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A R Pond 1,0n.gder c. 6 :x: 7'.' no idei1tification of Pond on cover 
or inside. First 2/3 acctg entries 1837-1848 
Diary begins August 24 1849 •• 
A report reached our train that Messrs Hudspeth & Myers opened 
a road thru the lits to Feather River ch was much nearer to the 

· gold region than the rout by the Sinxk of the H- We er now ov 
~ 50 m above the Sink. Yesterday we met a lg tr of i,f; tea."'Ils 
gg from the Pacific to SL They started fm SF on the 19th of J 

/Notwithstndg their advice/ we forded the H- & started nea 
west to strike into a road c . . 11 d the Southern Oregon Road ch 
we had passed 

Sept 9 Goose Lake At r last nites enc a fireing cmmncd at t 
edge of the pine timber •• There was 6 or 8 encs •• in a short 
time the firing ran along the foot oth mt and appeared like a 
pretty gen angm1gement. • No enemy in sight. • In the mg. we as 

certained th.at the fireing ·was intended as a rejoicing for havg 
pased the mts in safety it cmmcd w a party of Missourians. 

Sept 11 Encamped at Pitt River w Capt Bell & Co 
Sept 14 We met a co 8 m above r encmp. They were in the ernp 

of' the govt exploring as far north & east as the pass in the 
mts. Thence west to the Pacific. They informed us we were up 

of 160 m from Lawson fl . . Gave us a table shovg the dist betwe 
waterg places & as Mr. La.1-;rson was guideing the comp I hope we 

v ti at last some correc infrm 
BI'),U' entries to 1852 in the diggings. 

, elsh w [c..k~ c{v,,.k ·" <U,c. c;,(;:-c-) 
.rmrn PRA'I,T :m1 -3oe2a=-: ( 4 vols) 7aries of 1) overland j 1 from Fi 
sc to Or egon via Sublette cutoff & Norther n Calif in 1851 2J 
return -to Ill via Nicaragua on the ship Le n s iri 1852 3)2nd tr 
to Oregon via the same rt 1853 4) life in & n Portland 7 1863 

v.l c•.~3 x 6 E1 binding disintegrated¢ paper cover •• good sc 
ript, ink, sm pages faded _p/12 left Mil1.$,.i Wisc script fine 
but mainly legible lv w teams 

May 2 to Kanesville look for CJ Hills & ball oth co cant fi 
find go to Traders Point •• to look •• back to Ksvl, a sm v 3 m· 
fm the Mo_ &': 8 m above CBs~ I .. m uch m business place than the 
Bluffs, there bg sm quite respec stores in it. con Mosouito C 

May 10 cross Mo •• 25 rods •• stoxm, ctnwd sinks r wg to th 
hub May 1.!7 P vg I-ii. s of Pl 5 m;· rec a visit from the chi ef, 
demands· sm cows for pasg thru his l and fr ill, quinine & 
rhubarb powders, rub him w camphor -& brandy (Briggs?) Nb, Th om 
clelirous & raving. • det.ails ·of s y~iJptoms. ·• attrib to severe la 
bor & diaharhea, chillde by rain & rv water 

Loup Fook -: Prairie Ck June 3 pdog ts 100 to 500 acres 
See a tr of Es ss in neighborhood of Ft. Carney · Dry C Elm C, 
latter with elms for many miles a beau & rare sight in this op 
ct 5th Sev lg trsssP: rd runs n P· 10 m', then leaves it 

Bluff ck Rattlesnake ck opp cedar bluffs Sand ck . 
Hay 12 lone tree,>: a lg red cedar •• 1.0 IJ to AH •• 3 m above t 
his a beau island in mdl o rv ~ cedars. 1 Altogether the pret 
st spot on the j thus far •• Quick sand creek Shoal ck . .. 
across tJ:le rv see 2 trs w lg droves ca tl. • go bathg in P, ¢ _ 
wade across, 1 n avg knee deep 1 m across 

J - , 
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Thik we see CR, Weather hazy June 17 road runs ne~r river to 
SBs June 20 to F deposit 3 letrs in office then write another 
One oth co sick & ccluds to stop at the F wgs g 5 ms & camp. 8 
on ft to overtake them 2 rnls upriver an! camp of ~ev ~undreds 
gr medicine dance to last 4 days June ~.-:8 at b-c·i dge 0 1. the Pl 
June 29 to Upper Ferry of Pl ~ 

7 /1 B hunt 7 / ?) Greasewood Ck IR DG 7 / 9 P 7 .19 
At c -,n ' th s Fork of Bear Rv sev tra g lodges, toll bridge -
buyu~lk pants, maces deer sldns 21 ·write notice to Es reques 
tg co for the southern rt, soon get add of 5 wgs~~?d 10 men 
22 Soda Springs --- the s road is the H- cutoo~r . - . . ~ 

, ;1 iXHElX broken pointed steeple like rocks an~ JC 'c' wL 
road 8/3 meet co of returng Ca_ls from the Northern Mines Chr 
isty. Report open host i lities 1;et the Ore Is_and G?vt; p:-ss_gr 
ave of colorad man kd by Is 7 /11/51 --- Mrs~ Hil~s ~ gives w0-rning 
Indian attack averted by sho~s (at Thousru10. Sprinb Val~eu) .;_ • , 
Along H- fight w Is ,.rounded 7n arm -- other battles, uF to - he 
Bones/ shattered, pick out pieces. 

8/22 find the Oregon 1 Road 

v,J-~ 
HM:30873 williarn TELL PARKER (a.C C! fm J ean 

tf}Jotes by the lfay ir- d of an ov j frn 01).io via SCO and the HR to 
CA; life in the mines on the Feather River; return by· the ship 
Golden States from SF to Panama and the El Dorado and Errmire 
City to NY --~ . 

leather bound w fcbli-qver cover c 4 x 8 c 250 pp 
4/25/1951 sending ms bk ch grfthr wrote 100 yrs ago •• Typescri 
also J buckskin-bound book with flap and thong ties ch he made h 
imself nd ch still smells of pine and the cvwg •• intsg story 
in a smooth style advs crssg pls from Medina Co, Ohio to Calif. 
Grfthr a physician •• shdb published 215 pages pf _typing 

· ·Ma.rch 25, 1850 -Left Medina •• m. 5 months. wife lg to 
sacrifice her ovm f eelgs for the prospect of r mutual good. • I 
v the g ·wishes and prayers of a lg ci cle of frs. • At Cincy 
learn that Calif Co. from Lafeyette, Ind robd last Sat here of 
$1500. Sm v retd •••• Chief Justice Marshall for SL •• bt cro 
wded. _wi t_h _ Cali,f advrsr s/ 2~ 2/3 __ of pasgrs 

/ve literate, very -detailed a r SL 29th 
4/1 ccldd to g w 1-ir. Booth fr om here by land. Pc-.y him f ,1;30 

and attend as physician 3 men :Ln co.. • to ,SJ 350 by land, 600 
by water, and low water •• Xoress cos advertise to take Dasgrs 
for $150~ ••• 4/2 lv SL.-. drunk E. takes brandy to keep ou 
the 1-;rest, overcome by it, so that the muddy road had risen up & 
struck hi..'11 in the face 

4/7 St. Charles •• details of overl@d Mo 4/17 T 
Feed high; Mo R hi, swift and turbid, full of snags. Med name 
n inform that their agent, E. L. arner has gambled a-'i-ray a lg 
part oth money entrusted to his care and made his escape w th 
bal_. • .lgst biz appears to be done in retailg spirits and keep 
gambling hss •• 3 hurches but the town a remark one for vice & 
degradation ••• 4/21 corn~i sellg $1. bushel 4 ferry blat-bo 
at :~ in oper.qt on all the time, also one 5 mi above tmm. There 
was a horse-boat started but it soon sunk, so now it all done 

, 
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by hand •• 100 Pots enc. • filthy and :::nis q wretches. • E 
crossg at this pt less than last yr at this time. They r more 
scatrd -- I, ·west on, Westport, Sav:: SJ, CB a nd nu other plccs 

4/24 Eion cmg in rapidly •• to Duncan8s Ferry, wait •• 
we may be ar;ead ~f ·the gr mass •• Stbt 'Melodeon pass on her way 
to Cbs , makmg 3~ mph 

4/28 crsd on .24th. • to Mos c.1uiot Cr last ni te. • had axl 
repaired at Mission. • Onl7 Iowas, Sacks & Foxes ~.,,,-ithdraw 

4/29 lv Mission. • elec Jacob Ar;jji tage of Columbus Capt 
The Nernahaw •• wind blows so as to throw my pen off the l etrs 
this 1 apologize for my bad handwriting (tight but legible scri 

on blue gray paper) .. .. 
5/1 faces black, mouths ·and noses dry & feverish. •Ihen w 

wish to s :i ealru: it is nee to scream 
5/2. - . In Pct, Capt A robbed here last yr •• 
5/3 turnar01.mds • • take mail for 25. c · 
5/4 cold and blue on the ~±gxBlue •• antelope chase fruit 

less they seem torun w/o effort -. 
5/8 cd 2 m belo FK •• no enclosure, nor blockhouse for 

defence. 3 lg frame hss f barrx nd other of prairie sods .• v 
11 the necessartes .: such as cows., gardens, dogs, women and chil 

Co soldiers v gone to make a cutoff fr om -:SB to this place. • 
Many men af fected wi t h scurvy . • report road from Old FK better 

5/9 The PH avg ½ m in w here there are no islands, but 
it is diff' ic to find such a pl ace .• P-s dm-mriver war w Otoes. 

About 100 ID 1 br us to th f ord oth SF 
5/11 met 6 trs oxen w furs & skins, belongg to Roubadoux 

of St. Jo. V spejt the winter in the mts. Most oth men app tb 
Fr and presented an outlandish app . Some nad no shirts, and 
their hair was long and tangled . Behind the tr rode Roubadoux 
(brother of the one in St. qlo) in a · uggy. They take I suppl 
es up in the fall • • • In pm another fur co 12 wgs ox. • AF • • 
The men r nearly all Fr •• Grass burned, Fur Co told us that -/. 
most of it had bn burned by Denison, Capt oth co from "(,!ooser , 0 
We heard o his rasaqcality at FK (cheat on stbt) The man no 
carries the mrl xrmail- from FL said his men were preparg ±~ ij 
rope to hang him •• there is a Co uf U.S.Riflemen ·in purs.uit o 

hi .• He cros the SF at the upper crossg andburnt grass all thw 
5/12 quinine pills for neuralgia 
5/15 Rd makes co o jn a bend oth rv and crosses sand.hills 

About 8 m -f m where rd crosses t his hi sandy pt, we came t o the 
le oth SF_. This we v crossed this forenoon •• 1/3 m wide, and 
no place as deep as the axletrees •• There was a fight just now 
between man and woman from Columbus. The wmn pulled csid hair 
o t of the man's head •• This crossing 5 or 6 m from forks. The 
upper crossings r from80 to 100 miles. · 

5/16 Aft tvg ar the pt oth bluff we proceede up the bottom 
o NP •• then road rises over bluff •• not prepared for t hi s co 
I was on the rd w 2 hrss 12 hours w/o any dinner or drink. I 
thot this was seeg the ele~hant ••• I .m 29 

5/17 Passed Cedar Bluffs •• Sx beggars w paper from - ajor 
Sanderson FL 5/19 c 15 m above AR on the bottom •• m I beggar 
includg Cheys - dscrip of lodges an cl. I work Fr squ&wmen 
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JOHN P:; WELSH LEATHER covrd diary 2} by ~½zz 5 
Savannah Bottoms 4/21/53_ Savannah Missouri 4/20/53 
more legible than the 51, not faded. good scri 1Jt - froLi SJ 
4 men w 16 steers and cows, 2 wgs, 2 sa :dle horses, 2 colts and 
3 short horn calves. All we can afford •• Wanted to goto 
8xx Iowa P i,nt but hear too crowded 

Several blank pc.ges lOth s /May?/ to Platte bottom 11th 
drive up to the Fort •. • drive on while 3 or 4 stop awhile aft e 
F to trade alittle mail &c •• r c; a.n,re;in •• _t q middle ford, wat 

5½ feet deep in places, bottom pretty good . c~ This ford is abou 
70 m above FK · .. /quited detailed re topography -- hills, timber 
/He crossed to the north side 1 l 1 J q. • makes comparison with 185 
ll • Finds Navy revolver useful in B hunt 

re Lone Tree some ruthless barbarian has villainously 
destroyed it. Pas.sed by unharnred for years by thousands, It 

was doomed in 1852 to be vis ted by so vile a wretch that 4 
yrs cstant eion ha:d -:pot the power to deter him from the ca.rcile 
gious act. Wo ulq tha,.t he might have been z:s:JDIIitxin the fire, th 
-1-1,.,~-1- -0-~ 11""~,:i -1-1,..~t -u·,.\.. .;..,,st'"'-n"+'"',.:i +'"e,,e/-:.""'C"+ori I V.LJ.Cl\J \,; J.J.IIIJ"-'UlJt:.U VJ.J.O. JJJ '-"t"J.J. ..L.L..1 ~l-'\..oVO'..t. V.LC - /.4Vc'..4"'""u'-'\..A-/ 

To AH 5/25 Cobblestone bluffs. • • HoF we got along 
so fast in 1852 II/ I c~ t tell The miles seem much longer now 

· tho we x certainly v f ~ er steers. CR in sight from Cobble-
stone Bluff ,i Dull mon;iin·g/ his favorite phrase. 

Elaborate de t a i l ' e route i.e. 26 Just opp CHR road 
veg, • rest where road t uches a alough abive the CH about 3 m 
At 4 pm turn fror;, the mai n road ana. drive for CR, make the rv 
a mile or 2 below the rock Today took a s:ma.11 piece of bone 
out of my arm 0- broken on 'the road 2 yrs ago. 

/Above SBs met a few I and sm traders movg d the rv, the 
1st seen this side oth P 3-0 ca.mp opp F. • I camps. • a few v 
beau chi l drn with them nearl whi'te and ve pretty & intel chil-
dren -or French traders 31 . men gon·e tothe Fort loose 2 hrs 
in waiting for them and start the train. Then /I/ g over to th 
F~ Get no news of any acct. bout 400 wgs and 7,000 head of 
stock v passed up on the S side On this sirle about 100 -wgs r 
bf us •• Cattle w. Bloody 1ur in , give him some gunpowder Em 
lard _Q~_e _ U}) w a, __ c_o _that q d a boy w his thigh broken no 
phys ician so make a few splintEr s et it -as · ,iell as -we· cai1 

Ju..ne - better grass a.nd a ter and roads than ever 
known bf on the plains •• passed by .g w/ broken-legged boy, dg 
1, somewha.t swollen 

At crbssg oth rv -find a tp and a rickety bridge to~l 
$3. and a haul yourwgs by hand as th bridge 1 n bear cattle 10 
IR •• tp_. at DG ve neatly built •• Th cos r gen small tbis yr 
from 1 to 10 wgs. • new road ap:!)roachg SP 

has thermometer and baromete • • To Little f3andy by 
Middle Road? via two ti,~in mounds we m e the first track on t 
road this year •• The SL r<iad a.mi SCO c · s 1's about 5 mi apart 
Kennyfs cit-off? Ferriage of GR ~-6 . pw · and $1 for animals t ,3 
9 paid by r co 

At Soda Springs, Capt Grantits trp •• July 1 start on th 
S route -w 10 men 5 wgs • • Rabbit Holes. • G :,ose 1::,.ke ? ~0-ame rt? 
to Rogue River valley /end/ 200 pp. 

~ 
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5/20 Mormon Trace 5/21 CH or Church, looks like the 
CR res the 

so slender a 
SL C~ and.somewhat like the old Bazaa r at Cincy 
tall ·chimneys at the Chemical Works in Cincy •• 
pedestal • • net m than 1/10 oth Eion on ns 

5/22 From CR I presume as much land may be seen ,t from thi 
pinpoint as would make the stateof Rhode Island (ascended to 
the n othc of the 2nd c one ) 

5/ 23 ravine wh ere spri n gs are (SBs). t is one of the most 
entic n g re t reats. on a hot da , in the 1-:rorlli •• At this place H 
Robidoux has a tp csistg of ha l f a doz log hss, where the men 
.live r their I ives . Th ey pretend to v a store, but i•re cd get 
no provision ,:tbm%:e . of them • • The Fr's squaw·s are gen dressed,: 
like white women and looked rather more resped than the wild Is 

A good many .footmen on the road. • some 1 suffer 

5/26 cd 10 m above FL FL fortifica csists of a row of 
bldgs formg a square perhaps 200 feet long by 150 ·wide • This 
fort built 1 ,316, thirty four yrs ago. • now a rnil post under 
cmand of Major S of Columbus, Onio. • • handsorae s~ neat app • • 
scurvy, some liping a tound with stiff legs. • • Mr. Booth brat 
a packg from Columbus for the Major, and this brat us into noti 
on the Post .• • A model gentleman •• has stock of provs, ch 1 
no doubt be the means of saving many lives •• Tuts us have 100 
lbs of hard bread and pair of buggy horses, presented by Whirl.
wind. $200 payable in Cqlumbus in 6 months • • to dinner, 
loin of antelope • • blacksmithing gratis 

Mr. Armstrong left us, arrgs with Mr. Bufogle of Colurnhua 
tileb~laa:ihlea.tba:p,teBd, as the whole ct is thrown up in rounded 

Maj or S. qefends :Mr. Denison 7 says Pawnees burnt grass. 
Dscrip of Lower Platte ·c anyon 
6/2 to cross at Upper Ferry fi4. pw and 25c hrss. • M: tra 

in w a dputa of dozen preachers, enroute Europe to evangelize th 
benighted land. We purchsd gui ~ of them Rock Avenue 

6/3 IR over 1,000 na.mes ·r e had no m~.terials to paint & 
the granit rock too hard for a ch elled inscrip. 

6/9 gR7 put SP-: between us an _ our homes. • For rnt sicknes 
prescribe AB Physic and doses of Po ophyllin· 6/10 our guideb 
ooks are woefully deficient. 

6/10 fork. SL Road to left of t hi , called the Oregon Roa 
We intend to go the Middle Route, via Su lettes co etc . . ? 

6/lfJ· To GR. • Fare say s 35, but Bo1-a ski says 53 ? ~~ mi 
f the Sandy is a conical mound 60feethi res a huge haystack •• 
lif6 regular ferry. One man crossg wgs in a boat wg box at ~~20 e 
Old ferry boat is operating 5 mi below., $10 pwg. 1-!e pay rathe 
r than risk raft. 

6/14 d i vidg ridge b e t Gr and Bear rvs. -- no no Ham¢s for 
6/ l a:: repaps e of f ev er , n o notes • .Smiths fork Thorne s fo 

Bear River v gr a ss fir st r a te 
6/19 Soda pr ing • • a ,Tonder ful place. 1 v FH Road. • 
6/ 23 now nea r J·c o f t his (Myers co with that road that 

. 1°0 i -f' l -" R goes around by Fort Hall. • 4 days from SS , ,:_, m , _._ or~cs O.L · a 
ft River. • up waters of Raft River •• pass pl'<i!e wr_iere the SL r 
comes in, about 30 m fr o1,, the jc of Myers Cutoff 1-nth FR road• 
SL road comes in the Steeple rocks 
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6/~6 Goo_.se_ c~~e_k - E._bt_ Sp_~ing ,V-alle _(q:r __ 'J'hqµsan a. s v) -
Cold Spring V 6/28 Townshend~s s ngs Kanyon sprgin;syf 
- --- - -Avct· ·-lightning fever-;-- we · v ro 1 -out our--scythes ·so -unabl 
to cu_t _t_a_ll _gl"a,ss · • •- _Plight other wespE3S_~_ • _g-e$P~l'ati9n 

H- descrip at its orgin will apply 'to its whole course. 
-- It is-· divi-ded into -numero ~bayous',- or -sloughs or-·-s--1-ews.- --The 

bottoms a:re mostly a lka ,' e deserts · · 
7 /18 to •sink •• di.,._ o se of medicine chest. • Lord I s company 

Stock---g-iv:e outi . mucl generos i t a.nd-heroism--re--thi-rst' -rel-1ef 
Deadli he:at . _ ._ The ar son R:iyer _ w_ith cott9nwo,s . _tlle _most __ b_e_q,u 
sight that- have ye:c met my eyes. • We •V lo st 7 of . 8 horses. 

-·-- Whirlwind pony tr.re only, -survivor-. --.-· Clev-eJ:ana:-: co--a-1s-o-packing 
7/l9. al::ms~ of negr9 __ by ni~st~r p • ., Our road noF- lies 

up the Carson R to the- su.mmi t fht eh SN •• 2 men dead of thirs 
bury same . • the desert traders- with provs fron;i Calif 

u p Pa ss Creek canon 
7/30 Weaverville, the first of the settlements •. 
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HM• 27628 Vincent A. Hoover. /Diary of a j. • by way of the OT 
to SLC & southward thru Utah and Nevada to LA •• 5 vols, leathe 
bound notebooks 3 x 6. First 3 are original field books; vols 
4 and 5 are re-writes by Hoover of vols 1 to 3. March z::to 
Mobile to LN. (re-write in ink of orig nal in pencil) 

3/2/49 Mobile to N0-1 on stea.rner Oregonj to $ti/'/, New _ll_lbany, 
to SL 31st •• By stbt up Mo., passing Meteor, Kentucky, Highland 
Mary (lv SL 4/1, , SJb 4/7 •• roster incl Dr. Hoover, wife & tw 
sons, Vincent & John, 3 dgtrs and other fa.~ilies ••. split up ov 
argu..~ent re crossing place •• To Old Fort Kearney the Hooversm, 
Andersons & Kellers 

5/8 Pass Savannah •• frw-q stuck in the mud •. cp 6 m from 
Honeysuckle Ferry, • Nitchinabotany R. 18 crossed Mo at FK •. 
the Fort is evacuated vg bn removed to Ft. Childs 200 in.. • jj 
others, elec Mr. Ballinger as r capt and regulated the watches. 
Is v moved across the P the soldiers vg s~i1all pox & cholera so 
we apprehend no danger 22 crossed Elk & Salt Creeks •. meet 
11 Californians from SL where they wintered 

/big legible script, impeccable spelling/ gives distances 
PR is beau almost beyond conception •• deserted P vg earth lodg 
then pass another villg ch the Sx had distroyed by fire. 

6/1 roads heavy & muddy 6/2 intersect w road fm SJ .• 
t~ntoEEKrefnrmg h6~e poor excuse for a fort, cposed of log huts 
H~ny Es returning horn, discouraged. convert abandoned wgs int 
firewood •• sev grave identif ications, rude boards 

6/5 Enc close to sm Fr trappers from RMs. They came thru 
in 42 days. Loaded w furs. Es in sight all the time 

Trs other side o rv frn CBs. Firgin gin that direc indic 
a skirmish w Is •• musqetoes cs gr suffering humans & cattle •• 
pass 10 graves 6/8, 4 fm 1 tr. Another wg none but a negro boy 
remained. • unday 10th rest, all a re merry 

6/12 crossed SF, l ½ mF •• 1 wg stuck, 30 yoke oxen to pull 
6/15 cat an ash grove, brother J low •• death of Capt Ballingr 
6/16 the road f rom cedar grove to .P.J-I is hard pulling. • Person s 
gg to Calif shd by all means cross the rv at the lower ford as 
plenty of -o.od water & grass •• while the upper road is a stret 
of 22 m w/o same, and the descent into ah is extremely steep 

6/8 John Hoover d . , age 12 yrs, w of AH •• eulogy. our gri 
ef is gr 6/20 today in sight of CH and CR •• come up w train, 
girl of 7 dies, within 4 hrs of forst symptom •• CH resembles 
CH at SL, w/ dome and wings 6/22 er •• If you ascend the hill 
you v a view of Scottsbluff the most beau scene on the whole rt 
resemblances to ruined city •• they extend near 40 miles, form 
ing a half circle ... another Hirm Scott version 

6/23 a trapper living here vg a squaw for a wife, has a. sm 
store & bs shop. Stopd for brkf st :~c filled r casks w water. • 
4 graves 6/26 met 2 of the Cherokee co vg bot sm light wagns 
at the fort •• crossed the middle fork of the P •• cpd n Fort 
Bernard, in ruins •• ferryboat over? fork (south?) FL~,of 
adobes, white-washed it is amll there r not many troops here 

into Black Hills. • K...noxville train at i:-rarm Springs. • 2.ss 
ist in burial of Mr. Martin. Partner Bro1-m inherits mules and 

gold ·watch. • road lined w dead mules and cattle. • 774 2 fer 
ries about 4 miles apart •• the second we purchased f r *-~12. 

✓ 

/ 
V , 
V 
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and camped •• cposed of 3 canoes pinned together •• take wgs 
apart •• celeb by firing guns •• Pioneeers v crossed today, The 
left SL w some 40 wgs, ca.rryg Es thru-for $200 apiece, but now 
ctain only 10 wgs as they lost their mules by too fast driving 

7 /6 slow crossing. • catl refuse to s im, drift dO'wnstream 
7/8 still attenpting to cross cattle. stoned , clubbed and beat. 
rideen etc •• 7/9 finally succeed via island upstrea.~ •• here 
5 days, swimg ev day •• grass eaten for miles around •• sell 
the ferry to others, falls apart•on them •• murdered man found 
b Galena & Dubuque Co. 7/13 Rock Avenue •• Prospect Hill 

rd lined w dead oxen fr om alkali. • 7 /14 a ~ o:man vas rm1 
over by a wg & the nex t day was delivrd of a child lvg cmpd on 

the ba...71.k.s· of the Sw 7/18 IR 7/26 through the pass in the 
RMs • • v r et to g to SL as Te v some doubts ·e c.an cross the 
Sierra ru t s t b is yr 7/31 GR ferry 

8/4... .Ft. Bri dger small nd cposed of logs. • sm 10 or 12 
whites here, lvg w squ a1-: s. Mr. B is a man of strong frame •• H 
e ha s a small tore reach SL B/12 descrlhption of city and v 
Kellers v taken the northern rt, 850 to SF dist SJ to 811184m 
by my measurement •• reports of suffering on Sublettes co •• th 
Ms v sent relief trains 

9/26 on Pr.ova R:i:ver. • many Es assembled Ther are 2 gds 
one a Mr. Hu..r1t a mo on " hoes 1Jrice Pw is GlO the other a span 
iard by the name of An.t unic h o charges nothing exc e_pt to take 
him & his gg thru •• m 25 wg s hv det tog w the Sp while ove 
100 1 g with the mormon. • 1-!e v f or:med and ce.lled r tr the 
Independent Pionee~ r,ompany •• leave 9/27, taking ~he Southern 
rt to LA, _nd h a. s nv bn trvd by wg s bf 

12/20 to J acksons Ranche (or Cucamungo) •• After abou 
9 months travel. living c ,:instantl out of doors and faring hard 
we v at last reached y civs. z . • 1/250 J\Iission San Gabriel. 

Averett, George Washington Gill HM 31162 Geneaology & memoirs 
of M life in Mo (1637) and Illinois (1839-1849); ov j to Calif 
in 1849 via FH and Truckee Rv, mining near Georgetown ) r eturnin 
in 1 850 -via N-ic; . j f IJ.-1 to SLC i.n 1 85.9 • . Mr s .. C~ Syphu s 1966 
(Mormon File) pp. 155-165 (in Oil(fragment of book, ledger siz 

low and beholde in the winter of 1848 the news came to han 
d tha golde had. been disc in gr ,:1.huno.Rnce in Ca nd My Selfe and 
my brotherinlaw E G Harper, V. Smith and Wm Thompson ccluded? 
&:soon made arrgs to starte in the pring of 1849 for the great 
Eldorado the goldmines of Ca and on the 4 day of Aprile we left 
fohomheigotlie namoDbeoditTI Wagtnirmtluog,t~ime ·ct, Ill and strdt 

side trip to visit unkle nd aunt at Plattsburg Mo- .• At 
SJ ot~ers sep & I get into a mess •• cross & org into co of 30 
wgs,John Danemone? bg elected Capt of r train •• avg tv 20 mpd 

piles of baken and flower wg chanes yea.ks •• sm trains of 
wgs amntg to 100 gs eijch tr vg a guide or pilot r co vg f or 
t hear gide what ,, as caled the l gui e gound t obe t he mos te 
·reliabel of any we cou..hde frnde vg sev othe r s in r co Fremont s 
and Bryan ts neither of them bg so,,T reliabihihl. 
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On hdwts of litel blew the riter of this Slretch had a lite 
atackt of the celery but bg 1 cared for and medison adm nistrd 
in dewt me I soon recovered. • olde Forte Carney perary ct 

to North si e for buffilow •• not asleep after all .• frs 
in deep water, lose money and almost their lives 

Forded SP river near OFallons Bluffs. • k 1-rhi te woolfe 
Old Forte Jcihn and adobey wall somth:Lng like one or two mls 

from the olde structure stood Forte Lar · e in a good st of rep 
air and well manned and supplied w munitions · 

p · en springs and Ice springs •• IR some signa tures old 
acquaintances •• I shoulde v mentioned that some of us on the 
South side of the Plat r visi l~ed Cartehaul and Chimneye Rocks 
points of mutch ints to traveler ._ find ng hundreds of names 
ingraven on them 

on 3d day of July we atained the summie of the Roel~ mts. 
Pasiffick Springs •• 4th there, firearms all nite all seaming 
to be jubilante in that Sturile Spote in the Ameri Desrett .• a 
t GR but one boate there bg another one in process of erectioni 
Colery deaths at GR 

neighborhood of Bear Lake near an old mteers place by 
the name of Smith who had lost one of his legs. • Soa te Springs 
Foarte Hall •• Thousand Spring valley • • on H R vain search for 
white woman ~e prisoner • • To Truclcy River •• Truclcy Lake • 
haltide to look ate the seans of disaster tha.t befell seome Es 
sm sev yrs befour. • XEGil:J!il:mxm:NRm12::rdlXl!IHx~:exzx :hr:exx ; lE yoke of 
oxen to pull one wagon 

9/7 reach summit htl.11- that lede us dm-T to Bea-C' river •• 
lower w ropes 5 months and 3 daze on the roade being Quite 
elatide we drove drn-m the streem and camoide and comensed to 
prepare for mining. • in a few days for Sacrimento city by -r.-ray 
of Johnsons fourte •• 

/writing and spelling both atrocious/ 

Doctor Joseph Pownall,f,s overland diary, bg an 1849 narrative •. 
ed ty Albert Dresses. Typescript co:oy and original ms .. 
/portion in Pac Hist Rev for 2/49 "From La to Mariposalr' by 
Robert Glass Cleland •. 

PW 553 

JA 1051 Asa Haines. Diary of J'ayhawkers, route from Knixville 
Ill to Rancho San francisquito, Calif & return by way of Panama 
x FACSilITLAE 1 vol c. 3 x 6 (original in Box 9?) 
partly in pencil . 

j11i~ps from Iowa to the desart •• very breif telegraphic 
notes on dates, distances and landmarks incoherent? 



5\ HILlL 
~ r~r- +~· 

? 

FAC 1tTT# 223 / Brooks, nGrand Trip Across the Plainsn 1859 
My 19 crossed the Mo. / c ·6 x 7/ mileage chart 

Omaha quite a city. took a sk oth ca-pi toL -
. . My 21 thru Rlkhorn a small dwarfish 1kg placefl!'.i, crossed: 

the Elkhorn •• 22 had the luck to lose my sketch book w sev pi 
in X &': other tri..-rikets •• passed P villg pop 3500, s tuated · just 
below Fremont onopp s te oth rv.~ • I keeps my knife I pounce on 
him & retrieve, then hot-foot it from 15 24th thru Columbus a-. 
dece t 1 town 27 thru city of Genoa a mormon settlement 30th 

formed rss into co 9 wgs 21 men 5 wmn 4 children 50 catl 
code of laws or constituticn Geo Burr elec .capt · 

/daily journal, good clear script/ 2 or 3 entries to page 
J"une 3 w 2 others crossed rv·, cold and windy., I nv sufrd rn in 
my life • Nate came near drm,ming the ss P a hard looking 
hole alkali and no feed Uncle Sam,fts boys look quite spruce in 
their uniforms w the r pop guns a few cannon on wagons standg 
in the plaza was all I saw of note •• coming back hlad to throw 
away my coat to keep from drownig lost my purse every cent I 
had in it saw a dead squaw rolled up on a F robe layg on 
the bank o Platte 

fellow crossg the plains barefooted, driv.g, loose cows 
G/6 B creek had to feel of, s.ev heads as I am called our 

phrenologist, some Inv saw bf as it was after dar1c so I had to 
go all by feeling they -said I done it .up right & allI saw was 
true 6/ 8 swim in P. n Bearski n ck P- springs at 294 
miles / //// has cumul ative mileages . 

6/10 317 9 m to Black l..fud ck 14 m to No ,·th Bluff Fp-J?k -
p 6 rods w de 12 inches deep clear as crystal 322 Elk creek, 
Shepherds Creek __ Wolf springs 352 Rattlesnake River --
fight ng rousqu toes. smudge. . Patters.on' s wg upset in acrossng 
a muddy ck in went the women into the muddy water headifrst one 
of them fainted had a tall time getting out 

6/15 passed AH (386) crossed Castle rv •• 406 I burying 
gr skulls in a circle, facing in cpd at food o ABR disc 3 ne 
w flowers 440 6/18 ¢ oposite the Cr at noon .took a sketch 
of it a curious piece of natureres work 19th sk of the bluffs 
op as resembalce of ruins a chin-ese- wall & railway car · P full 
of islands. cpd on platte op Sbls tr;red to cross over 1-re got 
half way and backed out as the other side ·was a steep rock bank 
and prob we would get drowned 

G/20 took a sk of Sbs Sx a.re the cleanest ti: he.nsomest 
lookg tribe Iv seen yet, almost fell in love w a beau squaw of 
16 summers or at least I admired her sym~etry - · 

6/22 _500 m cpd on P-8 miles below Ft. Larimie 6/23 drove 
past FL & cpd to lay over in a bend oth P p has become very 
crooked into Black Hills more swimming in Hellespont, 
buddy almost drowns from swift current, save w log m sketches 

6/29 f rmed rss into a Lyceum & discussed this question: 
that there ism pleasure in the pursuit than the possession~ • 
next on program: love of money is greater than tuxi~·that for 
women . 6/30 pasd cannon ball ally JI tow tp and fe'I'ry •• 
J"1ily 1 passed the bridge which crosses the P. a few govt bldgs:
soldiers, Is, and a tame antelope 

7/2 bid adieu to old P after 5 m •• Iv fod one rv nearly 
650 m where the P enters mts the scenery is the grandest yet 

7 /3 1:-!illow Sp a gmn just died here of csu.mption:i. -- saw 
Horace Greeley pass in a carriage but was not aware it was him 
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at the t me still I thot . it was . smne big gun. 7/4 IR a 
wedding took place on the rock a grand foundation to get 
united on took ask of IR and turned a summersalt on the 
highest place ¢f/¢i in honor of old Uncle Sam •• DG struck 
w/ astonishment; in eve went through the gate to a dance at 
the tp. girls mighty scarce. 

7/5 I took a picture/?/ f rorn lower mouth of the can.on· 
took a sketch from the upper end from top men lo:·)k like walk 
ing buffalo chip f or I cd only see the hat 

7/'7 on Sw cros sg wait f or a M train 6 or 7 yoke on ea 
wg freight 9500 lbs . ·use whips freely, draw hlood. 

7/lL crosd Sw f last time a po here s o I mailed m. letr 
pased the SUi."TIIllit oth rocke, s which appeared like a prairie i n 
Rise 7/14 tp on Big Sandy 7/15 ab midnite taken 
w the colerarnorous to GR t ake sketch took a g bath which 
cured me 7 /17 Ham sf ork Here lies the ruins of a mor::::ion -
massacre cattle by the hundreds dead catl r all whole some 
vbn stood up in an erect position. by the boys 

7/18 cpd sm tow of Millersville. Corral made of wagons 
over 900 wgs all l g ones us e by Russel & Co to carry Govt 
freight •• field made 0 1. fence b stdg wgs full of cattle I 
took while here 2 miniatures ¢1 &,a picture of Millersville for 
~~5. wit h wh ich I bought me a pair of shoes havg been barefooted 
600 miles or so • • 

7/19 took d nner 1 me FF~ . rave about scenery w.of FB. 
7 /21 Bear rv 7 /22 Echo Creek and Canyon, f ortifica.tion built 
on both sides lg deep trenches built across •ebber R cross, 
up canon leading to summit ot mt •• see immense v of SL 

7/21 ar SLC. sk of Brigham's mansion of doby brick •• 
temple not yet built but cmncd he has lots of clerks all 
a r med to the teeth old BY had hi s Sharp s ri f l e and t eles cope 
& ~ was about to gohunting I took a pencil sk of him took a 
ba th in the river Jordon Fhere BY ,, ashes the si ns e f om his pl e 
the Pas!l/29 R co has split all to smash l ? oth boy s gg t og in 
the Passenger Train s old their catle anr ragon s 

at hot springs bathhousemade acq ,.r of an arti s t /Jno R. 
Key with Landers Ex/ · & bg a 1 in that line m •sel_f, e-xchanged 
sketches. • thru Centerville • • 8/1 crosd Bear R· 1 ent t h ru t he 'l · 
thrivg c ty of Ogden 8/3 to Box El er or Br igh am City . • t al k t'.! 
of enlargeing r co as a gr I masacre took place 60 miles ahead ~ 
Shepperds train robbed & killed they v brought their spoil .. dow l 
to sell to the morrnons 

,: 

cross l1 al ade Hensells spring - deep creek - stony creek ~ 
De Casu:i,a/?/ creek - 5 m t o jc of Su let 1 s co /?/ 2.l)d SL road '_. ·~ 
sketches of the Cit rock •• 8/10 «±~ summit Goose Creek mts. G 
Statue rocks - Thous Spr i ng Talle - HR. • Shoshonee I took a 
pi of one & had a good swim · /end of diary?/ 5lLpages total 

REASO 1 FOTI THE TRIP SW' S SCH OLt TEACHER in iscons in, 
got lung tr fr f allg in well, give nabor ~50 in gold, Mr. Burr 
was born 4/ · / 40 my health i s better now t han any t ime s~nc e the 
Civil 1ar HF Brooks, Kenilworth, Ill. • • / all in diar y/ 

Dear Mr. E. E. Ayer. I am sendg this memora~dum book t 
day you will observe I left the Platte July 2 and I have not se 
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en it since •• My dgtr Mrs. Geo t!. Maher had th.,s book and 
she wants it returned to her, you c v a t ;pwri ter make a. copy 
when Iwas 16 I was very spry and cd turn a ss as g as an circ s 
man and was the champion runner and wrestlCF. at the Academy thi 
acctd for my enc ount e w the Is. 

letter dated July 2, 1 .923 51- pp 

George W. B. Evans FAC 69 see mexican gold trail; the j 
of a 49er. ed by Glenn S. Dumke, pref hy R G Cleland. 
pub by HL, 1945 

FAC 612 
Le st~c Rglin. 1 A47 d ar of Applegate Tra il to 

Oregon ~machine c opy of t pescript 
u b k844 to Henry Ct, I a, ag e 21. Yr l ater SL, met Fremont 

/ 
& Alert, dng t og on explorg xped. Afte r ma1yy narrow escape s h 
r et to SL •• 47 again to SL, this t ime as p ·iot f or co . to FH . 
There t h ey- chose to take the new cott - App1egat e 'I'r i L to Orego 
Ind an attacks •• Ann Davis 9/ 29 shot y J arro rs • • in O.:re on 

i s rt to Corvallis; later that yr to L n e" Ct • . d 189? 
DAY BOOK OR J OURNAL 01" reorod ; Lane Ct -P - H q 

fm the orig Day Book o - eift .-1t.ilbur · · • Hulin , Eugene . 
inche s .,marpleized paper carer. l eather' hin'ge . Begins w 
i n Mo., 1 843, then J, then iz ace ts . n d notes in OT 

1959 
6 X 8 
a cct s 

4/23 lv frs in Io ra •• -9 da,-s t o J •• May 20 across .IR 
' •no nonsens e/ ome mi l eas:res 

/sh ort pas ..,ages -r th date&~ ~ ileag es / Burr Oak °creek 
6/4 to Rep1,1blican creek •• 3 m came, t o I t ail or jc t hi s now 
is tne b g road to Oregon ,,r~th 1 s run 6/ 6 Cannon Ball ck -
Otto Ch (from Otto Is) Dr y Sand~, Bigs, Little Blue 

6/14 grv J H Fisher d 6/ 6 mi serabl e Ps h d dug h i m u~ 
o~ r a t her dug dow t o him e covered him a ga n on PR 13t h 
6/17 lay by to a t t end t o c~ e of Mr . Balch , infant s on others 
j oin tra in n m-r 47 wggs and ? 5 men ct i nue ~(1j-asting up the P 

6 /19 l ast n i te a chil d 01' Mr . Kimba-lis met the _kin g of 
terror and -re had to remain i n camp and bury her 

/pie CR Upon Col b ia ( n a tal d ay 1-re passed this to1- e r 
ing n atural o ject , Vier of CR taken bv Hulin a t distance of 4. 
Al s o vie -T of Castl Rock, t aken by Joh.'l'! Ross ~nd xtract b:-:· Huli 

6/ 26 crossed P 6/ 28 descended into sand. bed of Ash 
Cr ek .. • pl eanty a. sh and Ceda made coa ·,_ 

7 / 2 2 noted ,. orks of 1-aature Castle Rock a d CR 
/pix 11 Sc 0tt1s Bluf-fs 11 is Dome Rock// l ooks kqlike Cast 

7/5 pa ed up behind SBs f ollo up, a broad v 
7/9 oved on a cross L re , ies Fork, t king the right 

hand roam: • • 7 /10 troubl ed b Sx v i siibors 7 / 20 camped 2 m 
above M ferry, cross ford above Red utt spring Chi nese wall 
the soap mine 1 ill ow pr i ng ,.. 7 / 25 I R 7 j'~,1 SPa se no 
probl ems at GR or before •• to Fort Bridger _S/ 6 8/12 ~amp of 
Peg leg Smith 5 m to Bear River - Soca SpF Lng - Po tneuth C 
to 1..: nake R to Fort Hall - aft River Goose Ck - Mar ys Rv 
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9/14 cpd i·r th some of Mormon Battalion from Ca 
917 to f orks of road 9/ 29 sadly v sited by savages 

3 arrows into yg l ady baking by the fire •• 10/2 miss D 
cdn ride , had t b carr ied on a stage · 10/7 to Sacramento Rli, 
8 crossed SR to Clammett Lake - to Rogue River 10 21 Umpqua 
mts. horrible roads Umpqua rv •11/1 Yt Walammett v 

12/1/53 Miss Abby Jene Craig m to LH by Rev R Robe 
, 

orig j had nimx little or no punctuation u se s pac ing -
orignal writin g beau, clear and distinct. It varies only durg 
the arduous trip over the s OJ:"eg streams and mts and horrible 
roads ; then irregula.r pnd shows strain. 

FAC 597 a.journal of Cat herine J1.n1anda Stansbury Washburn. 
Iowa to Ore&on in, 1853 re:prod cq by Lane Ct Historical Soc 
Eugene, 1967 cpiled from orig j and an amended copy later 
made b r her •• t hru c ourtes - of' Claude B. Wa shburn, grandson 
of the author and owner of the j s. 3 c }/I 

b . 9/ 27/35. m harl es Vesl ey Wa shburn 11/531 at Mt. Pleasant Ia 
13 children. she d 1894 •• CW crossed plains w Capt I k enberr 1 

party of 70, arrvg Coloma 10. 49 •• return t o iowa s pring 57. 
sol d out and aga i n crossed the plains , w w-ife, ·for Oregon. The.r 
had 4 wgs, l 6 ox and 6 head catle, 8 , men, wo en, L child . Th 
event oth j was birt h of firs t 'child Rut h Ellen n CR 6/ 5 . Thei 
tr crossed the Cascade Mts of Oregon v:t'a the Ba rlow rt aw:. land 
at Fosteri s ... Nov t he loc on a dona;tion land cla.im 640 acres 
n Jc City , Lan e Ct. / met a spellg , bee, the winner 

3/21 left r home in Henry Ct , Iowa 4/25 Ishnebotny creek 
4/28 cpd within half moth ¢1t CB ridge 4/29 to St. :ijarys 
on Highland Mary steem Boat 5/2 Is take poss of bridge over 
Papea and chg $2 .. for crossg 1 • 5/8 after long delay acct ferry 
& I tr cross tne Elkhorn, 9 ro'ds wide :*2. 50 pw. . 

5/9 sq.w I villiage aero s's the Plat. at Loup fork old Ii@..rp 
ee has 2 ferry boats $3. pw 5/17 catl scatrd by storm 
have to ferry Prairie Cree~, ditto Wood river 9 rods wide •• 
pasd a co where a ·child had fell out of the wagon and wa:s run 
over it ran over its j aw·

1 

and shoulder another died with flux 
elm creek buffalo .ck 5/24 ss covered w droves and wgs 

/sijort jerky ·sent ,ences 5/ 29 North Bluff fork 6 rods wide 
man abandoned b bis eo e gave him a quilt he will die here 
i /o a fr near cam'p creek , olf creek 6/3 ABR pass Castle 
and CB rock t he 7th and Cr t he pased Castle bluffs the 10th 
hail storms, hail fee t deep. passed fort larirna the 11th 
crossed the hills .in 4 days came to the toll bridg~ over) P th 
Es rolling over · 6/21 Sweet i;.~ater 6/22 toll bridge 0. •t;., • · IR 
cnosed of soled granate and covers tenn acre~ 6/2;7~1a~se~ a 
tp at noon pass.ed chver the Slmm~i t this eavning S 6 00 

-
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Sublets cutoff f Green river at GR $8. a wagon 
7/8 crossed a toll bridge Smiths fork of Bear - next day 

2 more toll bridges, slough and thoma.s fork •• -er ckets as 
l ;:i.rge as mice. 

7 /12 soda s pring t a Portsmouth river toll bridge ,~ bi ts 
7/1§ left t he FH road and took the l ef t hand road 
7 /17 A7Derican f alls 8/ 12 f ort Boice f erried -rg s $8 . pw 
&/13 12 m to Forttmate Creek t p ne road f rom h ere t o 

Ore ,. e will take the old road Powder Hiver Gr an d round , 
tp 01med by a fr frG~ Io a Blue mts Umatila r, I garden 
and salmon . I ag enc - fi r s t house in 20 hundred :;niles - cross 
J ohn Das r c ol umbi a r De Shutes r The Dalles start in 
t he Caskae s a t Barlo~rs Gate do,-m Laurel IL .. lL 

b 8/13/30 d 8/23/52 

Dia.ry of. • OT 1852 re_prod by 
cal Soc ety 1959, from -a -typed copy oth 

~ vcpr 

4/6 / 52 st to Or 9th came to ~ arsaw, cross ed Mis s ip 
// another terse one., mainl y rates a.n d di tances ad ~ mp sites /,/ 

5/ 4 1-fos guito c l ½ m from Hanesville 5/6 6 m do m the 
ottom and enc a t Jol:1nathan Br<;n•ming ' s on Mos qui to c. • 12th 

10 m downriver and crossed at Platville, fer~i age $8 . 50 •. 
Js of Ottoe tri e, frien l y 15th left _ffi nd started a cr oss 
the nlains 17 cros s Salt River 20 t o P bottom 

20th Ps l aden mea t , a_l Tell armed 21s t t r oops enc amped , 
gg do the P to arrang e a ff ic _be t Is .a nd Es andbr the I s 

to justic e 22 pass old de serted I vg, _got pl ent of g dr 
cedar ood there . Has een eva cua te( sine har d , nter of 13480 
1849 their ponies all die off dur i ng that win t er and t hey took 
and f rmed a s g_uare w· th them·. Th e. 1 is now G3 of t hem an d th 
r bleach ed perf h ite~ • Doz -8hians s eeking--revenge on Ps ~ 

5/26 FK bea sitd about 2 m fr om rv 4 or 5 g__~look f r am e 
hss and sev sods •• Troops decentl dr essed and cat a 0 -man •• 

S/ c:- 7 1 5 mi (17 f ro J FK) c rossed over t o t he n s --P-, •. i dth 
supposed t b ? to 2½ ms T de /ns toss to ns.Llll 

o/1 Abs olom 1\fewlngham d of cholera, half co down with 
diarrhea .• 6/ 2 Jos ephine Bristow dies 6,110 Cobble hills and 
abr 6/lL. c above er on ss. a g r cu.rj_osity 6jl2 ·; ff anothe1· g 
r n e.tural curiosity 6/15c within 2 m FIL thru Black Hil ls 
6/23 pass upper P ferry at noon and started ae r o s hat i s ca l L 
the desert, 30 m to Willow Spr ngs 6/ 25 c near .IR / END7,' 

I /The d ends here 
near OT vie La: Grande, 

is unknown. • B · 1830. • 

JJC died 8/23 of cholera & was buried 1· 
Oregon. Reason diary ceases last 2 mon 
unmarried •• 
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Emily 
Charlotte/Stearns Pengra 

FAC 594 Diary of Mrs. Bynon J. ~ Pengra (Ch&rlotte Emily Stearns) 
kept by her on a. trip a cr osss me pla"ins from Illinois to Orego 
in 1853 reprod by the Lane Ct PioneerOHistorical Soc. 
Eugene, 1966 (2nd printing) 55 pp 

b. 1827 m. BJP in Ill;_l849 •• Mr & Mrs crosd the pls over OT 
in 53, settling near Springfield, Lone Ct. He was Surv-Genl fo 
Ore under Lincoln in 1862 •• d. copied from orig,csistg of a 
number of pale blue sheets, 10 x 7¼ in poss Mrs. J .erry Adams 
of Eugene. • ·· 

lst entry April 7 - week days are given, but nuruerical dates on 
occasionally - thru Freeport - Mt. Carrol - er Missip at Fulto 
wrong_way to spen~ the Lord's day - slew1 slew, rain rain -
quagmires and Rubicons q- the Nishneootnee 

5/6 to the Bluffs, not the City - Is pres papers askg aid 
from Es. Poor fellows they stood the reps of a once mighty but 
now fallen people 5/6 report that a boat, running from SL.., to 
the Bluff has sunk, fearful for r co 

5,flO to the City - built right bet 2 hi bluffs w/ barely 
room to set the hss and allow a street between them, mostly of 
log covd w board siding in front •• gr many stores ad all fild 
things reasonable /literate, observant, detailed 

5/11 on board the stee.mboat. • crossg cost ~511. • • thru 
M. vilg, from app of a grave yard a little abOVf; it 

5/13 1 ck bridged by Is, toll 2 shilings per wg - ave 
intel I recd the money - e cd talk g English~ 5/12 to Elkhorn 
ferry, sadnd by grave of 19 yr girl, cdnv skd a prettier b1Jryg 
spot -- tent stores,grovery or liquor shopt, and refreshment 
rooms 5/14 ferriage $~. pw 

5/15 tremendous storm, tent deluged, watter flows thru in 
torrents · - 5/17 Shem c ··•bg bridged by Es /deta ls re cookine 
clothing, mending, bedding, etc./ no mileages, oc 

5/19 return on horseback to aid sick lady, found her lri th 
a dgtr a hour old. Gave it a name, wished her success and 

rode back, 1 pleased w r expedition 
5/20 our hrss runaway, I on rei_ns - stopd by rung into 

catle, after man struck them in their faces ...;· Loupe Fork f er:ry 
report 400 Is declarg Eion shdn pass until they had 3 white men 
in ret for an I that was shot 

5/21 pass gr ready to recieve its trust - yg md lady mesl 
5/31 cclude the tale we heard is false 6/1 more storms 

howling of wolves cabined with war of the elements 
6/2 first time c see PR distinctly beau w isalnds and hi 

bluffs opp diaria names creeks 
Creek,6¢§st1heaj pasd Lone Cedar tree, Ash hollow, quicksand 
Creek, Castle Bluffs 6/11 _Cobb.le stone Bluffs - Mrs. Allison 
and myself take bath in the river 

6/11 wagon tips over sand storm cpd op CR in form of 
a pyramid, and assumes a round cone lke app of sev f ee~ in het. 
6/12 cop SBs, ave pie rg of bluffs opp 6/13 S~ux village,~ 
try to buy bread wit h beads and mockinsons -- 3 wigwam~ of_half 
breeds 6/17 pas another I vg th s mg, ·called to their Wigwam 
but they appeared ve hostile, pointed their guns at us, Y sev x, 
a half br eed t hat was w them s a id there had bn tr at tn.e Fort, 

V 
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and that the Is intended att.ackg the Es. .At noon we pa.sd 
another t r ader pt, t h ey said ther e had been a fight the day 
bf , an d t hat 6 whi t e men and 6 Is er kd , a l so tha t O head of 
catle hd bn kd - but we had not other way but to go on •.• 
Ve c ame op t h e F 3 oc, found tha. t t here h ad een tr, 1 50 Is 
attempted t o cross over t he ferry ch was a violat ion of tbeir 
t reat y . Six onl y t o be allo •ed to cross at one t ime, t he c ol 
r efu s ed them, and 8 I s shot a t him, but d,d not wound him, he 
then cd out t h e solds, and ordr d t hem t o give up the men tha t 
had f i r ed on him , but t hey dn nd th s olds fired among t h em 
klg 3 and wondg 2 . The Is then f l edt the mts. They o r took 
2 of their cheif s prHmers . . The capt advised us to form a 
co - nd be prepared for battle v co of 30 waggongs, 100 men 

24t h / l ady i ishes patte r n- of my sunbonnet 25/bridge acrs 
the P (do not cross) 2 7 Wi llOi,T Spr :i.ngs 28 IR, 29 road sandy, 
wind blowing , c pletel fi l led wit h sand . 

7/1 tp at DG, lv l etters -- sick r tra ted by packing , the 
water cure 7 /5 r men to mts cu t ting gr as s 7 / 6 ~wer SP , ch 
she does notname -- cclude t o enter t he Darren t Tail l Eid do-m 
in the guide as ~ 54 ms ,/o atter or gr as s a to GR 7/9 re 
ferried r 2 wgs and span · of horses f or t h e l ight sum of 1 7 dols 
tha t bg $8 ]?wg nd 50c head for stock , unl g t o swim s o ~21. 

tolls bri dg es at Thomas For k an Tulicks f ork of BR •. 15/ 
met a man 30 days from Oreegon, who is takg the census of the E 
ion tothat ct •• he cifrmed a new cutt off that d save us some 
hundreds of miles travel 7/17 Sod.a Spr ngs Stbt Spgs, M 
traders washing the r clothes in it . 

7/18 after 2 m struck the Orregon road , an extinct volcano 
crater on m tothe S - cruel mosquitoes Mosqueto e s make air l a 
ck - ford Snake, - Ai.~ Falls - /hazy on topog i den t ifies •. 27 
I 1 say that this part of Orregon i s t he mos t f~rt i l e for r ock s 
and sagebrush of any part oth rld - Cat Rock Creek 30th cd on 
Snake R below Bannack C 31 2nd ferry on Snake above Salmon Fl 
Cross despite hi wind, take covers c,ff , rgs 

8/1 all nite serenade by I s - many grave s f rom l a s t year 
8/9 Boys river -- the Bullfinch co. -- l0ts of bugbear stori es 
about Is crossed Snake at- Fert Boys that y orld renowned s pot 
of one miserable blockhouse all gg t o decay 8/1~ star t on new 
cutoff the 2 crossing of SR cost us f,25 - - stench from r avi ne 
tha t is resorted o f or special purpos by all t he Eion -- afr i 
d l,O t:r-y the new route, tho is all Stak edout 8/18 v d .i.. scoritd 
j ,acct sickness, wet bandages and opium· -- Powder R, Blue Mts. 
Grand Round v all m or less sick - Umatilla 8/28 d ends 

/writing smaller and smaller a t ho paper, as well a s tr / 
oth author might v failed.. ./ when ov pa r t. left membeTs inc 
Mrs . P 1 s f a ther, Rev .John St earms, ?6 , M. on N' .• Stearns and fa:m1 
a l so Sam E tearns , and fam l y •• _I ssaahe r Will i ams and his · f 
V~lina _(St earns ) and k i ds BYJ1©n J P and author .and one dg tr 
Stella '7. yrs old d her brother Wm , 19 .. Avery E. , te~rns et 
lm Br annon , a .fr . Bullfinch and son etc . / Stellam ng sick/ 
/lived t o v 9 chil dren, m Geo Larison///. 
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FAC 592 Diary of Helen Stewa.rt 1853 re~Jrod by Lane Ct P-H 
Soqiety, Eugene, I 961 •. 27 pp. 

Helen Marnie ctewart b. 1835 •• 53 to Ore w her parents •• 
orig d ov-med '6 Mrs . Elenor Watson of Portland, grand-dgtr 

John Stewart family across plains •• w them was Mrs. Margare 
Love and 3 sons •• On 1855 Helen Stewart m. Davids. Love, who 
had been to Calif in 1849, by ship, thence to Australia 

They chose to try a new route from Fort Boise to WV and er 
part of them: than 1000 who became lost in eastern Oregom and 
sufrd gr from lack of dood and with exhausted oxen and hrss bf 
they reached their destina .• The Cascade Mt pass thru ch they 
entrd the v was s of Diamond Peak; they were part of what has 
been called the 'ITiost Wagon Train of 1853. 11 

from Penn~ 4/1 steamer Arctic at Pittsburg -- hondur as to 
SJ" 4/20 /spellin! is not so hot7 d resumes 4/29 · · · 

5/3 we was w thin 3 ms oth fry en the fry boat sunk and 
dround 3 men now we 1 v tog to Iowa Point -- head north thru 
mud holes and dubling teams /no mileages, oc. towns o oregon 
and savanna - cross nodaway rv· cross Mo? n.d. 

5/14 to minehaw ck streams bridged, sort of, I s demand 
tole /some dates skilled/ ykGNL!:S STRFART I S HER SISTER] 

5/17 we heard the wolves hllowing it is lightning all rnd 
and the face oth moon is obscured under dark clfuuds nd the wi 

/ Agnes b 1 832 m, Thomas Warner 1B59 
nd is ow g nd I am i n th wg tryg, to write a 1 the lantern . i 
tied to the ridge pole every body is in ' bed but agnes and mys 
nd wed b there but we v to wait till the apls r stewed enough 

5/19 at big blue man dround w drove of sheep storm and 
winds threaten wg covers 

5/23 so 1 time to write that I missed from23 to 2'7 but 
it is no difference there was neer us a gr that had been dug 
open and a women head was layin and a come sticking in her hair 
it seems rather hard 5/28 mother felJJas she was geting 
in to the wg .a~d the front wheel ran over her she was bruised 
but none of her bones is broke, ace where she fell is sandy 

/few creek idents 5/29 thundered the hole night and 
forke lightning flew through heavens in a most erifick manner 

5/31_, tews v come in site of fort carney we pass there 
was a sholdier crune and got the number of all of us and r catl 
nd e told us there was 13,000 head pf people and 90,000 head of 
stock the largest eion has ever past yet 

6/1 we c see Es no't!as far as we can see for the winding o 
road there wa,s a man was gg to cross the rv w a drove of shee 
and he put in 30:J-POO and he got out 5,000 someing up a storm 
so we chain all the wgs together 

6/3 plum creek there is wgs standing in the place of' a 
grog shop they v two sines up a bad crossing 

6/9 camp within a short distance of the second ford , 6/10 
got to dording today some will go to the upper one fellows 
v dreadful hard job, swimming w catle I was so afraid they d 
cramp they looked like dround rats we r divided tonite the 
gallenippers was so bad I cdn sleep 

sater 11 v nt had the diff cultys we see many ?thers vg 
• • , if t here had not v bn a strong arm to help and gm.de we d 
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come out poorly thank heaven for its goodness -- men 
ve tired we had to run and put blankets round them all wherrie 
ver they came out of the water ad drench them with ginger tea 
and boiling coffee • 

. 6/13 we had one the real je uine platte storms last night 
some places that is·nearly perpindiculal down the hollow -

6/15 lots of wgs moveing bf and behind us d rss moving 
on in the general throng 

6/17 ch'r they sa,- there is 500 is gg to f i ght we hear t h 
at the .- v laid do m b lankets that is t he sine fo r t he Es not da. 
re govern them fears of one old achlier he has toleabl e 
bi g body but ave 1 soul but ul' bachaliars ough t t o excus ed a 
l . all ways fo r t he- are not al wa-s accountable. 

but the gr ar m= t h at fr ightened him so proved tb an I ca 
mp and indeed t hey er ve fr _peace of paper w things wanted Is 
f ollow· us to scots bl uffs ish oxen had g-oggles 

8/22 my birthday 18 I feel myself getg older but no any 
wiser 6/23 I decorated,wanted me to get on his horse behLnd 
him (walk in hi hills) •• we at last crosts the steme we pas 
s the fort and the grave yard I think it in a runis cd fo,r so 
many big idle fellows loungg about there is harly any fese it 
is all broken down catle and every thing else can go in and tra 
mp over it the narnes r cut on head bord 

then we come up ave long hill and camp rite on a cactas be 
d for there is nothing else there fry 24 black nills 

6/24 plagued by fellows (me and Agnes ) I think Agnes is 
made of lode stone for she draws to her wonder pm-:-erful 

6/27 Mexicans indians and half breeds there are the rnost 
d,eceeteful ugly set ever was 

7 /3 sabeth we r all so wicked we came to the bridge t 
here is a . store and a bss and another hs or 2 there is a gr 
many spaniards here they all had squaws had to pay $5. ea wg 
and 4 yoke ox a.nd one drive a bit for each odd man and a dime a 
head for the lose catl they ladies go over free of charge 

7/4 this is the fourth in the States •• we r selerabratin 
it by :txg traviling in sand and xn dust but we v a gr dance to 
night a s and I went up the hill and talked over old times and 
repeated some paraphrases and all the like Of that- and ·the we 

come down and danced untillneerly one oclock · , 
7/6 IR 7/13 south pass I c see nothg for Iv the curt 

ain tied tite down to keep the wind and the dust out we are 
in Oragon now 7/14 pass the salt lake road and set up a tickc 
t for annie -*-:f--lfto get when they come up if no person nockes it 
down - thru the desert 7/17 GRferry $6. ea horse 3 bits ahe 
and 7fSc for catl 7/19 little hear r or fo tenell fork 7/21 
Christe bomgardner had a dgtr added to his faniilie 7/24 Bear r 
Is visit durtyist creature I ev saw pick lice and eat them 

7 /3L. Soda Spring a treading post 
8/1 the ·coulerd people will hold this day~HHf- as one worth 

of remembrance clinker valley beyond Steamboat Spr 8/3 I_do 
not remember one thing about the road from the thurd on / END { 
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FAC-'590 reprod perm Alton Ill. Telegraph and d-escendants 
of SH Diary of Sanruel Handsake r OT 1853 reprod by Lane Ct 
PioneerOHistorical Soci ety Eugen e , 1965 37 pp. 

Autobiog sk •• I was b England 1831 to .America 1843 
3/8~/53 farewll.Lto Illinois 3 other yg men and I agreed to 
drive 3 ox teams, 4 pairs to each team, and er to rec as pay r 
board the o"mer was Mr. Robj_nson, a surveyor Bf startg I 
agreed i-7ith John Bailache, ed of Alton T. that Id write to·-hirn 
en oppor ofrd en on the road. This was prac my first exper in 
writing. I kept a Daily Journal of the entire tr of 6 mos, ch 
the T printed • • shdvused s amething m durable than a common 
lead pencil •• part lost from the press only part of book cb 
deciphered. That ch is in ex tence is printed in this book-

We er on the way frot·2 3/22 to 10/3 Nearly all r oxen d die 
from drinkg alkali water, d hitch up a cow to take its place •• 
user wg boxes for ferry boats •• acct dust we had to wear vli!il 
s or silk handkerchiefs left one new wg with a lot books 
Robinsons mean esp Mrs. R •• upbroaided for selg ox, a ci refuse 
to stop to aid abandoned couple with child -- excerpts from 
PIONEER LIFE by Uncle Sam Handsal{er, Eugene, 1908. 

DIARY acct from Iowa to Utah is all that is now extant 
4/27 at gmm:x:±:ti::uq:xi::maoc MR ferry 4/29 now in Nebras1:a Terr 
vg crossed the rv on Highllrln Mary, $5. ~g , 25c loose catle 

4/30 Is.begg, Omaha tribe, missnry sta t one m from r camp 
5/2 3 m to Papillon or Butterfly ck I bridge washed away, buil 
r ovm, much to mortification of the Is 

5/4 beau ct but scarcity of timber 5/5 man drownded at 
Elkhorn slough, with $700; fa..~ily gone back home w/o a y attemp 
to get the body out, frum Ill 5/6 200 wgs waiting to cross, 
~~5 •. wg stock $1.50 boat an old scow, one wg at a time. Ea man 
has to rk the boat 

5/11 in wolf ct ferocious animals hovling at nite, flying 
bf us by day Devil creek to PR 5/12 Shell Ck bridge, here 

a fight 3 yrs ago bet Is and Es, over toll, Is routed 
5/13 Loup Fork Ferry. We shall ·not cross here; but 1 g up 

sm 50 m to a ford •• 16 thru 2 old I vilgs. reach ford 17 rv 
risg, no safe to cross 19 finally cross via making r own ferry 
take wg box, water-tight; lash 3 water kegs ea side; unload at 
sand bar 5/23 ferry over Wood River, same system 

5/25 op FKy, nd c see wgs crossing over to this side, on 
acct scarcity of grass 5/26 cross Ellen ck •. all kinds of 
teams may be s een on this road, the grr part oxen 

5/31 .J".hite men attack train for stock, one guard knifed, 
below Bluff Fork •• 65 horss stolen by Is 6/8 Cobble Hills 
6/9 op CHr and the Clerk's office 6/10 Cr -6/11 SBs wood 
sgain after 200 m •• smell from river sinks 

6/13 all handsin writing horn. near FL, last chance 
6/14 FL went over rv t F to pail a parcel of letters. I ,-7as j 
ust in time to be too late. The mail had left only a few hrs P 
revious. The letrs 1 v to lie there until the mi~dle of next 
month •• s a : 3 first rate 2-story frame hss, ~esid~s one or tw 
made of rock The others r adobes or "tlU d hss u -- 1.n all about 
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15. There is also an excel, store whGre you can get nearly 
evthg you wish. The bldgs here do the govt much credit .• Here 
we first heard oth death of vicepres 1 King 

15th Black Hills, a. si:mr of RMs. I nv saw a more roclCj· a 
nd hilly ct •• we are now in Utah, Fort end qf Nebraska 

18 tp w Frmn and squaws moccasins, hides to sell •• sm 
supply of 1·i quors, pickles, buffa lo beef, shoes, tobacco and 
other notion on all of ch the, make gr prof its 

20 report reached us a few day s a go tha t a f i ght had take 
n place near the f bet the Is and the soles. It ~ pe ar s that t he 
Is had some antipathy ag the solds, an d t o s pi t e them the, s tol 
e the ferry This raised the dander o the solds who ent to 
chastise them.. One sold was wounded in tlie arm w an arrow. Th 
Is lost 6 kd and a g many talren pri s ners 

22 last crossg oth P fo rmerly a ferr, now a g substanti 
bridge. Toll $6. g 24 adiew to the p 25 Willow Springs, 
Prospetit Hill 26 Sw 27 DG 29 Wind River mts 30 gravelly r 
best for horses or mules w shoes on, but detrimental tooxen 

7i3 SP 7/4 r e jocing , pleasure and mirth at hime 00 
at nit boys make mer r~ speeches, ~ing ing etc. 

7/7 mt fever, not dangerous. diet is the man thing tb 
watched GR 2 g ferr boa.ts $5. wg grocery, ch do es a fair a 
mt of bu s in gambl g nd drinkg 7/8 prairie dogs not so lg 

7 /l4 FB not rh at i s gen termd a fort; but .the resd of a 
Mr . Bridger, fo r-me-rly from the American Bottom. -. br on Bear R. 
16 e bb er R, hs and garden - Kenyon Ck - worst k ind of descend 
after h i mt. 9/20 LC dscrip drove thru w/o stopping •• 

7/23 the Ms ve caref ul not to let Es stay too long in one 
place. We had orders to lv yesterday, after trading. • lrn pay 
3 prices for evthg we get •• · ghharvest fm the Es 

7/25 common t o pack t o Ca •• Each mn has 2 mules; o e to 
ca r ry himself and gun s, t he other for provs a d ut ensils. • co 
f m Oregon , w/ lady on hors eback all the way .. 26h Ogden 29 
Bea r R again. 2 skiffs w pl ank laid acro ss $5. wg 

8/1 Pilot Spr ng 8/ i f our map correc, now in promised 
lan d, cro sed efregon creek - De Casure creek 5th jc SL and 
Subl ettt s Cutoff road. 1e now v to take the back track on the 
Co r oad. unti l we reach the FH road, --the - ~ we -co_ e -co Oregon rd. 
our guid e book is the cau e of r vg to go back •• near jc Steep 
le Rocks •• At Raft River reach the Ore road 

8/18 vross Snake •• I fishmongers •• 28 doomed to dusty 
sage plains of Utah and Oregon for 3 months •• cros Boisse rv 
lv wg w books, trunks, chairs sad destruction i Fort Boisse,. 
and adobe hs occ HBC up Burnt ck - Powder R-r Grand Ronde v. 
richest tract of land since MR - 1• eal t hy C~youse over Blue mt s 
Umatillah v 8/19 I Agency, first f r ame hs in Ol"e regi s ter of 
5,850 persons. • Besides a no v gone the new route 700Ul 1 ent e 
r Or this season: /The Dalles?/ no thqt i s next, a f t er John Da 

Expect to go by water rest of my j pack along river l 
Oregon City 10/5 addendum letter f r can Oregon 1/1/54 
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b }'¥-
Esther\ Bl'e.keman L-y;man Let ter-.S 1853 reprod by Lane Ct p-H 
Society, Eugene, 1960 FAC 587 

b. 1826 m • .Joseph Lyman 1850 In 1921 Mrs. Elmo S. White of 
Salem lkd f info re grparents, Elisha & Harriett VadS'l-rnrth, 
who came fm Mich to Ore in 1853, accpd by her sister, Esther 
and husband Joseph, and their 4 children •• Her search brot to 
light these accts of their jJ Mrs. Lymans apparently written 
partly as a j .on the way and ccludg w a letter to her mother i 
n Michi, and .JLs letter to his relatvs in Mich tellg of his 
trip thru the mts in Ore after lvg his party in attempt to reac 
WV to bring help and food back to family 

~ 
Their wg tr had left OT near Ft. Boise to take what they h 

ad heard was a shorter rd thr the mts. The 11ne1-r road II soon be
arne a poorly marked trail and the Lyrnans a.nd Wadsworths crosd 

the deserts of eastern Ore and the @scade Mts as part of the E 
that cprisd the Lost Wagon Train of 1853 

Esther B. b 1826 NY in 36 to Kalamazoo ct Mich • • the 2 
families left Cooper spr 1853 in 2 1-rgs & buggy. • Mrs. Lyman wa 
supposed t v kept a j and in sending it east for publica lras lo 
st •• after arrivg in Ore the first horn went to Tillamook Ct 

Material has been gathrd in Lane & Benton cts andfrorn 
Vernon White of Portland, desc of Elish & Harried W, from whom 
a copy of Esther's letter was secured 

oV' ~fL e,.,..,'P 
J.T~ EBL left Cooper Kal Michi 3/4 comnencg the j ~ F~.f 

· Mf 28th 5/29 p w numerous islands someth~ng li .e an .Arc._h.epel a~o 
Bf drinking or cookg it should be setled by psrinkling a handfu 
of corn meal slowly into a pail and stiring it at the same time 

The gr E thorofare runs upon theriver bottom, some oth way 
near the rv ads oth way farther back towards the bluffs c 
5 mi below FK 31st c Plumb Creek, trench fire 

,· 1•!e jd a Ore ¢"t t:o about June L a l\, Joseph was taken sick 
f after w/mt fever, all_ the medcine d~d no~ he~p him fever :un 
\ 12 day;:} weak as a ch ilda1 had to give him Bnandy to lrnep him 
\alive •• 4th of .July at IR - when .Joseph recovered, I taken w 
'same fever. it was 6 weeks bf I was able to be even taken out 

( 

oth buggy. .I had just got able to stagger around a 1 1'henI tak 
dovm w diarrhea, and I fully expected to die. • .Augu 21 I lost 
my babe, it lived only a few hours •• 

If I should tell you an 8th part of the accidents bad roa 
ds etc I shd fill sev sheets. • lose animal~ lighten load 

.Joseph in favor of taking the new road, diverges 15 mi 
( this side of (w of) FBoise •• Harriett and Elisha stayed with 

J 

old road, with Mr. Cline, wife :A- died with new baby and 8 other 
children • • Mr. Swart Si.'- with us, w~fe has an addition to r part 

- . in the shape of a youn dgtr •. thru Burtn Frills •. misled by 

1 :Mr. Elliot who had been hired by the people of Oregon t opilot 
the Es through. Mzxx:Exx It seems the road had bh cut out only 

( 

to Fall River near the Cascade mts. Mr E t~ was- sttff a~:ut 
w the ct t o take t be shortest rm•d t ethc r-v,--b-ut he got bewildr 
and led the Es ove1~ desert some 50 or 60 miles. "1-r/o water • • 

estd 900 wgs 1500 perso s •• relief parties. 
Joseph Lyman letter f o mother Mich d 11/11/I 53 
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In summer 1850 father Franklin Summers, left Mo and came 
around the Horn to Ca. H'e mined succ at Shaws Flat, near Sono 
ra. In 1852 he again braved t4e d_anger of a trip around the Ho 
rn to br my mother and me across the plains to Ca. lie used his 
gold to buy the best equip available and also, as a lubricator, 
to org a lag train 

A str wg 1 cvrd and 3 yoke of gentle st oxen nee, a g cow 
and a sadle horse for ea wg •• evthg was home production. Hicko 
used as a sub for iron; the only iron used was for 1inch pins a 
nd king bolts 

/see Lee Summers/ 
We crossed Tahoe range where the Kingsbury grade is now 

and a few days later reached what is now Placerville .• 
to Sha.w,fs Flat., 

294181 Origen Thomson CROSSING THE PLAINS NARRATIVE OF THE 
SCENES INCIDENTS & ADVENTURES ATTENDING THE OV J OF THE -DEACTUR 
AND RUSH COUNTY ES TO THE llfar-offn Oregon, in 1852. Printed 
from ado daily events kept by the late · a introductor 
chapter by Mrs. Camilla T. Donnell, and a t hrillg parrv of a B 
Hunt and Battle Royal with mt wolves, by Mr . Sµt h erland Moy 
Gree burg, Indiana 1896 

Preface: Thesenotes were mere shorthand snapshots taken on 
the spot, nd wri tn out in full after reachg their destina •. • and 
make no pretense to literary style 

~l: The Oregon Pilgr rnage: Its Genesis & the Exodus 
Yr 1850 Congress pased Donation Land-claim bill giv to a man an 
wife 640 acres •• My ,'brother Orige and Zelik M= Donnell and I 
(m. 2/52) plan tog w co from d & r cts Indiana, q. 100 •• som 
the · oldest and best kno,,rn fa1Tlilies of this sec. • Rev James Vor 
the, St Senator Dr Robert H. Crawford · 

Sunday 3/5 prayed for from all the puplits •• At Madison a 
new boat Kate Sweeney chartrd for tr p to SJ, arr ~/27 /mKiB:lll:XX~ 
~g±xxiiu±# tvd thru Iowa 100 m ~; crosd Mo May Q and 10 
on a rope ferry, where O·now stands 

On both n ands sides oth P, as far as the vis on cd reach 
was one ctinu line of prairie schooners 

We forded Pr at the plc::1.ce -wh ere Platte City now stands. C 
R 500 m w :MR. On the sq.IT1e flat plain was :CR, ~l~v some 500 fee 
above the prairie. One portion of r party arrvd here July r 4 
and selec this spot as the scene of a marriage ceremony .IN Smi 
the and Josephine Gray _ _ 

SP reached on the day of r Natl I •. Arrvg at TD, after 
f ordging Des OJ.utes rv, we found but one hous e , a log , and a f e 
old l g bl dgs be l ongg t o t he Methodist Mi s sion . The beach ·was 
covd w tent s ,a t hous waiting t r ans y ba tteaux to ' r. utherla 
mcCoy, Scot t Patt en and my brot h er Origen too~ t he catl an~ bor 
s s overl and, by the trai l l eadg along t he CR into the Do griverv 
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the rest oth party took pasg in the b. under chg of Fr Cana di 
ans, crossg the Cascade mts /?/ at a point d rect op where the 
filhetphata§in-gesbaiib:b.ttlh½ locks, by means of a kind of horse-car 
Governmtn has since bu;i.lt the locks, by means of a kind of' hors 
car. The portage was about~ l½ miles long 

11J"e ard Portland late at night. • 1 vlg. • to Daytonin Yamhi 
11 Ct. • Genl Palmer was the prom man of Dayton. • then to :IJ-ynn 
ct near Bro~msville where we took up a D claim 

at the Dalles March 1896 

a FIELD NOTES: .JOURNEY ACROSS THE P&tINS IN Sill!HER 185'.:' 
March 8, 1852 day apptd fr departure-:- to Cincy -- w ·worth & 
Crawford selec the Kate SweeneyJ, a new boat on.~; her first trip 

Z./14 load at M2.dison 3/18 SLL 3/18 pass SIL 3/23 came 
across the 1, Alton lying on a sandbar, take on a nu o her pasgr 
E.lso Is on hurricane deck 3/25 Limour tows o.s off sandbar 

3/27 ar S.Jo, rent rooms - stay 1 month -- Mr.Hann cross 12 
m. above ST.J, we go by old Ft K - depart 4/28 Sav2.nnah and 
Newark. • cros sed Notaway - Linden, the last tm,,111 we were to se 
this side of RMs - Nishnebotna - athe ferry 50 wgs ahead of us 
~,1.25 for wg and 25c yoke for catl -- now v 27 wgs 

5/9 in ev visted the old fort. It is built in blockhouse 
style 2 stories hi, and the upper story so arrg~ that the side 
r over the corners of the lOi-rer story. • port holes. no occups 
There r corrals built for stock. The ferryman lives in hs adjng 

5/10 Mr. 'Forth elec pres oth co; Crawford leader or capt 
5/11 Panic re ima.ginary Is, form corral 5/12 passed OJ Is, sea. 
ted on the gr around a blanket w some bread and corn. I suppose 
they er begg 

5/13 pasd first grs, 6 13al t Ck, 45 m from Old Fort 
tents prostrated by the wind •• fine ct but scarcity of water 1 
prevent its bg setled 

5/18 gr of I chief; surr by 32 horse skulls formg a circl 
12 ft dia. Above us r the ruins of an· I vilg,ch furnished us w 
cedar wood. Some otheir lodges are ent re yet, made of cedar 
poles interlaced and held to place py '1-rithes,and covrd ·w dirt. 

about 12 feet hi, smoke hole, 18 feet dia •• 5/19 passed in m 
ruins of another vilg, wigwams all rotte d doi;m 

5/20 3 or 4ooj Is pass, to SJ •• later 60 soldiers w a 6 
pounder on way to punish Is that had passed usthis am,for some 
otrage t he~r had perptd on Es 5/22 Mr. Findlaysonschilcl d in mg 
&,~ was buried at noon by wayside, · first death in r co_ O the diee 
se was whooping cough -- in sight of st • .Jo road 

5/23 one of r unhappy days •• a division of seceders 
5.24 tvg all day in sight oth rd f S.J; they gradually cverge & 
unite at the fort, 20 miles fm last ni tes camp 

5/24 ar~Q at fort •• Es help themss to wood, perceivg ch 
the q_m ordered them to br it all back under penalty of the guar 
dhouse ••• w/o fortifies, low sq_uatty bldgs, 2 oqs, stone bss 
and po 294 fm StJ, 320 by wa.y Ol d FK, 220 from latter 

5/25 in 14 rn (15 from fort) we came to the first cross o 
p:; late discvd, just crosd a few day s bf. Rv 2 ms T-Tide he re , 
axletree dep, req_s 10 yoke to o e team, nd muc-t not b allo,-red t 
stop. Our seceders crossed here a short time bf . 
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5/26 Yest and· toda.:v by Walkers guide 32 in a11d by Platte 
and Slater 40 m, thelatter I think correct and adopt it 

5/28 Tvd ½ day. Swain, of B" chase·, taken violently sick 
w d arrhea, and by 3 oc wa.s a corpse. • drank from noiseome 
well. 2nd nd 12.st death in co durg r cnec w it. We buried him 
about dark by roadside, as he had a brother behind in Perry 1 s 
train, who we wished d see it 5/29 Ash Creek 

6/1 road to the upper lancEng a.long the bluffs, but the tr 
to the lo·uer crossg turns sharp to the right; there is a spr to 
the rt oth track. Distance to upper crossg 15 m. By crossg he 
re we v a betr road - save 20 m tv ~nd the descent of ave stee 
hill to the ferry ? •• From the ford the tr strikes across the 
ridge and in 5 m strikes the N fork; the cflunc 8 or 9 m belo1T 

6/3 cedar on the bluffs as far as .AHI • • Me t the Lara:-!lie 
mail today 6/4 ascen<:led the bluff and descenr:l. into .AH •• 
here the :roa•J. from the upper crossing comes in. • Co said it "\-Ta 

not much further, a.i.,d hill not bad 
6/6 Hannas co v split ·on the Sabbath tvg question .• Mr. 

Hannas co 1• as not the proposed colony, as not more than half a. 
doz of tho se whose names er enrolled ever jd him at St. Jo 

6/9 to CH Creek •• reminds me m of th old pix of Noah's Ar 
k than a yth:ing else -· 6/10 walked to CR, 4 m from' road at the 
nearest pt • • app of a. circus pavillion w church spire. It ch 
ascended a g distance by winding around. I inscribd my name on 
the C about 20 feet hi .• _dtop at tp 

6/11 thru SBs the road crosses a raving w steep banks •• 
A trader by the name of Scott, while retng to the ,St s, was robd 
& stripd by Is, he crawled t (; these bluffs and there famished. 
His bones were afterward found and buried 

6/14 to LF, the road bg most of the way in vie o rv. Briel 
ge here ~[;2. wg w 4 yoke and 25c each adl yoke •• 2 roads from 
here, one thru BH, other keeps up rv, we fod this .• The Fis 
much like Kin its bldgs & arngmts 

6/23 came to E's dug out ferry, c1)osed of 6 - canoes lashed 
tog. It is a g deal cheaper than the M ferry ,1,5.50 a wg a.nd 
a dollar f each person • ., men drownd swimg catl 

6/24 r late seceders er recd back into co this mg 6/26 
IR tar and cuts, find piece of paer w pencil 11 He is a poor devi 
whose narne for w-ant of tar is lost to farneti . • DG the ::;-,ost sub 
lime specl- I v hitherto seen •• tp, bot coarse shoes for i3. 

6/29 at Narrows •• a short time hf a man hanged by his co. 
The rnrdr ha.fl a. yg man in his employ w whom he had bn q_uar-rclg. 
seduce him into hills etc •• Search was made, thebody found. 2 
or 3 cos cmg up a jury was empaneled and the man cdemnd. They 
made & gallows by runng 2 or 3 wagons w their tongues tog so as 
to make a fork, then locked them so they cdn slip; the culprit 
was made to stand on some boxes and the rope put onihis neck an 
when all was ready the sheriff kicked the boxes fraa under him 
nd he as launched into eternity. This is the ·way- justice is 
x~mi:E:xllli meted out on the Plains - w/o imped o legal proceedgs 

7/2 tp nea r Quaking Asp ck •• at last crossg Sw yg Swain, 
brother of rg man , ho died this side F ~ got his brother ft s good 
7/3 summit runs bet 2 small mounds 

7/4 Mr. Worth preached in mg. In ev we yg folks_formed a 
Bible class 7/8 to jc of Oregon and SL roads; the latter als 
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leads to Kinney's cut-Off, by which the long decent is avoided. 
It is 6 or 8 ms further but nv more than a half days drive w/a.• 
water, whereas the decent/?/ on theother road is about 40 ms 
long •• that we take 7/12 GR ferry called to see a negro wh 
had bn shot in the• arm and ill treated; 1 lose his arm, if not 
his· life 7/14 division at Hams fork 15 bridge at SmithsF 

:c11ore bridges •• Bear r e:inpties in SL, so there is no cnnec 
w the outer world • see sick child w diarrhea, not much to do 

7/19 Big Soda ·springs 2 m further to Boilg and Stbt Srs •• 
from here to Myers Cu_t-off in the HlLmboldt V is 4 miles 

7/21-25 to summit of divg ridge bet Bear and Snake rvs •• 
c see 3 peaks towering above all sur~. These r the Three Teton 
150 miles distant •• 7/22 to Fort Hall of adobes, square form. 
Estab mmed by HBC, r govt vg sold it a few yrs ago. • Shoshone 
or Root Digger is, clothed in nature; s m-m garb 

7/26 to Raft River, called Cairo ck by Palmer. Here the 
la.st Calif trail takes off , and also the Southern route i .Jto 
Rogue river and the Umpquas •• 4 of r tr take this route Sam Be 
11, Bach and Grubb (another Bell). • heard Mrs. Bell died on th 

way, leavg a child a week old. • nv heard from ·wm Brmm 
8/4 gr Shoshonee Fal-ls in Snake R. • Salmon Falls 

dead rnan d the rv:: suppose he one who attempted to come dovrn th 
Snake in wg beds •• treat Mrs. Willard, lov of bilious fever 

8/17 Fort Boisee a mis place Burnt R Powder R 
Grand Rondl Blue mt Utilla v TD 9/27 Portland by trail 

111 

[ 

::llMCCOYS STORY HIS B HUNT AND BATTLE V MOUNTAIN WOLVES 
brutes gnawing down the tree -- Allen Revol-er sa-:.red ;:J:', • 1ife 
wolves feast on each other. 

ijEMBERS OF THE ORIGINAL CRAWFORD PARTY 

/pasted in the front endof Thomson/ 
letter from the plains - Ne.than Logan of Spring Hill has a 
letr wri tn b)t\ James Downie to George A. Anderson in: 1852, whil 
w the Spring Hill and Richland party of Es to Or. The nistory 
of the trs and tribs o this party, about 100, was writn nd pub 
in bk fm by Orville Thomson about a dozen yrs ago. The latters 
sister Mrs. Camilla Donnell:, 85, of TD ,or is about the only sur -
vi vor of the party no·w alive 

nPlat River Bottom, near Fort Laramie, Wyom June 14, 1852 
Dear Friend: • . ·t,re rno·w ab one-third • • there is ve l .g 

Eion on the plains at this time. We c count from 80 to 100 wgs 
in sight at one time. We v seen sm returng to the states today 
and they inform us that the foremost trs r ab·600 ms before us 
nd we s ppose we r somewhere near the center 

There is a g deal of sickzy; am ng the Es; it is gen cholera 
but it is tho by some to be/frequent and excessive drinking of 
bad water, ave cmn thg as the weather is warm and some overhea 
t themss after B and deer. A yg man of r co from Mo-•died : from_ 
this ve cause in less than 24 hrs. This was the second d.eath J. 

r -co-• since we came on the plains. • Fe pass some days as many 
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as 8 new graves. They always bury on .some kno11_:_near the road. 
No I trs Wehn we crosd the rv there er 27 wgs in r co 

and 60 men, but the secmd Sabbath after we left ther.e 1-1as gr 
anxiety manifested by sm to tv every day ,and 6 wgs left our tr 
andl5 men, lvg 2L.wgs and 45 men ••• Mr. Worth preaches ev Sb 
trut he is abl.e. He has had a spell of the erysipelas. .RH 
Crawford's boy has been ve bad w a bovrel cplaint, cmg ve near 
cholera •• The health oth co is gen midling g 

J.a.mes Dovmie 
122 pp in all, 

/at end of the book, in print, pp. 116-120 
INCIDENTS OF THE TRIP OF THE GRA - PARTY Dr. George W. Gray, 

San Jose, California May 1896 

On r arrv at St Jo we formed the acq of a party from Peoria 
Ill andlearned that :kinr:c one of their co had been 2x · across the 
Plhamnt~eafln~waerdihey,wm7efilllhendg famst-arvitbrnthee:ebxx?immfxx 
plains; and as they intended to start some weeks sooner than th 
Craw-ford Co, my father Is fa.iu, - w the xcep of brother Samuel, 
who ha~~married Rev Worth's dgtr -- Uncle Johns fam, and sm othe 
from Preble Ct, Ohio ccluded tog with them 

Co of 70 xa:gra:Hx 1-9 wgs, 70 persons, ferried across M 
caine to ford of thewonderful PR, 2 m wid, a sea of w~ter 
ftg sand. Horseback riders to asc most solid bottom. • I 
tho had scarlet fever •• came to halt in sinking sands .• 
the other teams got over and retd to help us out 

0 , • 
L'3 Sill 

drivg 
until 

Once over the P we had fair sailing until arrivg at the sw 
ollen waters of the NP •• 2 row ferry boats, one wg, no team. 
Mr. "Enterprise" demanded 1,6. i-rg Capt offers ts3. refuses, we 
would take charg of boats • He the threatened.:us with Is •• 
Br .ng on your Is and we 1 clean them out first, etc. Sor men 
took chag of his boats and we er soon landed 

The next serious impediment tor progress was swollen wat 
ers of the Portniff rv, no ferry boats ••. raise wg boxes, then 
platform over top, 15 or 20 yoke etc. 

met squad of Hudons Bay F Co men retg fm wester w lds w 
B hides and other val skiJ.1-s,. to eastern _market. As soon as r ox 
smelled them, stampede 

In descendg mt rough-lock the wheels, by tieing a log cha 
in around them; then tieg small trees, top forward,behind the 
wagon •• in sm cases ~n gg over steep banks. a rope attchd behi 
the wg, and men standg at-the top d w swing~upon-ithe rope to 
p:revent it from upending the team·. 

After.may hrdshps, some sickness, one birth and one 
nte.ptiijgel@a-2nlbnll'JYs o5 ibife, cut csid loss of stoclc - we arv 
marriage - no loss of life, but csid loss of stock - we arv 
in WV 5 months 
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FAC 7 journal of J -~ A. Wilkinson Across the Plains 1859 
122 pp original .? NL? 

lv'L.. --:i-

C 3-½ x 6 large legible writing 
3/ 8 Started r teai--ns to pp· from Cass Ct Mich -W Hungerfords 1 

both~if ornia.ns, and 2 other men (5), plus a other wg 
plus 3d wg mine with Uncle Dan Farnham an old Ca. me 23 & 
Dan Fra ham jr 

4/28 i\t, rv hi 500 Es cd waitg to cross to Nebraska City -

t 
list of supplies 4/30 ferried over. nearly evbody "J drunk. Es 
help themss to anythig they find in the sores to eat and drink . 

_, Ministers and deadens are on a drunken frollick this last day 
in civz •• r co same 4 wgs and 12 men 

\~.;< 5/1 Major and Russell the Govt ctractrs v their big stock 
,5,.,i-~- ranch here. • layed in sm corn nd r heav ~y loaded 

v 

v 

5/2 on d vide"oet" weeping Water and Nemaha rolling prairi 
et to city to get axle mend d •• at Salt Creek a farm fencd 
n and ctwd toll bridge (iron axle a mistake) 

5/7 M&R train 26 wgs w 6 yoke oxen wg master, , his word is 

> law and gospel. Their wgs r all wooden axle w lock chains inste 
of brakes . • made ir1 Indaian eac w 4, 000 lbs 

5/8 grave of Carpenter, rnurdrd by Curtis -- retg ppers say 
1-humbug n we fools to g any further - our o·wn party splits up, 
some backwards f//gives miles at endof each entry fl/ 

5/10 Elm Creek is a turning table a mile from here 
5/11 Since lvg Elm Cr r route has been up the PR -Clear 

Ck another turning table, hundred of Es camped arguing c.nd q_uar 
relg about ch way to go, some cutg wgs and ma.kg carts - ,;-;re r 
meetg 200 tea.ms a day, some with specimens brass gold dust the 
mines er saltd w •. 5/12 sm on foot w/o blankets or food begg (i 5/13 • • throw away sheet iron stove. • we v more than we w 

// ant to g to California with /( 5/lm 4 20 teams a kind of 
✓ minstrel show co w a b i g tent they make lots of fun & music e-v 

Y"".,,, nite 5/15 org a co . w 9 wgs, capt Jesse Griffith of Ottumwa ,.___6_1~_\ 
5/17 St Jo road comes in •• 2 men r bldg sod hs here ft p . 

Gfa-1
• 1Their st ck csists of a barrle of whiskey w a little tin cup, . 

~ customr helps hirnss to what he can ~ink fr 25c •• pasd FK 3 pm 
'\ The soldiers put lot os hay a d hav a veg garden~ We r no alld 

to stop near the fort, socamp rm out 
5/18 wg tr from SL, sev women, prob runaways (empty Govt tr 

they couple 3 o•r 4 wgs together to save drivers 
5/19 Plum ck •• one of r men got letr at F from a fr who ha 

precedd him to PP, d g up a new G such a distnance from the F, 
---- a box of whiskey in bottles - payme t of debt? 

VV\""..:. 5/20 Wolvertons whiskey sells ve readily - retg PPsrs tax 
..... / r breadbasket rather heavy but we v nv refused them, others do 

v-,,-.-. :...- -,.. new gr marka John Snyder shot by James Garner , 5/14 
5/21 100 teams may be ctd at once on both sides oth rv 

kay over at Ctwod tp and stage station 5/22 sev log cabins 
5/24 OFallons bluffs stage sta, trpst, po and I village. 

platform burila to rot ½ m 2 f iddlers, stag dance 
5/26 tomorrow cross SR'no m retg starved PPers - Sx gg to 

fight Ps - at ford an I vg and tp - platform on wg boxes , ,., 
puld by ox and men on rope - traders v a flat boat that the,, , ,

1 onerate w Is and do a g bus haulg gs over -- Is also malrn some, . .. 



HL 29 

actg as guides got over all right~ changed clothes took 
a turn at the jog :sn just for spiritual consolation 

Next day 5/28 arvd at Hollow at noon I s w/ travois -
tp upriver 5/31 CHR , d:Lst decg 6/1 struck out to visit CR 
No one but a geologi st cd tell how it is f ormed, climbed, na.me 

strata of chalk rock •• cd under SBs at a spring 
6/2 SBs •• a spur of a mt w a natural pass thru it fa wg 

rd only a few rods wide with nearly perp walls. named f or a 
ma.IT! pursued by Is and hid in a cat'e and starv to death rather 

1 than be taken •• I vlg on the P and tp kept by and ol- Frman ,-r 
squaw .•• 6/3 only 1 women in the tr 

6/5 Capt has a guide book ch is unreliable 6/6 crossed th 
Larimie on a bridge toll $2.50. A road comes in here fr rn PP 
soldiers here 2 of them are choppg wood at a pile o~ dry ctwd 
poles in the hot sun, with their woolen costs ·t-1:i_tnd up under 
their chins, and a guard standg over them w a loaded musket. 
They vbn drunk on E whiskey 

There is a bushel of letrs at the F and everybody looks th 
over a..nd take whHt belongs tothem, and mail letrs for him -
they put 6 1 ~ Sp mules on a stage 

6/S:: tp and sta a Horse Shoe ck -- saw pit 6/10 at Deer C 
tp and Ivg near ferry - do not cross 6/11 as many peopl.e 
tvg on n. .as on our side oth P drove 700 catl 

6/12 at bridge Iv n tp, ctnwd ti ber whewed poles for ,a 
floor. $3. pw Fr w lg store, w sev clerks and servants - much 
trade w indians sldns and furs 

6/15 Sw bridge and bss yg cinnamon bear IR - mail sta 
at western entrace of DG 6/22 SP on backbone of ctinent 
6/24 w of Big Sandy vhere Ms burned a govt tr a yr ago, givg th 
teamsters what provs they cd pack on their back.s 

6/99 at Smith Fork, bridge stri gers, but floor gone •• 
sort out wago s by mm:e:ixwi:Litkx wide a d narrow tracks etc. -
musketoes terrible -- soda springs 

what he calls Subeltte cutoff seems t o be the Oregon rt and 
then Hudspeth cutoff 7/12 city of rocks n jc of SL Road 
7 /13 Goose Creek. • Frman packer shot in back ·w arrow, Louis 
Philippe, yg M with Indians painted up andbosssing the shooting 

, Es succor the old man and take hiin thrli / hanging - suggested but 

) 
7 /27 on HR - Horace Greeley pas r carnp 12.st nit o the st 

age to Ca Capt Griffith cross rv and 1 go over rots on Truckee 

/ 
or the Honey Lake rt - godforsaken ct, no game but sage rate:., -
to Sink and Desert Bi7 Ragto¥m, Carson R 

8/10 news of gu strike of silver and gold a sh distance 
ahead of us. They call it Virgin a City •• 8/12 visit mines, no 
houses, only cloth ones yet - 8/16 started again for Calif. • 
to Genoa •• 6-mile canyon - Hope Valley - tohead of merican r 

8/28 ar at Hanks Corners a sh dist s of Placerville, or 
Hangtown. • We vbn 169 days on the Road from Dowagiac Mich and 
v tvd 2516 ms 2 of r oxen that we left Mich w out of 6 got 
through - Hiram Spencer got thru s 3 oxen and a cow 
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8795_9 CALIFORNIA LETTERS OF WILLIAM GILL written in 1850 
to his wife Harriet Tarleton in Kc:-: tucky. ed Eva Turner Clark 
1922, ny 

•• m.HT 1846 in 47 to Lexington.. /see Eldredge HISTORY OF CA 
she to Ky while he to Calif in 1850 - letters from Lexington 
to wife re pr~ps for departure -but no letters to show the 
route taken to Calif in 1850 - letters from Scarrnaneto and 
elsewhere in calif 

He returns home in 1852 via Ithsum to Ky, return to·Lex w 
wife ad son~-- return to Calif 2/23/53 arrgg f sale of house; 
prch 3 yoke oxen. • sta::ted 4/6 w free negro Va.rda:man Bullard. 
tvg w 3 other t:Rar:mx:x: wg_s Vm and H had riding hrss; while ridg 
ahead of wg 3d day out John Taylor, 6 fell out of wg and was 
run over •• painful but not killed •• IFkept a diary, theitems 
bg all too brief but sho,-rs route, time, etc. 

Overland Jin 1853. P- of Harriett Trleton Gill, pp 35-38 
of 43 

April 6 lv Lex' 
9 wg ran over John •• cat Lone Jack 13 Lone Elm 

1~ Coon Creek 15 c Wakeerusha 17 Brush c 18 Kaw River 
23 c Black Ver::.;}ilion 26 cross Big Blue 

/most e tries only one line 
May 4 PR 5 passed FKy 11 Mr 1i·Talton ~la co k a B 

13 /longest entry/ tvd about 20 miles. 1:,Te left SP early in the 
morning, passed over Ash Hollow, and encampt a mile and a.half u 
NP. Mist and rain all day G- at night very rainsy and stormy 

1 7 CR rained all day - snO"i-r in the evening 
18 Tvd about 20 m and encampt by Scott's Bluffs. Passed 
Rubydoos Trading Post at noon 21 Fort La,aramie 

29 IR 3d June Pac fie Springs 7 GR 
Hams Fork Thomas Fork Raft River Goose Creek 

6/25 HR last entry July 1 
/husbands illness plus desert doubtless put diary out of H1 s 

mind. We do know that the tr was the first to cross the Trucke 
e Rand pass that year and that a heavy snow fell imrned afterw 
delayg the fog trai s for weeks. It was July 20 whe .·. they rec 

the Sierra Valley in Ca 

\I ,, 
I\ f("' 

227652 LUZENA STANLEY WILSON 49er: memories recalled years la 
ter for her dgtr Correnah Wilson ·wright introduct o'-., by Franci 
s g~ Farquhar illus by Kathryn Uh'.l ~ Eucalyptus Press, 
Miffs College, Califor 1937 611pp 

/ 

sig no only for vividness of t he portra a l ut f the c ,rcu 
mss that led to preserv oth stor · . In 1881. dg tr convalescg fr 
serious illness. • :Mrs. 1:.r recounted her exper and dgtr wrote 
t hem dOi-m in longhand. Years 1!3-ter they we~e ~yp e -n·i tten and 
bound copy given to Mills Coll_ege 111. husbana Mason Wilson• 
she 28 at ti.roe of j ~ Two children came wi th them 
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log cabin in Mi, 2 toddling babies. • sell r section c-ow 
w us across the continent, giving milk thr out, live to s 
serene old age /no dates, no mileages, straight narr/ 

1st day to Molt, ferried over in the twilight to IT here 
cmmenced my terrors Indians but no whiz of bullets or arrows 
asked to join the Independence co, w/ banners and brass band •• 
They set back word they ddn;t want to be troubled w women and 
children •• r tr csistd of 6 wgs but we were nv alone~ As far 
as the eye cd reach a thin cloud of dust markedthe route oth 
trs •• behind us, like the trail of a gr serpent, it xtended to 
the edge of~ civz •• The tvrs almost all men, but there was a 
chivalric spirit 

Ntli~but actual exper 1 give an idea oth plodg, unvaryg 
monotony, the vexations, exhaustive energy, throbs of hope, the 
depths of despair, thru ch we livd 

ford P w wg~beds/ on blocks 12 or 14 in~hes th ck to rais 
it out of th watr, some oth me astride the oxen, some of them 
in water, and all~goading the poor beasts, we started •• The wat 
er poured intothe wg and floated off some our moveables ••• 

wg behind us stuck, sank slowly. They went out of sight inch b 
yinch, and the water rose over the moang beasts. 1:,r. o a struglJ 
they disaprd beneath the surface •• no ripple to mark where a 
lonel. man parted with all his fortune. 

In contrast, the NP a turbulent steean1; • huge sycamores 
er felled and pinned w wooden pins into the sernblane of a raft 

·we freq met men who had give up the strugl, and w blanke 
ts on their backs were tramping home 

saw men buried w/o formality of a funenral - shivers 
in the desert/?/ came on I Co •• found 2 moaning in the 

starlight for death -to relieve them fm torture. They called me 
an angel • and begged my f org ve ess 

the first man we met was GO mi a.bove Sac. • had ridden 
ahead, bought a fresh horse a d some new c.hthes. .The sight of 
his white shirt revived in me the languishing spark of womanly 
vanity •• I felt embarrassed, drew dovm my ragged sunbonnet ov 
my sb face, and shnank from observation. My skirts were worn i 
rags; my sleeves hung in tatters; my hands brm-m and rurd;the 
soles of my shoes had t long ago parted company with the uppers 

almost dusk of last day of September, 1849 that we recd 
the end of our j in Sac lose $10 gold piece given for bread 

on arrival .looked at stared at as at a strange creat 
,,,.,,o ,,.,.,...M ,-.l ""--n;,,...c., h-h..f ,...._ ,,... ____ ,!l _,...,.__,,_,.:J .,....._,...,._, ~-,:T4' --
1.A..&.. '-1 Q..1..1.\,,L -:;)-l.~C-1.-'..L.l..1,Q uo.u•vµ ,l-'0.~t,Jc:;U C...LUL.UJU,J.J.UVV..LLt .. Y-Lc:;'CI• • 

pp 1-10 of 61 pp 
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288693 THE HALL FAMILY CROSSING THE PLAINS, by Margaret Hall 
i•alker;with materjal collec by Shirley Falker. pp by Kiboee 
&. Son, SF, 1952 (135 copies) 

Marshall, Texas to San Diego 

Winthrop Ke.noe and.Saddle 1863 

Sawtelle, THE HEROINE OF 849 

zilch}· 

fict on: 

32972 Cahrles Alson Messiter. SPORT AND ADVENTURES Al"iONG THE 
NORTH AMERICA INDIANS. London, 1890 pp 105-1:63 of 368 pp 

I retd such pleas memories of my vis t to the prairies in 1862 
that I det to go again; so I left England in June 1866 intendg 
to hunt during the summer on the prs of Ks 

to St. $ Joseph:rs Mo •• put outfit togehher, r_ Lt wg 
2500 M'.& I had 2 horses each, and two hired me . in wg: 

to FK, but mainly a lot of bull.l 

IThL 27519 Lydia A. Rudd (Morrison) d of ov j f St J to Burling 
ton Oregon May 6 Oct 27, 1852 

distinct 
l ' l:Sather bound booklet c 3 x 5 original inked, neat/script 

acq from Mrs. T. A. Young, 1963 

\ Notes by the wayside en route to Oregon 

~ 6./6 1852 left the Mr four long j across the wild uncultivate 
// plains. • ½m d: ~ rv lay a stbt stuck fast on a sandbar. Still 

further down lay the busy vlg of StJ lookg us a good-bye 
t---· 5/7. • Wolf River toll6 bi ts , , 5L9 met man who was gg bac 

)_ k he had buried his wife this mg she d:...ed f tom- the effect::; of 
measels 50 wggs on Vermilion creek 5/11 measels and choler 

I 
5/11 sev take back track for the states homesick I presume let 
them go cpd on Nimehaw the most beau spot that I ev saw •• 

5/13 man with wheelbarrow- for Calif, a dutchman •• 5/14 
'-- 4 packers digg a gr, cholera morbus •• a sad sight •• at BB a 

small log cabin nd a few rods of fence, prob the ferrymans hous 
we forded and savd r money. • on the bank stood a dray 1-ri th 5 m 
en harnseed to it bound fr Calif •• 3 m grs 

5/15 pasd today where the road from I comes into this It 
seems alive with men and stock lg drove of sheep •• sick myse 
am· tryg to st up a few minutes to keep up my memorandum 

1--- 5/18 Henry andI crossed off the sick list this mg •• our 
-- men look like negroes •• dust from wind /gives mileages .•. 

t---- wasp stung me on back of neclc and it pains me so I cannot write 
~ - any more - - wolves keep me awake all n ght 
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5/20 men gg back vg bn robbed of their hrss by Is and one 
of their co killed - 6 agai st 150 Ps 

5/22 met a long tr of traders from FL w loaded~ waggons 
5/23 to PR 25 m fm the B to th i s stream dead level 
5/24 Reached FKey. • It is q_ui te a place for the wilderness 

There r 5 lg frame bldgs. The barracks r mad of brick some 
cabins of log and some brick. cd one m west of f 

5/25 we er so near the F last nite that we heard them call . t 

I 
roll and beatg of the drum. The v got one of the Es locked up 
in prison~ about a m w oth f he quarreled w one of his men ·: & 
knifed him the man that was hurt got oack tothe F some way & 
the Capt sent out s ome so l diers and brat the gentleman back. t 
wounded man is in the hospital. They do not lmow whether he 1 
recover or not 

They told us there was a gr rush across the pls this sum:Tr 
They said 2 ,000 teams passed averagg 5 folks to a team, so gras 

i short • • we ventured to ford the Platte (2 ms wide) for the 

1

1 sake of better grass. • me find more wood a d grass, repa d for 
This is the council bluff road. The most of the Eion on this r 
is behind . . 

5/31 handsome boiling spri ngs 6/2 sandhills and heat 
struck north fork yesterday 6/3 pass 4 grs all died yesterday 
6/4 3 new grs today 6/6 a deaf & dumb man did thi s mg a few 
rods fm r ca.mp name and pla.ce of residence we cdn learn for he 
was too sick to write we found him lyg by the side oth rad 
,,T/o a person near that ever saw him before 

6/7 we passed 3 persons this mg that their c said was dyg 
also iP a new gr 6/8 left rs ck man and his wg and co behi 
nd this mg had a g day for tvg cm 18 miles •• all day in sit 
of court or castle rock • • it is 8 or ·10 miles when we get op 
Also in sight of CR this curiosity also on other side oth rv ,. 
Ive much regret not b a l e t o e erer view of these rox 

penc _ or cha~coal ket ches of CRR and en // 
this is a v ewof - . at 8 miles O nearl 7 opp C :1. 

6/11 tvd all day in fullv ew of scots bluffs and they r 
the most intrstg ofanything that I have seen yet I .was delight 
w the view from where we v encamped I cdn-:describe them if I 
shd try they xtended f miles lookg like a ciey of _rui.'Yled castl 
es churches towers mo uments assuming all shapes and forms th 
ey r of white limestone towerg to the he ght of 2 or 300 feet 

CH a.nd Crs r cuss on acct of their standg out alone (these bl 
uffs r a multitude of them cpiled together much rn _- intere s t g t 
me than tho& were -- an I lodge opp./!/ 

The team that .we left i-ri th the sick man has overtaken us 
Mr. Chit wood died the next day after we left them 

6/12. 5 new grs nd a camp where one man was dyg 
6/14 reach FL this .eve where the south fork empties into 

the nf oth main P •• it looks quite a lg villg fm here I shd 
thikrit -was much lrgr than K There r sm ve lg bldgs that I c 
see fm here Is moving thick, make my pony nervous 

6/15 Henry & 3 more of r t rain s.re sick 6/16 no move tocl.a 
6/17 yg lady in another tr diedlast nite and the other cnn 1 liV 
but a few hrs longer s sters - fa t her sa wif e, brother s and 
others in his family

1
all died prev 6/ 18 s t ill cnn ~ove, the 

heat intolerable 6/21 Yg Mr. Girtman d 4 oc 6/ 22 sm of r 
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wggs v gone on today they cd not wait any longer for r co 
R sick no better 6/23 Mr. Girtman /father?/ died last nite 
he last left a wife w o any relatives 

6/24 about 10 ms w rs ck boys today nd I think they .r a 1 
-,_ betr 6/25 so anxious about the sick that I cannot write any 
6/26 Stoped by a train w a doctor t6 v r sick ones doctored 

7 /2 farewll to the P poison sp and w llow spr 
7/4 day of our nations jubilee of liberty hit Sw 
7/5 IR /she does not capital ize/~// I pres me there are a 

milion of names :rrote on t his rock saw my husbands name that 
he put in 1849 dg. surpassed a1zything that ever I saw 

7 / 10 Straw-berr ,. creek /evidEmtly the sick are well or betr 
7/ 12 cross summit of rms take desert route, snake is, 

swap hardbread for gooseberries 7/16 GR 
7 /5D Our sick men are some better this mg ple ty ofI Ce.llrs 

steep hills and musquitoes thick iix7/26 Thomas Fork 
7/29 Soda spring 7/30 at Stbt springs a M settlement 
8/2 pass FH a few coon bear and wilf skins and 2 or 3 dobie 

huts comprise this place 8/3 forded Snake r 8/4 Arn falls 
8/8 raft river 8/13 one of r me shot at by Is but no hurt 

8/14 left the rv for the desert 8/15 upper er ss g of S 
8/16 passed the lower ferry 5 mi after lvg the other 
@/ 28 along Snake yet cross Owyhee r con Malheur 
Fort Boisse this mg, on opp side oth rv 8/31 Burnt 
no more grass problems? 9/5 Powder rv I am sick 
bowel cplaint 

passed 
River 
w the 

9/10 grand ronde va via the worst and most rocky rd yet 
blue mts uraa.tilla 9/18 pass agency 9/26 reach Columbia 
9/27 to Deshutes, fery $2. pw 9/29 to TD ,-rhere they ship for 
Oregon down the rv, other road lea.dg to Cas.cade Mt we v ccdd 
to cross the mts •• 2 or 3 weeks wait at TD 

10/ take the back tre..ck acc·t srww 10/4 be.ck to TD 10/5 
Is v war dance 10 /6 eng pasg d Cw Is left r wg tb shipped 
after the rush is over - holds 17 w bg lay by acct wind 
r frail bark -- threatnd again w winds, barely make it to s}j.or 
lay don in sand in r wet clothes -- rr to stbt landing -
stbt left, take flat boat :_· m wind -- no resume by wg??? 

10/lt: Oregon City - on to Salem /prob packed in 

Rudd, Lydia Allen (Mor·cison) Dgtr of Asa Morrison of 
Pokagon, Mich, b. 1/21/28. m··· Hnery Lindsey Rudd 11/13/47 
Settled at Peoria, Ore, where they stl lv in 1881 

fromLeonared A. Morrison, THE HISTORY OF THE MORISON or 
l<i.OmnsOir FAMILY, Boston, 1880 pp 98 an 117 
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BIOGRAPHY OF RICHARD HAYES l1lCDONALD w com~J] inwnts of.-
Frank V. McDonald, Pa:s-j fie Be.AA, SF 1 38L Ca.-C._,t,,....-U r,""1.-L-, 

swi 4 
b. 18,..,0 in 1840 visit cousin n St.Joseph •• to BJ uhere the 
only occupant and owner of a business house was a Fr named 
Roubadoux,who had lvd there a nu of yrs as an I trader, who 
was at that time st 11 engaged in that occ. He was moving arnd 

in an old, red flannel shirt, his trousers strapped arou Jd his 
waist, on his head a slouched hat, and so tanned and weather
beate it was diff to tell hether he was a white man, a mulato 
or an I. His estb csisted of -. log cabins ,one or m of ch er fil 
d w furs. • in the other bldgs i· ere stored provs, trinkets, a.nd 

sup
4 
lies for the Is, chiefly -rhiskey, tocacco and liquors. Th 

old man seemedtb a ve energetic) enter~isg, shr rr bis mgr. He 
was fam ·w the several r i2lect .. s of I l anguage, a.n 1 was hiGhl:; r e 
spected by all the natives 1ilio dealth whim 

Around and back of these cabins was a nu of' Is, nen, women 
~li:r:emcx lyg pn _ the gr w thei l' faces to th s1m, some of 
them humg an outlandish, nondes cript kind of tune, and all of 
t h e10 patting their stomachs, "rhich was, as Richa rd soon learnd, 
an ev dence of their vg had a. g meal.:_and their way of·showg 
their api)rec of it. They er the Is who had brot d their durs 

x:kxtHID,ffbvtNa~oth~ ~lfi!~eomotEeairma d:wr.Jb'llrlln~±rlg 
Leaving Nauvoo,. under pressure in l 847 moves to Prairie du 

Rocher, Ill., a Fr vlg at the foot ot the bluff on the G:r .Am Rtm 
In 49 Dr •. McD afflicted w th ague, despite lucra tv practic 

Qln a day in March with Wm Henri on hrsbk to SIL .. Ctra ctd f or 
teams to meet him on MR •• Up rv by steamar •• in camp (?) , a 
month too early •• estimates of 60 days be cm 4 6 months, pa 
rt with hired help, sell:Loutfit except f or pony 

Hears of Turner & Allen P~oneer Trairr. t o· tr o:f surin -
wagon carriages, well-seated and handsomely f itted up, fee ~~200 
Found is cposed of 25 01' 30 wgs, but ever place enga ed ••. b 
put in applic for a :x~r vacancy. • cholera removes one, bro -. 
returns home, spots taken by Dr.HcD and Dr . cm Swi f t, lier mayo 
of Sac. k :other pasgr was Lbuis Sloss, later of SF and Alaska 
fur monopoly 

Bf tvg 20 days ev wgs overloaded. • o:f IB5 psgrs, 42 ded 
bf reachg .Calif, nearly all._of cholera •• Capt .Tohn Turner, in · 
chrg, sk Dr. McD to act as physic an to the teaJTisters. • the 
fearful raYages cau.sf:')d hj_s s · rvices tfr in almost cstant demand, 
ditto Swift 

The best class of citzs Ca has ev reced wer those that 
went in·11849 ,1850 and 185Li. • v always bee careful in, affiliat 
g -:.r later arrivals 

Whenev it be ev that cd' o a pati ent ra s hopeless', he was 
left in camp, w some one to watch h im until he died, whe the at 
tendant d care for his remairrs, then mount h i s horse nd overtak 
Us. wraped in blankets, board, rrames in pencil •• the 2 drs, ex 
pectg to be taken:, mad arrgs w th survivor ut .• 

McD and Sloss det to lv tr. At FL the tr recd g r ass i s t 
from the garrison •• food, shelter and kind l y care, new lease o 
life •• by this time began to pass the vanguard oth E part~es, 
for its lighter cvenaynces mnved much fast er t ~an the h eavi~ 
horse ad oxteams •• cholera grad disappeared in Black Hills 
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/swift also/ 
McD ad Sloss/det to purchase extra stock from Es and pack 

to Ca. • swapped w 2 for seats on the train:. • acq 6 horses. . 
l_eft T & A train, and rapidly passed all other ahead of all tea 
m Eion •• togehter they entrd Sac~eti'l.qcccc. 

applic of 2/ 3 rules t osettle disputes -band of 3 
/ editor really mi xed up h ere/ Incrossg the SP they barely escp 
w their lives, not bg abl e to swim, (except for Swift) •• worse 
trs at NiP cr ossing, finally disc toll bridge 

B •• when frightnd and stampeding they moved in one direc 
'I the regulairi t y of a 1.- trained army. Whatever was bf them 
t hey overran and destroyed; and hardl y a relic of the victim tr 
ampld underfood d remain~ 

overloading - get thru s ·: their lives -- furniture andhh or 
naments, flour,canned meats, bacon, books, cookg utensils and 
stoves. In •nearly ev case they er neatly arrgd·" by the roads id 
with signs @Help yourselfn etc. 

terrible. sand-wastes of the IDT - danger s of m,reiis, no bo 
toms to holes -- dgrs of hot springs at HSink party bore to 
rt and crossed SNmts to the bea Truckee Rv -- exmnine evidence 
at Donner Lake, bones oth unfortunates - they l.eft the smnmi ts 
and came down into Steep Hollow rn2ar Nevada City on July 1 8 

ID1 16760 Susan Parrish 1650 with Oatmans via SW 

460 reproduced fm the HEHli..ntington L~brary Copy 
A TRIP ACROSS TI-IE PLAINS IN THE YE.AR 1849 w NOTES OF A BOY.AGE 
TO CALIFORNIA BY WAY OF PANAMA, also some spiritual songs %c 
by Mrs. Martha M~ Morgan. SF 1864 

left SJ~for Ca via SL 5/24 5/25 passed S-avannah, Nodawa 
R, Little Sarkey Rand Big SR 6/1 Linden, ct seat of Atchison 
6/3 crossed the Shnabotany 6/7 psd Cainville 6/8 ar Upper 
Ferr Bayou 

7/2 crsd MR 7/4 enc IT - Omahaus Is, near r, a cit blt 
of logs by the _ s, ctaing sm 7 or 800 hss, or rather hovels , 
all deserted 7/ 6 Elkhorn R 7/10 Crosd ER in o hrs 40 min w 
65 wgs 7/11 Lliberty Pole, bodies of dead Is, kd in oatt.le -

7/18 up Loup fork, ser i e s of stampedes~ .catl chained tog. 
nd er lit pil ed up in heaps, some w broken legs, sm w horns bro 
ken off, 2 :men badly hurt. • thr the day had 6 or 8 stampedes. 
we then septd them int o squads of 10; d .ring this operat on I 
think I saw the tracks of the !!big elepban t." 

7 /19 c ·- on LPF, near Pvg 7 /2r_ Loup Ferry; thru the day._ a dr 
aft of 30 men from the One Run :r-eri examinedthe for ing 7/22 
l ay in camp w-aitg for Al red l s Fifty 7/23 cross LF 7/25 
antelope kd by t he Ten ahear of us 

7/ 28 enc op GI , gr Moses He l e from Wisc 7/29 gr Capt Gul 
ly and one of his men., capt of the Hundred that started 4 wI:=s 
prev 7/ 30 psd FKy ch lies ab 6 mis, on GI •• pdogs as thick 
as grasshoppers . . 

8/2 fi"Bst day gratified by the sight of RI suppose we saw 
1,000 • • 8/3 a gr of the Hawk Eye Co, Haggard - 8/4 m-mers cam 
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for the catl we had found. They belong to Capt Owens' co of 
gold-diggers .from NY and Wisc; they lost them durg a severe str 

8/5 recd intL. that England had sent 60,000 troops ·to Calif, 
and as many mora toMexico •• ~kunk Cr, meet 5 wgs gds on their 
return home, ss of the river · · 

8/7 up NBranch. • vbn tvg among the Sx s nc.;e ·we left GI. 
Their ct extends from IR //acct brisk, business-like, no 
sentimentality// had a dance 8/9 Bluff Creek 8/11 pasd 
Cedar Bluff 8/12 religious meeting first since started 

8/14 passed .AH ss, a d the bx Lonely Tree ns · .• wmn in· 
another train diedof wounds recd in stampedes · 

8/18 meeting of the One Hundred, cald b Capt Taylor. The M 
quarreled like fiends •• met Brother Babbi t;i{/ from SL 

8/20 saw 29 govt wgs pass dmm ss, fran FT; t hey h ad Kith t h 
some unfortunate g lddiggers, one crazy an 7 and sev cri1l d b 
bg in a stampede •• cd opp CR, qui t e notorious 8/ 21 cop S s, 
appear like so ma~r fortif cations, f m 1 to ~00 fe e t hi 

8/24 new tp, 15 rn e FL 8/27 crossed n0rth br oth r a t FL., 
Here stands an old Fort, called FJ, blt by the Western Fur Co; 
it is nearly torn down; Laramie Fort is built one m up LR, a 
beau place for a town. Here the roads fr I, FLv, Saint J; CB 
and Arkansa river cane together 

8/31 now in BHs. Capt Snider and myself had a 1 quarrel; we 
are now on the Crow IT 9/1 left Sam Snider a d jd Geo Sniders 

team 9/2 Mr. Campbell and 2 others red from G Smiths camp, 
w the express from SL, and drew on our party for horss and prov 
9/6 f rd PR 9/9 Saleratus Heads IR, notorious for size n 
a gr cury. I presume the names of more than 3,000 people recrd 

9/15 old Zabriskie and hi~ wife had a trmendeous fight 
/she goeshuntinJ 4 ad a sh ot ail! an antelope, missed him, but ltd 
some rattlesnakes / /// 

v/20 P OT an d Snake f{ Ict _ 9/23 Govt tr 30 wgs, loaded 
w corn, and bound for Bear R, under Capt Reed - 9/~5 G"ij. went o 
huntg excursion, kd 8 ducks 

10/1 FB, found Capt Bing spirits, a frank, open-hearted 
mteer. He is a Virg by birth, has lvd in rnts for last 28 yrs; 
he has visited the States but twice. He has a squaw or sev of 
them for a wife •• 1 m, I ca,.'Ylp, with 6 or 8 Frmen 

10/12 landed in the v of SL 

4/22/50 left GSLC •• on road to California pp. l11-2ll 
7/3 in+n +h~ ~igginqq 1n PlRR~Rn~ Valley 

pp 1-14 
pp 22-26 

by? after 
of Ohio, •• at 

Of 31.l 
notes of a voyage to Calif by way of Panama 

poems, certifi.cate of death of Jesse Morgan, 
Sc City •• kd 8/14/50 vg 2 wounds, age 45 
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6218 Clayton Keith NONONONO -
.JT. E. C~rstarphen, MY TRIP TO CALIFORNIA in :,49 /ed by 

Clayton Keith , Louisiana, Mo. 1914 paperback 8 pp 
b • .. 1/22, q 182B:-- Mo. Ralls ct. , school teacher 2L on 1/2 

49. jcninelfu by brother John /.James'// and cousin1 .John Kelley 
trio lv 4/11.w 12 others, 4 wgs from New London v,a. S.J 

to the Sutter gold fields •• some others identified 5 wgs 
May L .crossed MR •• · 5/7 they broke camp reach Sac City 9/5 
never stopping more than 1 night on the same cg gr 

nour tr took the norther rt to .FH, hence we passed away 
n of SLC •• cross some streams by d smantlg r wgs and mkg boats 
oth wg beds -- wgs dmm mts w th ropes 

11We went to mini .... g at Deer Creek, Nevada •• netted about 
l~OOO dols each •• arvd SF Oct 51~ tickets via Panama 

Acct of his return home SF November, 1850 •• 3 of 5 to 
cholera. Brother Robert d Richard Davis d .Ja~es EC lingered 
for 5 days and recovered. He was simply very stout ad rugged 
and si ply wore the disease out, w th the aid of homeopathic tr 
The 3 survivors, Kelley, .John Davis, and .JEC to Panama etc. • 
to NO by way of Havana 

We er cpeld tocarry r gold in the: form of nuggets andsut 
dust in. buckskin sacks unt 1 i-re cd exch it for coin or currency 
goleit.hethNOomi ~mitlkingthamee aieRBgeia toxfflii20::xttxS~A"WRxx~xnx~ 
at e ther Nm or SL -- Steamer Alexandria to SII. • sold r gold 
at the old bkg hs of Page & BAcon., at $16. an ounce and took 
steamer for Ha.nnibal, stage coach to New London, arrved home ju 
bf Chr stmas 1851, vg been absend 2Lmonths ????? 

/here reverts to 3d person/ 

23743 CALIFOR I AS I SAW IT by Wm S. MCollum MD Bififfalo, 185 
O fr001 Lockport o Calif, gg ad returning~ via the Ithsmus 

66905 THE GREAT CALIFORNIA TRAIL IN 1849: WAYSIDE NOTES OF 
.AN ARGONAUT,by A.JC McCall. reprinted from the STEUBEN COURIER 
Bath, NY 1882 86 pp 

- to the editor: Nothg but ur earnest nd persistent solicta cdvr 
induced me to furnish u f pub the carelessly written and almost 
illeg notes kept by me on my ov trip in 1849 •• no material fa.c 
or figures benefical to sci or history •• crude observatio~. B 
g wo guide-booksor charts, they er of use tous in keepg r reclro 
ning while crossg the interm plains •• by notg da ;ly r pt of 
departure,and nu of miles tvd day by day, as measured by the 
via.meter attd to one of the wgs, we cd, by a system of dead rec 
kong, such as sailrs use at sea, det proximately r pos & prog. 

I left Bath w .James Read 3/1449 arv SJ!4/25 •• from ~uch 
di ngy stragglg tor,ms •• er launched i mmense fleets of wg-ships, 
prop by 6 or 8 yoket of catl . 

Caravans f L. to 20 teams. Buckey es and Hoosiers the Suck 
ers an d Pikes Tolverines and Gophers we ~e largely in t he ascen~ 
ant •• variet of types •• ludicrous prep •• The mule ,r/all hi 
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apparent stupidity, is ev a dry humorist. He likes to see his 
rider w his feet uppermost sticltng in the mire, and he lmowshm,r 
to get him there •• No circus cd furnish n al f h e t. 

( ~ ----~ esp1. e 1.n · r u ries to 1 e quite l i ter.ary - f'lmrnry 
;>o r et oricaJ._S&:hapter JJ} 

( Ch apter I,r st 4/30 ~xtensive narrative rambling~ about 
in tmm, cholera inroads uments ch eaters 

e sun rose bright and c ear, e 
the grass is spr ngg and all the world is love 
he rude not r . . crus ea as e c orn, a agree 

) 

with other cos tore'1dezvous at Iowa Mission~ They had prev eng 
an old ancd celeb I trader, one Antonio Rubedeau, as guide. It 
was said he .was gg out w his family nd db of g serv ce t o us . 

5/3 organize our 4 man mess 5/5 .// auotes poetry . • 
to Savannah 5/6 long lines at the ferry 5/7 the f erry a 
crazy flat boat Jn by a Charon wi th long unkeill) t hair, etc •• I 
org help to speed things up (the craft towed up by rope w oxen, 
and then w aid of oars and current shot over tothe landing plac 
(Anglo-Americans t ake to orgd effort w -ron r-l erul instinct 

5/ 8 Exhu erance •• grave men becam e boys again 
5/9 dam up a t 1, oll Creek, build pont oon , br idge 5/10 gr l enths 
to describe the IoJa Mission 5/9 wait f or· R •• visit cos in 
r naborhood, bearg highsoundg titles, .thor ly orgd, wearg flash 
g uniforms and fully equipd in true mil style, vg baners and 
music 5/12 r coo 125 men 35 q wgs com desig Robidaux Train 
Ohio men name captain; Wisc the campmaster and NYs, wagonr,1;:;.ster 
Capt Kin g of Dayton O an offc in Mesican war fi r st pos. • vote 
agai st Sabbath stops •• 1 go on w/o R. 

5/13 roll out •• some crack city cos, with burnished bra.n 
ds and glittering sabres -- corraL in horseshoe form 

_ 5/15 news that guide cmg by forced marches • • he reaches 

) 

r enc. • had been told of R fami .J_y, but all that seemed to be 
w him was a son, a lad of 18, slightly dusky in: hue, a hors and 
a dog, w the driver of his team •• a tall, ge teel lookd persg, 
a desc o on oth old Fr voyageurs in SL. He had been all his li 
eng in the I trade, once had a tp on one oth branches of GR, 
had jnd sev times tothe Pacific. He bore the sobriquet of the 
11 Pra1 rie Wolf." He was dang wounded at the batL of San Pe.squal 
durg the Mexican war. • We er to pay him _ one dollar and a half 
each, one half down and the bal at tne end oth j 

Chapter V , ___ gs (/ 
5/16 5,Ll 7 / . aphilosp er and na ure lover yet • ma r of' N 
imeha. I never laid ~es on am charmg place, trees and stumps 
cvd w names -- B skulls as lying js, lies and rude rhymes 

5/21 cross BB 5/22 returnees take letter, q_uoted in f1Jll 
11 The road is finer and smoother than L1berty street, xeeyJt at t 
crossg s of sloughs and streams. • • T1The Doctor in his mess, 
known as the NY Dr •• returnees offer excuses w terrible store 
o privation and sufferg 5/25 to jc SJ & I rds •• meeting in 
the corral announced, cplaints of those at the rear 

5/26 te t w solitary female, stampede search_er;s. 5/27 m~et 
sm mteers under lead of a Frman w 2 ,,rgs laden w :B sK1.ns • TheJ 
left FL 21 days back· sm Es had reached FL bf h e left• He met 
thousands of wg s on'the road. His men a rough lookg set. The 
long black unkemut locks hung over their shoulders, and the r_ 
beards-er like a~B's mane •• bucksin • • but quiet ad gentle in 
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their manners as mteers gen are. Purch B robe for t}4. 
for a bed, equal tothe ve best mattress 

5/28 reach PV 5/29 FK. a govt post but lately estab . 
nu long, low bldgs princ of adobe, w nearly flat roofs; a lg 
hospital tent; 2 or 3 workshops enclosed by canvas walls; a 
sotrehouse cstruc in same maner, one or 2 long adobe stables, w 
roofs o brush, and tents for ace of officers and men •. 2 cos o 
infantry and one o dragoons. . under cmand of Col. Bonnerville, 
redoubtable soldier and mteer •• unable to v a chat 

5/30 P utterly worthless for naviga •• agree to rotate 
5/31 impos for w-m to maintai order of march •• The cow-trains 
pasd us nd attrac atten. The cductor wa~ a tall, lank specimen 
of humanity. He led a solitary cow upon whose horns was strapd 
a sm bag of rneall and on . her back his blanket, while i:m his hand 
he card a tint pail to milk her 

6/1--ib tge io babk, is tr from CHs and a l.bng line of' team 
seems tb creepg along like so many caterpillar .• . as if r trs 
er reflected fm the bosom oth stream:· 

6/4 the obligatory B hunt/ antelope instead/ lost/ track 
ed by wolf 6/5 cross s-fp. • Sx like Roman legionaries of 
Caesar. • the master spirits oth western tribes 

6/5 (Chagter IX) .AH on 6/8 •• the tr is here forced 
around the head of this ravine. The assent oth bluff is quite 
steep and diffic. • lg crowd scrambling u the hill, and a stlL 
frgr throng waiting their mot ons •• not less than 5 00 wgs in 
the line • • • mentioned 11 Dr. Read" 

6/10 srn Ms retg, had cnted 2800 wgs:~ .had specimens of 
virgin gold •• write letr again 6/11 E w skull crushed by 
wg wheel,lvg woman and children 6/12 we vbn waitg to see the 
grand Pioneer line of post caches, six in ,nand, dasli~b us 
no sign; did see buggy w 2 gmnJin black, shining silk hats, 
nd massive f nger rings •• CHR res Sterling Castle 

6 /13 visit CHR and CR 6/14 for SBs quotes (but does n 
give credit to) i•, . Irving 

Chapter a 6 / 16 remains of Fort Bernard 6/17 r old 
Robidaux tr pasd -r enc amp 6/18 FL, formerly knmm as Fort Fm 
539 m from FLV. .Fur c o had recently sold it to USG, nd the en
gagees of th co er temp enc nead the ford, vg just surrndr& the 
poss oth post tothe govt troops /?/, whome we found eng in pre 
for its extension and erec of addl quarters under Lt. Woodbury. 

The habitues of old Fort William er w ld nd rough lookg custo 
mers, so begrirnmed w smoke & dust that their nati nalties cdn b 
det •• take on :SEED dr. thrm-m ont ,by Scotsmen 

6/25 ccludd to cross P, at a teT,1po ferry est by an E, 
single wagon raft. • sold and re-sold • bot for f,7. . borrow ro 
pe. • The 2 heifers took the lead, but w th the freak.:Ihshness of 
their sex, whe half way over they turned around, and thus thre 
w the herd in cfusion·~. • sold to next comer for ~!;5.. . at fery 
below us, sev drownings. 

6/26 in Alkali region: Rocky avenu e 6 ;'. 9 IR DG 
7/2 t h e c el eb ic e mine 7/5 SP mt fever no tidings of GPL ne 
Either f r om fear or pre judi ce ag Ms l g propo of Es took the FR 
r oad (Gr een rood·' s cutoff ). • • e go t o the modern Mecca , t~ t es~ 
t heir hospi t ality •• gr JDDJE:E':E a r m- of t r ps o~ ~alker s tf~i 
a s sol f ootmen r des ,i gnat ed, s eems t gaing nu ctail • • pla 
scavengers. • 
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7/9 GR 7/14 FB to interview the usual form o pickets w/ 
lodgg apts and of cs of logs openg into a hollow square, str ge.te 
of tL~ber. On then nd ctin w th walls, is a str hi picket 
fence, enclosg a yard for a imals •• intord myself to the redoub 
Jim Bridger who recd me mosg cordially and repliedfreely to all 
my inquiries. drew for me a map on the rude. floor w char cal. of 
the gr basin. • cd reach SC in 500 m but advised old trail. . 
native of the Old D and about 50, tall, trim, ad straight as 
an arrow etc etc. 

7/16 Pegleg Smith by Pratt's Pass to GSLC and Golden Pass 
7/20 ahead .into SLC by horseback •• hospitality c ty of the 
Saints its topography water works tabernacle or temple a rude 
affair, a im ense c rcuiar shed holding 3,000, the Bowery •• 
services climaxed by BY tirad of cant, balderdahs and abuse .• 
e came dorm on the female saints savagely f their extravg and 
love of dress and finery •• perf stream of billingsgate pon th 
Gentiles.; • rude boys, moral training of youth neglected. 

7/23 our mess turn out to assist the Ms in raising the 
Liberty Pole for their gr celeb tomorrow, anniv otheir arrival 
in v :a: L-i 47. • i 1mtied t ogrnad picnic at the Bo1~ery 

7/24 the grand celebration, drums and trlllllpets •• thunder 
of an old iron piece brot back by M<battalion : proc 24 yg mnn 
in white •• no turmoil •• their indus try- and thrift rnrhty of pr 

s1ri tch to packing, but for one wagon, co of 7, (,4-r4_ quite 

ifallg off fm t h e old Robedeaux caravan) 
62- Humboldt 8/10 f.all in part of the .old Robedeaux 

train 8/16 refuse to take Las sen Cut- off (w a ven "ec.. n::: e, ace 
to frs rho f ollowed it) inferna l r e·gion s The Truckee -
c znnibal cabins Johnson Ranch -- Nicholaas at mouth of Feather 
River 9ji8 Sac City JR at junc of many trails leadg to 
Sutter's - The c ty was laid out like Phila in aquare block 
It ctained only L sizeable frame bldg, city hotel.; remg dwelgs 
er of cloth or wall tents 

The cow train and wheelbarrow man arrived all right. The 
GPLine broke dom on the Platte. Its psngrs, w/o means, eith2r 
rked or begged their way to the Pacific •• ev letr I wrote onth 
way ad commited haphazard to Ms, mteers, wayfarers and eve 
Uricle Sam's messengers, reached their destination 

41475 Elizabeth Lord, REHINISCENCES OF EASTERN OREGON. 
Portland, 1903 top~ 7E TD out of 255 pp 

In pencil: 11This is av for :my ow pr vate use" 
Ill. Father 'William C. Laughlin m1, Mary J':. Yeargain, 1840 
W 1 wg we startd on 4/20/50 /from Missouri/Schuyler Ct • 

crosd Mo at Old Fort Kearny (via Savannah and Oregon) 3 wks 
later terr roads// she born in 1842? small as I was I remembr 
crossing that ferry, and seeg O I, tho e d steal baby Re~ 
Frank. • old FKey a block house w· a few outbldgs 

Helper turns around •• try to avoid tra n of Cap!ain Burns 
had name of outswearg a y one on the road. • the plains wa 1;.n 
doubtedl , the most demoralizg place t he.n known, , encs of wlu te 
tpees, travois. Is er fine lookg and bad the app of wealth nd 
independence. They seemed ind ff to wh i tes. I t ho they er a gr 
sort of people 
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People crazy tohunt B narr escape getg overturned~ •. 
1-J"e boil r water 5/25 Fort Key /not a diary/// 
freq pasd old dsertd I vgs,csistg o poles on ch B hides stretch 
ed,and wickie-ups of bent willows coverd w earth. These er used : 
for fuel by Es, and er fast disappearg •• alkali dust a gr 
traia.L .• benefit of bg few in a co, as teams cd b strung out fa 
apart and not be smothered by each others dust 

crsd P about June 1 *ID w •• pdog vlgs •• mother kills one for 
supper not bad •• we all ll1 walked most of the tlme frorn choice; 
feel abused whe mother walked and I minded the baby 

cholera death of old man, thrown int owg. • next buried. • 
others terified and fleeg f their lives •• m st die in a hurry 

ab midle of June CH and CR •• near SB we passed a sm tp 
FL cross NP in wg boxes, ropes •• r c s cross only after mot 
her calls their names IR, to 1844 SP jc etc 

Beyond GR catle bloated, poisond ~ alkali oxdeal of getg 
bacon d their throats, fath r wante to kill etc FH about 
midl of August, blt of adobe on o Neuf R m alkali d strict, 
hands and feet rough and sore, ev ody burned as black as a whit 
person can get • • latr part of Lr j we chil had t g bare-footed 
as our shoes of cal skin hardn 'd, burned and shrunk until we cd 
n get them n: r feet. • r fee bore th tv betrn-: th hoof o cat:L., 
occ stone bruise and pricklYi pine needles 

skirt caught on king' pin; this threw me under the wheels 
the first one ran across my face, taking allthe skin-off •• 
the next one across my ~bdomen. Father and m both out in a mom 
ent xpectg to find a dead chi_:_d. I was badly hurt but the dust 
was so deep that it spftenedthe ,;~eight and lightened the load •• 
In a week or 10 days· · i was out again, but my face showed the 
scar for a yr or 2 : · 

Burnt river_. • rung fm imaginary Is after gr warning. . 
Powder r. • Father shoot salmon GRV, wealthy Is, blue mt, 
Umat lla r J6hn Day Deschutes to TD 

Arr October 4 •• decide to stay at TD •• land. unsurveyed; 
reserv of mil plo:st 5msq, camp in the center .• Crate's Point. 
log house •• TD a temporary post, to prevent men from deserting. 
Their leavg threw 200 men out of ernploynient 

REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD TIMER, by Colonel George Hunter. SF, 18 
87 Chapter I, pp 1-16 includes crossg the plains 454 pp 

b Claremont Ct, Ohio father Fm. My mother was a Mee 
k, 2nd cousin oth renm-md free rapper General JLI. • Durg i-rrnte 
~ 4a9father caught CGF nd starte w his family, csistg of mothe 
4 sons and 4 dgtrs, of ch I waste 3d in age •• loss of catl t 
murrain-·,nec his stoppg in Im,Ta. • :wo older bros sbtg & led-mng 

Spring 52 fatehr rigged up 2. t s 6 yoke catle ea, for Or 
plus doz cows. • wg boxes decked ove , for sleep, mm. tents. 6 
months supply of provs nd clothing •• jd by John Haligan, scho 
L teacher, small and delicate 
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At Ksvl~ ne CBs jd E tr 50 wgs f tedious 7 months j i ov 
the parched plains, burng sands an<i arid wastes. • na.w ace in a 
palace car in 9@: hrs ••• fo~ protec ag~ Is we orgd, chosing on, 
Smith of Bonaparte Iowa as captain of traim 

ferriedon stbt •• saying "evbody crune to Or in 52 11 nd ther 
bg an almost ctinus string for 500 mls, we oon had to drive a 
m or 2 from the rd for feed. • cholera f s r capt and many 
others to malig; a f ei-r shovelfulls of e r th nd. some rocks. . 
dug shallow g, baled out water, wrap blanket and a feather b 
ed, held them down in the water t the earth and stones er 
piled above them, the leadg away is 2 sorrowg sons •• For week 
s we er scarcely out of s tght o one or more buria.l parties 

quarrelsome Kent •• soon ter this incident r tr split up 
near FL •• fall in w McFarl d , Helen and step-mother •. she 
takes my arm whe v, returng . water to save the train - quarrel & 
split up • • Haligan an~. pull ahead to save prov is ions; that ·w 
the last time I saw an of the family for more than 2 yrs • • 
At .JDay rv met a~ up y train, from WV to relieve d stresed Es 

Lhtter part of -ov we reached the Dalles. .Father Mesplie 
prevailed on H · an to remain, and teach him English ; t:hus I 
was left to wanlier alone •• despite gr hardshjps Father and fa 
over Cascade mt to WV set near Corvallis • • I a 16 yr old dmm 
Columbia Ri--v'e r shores •• help drive Gatl despite dhills and fev 
er •• cheated by Adams. • kindly capta.ln take::: rne to Portle.nd 

ShEi.sta City Rogue River Vars - Montana Nez Perce Var etc 

40242 REi,uNISCENCES OF FRONTIER LIFE by I. B. Ha,mmond, 
Portland, Or, 1904 134 pp 

zilch l ater period 

Mrs. Houstoun: HEE:PEROS OR TRAVELS IW THE l!EfT 9 2 vols) 
London 1850 

zilch 

2G0126 PIONEERING ON THE PLAINS. 
THEOVERL.AJJD TRIP TO CALIFORNIA .. 
kauna, Wisc. 1924 

JOURNEY 'T'0 MEXICO IN 1848. 
copyright John McCoy, Kau 

Fog letrs nd d written by 4 t~ hros; J\lexander, Wm_. J6hn & 
Samuel F. McCoy. Alex a civil engineer, John a merchant and 1 
SF trader settle w an older bro Wm in I in: 1836 ,and 82.muel was 
lawyer and the g yngst o 3 bros 

Letrs written by J6hn A Johnson to his wife from I and the 
gms of Ca er given th editor by his son; • He also a yg lwyer 
from Ohio who went to Ca in (!Uest of gold and health;. • record 
submitted to late RGThwaites who advised its publica 

The selv revelations go . far to refutg the to~ prev notion. 
that the Argos er godl·ess, irreligious or irnmor,tall 

ALONG THE SANTA FE TRAIL IN 1848 by John McCoy 

PREPARATION FOH THEOV J TO CA IN 1849 start unumbered pagf,p 

~ 



Cincy We r yet in Cincy vgbn detained to get up a part of 
outfit •• 1 lv on steamer Bell of the West for SL Sharp & Card 
1-rell 1 fo w r wgs and gear. • Yest we had r Dagerrot :c pes taken 
at $1.50 and sent back tor wives -- 2 shots one in plain duds 
and one in full Ca rig, including revolving pistol, lmife, dirk 
and hatchet 

3/16 arr ST love to children and all /my c:ear wife, fog/ 
3/23 I Mo •• 12 mi fm IT, arvd here safely yest •. now out 

of reach of chol, in a healthy and beau town. • boardg w pvt fam 
now· decide to g w ox, no so much danger of rung a-way and Is 1-ril 
not steal as they care nothlng for an ox, but 1 steal a mule en 
ev they can. Oxn L require 15 more days on the road. • no more 
than 300 Cas here yet •• Sandusky Co changd their mind and lgth 
SP route w use •• Mo mules too yg, Spanish mules broken d01m 

/ev lived in Lower Sandusky •• much lovydovy re wf & chils 

I Mo 2 miles out 4/1 My dear Almira we gave up the id 
ea of buyg oxen on more mature delib nd we now purch thvebest 
mules the ct c afford, x~ paid more. • "1± sheedlt iron stove 
that 1 do everything 

I Mo 4/8 My dear wife: There r now 11D0 Cas in I, and the 
re r GOO at SJ - provs for 9 months •• !1y love to yourself dbld 
trebld shaken dm-m and ru_rming over. • Fidelity to each other e 
where and under all circums 

I 4/15 1500 here now nd ab as many m at neighborg points 
4/16 The Sandusky co anx for us tog w them, but Pe de 

clined. We also liked :r guide better tha theirs O Je.s. HeadO
speth, a ve cptennt nd noted guide. He has bn ; out f ·w Fremont. 
We shall v some 30 wgs and 75 to 10 men 

4/22 departr deferred acct cold weather •• nearly all hun 
ters and pilot superst ous about wantg to lv on.Sundays •• the 
grass problem •• Benjamin Headspeth •• discard B robe for mat 
tess with corn husks. • India rubber spread for the gr 

I Mo 4/23 cholera ln spread into the ct 
Enc 8 ms SE of I No 4/29 My dear wife: cholerB. still in 

to~n only A corres of St. Louis Republican here getg a list o 
all the Cos and the names of ea persons gg to Ca •• the paper i 
I is dg the same thing •• v paid to v papers sent 

April 30, 1849 / / / //In Camp 8 m SW I H2,:.7 1 • a. fr of rs 
William McCoy I 1836 has ctract to de1ver Govt supplies to FL S:. 
his tr l .. br back letrs fo the States •• Boren is writing to his 
wife. Some 1800 givt solds lv ST JrHay 10 for Bear R 

5/2 1,,:re r hitching up to start. Boren goes topo 
I Mo 5/3 /from L. E. B ./ My co• ,left uest mg, while I to 

po__; for mail. • ir Johnson in good heal th 
llme Elm 40 m fm I 5/3 •• t o expedite letter, I now cmen 

ce my Diary in the fog form: 
a 2 Took r j for Ca May 3 Boren still behind, he e.t 

I to bring up the mail 5/4 Henry J -~ Beeney of Ne -rark , Ohio, b 
uried frm bg run over by a wagon / lost from Headspeth 1 s train 

Ma 6/ Boren came up , Gallagher 10 mi back ,. ~ tl: H1 ~, let 
from wi f e, I thre my old Beaver up and let the prairie winds t 
ake it. • • 

Kansas River 5/10 Recd ur most affec letr by Mr. Boren .. 
all kinds of bugbear stories, i.e. my vg absconded "'1-T co funds 
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hills 
c v just crosd Kansas in safety •• prairie/appearing one aft 

er a other in the blue and smoky d stance like the waves of th 
ocean FKey 
1u&xbmti~ on the PR 5/23. sBnd a line while mules baiting •• 
No one unwell but nearly all w touch o diarrhea incident to cmn 
cmnt o j on pls •• the only thg counted foolish here is to be 
caught in a lg tr o 50 to 100 men; from 15 to 30 r cted self
suff ad most cos v split all up into sm parties •• sm w 1 wg a 
4 or 5 men •• scores with 8 or 10 men •• R<i lit filled for 2 wks 
tv ether way, probs to get out way or pass others •• the road 
is as plain and m tvd than the Maumee and Western Reserve Road. 

more than expected. At least 10,000 on the way -- sooo_ 
2000 ahead of us ••• ct m_val to look at than to occupy, as woo 
and water are gen defic. Your most affect husband •• 

THE DIARY OF S.Al1UEL F. MCCOY of Chillicothe outlining the O,F 
to Ca by the Death Route of 1849 

Takg brother .Jbhn' s outfit, '1-T which he had just ret frn 
Mexico over the SF rt,. Ileft I w bro Alexander. He had started 
fm Chillicot he Apr ilanrl w lg co left Cincy 4/19 for Ca gms 
/May 19, 1949j// depression. • yet we Jrl know there is one who 
careth for us etc. 

Bro Wms freighting for the Govt dv kept me employed for 
G or 8 mos but not ermf money. • if nothg else, a clerkship in 
SF Alex has ouite a co of his own and has attched himself 
to an excellent guide Hedspeth who has crosd the plains for man 
years and who has a force of his own to guard us fran hostile I 

As tosickness we v a gr adv in that we v Dr. Thompson o 
Chillicothe, OJ •• overtook the mule wg 20 ms out 

5j20 started at sunrise, after cmendg myself to H~s· care 
How beau r the prairies, etc. tr at Coon _creek, had to unload 
r wgs •• May the sins of this day be pardoned 

5/21 5/22 unwell, unable to sit, thqs of death, hopes 
oth future r painted in color mol~ roseate 5/23 pass Ba1Jtist 
Mission tothe Pottawottamies 5/24 Kaw Ferry, rv seemedto be 
nearly a third of a mile wid Sabbath 5/27 Read much in the 

>9Scriptures this day. Shall str:LY; m e~rnestJy !,n no g to ti:ioe 
about me 6/1 Grumblees can easily fmd material for cpla:mt 

6/2 lD m beyond the B the St. Joe Trace jd ours -- 6/4 
/'nooned at Wyethe 's ck •.• Sandy ck •. Est that Alex and I had made 
'--)28 ms. and his exner as govt survevor on Mo Prairie in. 1843 
fouth to make his ests ace 6/9 party of L traders en route to 

States nd x·changed greetings with them •• to PR 6/10 Hedspet 
critized for bg too slow a.:t1Q cautious, despite h s prev experin 

6/11 divide the company • • We cdno tv w either div w/ 
o off endg r frs, so went on our 01,m. • cd w one wg belong to th 
Pioneer train; 6/16 B·hunt 

'_), . 6/18 cross SF, m wide ( ~v love: ford 6/23 p2.ss thru 

~

AH 6/2'7 CR. Accordg to oll. plainsmen it cd fo rmerly be seen 
as far away as Ash Creek CHR o~ McFarlan's Castle 

6/28 locality where bluffs crowd river cd SoB, •• arel 

\

to turn from th. ots of what misery he must v endure9-: to 9t~rnpl1:3-t 
t he gr and imposi:ng spec of Nature ch had rea~ed this miI?ic c~t 

among the solitudes ofthe desert •• This -yaried e chanect basin 
offers inacc homes for the mt sheep and gr1.z:2ly bear 
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_ ) 7/2 FL r first sight of civ dwellgs since lvg the frontr, 
V and the place was more intsg to us than we were tothe inhabs .• 

- sent letters home 

) 
7 /12 M ferry. the Ms in charge er accdtg nri lg t favor us 

in all ways, ctrary to reports we had heard cncerg their suspei 
nd churlish char. 7/14 extinct volcanoes •. illow Spr ngs 

Here er buried many Ms who d ed while crosg the pls in '46, who 
se grs we took occ to visit, tho but faintly tb seen~ 

C'i / ) 7 /17 IR na.mes desirous of notoriety. • name from party tr 
V appers under one Thorp once spent 4th .I' at tht place 

7/21 the odious sage .ice spring 7/25 SP despite sublbn 
9/:......,....... visions of grandeur much depressed in s pirit 7/28 via S co-.:C. 

to GR, savg t days tvg Fontelles fork, Bear River 
,,----- 1/ 8/7 Soda Springs H edspeth' s cut-off •• passed a nu o 

faros who hd plnd to spend the winter in BRV nd tr w the Is resu 
_____,,_ me their j) in the spr. • acct their oz-teams v given out 

8/lili Goose Creek 9/1 Mary's rive~ (sees nothing rem 
arkable in intermediate scenery) 9/3 heard of Lassen's Trace 

·) as offerg a better and ~horter route. ~ take it~ the right h~nd 
road - Black Rock Sprrng - Great Boiling Springs - Mud Lake 
V - 9/22 ascend SN - Goose Lake - on man accid shot, another 
stabbed - Round V majestic forest, N Fork of Feather R -
Sac V - Lassen's Ranch Oct 20. The ranch is nothing but a mud 
house meat, flour and whiskey for sale at extravag prices •• t 
grr body of Es r still on the road, anrl there lo· immens·-,suffrgr 

Arr in cow 2 Wyandot Indian~ .. bro Elex ok too¢'.- praise 
the lord - Sac Ras large as the Ohio 11/26 Sac City 

notes include 1:t line itinerary - grades on the route 
to Calif •• i.e. from Platte to F Lav grade per rn 8 feet from 
Sw to SP agprn 14.7 feet 

letters from the California. gold mine 

J_ohn A • .Johnson, also has letters fran CGM that is a 
recap of his tr p .• says he sent letter from¢ FL~ but may 
not vbn reced. 

A , J ;TO LOWER OREGON & UPPER CALIFOlu'HA184 3-49 by Rev Samuel C 
Damon - SF, l~J27 

zilch . from Honolulu 

SIXTY Y><,AR~ 1---p CJ LII.,,ORnI . b i 
-~ J-', ~ .. ~ t 1 _ H A, y ,,rm Heath Dav s SF 1889 

zilch , 

HM<lli7f!i3 DIARY OF MRS. ALGELINE .JACKSON ASHLEY CRO SSING THE 
PLAINS IN 1852 typescript 11 pp. 

/' A JTwas m~ to 1-Tilliam Ashley in 1:-Iisconsin just bf they . 
started for Ca in spring 52. Mrs. A. was .22 yrs old. the firs 
and last parts of herd vbn lost -- and this part is a copy~~o 
that it has not bn verified and numbers esp r often uncert~in 

(San Diego Public Library) 
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out 27 days 
5/29 cd on P few m fm FL on ssr. We cd see it plainly fm the r 

the blds r made of Spanish brick •• The sxs r estab in thi 
pt oth ct; they keep a gr many horses, mules ad ponies fo 
sale and ask fran $100 to $125 for hand m, and frorr. 65 to 
75 for ponies •• fr traders and dogs •• they do not beg bu 

5/30 
5/31 

6/1 
6/2 
6/3 
6/5 

6/8 

6/9 

6/10 
6/11 
6/12 

offer to pay for anythi g they desire 
struck BHs, covrd w cedar nd Norway pine •• describes flow 
violin player has left, divide acct grass •• 11 gs yesterd 
8 today . • I rri te on my lap w the i•rind rockg the wg. rain 
I ride[lirsbac.k) ev other day . • hrs poisned from weed 
11- graves - ~ nical observ@_ioiii' 

G bridge 5 mi from the ferry 6/4 man sick w measles 
cd near the terry ·tof 11 the bags w water 5 gs 6/5 left 
P 6/8 ferried the rv in r wagon-bed, swrun the hrss. Ther 
is a bridge across but it is under water so that it is dif 
crossg $3. p~ssed near IR, many wigwams . 
new route, said tb shorter and fords the rv but once. the 
old road fors 7 x •• Greasewood, burns rapidly pass a tp, 
a_lg low hs w f ami l • wg near us selg brandy to Es 

tan an some orni t ho o • wagons join and unjoim 
SP •• s su_pp sed tbnear the twin mounds 
Breedlove w mt fever, dose of calomeL 6/14 4 2 gs 

'=tr~ 
c~ 

6/15 
6/18 

Ferried GR a new hs here for ferrymen nd sm traders .• 
ferry Hams fork 6/17 new road to avoid crossg Blacks fork 
FB •• 4 log hss nd an enclosure for hrss, on ss BF 
mosquitoes intol •• div gridge bet Colo nd GB 

6/18 
6/19 
6/20 
6/21 

Echo Creek •• wildest nd most romantic cross 8 - 9 x 
Ferry Weber R 6/22 mts •• Man named Shaw •• has tvd w us 
fr m New For t Kcarnc--:'" 6/23 thru city -of GSL handsomely 
laid out, strs r reg nd broad and a streains runs fm mts e 
of c, div des into 2 branches, passes thr1.1 the city into 
the outlet of Utah R, 3 m fro the city .• adobes •• church 
and council hs .• BY in lg adobe hs painted white, t ands 
to one side. • grasshoppers destroyg their crops. • we vbn 
47 da:7s from Hanesv l lle here •• v passed 47 gs fro FL. If 
this is ,-rorth readjng read it and show it to on_i one if 
you please. • getg along 1 nd vbn blcs w g hca.l th. 

Algeline 

f l....-1 I Cl , o I 

ID1 538 A-WOHANtS'TRIP ACROSS THE PLAINS 
MARGARET HAUN, WIDOW OF US SENATOR HAUN 

IN ~ BY CATHERINE 
OF CALIFORNIA •. 

ORIGINAL ms B½ by 11 f------------------
A 1loman' s Trip Across the Plains in 1849. The following 

43 pp was dictated to me by my mother, Catherine MH; and writte 
by me. Kate Haun jo2NJ!:ey: Dewey 

J"a.n 1st that of Eion to Ca. It was a period of na tional h ar 
d ti-es, Clinton Ia, pick up gold enough to pay off our debts • / I Hy h ealth not good, 4 sisters vg died, dr. advises chg of clima 

~<,.r> m h eal th was restored long bf the end of r j. • had been rnard 
but a few months •• romanticwedding tour 

./ Sm half doz ·· fams o r naborhd jd us nd prob 25 persons 
cstd r 1 band •• r own party 6 men and 2 wmn. Mr.Haun was cho s-e 
Major of the co, aftenmrds known by that ~itle ---~ 

') . 
L-·• L ~<.. c.,.,...j ,._~ 



' 
1 ~'=' 

HLL 48 

div of duties, bro Derrick •• 2 oxen nd 4 hrss selec to draw 
\r 4 wgs - 2 wgs fd w merch for~ sale at land of gold, never go 

1the gs across the first mt, mainly flour and alcohol - 3d provs 
. the 2 hrs spr'lng wg r bed room, driven by the Major - wardrobe 
wedding trousseau to impress the gold miners •• dark woolen dre 
served me dur g the whole tr p 

quinine, lll:IEJIR bluemass, opium, hiskey and hartshorn f or 
snake bites and citric acid -- antidote for scurvy. A 1.,. of h aci 
mixed w sugar and water and a few drops of essence of lemon mad 
a fine sub for lemonade •• it was m t han 3 mos bf we er thorly 
equipd lv 4/24 cook resigns, I take over. vg bn reared in 
a slave st my culinary educ had bn neglected 

At end of month reached CBs - forming of cos --disc of facto 
rs of desirability in partners, minimum w & c r carv had a go 
many.wand c, they exerted a g influence 

Ident~iication of the other families and their outfits -
also single men, and character estimates - cod of gen regs O 
.I.ohn Brophy Colonel, vg servedin Blackhawk war -- ~ dscrip of c 
amp and tv routine -- no tv Sabbath if cg des, chores, ministr 
protem in center, no disrespect 

4 daysto org co of 70 wgs and 120 p cross MR 5/26. Vb.eels 
taken off, bodies carried onto the flat-boats, attch by a pully 
to a rope stretched across the rv1 row, towed back. • week in ge 
ting across. • when re reached Sa'- no,t more than a doz remained 

At Elkhorn Ps, brusque treatment of papooses, dash of cold 
water - practice drill by Col Brophy (surpri·se) - I w beau hrs 
unable to get price, kills it wan arrow •• night thefts of hrs 
nd cforters, craw·lg like snakes. Dogs of nouse, sleepf fm exhs 

animalsfe.ed on nutriciousbark of ctnwdds awa grass /?/ .. 
alkal.c plains w sand mounds, for I ambush • • B advancing like a 
gr black cloud, deafeng noise._ • wgs in line, ·ne demolished an 
2 overturned. Sev persons hu :·t, one childs shoulder dislocated 

Is steal and sell back cycle - man -mamk· snake bite, ankJJ. 11 ~ 

limb had tb amputated w cmn handsaw, recover, handyman ~~_::.-~ 
side-trip thru false sign -- back to BHs. • many Is buried / .,,-

forks of trees. Grs resd big crow's nests, formedof sticks and 
brush. Bodiesrolled into a ba.11. Other tribes laid their dead 
out straight - naked w excep of a britch-cloth made of bark --

heave-ho to merchandize - bury barrels of alcohol l.est Is 
shd drink it and, frenzied thereby, follow and attack 

social life reach LR 4th Jr . Nee to build g barges to cro 
ss the rv America West ·was the goddess of liberty O orator U 
master of ceremonies songs repeated what we cd of DI, fired a g 
un ~ 2 ad gave 3 cheers fo Us and Calif Terr - grotesque costu 
danced till mid ite to rollicg music of violin and Jews harp -
Woman and child, tremblg w terror; husband and sister chol era; 
hile bury the sister t he survivors er attacked by Is, killg he 

bro and son; she was obliged toflee f or her life w 5yr 011 dgtr 
Martha from Mn Wisc, taken in with us, helped wife of cripple 

crossed the Lara:nie /? / . Martha spies her deserted wg •.• th 
gr o her sister was still open and_ her clothg an husband m~~sn 
The grewsome sight drove her a lmost mad. Mr. Bou-en and she G.Ld 
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bury thebodies lest they might bring contagion back tous. 
No trace of either bro or son cdb found .• Evthg stolen •• 
Is spread the disease by digg up the bodiesof vict ms for 

the clothg. The maj of Is er badly pock-marked. 
f:,ev days after lvg the Laramie we reached Fort 1/?/ 

where 50 or so men er stationed, a""d sev cos of rnteers 
to Stilhrater rv SP FB - a renegrade white, f orgotte 

his ntive language, loathsome in the extreme Echo Can:on SLC 
near ch we camped only 1 ni te for the Ms er not alvays inclined.. 
t ~ fr traverse treeless alkali regio. of the GB and H • . 
grss privations o whole tr p rd lined w gs, carcasses of a im 
animals ad abandd wgs. Bowen nd Carl Vest lost -- the 
young college age drivers. 

wgs cut in half •• sotim Es thernss pushed the crude fractio 
of a vehicle 0- eat crow, wild ca.tor coyote - r dog eaten 
by tr fog R only death, that oil Canadian woman, Mrs.Lamore 
lv 2 girls. • bury her apd the -£1$,nt that had lived but an hr 

At H Sink met by agen.ts who had bn sent- out by Lassen to go 
his place (part of Vineland of Stanford Estate fame) part of r 
co did so, tor sorrow, as it took us a month longer to reach S 
This was ascherne to sell provs nd fresh stock 

Those who turned sw, fog up the Carson R and Truclrne Trail, 
saved a· months time and recd assistc fm Gen Sutter ad Samuel
Brannaon who sent soldiers w catl to kill fo~ oood or serve as 
draght a n i mals. 

Lv H 'H'0 ,rent n to the Pit River, passg over the Mud Lake V 
an alka li d~ deseTt. • over SNs discard r wgns • • many oth 
unfo t na t and .-~disabled e-r no h elped by the Relief C ,,rps i 
set t o meet us by the SF peopl e who sutscribed $20, 000 to this 
noble cause -- women andchildren were favored. 

At campfire· emerges from a log Martha's brother, 1he had ta 
the southern or Truckee rt •• son thot slain had bn tldnapped b 
Is during the attack on the Lhramie and after -sev days~ traded 
to Es for a horse .• Became noted lawyer, and ki sister the ,;.Tif 
of a Congressman 

Reach Mmr:x Sac Noy 4, 1849 six months and 10 days afte 
lvg Cllntun, Iowa happy holidy t mes in r c--a.nvB.s hss for YJDa.s 
dinner grizzly bear steak 

HM.1.6763 1857 , Oct 12 Abl-es Ranch near Petaluma, Ca T. J: 
Ables to dear f and me. ace t of a tr i.p across the plans from 
Boonville, Mo to Calif by way of OT typescript 23 pp. 

arv 10th Oct, j ~5 m:;2 ds startd Bnvl May 8 •• at Bull 
Creek in Ks j.9- by co Miss our ans, . total 14 -•• crosd Kis R at 
Tec-;_'mseh. FK J.une - dscriptio s of ct 

about 15 mabove the ft is f ord wher e gr many Es crosd t oo 
ther s de •• 100 m abov FK Forks; ct i nued 40 m mi les, t oford . 
from d ton P is 15 miles. • To gain NP u v to des cent t hru a 
rmrrm•r, deep hollow linedw th ash brush •• Her e i n ~5 r ou t e~ a 
lg body Is by Gen Harney. Many oth I s kd and sm 1-rh i t e s , 'i- hi ar 
buriedimmed on the road. 



HL_50 

_ FL 6.:30, Fork 100 ycls wide wan uncommonly swift current .• 
~ .,- -July 8 crossg of NP bridge %5. pw and 10c per head for cat 
Stock over by rushing them July 12 farewll to the P 

7/16 IR, back to 1844 •• increase of l tor tr, Mrs. Cochr 
ane find yg dgtr •• catl s clmess a.long the Sw caused by a week 
or grass called Sea Galle . 

7/22 summit of RMs •• desert to GR •• here comrnncd the rou 
portion oth rd interveng betveen Gr and Bear Rs; the way bg ove 
the Fontenelle, Hams Fork, and BR Mts. Those r th most d ffic 
any road, not esceptg the mn • 

2 bridges at Thomas Fork. after getg over E. a d going } m 
another br nd er informed that 50c would vtb paid for crossing 
it tog w another half for the one we had already passed over. 
They also informed us that the other road was rgund of 10 m nd 
they er backed up in the r lies b'J a co. of U. ~- Surveyors who 
had got this for surveyg the road. They er informed that rather 
than be imposed on by a pack of sw ndlers that wed g 40 m arnd 
rather than cross the birn.ge ••• found ford l½ miles up 

•/3 Soda Springs Boat Spring partially destroyed by Es 
stoppg it at the mouth to s~e the effect produced •• 3 m w-cm t 
jc FH rd. Here most oth t ·rs take the left hand road lmo1-m as 
Head paths cut off. - We took the rt hand r by the Ft, which is 
now· evacuated ••• all the hostile Is on the other road 

The first of their devilment I saw was 3 mi e o where the 
SIL road comes intothe Calif roadrung 1-rest, gr of mn. killed, 
native of Poland 

8/21 HR •• Harps tr from .Ark atacked by Is.,run off all 
k1IBX catl_. -. pos;:;e formed .• trail 70 miles, recover 36 catl, 
rest butchered and wigwams mad of his.es 

50 persons v lost their lives on this rv fm Is -
at Gravelly Ford Hr.Hollmra r capt killed tog w his infant child 
and 2 other :inen. l'.!rs. H shot 2x; loses -her scalp, moves, is 
pierced w a.rrm-r •. taken up by another tr, brot intothe state 
and at last a.cc s was'fast recovering •• Her own scalp is n~ 
in her poss 

01\Ja.rriving at La.pens Meadows we took the northern rt by 
Honey Lake, takes off the main road80 miles above the sink -
Granite Creek HL Valley SNs Nobel Pass, supp tb passable 
any time in the i;-rinter to S ac valley 

HM:n~ (~52 
of a trip by 
by way of OT 
gift of Mrs. 

.. , •. , .. , 
I\ I \ f{"" 

1863 April lc,-July 27 A. Hfy1m.rd Cutting. J:Ourna 
overlsnd froute from Fidelity, Ill. to Sac City 
and SL 96 pp, orig ms. black ink on blue linen. 
Mary V. Cutting 2/22/35 folios ze 

1st page blurred is rollcall. (see below) 

Lockley Callee Box 14 (3) 1910 acq from F. Lockley 5/27/-47 ms 
Nancy M. BogarX-(Hembree) ~ Remns of j across the plains in 18 
43 w Dr.Marcus Whitman's caravan and early life in Oregon 
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ink on tablet paper 9 pages 
b. 1837 n Springfield, Mo •. My parents Capt. A. J. Hembre 

and Nancy Dodson. • out at 6 on May 3 w a few sturdy whole
souled men and women started across the plains •• they er pilote 
d by that fearles.sunselfish martyr Marcus Whitman~ These er th 
first Es tobreak the road w wagons 

I 1 remember when crossg the Platte river ch was both t 
urbulent and hi, Dr. W d ffted his outer garments and waded the 
rv leadg the first team by a rope att to the ox horns 

one nite en,camped on the same rv.o- there ca.me up a terif 
storm ch blew over wgs, broke locme tents •• Is d engage in tr 
sot try to buy a white squaw; whilst everyone was thus engaged 
others would covertly slip around and run off the loose catle. 
tb recovered if at all by strategy or running fights 

wagons form.a baracade, teams andtents inside •• how di 
women live thru it all and retain their reason? •• there er 
both births and deaths on the way, the dead er laid away in pac 

.,· king boxes but cdn be covrd. so. deep but the prowlg savage d exh 
urne them toget the cbthes they erg buried in •• wolves, etc. 

remains tobe interred by the next train /?/ 
So it was a sorry looking proc that wended its way into 

the place now called TD •• D:k:tzhx vehicles abandoned, some dr 
by ox or co1-:· hari'\essed to a horse, • • hadtohire Is to take the 
din boats, for remun they asked about all. th~ stock. left 

nearly dro~m in whirplools, dragged to shore to fires .. 
re-sail. • in this manner we reached the pt where. FV now is, a 
t that time it was a small trappers station •• to site of Port
land, d. of yg girl •• stopped at falls, Oregon City .• 
hd trs f BBC . • Ailar,. v died from effect of tri=- .• I attack on 

reg on City. • 18 , log ca in a Yamhill Co 

-----*~*-)Hh~---lH H~

CU t back to Cutting •• 

4 8 crossed to Plattsmout on advice of people in Glenwo 
od /muc ~ or ,rri t i ng fa e but maj_nly legible with glass 

5/ PR trade w 2 Ps •• d take nothing but Treasury notes. 
\·iashlngton money they called l L. Nu $2. bills, just 8 ~~l . . • 
Ranifu m~deeoPss5fl§9 ~ari~keyoBomppatiai oth rv 5/8 stoped at 
Ps whole tribe about 3300 on opposite 
Ranch m2.de of sods, whiskey sold at all th0se Ranchs 

!, 
R an~£!~ :~os i•~~~K~s a.~(

1
~:~:r o~e~~r~0~n~ :a;e w!{1 n~~r~~r~1;r;e~d 

them 5/11 Pasd a R at j ;1 Lev St J and Atchison road 9 m fm 

I FK They afforded a frame house a.t this place, also a po.:i ther 
r sev lo cabins bss & stores;. • at noon:we reached the fort, 

na ry or c we see. e lg Govt.stables,some fine lookg 

1 bldgs w shade trees. Flag pole, sev old bldgs and a few sod hs 
a sign (fa 11no camping allowed 5 mi E or 2 mi 1,r of this Post." 
is posted in a Sutlers Store beside the road. We camped for 

(
dinner. near Kearney City a sm setlernent 2 m west of ~he Station 
and while there saw a tr of Govt wagons each dr 73' six mules an 
the tr escorted by about 125 cav. ·They er fm FL gg to FK. • 

~ intended t·o cross r ver here, but cclded to go, up as I. far 
aa Jillesburg sm 200 m above here. • Tob~y crossg p-ground, halt 
ed by soldier and told he must go tothe guardhouse and was teka. 
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bf the Lieut Col. and after an exr)lanation was let off. • 
some did cross near here -5112 passed Plum Ck Ranch 

blt of logs, ve lg & quite cfortb place. The Teleg runs beside 
theroad here. Me tht mail each, 4 mules and 5 pass 

5/14 passed 88 a aplendid log cabin w stable attchd •• Fo 
r sale ;s whiskey, canned fruit, and B robes O 75 m frm FK - Thi 
Rancbman said wed b d-d lucky if we ever re·ched Ca. He said S 
nk Is near SL had killed 15 men 1st week over 200 soldiers went 
out ad surrded andkd 53 of them 

5/15 I travois Is dressed in skins, some w no pants -
long procession squaws in chg Sx a hard looking set - at noon 
stopped~ at a Stage Ranch •• platform burial - on island, 50 i 
trees, dead of /¢¢i'trl1-I, measles. • man for Denver w leg crushed 
2 places, ~:x'.. at ranch • D Dr. charging $50 for setting leg a 
$10. per visit 5/16 we made up a purse of $25.50 and presnt 
to Ezra Carpenter,and a. m grateful man I never saw. He was lyg 
at Bishops Ranch or Fremont Slough •• Dr. warns of a nest of 
Snake Is w FL; a Freemason who had married a squaw. • Said to go 
by the mail route instead, protec by soldiers all the way 

see owls w p-dogs but nary a snake 
5/l7 Sunday and the boys all dancing in camp. Pete Lawson fiddl 

1 ' scraper 5/18 Stop)ed at Buckeye Rane /II no mileages regu 
R rs s~uaw the first we v seen w a whi temans dress & hoops. • 
reached Julesburg this aft, csists of Stage Ranch, Stable & tel 
graph station. The Teleg crosses the river here and a branch r 
uns the ss sP to Denver •• Sta say tv equally divided bet the 
2 rts, but·d prefer the mail route, , 1}tt Ill co wishes us tog 
with them the mail route • • agreed. .• say we are too early fo 
grass 5l20 mail toute. • v to pay toll_, today 75c for 1 t 
wgs 90 c lg wg .• Roads bg repaired •• cp at station, 12.0 m fro 
here to mouth of Cacha poudre r were we r to ford the SP. The 
Sta man said we er fortunate in not crossg the rv at X- as the I 
r getg ve ugly. The Sx Is er rung off stock and the Hinneosta 
Is er comg into the V at AH crossg where they cd ~cu.ri o·,"·,· tl1.r::"! st 
ock of E!:::. • • 

Toll co working on the worst part oth road •• ·ve r sick 
oth PV no variety whatever. can't tell that we v moved. the r 

, is a mis ccern, water dirty as any rung in street gutters 
I cavaca.iies and villages Shyenees Is 

pa.ssed the cutoff to De\;\ver. • thru desert nearly all t 
ime •• buy I robe full of 11graybacksn •• 5l23 advised P too fuJ.\ 
L. v to goto Denver. • camp near horsestealers ranch. • clist2.nce 
deceitful •• reach Platte ford give a soldier $1. to pilot us 
across. • whiskey to recover, mules nearly drown. .A co of Ce..v 
enc oppo, had bn in Nei;.r M§x co •• we r GO m frn LP; 50 f:m Dvr, 
and 30 fm Fort St. Vrain 5/26 forded Cache la Poudre 

rnany settlers laong r route •• climate so healthy, have 
to kill a man to start a graveyard 

5/27 at foot of m,ts., ojce more on stage road. Stoped a 
fe,,;r moments at Camp Collins uh.ere a co solds stad to guard the 
mail line • • • stage staions. • teams fron~ Dv to Bannack. City a 

i Beaver Head t othe new Gold Mines nw of SLC 5/99 Bi0 Lara:nie 
J River •• Little L River - thru Syeenne Pc3.SS to L::1.rar,1ie Plains 
/ Fort Halleck. • dscri·:)tion • lonesome is not the Trnrd 

in the Ko.nsa.s Sth. • NP GR - ~LC dscr p ant a r;, o isr.: be~ 1L:3 ~
soldier s host :.lities I s and .,spldi ers t oWevada :-- Vi rgina_:1;- . ~it 
in :ex:r:l:J __ July 1'7 Sacra:mento ~ 102½ days s ince 1 g !{ J.,.1e 1 
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l~J2_1 Edward Everett Ayer Hrf 16784 Early Rems •• f Lrst trip 
1860; j acrs the pls liter trips to SW, Mexico, Europe etc. 
typewdcript 183 pp quarto -- 2- letters 1/14/99 

April 60 night clerk at H2.rvard, McHenry Ct 111:~ had 
been 18 on nov 1 • • father reluc agrees go to Calif. • to j 
train from Kenosha •• lv last day o~ April - f~rst n ite ahotel 
after that the whole trip to Calif r bed was on the gr. .30 da_y 
to CBB •• crossed r to O, stay ed there 2 or 3 days,finlaly 
pulled out for the Great unkno~m _ _ 

On the P, w of Loup Fork (Loo~) •• come Ps w B meat packed o 
ponies, frightened all r horse~, start on back track, h a ve to 
chase 20 miles •• ota 1 45 or 50 mil~sbareback 

opp F Key. Mail for the whole train sent to FK. • I volt 
cross the river on my off-mare, learn about islands, near dro~m 

np p and np w/o any pat adv except_ _one_ or twice g bands of 
Is d s quat in the roo.c. and ask for provs 

A sh distance w of _ Laramie ma.de a rJ,etour ama o the right 
and cross the BI-Is and came _o~etwater • IR carve my name 
with a coal chisel - SP / {"n_Q_d.at.e:~/ / crossed GR a few· miles 
above where the UP rr bridgerlow i-s~ 

dress heavy boots with long legs above the !r,nee, ve reddis 
f want of grec:1.sg,a d out at the toes; my shirt wa3 e. hj_ckory 
shirt and a pair of blue jean overalls over some_ ligh_t_ pants. _ 
My hat was a little black hat, the crov-m had be worn orBut and 
the rim off, ad I had sewed it on w white cord 

FB SLC Ms er brgg in stone f m quarries layg the foundas 
of their gr t empl e •• s t ay 6 da old rt to C~ was around n 
ena. or SL . A yr bf' i t h i s -Col Simpson of reg army had been ov 

a rt gg around the s end of SL •• s q_ we f_ollow _this - -
to Rub:= Valley - desert - sink of the Carson and around 

send of Carson Lake, Carson Rv, Fort Churchill, then uc. and 
Carson City, l} yrs old 

About~ way bet SL and CC recruit fo r desert •• Is steal 
hrss -. gi ve c se -- un mt - - chased back down mt . c=-; ~ 2 ~ 
..m--t!ii s s · r.1. e of O •Te er~ on tfl P. f'Rmous PF; rt all the wa:v.: 
· - Cars on ity ca i tal of Ne , lf-> m f rom the chain of mines 
incl silver city, gold hill an, ': vc •• to the mines •• rkd in th 
mill_ til I got money .e .:i,Pugn to get to SF. • hiredpasg in a frui 

vg aero ss the mt to Folsom. ta-kg a 1 rr fm there to pa~. . then 
stdamboat to SF Oct 1, F ith 25c -

._ 
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4294 
I:IM ~22~· If M Chillson or V~ D. Chillson? latter appears on 
sketch book july 3, 1859 Devils Gate size c, x 6, w sketches 
in pencil of also American Falls, Snake R, Pyramid Circle near 
Salt Lake Road and 2 other unidentifi d sketches 

ffi1\ 4293 no n ~ e appears on ditto leather bond diary in pencil 
s ze c. ,;; x 6 ., 

May·-1_, 1859 5/4 drove 1 m below quincy 5/7 czmped on 
bottoms of Mo Riv for the Sab opp Plattsmouth NT 

//pencilJ scr pt is legibl,e enough except for ocRJc fading, 
u~y Z, entries to a page total c(-;; (J/ 100 pages, unnumbered 
except first 19. Dates May 1 to December 31 - table from 
Larance creek to Salt Lake -- table of stas & d stances from Pl 
attsmouth to Calif orfl..ia -- table of daL.y meteorologicaldata -
table no of hours drive each day . end sketchesinclude 2 uniden 
tified but resemble S-Bs, Sweetwater Station w. troops, CR from 
l½m CH Rock close up, and CHR from 8 miles ai-ray //at end/ 

i 
5/9 to PM to asc chanc of getg supplies. 2 disc Peakers 1 

trs return, report no tr w Is, and no gold 5/12 PP bacJ:sliders
painted r wg cover w beeswax nd tallow 5/13 5 wgs of us for CA 
5/15 r co rolled on, left us, we dont intend to d"'r on the Sabt 

5/18 pass Utah tr of 50 wgs, meet f, 200 wgs on the return 
5/19 to P bottoms, 100 min 4 days 5/21 now le wgs for CA, old 
cow us again 5/22 the first I abbath I ever worked in my life. 

·" IA, 5/26 ~es -tried to s t a mpe e r catl again 5/:~'7 pas 
Y' d a setlmtn of oi::lix sod houses, reached t:n F! e t h is um. w· 

:J.-2 mtd brass cannon,. • 6/1 r w s 44 men : 4 women 5 c 
S\-iv-~ ~ head~~6/2 ctnwd sprims 6/3 for s of P, Ofalands tp 

67~ 3 old Red Fing acqs 6/5 attend church in a camp, ½ m 
belo us 6/7 f ... ord r;r 1 # 3/4 m wide, camped c~p Moore I s Station 

6/8 across the brakes to the NP, 20 m, came down 1 very bad 
hill. Cedar nd ash plenty in AH where we struck the rv 6/10 cd 
on a beau creek near a tp 6/ / another beau ck andtp, ,,draw CHR 
8 m 6/12 about 2,000 head of catl passed us today for Ca 

6/13 road lined w wagons cd 1 m above er about 300 'hi, p 
enc-led av ew of it at l m dist 6/14 drove 200 hrss for Ca -
penciled an outline of sev Rocks today - camped at Roubaudauts 
tp, come in sight of LP 13 /15 Horse Creel{: tp 

6/17 met a regiment of IL soldiers this neon, about 2 in 
number, on their wa down the rv to protect th Eion. 6/18 reac 
hed L-Bridge at 9 am. Rate of toll $2.50 pw, 10c head for stock 
nd 25c for horseman •• ·went ½ m above the f anrj ferried r w·gs 
nd loadg across w our boat bf dark 6/ID9 saved about ~.20. • 
camped on the R ½ m above 1fard' s Houses. 

6/22 co :reduced b~ 2 wgs and 11 men, includg the ca1Jt 6/23 
dr outline of LP 6/24 met a lot of Salt Lakers and some Caso 
way east. First Es reach SL when ~e er at ctwd spr .. saucy Is 

6/27 cd 2 mi above the bridge tonight, ~2 . 50 6 88 afte -
long wait cross at $1.50 pw / er r eport ~·\,,.-" 
/no IR/ drove up through the DG 7/ pell raise a poll w the 
S&S, the first that ever wave in this v _ 

7/3 Stock s i ck . Greeley edt of NYTribune 
7/4 there is about 145 ,;gs and 700_perso sin 
oration delivd y r r. Button, reading of D of 
toasts, free c oncernt 

passed here tod.s.y 
the valley. had a 
I by Mt-r • / etc • 
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. p& 
7/5 penc led the entrance oth ~G and a view of the celebra

tion yesterday - r old .capt overtook us but we left him behind 
again 7/7 ice beds 7/8 Strawberry ck 7/9 to Gilberts Sta. 
Here we left the old Calif road and took Col Landers cut off ru 
nning thru to Ft.Hall 7/11 passed summit of RMs - free~ing 

7 /15 GR 7 /22 in v hdwts 11!nake Fork oth Columbia R 7 /23 
the Col.:. /Landers?/ w his co passed this AM. He says the road i 
now cpleted 7 /27 struck the old Oregon Trail. • now in the 
Snake Riv Valley 7/29 Am Falls l/20 Raft River •• lv old OT 
andfollow up R.R. to Headspath8s Cut-off 

8/1 passed gr of ·.Joseph Selleck who was executed 7/29 for 
the murder of Wm Humble .July 25, Age 17iyrs. 
. 8/2 Goose Creek Mts - now about 50 wgs. 8/8/ hdwtrs H-R 

\ 8/12 took the Gree\l\horn' s cutoff today and drove 23 m over mts 

) 
to make 10 m d the river. Es shd take the riv road 

8/23 reach Big Meadow, ~rass 15 'hi 8/26 Carson R 
8/28 the road follows the r 2 m and then forks. the rt hand rd 

1 
runs across a 26 m desert. • we crossed last ni te /? / 8/29 
the road follows the r·•ver to China, the 10 mi w/o grass or wa 
ter. • 4 mi back from the river at th , s point is Carson City, 
a beau loc to·h7Jl in Eagle Valley · · 

8/30 we reached the city ahead of evthgwe v tvd w west 
Obf Mo river 8/31 commenced joiner work at noon today at ~.3. 
50 per day nd board myself 

3d leather volume c. 2½ by 8 pertains to 1865 involves 
SLC and Fort --Halleck starting at Watertown, . Lander Co , Nevad.:.i.. 

/black leather - others br6vm arid all aging 

pix of note, in small volume 

Devils Gate 
Pyramid Circle 
wagon train around mt s de 

in 1 P59 volume at end 

Chinmey Rock 
both sketches of Court House Rock 
Sweetwater station (loose label) 
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At- S¥ 1 .. ,. 

5238 a. SCHARMANANN-1 S OVE J\ TO CA, from tte -pages of a pioneers 
s diary. tr frn the German i,ff H. B. Scharmann )by Margaret Hoff 
Zimmerman and Erich 1:,.r. Z npnd i..lD:xotll£ pp . pp no sale, no 
copyright 1849 

Preface by Hermann B. Scharmann, d. 2/22/18 •• disc issue 
of New Yorker Staats Zeitung for 1852 w/ father dscrip of ov' j_\, 
My father took ent re family whim, mother, sister and elder br 
and myself. Mother nd sister did not return w us, for they met 
an f . untimely death in that str lm1gx land urged to pub by fr 
Carl Schurz , 

A German co. chose me as pres. 3/20 from NY •• tr to SL at 
~~10.50 per, train, canalboat, etc to Pittsburg, Enterprise to 
SL, ct 57 steamers. • filed w Es f CA ar 4/11. • 4/15 ccludd a 
greement w master of steamship to I for ~.2. 50 pp - arr 4/20 ,& 
wait for commit to br the catl 

5/20 depart w.horse-drawn wgs plus stock .• the ov j one oth 
most unfort urtdertkgs cs e cnn pos v any ccept of this kind of 
tvg. • disc horss entirely useless, oxen not old em:ough, etc. 
1•Tgs shud be dr by 4 yoke ox or 6 mules, no more than 2,000 lbs 
AxlKs iBeak in 2 like mere twigs · 

Ks Is barbous lookg but gentle •• FK 6/22 •• site on an imm 
ense plateau ch cd serve as a d•wellg place for an unlt nu hbs. 
o.btain 15 lbs fresh bread. • 80 m from FKey P dividees. • vario 
us pt!'ties E helped each other •• B- between the divide •. air so 
clear here that a slice of meat 1 dry in 24 hrs •• Some Bs wan 
der into r catl herds, huntsemn br down one or cows 

115 m f FL I band,with doc fm commander, dinner, presents, 
but cdn feed whole band. • industri·~·,us squaws, mocs and dresses 

FL 3 days, repairs • • (1, ferry 150 m 
At Big Santee R rest, then over 43 m desert to GR •• pcs of 

shatrd wgs alL around •• rots in th j_s region r called Peak Basso 
ment, flax everywhere •• Land the rest of the way from FL to Ca 
is not worth a cent, nothing but desert and bare mts. The bes 
thing the tv c do is to hurry on as fast as pos fm one river to 
the next _ 

// vague general descr ptiei:is. few dates, no mileages// 
Capt Palmer, ace a. govt supply train fromO:re to Ft.Hall, a 

dvised us to take the Oregon road, he decied us, no pass like 
South Pass •• detour of 500 mi instead of 75 •• deserts, plenty 
of co in r misery, over 80 aband wagons, first day 

no more hope for oxen, put out of misery t dysentery, fe 
ver, cholera and. scurvy,heat and cold at Muddy Lake, $75 for a 
hund lbs of flour - in cart -- at head of Pitt River, Sac Va 
still 2300 mi away - O Mr Kelleof the ·western Train refuses 
to sell provs; gives in when I threaten to shoot him -- giant 
trees but 1 grass 

Gov of Ca had sent out wgs w provs - arr at first setlern 
in Sac V November 1. The owner was Mr. Lassen, a Dane .• he ha 
chosen his abode w a viewof the gains afforded by E traffic. I 
v nv seen a more covetous and heartless man than this Dane. • t :0'. 

just enough to keep us alive 
Retrace to family. • 1 girl had died - w with diarrho~a, 

rainy weather, back to LR •• 50 yr old bachelor, short and fat 
wife dies o Feath r River .• Cali a land of vice and grues~me 
ness • • return bia Nicaragua. My curiosity is satisfied anct m 
gold fever has disappeared. 
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295947 REHINISCENCES by Marga.ret Chambers, 1903, np 48 pp 
Left my childh home w 3 bros , s ill, 2 nephew anr!. a niece 

April 1, 18511 t er t hecont w ox-teams - v,ie 1oui-atl±-hr" • • 
? ,re crissed Ta.bash R a t Terre H ute 25 m fro ·r home in Sullian 
Ct,Indiana~ • o erla 111.d to SL 5/9 lv middl e o f ay 

At VEl me soldiers fro FL, includin i:r Ma jor T,, ood & family 
·was 18 durg trip, had all mgt ofcookg planng - a shes on the 
flapjacks - see parts of quilts and bon es, dug up •• sm made 
sec re by Heavy stones and vague topo graphy 

/a simple narrative, w few details of route, few dates//// 
poor dog perished in ct"soss g the des ert ( f ew dogs sur vived ) 

· scrambledtopogr a hr ·/ 
Missed CHR,passg it in the nite • . • CR •• s ooie beau rock 

like those in Yellowstone Pk - DG t p Steamboat Spr i nt:> s 
3 deaths and one birth, one death sombody lef t by another 

in GRV •• cows stood trip bettern oxe •• give mil k unt ~l the 
alkali ct the 5 girls -rho made shortcuts c.long Sw r 
wer e Eliz White, Jer usb ,1hi t e (Mr s . _ • J . Ste, art) , Millie 
Qtewart, an, Margaret White, now Mrs. AJ Chambers 

/ / r ambles on..i. scaffold for B meat -- new potatoes in 
Powder RV - - f lovers a t AH on Burnt R 

from TD steamer to Cascades, its first trip -- flatboat to 
m of · Sand R, ~ cattle doim the trail on the Columbia - ferry 

oa t (homemade) d the Coluiobia • • to Milwakukie, bet Portland 
a.nd Oregon City •• 1 852 to Cha r ers Prairie, Thurston Ct. 

Aut h Jr burns her hand badly at TD in hot ashes 
marri er in 1 a •-4 a. little volume 

,~ 
39691 /o . TEE PLAINS IN 16 5 , by Geo. H. Holliday (late Sgt, 
Co. G, Si xt h 1 • Va. Vol. Cav. • 12 months in vol cav serv. • 
dedic to t he Grand Ar y Republic, 1883 1-i p 

Preface •• enli s ted at 15 for War oth Reb •• winter 
65 sev frozen in Wyo, fm ch he ahas nv recovrd 

llT wash 6/1665 on Bes O. • scen 2s of devasta of towns. • 
a NY or bummer regiment also for the Plains, • jd by 3d Mass, 
14th Pen,and 21st NY, dest for Wcot under Maj G8n Fr;:mk ·1heato , 

n~ • tr wrech by treachery of ex-Confed conductor 
up MoR in steamboat to FLv - mutiny at FLv 
Kinnakick er cat Potawotta ,ie and Kickapoo reserv, 

..i.1Jvc.1.;:;_;_un of the rattlesnakes //heavy in incidents~ hih-jinx 
During this season the Platte route was lined w Govt.-, E 

and transp trains f Dvr, SL and mil posts •• never out of sight 
trains -- all nationalities except China -- in passg these trs 
w their 5 tons, dr by 6 to 1 2 yoke, you ask the dark si(in, long 
haird ind v of the broad-bri:mmed hat llhere areyou from? and he 
answers in a singing sort of tone nomaha-ha-hay-ha-boy, who buc 
come here Grant, you Sheridan, g 'long ol Abe 11 and h e goes on 

· callg his 24 head of ,1. cattle a f ter as many of hi s favrt nens , 
and thus one c d telll about hi s s ympat hies, Nor S - t he canva 

covers w rude charcolal letters ~ nHell Roarin Bill, brom Bull 
Crick,,m or o;h~; poetic expressions . 

Poke is the one gr bus of everybody on the Plains. • 
also chuck-a-luck -- Is who bring back stolen s~<?ck are bad~y) 
handled -- cripled cd f m the stampede (GHHolli~ay from Ohio 
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FK, plenty of timber on the rv, ace scrub oaks nd ctnwd 
as far as Fort McPherson, bey ond is 300 mi sandy desert •• Phil 
here visited the scene of Phil Kearny massacre/?/ Here a lg mL 
Is decoyed into the m of a bettery of artil i_nd mmrnd dmm until 
but a few er left to tell how it felt. This was done som years 
before by the order of the brave Gen. Kearney 

Every day passed by western bound overland stage and the 
incoming stage fm Denver City •• stat ons 10 to 30 mi, the most 
desolate lookg places that ehe eye of man ev looked u J on •• hs 
in sod stables 12 to 20 head of 1;rell fed but hard rks horss. E 
yond F Kall sts guard by solds. Coach altrays ace by 4 to 20 ca 
guards .•• XRX descript of scene of changg horss .• 

At Kall trs except mil stop 2d and orgd into divs •• aw
m froi1j one oth trs selectd to take chg of the div with rank of 
Major-Ge of Bull-whackers, authority dependg on his lucl~ and s 
kill as a pugilist •• a div left the fort nearly ev day 

5 mi beyond K is Dogto'l-m, 3 00 inhabs. • all adobes, or 
sod, w dirt roof. • Boys strike for lo·ver prices on whiskey, 25 
c had bn payg lOc startg in Ka.nsas •• later learned to pay up t 
50 c for Irish fire-water 

vast quantit es of chips, not B but oxl - At Ctwnd r fore 
augmented by co of Winnabo Is, sea ts, not toal 375 men 

to Alkali Station or Old Calif . Crossing -- at this pt the 
PR divides Colorado from Dakota/?/ advance of Sx -- Battle o 
California Crossing, 300 1:;Va Cav pitted ag 1500 SY. • f sev hou 
r I scouts, reinforce dy the famous BillPurriy and his :,: scouts, k 
up a runng fight at lg range. .Fallen Is dragged off. • 'Phile 
engaged in this skirmish the whole band of Sx crossed the rv an 
went pell-mell fot eh hills, takg w t :C eD their wand c, and thu 
they escaped the . gr P trail, alld er saf e a gain on the lone l y des 
ert on the way to Wester Ks. In~ their flight t he, lost may 
robes and blankets, ch er gatheredup, ~ but soon dropped aga n 
en .the boys disc they er alive w grayback s. Thus ended t h e bat 
of Old Calif cross ng of ch the Wheelg a d all the 1·!V papers gv 
a glowg acct under flaming headlines 

Ve lo st not a man nor caputres and enemy. • Is er crnnded 
by Chief Standing Elk. Durg fog winter vre made peace w· this sam 
trib at FL 

Sm-r a doz old d:ingy log huts and. sm tents. • this was Jbr 
The J\TY 21st hadreachedthis post a week bf (Sedgwick) . • ccluded 
raid the sutler and comm dept, we intervene, a few NYers found 
quarters in hospital .. The old Fr sutler felt ve grateful •• 
The next day the 21st ordrd to SLC, where they comted depreds a 
g the Ms,and er f i nally must I'd out, d shonorably .• sa1-r many 
t r a ~ g back -,i t h bull trains, r a gged, livging on scraps 

Sh ort t ime b f J ulesburg had been la.id to ashes. • no-1-r bg 
built on am su b pl an •• prob s in getg vd bricklayers, dirt roo 
/ . f ro want of storage , f lour and grain sacked piledin 2 enormo 
ricks or pil e s .• 5 mi below as Reschau' s Ra.nch - flour ste::o.lg 

one 
it Ft Sedgewick for a time •• /f;/detachme t sent as esc?rt 

w tra of prov s for th Ute I:. • Anoth er detach to Vill<;>1•r Spr i ngs 
Dakota ·as an escrot to a pay master, unde ::· H. 1,r. Braz~e, I alon 
A dangerous mission, prev p-m had be~n ~ttacked and killed, and 
rnost of his small and ineff escort v1ctms. .etc• 
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Cross SP at J --and lv the gr overland stzge rt •• 30 mi to FT : 
barren desolate ct •• but 4 hss alongthe rt to FL, ranches owne 
by Fr, at ch is a teleg station, and po, and all these w soldier 
guarters under one roof, or near toeach ut her. • mils carried 
by pack mules o ponies driven under mtd guard •• many men had 
been slaim a t these stations •• a g ma y massacres o Es also. . 

an at t ack had bn made at the blockhs at Willow S~.Jrings, s ieg 
saved garrison but lost stock •• druing this fight Is placed a 
white woman in front ev time an advance was made 

ca Pole Creek station, 50 of 11th Ohio here, expectg ev da 
to be served up for breakfast for aboard of Sx, reported in tha 
section •• teleg operatorsall solmi ers, but they.got increa sed 
pay •• operator at Platte Ridge on Np, th er _e 5 years /?/ 

to Dry Ridge or Alkali Desert •• covered white .• looms 
up great sham Court House //Wi llow Spr i ng i s ev mud s .. r i ngs / / 
descript of _bbckhouse, hollow sacuare 5 0 x 75, i orthol e.s above 
bunks, a watch tower. • welcomes by sold ,?rs from 6th Mich Cav, 
11th Ohio Cav, 3d US Inf and W scodts -- I tree cemetery nearb 

-

FL- sev hundred mis further I'fw. • boys climb CH. • next da 
march brat us to CR another wonder oth pls, but we had a mn kld 
nd scalpFd by Is during the day, ,Ain sight of sev of r men, a 
antelope hunter caught in ambush 

i i t hin 1 m Scott's Bluff. Thls plii.Ce is surrded by a my 
stery and ints. It was the hiding place of Green River, the yg 
road agen t •• We had, long bf we reached here, heard of how man 
trs had been stopped nd plundrd •• Returng Cast waylaid and f o 
reed to tur over the r hard-earned dust, and. not longbf a p-m 
was forced to hand out ~~60 ,000 of Uncle Sam's money to a band o 
Is who all spoke plain English. It was said that GR was the le 
ader of this band, and that Captain Shuman 1 s men, a co of the 
11th Ohio Cav, car:1ped at Fort L",i tchell, just beyond, er his cfd 
ates on some of these darg deeds, esp the mail robberies 

Then K we er told- of caves somewhere within these vast 
lava beds, where desperadoes Green River and his gang lived in 
pec~ce and security. • romance ch we f otmd increased as we drew 

near t h e gr , r ough , h upolos c pile of rock thru ch t11 e road 
passed . . AP .. r a ochg f fm t he east, th r aod rinds around deep 
canyon s anf r avines. As we enter the pas s re r ordered to draw 
r evolvers an d keep close togeher •• Our ma~, paymaster glanced 
into eve crack and crevice as he rode in adv of his ambulance . 

. Wear at the we.st end oth pass after tvg for 15 mins in a dusky 
gloomy darkness •• The Fort Mitchell daims upon us, etc ••• 
NW'STD the sta les, etc. 

]Te camped the next ni te a t CR /he8s gg west/ t~ ' . • 
Another bloc khs called CR station,guarded vy 25 men 0£ 3d US. I 
fantry. • r es n old f urnace sta~·k stdg alone like g r obelisk. 
170 feet • • I s tor y re CR /see GPRR 

Dafter after we left t he· gr CR we rea ched FL, the r 
suppl post oth NP •• LP looming up like gr pyra · ds of'_Eg pt 
I s t amp des at the post •• few da s af t_er r arrvl r:emainer o 
r r egiment came on f r om J - w r wg tr. We er no, put o dut y a t 
this F a s h er ders, mail~runner s, scouts, gu ar ds , ~t ~ - ~ t 

More r e Hors e Shoe St a tion La Bon ta n L, e_ ~ 
Fort Casper Gunarde's long pine log bridge. • cstruction of :B 
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1850 (cat no) CAPTAIN GRAY 1S COMPANY:; or, CROSE;ING THE 
PLAINS AND LIVING IN OREGON,by Mrs. Abigail J. Duniawy. 
Portland, 1859. 342 pp have 64-131 

Iv ta.ken some liberties in the arrg o incidents, but a bett 
r wielded pen than mine has asserted that this is the novelists 
priv. Hundreds c testify that romance has a::kml8!x:txmni1x been alrno 
st wholly set aside-in the incidentsof tv over the Plains, and 
wholly avoided in the dscip o scenery ///a novel format 

Framer Gray's Illinois home · 
Maurice Statton: I am gg West toOre or Ca, where }eple ·von 

t die and then I 111 be at liberty /////no date at all 
132 Extracts from Herbert's journal: 7/12 a tp here where 

sickly looking vegs r sold at ruinous prices. A ,;;ro;rld in mirnia.t 
ure is here. Folks r ~ swearg and gambling 2.t one encmp; music 
and dancg is the pastime at another; and athird, a._collec of Es 
r holdg aprayer meeting. /cru11p at Green River/ 

Is of Shoshonee t enc near us. They r loathso:r:Je objects o 
degraded hurn2.nity, bg clothed in bear and B skins that arc• aliv 
w vermin. 

Poor Mrs. Welden had a hard t mew her carriage. Mrs/ Sam 
Green took care of the 2 children •• She bears her unfor beareve 
ment with the calmness of desriair and fortit of a heroine 

7 /16 Smiths Fork of BR, turmoil over tr2_il for murder, r 
Capt c1.ncl l··Iaurice were a;;JOng the jur:yraen. • Danilel Olm st the ow 
ner of an outfit, 5 men w-him as boarders •. q_uarrelwith Sherma 
Dmmnore. • Dunmore jumped upon him an beat him severely. Olm
stead alled pon the bystanders to take him off, sayg that he ha 
a knife. No one interfered and he stabbed him in the chest. He 
fell a.nd in 20 mins was a corpse. • : 11 the 1-round inf lie b~- the k 
of Olmstead caused thedeath of D, but th same was i flicted by 
0 in self-defence. 

7 /18 I funderE,_l proceccion 7 /21 Soda Spr :.ngs 
7/25 today reached FH. Its walls r composed of sunburnt br 

ick adobes. It is a shabby concern •• This Fort is now in poss 
oth traders. • 

8/3 comes into camp Captain Bald Hil. Smith. His stor:1:T is 
sad one. So many of hmembers of h .ls fam and co v died, that 

hal.f oth wgs vbn abandoned His wife and 2 eldest child a few 
days ago, leavg him w a dependent fam of 7 1 ones 

'/4 death of John HcD by drowning 
8/25 now op::Jo Fort Boise. It is fashionedsornethinglike FlI 

but is not so durably constructed. It was blt by HBC and was i 
tended m fa tp than a Fort. Thc:.t co v now abandoned it, but it 
is in poss of other traders. • .Is poisoned by strynine left by 
Es Herbert Godwin ??? 

debatable 

# 301877 
ACROSS THE PLAINS IN '62 by 1/illiam Smedley 

Introductory by ER Farner, Denver, 1916 ms on shelf •• resur 
durg a search for ma.terial in l)repg the banc_uet to Dr. S. on oc 
of his 75th bd, 1911 •• 26 at time of crossing •• t ,,IlL to te.s.c 
school. .Omahc:. to Salem, 5 months • • • la.ter 't ret via Sff 2.nd. 
Ithsmus to NY - dentst - practice in Dnvr 
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