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1852 John Hawkins Clark (2) 

5/27 Another train of RA traders :passed down today. . a hard lohl:.in.z set. 
Nen, ::ixen and wgs all :r;a.rtook of the same :peculiarities, the color of 
faded tan bark. (or yellow). . . (no miles given) .. B chips for fuel. 
B skulls, for messages & marksmen/// 5/31. Nothing of interest .. it 
nas travel, travel, travel, amid the dust of a thousand teams. 

6/1 Urote from highest J?Oint we have yet seen (~:-'c,..ll::2:. ' c ::::1 1 -"'f. 1 •. 

wonder where such a multitude of men, women, children and animals are 
marching to .. California and Oregon have lured that i crowd from many a 
happy home .. 6/2 SF forded today .. up to 3/4 min width, 6 to 25 inches 
in depth, but the bottom is q_ uicksand. "There is, ::;,er haps, more f1 n, more 
excitement, more shipping, more swearing and more whiskey drank ~ ·'J this 
place than at any point on the i- river. . the brandy cure. . , ) the road 
leaves the r river, cross hie;hlands 1 makes a cut off tot: rv again at 
Cedar Bluffs. . 6/4 strike hdwtrs of Ash iiolow. . not 1_n': '·le v yet seen c 
exceed the beuaty of AH, idyllic sicv.ness and death 
v marred the pleasures of r j 

6/6 cpld to tv today, Sunday though it i .. absence of grass .. returning 
party of 3, all left out of 20 .. road t.ic· · strewn w/ graves. 6/8: 
awoke this~ just as th risg sun was flr ing wits golden light that c;iant 
monument of the plains (CH R) .. opt l delusins .. CR 3 m to left, visited, 
300' perhaps 30 or 40 ft sq_uare, ~ol .-ncs its size, or nearly so, its 
entire height; a wonderful s_;_Jecime. of natural ruins ... Scott;s Bluffs, 
like fortified ram1,arts to iard . e safety 'Jf millions. 

6/12 FL .. we er L rv O'er a bridge just above the jc, f ch we paid ¢3. 
per wagon. . many :pack t .. e · _ goods at this point ; a hard way to travel, I shd 
think .. 150 offcs nd me ; all app tb 1 behaved, ready to hel:p the unfortm1ate. 
'I'he hospital ctains • sick immigrants. . . lengthy essay on future of 
NIV. "Ci ties & t wn l flourish anda gr rr 1 run along its entire length. . " 
6 /15 BHs. . we r t follow /he 1? r 150 m over rugged hilly ct. The rv cnn 
be fod only on i general course ... 6/17 p ~rave of a man just hung .. the 
murder was pro ·d fair and sq_uare .. three cheers that justice, q_uick and 
sure, was so ~JZ' m"Jtly adminlstred. (Ingrim describes Eiller-Tate affair) .. 
l?a,ssed man new graves today; they line either side of the road t-/.. and in 
number, · ear · to contemplate . . . 6/22/ri?ffj of .flatte r, cost if'.32; ferry 

-:i:1"", but swim stock .. negro rescues drowninrr man, & cheered. 

6/23 lv }l rv for good .. essays on beauty of iV and"valley and the shadow 
death." .. est at this camp 2 to 4,000 people v found graves since lve:: i.oIL. 
this pt to the topmost 1}-{eeights oth Rlis is r next stage of tvl the road 

takes immed to the high lands. . rattlesnake hill. . A venue Rocks. . Hill ow 
Springs .. mirages of oases ... 6/25 IR, greatboulder all in one piece .. to 
rear, desert abounding in alkali lakes .. pestilential district .. to west 
Devils Gate .. graves, "a more permanent tombstone cdnvbn erected," .. 
no power, but the power of the rod w ch Moses smoke the rock in the wilder
ness, cdv sundrd this gr mt nd made it on0 oth wonders oth gr Am desert." 
m wonderful a:::;r!;arations .. woman deserted, w 3 children; but soon fn frs .. 
r wearisome j .revents much agility w "the light fantastic toe." .. 6/30 
cross South I-'ass .. :iacific Sprin6s .. dead cattle thick on the road; poison
ous water and a scarcity of feed is killc; them off by the 100s .. 1 cirl 
finds a new mother, "humanity in its most lovely :phase. ' 
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1852 John Hawkins Clark (3) 

7/2 
:.?assed the forks oth road today. . Hhy ''Cut off" 1•~· - _' it is a con

tinuation of same road to Ore and Calif? 
danger of r..0 grass and Normans to left. "The i>a. (' secret of this man's 
eloquence was that he was the proprietor of the .c,~rr.:/ • ~:e to left to 
Little Sandy r. . . . 7 /J to Green r. . 7 Ft . ·idger. . "the residence oth 
colonel is of logs and forms a hollow square . massive gate." . colonel 
the lord and master o two yellow skinned ~ ies and ack father of any number 
of boys and girls. of tawny complextion .. men of the rats w/ a bold, fearless 
dare-devil look.. . the lone pilgrim 'acrive as a cat and fresn as an 
Amboy oyster." . . 7 /13 into SL~. . r.-:escri bes fake hospital, canals SLC. • 
cam_p beyond. . SLC the great half-• <'Jr mile stone and resting place for the 
California pilgrim .. extensive d 0 cri_ption of city and inhabitants. 

7/23 u~ SLY, mts tor rigr·, SL tor left .. Bear River crossing on 
Harmon ferry, iJ. per wg .. I •"shman'sshow; it cost nothing to get in, but a rz; 
deal to get out .. 7/29 5 · to jc of SL & cut-off road, dorm Goose Creek v. 
8/2 over mts to head of .I• boldt River .. the dreadful H-- of ch such hard 
stories vbn circulated './ 40 mile desert between sink of h--- and Carson R. 
9/1 arr 1lacerville. 9/4 enter Sacramento 12 noon (after 1assing Sutter's 
Fort. . "We jad, as nur looks indicated, crossed a ctinent, but in crossing 
had nearly lost :Jr natinality, for to the unprac eye-e lkd m like Hun3arians 
than Amcitz.~. }:_{J · n~ for all the world like the remant of a disorganized 
army that haY,Just escaped destruction." 
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D. C. Downer 
Dewitt 

D: C. ~owner, letter ?f A ugus.t, 18_, ~849 from Vea ver' ~ -~ns , to hi w • _ _, 
wife, in Russell~- BidlackµTrms HOHZ: TH.J: STORY u ANH An0BOR'S FORTY llill'1&i:J 
(Ann Arbor, 1960), ::;i:p. 32-JJ."' ;t:q_..,:i~~i. Cli :;:iping ' om HASETENAW HHIG, n-:-d., 
in I1ichigan Historical Collections, univ of ui.c , ___, n 

~ife 

:f- ~ ... .:..-~:-... ·e +1-,; "" - the first oppor I had, to send u a letr since we 
left CBs, and I think by the time u - ec whis u 1 imac;ine we r all dead. , 
li::e arr here at the first "Gold :)i-- .:..n"' on r route, after a ve tediour and toil 
some j more than 2,000 m f CBs. Ue -. all in g health and s:piri ts. al tho we 
do not find the :prospects quite as ~...attering for gainin~ as has been reptc:3. . . 
Sacramento is 45 m from this J la 

·. ,::: ·; ::recd b· ,_,_ ~ne 1 tr °'~ "'"A we J e-ft !:> : FP.. :r. • 

a:a.:u:H~:lS-E..e.c!.-.:U~-..=.---a:!=tt~'Yee~i:1l.~;r.•::-t\,r-:l ee--'i:~;;fl''fa~:..·n •.• saw sev Is, but they did not 

c:rowdin~ as 

, I cdv left them out of sj_ght very soon, as I am had 
. to FL, cr0ss SS. . There were 700 teams, and all 
cd, for fear of a scarcity of grass on the Ifountains. 

.,.t- • CL.-
here we met formerly of Lima. . his co {the Jonesville group/ 
turned. to :acr · n we came on w r wg on the race courase, for it cdb 
cr•ared to ~.ct 1 • - else. . . Not an animal ever 11assed us from this 11lace. > ' -,- JJ _ ·i• ::::: -· · until we arrvd at the (ii.xx GS L. . the road over the 
mirs is not .{ bad .. but at 3ierra Ns, 5 ma day was it 

Se:pt :.. , Sutter' s .i·Jills. . if my wife was here I cd make a fortune 
by ~ boarders 

-.LTo 
' ""'""' 
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Charles Grass ~l2,yi 1 OF'.? AT Suil.iU3:2;: Tii.8 OV.2::RLl.ND Jr") 'J . .1.i uF --.~-' 
edited by Thomas D. Cl:rrk. (Huntinc;tcJn Library, San --iE..ri.!1,), 1976) 182 :p:p. 

INTR:.:i:DUCJION: .--Overla:f.la-c.os- :Jrg in :;;ev -}hf---k.-01filS---i.n---12/-48 ,--and 1-2/L!-9. 
Laughlin½J--t:-"'t->.tal ~~,-~ining ~-~oaeiii:n .,~ 1l0'tm-t---U-ellh-..:the New 
.IL cie-,.;..i-ck "::e-m~~Y,--~b1.,;- __;__:inr::~nd'--? t., 0 :.c L~nea_ -8--o--o ..:.:J..i:::;xbetht-:m. 
/ see :r:hil1i:p--e ;· · t1arsharl-,---11-N-ew----Jersey--:ci;xped-i-t±ons---t-o· c·a11f J:!:rila---in -121~9" , 
:.;:a,0(}2]..!h.J_:·\,,f.:;--9-F-TH& EJ1IB, 1925 .. One oth most intsg Hla the lfowark Overland 
Company with Gen (dr.) John S. Darcy as its captain. Jil~.r.· ts members 
was Darcy's nephew, Charles Glass Gray ... His j reflecy 't .e fact that I for m.m, 
crossg the ctinent was reward within its elf. . . --r .::, 7 members of the HC. . 
At banquet Genral D had he had IJI'acticed medicine 'fr'.5r 40 yrs .. & was under
takg the Calif j as a relaxation fa busy l.JI'O ·V,. 

/ 
/ 

1Iewar~ Overland Co. left march 1 by rail for :.. · a. ; steamer down Ohio from 
1:•i ttsburg (by rail and star3e). . reached I .2zch 29 by steamboat. . :;:;on arr 
at I the boat was a shambles -I from s"lac- , and cases of cholera ;fall N~UARD 
nes:,arer"'/ .. 2,t I its 13 rebel memb,!:z;/withdrew and formed a mule com::pany, 
whereas the General favored oxen. . 'n.e said the mule vs oxen controversy 
wa hardly less vehement tdhan t l~yrar of the Roses. . I report of the 
~ -,,...... ___ n: 1 

... :- - ........ _ +r - .. . .,L'. , :_ TI ,.,, .. , ....._ ~ .._ G,. _ ;:,-... r '"' ..;J... 

TD.QIJtbs. . maps, a field r;lass lk0m~.:::.ss and telesco:pe I and ,- s: each man is 
armed w a revovling :pistol, db gun and a rifle. Suff clothes for 3 years. 

1 . 1 (J- <(;-'°la.~) -> Actually 24 members and " warons. . ::.Class Journ'-'l starts on hay 1, when the 
OC be fan its j in ec: rn.¢st. faith jo1-rrnal xce:pt when ill, July 31 -.Aug 1. 
Few C-R js cb as full verified as this sone/ S. h. lieeker of Newarl( ke:pt 
a j. , much r:iub in ~;.e ia_ .DAILY .ADV&1TIS.2;R,. Others wrote letters, as did Darcy. 
He too keJ?t a j 1;).i_ t has dias:p:peared. . Gray's acct closely J_)aralleled by js 
of Bnuff, ~ er· · s I Geiger & Bryarly, I/.. Buckeye .Rovers, and A, Delano. 
Gray was a , _,, good observer. . There is a i, g_uiet ]?atience. . which reflects 
the flexi bi l 'ty of youth. . Uha tever diffics Gray had the capac to acce:pt themi 
w/ almost .i~ede tinarian fortitude. He looked to his uncle for wisom and author 
In its a/1-.r ::_,as sages the j is elog_ uent in its dscrips. . unfoldinc t0co2_"Jograhy 
in its ytra re and awesome c:randeur. . met2,:phors fror.1 Am and LGnc;lish lit, in
cl1.Lin obscure ::_-:e.ssa1:;es from some authors. . Only note of des::_Jair was illness 
in S10 

Gr-1 Overland J kept in 2 5 x 7 in blank books, leather bound - standard copy 
. .ip'1cs. Hay 1 to Jan arr in SF. . beside narr, Gray kep statistics on milega3e, 

t e 164 encampments, major landmarks, and :prev. weather . . ;:Lt o-f .T "'1 , Cone 
..L Huntinrton L in 1-. '. . . • OJG b Nl§C 1320. . romantic. . via Lassen Cut-off -
- in s u::_:i as !-.otel clerk ,-:m one of houses run by a Jerseyman .. later a clerk 
_;_ NY .. no record c,f his return or his death .. despite intensive search. the 
j a far more worthy monument to its author than a pollution0be0rimed stone in 2.n 
overcrowded urban cemetery. 

A word about Gen Darcy, surgeon & :pres of NJRR and Transp Co .. b 1788, NJ, 
father served as surgeon's mate under l.Tshinton .. 61 yr old endured hardships 
w/o serious physical wear and tear .. ill in Sacramento on friends brigntine. 
ret by Isthmus early 1850, ~xx w gold from sale of claims. . resume :practice 
ccnd leader of l~J Democrats, commandc ceneral of state mili ta.a. . d 1363 . . 
a few NJ letters and diary ::;-arts in the appensix, to corrob nd suj_J the-Gray d. 
lfo trace of Darcy journal or original !Teeker ms. (:9ub in DAILY ADVZRTISER). 
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Cray j of 2498 mi to SF .. Strane;ely, not insriired to write about the 
m nes or t .:e c:1..:::-e.rna of tl.e t hro bbinz r.i ty. . 'i'vlr Lassen Guto::f j s t .:...Lec::.a. of the 
_ mo s 7 u-::: .o, ,.. gave m ...: 1ccinct dscri.... oth diffics of the mo · 1u:.i:i ot'S trail. 
:-1 t men t i n ; fate of t, ,., jac1'-.ass : ,Ztrty of rebels i led by J.:.arles r illespie 
and C'-eo. 11. !Iartin. 

leat le~ible scri:;:it of journal -- full journal FP• 3-160, far more detailed·· 
than the tyIJical diary or "lorr." . lame back &: :;_:iain in side from slee i .. : in 
common stock 1-rae;on, on anvil & s:pades, a.urine; trem thunder storm. 1 '_ oint 
of the :Joods'; or Round Grove :;I;DITOli? 'zj:x.- -- ::•1n.'xfilocl:x 20 mi out ) I 
Ilay 3 Caml) Ho. 3 .. c at 'i'he Lone ~lm _!5~ _Jj mi __ "", '-__ Lfil_·,_1 __ _ 

~lay 4 . . evth in such a wed, cold, muddy & cheerl ess cd t.:l:.. • many 
regret we ever strrted for the golden prize. 
Camp No . .5 .. immense no of wgs in the line of march. 

r 
day 6, Camr No. 6 lay by today, Sunday was r desire ut Genl orderd us to 
lJaSS the ~-Iakarousah. . 2/.i, oxen to a wagon to ne: :-t ed c1ee_;? creeks. . 
hay 9, the Kanszas ferry, 2 wagons at a time, _ ·.1:: w long :poles,. catle swim 

l 
Cam}? lfo. 10, ~ ay 1 . . remains, one sick man , : .l e:.::,;.? .. overhaul wagon .. 
smoked a cou:, . . e . · ~ - set:;ars w/ curtain dra · a.mm tie;ht, had evthinc thro"t-."Il 
out and com:;;,letely cleansed .. nausea myself t - :e brandy and camphor, awaoke 
all in a sweat, and feeling,.lmuch better. , . gave u:r, guard roll 1 bg Secy -of the 

~ Co, cook for :mr mess, nurse for the :::lcV, ... .:. · p _ on common stock wg and also 
·< keep:.ng the register 7 ' 

~~ay 11, Ga!_!l::? 10. sick man betr a.nc0-n says he will n::w :-ct (;.-'. '"l.' ..; doused 
:ltn rain, take dose of ca;•enn"' e ,.:ft & vi ne:a:r. 

l 
hay 12, Cam:p 11. . , - ✓move 0n ,~ . . disi?;'usted and d return home - r wg a 
hos}.Ji tal, up all hours of the . _t e , all d usputinc; and wrangle a bout trifles, 
all exertions to ke1.::f re.er i ._ nsible .. I am vexed that I ever took the rot~te-
the course I had int -n .e. f - ~referable, quicker, cheapr, safr & m0re cleanly 
(via ocean?) 
i·iay 13, Cam:p 12: })asd s -· lm-nt of lottawotamie Is. , at worshi:;_,. 
I-Iay 1.5, i/ 14 heavy .tra_ · c, trains in our v. ,. . • one clim:,se '.)f 1.50 
wa,gons , 1200 oxen, 7 7 men, . then comes rf, Brye:J:s Co. from Louisville Ky 
w 150 more I pa.ck . ,1 · . . first clim:pse of a few women and children 
5/16 as us11al cold o;, rain "led off the dance" . . my rhemn2.tism 
5/l 7 today came to wbere 8 J road jins the I road & there were more teams 
on it. . 200 team~ ahead of us, . grave of one crushed by wagon wheeJ.s. . 

he Hl, ,,' 17. . s:prain a.nkle. . another gr & almost threatened to r;et the 
ruelonc,.olies 25 :rr.i 234 miles 

Eay 19, /f 18. off at L~} oc, w / o breakfast. dd so at 9 w enormous a~:petites 
hay 20 //: 18. hear some trains had oxen driven off by ::.. awnee, so :;en -:,rdered 
the ~uard t b doubled. . lost r;,.a,n ~ ,., e ,.. 12 miles wrong way. . accid with broken 
axle, 300 teams ]ass us, includ at,,::;,:::: train and co dra6oons/ / 
May 21, # 19: Crockett or r train ebtrays a Dragoon deserter .. throw out 
and burn a b::>at, wooden h::ixes, iron chains, iron instruments. . 
E2.y 22, ;'f 20: overtook Dragoons 70 men, bound for FL, 1 ust all Irish & Dutch 
& a :;_:Joor lot at that/. . save Crockett from Drac;oons (r :a.rd at .fi'J? j 
Eay 23 ;/ 21. . Haggon w Crockett s:pills; to ::_yevent bg ove±taken by e.nother 
train 1 2, band on things in a heap and went on. 
IIay 2L~, ;-'/ 22: Off at -f sunrise .. :r:a,ssed Fi . . lg rv like the Ho .. larc;e 
islands & in some :places as wide as the Hudson at NY. . fort built of mud 
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an lo:s .:,., lo ..,1:s a s if a, c r i n d · as i t aw"'y c ..... 2.y 2· ~- )o ·., us 
i"!.,!'' 25 /~ -- , :1:cl. Ld r/ at:a . .-e U'J d ::::IL.11 l.owlg "~ 1rnl0 ·-::s . . fl cn r:.c er in rnucl 
,I "'Y ?f. · 2 ' "11 s ·-·11.· n , or h 1·"-"'- lo s +e,, r-.,. .,. ; ~1·-t ---1 _,, " _ f;st time f" l ,. - C... - 1J • • _._ "- "' I..,. - I .!....(} .,L. _:.. Cl, _, ~ .. -- • I 1..1 .l.. i..., • ,. 1C,:J. - J- ..L. J 

-..a wt:. u_ ;-j_ t ,l1. l:'11;1._ : s tra i.1= fr '1 ffi J ·;r::; evyille, 1. 1c/ l etter t _. t he ,: en. 
Hay 27 ll 25: cold, wet, ice on picket ropes. . antelo}?e chase. , ran. views. 
Hay 28 # 26: i•1et B trader from FL, whCJ rep the rd as bad. . He had a lot of 
robes for sale 
Ii:ay 29, ii 27. . wea:ther and r::iad im:;;xovine: . . then severest storm ,,e v yet 
encountered. "Such sheetsof fire, such bursts of horri ~ thunder - Jhakesr,eare 
1.1.AR .. everything soursed .. whole :prairie around 'J' erflowed ankle dee:;_). 
Hay JO, J 27: c;r storm had us all ur and awake at, nite .. find g 1 iron stove 
bring in, fire, soon gathered around it as many ¢1-e·o,.ees as Eohamots tomb. 
2 enormueus fellows (Bs) came runnin,c; rizht ir,)o the cam1, 1 wound but escape. 
unable to find 1.5 or 2'.) oxen wh.:, were blown jAa::I 
Ifa3r 31 ;'/ 27 det t return h0me when I :r cJ, FL. . brandy helris 
June 2 ,,· 28 /co::_:iious q_uotes/ lJ,:- at 3½- to cross the SF.l. , u1) to 3" dee:;;:,, 
; mile wide O:pp side, B ran 11.ke a 31 ... 1, under sail. . one~-;:iJ.led, cz_n' t eat 
offensive m.eat a. gr disa:;::r;)tment I afte:r: . earing of those splendid B steaks. 

6 /L~ i./ JO: Gff at 5 oc, road bad .:.1 day, sandy & heavy, ;at thru a deer, t:;orge in 
the bleff for 2 or J rn called As: 11ollow. rasd an enc oth Sioux Is, about 20. 
They er Fr w Sx wives & some cl · tl:::'en as fair s r home :;_)reductions .. Sev men 
bouc;ht of them lec;gin8S & ,f~ . These Is didn't look very I like 
June 7 ;'! 33: Sr:iy the C H c.n QR,. • res the chimney of a sugar refinery. . 
CH inaptly named, as it b rs a str resemb to some monotonous bld6s . . GR 
4 mi ahead and stands UJ ~ the sky in fine relief . . about 200 ft hi i & 
some yrs ago Has c ,_ c:l Jed at double that -- but that is doubtful 
June 8 # 34: ~'assed; . blliuffs XID{Me finer than the rock. One immense 
:pile I com].XI. to the C ::_,itol at Washingtonl. . a t .5 oc neared SBs. Near r 
enc a circular f..,r · looked almost exactly like Castle Garden (iW) 
June 9 i1 35, In• __ ted today a straw hat & also :rresented one to the ~en'l. 
l;o small ::,resent . when the sun begins to scorcth everyting. . we should be 
burnt up like a :.. iece of f'ried poric (but for refreshinG ni tes and morninrs) . 
Last nite we h~ arr at ~Bs & today we left them & de·arted from the rim .. 
Camp Ho. 36 une Hl: G.,7a in sturck the rim mobidoux ·3.ss?/ .. hold UIJ for 
J hours acc ... Sabbath, put aside our woolen .:;arnents 
June 11 ;1 Cale to make FL today I mount American flag. . arr 11 oc in co 
w about 1/\ 1 wgs at LR. . The Fort is the ::inly bldg here a miserable old but 
larc;e mud & wood fortification. . .t '.)St Office, amused myself walkg around the 
inside of the fort .. & reading the names of the voyageurs on the walls .. 

June 12 il J8: cam::;?ed last nite 7 miles beyond FL 
June 13 // 39: Lr'. . narrow escape fm crush under the wheels. . thrown bet the 
wheels by a tree against ch I ran, . gg d01-m a ravine, cdnt see acct dust, . 
June 14 $ 40 .. I am a real red man f'rom dust of soil, bright red like :r_xlrd brick 
Jlme 17 ,) 43: lay by acct cd of catl, besides everyb'.)dy else seemed to resrect 
the day and why not we? 1-Te cseq_ h..ad quite a lazy :i.ff day of it .. clerical 
yg cha~ invited us to church in a grove .. black dust .. unrecognizable, 
June 18 # 44; ford instead of ferry 
June 19 ;~~ 45: one wagon overboard, losses of :provisions. . opp shore the 
cfusion XRsz.m-..:1:ITTr incident u~on a gr fire in a city .. 
June 20 ;'./ 46: Ace to arr gs, stay this morning and hell) r frs over. . severely 
blistered my hands, a gr :part oth time bz en3aged in Jullin~ on the rope 
w/ sand cut in pretty well. 
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6/22 ;,.1 49: Overtook Lt Irvine, 1.;.S.A., whis bound 1-rith GT to Eear ~Uver. 
He bee acg_td on boatd the steamer atll. Cincinnati & car,1e to I togher. . Rock A venue 
6 /24 :// 50 IR, sto~? eY.actly op:posi te. li tterally cover' d w names, many yrs 
re~ but 181.J-9 overwhelmed them all. I-Iany ambitious mortals v immortalized 
themss w tar & stone & 1:a.int. . /the strangest and .;1.:- · est sifht I have SR..,. '.';i(RX 
yet had. Sm tremendous volcanic erup no doubt ca~ e ~ it. cam_j_) ;r,/ 
6/25 i/ 51. . tv all day w uS I'rain under Com ::.ra ~. Simonson. . the liajor' s 
daughter ace him, g_u.i te a romantic tri:;:i I t T\ _ _, . J. for her to boast of. . saw 
sev other ladies some on horseback and some / ... !" nice sj_'Jring 1·racons .. one of 
bricht days of the camraicn. 

June 26 if 5?.l deep sand, dreadful for &en .. still with lJ. S. Train, w l~5 
loaded w~s, a formidable array .. -~- oons deserting, 20 out of 60 
June 27 .;.J 53. Lose Faithful Joe .. t . .i:.c ow out 300 lbs, incl my trunk. 
June 28 ,/ 5L~. 1/e move light t .:i · · , one of our mess vi given his lg & heavy 
trunk to one oth officerds to t - ~e t:o Oreron, and shi:::i toSF . . in a hollcm 
find traders from Arkansas. . vCi,t, good for nothing and :;;rice ve gr/ 
June 29 # 55: man w/ knee "'· c trd by l~Lm had leg taken off by the Gen' 1 and 
the lS .ArID;)r sureeon, stu:-e.-ed by chlor::iform,bore it w gr composure. 
June 30 II 56 to exact s'· ,unit of South ::ass 
July 1 rest u::_, July ? .: 58: go 25 miles to Big Sandy. Rt foot lames. scuffles 
July 3 f, 59: Gen'l ~ res me reprim.end .. sev from SLC, 168 m, they had Calif 
gold with them ch I aw for the first time. . take letter home .. Arr Green R. 
July 4 '.;i 60: ~re f" n but 1 travel by this route, :p:rob 7 out of 10 teams gg 
via Sublettes c11 off, and thence towards Fort Hall.l which I think they 1 
regret it .. S i .ce I day the Yorkers r kicking up a devil of a row (I suppose) 
July 7 ii 63. \ IT Bridf:er' s Fort. . feet so sore, have to buy horse at all 
hazards, JJc-Y :~81 for an old, bro~:en down horse oc saddle .. bouE;ht 25 segars . . 
Bridger .as lived here 28 yrs 24 m 1069 miles 

July 14 ,,: 0 .. CSL burst upon r sisht .. at 60c entrd the head oth })rinci:i_nl 
street ~ ed ~migrant Street, hired boys to grass cattle, and then to boarding~ 
The pe _le r sociable, intelliGent ~ :pleasantl . except there appears to be a 

_ f fanaticism. . about all their actions, their 1-::ioks & manners. 
7/1 . today v seen men from all creation .. EDITOR: not only Es, but new 
H C d'.l. 1er s arrive; at rate of 5,000 a year 

!•. l 'L where is ev1.dence of Grays illness ir.. SLC? / 
1 ~ ; late yrs Gray drew a map of his rt on u:.JH map .. rass n :J :._rom::int:Jry 

~int, and s oth City of Il.oc}--..s. . rejoining £; road near thehead of .dish .J:;::s 
Creek ch ha _ its origin in Humboldt 3]ring 
Aur 6/ 89 ~e n:>w begin to count the r.iilestowards horn ..:iiJITm: Glass clvbn 
horrified to !mc,w he was still 736 m awaJr from Sacramento by the windinc r oute 
/rc,ute down Humboldt in vivid detail, confirming reports of others re 
dust, Dig~er Indians, alkali water, non-grass etc. 
8/18 100 Yest Gen'l recd some info we were only about 150 m from 'the digz;ins" 
if we tookl a certain cut off to "the North" .. Ihowever, who had studied the 
maps well, didn;t believe it & would be elad to get off at 350 
B/23 10~: u.nan cclud we had seen the Elephant, as we had about 30 hours w/o 
slee::,, had wlaked 65 mi thru dreadful heavy sand. and dust, and bad water. Had 
're taken old route by the Sink no doubt we d v sufrd more. . Job Denman dead of 
w~lignant typhoid .. I am lame from the kick of an ox .. Bond next .. Gloom 
dis:;_1elled by Ms :::iarty returning with cold .. 

LETI'ERS 1¢,¥ _I.&) 163-170 from DAILY ADV:&.1.TIS:&t (anonymous) 
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1849 John . T. r•alner 

John r, Nilner's Trip to California: 
Alabama Historical Quarterly, Vol 20, 
pp. 523-563. ~afe 523 only is~~~ 

Letters to t . i. Family" 
No. 3 (Fall · ssue, 1958), 
P..!~u~x ~ erta: .1e .t. 

Ft. Childs, JOO miles in The Indian County, . / 18, '49 

Dr. Sister: I m 1 and ha:p:oy na vn seen/-, I xce:p ? fridnely ones, nor had 
any mishap ... There r thousands of men~: along the rd in fact it looks 
like the wgs haulinr cotton to hacon .iultt after a rise in staple. I be there 
r wag·ns st:eetched in sight of one ::.n tMer for 500 miles. . . ~Te just drive 
all day, turn our stock out on the l.pai? € grass at night and cook r supl)er 
and get in r wacons and go t0 slee---'/ except those who stand r;uard. There 
is not much game. We expect i, t o /.- et to California in August. . . If I don't 
make anythng howver Iwill be . omr, soon. . I 1 write you again shortly from 
FL ... Your Aff. Bro. 

ToL Hiss Lilly 

Nor:a::: 

r· ~er, 

A ugstin, No. 
forward 

Ga, July 23d 

, june 14 
5 

15 
ii;, r•1ilner, 1'1 lner, .i:'ike Co., Georgia 

10 

nothing from FL 

other letters l family pertain to events after arr. Calif. 

DEDICATION OF 'rHE /0 r T. HILNER Bil.IIGE 12/12/29. Address by 
General R. E. Ste· ner. ", . b ?ike Ct Sept 26/ d. Birmingham 1898 

this ,wer g')'ld trip ressored Colonel riilner's health ... 

He met neral Riley, then .1:'rov Gov of Calif, and by his a:ppt, 
performed d~ ies of a Surveyor General. He cstruc the first stamp mill 
erec in C f; extracted the first gold at what afterwards became 
Georget •:Y.rii.{ Colo .... ret via Isthmus 

I 
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1~9 Beeson Townsend 

Beeson T01-msend, letter of A ue:ust 7, 134-9, Great Salt Lake City 
in Dale L. rforran-, "Letters of Forty=~Uners written · Iil Great Salt Lake 
City in 1P49, " ~·;33'.E:iIBN HlJI,JANITI@ 11Zv'Ll;H \April, _Y, i.9;, :p:p. 111-113. 

lfri tten to "Dear Brother". Previously un> · · she . . to Benjaimin 
Franklin Townsend, SL, printed by courte ., of Calif Jruia ...:tate Li kar;r 
and perm of liirs. Eugene Howard of Ho • as ::is town, Ky, grandiniece. 

at fort Bridger se::p from De ::-~ , Brown, who took the rt to Fort Hall. 
thru the Snake & EutaN Is, tie · numerous wigwams in the vallie and count
less horses and poneys al:::,1:;s-' e of the mts an interstg sight. Yet not one 
cdb bought or traded of the ... last 2 days .. the worst roads we :passed 
on the whole trip. . /des 2.)tion of this rough :passage/. , at last within 
6 miles of the City I e the hind axel tree of m lg wargon. . I left 
it w th oxen behind ru fod the other wg w my carriage. . recovered. . 
Iv here sold off so e at a loss: pump and hose, copper kettle, 
etc. loss acct oth E unloadg ... But some items command hi :prices,"'/. 
i.e. , wmens sugar and coffee, calicos, shoes. . Hy Alkihaul of 
which I had eny was taken for $4-. per gallon. Hy horse I got a 
FB for $70, him here for $125. 

Horses , mules in gr demand by Es, who s sellg their wgs iii for a 
trifel a 1 i:a,ckng through. . . ~s can supply themss w/ H vegetables. . . 
Descri_:rt: .. of city layout .. and wheat crops .. 

I liehtened up so that I have but 1600 lbs in the g to five yoke 
of ox L,;it :,l us one carriage./// sorry to leave behind Mr. Sands, who is 

1el~ less. . got place w 1'1 family 

I 

,Y ;• ~ 

c-........ €... (...,k... -~-J 

{, • / _, (_:z=; 



1849 James .2. 3q_uire 

James~. Squire, letter of July 18 from City of the Great Salt Lake 
in Dale L. Horgan, "Letters of J'')rt•·=Nine:r.-s i~ itten from Great 3alt 
Lake City in 1849", }'t\T:;-I.STIBN .. u1· ·1 iI'I'Ii!S ,:,,.iNI...,,, (April, 1949), p:p. 106-110, 
Reprinted from the Rockester (NY) DAILY ADVERTISE.i.'l, ctober 16, 1849 by 
courtesy of the Rochester 2ublic Library. .~-,+,;:;-;;.;;:::..~!::-!:'it'!-E-~ee---"f;e-"l';f'II 

y Rill!," 

.. Arr at SJosephA::.:,ril 7, started r l0n_ 1 tedious, toilsome j on lOthj' 
Jd nearly 2 weeks in the midst of cholera, ret I escaped untouched .. Iv an 
appetite like a shark .. obtained by rr .r slur and fatigue. Do not, for 
Gods sake, ever start, or 1 et : '.'.l frs ar , on this rt. It is at tended 
w/ inconcei le hardship and diff.: __ cul ties, and it far 1,ref to f around 
the Cape, or even tog by way of Jh " a .... van horse and ox team .. ah 
}'t 20 m:pd ... descripton of route in 3 sections .. to FL, vast tract of 
:prairie, or 1·lains. . marl and c • packs, and is eq_ual to the plank road 
east of your city .. IR is a mi rable, dirty, shallow stream, l½ to 2 mi 
in width; but has a noble v _ 6 to 12 m wide, })erfectly level. .. a 
fertiel imagination churches, towers, castles, or any other 
struc it chooses. . sand CR, precisely resembles a tunnel set 
u:ppn the lar~e end. feet in height r 

At SBs come into r 3ion sat w alkali. . Fl a single isolated bg of 
adobes. It was dull . desolate here .. From FL to Si, ~-90 i ct is 
mountainous and of VCf- carlic formation, . re IR, I cd discover n ~ 
remarkable in its ai;:iea:rance, .. Above D3 is the Ice Swamp .. di _1cn; 
realize we had croii:ed Si until we came to ?acific Spring . . to Fort Binjet 
(Bridger) ... S1J entirely fenced around, laid out in 10 acre blocks,-, 
subd into lots 'Jj l½ acres each. . resembles a setlment of Irishmen around\ 
some public V-Jr.,..s, • Ci tz r orderly, well disposed, civil, andintelligent. / 

I --+-
mt fever· prev among ~s since green or Colo river .. :prob 500 teams1"' 

(cos?) on tis rt, and not less than 20,000 persons ... no cholera last 
JOO miles. ,. 1 tell yarns about buffalo and antelope, ~ in the back room 
of a sloon in Rochester. ·[ fav and flatterg accts from gold regions by Hs. 
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1849 C .. H. l1. 

,., 

C. H. M., letter of July 8 from City of the Great Salt La~e , in 
Dale L. lfor1:an, ":Letters by Forty-:Ninners, written from r,>;reat Salt Lake 
City in 1849," WESTERN HUY.IANITIES REVIEW (AJ?ril, 11· , 1 :,op. 101=102. 
Reprinted from the St. Louis IITSSODRI REl UBLICAN, J 1 t. 27, 1849 

I arrv here sev days since, ve sick w t h 
tomorrow for the Sacramento Valley. Hy mul 
I 1 g thru in JO days from this place .. 
treated mew gr kindess. 

mt fever .. 1 leave 
r in fine cd, and I think 
~~ Kimball. . recd. and 

Gr deal of sickness among Es -- s ome deaths -- and for last 500 m 
the road has been lit. stren w dearl animals . . . I left Vancourt' s train 
at the upper crossing of the I~. /Harker, I?'· 64, says in let 9/19. . 
Vancourt's tra. n, nostly St. Lo s boys, arrived in the diggings one 
day v{i u~:n: · beforeus. 1•:organ says "Alexander"/ .. mentions 
also Davis' train, G. W. Co n,.. train. John Christy took Sublett's 
Cut-off Capt. Lafferty 1, there ten days since. The Telegraph Company 
passedhere on Monday. . , heard fm frs Radford, Bay, Kennerly &cl./ . . 

/Norgan note: S . lette's Cut-off (prev named for Caleb Greenwood) 
separated from what oecam~ known as the Salt Lake road .. near the crossing 
of the Little Sand,, and struck across ct to reach the Bear Uivr Valley 
near present C-:ik · 11e, Wyoming. f ???? 

of every thing not actualy nee f the trip, and am 
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lPA-9 Anon. UkM. j 
,... 3., 

Anonymous, letter of July, 1849 from Great Salt Lake City, in Dale L. 
Ilorgan, editor, "Letters of Forty-Niners 1-rrittem from Great Salt Lake 
City in 1849", WESTERN HUMANITI.iiS R3VIEU (April, 1949), :pl). 110-111. 
Reprinted from the Kanesveill, Iowa FRGNTIIB GUAPJJIAN, Feb 20, 1850, 
reprinted in turn from AUBURN DAILY ADVER.TISES.. 

The setlment .. comncd July, 1847, the end anniv of ch lb celeb 24. 
city laid out in squares, divided into wards, and blocks, and lots -
ea lot li· acre. . .Poss of these given by drawG lots. . houses of adobes. 
Lake, ch is a gr curiosit7, is 21 m fm city; water saltier taa.n sea
water .. buoyant .. Salt;r·-shoveled u:p by wagon loads like sand, and 
drawn to the city 

Ct setlted by farmers, for 40 m n ands .. H. organization, 
crime control, and financials.DX system .. lg i quans of gold dust brot 
to Setlemtn by discharged soldiers (of H Battalion) .. they r bldg a 
council hs of stone .. also intend to build a temple soon. They r ex
pending large sums on the roads over the mt, and r projecting a new ~oad 
across the desert to the south of the lake to California J;;8te by H rgan: 
This letter is the only indication so far come to light that th I-Is ever 
projected a road s of GSL as an im1:rrovement on the Hastings Cutoff J 

Anonymous, letter of October?, 1849, ditto as above, pp. 113-114 
reprinted from the Hannibal HISS0lJ1U COu1/.IER, January 10, 1850, courtesy 
of the St Hist Soc of Missouri. 

When I fi:sst came into th v lg nu Es here that xected to stay till 
s:pring, but now all seem det to go on, mainly oweinE to the uncongeniality 
of feelg .. I vbn disp in them. I had supposed them an abused people .. 
falsely accused of all manner of crime in the states ... From the highest 
in authroity to the most servile and beggarly, they will steal, rob and beg 
worse than the worst indians we have yet met with. 'l'hey v r.esroted to all 
manner of devices to induct l!Js to i[ay, for no reason but to steal and bwe; 
rom t. -m. . . . take them as they are, the earth does not ... 'Jduce so degraded, 

so damnable community of ::>eo;l t . .. Their Bishops take as many women as 
th<:y rr sh, and ii discard them at their :pleasure .. H. mothers and their 
a·ghters .. . 1 

Note by E rgan: Nany forty-niners got wind of fJj_ riolygamy, but this 
must have been~one of the earliest reports to appear in print 
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1849 "Gold Hines" 

"Gold i·Iines", letter of October 18, Great Salt Lake City to llr. Editor, 
in "Letters of Forty-Niners written from Great 3al t Lake City in 1849," 
W.illTERN HlJHAlHTIZ3 R:c;VL!M (A:;rr-il, 1949), :pp. 114-116. RerJrtined 
ReJ.)rinted from the St. Louis .KkSiSX:::::d.:. IHSSOURI R~ UBLICAN, Jan 18, 1850, 

Xe:pec to lv for the diggic;ns by the south I, route, ch is said to 
l: ra.ssa le only in the win · -=:t· season. lg co. ?f .C:s ."'ired a h cuide 
_,apt / J efferson? Hunt of the N cattalion;, and started on the south route 
s ome three weeks since .. /i ote r Ifor: an: This ,:as t ,e ince,:rtion of the celeb 
Death Valley rarty. . These immigrants rendezvous c ir: utah V, left Oct L~/ 
This ls a co who came in too late to g by the north route. 2, few hs came 
tha.t ii<' Y from the diccir s. . '!'he iiis that v come in r said t v brot some 
2 oi or J hundred thousand i gold ... 

Eessrs. Livingston and Kinkaid, merchants of your place, v had their goods 
open here a bcmt 2 weeks. . I went into their store . . but cd get no m chance 
to trade than you could in a bee hive, tho they had 8 or 10 clerks. 
iliDITORS NOTE: L & K were from Kanesville. Although non-Normans, they won 
a recog ~lace in commerce until the Utah expedition. 

Another store t opened by merchant from NY name of Reese. He is about 
to return with $5,000, the product of 4 days sale /eiillITORS NOT:3;: John 
Reese fig :prom in Utah bus affairs, best remembered as proprietor of Horman 
Staton in the carson Valley .. / 2 1 shops of goods among 15,000 ~eople 

Zx::)ress fm H camp, near S.F , snow deep. . I fear some poor creature 1 v 
cold toes before they get through ... These Hs r pretw good at hatching 
up thine;s, They r makg a road thru the mts from the W ber to this ].)lace . . 
good people to lve amonst, only for one thing, mu: I brok my demijohn and spilt 
my brandy on the mts, and I can not get a new s 1_ 1.,ly w/o €:ivg 8 or 10~ per g. 
H law that any one that seels grog shall r;ay .50c duty .. maybe a e;ood :;;ilan, 
for I vn seena drunken man since we arived here. 

If I were known as a writer, or were m cal)able, Id give my name; 
but as it is I 1 simply siens myself a traveler to 

GOLD l'IINIS 
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1852 John Hawkins Clark 

Glc:xk, j. obn Ba widr:::,, "Overland t0 the Gold Fields of California in 
1852: The Journal of ... , expanded and revised from notes made during 
the Journey," :G:!dited by Louise Barry. THE KANSAS HISTOdICAL QUAR.T2i.1LY, 
Vol. XI, No. 3 (AuGust, 1942) 227-296 

b. 1313 NJ , was 11 when family moved to Ohio. . . li vinr.; in C incinnL ti 
in 1352, contractor, logging, coal huiness .. C & nabor J ;1:,· Andrew Brown 
formed ]:artnership f ex:ped to Sacramento .. adv for ~se w-r ~, book 20 at 
t100. head .. Godf'rey C. Ingrim (rems 1905 -- see ms ii t Collec, IUiS) iden
tifies 15 of the :party. . C: all from Cine sc 2 a ,, -iam: . . "we brought 
every man and evey horse and mule s~ely thru the and tireseom j." 

C's family remain Ohio. , he in Calif 5 yrs. . luck, but housg & 
business boom, supt bldg construction .. heln. rebuild ?lacerville .. ret 
in 1857 by 0cean and Ithswns ... d. 1;:ansas 900 

II THE JOURNAL. April 22-September 4, .,52. f.n. published here, with 
minor deletions, as lprinted in the T..,_-e ·- ;Jail , Hay 25-0ctober '/. 12, 1888. 
Editorial notes for clarity and con: ~is on w/ other overland js. one 
of the more extensive, detailed, o. • literary merit. Introspection on 
April 22, day of de~r;ia,rt11re for S y coat. "Uas Inot after all going on 
a fool's errand?" .. 4 yrs, m · ::_)ected absence, . "Yet hope, that bright 
:pat star of rrry,, existence, s.t.r - brightly pon my r,athway. . " 

L~/25 arr STL, . hurry & .:: r• ... i on .. transfer goods and chattels fro:i -~he 
good steamer G.H. S _,_ to Clipper ao. 2, bound for St. Joe. , every h::>le 
and corner full to over 0 1 n,: .. Hay 2: :passed wreck of steamer Salua. ,1 n . 
Lexineton .. r boat "V ..:loaded , w/ "largest crow that ever travld up t •~is rv 
on one boat." . Nay ,:; arr SJ. . . Hay 6 fill es two :pae;es. dvt wait J ar 
acct line-up for f e · boats, so raise sunken boat, calk, a cross mules and 
oxen sev trips, de pi te orneriness .. opp shore .. many muscians w diff cos 
surr us, all 111""' c ice sweet tunes + croaking f'rogs. 5/81! as far as the 
8,Je c reach the oad is filled wan anxious crowd, all in a hurry 
f. f.n. :p. 234 ._ Clark autobioe;raphy, 11'.is. in Root collection, KHS/ . extortion 
at Holf Creek ·•ridce beyond the iresb missions for Iowa, Sauk & F'ox. . 
tra~ic scene , 1 help bury child, filled w stones & dirt ... 5/14 con Nemaha. 
cholera cas s . . 5/16 Big Blue. . on E bank a private p. o., a dramshop, 
hotel and er.ry, business all under one roof. Hail letter $1. dram of i. 
whiskey J~ , wagn over rv, $4, and no (7'UmblinG, (Frank J. 1Iarshall, at 
future rs l e .) We forded. 5/20 Little Blue. Beautiful. Bears. 
"Beaut · f , l and fertile vale." 

train o Rh traders cominr; into the sts loadedw furs. . 
" r sty looking appearance." . . .L!i train wrecked by the smell. . . but little 
s mrathy for anyone on this road , no matter what may be his ed .. 
5 25 make i:latte valley. 5/26 now in v of magnificent .ilatte River (2 :pages) 
" .. i c looking and viewg ths broad sheet of wtr one almost feels that it 
comes from fair1 lland . . beau 1 islands like gems upon its it bosom, . 
extensive :philosophy refuture of savages, . extensive dscr.:.TJt of Ft. f.."'arn.ey 
not as charming as it looked in the distance .. sick immigrants r taken to 
the hospital and treated by army surgeons .. 6 or 8 miles beyond we camp. 
Here is a ford and man;w r crossinc to HS. Sm v idea more grass on NS 
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