
world, monarch of all.,. awesome strucof (g ?O- ' s h ands • • DG __ 

Here decided to snli t up : bro harl1 e , McClelland. ~n 1t
1YS 

elf for Calif ; -bile others t o Denver, ut chan ge their mind s•· 
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No SP or GR •• steep descent to bend of BR -- Stht 
and Soda Sprin_~ /////my g d, d scontinuity ••. yes? no? 

Here we er in Campbell.ts train, made up of 8kmr· w ns and 
40 head of blooded horses~ • l!he ,;.;re broke camp that mg CI s 
train ,rent by wa of Sbulete' s cut-off across a rg of mts to 
Green River, while ?e took the FH road •• 2nd nite out from 
this camp, a fr I came tor cp and told us that C1 s tr had all_ 
bn murdrd , but one woman, who h d bn scalpedand left for dead, 
but was still livg e sm traV1 .. s came a d rescured her and re­
vived her, and took her on the Green R where we saw her. • She 
said murdrs er not allis. - While she was cscious ; but helpless, 
2 white men ravished her, then beat h er over the head and left 
her for dead. The govt troops came out and en they retd took 
the man·t w them to Calif 

Cross Green Rv by raft, terrible current •• from here we 
crossed a low range of mts ch took about 4 days, whe •rn arvd 
at H-R •• H- Meadows. From here one tr went into the sink, whe 
re th rv disapd entirely, and then over the Kit Carson tr into 
Ca. Sm tvg w us took this rt, while we took Lander's cutOoff 
into Honey Lk V, a distance of 200 mi thru the desert •• bf lvg 
the meadows we mowed a lot of hay. • j 

Mud Springs - Rabbit Hole - - Hot Springs -- Deep Hole then -~ 
40 milesto Honey Lake V Susanville and Richmond setlernents 

In HLV we once more split up, only bro Charlie and I remg 
in the v, othersto Ca •• open a saloon on porch hf hotel. • ~ 
bro to Virginis City, stake claims. ., brush w soldiers at dance 
at Susanville •• gun battles t ~:.;,. 37 

249144 ,Senter, Riley, p. b. 30 pp. 
CTIOOOINC THE CONTINENT TO CALIFORNIA GOLD FTF.T,DS. RP.print 
from The Exeter Sun, 1838. Copyright 1938 by •r. R. Senter, 
Lemon Cove, California 

Introduction by J.E. D, 1938 RS 30 lv Perry, NY, 
1849 . 9 mos later arr LA •• among first to treks fm SLC 
across Mojave Desert andthe send Death Vin Fall of 49 •• 
He reached gold cps of Calaveras Ct , bc ame merchant at Murphys 

t1hile on tr and durg fisr rs in mines i· rot e cousin in 
NY State, Miss Ord·elia Alverson, the letters ch appear in t h i s 
volume. They bespeak the sterling character of t he writer 

letrs pub thru courtesy 1· 6 of LC, son, in . hoe poss 
the originalw now are 

Chicago, 4/25 - at Buffalo shipped on A.D.Patchin 
on the lake for Chi, cold nd seasick, ice floes - l ~go by canal 
s., then pur ch equip f or ovland to I 

CBs, 6/ 20 •• by canal to LaSalle, purch equi p --
ship biscuit - I mea l pudd ng •• / a t CBs . nothing but Ms here, 
t he- r all anxious t o get off to 11The Mountains11, sev hundred wg 
of Ms wai t g here for a start •• w joint stock co, shares $50 , 
no member t o put in l ess t han $200 , Sabbath, s !.)irits on l y f or 
medicine • • we shall naf start out rf 11 train •. 30wgs f Ca 

300 rn 1- CBs, Pl att e River 7 / 24 l eft CBs 6/ 26 , I rrote 
you from w s . • had t obuild rige a cross /Pappio/. • Elkhorn wa 
rafted •• toda reached PR, 1ater soft, sweet, ut far f rom 
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clear, tho- as is gen said, csidrd healthy •. at this pt a de 
serted I vg, w dead I in B skim. • sev v remarked i tsbg the 
nearest straight river they ever saw 

Fourth of July celebtd on Beaver R. Guard cmencd firing 
soon after midnight, ch aroused some oth boys hho kept up an 
occ salute until daylight. At 8 a liberty pole was cut and 
hauled onto thegr on ch soon floated the S & S so dear to ev 
American heart, ch was enthus cheered nd salutd •• about 1pm an 
excel dinr served up by the. ladies which did them honor ••• 
Excel oration·, after ch 3 hearty cheers for r ct, 3 f The Calif 
ornia Enterprise Co,and 3 fr speaker. - dace by moonlight 

July 6 at ford of SF river, cross /? /; 4 gs. • ,~T detentions 
we v avrgd only 14 mpd 7/25 stampede - Ms take them up. Fhe 

n we got them again it was 14 days frn the time they left us/?/' 
They went about 130 ms in 48 hrs, ch appd to me ;:i_lmost incred :i.b 

8/23d., near FL we reached this pt today, cd 4 m below -
B meat aq sandhills dry & nice to sleep on, Banks Hotel .• wild 
hrss roarng the pls, some caught by creasing, and tamed/?/ shot 
thru top of neck, which stuns them and they fall, ride, etc. 

wolves howL., of all colors, many entirely white. • cnm see 
any diff bet I dogs and wolves- grizzly bears re ) uted plenty i 
BBs., need bear grease tofry cakes in •• Is first seen by us 17 
m:.below this f •• some 25 lodges op side of rv, cross and. tr, 
handsome but cholera has used them hard •• some 2,00 of this 
tribe v died w chol::i_ this season. We t er cstantly findg them 0 ., 

m4tbe roadside where they had died off, XDJRX!ll1m:ex one place 
14 or 15 •• Is do not bury, hang them up in trees or b:.T poles., 
11 Is in the gr see nothing. 11 

FL, August 24, 1849. .Both Samuel an \5. I keep journals. • th 
tovm csists of one fra.~e house put up for a bakery, and sev lod 
ges after the I mode, occ pd by traders and thir I families, 
besides what there is f the fort now erected, of unburned brix 
and the tens of the 3 cos of so·ldi rs stat oned here. The works 
oth new fort v just- been cmmenced. 

Yg officer w wife and child., Tubbs, 1-mded veteran of Mex ·Fr 
stuff thrmm out. • the thg in the grtst plenty is old iron -in 
various sh apes •• many ~ wgs. Some sold for ~10, oth ers ~2 .50, 
others noth ing, burned them with the stuff on board~ ' 

Gold is sa id t in gr ple ty a t SL (news fm mail c2.rri er), v 
coined gold pieces •• 1-foney is plentiful here at L I traders 
making fortunes,buy B robe for cup of sugar, pony for old cat o 
blanket, but Es pay ~r,40 to $100 •• 

Dryest ct I ev saw •• 1 follm•r the river •• say 7,000 wgs 
to date. 

Near FL 8/25 we prob stay in SLV this winter •• 1-;re walk 
nearly all the way. • j thus far beneficial tomy bee.1th, am hea 
vier and more erect •• 

City of GSL October, 1849 •• left L 8/2'7, river route turned 
out tb only 1 2 miles, t hen struck off over the BHs •• the new r 
comes in w the old about 6 ;_: m f Lt.Bonte r . . wild sage has sme 
11 ad taste of wormwood; g does not seem tohur t cattle, but 
greasewood is poisonous 



HIT, 69 

IR and DG names /no ref to CHR, CR or SBs/. • get sup ly 
of saleratus from alkali lakes 9/19 over SP 

FB 113 m fm SLV. 4 log hss. Sm Fr also v tp. These traders 
r not much betrn Is. Old Bridger is about the greatest liar I 
ever saw •• to SLV nothing else than mtous. 

Somewhere in SLV, about.Oct 10 (first part lost) 
Names of r wgs r Prairie Bird, Wolverine, U. S.Mail, and 
Amphictyon. 12 men, 3 to ea wg. 

We passed thru the city about the 5th, over Jordan •• the 
outlet of Utah Lake, emptiesinto GSL •• dsctip of city, fir s t h 
of logs, now almost altog of adobe, some few of stone •. flat 
roofs. • city laid out in squares ride sts, bts l¼ acre - g 
crops. • cant track gold reputed to be near here • • 

· spiritual wives •• one co 1- over 100 already on the s 
route. 1-Te r too late for the northern. • s ome hv bacl;;:-tracked f 
the snow. • a.lso same preyed upon by Is, vg d scarded their gun 
s at SL. • My gun stays with me till I get home. • we will star 
when 30 or m wagons 

Distance st vary from 900 to 1600. .Hunt has undertaken 
guide a co thru a new· route //he did over 1• Deer Pass// 

/la.st of RS letters describg trip sLC to m±:x Calif is 
not dated. • wri tte piecemeal, prob mailed in 111:, ms its elf 
wri tn in small -script, all space utilized 

lv Nov 10 Santa Clara R the Muddy, Porneroyis train 
cvert wg to cart, leave books - Vegas Spring 

Smith 1 s co of packers fared worse than rnost others on 
th road. They undertook to take a ne11 rt across the deserts nd 
mts and got out of provs and sufrd much f water. They ate 10 
hrss and one mule. It was 2 of his party that we took. Some ot 

men told me that their tongues er parched and swollen, so that 
cracked o:pen, •• Poor horse meat is poor food indeed 

(Ed note: The Smith co spoken of is w/o doubt thesame ·t· 

referd to in W. A. Chalfontts Story of Inyo • •. Smith started 
w a co of 17 men and a pack tr to find the. a. - to Calif by way 
·alk r Pass. He encntrd an assembly o wgt trs at the Beaver Rv 
i n Ut ali1 and in that co was the gr knm-m as the J a .. hawker :party, 
of DV fame. It was Smith's entbusm fo a new. way that prob even 
led tothe tragedy of that party, ch went against the wishes of 
Captain Jefferson Hunt,their M guide •• Senter's letters disclo 
the unha.ppy expers of Sroi th ts co • .. 

} ohavis r. • strike Sp setle:ments about 50 m e City of the 
Angeles ••• no date •••• 

addtional letters from Angels Ca:np, Calaveras Ct 

Polly Jane Purcell, AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND MENS OF A PIONEER. 
7 printed sheets • • see at home first 3 

of Freewater, Oregon n.p.n.d. 192? rec 9/22/26 

my father bought 2 gals of green peas at FH •• I am nearing the 
end of my earthly race. The Lord has been good to me and I am 
still trusting him •• 
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HM 26614 2 vols orig'1nal diaries inked c 3 x 6, rebound 
biblio indiaates Luci an M. Mc Cleno t han lTolcott j 1850-1851, 
but no indicat on of t his name on journal t hellrnelves -- both 
showfrom library of 1-~ M. Folcott - loose biz card of Roger Dod 
Folcott, Lt Col USA, Whittier Ca flyleaf of v 2 shows at top o 
a list of Wolcotts, a. Chas H. Wolcott, Granada 

3/27, 1850 left home 2 pm for Point Harmon, prob 1 nv Hee 
home again /excellent enmanship, well a . 'ho - legi~le//pages 
unnumbered - evidently down Ohio River in Oriental. boisterous 
/ / reading problems from ink showing both sides 

4/7 land at SL wharf •• 6/20 Colu.rnbia - drive oxen from 
there to Fayette to Glasgow - passed Kit cc:-,rson I s home yest ,<?: s 
his brother /?/ Wm who 1 start for Cal in 2. few days Lexingto 
Plattsburg -- SJ May 15 -- hundreds Clas v be timid and discrg 
& 3 acutioneers sellg o:ftf their outfits -- six yrs ago but 1 lo 
g hs here - the point was called Rubidoux• s landing and was. a g 
r hemp field ////the i•rri ting is not the most )recise/ //xi:lixx 
often diffic to decipher, couple:I with show-through/// some page 
jammed w small print 

///// v to · :11ow Creek7/2 at home/// 
meticulous detailed observation s, but a chore to read because o 
tendency to scribble, c oupled wi th, i nk thru from opp pages 
///first v 121 pp (dou le p~ es that is) 

7/3 Pacific Creek s _rings • cdnv bed that RMs cdvbn cro 
sd w/o knowing it. Freroont•s Peak no v i sible from Pass ... overt 
a:V-..g horse nd mule teams .• lg proportion now packing on m & hss 
Estill' s Express lvs here for States, 22:i,oc 50c: ea .. 

7/4 take rt hand road .• suffocating red dust •• on guard 
duty studies plant-ll''s & cstels •• see aurora •• refers to guiebook 
by Mitchell •• silk kerchief to shield frorn dust 

GR ferrynlan has 2 safe boats, is now pocketing 5 to 600 1~ p 
d sm packers report terr sickn on the P, saw 150 gs in one day 
//per day, that is// •• on 7 /12 harnsfork, Sh shone vg w wtt- tr wt 

A.uroroa :Bbrealis •• many curious th:Lngs for geologist & bot 
c?,nist •• climb mt to view ~:mmt:mN:rs 1-rinrJ._•.ngs of Bear r and trib 
most seri:ientine stream on earth 7 /15 Soda Spring. ,Shos11"i,..Y1es v 
firearms and old American clothes. • tp mn na.med Owens. • rnteer 
named Gabriel gives d:tstances to Sac R, recommdns FH rt, i:;wre 
grass •• take Hedspeth•s dut-off, 50 or 60 ms nearer than FH 
rd, •• best ct for agriculture v seen •• raftr Grant's Tomb, 
the 5 m to Steeple Rocks •• SL Road commences here -- Russell 
mistaken as Es on both SL anr::7_ FH roads v beaten us 

Goose Creek - to Hot Spring or Pleasant V 8/1 Kanyon ck 
Dr. Bennttt has stock stolen. Rotchford 8/4 jc w SL Cut-off •. 
they crossed the bridge over the Joran 1 m fm SLC, thence 81? 
m to the desert which ¢ is 80 or 81 ana. perfectly destitute of' 
grass - thence 4 daze to soth then etcetc, saves 100 m 

on HR meet Diggers, harrr.l ess, and McPike and tt~ Strother 
Express, 34 wgs, 125 person, all seem satisfied - see meteors, 
a..11rl hears loud explosion. • those .. ,t10 took the GSSL P2.cking cut 
off r dest of food •• from the Sink on prov stores, skyhi pries 
sm from Sandusky say it is a horri hle trip, 90 m to water. . US 
Govt is exploring the lake this s mmer . 

Uncle Srune 1 b obliged to teach the /M/ pop ~- pat Brigham 
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nd other leaers for the r insolence a d Lnposi tion towards 
Es,patric Mos and Ills, and for their pompous independence & 
audacious boasts. • ditto Diggers, steal w Li:puni ty. . 
packers v had nothing to eat for 3 days but blackbirds, let 
them have a calf ~1/17 preparing hay for desert END, VI 

8 
Vol I to 222 cajpleted pages - -0rdeal of crossing the deser 

Truckee or Salmon Trout -- half the Eion p2.cking .on foot fm her 
mt scenery to fillthe fancy oth most fastidious 8/30 at Gto~m? 
x0~:kx~ :- O 14 m toHangtown //begins v 2. w .8/19 arr 8/30? 
dates are very random •• next entry on p. 145 is f~ d 11/17 
on bar 1 m above Millersville? .opp sawmill 

J.esusl 

279552 Lorenzo D. Aldrich. A J 0TH OVERLJ.iJ•rD RT TJ CALIF & THE 
GOLD HINES. Notes by· Glen -Dawson 93 pp 

southern route .l!l! 1 

.Tose) h Price, THE RO.ADTO CALIFORNIA: LETTERS OF ___ ed 
Thomas M. Marshall. re)r:Ln.ted from MVHR XI (8e9ternber 1924 
pp. 237-257 

. 18 ' • • homestea( in Ca1.lav ay Ct .. Mo • . • letter~; to wife 
Eliza eth • • t Ca 1 850 0 u es t cpatv unsuc,retd by b at fog yr 

l .etters prop Mr s . Fm S Ronman of Ha.tton, Mo, yngst dgtr, 
tra..1,sc . Eugene St ephens 0 1 •asqington U, ditto genea info 

sta rtei fr o Fult-on,_ 0 4 /10, erased Mo.B a t Rocheport, re 
cross at Lexington. • To St .J 4/27, cross lo_ 3d t irne May 9 • • 

now thru Doni phan ct Ks, May 14 crosd Nemaha in se Nebr?? 
cross BB may 17, reach LB 5/21. PR May 24,15 meFK. letter 
from tkLs pt to CR is missing. • June 6 opp CR 6/ ( FL. • 
crossed NP near FL/?/ and 18th cross~d rv again, at UPF 
June 26 SP •• From Dacific Spr:Ings, no further record •• 

last letr written after arr in Sac v,., 

Lexington 4/20 • • r;eligious strain • . family emot io~ 
Grand Pass Layfaeb-t--'ct. 4/17/50 __ -;'"? 
St. Joseph May 2 ~ a horrible speller, but devo)11J corn 

at 80 c bu . we r all pl eased w: ~ place of Rendexvose the gras 
is very bacward so mutch so tha we have no idia whe e shall lv 
f the pls 

Fort Leavenowrth, June 1',. 10 (m .-ailed by others) postmrk 
there is same 5000 wgs in r advance a tra.ne fm Fulton 
some 300 m in our advance I eJ-~pe c t to v a chance to se d this 
leter back fro Fort Cerny •• the px georverment has estab a 
monthly male f r om that post Hicktman / of Hickmans Ferr,'NNP 
has advrtd that part of his co 1 re t urn fr om there to the St ate 
nd t hat e 1 carry back letters from all per s ons crossing a t his 
fery free of cha rge left the Litle 1 lue yest nd 1 rcnch th 
Big Platt this eve 

we left the bottom 5 m a ov a.int Jo tbe 9 , 1 5 m over 
c rookedest rd I v ever seen, _~ cd Musketoe . • ta.:µ bri rlg e blong 
in i:1 to the Io a is r.:. 5c mi shiona.r - estat: f teach :1,11 ~ th e- c-~t ·Ld_re 
of those w l d Sons of Adam tell ~ur sue; t. _c3=111dren h o c . ·· 
th t pap thinks of t h· re s •reet pratling cun ... t ant 
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5/6 /shdb dated june/ re1)0I't on our iil:EU!XJCX Jeorny .• v 
tvd 20 to 25 m pd since we cross the river. This ct is fuller 
scenery than any Iv ev seen and it is improving very fast in 
that line nooning nearly oppositie to chirnny Roel-;: ve lg at its 
base tapers up ve fast until within 100 feet of its top then it 
is a strate stem t othe top some 8 or 10 feet square CHR ve mu 
resembles the Capttal at Jeff er s on City SBs ve -[·e rnarkable per 
pendicular of¢ Mag Struc 

June 9 now 26 fm FL shd reach mines 15 or 20 of August 
///carries on sentimentally 

June 11 fort Larmie •• landed here d bf yest found i:-re was 
gr mistaken in what we had be fore under Stood ·when we crossed 
the Platt down at Fort cearny we under Stood th?-t we was clear 
of the Platt but thefarther we came up them we became evinced 
that we was under a gr mistake it is said that a mounta n goa 
cant go up this side oth rv and cseq we had to cross at this pt 

cseq Sunday knight a litle after dark there was persons cro 
ssing the G:e:0:r.x::enra:m2n± Horses ch wa.s contra,'y to orders the 
Boat be longstothe Georvernament no person to at tend t o it bu 
thoe crossing I will write a.t Hicl',.mans iHX fery we v not 

Broached our old rye yet we got us Some Brand a.t Saint Jo but 
it is about o~. . 

Post mark , eston. • Estill Co Express Sweet "\•.7a.ter R l3/26 
something of our georny to Callif now 50 miles fm /above the 
Upper PF 6/23 fJ_ ' IR a Rock of Magnivicient Structure --
mts stand as an imoveable morn.unents of the grn Wisdom and power 
oth gr Architect the build.er of Heaven. ai1 Earth. etc. 

6/26 a ost all righti ng one t hing Sertain People did 
not carrJ a nuff f lo rnr for the-re a ppi tites no -r a fie,-r miles 
of the Sumit Is picking u p t he old clothinb -- v see not les 
than 100 cooking stoves 6/26 passed over .surm,,i t f the Ht 
the road for 9} m bf we came to the Summit is as good as any 
road I have ever seen in the States - ests t o Calif, 45 to6 0 
At Pacific Springs, express male 

pappy is well androling to wards Callifornia to try to 
get gold for thern and there precious mother 
Wm P.letter from Calif ~, , undated •• death of Mutch beloved bro 

Wm B. Price, diarhae at Sac Tiy. 

Jose}Jh Warren 
about 3 x 6 
quite legible 

Wood, Dia.ry ms 0) ite{it:e:h@ bound volumes 
first voluem only ink 1-rri tti g crabbed but 

pages unnumbered v June 3 to FL 
"obtaining a relicn 

name does not show on the journals themselves · - that is 
not on v 1, but v 2 flyleaf sho·vs J .1,r. Pood, Falworth, Fisc. 

5/6 crossed MR SJ idettt,fies cpans a jolly set 
5/7 out to the Bluffs 6 m thru ave heavy timber bottom -

5/~ 9 hear that Pittsburg co has lost its mules 5/10 i~ the 
ct oth Sauk, Iowas, Kicapoo Is 11 no ttmber but prairie. 
equal to Ill and Wisc// L a 1.rl7 detailed , goo s 1Je in carrie 
a spyglass While lre er encamper on ,., e an o . . negress earn 
into camp after 5 I helped her to it and 13.sked J.:ier if she wc:,s 
free She said nnon but that she soon would be 1.f she serveCL he 



G'. HL - 73 

master well on the road to Calif & 2 or 3 yrs after she got 
thateth$ Then said she 11 I shall return and claim my children 
that they may be free too & animated -with the idea she ran of 
f to her master's czmp •• she looks for,;-mrd to the day of her 
freedom, altho it must be near the day of her death 

There are many slaves on the road animalted w similar ~rom 
ises & hopes she was from La 

dur g the ni te we er serndd by the wolves wh~ich hwold ¢7' 
a dirge over the body of an ox 

5/13 where we camp is HopLins choice 

Olf '"-......_ 

Geo Keller. . A TRIP ACROSS 
BY GK PHYSICUH TO THE WAYNE CT 
Biobooks, Oakland, Calif 

THE PLAINS Al-VD LIF'E IN CALIFORNIJ:_ 
co. ed J. A. Sullivan. 

DPL EL 

reprod fm copy in HL, one of 5 known or g ed /?/orig printed in 
Masillon Onio 1851 •• one o first pub accts of Lassen (Lawson) 
Trail • • calinly ·written but ctains splendid acct of th,.:; hardshi 
nd trails met 1850 

retd Can visted r place (Fayne Ct ,b11i Ohio) glowg dscrip 
place rss under guidance of this Mr. Denison Consignee for SJ; 
arrv 3/311 by adv of r guide 50 lbs flour 40 br, an amt wholly 
insuff, as partial starva sa.tisf demonstrated 

lY April 10 priaires have exhilartg effect, but become mono 
tonous • • 4/14 BB // smooth narra, evid notes doctored up// 

19 to v of P •• 4/20 FKey •• as yet no gras~ •• cholera 
frightnd Ps in .B49, stay clar in 1850 

160 m to ford SP ///not ad ary,but a narr// ford 4/26 
cold and snowg violently, now only½ m wide •• gal or two of 
cognac, appliedinternally, had effect of lullg the sensiblities 
// sophistica. ed language. • hangovers establish th P. fact @t.l, at 
water is calculated to answer in all kinds of ·weather 

Cash Hollow •• tr AFC, before ff! reaching •. Bet the State 
and this point the road is gen good, equal to any road of the s 
;:i,rne length in the States. • Guns broke and thrO"r.'11 away here. • 
lT ASH Is, recd us ve kindly, eyJ1i tied certidcates of moralchar 
nd gave them some small present. • tr of 1500 lodges, dscrip. 
smoke hole furnished w a valva 

Novelists tell us of beau I maidens, but among the d ff trs 
on the rt to Ca a pretty squaw is a rara avis -- so rare,indeed 
that I v nv seen a s ngle specimen. • travois cavalcades des er. 
Dog is csdrd far ahead of all meat, panther next •• sm lg dogs 
cpeld toassist in these migrations w travois 

Church or CH Rock CR another exa::1ple of Natures freaks 
SBs, 500 1. When atmos is clear the RMs cb seen from the smm.i 
of these bluffs •• the Blacks::,i th Shop 5/2 Horse Creek. • then 
13 miles and arrived at Roubidous', a bss and stocl{ :mxket here. 
Exhobr prices f mules& horss 

May 4 FIT wanted supplieshere but i ;formed by CO, that thi 
would e unnec, we cd get supplies e.t FR. Get sm flour & lard. 
Lv Joseph Sturgis at the Fort ace acute rheumatism. In a few 
wks he retd to the states. Sev soldiers er sufferg from scurvy, 
aiting for t he w:. ld ohion to grow 

\•.arm Springs , te:m:p 66 Fahr . " roads leadi ng fro here, the 
left hadn by He)rew Spgs, the right on the P We took th~ latte 
to avoid cross ght eBFis. . La Bon t e named from trapper whose 
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cpans er kd, and his wf tarried away by Araps. This ha 
he was on a trapg tour. Ne never recrv the bending re 

Fourche Bois Deer ck fery boat bg built,by gm f rm . 
FL, some of the co assisted in finishing it • . this erry 113 
mwFL •• May 10 left this enc and tvg 22 m enc 5 m . elow Upper 
Platte Ferry and Ford. • bro,m bear kd. 

May 12 Willow Springs Prospect Hill - IR ~ m from the 
Alkaline Lakes ,left r names in tar DG mail carrier froi,1 FH 
gi~ us pleasg intel thatwe cd get no provs a t the fort, as the 
soldiers had been on half rations during th '-' "linter ,and h ad gone 
to Oregon City untiJ,._ suprJlies recd fm the O ates 

SP marked by twin mounds 3 m to Pac ic Springs om to 
Pacific Ck 9 m to Dry Sandy 6 m to jc f Oregon and SL roads, 
Fort Bridger way 75 rn further GR easy, ,. a te still low 

cotillion party. unfortunately one of the gentler sex 
was present after failures w wg b cstruct raft to cross th 
Ham's fork of the Green 

5/2G Thomas' Fork of Bear. • The FB road unites w that 
thru SCO at this place • • beyond Stbt Spr 4 rn rd leave BRV a.nd 
turns right ·/?/crossg in 20 ma ividing ridge, sep waters oth 
Pac fm those of the GB •• 20 m ur t her c near FH 

There r 2 forts at th_:_s ~ oint: the uper one belongg t :::, US 
the lower to HBC, about 5 · es ape.rt. No supplies tb obtained 
at eitherplace xcept bacon _ d whiskey •• Mr Grant of lower fort 
gave m lk to those who a pr. ikedf or it, for ch e woul (i re noth~n 
Forts r sitd on Lewis' F rk, 1300 milesfran STJ 

Prev of mt mfever Rocky MF, mile dna f brief, us respond 
to a dose of calomel !ix fod by di to of Dover's powder or PEx 

Ipecac. 
Port Neuf, .An ,rican Falls • • lv Or egon 1. Road, for Cali 

juc withed of HCO Castle Rocks, 3 mi beyond is rd from SLC 
Rattlesnake iver --- HR •• at Great Desert 1-rn left th 

rv expecting to s r ike th Truckies or Salmon Trout • . instead 
we shv :tRkJEI gon tothe Sink, 75 further, then cross the desert 
to Truckies , o Carson River/?/, and from thence across them 
to J.ohnson,s o Bear r, or aHangtown • • unfor ;t;we took the 
Lawson1or Gren Horn.ts co which is farther than the other f, rts 
--but the rad is better !t!l 

rabb~ wells - Hot Springs Mud Lake - some backtrack 
to HR • .s eep at th i s pass but not so rocky a s at the Carson o 
Truckle - ~ Pitt Lake -- attack by Diggers Pitt River, suppliie 
fm Oreg o ians • • about 2 days after bg robbed by Is, the Can 
t ~ of 70 o4 8 killed at same place 

Feather River Meadows O Deer Creek Lawson's arriving 
• • got to Sac VE. sabout same t me as thos who came by 

Gars on and Truckie to page 24 o.f 39 

~EXXDxx short stuff on Calif mines •• Guide to Califor 
by the Overland route with table of dj_stanes 
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RESlJl'1E :mll.~M'.L'X JOSEPH WARREN 1-J'OOD 

Iv ccevd the cstruc of a roadometer, guessg unsatisf 
5/14 number of teams on the road is immense, prii-1 c formed into 

cos of 25 or 30 teams •• 1 form r own, no use for cde of laws 
for they 1 surely be "i broken •• ho-: ,ever is apptd as secy to a 
comm an d draws up a constitution, which is quoted verbatim .• 
Mr. T bull Capt, now 17 wgs 60 men, mainly Iowa, Wisc and 
Mo ¢/ 5/16 passed by co of Mt Riflemen destined for FL, 
Co E, Captain Duncan. Bvt Capt McL&.ne and Haj or Sanderson "t er 
along 80 men 14 wgs 

5/17 enc jnc St Jo and I rds, 10 m west BB ford --
5/18 co nearly breaks up over dispute with capt about camp site 

( man loses horses when he atte~-1pts to put them LJnder ox yokes 
5/12 I saw and conversed w a trapper who was in this ct 

16 yrs ago. he and h s father caught 100 beaver on BB but :om,' 
they cdnb found short of the BHs 

//decent speller, fairly detailed narra.t on/// 
5/20 Sabbath sUlllmnd by a blast from the horn to listed 

to a sermon by an old preacher named Linville • • a sermon on the 
pls is listened to respectfully by those who at home would not 

gr of man shot, a man in co beh·•nd that his shot in the 
( shoulder his breast is turng black - his frs vsent to FK to get 

relief - co lose catle tu iistaJnpeded, reduce no of wg s 
Contrary to Bryant, not much quarreling, all harmony 

5/23 passed by co of packmules . They c travel faster than 1-re bu 
their fare is harder. • ox race w another co, where· the utmost 
speed is an oradinary wlllk walk 5/26 FK 

5/2? co Sj_)lits up, 9 wgs left we intend to g:., along w/o 
any extensive code of laws p dog vggs 

6/2 honord w the presence of .James R. Vinyard, the man w 

rh o shot Arndt in the Hise legislature 6/3 cro~s P-F, in ab 2 
iles s truck the NF 6/4-5 river t ;J bluff to river t c, bluff. 

r 
girls pickg roses 7 the most romantic sight seen on the rd 

6/6 struck over the lbluffs to the head of MI ch we de 
s cend ed .• a beau places, s x ca,,,ped at its mouth 6/8 CHR 
6/9 ,nidjudge dist & climb the CHR - 6/9 CR regular in its pr 
portl ons nd en be ascended it 1 n endure ma y years 6/ :.:..1 SBs 
pili.-eas-a.s fantastic shapes, you can conceive them tb just what :·o 
please ///see at home 

6/16 warm spring -- bota.nizing - Heber and La Bonte 
the limestock rock like a grindstone on the feet or cattle 
Bryant's report of a volcanic crater is moonshine 

6/21 Deer Creek 4 boats, made by attachg 2 dugouts toge 
man named Brakcen kd by accid dlscharge in Pittsburg Co .• sold 
iers retg to FL w stolen catle and 2 oth men who stole them 
he Levee for 2 miles as busy as the one at ST Louis •• boat ;;ra 

lkedoff in style with 30 men to cordell it against the current, 
but teams refuse to swim over. • .7 men drowned in 2 days. • 2. 

boat sa k w w & c but struck a bar nd was saved. .men eylJ.austed 
' fm bg in water. • • smoke for days, Indians firing trees? 

6/28 at IR one name dated 1819 • . bathed in a pool on 
its top •• name of Alex. Godey W .E. Hunter 

- Suntay 7 /1 A man "\rho was reported tb drmm~d dl't)~~:Gx 

'

in the pis suspected of vg bn m.urdrd & 2 men arrestea on the 
suspecion. • I he2.r they r tb tried on ~he 4th a t 4~f e Si [asf 

7 /~ thru SP scenery gr and 1. posg. • · 1 c e e a 
I 
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Pacific Springs, much firing. • we steal a ~':'larch. . 1,n1ile we 
lay at the spring the man suspected of the murder of Reed? o r1 
the Platte was examined and honorably acquitted 

Dead animals so numerous we r seldom bereft of their odor 
Sick with the fever after GR, slcips to 7 /17 on BRV 

7J20 cd Lewis Fork in sight of FH 7/21 the fort looks necr 
than FL but not so large sunburnt br ck are whitee givg it a 
lighter app •• F. not opened en we pasg •• learned that 1300 tms 
hE',_d ~p passed & that the first pased on June 22 •• govt forces 
2 miles above, now destined for Oregon •• squaws rush for the 
discarded plunder - plague of wolves ad mosquitoes 

7/25 Raft river •• Capt Hudspeth•s train of 60 wgs uncle 
the dired of Myers as guide left the old road at the north bend 
tlieBfiltloreaatike west across the hills to make a co •• We took 
the old road an,~_our train parted from his. He got to this pl1ree 
2 hrs before we did and we r now ahead of him 

8/23 arrv Salmon Trout R. R tea.ms nearly famished with 
hun~er and thirst. • we r 25 or 30 m above Pyramid. Lake. • in 
ventory of destrcuted property wgs, chains, gun barrelsm pumps 
cast iron cook stove, pack saddles, iron bars •• at last ford 
of the ST struck off to the right and commenced the ascentof th 
first summit. • packing 8/29 s , JII1it of SN 

8/31 Dm!Rxbxu:ex crune tothe diggins and watched the 
operations of the miners. • 9/2 come the wagonsl-,;, nev expected 
to see them whole 

6th vol goes tru t 4/4/53 

* ~- * ~~ * 
FAC 503 Reuben G. M ller have top 14 at ho~e 

start p. 15 11th eel on A Lt:: Prele Hv ,rJ.i.=tm2c-e fror•i 1~r::: 
602 ¼ m. • .Bf we arr at this pla.ce met P1·othc,r A. r;r. P.2..br:i i:.t 
nd 3 · other w mail frn the V:, who give us chc ering n•'.=·':-:·,s l'ror.1 th,,· t 
ouarter • • re the Tens 8.n6'. the Fifties 
- 29th. Sw ±h:e:'chilcl about 3 blngg to bro Yolmg ;:.rl:.:Lle ii!. 

the 2.ct ui' t;;;.k:L.16 it out of the wa.gon was let fa.11 i:i.nd botb. i•rc'.. 
~ .. ~1'1~0els pc,.ss 1~~,J. o~v~:r it;s /·1 0,I:v·. It rI~te,3_.J.n c.~1:~1:,1Jj~ 8 11T·:~•: . 

30 child ch was kd was EZX buried at this place •• Capt Hyd 
e in the rear 9/3 cd for nite akx 2 ru v cross Pacific Ck 

Sept 8 tr wgs ox fm V met r camp to assist in the imrnigra 
tion. bringg g news cfrom the V 9/13·FB •• 14 Our camp vg 
found near the last crossg oth P 15 head of oxen, some marl;:ed 
U. S. At this place of encampm they er demanded by some oth 
officers of the govt train and given up 

Sept 24 ar GSL 
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oth ov tr from Ohio to Calif 
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HIL77 

l'fary Stuart Bailey • a j 
,ID§..: 30 pp Hicks . \?.'27 

let t e r hd size 

, / 4/1352 J - l!d'.xa:rtrip from Ohi o to Calif wife o f Fred Bai l eT-
A t i t Je A j of M S B wife of Dr. Fred Ba iley ohio ca 4 - 10/52 
~ / 4 jl5~2 l v Sy lvania, after death of only ch i l d •• cars 

t o Chi. . s t a ge for 1 2 mil es to Chig cit~ • Fm La.Salle t oak the 
Beaver for SL •• 5/10 steamer Alton to SJ •• · nea~ Lex ing t on 
remnan t s of t he Saluda At Kans s I Land ing , 9ant ef_e tra e r s 
, t heir h ea . wgs, l ong wh i ps: dirty clot h es •• an v quant s of B 
robes 5/18 St. J 

left 5/19 do not intend to cross the river 5/25 cross the 
/ Mo, men had to do all the work and pay $10 besides 

6/3 on banks oth pla.tte. • passed a place where 60 
horses skulls all laid in a circle noses toward center 

6/9 lv letters at FK Ji'ort Ker:i.1ey , . the regist er offic 
looked over the names of those ·who had passed bf us s ome 20, 00 
men 9000 women cd 9 miles beyond the fort to spend the Sabba 
back to mail letters, last chance till FL 

B trails rna.ke the roa.d rough. • grateful all well w so 
many new graves 6/10 crossed the ~x South Fork oth P 
safely. .The Dr. was on horseback the horse fell with him threw 
him off did not hurt him but got q'!-1:l.J:e wet •• 10 lg 1:rgs f ild F 
B robes for the States /// repeition here 

tvd bet the forks, some of the most romantic scenery .• 
we came to SH crossed Ash Credc never saw sand so deep overto 
ok Mr.Patterson v a long train for 81 The Dr. stoped ann. per­
scribed for them, they v oxen, we horses 

6/12 left r trunks passed Court-house bluff - - CR lik 
the shot tm-:rer in SL - climb part of it 6/14 crossed SBs som 
of the most romantic scenery I ever saw it dn require ay gr 
imaginatim:mxt.iwe poFers to think it some Ancient City cd on th 
rv bank 6/22 p2.ssd a Frrnans bss his Fife is a sq_uaw of Sx tri 
be who sat the door of their log hut well drest in a scarlet 
blanket looked rather sober, anothe1~ squaw was on horsebacl-c 
chasg a drove of horses and mules half dressed 

whole ct alive w men, w, :g , anim2.ls ·w a ·smart sprinli 
ng of children 6/25 crossed LR on a V8 rough rridge for 
~~2.50 Fort estab by the Govt to tro.de with Is •• buy some groc. 
to Warm Spring I camp at Le.. Bonte, w Frnan, some of the chil 
wh te enough to belong to any 1-rh faJ!l 

7/2 cross nf safely. met a Dane who seemed tb ve inte 
is liv on th plas •• had an I wife 7 to,ght her for a pony & 2 

blankets such a loose state of morals 
//writing some d ff c, some faded 7 /12 sick headache 

in the afternoon 7 /14 SP a.t GR stampede a d screaming - only 
casualty a blaclt woman, the slave of a:xmamx an old man who is 
tvg alone. • 7 / 20 forded GR. • ·Fe r just half way after we cros 
this rv .. v tc tv on Sabbath but do not approve 

not allowed to go into SLC to camp acct sms.11 pox on 
the road -- said that Gov BY vas 011t w 73 wives last Sat c.1.t a 
celebr (7/29) They got q_uite a city here for 6 yearsgrovth. • 
ve many r here from var ous :pa:ts of Europe stra.n;..-;e th2!, such 
delusion sho : lcl. spread so far 5/31 rirove thru the val~ey • 
went tothe 'fDE"rx Tabnarcal wi tb Hrs. 8C')tt hea:c· some of the 
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Saints exhort they related cil'rea..my vrstons their 3.ngg was 
ve good// some inv sible - dmm M2,r;,rts River 

vegs at SL 
1'7th vbn cfined ever since Monday w ague in my face JI. vey 

much swollen. • c1.r no·w in Carson Valley. .v heard of 11uch sufrg 
people bg throvm out in the desert to die •• Carson Creek 
do not feel well yet very much wish we er at r j 1 s end 

22 r passing thru the gold region. • a delightful va the 
Ms r begnng -to setl this region 29th passed the H statiun at 
the foot of the SNs scenery delight.ful but roads dreadful 

Xpect to go to Stockton. I feel disap at not gg the Hangtown 
road - oxen r ve weak dragg :tkE such lg wgs over th rough mts 

supplies at Volcano Oct 5 • heard of a tr we left bGhind 
froze to deathJ snow 5 'deep -

Nov 8 g;a:ExmKNx Sacra..rnento cit::r has bee.n nearly consumed. 
The Dr. has ha:-:d all his instruments & a g deal of clothing 
burned •• It really seems as though it was not right for us to 
come to Calif •• I do not think that w e shall be as well off 
as at home. • 

T . I ,JJ..J.Lll. 
.1.L\ 7f11}/ 19333 A,. M Crane Journal of a trek a ~ross the plain 

C. , \ \"1) },),, 

sin 1852. /title in own handwriting pasted on cover of origi 

\ 

al ms notebook si ze c 4 x 7;· small tight script but quite 
legible despite some fading,and loose binding (loosened) -
marbelized pastebo rd 13 S'!"' covers and yellowed. • yet anoth 

J fV'> (to be carefully preserved) 
~ fs&i].,JBf.opmpjl.li17~vcec}npqthel:ileae&Be9f others I left my home and 

Cv...- In compan wit h many t housands'- r 

family for the ov Eion to the PC. Leavg Lafayette on Fr I day, 
March 26 on the steruner Luella •• ar SL 4/3 w/ no striking inc 

~-V dents to mark the voyage •• there 10 days, steamer it:a:llcsc 
Glencus /?/ blew up klg sm and woundg others left S'lfor sj 4/ 
14, ar 23d •• trained for 1 wk in tent •• 

l.eft sj 4/30 for Svanna, 12 m .&.,.sj. .rain, use rubber clot 
:...--,Q_Ver tent. • • . many waiting. • cro·ss ed MR 5,/5. • wolf creek 1 

named, fa. tolL •• 6 m further ~arne to Iowa Miss on, get dried 
sweet corn, 6 m further another I bridge 50c - yet another tbg 

man w/ measles returng, vg bn turned out by cpns. . ww· 4 by 
rss yet •• men w packs on their back to Calif,poor fellows/ .• > decide against Sab stops acct epidemic measles and c4ol_, and sc 
of grass •• At Iowa mission told 700 wgs ahead of us - jn 2 oth 
er wgs, one w women and c 

l 
takeing out my pocket inkstand jot do~m these ideas gen 

in ave inconven situa for the display of penmanship or languag 
•• intend to tear out these leaves nd enclose them in an envel 
pe to my wife •• scything some grass ///spelling is excellent// 

> cross Minnehaw to avoid death camp, small pox 
~ ,._I) Tues May -lL~ • roads murder acct rain, • .J:;-m- u~l-e_c_rn, mule ~b refuse to eat the grain they brot •• admire verdure, asgo~as 

Indiana. • undulations~ ocean swells / /apprec of seen er~// 
w/ skirts ot timber// ~ahout vista s1 • XFDVIX tore 0~~ 
leaves to mail w/ couple retung to , J for fresh. sta~t • • snal c 
ontinue to as oppor offers and I hope these scrigblings may be 
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p reserved •• wish :rife a d c along; the rain. and_ mud and la or 
I do not care for •• heard nothing of our Lafayette bo sll/ 

A /4 r I det a iled impressions and s criptions, soti 2 or more pages iT 
'¥"- 1 one day •• propose l dg of r i dge, and in 2 reeks we cd collect 

7 1200 to 1500 bucks "'IUt bo - refu e 120 
I I p~g es num ered r n ornly c. i:®®x/ •• Es this yr tv w/o 

~~----/ an pa t ( org as the. d any other roac (so far). The day for vg 
,,,r / r i g coo w captain s a nd co es of b l awc has gone by ~:12 . f erri ag e at BB . • ~x&:voaute xa kx ~z;s:ng:;,:: log 

~~ ) tradg hs at the crossg. has an old brass p i ece, made for U in 
Phil i n 't,~ 1'777 ,,mtd on ro oden ,,heels , no doubt intended to sea 
re rathrn hurt the Is •• estimate 35, 000 for the Eion including 
packers. • no •T in ct of t hiev ng Ps , on1-- tr wl ch US has no t r 

5/14 col d a.s Greenlan • • jc r I rd 1 2 mile ·out, 1 54 fm SJ 
-1,,) ;) nd L 170 frn I. • Es fm I report Ps at a r w/ Osages, v scalp,.. 

c..... 

5 out of 6 bound for Calif (includg fams w c) despite land 
inducements in Oregon (farns seem to v 6 to 20 ch each /? /. . 
I horse thiev killed by guard w revolver, fear revenge 

~hall mail back this scribbling .• conveync for ltr. 25c 
5/16 procure services ofphys cian for one ii d iorhea., he is bet 

note graves (2) (one erase~ out Jlme ,5, 1849 ,and the //6 
other Geo. ,Ti.nslo Ne t on M ss A.E . 25 (guess 1 st rear. da t e) 

5/17 scribbl e on knee d1ile tr ca tching up .. • -re purchase 
s ev diff guidebooks u t find t hem Quite in or rect & ver- littl 

tb relied upon ••• again at m it i ng desk. for a few mins 
3 cpans detained to help E sea ch for catl, hohas prety 

dgtr , nd a yg Calif 1 idow w him . • along LB see 1 00 -gs be die 
pack men anc a gr roany lad.ies on hrsback . so!!Ewhom are drescea i 
r i ding ha its after cit fashion •• fello broken king olt. 
recoro he use rifle ,arrel, gi e him a file (drink~-ng water 

poor along LB, ctrar. t o u ,dehooks) 
5/1 8 ca a lier not e t retd •• Dav· Ayers . cholera symp 

toms, I pl a ce mustard plaster over his stomach and strd Davis 
pain killer - knight errants not et re t urned •• 5/19 p s g Dr . 
charges $5. t o see our sick man - cavaliers return 

5/20 p rty of Iri shmen on foot on backtrack, had rnul i:: s, 
"er set upon and ro hed I s, one kd •• 5 foot packers kd by Is 
/back a t Sandy Creek here I as kd by revolver 

most oth Es t ake fm 5 to 10 gals ri,.jskey to a w under th 
notion that it becomes in some m s t war h ealthy a .-. d purtfi e< . 
My own notions on this subj r that t hem h1skey t he ors e t he 
water ••• wood along LB, 7f bu~t none for n e ~t ~00 ms •. gr ave of 
Mr. Mahoney struck by lightning 

5/21 in s(ght of Pat noon 7. graves, 1 child,2 olds t er 
hit river 5 m below FK, at ch po I 1 mail t his j t omorr ow 
entry for this date ends// rith brief letter to dear ri ie from 
New Fort Kearn Ma 22 

bucket r/Ji' I ull of PR water when settled 11as a inch or 2 
of g ea rth a t the bottom. • 60 men u n er Cman d Capt Horton whom 

1 I cald upon and found v e much o f a g- man •• bss openedfor a.ccom 
of Es , free of chg . • sutl ~rs store, e normous ~ricP,~ . . det of t 
soldi er s on a crusade ag Is ,ho had robd a pacK train 

. 5/23 //det ailed dscrip o~ togpogra~hy •• there is r(~ gi s 
t er a t FK of all passing that point fm ch it appears t hat _ i n 
round numbers) 2 000 wgs, 20 , 000 o en, ~,090 hor s, 2.,oou m le 
12 , 00 persons h~d pas ed thru up to lact n i ght 



wish we er on the north side acct grass. • Mr. Stevens a Ba-otis 
"'- minister f:om Ohio, who preachedon the ste1:11D er, find no Se,bba t 
/ on the Plains. • came to a pt where Es sotllD ford the P, 100 m 

elow the jc where t hre are three branche , calledtheSouth, 
"~ ) M ddle, anrl North Forks, all of ch are bad to cross but must be 
\_V___ crossed. Many men r drowned and 1-rI1.J.ch stock lost 1 es~J on nf. By 

( 

crossg here we shd avoid e.11 these forks, save some 60 miles in 
distance, get grass f r catl nd w:-·d to cook w- But then the t 
ask of fordg such a 1kg stream was by no means inviting .•. 

~ut go across anyhow. • here/ns/ we found the grass up to our 
. cattles eyes ncl tliey d d full justic e to it. • all hands highl 

pleased w the gr victory we v ¢ accomplished 
//chance to send back by widow of an E 1-rho died last nite 

of pneumonia -H#-,i~5/25 Mr. Fare of Mo · 
5/26 since crossg the P we r on the main road leadg fm CBs • E 

1;., I tells of fracas w/Is at Shell Creek ho i:Iemanded tribute of 3 
~-· .. v-~ ~- cows, blows awi shots exchanged, Is killed 2. White men chased 
,), 'Y Is int the P and shot 9 of them nd thus endd the batl (190whts 

_ tells of graves, names when shown Mr. Beach of Va, 23 
who died 5/26. • 5/27 5/28 B meat of a v er1erable :rna:±i.1. male. . 

( step ahead lively so gain chance to scribble or read sev chapte 
/ of the Bible 5/30 buy a horse on halves, 3 months credit 

for 1~90, t -: - pay in Calif, or v wife's address •• now can ride ahe 
d of the dust.. • widow who had my letter on the road to Orego" 
~r all 1 warned db kd by Is (letter Xlf.lllI~»xXl,QOINN~I g ven 

back nd shall mail w bal of my j at FL 
5/31 Es passg today repa,rt bloody affray at the ferr 

across BB 180 ms back, acct rise in price acct rise in vater •• 
firearms 4 persons kd 2 ferrymen and 2 Es 

////looks like over 150 pages - pages are double1.~1numbered/ 
6/2 seated on the grass on the flats ·w rny horse 

feedg about me musquitos whispering in both ears hose l:xi,iat 
hitched to one foot, sun shing very hot, this paper on my knee 
•• many Es m ,the unrefined portio .... s of conmmni ty., horrid profa 

~ 
nity arn:i. degrading vulgarity and obscnei ty oflanguage is nearly 
univer:::al. Thei.r blasphemg is generally vented upon their oxen 

and is a char too horrid to defile my paper with. Card palyin 

! 
is also a general cu "stom the same bg at all t ~ mes well seasone 
and interpsersed w oaths and -p imprecations •• there r some oc 
who eschew these vices. Soti one meets here a g-man or lady o 
refinement and education but not often 

6/3 :Michi co lost 3 w chol, buryg a woman .• sold them a.lea 
hol for medical purposes •• boys steal my tick 

6/5 CHR and CR so often dscribed by oth:.-:rs I ln reiterate. 
Egyptia pill2.r •• man w sheep, help lost to cholera .• co from 
Milwaukie 9 4-horse carriages, ladies and g-men tvg in fine sty 
le ~ vri te home today by Bodgett ' 1 -_ ess 50c. • miss 
him, 1 mail a.t FL .• no B•s Expre used anyho,;.r ••• retg Ms say 
6UO wgs ahead of us,an·l prob 2,000 on other side •• 2 yg ~:- ornen 
on horseback, catl dri v, ng. • :me.n borrows spade to bury E, ,-rho 
leaves wife and children 

6/9 opp FL g ferry here for 25c •• Sx here, hest 1kg 
Is I ever saw. Heard an I baby cry, ch falsifies the vulgar 
notion . n now ace 1/3 of r j and hope 75 days 1 end it •• Lane' 
symptoms a.re better 
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6/10 visit FL.- . The odd Fis used as soldier•s quarters a 
nd QU tea nu of new adobe bldgs vbn added outside the o].. forti 
ficas • . 2 story wooden house for the cmd officrs •• 6C men und 
Cap Ketchum. I called on the capt and found quite a clever soc 
iable fellow. • store, reasonable p;rices . • only 2 ladies, h s 
wife and that of a pvt • The Fr at store says the Sx took the 
small pox and choll o last yr and that now they dare not come. . 

There is a govt po here and I sent a letr home. Albert al 
so wrote to Brother D and r parents. • have t:mxza:irn:kx stern cha 
se to catch up 'W train •• Ketchum has orders to sell to the E.s 
for cost and t-ransportat on, flour, t)l'. hams and- bacon, dried r 
fruit • • csdrd out of char for anyone to sell any provs 

\ to any person in the same tr but if he has any over it is csdrd 

( 
cmn prop •• a fight over the river day befor e yest bet Crow Is 
and Es; 7 crows kd 

_.mor _j.mp1~eca t;--ons a gainst guide, now orthless. • incl 
udi n Chi lds all a sham 1 m o s i ' •• all cdb h ad at AR for 25 
c each. • do not believe the author /chil ds/ has ever passed 
over the route. • yet t hou sands of his worthless fabric a tions v 
bn ~ol d t a Es •• Rea.11 it seems that a gr nat i ona l highvray lik 

·--:ffiis i s ge t g tb,and over ch 1 pass this yr l-H:ol'ha.ps G0,000 shdb 
better knm-m, e.nd v do""m dscri:ps of it pu.bd ch may be relied p 

n by the tvr •• r citz ·v a right todemand,i its accpmt w/o delay 
suggs this be done by army officers who r. not earng their money 

\ 

he raves on and on¢ in this vein •• While the members o 
r Congress are expendg their w:ind in projects for railroads to 
the Pac fie they r neglectg all that is of present prac utility 

meet party mn & wmn fro Oregon City - man frn CBs 
w 2 horse team reports Eion in r rear as tremendous, freQ pasd 
solid processions of wgs 3 mileslong, often 3 wgs abreast ,cd 
15000 wgs. About 50 ms from here both the trails, n· ,and s side 

___ come tog on this sid~ so f or 250 miles when the OT, ch 1-re in 
tend t r take, leaves . 

/ / gives recipes/ / what he -wears, // clouds of dust 
6 /17 last caJnp on the P Upper Ferry 142 fm FL and 730 fmS.J • . 
6/18 ferryman says 2500 i-rgs in advance. • we save money by 
crossing above FK • • 1-rgs, catle ,horsemen and droves 1101,r form a 

~ al12ost ctin procession. There is no getg a.round them as far as 
the vis on can extend .• Lane worse again, insists on r ct nug 
tho a sick man ca.nn recover in sun and dust 

} 

6/21 IR .• noth ing spocjal, attained itsposition ofprom 
simply because so::ne one gave it a good name, just as ma _. noted 
men rise from rep rather merit . at DG a traders tent a nd xpres 

Ioff c, dn trus t t h em w m mail graves, one of 1 3r old 1 847 
/' / 2 small sketch of scenery (rocky) - meet 20 paclrnrs f 

C lif , g gras s w GR 6 / 24 hea rd acct of a tragedy enacted sm 
10 da, s since on the Labonte other side P. Han named Lafayette 
Tate had sm words s another named Niler,and struck :M w a whip 
while rideing on a ho r se, and upon 1-1 dismounting stabd him r ehi 
nd and bf an1 ended with cutg his throat from ear to ear, .• aft 
er ch he attemp ted to es ape,1'ut ras r etaken b the Es . A cour 
and j ur. f ormed tried fo und guilty a1·1- hung on t he s pot, ~lie r 
of a tree answering for a gall o rs , and 2 ~ empt a rr~ls r or 
sca ffold He was a llo -red t o hang a ll ni te and buried:1;n t·.h_ , 

mouth/?/ a lso aw ~ mn named Corner / ? / w· ~fe ~11Q ~ 
~~:i..1a.-r~~r l o-w. r: for Ore •• di.ea. a-<'t er ,e pa r t ed f r mn hJJTI hi s ui:C 
and ch i r en kept on -r Rev .Hr . Pt evens• 
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THE DREADFUL SUFFERINGS AND THRILLING ADVENTURES OF .AE lJVEf,11\.iW 
PART OF ES .T(JCA etc. compiled from the Journal of rrr. George 
Adarn by Prof. Wm. Beschke St. Louis, 1850 re pub NO.:: 1946 

looks like pure fiction: horre deus stuff w natives 

resume Crane • • • 

6/25 Stra1- be rry ck •• gave the letr I wrote laBt night to a ve 
honest lookg y g man who was one of a co of packers retg to the 
states ,and he promises to 1)ut in a po in Mo.. • Babbitt the MC 
from SIT, pasd us in a buggy dr by a. large mule. He crosd at 
Kansasville 6th June and has come this far in 20 days, reports 
the death of Henry Cl ay, ,-;1 , man from Calif w nsps for sale f rom 
Sa c 50c. • at th i s br S1. a bss nd tp charge f shoeg horse (\6. , 
an ox s·,12. 

6/ 26 .. (53d a) report says t h re r 8000 wgs in r rear and as 
of ·-ia y 26 (paper from Babbit) men st 11 crossing there CBs. . 
( eve) we r a Pac fie Spr i ngs 3 m w SP, 925 fm St Jo._. .road tod::. 
has be en as hard nd gas an in the world .• Ms v agent station 
here t o divert Es to their ci t )F1l proc signed by Gov nd other p 
rin c men. Ye shall s ee how these promises ,.r 11 be kept •• J"Lme 
2 paper Es st 11 cros s in •• s i c lmes s sufferg nd death must 
prevail (now , u nria y .27.th) (Babbit s pong.i.D g off E fami l i e s) .• 
Babbitt said h e o unted ?iOO new g s f rom Wood R to FL 

6 /29. • 3 y g men who had been in empl o of a :Mr. Bror.m of 
Ohio nd he had so abused them they er forced to leave , on i:ra.s 
Davis from Zaesville, Ohio • • . cpani ,_1n gets drunk at GR,falls 
under wg, passes over his thighs •• get rid of Lov ejoy & Lane 

7/3 Bridger is niiw 48 nd has spent his life s ince 18 arnong 
I~ •• Is r ve t 1ick here •• 7/4 purchased of Col Bridger a lg 
noble y oke of ¢ work cattle in ex for a .pair of r om , plus t1,15 
passe g of Bedford of St . L, 28, of c sump, for the cure of ch 
he h ad undertaken the jul 8 to LC, cPherson h ote. • d scr ip, 
has low opinion of their theolog nd their preachers. Ten of 
BY 1 s -rives at t ended chrch •• at the close of t h e service t h e :11 a 
11 got into his omnibus to return to the Seraglio •• pop of cit 
and outlyg districts 25,000 /July 1 0 ,11,12/ 

8/10 Ingra.ms take the rt hand road to Shasta City while 
we keep on the old road to Sac last entry August 28 115th day, 
to Volcano. • • concluding poem entitled "Farewell to the 
Humboldt 11 Yritten sitting under the shad ef a greasewood bush a. 
t t h e Sink of tha.t river 8/1482 

HH 19480 Joseph H. Johnson d of a j to Calif 'X' by way of OT 
ms 1 vol in pencil incomplete also .lo.ose bills, notes, etc. 

laid in diary, 1817-:J.849 much illegible 

loose affidavit ml'IX~x ink on blue paper •• The bearer Joseph 
H. J-ohnson ha.s resided in the town of Lacon /?/. ' for the pa st 
14 years etc a ma of g character March 21, 1B49 •. signers . 

/j is c. 3 x 6 end page (reversed from diary) in ink J6Heph H 
' Johnson Lacon, Marsh2-.ll Co, St of Illinois 1 849 2/15 started 
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for Califor i sit arnev 
/ in rng fall g black leather cover •. much ille .ibl, 
-½/? elec Mr. Sharp a s .our capt s day,. nd f ormed rss in 

a co : of 10 waggons and 30 men 
10 passed CoL_Mays co from Peoria 30 wgs •• vbn cfined to t 

wagon more or less of us has been sick since we left the Missou 
ri River with the isentar:i _ _;, 

LL 11 crossed 13:"t' e rolf rivF.l..I!...__ cross er:1 litt le ninn~w 
12/ RB is a be~tream // entries brief and routine.=-:----­

legible e110ugh except where i'ao. ed _, ma.inly about teams passing, . 
_, -"' ood and water . • 
14 we v passe thru the Iways, Miamies and l?inne~agoes. . th 

r the remenents of 3 tribes a fiew years ago but now almost ex­
tinct •• now 1-re come arn011ng the Pai-n1e tribe they will stea~ and 
rob any small co they came upon a small party of 60 with mules 
a flew days ago and rob them of all they had but kille-lnone. • 
1re v 10 wgs in or co nd :10 men all well armed and 1 fight to th 
last bf we lbrobbed _ 

15 death m camp below us of(sm?:ll_ Qox--' and one about a m 
ahead w the~tifus fe _;. gr of one kd by mules runng off 

16 crosd Big .Sandy above the fork of ls and by doing so cut 
off about 18 ms. • 40 or 50 Is in their wigweJns near where 1-re 
crosd the Sandy 

17 passed 6 cos with total ll-3 w-g s, most oxen 
19 storm level most oth tent s •. f l ood gate of heaven 
20 to Platt 285 m fm SJoes / ? / now r thru t he a1--me tri e 

nd now come am g the Soux who are more honour a1le and nohle .• 
do not rob or ste,Dl.l '_frorn the whites the. nu about 1 0 ,000 l it 
le thunder is their chief 

21 the Fort Carney road co es in h ere and team are ro2lin 
g in f m t ha t gua.rter i n l g co s . .ltn I trade r f rom t here who s t a 
ys , us to ni ght sa rs there i a hout 1 300 gs bet een here and 
there (200 miles) •• remained in camp 259 ox t-ei:l.ill;:; v passed th 
is day , 48 mul-e teams , 27 pack. mule s , 60 mule t eams, 50 pack 
mules, 3 - ox team s / /1".st 2 i n sight// 

22 8 ms t o Ft.Chiles & z cd ab ut 4 m f rom t he fort r e­
paired wgs at t he f ort 

.3 pased 2 grs thi s mg an1 one man soldiers shot dead in a 
fight l ast ni te one E 1 9 5 pack mules pass us and 6 carts 3 
mules each pass passed a l a ,r that 1, e shd see oneanother all 
through and in ca se of accident to make it up to the looser 

24nooned a Plume Ck 40 m a.bove F passed 20 ox wgs, 31 mul 
e d ·, tto, 208 pack mul es passed us • • rain and hail 

25 more data on ox and mule counts 
26 met Roubedous w 6 oxe wa.ggon loaded with 3000 BuffalOi-r 

skins going to St.Joes 
27 cross Foster reek 

<2.tL.s..ore s •• at the i'~ 
30 no chance to cook every thing is afloat w water •• 

v hard job in crossg the rv for it is about ½ m wide ;:md v to d 
o it in wind an<ira.in and river r t s ng fast 

31 kiled two buffaloF one antelo-oe one elk and a big ·wh t 
wolf and saw alr drove of B plenty of~fresh meat not · 

6/1 6/2 to Ash Hollow and camped drove our cattle overt 
river and rema\ned in camp the ballance of the day 50 ~I~~ 
Government teams passed us this afterrnon gg to Fort Ha e 
tablish a fort tmx for the protec of the Emegrants. 



6/3 at camp 12 mi fm AH many Sue Is many lodges the neat 
est and best lookg Is I ever saw 6/{i: I graves in top of a. 
big ctnwd tree 30 ' fm the gr, dscript of -rra __ ings and content 

6/5 40 govt mule teams pasd us on the.ir . av to FR and 56 Inf 
now at the court house tower 60 mil;refm ne mouth AH ap~0 o 
splendid lg bldg TT a shot tower or mag ene close to it 

6/G CR app of a splendid. shot to _. • ; asd 60 Govt mule 
teams many of them stuck in the m .a, sm w broken tongues 

6/7/ about 23 rn fm CR to SBs .• 1 c see the Rockey Hts from 
here 150 miles 6/8 Horse Cree 6/9 cd 7 m fm Ft.Larima 
Larremy I am at this t:L--ne s afflicted w the sore eyes as tb 
cr-ned nearly the time to t he Waggon ---------

6 /11 8 1n to Ft. Larama /2ros s L R and tvd 6 m and cd on HP 
I scaffold burial (4 post-s 12 or 14 'high w a flag hoisted ave 
it made w diff colours ibbons. • lv Seaox tr of Is and noi:-r 
come tothe Cro·w trib~ the~T are treacherous 

6/16 up the Pla t to the crossing end end endE D END END 
~ 

L 1/f:~; AFFIDAVJT FROH Montreal 1834 receipts lette;r to 
Johnson, froirl Peoria 1836 some land transaction 

HM 16956 W S McBride, J of a Tr ov fm Goshen, Ind. to 
Salt Lake, 1850 gift thru L. Bynum recd frm Mr & Hrs. R. w. 
McBridge 1935 

ledger size c 10 by 15,black ink on blank sheets 87 nrnnbrcl PPJ 

3 / 31)50 in cow others this day left Goshen for Ca Ue had a cmn 
~ two horse waggon and 7 hrss, 3 under the sadl •• to Elkhart 
stop at Mrs. Mills, Mr. M kd in Hangtm-m in Aug 1:rf Sp ox 

4/1 /nothing in between/ . came up TT the first Ca train tod2.y 
from Lima mmed Cowan and Ferguson 

// fairl y large reada le script 1 educated// 
thru Ill many Cas on e roa . • . Co fm Michigan dissipe.ted. • sa 
w them often on the pla~ and their Ji conduct Fas ever bad. • 
At Peru ship to SL on Falcon for ~~33 for 5 men and freight. • 
on Illinois river 4/9 ar SL • lg nu stbts crowd the ~-0harf. R 
boat can hardly effect a landg. • wharf nd front streets one 
confused. mov ng mass of men, horss, mules, carts, merchds etc 
Evthg seems to v the mark of Calif exc:tement upon it 

glad to get away from this second Babel •• shiped on Glo e 

1

11_· ke all others , overloaded $55. • ship keeps breaking do.m; 
get off and try r fortunes on land, at Richfield - to Jefferson 
L~x etc., Liberty, Plattsburg 

4/24 ar SJ Never,prob since Peter the Hermit preached th 
Crusade had such a motley gr01Pe of men been collectd tog •• SJ 
resembles a vast besieged city, environs thick w tents •• stree 
ts so crowded i mpos to get a long - a gr cro,, d ct in at PO wi i:i dow 
pulling, ha o rlin and cro~lg each otber - a ct_on eer s - mu s ~c o 
ev kind from gr ocieries an g9-:m ui·n,g hss • Hi n strelgirls .r.1r en 
a de the sts s',ngg O Californi a t lrat i t he l ~nd f r me . i-:-1.th gr 
crows of ? men a d bo s~og them - - ~ ferri e s pl g n1.! e and 
day _ pitch r tent t o a s ail.our turn - an Es ~~d . a lr~~~ ~~1~ 
out on t he p a i ns 2 ;eeks s i nce an d even no s t 0

. - t in 
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4/26 Stbt ar w sev cases o cholera 
4/27 man dies creatg panic acct chol, but he prob did of 

apoplexy - while we er crosg a wg was run d01m to a f boat & ru 
over into the rv, where it sunk in deep water, all stores le.st 
Cross and await frs, incl Dr. Knight & Co, James Kirkpatr ck 
& Co etc. 

4,i8 w Enoch Willett ride out for survey. • ¢ better arrnt.d 
men prob nev went out to bloody w·arfare -as I looked upon thi 
vast concourse of rnen pouring out along the gr thoroughfare I 
thot of the old Roman adage, 111-lhom the gods v detd to destroy 
they first make mad. 11 All seem merry and animals sleek 

2: 4/29 others look poorl:' one man w small poor cow· 
harnessed to a homemade cart, jeered at ..., sev on foot w heavy 
paclcs on their ba.cks _: a °\rh eelbarro r man - another ,;. handcart 

5/2 On this mg r co (14 wgs) .moved out - Je ssie La:wyer, 
one of m3' old nabors and patrons called ·upon me for medical aid 
he had a severe attack of pneumonia or lu.l'lg fever, :recor1r:1end he 
return bu he says he shall go on as long as there is life in 
him today one of r cowitnessed the execution of California 
laws upon a thief, steals gold from his benefactor, strip1Jed, 
on gr, ropes lashed to ea hand and foot - whipped w a black 
leather wg l.,ilhip, most unmercifully - finally perr,;itted to go 
back to the States where, ir was r uz:Jored, h e rl· Ad of his wounds 

eJ~ _ en c e ai_ 
5 3 __ //liter2.te narrative style, tho evidently aily 

~--e-n.,---n· ··e- s___., - w miles shown w date - toll bridge and. Meth miss on 
~ co orgd and Dr Higbee capt , 01~ conductor 

5/5 Sabbath but tv - to Nimehaugh, 1-.rgs d w ropes -
corrall or c~rcle, wgs cnectd w ropes, tents outside, this to 
prevent stampede - 3 '1a.tches of 4 m n each, think it overdone. 
We orerated the danger and the tre2.chery fm the Is 

5/6 already we v cplaints ab ..r org/ / another co breaks 
_ up -- cross BB 5/8 to j c. -~t much like takg the back track 

/ If we had bn surpisd· at the vast crowds 1-re had seen enroute her 
_f 1' tofore ·what was r-·-surpr i se on :findg the nus doubled 'i-rhe" the rd 
~~ . joined. Jl..nd then we knew ther was prob an equal nu gg on tothe 

....... ...__ pls fm CBs -- mostly horse teams. The gr body of mule teams ·was 
ahead and the gr body of ox tea,~s g behind 

5/9 gr of 73 yr old man - - mirages on LB, also I scares 
w no Is - 5/1.ffi::L 5/12 meet Es gg back daily 5/14 method of enO 
ticig antelope - .Q.ross gr Pa1-mee !!.ail, cssitg of 8 deeply bee.t 

I\)(' \I en paths ///a.scrips of a umals and pal plants -- footmen w no 
1 1 blanket and not much to :e:xzkx eat, nothing but will-power 

5/15 strike P - a. euphorious dscr p of PV and wagons 
cos in camp· - - mirage magnifies -- 2 fiddles, sev oth boys 

feelg joyful hMqti.1 te a live1.y dance, obliv to danger upcordng 
5/16 FKy 300 m SJ - I merely guess miles and corn,e to 

298 here sods :Ike bricks, ,;.rarm and dry but dark habitat tons. • 
sev frame hss in course of cstruc - seemed more like tp -­
t~mber from GI - 200 soldiers plus retainers 

\-..f 1/ 5/20 write wife and EEX hike back to mail. • a gr ma)\ 'T/hca 
/ 1 fires er seen as I tvd to the f on the other sid~ oth rv .. e 

camp fires seem as numerous as they are on our side ot __ he river 
Bot pickled pork at the fort· - our cod vides -- at F~ a co of 
8 wgs of Fr mteers traders passed, 102.ded w robes • 
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5/28 Plumb Creek roasted a badger for supper 
H&lted /?/ for noon today in vie of an old Mteers train. This 

/ was Rubid of Castle Bluffs w 7 , very heavy wgs loaded 1.r B robe 
s an urs - this is a old Fr Canad an he has bn trading in 
the mts for 20 yrs told me he ' had sev tii-nes in his life not 
tasted bread for the space of 2 yrs, livg princ on B meat He 
was takg his robes to SLwhere he d get ~~4.50 a pi ece t h ey· cos 
t him iv,. the mts from 3 to 6 York shillings. -- had rnt dog - ­
suspended to one of his wg tops the head ad horns of a black-
tailed deer, a pa.ir of lg B horns and a po enorm Elk horns 
that he ,;ms carryg to the c.ity as curtosities - gave me a gr de 
al of info ab I tribes nd their char, Flatheads be~t-char for 
honesty - shows scars from I fights. 

Bs resemble forests of cedar, occ sh fting to and fro like 
dark shadows of a cloud 

5/ 22 ala r m f m Bs rush ng hy r encampment -- second B stam-

( 
pede sh eared v e slightl t o on e side. //vivid a.script of the 

) 

animals appearance ., l ookg like persecuted monsters of the plain 
runng the gauntl t of hunt er s , like resolute stoic marty rs -- I 
thot too much of m poor g mar e to ride her at full speed in 
vanton s port a f ter t hes e ani mal s •• called to assist in fir s t 
aid to man inmjured by B found upper part of hip bone broken 

l off, skin ruptured on abdomen, and back nd shoulders severely 
-c- contused -- He cd not Ta lk nor get in nor out of the wg 
unassisted for sev days - I st•\ tched up the ,•round and bandaged 
the -p fractured bone (Jos Long of Elld1.art) 

pass jc w lower road gg to lower ferry --big trs v broken 
up, now sjngly or at most 4 or 5 - fa.tigug for the horses to b 
drawg the wgs over an alternate succ of ridgess and holllmrs ma. 
de by B ±ra~kx: parallel tracks 

5/24 t o upper ford - cross, then made an ascent of a mil 
e and a half ch ·was quite steep - this brat us to a dry bat'r en 
plain dest of grass water or wood dist to NF 22 ms we ca.met 
the rv dOim through Ash Hollow celeb for I deviltries as the 
Pc.thfinder would say -- the d:scent from the plain :Lnto AH was v 
steep and diffic - We had to remove the lead horses from the 
tongue, and the lashed long ropes to the h ind axletree made th 
discent f safely I discended through a 1-:rind :m e zigzag pc1.th thr 
the rocks song birds in the hollow - cp 3 m o:ppo Castle 
Creek 8 lodges of ,x, Fr.man cplain o f E invasion •• again close 
vie of CB road, plain dotted ,;.:r -J. encampmts 

5/25 opp fa~e Castle Rocks -- more Bedouins of the plai 
ns, s proposed tradg h rss, others ma i.ril "I- looked a t us in suln 
silence •• loud r-hoops • • one v 100 lo~ges • • fridnely, trade -
chil thirong begg crackers -- bron ze sta tues 

/ /sot:i.me 2 pag es or more for one ays h eppening s, like 5/25 
rather idylli pie 

5/26 5/27 beau clear creek - celeb lm the CH, s ide tri 
~ of 1 2 mi to see it, instead of .3 esta. - climb - pa.Y1or2.~:;ic vi ew 

covered 1-;r names, no room for mine 5/28 to v ,31 t CR a )er pen?. 
ic coluEm 100 feet above the sugar loaf -lg crevice thru. the mi 
dle ch 1 cau!:rn it to split asunder and tumble do1m 

5/29 SBs here the rd leaves the rv f abou~ 3 \::, m. on acct 
of the Bluffs ·walling in the river in e. canon Eight miles from 
the firs t principle bluff ,.;re came to Rubidou 1 s station -- the 
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old fr trader whom we met this s '.i de FK then on his wa;y to SL 
to sell his robes and furs. Here was a mot e:x:cel spr{ne al.{."'f-'a 
ravine There er 2 Candian bss at work a.t their trade , who 

/ 

seemed tb makg money fast •• also Is w decorated robes for· sale 
poor E sick who died oj fog day • • 102.ded pistol carr:, 

away part of his under jaw subseq_ erysipilas set in and destroy 
ed his life - he was a preacher, and has~ .1, ,? i fe and chil along 
yn10 pursued their j on to Calif 

a ha.lf m fm R's S we raised the S.':.mi t oth Bluffs, & here 
we beheld the f, first sight oth RHs - this ·was the 1'-it)rlicineBow 
range •• LP - loom up like a. lg blue thunder cloud -- laid in a g 

- supply of cedar woeid at SBs - Horse Creek 
5/30 to LR after 30 ms cd wiht n less tha ?.i m Here the 

E road from CBs forms a jc u-ith the SJ & I roads. A vast ccour 
se of men, catle and wagons was on the opp side oth rv, wai tg 
their reg turns tb ferried over -- the Fort auths x had a ferry 
esto.bd here & ferried wgs over for ;~1. apiece •• The Eion fr;n 
CBs ha.d gen got along much betrn those on thG southern route, 
better grass 

5/31 visited FL main Fa lg Square struc 15 1 hi mde of 
mud, after the spanish style i surmounted w a wooden palise.de 
,-ri thin thB were the soldiers auartered - sev new frame bldgs er 
under course of erection - the place resd more near]y a tp 
than a mil fortif c - as in fact ir originally was -- there wa 
sev tdg estbs here at this t me- We hot some smoked side meat 
and sugar - wg repe.ired - got fog statist cs from the office 
where the Es er reoue :,ted to record the r names viz: 
8352 men, 68 women; 39 children., 2266 wagons, 8087 hrss, 274:4 
mules, 1544 oxen., 91 cows - we..s told there ought to be an a.dd 
of one sixth to this amt a.sit wa.s supposed there was that numb 
er also passed w/o recordg their names -- I think the number no 
t recording was much larger; I think 1/4 d d not "}{NH rt=;cord •• 

would ma.lee 9710 en passlng up to this time, and supi::,ose this 
the first 4th of the Eion. • we v 38840 men crossg the pla ns i 
one season and this est I think is r~oderate. • nu of a nd c ve 
small be case rno st of them was f arth•2r back in the Eion as they 
gen gtvd w ox teams scrvy, no garden g:ex vegs -- bldg m&ter 
brot frrn FtLv - wood. used at post/?/ fire is drift down LR 

left fort at noon, 5 m to first pasture on rv bottom -
Left FL with regret •• because it ·was tho last link that bound 
us to our native land. Heretofore if diff c, ace dent, or d se 

occured, we had the fr aid of t 1e auths of the F to rely upon. 
Even grieva.nces or wrong; bet on e ano ther could be here adjusted 
as the strong arm of the law, even here, protected t l. e injured 
and ~ opiJoressed; but after leavg I1ere we -ere • /o the pail_ of 
protection •• incident of old man bg ~ turned ack soldiers, 
acct man seeking redress. • The co , oth f acts so:,;j eth:L:g as a 
Sp alcalcle settling diffics amicably if poss ble, in not, he 
settles them equitably, but if the im1cfi£:ersxax:e:),"1l:X offense r ve 
gr~ve he sends the accused back to the state si&:f:x: for trai.n.Jl 

a an oned articles aroun _ the lodg e o f the el Kit Car so 
ho is here - a l g nu of Santa F e · es to sell t othe Es - llf a 

Kit. ut did n ot lmo who it -ras a t the ti.me. He ra~ commendabl 
engaged in pla ing cars in his dlil lodge •• He i s said t b a fa.mo 
gambler as well as hunter and mteer . . 

ab 2 m brot us to aver; : teep and di f! i? hill tg
0
f£sig~k 

but by ap _;lyg the trore tof tre h~~im~tl~e~_~:re;·nru~fh~F ro~ht 
we made vhe desc en n sa e • 1 k -Hill 
u; t othe div sion in the rd, t he l eft gg t h r the B ac- r 
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HM 2295 Dr • .John Smith .Journal 1853 (/v~ls) 

i853 s tarted for Ore on// pane , 
. oaks c 3 x 5 leather cov~e~r=-=:s-.,.1.~a~e~.~ ~~.,,-7 -~ 

w 3 wgs nd 1 carriage 7 y oke oxen 1 cows one bu and 4 mares 
enroute refers to Vermillion Woodford ct -- peoria, toll for 
crossg bridge Knox Ct. Illinois - to ferr . at Burlington----1 _ 
ferriage across Mis sip ~~4. • • each a,4\includes expenditure.§ J 

) see a little bit of the elephant today see a little more 
of ditto •• from roads and weather - Nishna.botna River ta_, 

1 
Glenwood - to Sarpys Ferry, Sm thence to EK CB (May 4) 
M~r object in gg to Sarpy' !3 Ferry was to ascertain the best cros 
sing. Sarpy agrees to taKe tearas o iJ\" at $3 .~W cash ea and 
20c for loose cattle •• The ferries at CBs r charging $4. for 
a wagon and 25c for loose stock 

May 9 river so hi ferry cnn run today 5/10 went yest.::rd 
on horseback to upp~ ferry 12 m to see what the cha.nee was for 
crossing Captain sa·i d he was gg dovm to the other ferry in mg 
tow-here the crowd of ,j Es were • .lose my mre, s ,ck 

5/11 crossed the Missouri today (~26. 50, carnpd at edge of 
M6 Bottoms· pd Is f crossg a sm stream on brush ch they made 
5/13 cross pa.pea creek on I toll bri e 50c 5/14 Elkhorn too 
hi tocro s 2 boats c . gs ea, $ . n~g 5/15 ~ver for $12. 

/ / /fairl r r i ef notations weather cou tr s1.de/// storm lih~ 
In- w · . . • thanx to overulin g providence e en 

• spared/~ a l so preoc ri th grass or no grass, nd cd of roar. 
, 5/18 saw some Is g - o- Iatt,e t ln s everu.ng in a canoe 

5/19 bridge at . ell Cr vg to t ake O b hand, good messs 
of catfish in platt ; ·gives :miles each da 5/21 Loup Fork 
ferry ~~15 for hss 2,nd wgs , wam r cat , 7 boats w ropes 

· mentions 19i52 graves, few ide;,tified - - rain rain 2.nd > mud mud to hub 6/1 passed sev trs yest who had come up on SS 
~platte & crossed to this side about 10 m abov! FKey, ch ~e 
/ passed yest. • tho not in s •• ght on acct oth tl!llber on an i.slancl 

which interven,c.,d B creek overflow· nd we v to move r camp 
300 Bs on 6/4 15:/5 Sab rested &/7 passed mt of SFP · -

6/9 Huffman cow had a calf today 6/10 Ced2.r bluff opp. 
· END OF VOL I .,--1---- _., 

Acct of distance trave e an expenses of each day in 
tra e ling to Oregon from Pittsbur Ca rroll Ct Ind • . thi s in in.kl 

r e e c1. 6 13 cross Castle reek 14 pass go 
) 2 yg mn kd by lightng on 12 inst one by the name of G Hoover 

27 of Pike Ct Ill the other D. :M McCord 21 of Lee· Co ,r Im·ra, one 
gr -- Crabb Creek 6// passd 11 gs today, 9 old Q.t.res 

6/16,cd opp CR v 1llg of Sx opp 6/17 G.f) SBs 
3/18 3 of r boys crossed the Platte yest eve by wadg nd s1-Timrng 
to get a view of SBs •• in crossg the rv they found it tb a mil 

J wide walked 2 ms to the bluff and still one :mile fran it, afr2. 'j id to cross acct d2.rk, nearly drmmed crossg. first tiem ,, stayed 
w Es, etc., the recrossed, nec.rly drm-m again ~ 

, 6/21 cd 4 m above FL we er anxious to get over tothe r 
to lv letrs nd get same but Cannot as the f~rry boat was ~ 
washed awayL~nd it ,-:ras too windy to cross with the small~ sk!f t 
ch they hari .'fhe soldiers had some d ,iT}ch :rd t he Ifhirotg:.1:e.;f e:J 
we passed the last version that we hac, a. i· a s -
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, of the f nd one oth soldiers er about to cross the rv in the 
small skift some Is wanted to cross w them but they dn let 

I 
the Is go after they got out some distance the Is fired on 
them but missed them the officer went to the f and got some 
men and fod the /blank/ over the hills and kille dfive of them 

6/28 pased a co digg a gr fa woman who dd ~yest eve lvg a 
>babe 4 days old the co er fm Ark 7/1 cd at the Br;dge over 
platte this Bridge was built th s season by a company it cost 

> ~~16 ,000 they charge $6. per team there has about $3,000 teams 
crossed up tothis day 12 retg Cas pack mules and 1 wg 

7/2 cd at the Red Buttes 8 ms above the upper ferry this 
) ferry is now vacated where the ferry was kept the road forks, 
rt hand lvs the rv and takes over the h,ghlands the left hand 
keeps up the river 7 /4 v, llm•r s pril'!gs 7 /5 In 

7/8 mts a sublime sight showing forth the Almighty power 
~ of the Creator 7/14 to Pacif c Springs, 230 m fm ;:\LC. There 

r som oth Ms here carryg on the bs_g_ an6 v a tp t hey c a~e in Jun L 

. and KXJJ:XX allow to go back about the midle of August ~:.s. for 
1 setting a wg t 'i re and ~\12. shoeg a yoke of oxen, or (02. one ft 

7 il6 take Rublet ts Cutoff 7 /18 to GR 48 ms Yrlo ,;-rater, 
p2.id $24 for crossing f crosg 3 wg s & carriage and :ifl. f' or . 3 

)horses, swim catl cai"!lp nea.r lodges of Is and mteers 
·· ?121 csid sickness in the c&."'T1p, including Mrs. Smith and lit 
tle Margaret, all mt fever at Hamsfork threat c:if I revenge 
on any white man for Cas killing om:. of Ranna.cks ,_ 

. · 7/27 ox dies of murrain (bloody) • . Es buryg yg lady from 
)virginia died of csL~ption, Bear River Valley . 7130 I sold to 
) Capt Grant at Soda Springs bacon and flour -- buy ox for pro¥s 

8/3 cd in sight of Fort Hall 8/4 left FH 7 m tor right 
) there g a new road • • cro neuf rv. . t r: 1 elngg to 

FH /IL no romanc e y 2 ever, all detai re ·u and sellg 3 
8 15 ferry o . _ ~. _ a ._,a on Falls, cro d i:-rai tg 

22. 50 -- animals failing and x dropping, excessive dust tlH:: gr 
st fa tali ties among ca.tle that I ever saw / / 7 orm' s e-re v ew7j 
discard some wgs 8/2 7 Boise River 8l31 or ms f-rm Boise 
R:ix:ez, or where Fort stood •• washed a.way last s_:qring, but is no 
w bg rebuilt $8.pw for crossing ferry,cap on Y. Owyhe River24 
paid Is for swimg over my ca.tl & horses 60c - - one train had 
50 head of catl die bet 2 ferries, left 6 wgs 9/10 Pm•:der 1Rv 
tp here 9/13 grand round hill -- in GRV Is v just bn holdrng 
a treaty 700 ·warriors here now, some 1500 or 2000 ponies 

Blue mt I I/ buys and sells at .s. lmost every op portunity 
END OF VOLUME II 

Blue mts Umatilla rv //tr :pink cow about give out from hard 
work and hollow horn traded. herto an I for ave handsome grey 
2 year old poney - ferry Deschutes rv 

;I/note 2558 ms frn Pittsburg, Ind to Oregon City 
9/30 within 5 ms of the Dalles. Soon after startg the road 
forked the left hand crosses the cascade rots via Barlows Gate t 
Fosters and Oregon City -- to the Dalles to get on oat, get c 
atle and horses started on the pack trail,to .ca se des - t o s tbt 
landing w aniamls and wgs on 1-!or. t -r, road f or the d i'itanc e I e 
tvd -- 1 take wgs to outh of San\ on oc.t , steam er Petonia . . 
35 m from here to OC .~here e.rr ·oct 1 9 to Y mhill Co . 

plus one old ledger of earlier d 0~te, and tablet diary 
of the 60s 



HM 19974 Montgomery, ,,.!illiam A J to Ca fm SIT, Mo to Feverville 
/ 1•Teaverville?/ by -r,-re_y of OT April29- Septem er 10 ms 76pp. 

16 mo c. 3. x 5 leather covered. nb double pps 

pencil beautiful script, highly legible 
, 

a list of the names of persons of Dr . Reuben Knox' co, who 
left SL f Ca on the 29th Apr 1-~ 1850 _ 
Dr. PJ(, conuctor, sons Joseph and Henry ,nephews M:e:I'l::t'}c::D<IrlxRich2.rd 
and ~uben J. Grice, stepson jd co on Humboldt river pus 6 n:eh-
negroes scratch it see copy at home 

This diary Lfiote on card.7 was copied by the author from the ori 
which was water-logged, soon after his arrival in Calif. 
Tfm M, the author, was orig from Aunton, mass. 

miss p. 34: /there is no p. 34/ have thru p 43 /there is no 
p. Di.xx 441 now for pp 44-45 

13th travelg all last night • • reach GR 14th ferried evth 
over in a boat 15 carnp on Fontanells ck 7/22 Soda Springs an 
Stbt spr 7/28 in camp on Raft River pass Goose Ck 7/31 

8/4 R. Ryan died th_Ls night of consumption, he was urnrell 
at the start, and came out for his health 8/5 to H- Rv 

8/6 lay in camp th s day waiting for Jas Knox retrun from 
SL 8/7 Cal. Smith died this day of cholera 8/18 Sink of H-
8/20 v k- loaded wgs w grass to c2_rry on the desert 

8/21 left ca.!np 5 PM to tv thru the night •• at midnite 4 
of us left eht ,Ctr on horseback for Carson R. Our wagns did no 
get there, as the mules ga r e out •• 5 of r wgs er left bf reach 
g the rv 8/22 we 4 foun d traders aplenty at Carson River, in 
tenst or booths, made of old tent covers & boards, a rough look 
ing set of Christians indeed 8/23 r wgs did not come fro::r1 th 
desert dp// today but er left 5 miles back •• we are ca.mpg under 
a lg tree near the rv, only one ox to eat 8/24 still wait for 
the wgs,and expect some of them th s day •• co at the 1-:rgs v 
crackers,rice & some Panola, Ft. Larima 

8/25 I went out about 8 m on the desert, I took some ,,;rat 
er in a lg bottle slung a-ound my neck, and we.s nearly used up, 
staid u p a l l night, got my bgg returned to camp next day 
8/26 ~ :r:rn:xpx lay in camp all day nd the wgs er brot in, 1-re 
r in tendg to pack r mules 27th took along the 2 wg s & :ps.ck d 
sev mules some 12 of r co left the train and went on some 
carried the r luggage, others packed on mules 

8/28 r mules wea.k from want of grass ncl r men ne2.1_,1y use 
d up for want of nourishment weak and in low spirits 8/30 
carnp among the mts 8/31 cross Carson rv 2x. • to valley 

9/1 Carson V 9/2 6 of r men left for the diggs (Calif 
we arvd near the M tp in the v nd here we butchered 2.n ox, but 
no bread 9/3 to fmmt of SNs 9/9/ Prescott ~Ek White & mysel 
l.eft the tr thj_s mg about 35 m from Weberville •• nd pack r bagg 
on myhorse 9/10 arr W- we r 134 days from SL and 113 from 
old Fort Kearny on No river ;ni:x ve staid -~~e fort 

,/'Suate of the weather -- 85 days fair, 3 days cloudy, 
~ _ 25 days some rain each de..y •• 
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p . 76 Doctor K..riox I scomapn of 57 persons left OFK w 11 rag go 
ns (one oth odies ,as in the form of a boat, h wa used for 
ferr. ,.g aero s r iver ) and a out 73 c a ttle,chiefl r mul· s , but a 

\ few g horses & ponies. T -o oth heaviest. wgs er left at ne r 

/ 
I 

---
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FKey, one at L, ano ther, th e Boat , t H- R, 5 on the great 
desert, one in canion , another l further on the •~:, ascen 

1 ding the SN Mts. This .;as t he l ast one hin 1 :heel ~r oke, 
after ch re er o liged t o pack evt hg on mules a nd horses 

·,:,rm. MontQomery 
//back to start// 

Negro s 2 men 3 boys 1 girls (first names only used 
./1111ericans 24 / / tn add to Yuioxes/ /, including L C .Me.son dien_ n-" A:-­
FL T. Ca.rson, left at FL _ Pancoast, left near SN I-1ts. • • 
Ca l . Smith diedon H- H •• likewise GeolLittleton, ·wm Gould, 

1 Geo Crowell, J o s 11 e t chum etc etc and where th y lef~ the tr. . 
1 Aside from the Knoxes, only 6 went all the wa.y thru w :the tr, 

tho Prescott aocmc White -and Montgomery left only 35 ms from U 
I r ish.~en 4, one dd 10 m n H-R (John Ryan) 

Germans 15 
La.dies 3 Mrs. MDevett went to Sac 

Mrs. Warner 7 left on H-R total 57 
v~'-

4/29 took pasg on stb Marg Blanc 5/7 call at Liberty to take 
on mules. TJ'ent upon a high bluff to see the arsenal 5/8 boat 
stopd at I - 5/10 to StJ 11th left for F 13th arr at OFII~. • 
left boat for land carriage / 

/ en 
5/14 enc a , . ,r o c oors or 
w ndows lf>th jolly time of 16th craned loa.dg r vgs. . ~~ 
lle;htf11l plRr.e,cheererJ. by birds, fine er ee. sic~.e 

~ 5/20 left f 11 am for the plains •• leaders require e. man 
on ea side to make them go strai )lt 5/25 had misfortune to v 
a fore wheel of one oth wgs pass over my right foot, about the 
middle and left leg just below the knee, altho it is not frac­
tured any bones it obliged me to ride in the wg about 2 weelrs, 
nd the foot was lame for a long time after •• now cmg near th 
p:.:. I town, see Is aplenty - r cductor gave them sm presents, 
nd enterta n I chief w 2 attendants at dinner, also the gr m de 
chief ~mY-l'!!MNtiox~:bEX • • made the Platt rv this night 

5 / 26 ll~:KR!KX~llX:.q'.Jqra:S::E:tm:X~EJEX:tmlm 
///no - the entertainment of Is was on the 26 th, Platt on 25t 
5J28 '..n fine spirits since we v got rid of the P-2.s 

5/29 met co 70 chian Is gg to f ght the Ps, all on horsebac 
nd v long spears strung w scalps of their enemies,and w painted 
faces they look tr ly frightful. • e saw the old. pa.'1-mee toi--m, 
nd saw how· their huts er cstruc 7/31 pass the St.J ro.a dFK 

6 t:-- o princ blr gs o wood, others o unburnGd brick nd 
prairie sod • • lg herds B seen here last winter, supJosed to 
v bn 15,000 in sight at one time / / 6/2 e.t fort 2.11 day 

&;.,be 6/6 beyond Plume Creek, one of r co L C ,fason cl this 

I mg of cholera, after sickn of about 10 hrs ""B'/8 me t mail s t age 
from FL 6/lOtv along SF. • saw sev graves every one of ch had 
a well-beaten path, as if it had bn trvd by a gr nu people 
6/12 start early reach SFP. . wg ,., my lugg upset 
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6/13 started fm SF lO}AM; reached AH about 2 PM ct ve 
broken but romantic 6 ,17 kd x 2 white wolves, ,;i. rrd Ch Bluff 
at 12, near c.r. at night, ct alt rouantic 6/18 fine bluffs 
on road like fortifications cp in ve romantic place, })luff .s on 
3 si(es 6/19 we called at an I tp and bss where er about 
20 wigwams. One white trader 

6/20 another I tp, s me shanties anr:!. wigwams 6/21 arrvd 
LR lo½am and ferried frei ht and forded w teams pass fort at 
1 -- 0C 6/27 cross ing of NF, boat freight wgs, swim stock 

6/29 left camp about 7 2,nd upper ferry about 9,}. 
7 /2 Jass IRand DG 7 /8 saw Ice Springs and salera.tus lalrns & 
in sight of mts capped w ,snow 7 /10 over SP 

ENDOF W1vI 1-.fOllJTGOEERY 
GIFT OF John T. :Montgonery 59 

HM 651 Gorgas, Solomon A. D of an ov j fm SJ Ho to Placervill 
Ca by way of FL; xx also ret voyagG to l'TY via the Ithsrnus or P 
1850~851 April 28-.April 8 ms. o v 8 vo x. 3 x 6 213 pp 

l pp to 102 erta,i n ta DY j / Tl':/ I I 
I\ Left SJ 4/28 ·went up to Duncan's Ferry - crosd mg of 28th 

)
4/30 Wolf c Is v brdg, ~5c cd ~ 5 m w Agency 5/2 to Red River, 
let d r wgs w ropes hear we jd sm frs fm Pa & Ohio & Ill elec 
3 men as directors nd formed a co -- e..nother co undeI' H Le od , h 

bee thru 2x eg i e script, good pnrnan s 
-- leather co ered notebook s oacin 

.._::_:::.;:::.:~"'--~~~~;.;e;.;r;:m;,i_-;..;.:;on:::---_-_~fa in w 1-'[cLeod fro-_·: Ohio 
5/11 made F Kny 5/12 a da:y of repose, '1-rri te let rs, to Fort 
5/13 now ccluded t o lv the Ohio tr and s ha.11 tv alone ,-;r 3 ·wgs 

/ oes not bother w · recof o . i: :i. s ,ances r e.. 
r m, o FK 300 m 1s ezceedgly goor w excep 0 1 crossng 

? 
f or first 50 rn 5/17 crossed P at 4 oc 5/20 c:mpd AH 5/21 
Here AH me 1st Is since Agency, came swarming, to beg, they r 
_pitiable objects, me.,,,,.y naked, Sx Na.t:tona, Chief Smoke .. sell 
rnockasins for sugar - hard looks s quaws an~ oret -.- Pawpoucies. 

5/23 ///entries ,a1te variable in lengt1, and s om e da_ s sRp' 
opp the gr na L, 1.1 urc o r ., 2 w , "" ' · e a nc ien 
European fortress of gr me.gni tude - road along nf l:IW:z:;::;;;;;:£,C~ 
andy and heavy wheeling, teams fagged do1-m, grass poor: dr y . 
the propors of mules and horss te,c1.rns i nearly equal, cnn see an 
cliff in their cd the hrs teams r made up gen of the best bull 
western horss, mostly of csid age - the gr ~-na,i ori ty of the r,ml 

e te~f DYYE:Ej:;w:bft:er are animals of 4 yrs old & under k 3yages for 5_]_2s.D / there r a gr many ox teams; prob 2h)....t" 
one th rd of whole num er cp 3 mi e CR, thousand:=: of name cut 
in rock or written w lead :pencil, effacg rapidl 

5/24 CR inftrospec and regre1ts - thous up thous rushg 
on to the land of gold - this certainly is a sptacle ch the wld 
since its creation nv has witnessed --i11ail exnress from FL 
road lvs rv and windsof toward SB ch is d s i' ant some l'.~. or 13 m 
-- ard at or n 0ar t h e Springs at dusk and cd 

5/25 left camp 6½oc at this place a Ar. Rub c:dom~ h':'s es~ab 
a tp to trade i· Is an rl to take adv of the ;rast eion ch 1nva. r12.b 
passes thj s pt a num )er of mechanical shop s ( or tents re.ther) 
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are here in opera duri\l\g th season oth eion - the trs m-:ra the m 

/ 
echanics r ge Frmen hard lookg customers - they us take squ2.,:r 
nd v offspring by them, but r gen reckless enough to abandon 

ther:1 at pleasure Mr R is a ma" of about 30 app2.rently, re,ther 
Rum/?/ eyed and of g demeanor and I shd j :.dge pretty well calcu 
lated for his situ2.tion he has a neat assortment of dry goods 
nd somewhat of a gen assortment of goods - buys and trades a gr 
deal of Furs fm the Is and sends them to the Mo R - has a. SC!Ua-F 

tol whom I ha.d the oppor to see wishing to buy a pair of mocs 
of him at his store, they proved tb too small, uhcrcon he repli 
that his sq_uaw perhaps some larger ones and invited me along to 
his rms a.djg the storeroom - on enterg his squaw was sitting o 
a kind of bed workg at mes, but unfort for me the:' er too small 
She was rather· a better lookg wcrnan than most oth Squaws., but 
hard enough - saw no Paupuc es Mr R is app a g-man, shok hem 
ds whim and left - to H Creek 

5/26 arvd FL Saob .... th -- all respect for the Sab here forgo 
tten - arvd 4 oc, crosg LF about a m below the F the strea:m ,·T 
somewhat swollen by the late rains nd was barely ford.able - 2. b 
100 yds below r crossg it e1n:ptied into the NFL 

5/27 storm knocks over tents - the elephant gave us a 
slight brush of his tail the F has bn estab w thin the past 
yr nd furtherirnprors r still in progress - under direc of Majro 
Sanderson of Ohio - he is certa a g-man I became acqutd whim h 
gave us some kind and useful advice for our rout 

5/28 again on j for Eldorado 6/2 made the upper Plat Ferr 
y today 3 boa ts here, 3 more 5 mis i lower doi-tn :!r4. pw 

6/3 Rock Avenue·. • teams shdb rested at the ferry, and wate 
there shdb stored 6/4 cd 2 m E IR. 6/8 since lvg the FNP 
the road has bee bad - sandy - hilly, stonE;y and rockey 

Sabbath R/<?i sup od tb day of rest, ls bustle and cfusion •. 
Hy fr Elder Day of Michi is to preach a sermon this eve -shall 
hear him if I arn not prevented by the claims of our sick 

') 6/10 made the Pass today 6/11 passed the jc at:, parted w 
/ r frs fm Mich w much reluc, they gg by SL & ,::e takg the Cut-off 

or straight road _ 6/12 arr GR 5 oc mg 6/13 30 teams ahead, f 
ee ~,10. a gloomy place - ~ vivid dscript of crossg the sava·ge 
t stream, hurled frn shore toshore by the dashing waves and 

struggling boatmen, in a sm wg boat 4 feet wide and ten feet lo 
-animals refuse etc. 6/15 snow squalls. • r load heavy in 
cs~q_ of boys bg sick. • all broke dow w fatigue - -surely the 
gr Creator has never designed this dreary ct to becQ."ne the ha.hit 
a of the ·white men .. • the Lord deliver us fm this cold and gloo 
my region 6/19 heavy snow 6/18 more snowstorms- in daytime 
muquitoes relentless in theif demands for blood · 

6/21 Stmbt S 6/23 Hudspeth's Cutoff (55th day) . • the co 
is well enough :marked yet vg the app of a new road 6/26 ford 
of Raft River 6/27 Castle City is ab 3 m ne oth jc w SL rd . • 
whole resembg a city 6 / 28 Thousand SV 

6/30 since lvg FK /?/ we v tvd v thin sight of mts and 
mt scenery 2.nd since lvg FL ,;,re v wound r 'i·TB.Y thru valleys in ch 
the heat oth sun db extremely gr in he day t.i.me and within sig 
ht of snow capped hills on the sides and at the nite the. cold 
db severe - for about 30 da~,'S r t v has been amongst the hills 
and rnts wadg streams and rivers mud & swamps the:; toils of r 
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r j vbn exceedlg gr and some sickns has be :.n r lot - ,Sabbath -
more wistful nostalgia 7/7 Kanyon Creek k 1st crossg of Hr. 
fellow from M shot w I arrow. • stock bg stolen 

- 7 /3 shoot old ~ Chickasavr, , a bout to die frn starva 
/ 7 /4 tvd thru excessive heat prepd an I dinner a potpie. • 
· ref to She a.nd my dear little ones think of Pa today, etc. 

/ head and dust truly oppressive dust has floated in the track 
in dense clouds almost prod cg suffocation at times 

7/9 puz:1.lernent about where ,ff 1-;re are at Sink, prepare for 
the desert w water and cut grass - shd b marked, makes suggs . 
7 /10 discover we are yet ma~y miles from the Sink • • lo'\-r on 
provs •• the usual deteriorat on 

It is really distressg to see the im1aence dstruc of :Jrop alo 
the rout at FL some already dsposed of the r ,-;rgs and went to 
packg, but the s;,r:rnptoms of miscalc & cseq disaster & distress h 
ave increased daily since lvg that point & the roads de is li 
t lined with broken & burnd wgs,harness, clothg,blankets, quilt 
kettle, bake pots, saddles, stoves, tents ,"--hrss in worst shap 

. / 

7/16 finally reach Sink (79th Day) J"l.liy 17 & 18 Desert -­
scenes from Paradise Lost •• 2 men peris~edof thirst end the rd 
lined w dead animals dead were of co/from Foster,O -- the 
distress is gr beyond cprehens on - m_c1.ke Carson River 

7 /19 r cd is deplorabL. we r on the pt of sufrg for :1.Jeat hv 
had none for sev days. The whole ,eion is famishd 3# sea bis 
cuit w 10 days tv what is gg to bcme of us nobody knows •• 
i:ntol ·heat oniy altern to lv r wg •• a bitter pill •• forced t 
throw away evthg nd esca~oe w r lives (the deser-t) - at the 
river angles of mercy w flour nd meat to sell us poor pilgrims 
$2. lb for the flour trading· station beyond 10 lbs flour for 
~~15., paybl at Sac . 

7/22 500 M men na. wmn ous ly engaged in bldg a setlrnent, 
at foot of mts. 7/25 /in mts/ passed lg tr of stores destlnel 
for the famshd Eion yet in the rear of us, gratuituous 

7/26 reached Hangtown or Placerville 6 pm - thus we arvd 
end r tedious j at the cmmcrnent of r fearful labours in just 4 
months from the day pn ch we left r happy home.s / /anguish and 
prayer. .dscript of $/ Placerville and neary diggings 

return by Iths:mus 1851 //brm-m leather cover// 
gift of Norman S. Nyce, 1939 

****-**** 

FAC 222 Dr. Edward Alexander Tompkins diary 1850 (See Coy) 

4/2/50 {/beautiful script, diary c. 5 x 10, numbered page 
Facsiiuile or :Photo reproduc of original, loc? 1133 pp. 

bg m j ; t' Ca by the land rt i.e. to B, then to Sandusky, 
Cincy & STL~I, SL,H-R, Carson Valley and Fremonts south pass ot 
,Sierras Nevada •• dreadful feelgs on parting, agony of soul •• 
took cars at Havana . At Jeffe~ son jd 5 cpans .• at B purch ase 
of medicine, guns Ind _._an robber cothing, surgical instruments , 
oni um - detld dscriP of tv to SL, a nhilospher y et: at jnc of 
Ohio and fis,sip like the path ray of if it is i nevi t <;m a r d don 
dmm a str nd dev ous way to the gr ocean of 't eternity 
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4/13 ar at noble c ty of SlJ:, to Walton Hs, elab dscript of 
this town of 70,000 - addl member O gives character reading 
of his cpzns: ..AJ,1 Taylor, n.g. Laprnah, equally decieptful. 
PaEker impulsive and vain Irishman. Dana, cher shes secret and 
eternal hatred under the guise of frsh; ACompton, ltd intel, 
not suff energy of char; CL Compton, too lazy tb a g fr or 
a dangerous foe; .John Guthrie a virtuous man; Nelson SiJa.ulding 
true Yankee char of ge uine worth; A. E. Tompkins of whom I ln 
apeak - 9 

4/23 lv on steam~ verbose nnrr style, as if dos gncd 
·12_!' pos~~r~:0lj'//not tn daily di2_ry form, but n2.rr form 
~ 4/anded at Waynce City the most mis of all wretched 

callee of log huts ev inhab by pickpockets grog vendors and vag 
abonds I laid out like square of n checkerboard, brick c-h'.. 
w conical roof -- outfit cs sted of 2 mules each, 1 riding hrs 
//there follows list of expenditures, plus later ditto almg the 
trail, leading to cclus on that th s narr was •,0ritten at le±sur 
from original field notes// items on trailinclude rn&..inly crossn 
plus exp at Fort Kerny, FL, 81 and Great Desert 

camp 22 m w after l week in I. • here 2 wks 
(il Tuesday the 22 of Hay ,:re set. • on r exped acrost the 

pls to the RM -- gives detail ofpack train tv routine , pckg 
techniq_ue, ie:nx, schedule, etc. • • enter terr of Shawn ees: to 
the Fakarusa., incessant round of di versi_fi e:l beau nr.:1 melody 

Kaw ·wretches ct about 40 m !h:x ·wide, a race of exeeedlg 
.degraded bgs, lazy, thievish, filthy. /~ lyging pa.pers, BR:x1 Pres 
Harrison medals, many naked, smeared -r paint, shave head except 
for roach • • As we appr the Kansa B/ we emerge fm among these 
disgustg bgs and f nd rss surrd by Fotosatomies, ·one of themed 
u~ated and writing a book about th ~ (.J~ N. Bourassa) - war 
bet Ps an Ps, gr war dance on arHs oth P, f od by War Feast. . 
Po half civd - csid detail z abo 1 customs of the 2 tribes, in 
cludg treatment of prisoners, an burials, marriage customs 

May 29 crossed Ks R by /aid of a ferry kept by a Frmn .• 
10 m west Methodist Mission. • 1A Roman Catholic Missions exists 
near the rv at Kansasville where we c'rossed •· • Terr of Pos extn 
west to L Verm llion R about 28 me KR •• steep banks of Big V 
- 1-ri tness to battle, unearthly screams, ex of gunfire nr3.. arrow 

}4- other whites assist in chas ng Ps. .horrid howlg f the dead. 
- essays on prospects for white occup oth la_n.d }CZDUE y2.nkee 

industy, skilland enterprise // essays mingled w joournal 
crossing of BB: such horrid noises caused by the brayg 

of asses, lowing of oxen, screamg of wron and chi l dren w th the 
fiendish cursing nd slrearg in all langs by furious k;ir madmen 
was enough to b~craze the grtst stoic in all Christendom 

LB - prev of disease csd by alkaline ingred os ·water, 
fish, imperf prep of food, chilly nite watches damp & wet gr, 
cstant hard nd exhuastg toil -- course to pursue to avoid dise 
se: boil water --- Peculiarities of the B, a social being, a. 
gallant, the lg bulls arrange themss on the outside oth herd, 
surr cows, wh ch surr calves, etc. 

Fort Kerney ch is indeed no fortifica but a rude garri 
son for the fragments of 3 cos, one oth cos r the remains of an 
old co of mount ed men a kind of Dragoons -- s vegs --
essa on PV - Dana lves, a t hous frivolous collisi ons - jumps 
quickl:, to Forks of t b e Platte {//not a 9- a ry, or:il occ dat~~7/ 

//overblown dscript of PV: ,T d andthr i llg in it s mag. • 1.1 

V 

✓ 
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ascending the top of one ot mts •• boundless ocea of b llowy 
mts with ghastly casams intervening. .ast onishrne t nd rapt1:1-re. 

crosssing SP June 15 -- to nf 22 miles over a region 
that keens the tvr in a st of cstnat wonder ad incressing 
enchantment. • near the summit a lake around ch nu.ill bears and 
w·ol ves r daily see to congreg, cted 14 bears /? / AH 

7 m fm AH is Castle Bluffs 8 m CHR rises abrputly frm 
the pl to the utter astonsih:ment of all who behold it .• 12 m 
further to CR, a }Jrom m peculiar. • eq_ually wonderful e:11innces 
called SBs •• ruins of mag pallaces, pyramids, citadels, the gr 
hall of legislation, etc •• even he ruins of R!Pme, Athens, i 
Bagdad and Petria fall into perf insig •• city tnhab by giants 

Thibbadoux w 3 squaws nd a numerous progeny , a des;.Jere.do 
Essay on the Sx and their customs includ B hu..nt,ing nd courtship 

Fort Bernard an assembg of log huts B ~kins stacked like 
hay, 8 m from FL •• hired mmer of a wg to tg;ke r goods across 
LR FL m:xm:em:x socalled fro:rn its most eff promoter if not its 
founder. Genl Lara~T;ie who 1-ras once stationed at this pt . it 
is ave mis apology for afot bg a quad st,ruc •• about the center 
oth eastern front present a lg openg or ~assg into t he f c i, 
closed at night by 2 massive wooden doo s •• a like ofening mar 
be observed at the west wall. .longest ' fromn to s S 7-" _s com­
pletely filled up by offices of the v rious ep t s . The H ; is 
filled up by canon, carriages an va ous implements adapt ed t o 
war on the ~arxE~ war or occsp of ~eace . A fi n e pl ain c onta n 
ing perhaps 6 acres extends to the E of this cobhouse fortifica 

on ss of this plain or yard is 9' long row of stables .• one 
and se r numerous shanties fitted for the lodgement oth :txE~px 
fag ends of 3 cos of inf and shops, grotesque. • On the n or ne 
SS where vile filth in the narrfe chf whiskey is sold 

A kind of e chsure nearly 4 milesin extent appeared design 
for surrdg this mockery of a mil post .• it d seem that a co of 
squaws cd sack the whole concern in half a.n hour if they knewi t 
weakness. Its walls are act propped up by sticks .of timber 

7 m steep hill on ch nu_T!l wgs smashed - "\farm Springs 
at length to up~oer ferry nf -- IR June 29, 176 m f FL DG one o 
th mosts ngular freaks o nature the eye of man ever witnessed 

,':.P ~ a beau v 22 m wide instead of anarrow: defile as some 
imagine •• 19 m w is juc o Ore nd Calif trails, i:re turn left •. 
On the next day w:e came to Dry Sandy r near ch is a trailpa,s.sg 
off to the right leading to the north of SL called Sublette.s co 

At GR a mis ferry kept by vagabonds who v ident fiedthems 
i·T the Is of thLs region •• many sick and dying here cholera d 
malignant diarrhoea, man about tb buried comes alive and deman 

ds to know what is happening . • //Dr . Tompkins doesno doctorin 
FB,a. stockade tp - the valley GSL appears fran su.nEDit 

of Utah Mts as one oth most enchantg scer2es that ever enrapture 
the sul of man -- Essay on the Great Basin geography---· 
essay on the Mormons and their unique city -- gala da:ys one och 
is the !lt:lrn 24t h of Jul • I was present on the occasion of thei 
2nd anniv - The risg sun was hailed by the d scharge of artille 
ry and loud music in front of the Council House. Soon af!~~ ~ 
triumphal car 40, long ctaing the Pres B. Young sundry 01fic1a 
ls a large band of music and drawn by 24 grey horses eg~n a 
march thru the va.rious thorof are,s of t p.e c ty- - C8r 'Ilo1;-1e~ and 
speeches -- Eavg s a id this ch I ' l ~v enture ~ to spe k of the 
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principles these peculiar people profess to be gu ded by •• 
They practice polygamy to an enormous extent. Some oth 

cspic members of that order -possess as many as one dozen or 
more wives. They do not hes tate to pract the _str2.ngest bestai 
bestial lusts. • Iwas taken sick at the M c ~tY. · on theday after 
my arr val a d came near dygin. h1 I was e kind ]y entertaned 
by Mr. John Young -- companions went on / 

went the northern rt -- Bear R J.$ ust 1 ...,;._ detailed sc 
dscrip of route Goose Ck - Thous , r v Canyon ck -
Marys or H-R is tho most crooked an singularly .winding r I ev 
saw the fog diagram 1 show more of it, 280 rn in length - first 
2/3 g feed, but last 80 or 90 m 1ru barren region aboundg in 
volca ic remains -- Diggers 1 filthy -,·,aked barbarous, 
eat crickets, murder Es and h g their scapls on bushes 

Dscr p of the Sink, Pa te Is, a poor ·wretched race of two 
legged vagabonds 

Crossg the desert 1" ings us to Carson River - Carson V, 
one oth the most beau p a.ins in the world at s end CV we het1,i 
to ascend the SN thru/ ravine sees quite incred to be that a 
loaded wg cb taken o er this mounstrous pile of granite •• 
overwhelmg dis 1)lays of the pm-rer might and rn&jesty and glory of 
Almighty Power - ., dmm via .Tragedy Springs arr at Hangtmm 
Sept 20 

RECAPITULA~ION OF M'I TRAVELS w dates, miles and cl.mlulative 
miles from I I}-dependence to SF 2312 7 pages fm NY to I 
1760 fort al 4072 

•~-3f-~- **** 

HM 16996 Charles R. Parke. J of a Trip across the Pls fm Ill 
to Calif via FL nd Donner Pass; mining on the Feather River; a.n 
a voyage from SF to NO via Nicaragua 184B-1851 /envelope/ 

ledger ; · a c 8 x 14, marblized cover, coming apart at sea..rns. 
inside title page //all in ink la-rge distinct script 

1849 Como White~ide Co I ll Calafornia Notes, Crossg th Pla t ns 

sheet pasted inside front cover: Dr. Chas R.Parke was bin 
Chester Ct. Penn June 25 1823 - grad U of Penn 1847 -- to Ill 
Hhen the gold fever broke out the Dr was seledted as Surgeon 
of the Como Co, Cale.fornia ? which he accepted 

/notes indicate have to 149, ch is all there is ••••. 
~ V 
1849 CALAFORNIA LOG BOOK 
1#' 4/8 Capt. Ss. Sarn~:ison orgd. the Como Pioneer Co. 4/1 
object cross 1g the pls te:, ca in search of gol:L. & sight-seeing 
3 wgs each dr by 3 yokes - 9 total in co. - lv 4/7 direc for 
SJ 5/2 it bg ascert ther was small pox & cholera in SJ 
Caot Samnson despatched me to ascertain·the facts •• I found 
SJ.in an·uproar.- .qua nu of chol cases on th e St . Louis Boats 
and some in the town ~ .5/4 met co 20 Jl e ~3 The report was th 
7000 pea l e- h d di ed f m the t wo diseases 5/6 c&--ne to. SJ • • 
01\ t he ban k of t h e lo Ii of tOi•n is a :high· Mound rber e l~es t _ ~ 
i, in of St . J oe: ,ph a Catholic rniss i on,u-y . The spot is !ilc:. d ·~e 
b cr oss - cr:1 w Mer ill ~ f an,ily 
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5/7 left SJ cd 5 mouton Savanah road. The gs we sl-:.ipd 
/ frorn Burlington Im-ra via SL 2.rvd on boB.t today but as they er 
, not csigned to any pat hs er ca.rried back bf ~-e er aware of it I 

5/8 came 8 m to S 5/9 left S. this mg tv % 15 m, passg 
thru Neward. Bot flour at I-follisters Mill on the Nodaway. 
t his ct well set l d up 5/10 laid over, l,1errills camping w(us 
1•!e r f.iowin Holt Ct n d intend gg thru Origon the Ct s.e2.t, on r 
- a toiowa Point wh ere we 1 cross the Mo and go tothe Hiss ion 
in IT 5/13 t hru London, ct seat of Atchison Ct 

5/14 cro s ed Nishn2.botany 5/15 now a.t Ft .Kerny on 
Table Creek 5/16 crossed over the Ferry, cd on the, prairie. 

~

the Knox ct teams r cg up tor:orrow Fort Ker ey is quite a pla 
Log houses and an 8 squ2.re blockhouse in center There is a 
Sargent here N to protect the US Govt property - the pr grs r 
beau. lJo one is allm-red to camp on it 

/7in margins gives dates, distances, and cumul tive miles 
from· ffi inois7 

5/ 22 for --cliol synptoms, prescribe :pill of opium every hour 
ch quieted the griping but did not stop the diarrhoea. I next 
ordrd Rx of capsiciurn and ca111phor -- ment, oned cross :ng creeks 
w unfamiliar names, i.e. Elk, Modest Muddy, Silver Ck - the red 
flag to shoot a antelope trick. • more medical jargon for his 
treatment of com13~nions' s cholera · -. 

5/25 cd on river bottom •• ~ oth once pm-:erful Ps, o:rj , the 
Platte, ctains 95 wigwams. The main or central wigwam is much 
laf)gern the ballance • • a dist reminds one of a.n ea.stern coal 
pit or mount - method of construction, descripti _,n and (one of 
the most detailed of any observer). There er onl 4 Is in the 
vg nd they sick, claim to v smallpox, do not linger - near the 
vg is a gr surrd by 62 horse heads or skul~ suppose it marked 
the 1.aBt restg place of some celeb chief - the symbols d svggest 
1:--'Ia:i.:ty Horses 

5/27 a Lieut fm the F says 2400 teams v passedthe F this 

(

spr 5/29 came to jn of Old Fort Kerny & Ft.Jessup roads/?/ 
gr David Harris 4/12 5/30 le m to FK nd 14 m w reprot at F 
3500 teari1s v passed - FK a poor looking place all made of sod 
they r now bldg a frame hs - the troops r preparg to start for 
Oregon, a fine loog set of rnen - pass 200 teams 5/31 ditto 
The B co from Springfield Ill 10 m behind - Andrew Merrill 2 
days behind . - an encampm tnt has bn seen on CB road - (0ui te a 
nu sellg their interests in cos nd returng to the Sts -- meat, 
corn meal, pilot bread a~d beans distrib profusely along rds --
500 cav expected at FK, on their way to Origon - passed Badger 
co t.:ro:m ·Fisconsin Louisiana Enterprise Co a mile ahead /1 

6 /1 called in to see a l'1r .L=- from Galena hasflux buried.. 
hi~ dgtr this mg Mrs. Merrill lieut g en eral; separate, but 
Whipple stays acct the pretty dgtr ~ osf~ 

6/8 cd opp Castle Rock of Fremont • • /after/ vg to ascen 
the bluffs which led us into Ash Hollow, idsap in little t mbe 
but chammedby spring - at mouth 1-rigwams of X Sx and Frman w the 
for 16 yrs - tr man shot hi:nself in the leg; ~ 

6/9· Spring Creek Castle Bluffs by_a h~ppy streak or 
sorooodyD~ s imagination - swallows and their instin?t 6/11 
ass gr of P. Stevens of Boon City No, a. of c~runption ';~s tvg 
or his health - deplores those ~ilia leave horoe to ~ra 0

~ at 
svraws 



HL~99 

6/16 visit Castle Rock ,fanpther o-i;f/ or Solitary Tower 
or Church - architec grandeur fades as we ap:9roach dscrips 
of Church and Tower - p • . 30 sketch of St>li tary Tower or Ch 
as it looks June 12, 1849 - d too CR haystack w lonr:; pole 

6/14 to Horse Cree via SBs •• beau ndrefreshg spr ngs at 
the base of near th s sprtng was a fresh gr made th s 
morning. Dunn was the name, d of cholera 6/15 saw many 
cards on trees but none for us 

6/16 cd 2 m above FL Fields wg capsized crossg LR, damag 
r ing sm provs and wettg his bedding. The wg was towed asho:e. 

FL is situd •• the parade grs r beau sitd /diagram of lac/ 
whi __ e in amp at FL we cut off r waggon beds and coupled up the 
wgs prep toentering the BHs 

Warm Spring, Bitter Creek Horse Shoe C 6/17 met some 
US soldiers retg wan E who had stole a horse fm the F 
La Prele Fouche Bois Deere 2 bss Ms Es buyg coal 

6/25 c oppo the Ferry cross on a.boat swung accross the rv 
by two ropes, 2 yokesof cattel att tothe end of the ropes on 
either side, towg it back and forth 

6/26 millions of grasshoppers had eaten all gr leaves etc 
nd er now devourg each other - gr covtl f acres - wg ~-heels ma.sh 
them into molasses 6/27 Willow Spgs. 6/28 celeb TR, like a 
giant tortoise 6/29 DG, diagram;::at c map of vie, tv at wits 
end why and when th s breal{ thru' solid gra.ni te 

7/2 man tb tried for murder tomorrow of c Judge Lynch holds 
the court out here I do not lmow the pats - The murdrd. man's 
name was Read (*author's note: this man was afteri-rard hung b;r 
vigilance committe in California for .stea.ling) 

7/3 SP entering 7/4 This bg the nationAl bd, we cmnced r 
celeb by washing dirty linen - v two cows, make ice cream at th 
SP oth Raclr...ies .z describes process 7 /5 dist fm Como 12.69, 
fm SJ 859 ,fr;1 FL 231 (at Dry San 'l;r) 7 /6 Big S 

7 /8 sea 50 mi not 35, the western 25 ,..r perp dusty hills 
7 /9 GRF $6. - Fr trs, squaws of Sna.ke & Crow Ns, dc.rker than th 
Sx 7/10 called to see on of Capt Ha,..~ins mens ck, rode 12 
m - has bilious attack will soon be well 

7 /13 Bear R quakenaskps 7 /17 visited a sick man today a 
Missourian has typhoid fever, but dg well visit Ft. Smith at 
Big Timber -- 7/18 I feast of 4 squirrels, hides, entrils and 
most of the bones -- Soda or Beer Spr ing 7/19 SBsp and old 
crater we left the man road at the bend oth ri and bore off 
to the sw fod Myers & Hedgespeth, the former was a mt guide the 
latter captain of the company fror:1 Mo - both vbn to Calafornia 
bf - P2 .. 11nack R 

as for Is, the only way to improve their lotisto take all 
their chil away from them, and educate the!" never alowg the chi 
1 togaback until the old cusses have all passed over the river. 

7/24 Raft Rv, 50 m fm FH 7/25 Capts Hedgepeth of Mo & 
Ha rkins of Illl r camped ahea.d of us w Hyers as their guide. 
now 123 m w SCO 7 /26 came into the old road fm FH. Here 
we met many trs that had gone roun . the F . The. rep?rt many 
fam,lies branching off to Oregon fr om the Fort •• the ist f ~om 
here t o FH i sa d to e ? 5 m ani:l · 0 m from there t the 1enr'l, 0 

Bear R or Sor pr n gs - 7 J 28 oun :l for Goos e Creek - c ro s~e -­
the new M ro c:1 from ' L . Here . e met ~o~e team s ~ratp t r~!ij s-
old road at r:>CQ r1a. Ts bf we starte in~ - grani e ~ 
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/ //frec~uent underlining / // well springs - HR 
8/3 fresh grave poor sould dd of csmnption. 

ment, nay nonsense 8/8 cattle w arrows in them 
8/16 to cutoff or South Origon TraiL- Dr. 

informs me tha.t his c found a portion of a mastedo skeleton 
near FL 8/17 take old road tothe sink 8/22 Sink -
8/23 Boiling Spr ngs left Hot Spring for Tru e - or Salmon 
Trout- R 8/31 pas on oth hss blt by the or Donner party 
There er sev other hss but they er ordrd estroyed by Gen Kerne 
yon his ret frn Ca in 1847 in order to e ep the Is fm livi ng in 
them -- to the sm-mit where in fa.c found 11 the el~phant 11 , 

steep and winding, terr ble road rolling stones - Capt Ka.rrs 
wgs had 15 yokes of cattle att on.e time -- got all 01..rns up w 
ropes. After gi vg 3 cheers re te.rted for the v. • wdn care to 
take the back track, ve 1 g.o home by 1-rater 

9/1 no road at a.lVuntil we reach Fremont Peak 
frn Camp Fremont, head - · Americ2.n Fork, reach Uba rv - dmm w 
ropes I protest c a _, g r route a road 9/3 to Capt Gree:mwods 
camp 9/4 foot o ear River mts to Steep hollow on Bear R 
· mines in profu;r.i..on 9/15 reach Sutters Fort on the Arneric , n 
Fork,and soon after the c ty of Sac,.a c ty of tents w a few • . 
plank hss. ~ • ENDS J page 89 

Cha r l es B . Da.r win ID11 16770 
ger ~ · a:x size book.( . C. C X 14 ::mz1:-:t::2~ .. ~ w, th 

--~~- l 84. journe c 1e ap paper "bla.nk book.TT .15 pp Kanesville to 
SLC, about h a l f pencil, half pen card board covers , l edger 
t'_ ~'rt lea.ther on s pine cin ook, , LC t o Cal if c 1 0 x 12, 
ca r dbo rd c over, ma-r-bl eized paper T'fn xxxa:x has 28 pp . . 
h a ndwT i t ng is l arge but scrawly, redable but only with lJainful 
"f?'fiort - pencil and ink i s preserved, but the peculiar char ot 
nan rrit ing is~ t he pr obl em /_ third ms notebook, l~dgersize ~ 
,., blue pape r seems to be out s ide r scope. • 

Inside bk I cover: 
I wish the finder o 
in Paris Tennessee 

---· oes not if ·spirits 
his pillow Chas 

If I die pn my path ch Id no antic or dsir 
this bk to sent it to liJY wife JvI. A. P. Darw· 
for ch he will receive many thanks if he 
can leave the land of shades I'll disturb 
B. Darw n Hay 1., 184S 

( loose sheet typed, signed by J .B.J .rn y:JO und2.ted, reads 
\ a page fm the Darwin Diary, ,;.rritn on cheap paper blank-

books that even w magnifyg glass it is diffic to decipher. 
Page after page a woman labored over it for many long 

months. Running a small San i tarium ••• this woman patiently 
and carefully worked thru these Forn old books. She rewrote 

much of it, deleting where nee cs not legible,a d fillin in 
for continuity as best she could. 

Not many dv atteBptd to read these faded pgs, hut Herloine 
Chillcott Darwin did it. She gave it her best· efforts. At la.s 

,_ it was done L She wrote the Hord Finis gladly, etc. 
Pencilled footnote: Chas B. D2.r,;.Tin died at Napa Asylum n 

SF spr ng 1901. He we.s for 2. time U.S. _District Judge=for T;rr 
of Fash; collab in the 1860 rev of the .Laws of Iowa. l' or 2, ,..,h 
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sketch of his life see: Proceedings of Iowa State Bar Assoc) 
Vol. vir, 1so1, p. so 

143 
Have copy :to thru page lt~ at Independence Camp start 144 

same camp 7/ ~ claret / ?/ anr salt a t e r c a:ip nsp •• in f:O 
m \ e made the MoTman crossg of p l ,_tte ca.noes tie together and 

anks enoug or ,heels on it the. ferry over e.. · ,.~4 . pw &.ll 
r_ o c ome in t he order of t heir c orllin g as otlr load 1-ras i nsig 

crf"ter waitg 2 hrs i~e h ad r p c s a nd saddl es ca.rri ed over nri. f 
t er much ? re swam over our ponies salt fl t 4 men -rmmri 
-est erda-, and one shot the t eams e are ct in passing ev 
c p rn pass is s tre m w valuable s /? / on e h as 40 or 5G h ams 
left 9ile up -hile oxes an trunks and all m2nner of clothi n g 
lies scattered about another -ere ? carts, bal"rels and ever:­
one has some inr'lic a tion 2. t tached t 0 i t to tell of _1-ast ,~ a d los 
s • . we ma - no1-r e said to v a . ed t h e bl a.c~ hills . • the 
has been e ceediug l , hot ad our cl~ret anr? l e t to our suppr 
a r elish poss9 bJ none other since we left our? 

/ 4 olid pageti re 7 /5 
uffalo steak c amp illo·,~ p r n_ s Frida~r evening July 6 

l &"'t night 1rol es } owl d. t'i un us i n such ? th_, t one rr. i ght 
well eli~·ve there ere a bun _red of t hem -re e r u11 -nrl vg no 
xx« :tE rater we Mere/? in our ,ad le . the Dr . struck out fo r 
the ro ad a t a ? & f'ow1d it aft e r 5 mi les travel a..ri indian 
compan, rode up and on i n~uir. faun them to :ie cnerokees . • 
Dr . Th omps on .• t he roa •• the r eri ~uttes .• s cene of.desolc.t 

canion co.mp upper -il l o .r Dring Sat Sunrise Jul.- ? 1,0491 
c aT-,t of the Cherokee comrJa.ny air is str g l :· i p. e.:n, ... ter'l v,-j_th 
eff luvia f r oll'. dead oxen it is like ~al.king over a f ield of bat 
1..e man cos r tvg ;y- n ight to a"t oi t_ e beat of t he i :ntolera 
;.;un 2..rid s co ching win, to sa.ve ca.ttle 

Cra ? 2:rlll!x C mp , n e r Ind e pendence Rock 1,atur sda: n i ght, 
Jul., 7 at' about 10 t hi morni e were moving to .rard P, reet 
.-:ater loft;r rock and huge mt l)iles mo :Jt of our a.~ •. soon 
I R open ed u pon u s a, the s w a pret ty little c reek of' 30 feet 
l-Tir'l t h anrl ~y u.rd dee p Pe str 1ck off t he t he lef t into a rock-
., lled r --vine Qn r fin goo gr· ss by the light of a l amp p L1e 
t r ee /? / fire I write and i tsglo • e .con f" fa 1: u p n t , t be t ower 
ing er s • • 0ur poni es a r e in -h " teep r ... v-' n e wind..:..ng alrnos 
t ~l .ost /? erpendic l~rl up •• t o pine branches •. asn ~at er 
wc.s t o be found here ·I t akin 0 a p scram l ed up t h roes t hi_l: 
ing steruiinilii:mbme ~t the e of giant pil e •. ~ d 2f e r l eap-
in s and j :mtJ}ll]fg. clim ~-n r: ~ r nnr;lin gs ::. al1 manner of gyi-1 a 
sties not at a ll favor able t o shins when darKness had •o en h er 
curtaJ.n aro 1 nd me I found t he much d esi re beverage . Ay co 

ecame anxious for me a shouted and soon after a re ptition o :..· 
t he gymanst i cs I s t y th f i re/?/ an t ook out m book to 
wri te . · Storm clouds iIDO.e ? s e em _;r egnan rit h re n hang 
gloomi n g over muc h of the n i ght vault up the Eastet'n er C'e of 

ich •it a f' a c e as i f WTo.P!:>ed in grief climba our ladv of 
t he n i ght •olve. r ho ling upon my tra cks t hev no r:l.<:_>but in: Tl!!~ 

fOUl have ve uc relished a. su~ per of m. carcass har:.. ~ see , 
it t o l eave it on t he cliff. . A murrier was este-rr:1 .- rte1u9t~,, 

,;-- sari e ::"· men frol"' I o,.. on a fourt h rho with them. com:po erl the lr C i'J)l) ny • • the e.5 sever -::J:- 0 m il er1 ut got into -· ca_np 
and infor rn erl . , 
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