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1852 John Hawkins Clark (2

’h“ 5/2? Another train of Hil traders passed down today. . a hard lokking set.
Men, oxen and wgs all partook of the same peculiarities, the color of
faded tan bark., (or yellow). . . (no miles given). . B chips for fuel.

B shulls, for messages & marksmen/ / / 5/31. Nothing of interest. . it
Was travel, travel, travel, amid the dust of a thousand teams.

6/1 Uizote from highest point we have yet seen (& L,
wonder where such a multitude of men, women, children and animals are
marching to. . Cglifornia and Cregon have lured that f crowd from many a
happy home. . 6/2 SF forded today. . up to 3/4 n in width, 6 to 25 inches
in depth, but the bottom is quicksand. "There is, perhaps, more fup; more
excitement, more shipping, more swearing and more whiskey drank ¥ this
place than at any point on the I river. . the brandy cure. 73 the road
leaves the r river, cross highlands, makes a cut off to therTv again at
Cedar Bluffs. . 6/U4 strike hdwtrs of Ash Holow. .nothingre v yet seen c
exceed the beuaty of AH, idyllic scenes. . graveyzzd,”. sickness and death
v marred the pleasures of r J

6/6 cpld to tv today, Sunday thoush it i#z7 . absence of grass. . returning
party of 3, all left out of 20. . road thickly strewn w/ graves. 6/8:
awoke this mz just as th risg sun was flgdding w its golden light that giant
monument of the nlains (C HR). . optl delusins. . CR 3 m to left, visited,
300' perhaps 30 or 40 fi square, holMngs its size, or nearly so, its
entire height; a wonderful specime® of natural ruins. . . Scott;s Bluffs,
like fortified ramparts to guzrdAhe safety of millions.

) 6/12 FL. . we er L rv o
' Der wagon. . many pack the

r a bridge just above the Jje, £ ch we paid 33.
zoods at this point; a hard way to travel, I shd
think, . 150 offcs nd mepf all app tb 1 behaved, ready to help the unfortunate.
The hospital ctains mgpf sick immigrants. . . lengthy essay on future of

NIV. "Cities & towmy’l flourish anda gr rr 1 run along its entire length. ."
6/15 Bis. . we r ty/follow fhe_P r 150 m over rugged hilly ct. The rv cnn
be fod only on i{f general course, . . 6/1? » grave of a man just hung. . the
murder was rroyéd fair and square. . three cheers that justice, qulck and
sure, was sofromptly administred. (Ingrim describes liiller-Tate affair). .
“assed & new graves today; they line either side of the road fﬂ and in
number, Fezrful to contemplate. . . 6/22/F8FFy of rlatte v, cost #32; ferry
but swim stock. . negro rescues drowning men, & cheered.

6/23 lv P rv for good. . essays on beauty of :V and"valley and the shadow
of death."” . . est at this camp 2 to 4,000 people v found graves since lvg lioR..
fm this pt to the topmeost lﬁeeights oth Rlis is r next stage of tv}l the road
takes immed to the high lands. . rattlesnzke hill. . Avenue LRocks. . Willow

Springs. . mirapes of oases. . . 6/25 IR, greatboulder all in one piece. . to
rear, desert abounding in alkali lakes. . pestilential district. . to west
Devils Gate. . graves, "a more permanent tombstone cdnvbn erected.”

no power, but the power of the rod w ch Moses smoke the rock in the wilder-
ness, cdv sundrd this gr mt nd made it one oth wonders oth gr Am desert.™ .
m wonderful apparations. . woman deserted, w 3 children; but soon fn frs.
r wearisome J rrevents much agility w "the light fantastic toe." . . 6/30
cross South Fass. . racific Springs. . dead cattle thick on the road; poison-
ous water and a scarcity of feed is killg them off by the 100s. . 1 girl

,) finds a new mother, "humanity in its most lovely vhase.'



1852 John Hawkins Clark (3)

?/2
rassed the forks oth road today. . Uhy "Cut off" wm it is a con-
tinuation of same road to Ure and Calif? lan tryg 4 persuade naming
danger of no grass and lMormons to left. "The prang/secret of this man's
elogquence was that he was the proprietor of the Zfrry. . We to left to
Little Sandy r. . . . ?/3 to Green r. . 7 Ft. pfidger. ."the residence oth
colonel is of logs and forms a hollow square/ . massive gate." . colonel
the lord and master o two yellow skinned lgfies and ack father of any number
of boys and pirls . of tawny complextion/. men of the mts w/ a bold, fearless
dare-devil look.. . . the lone pilgrim Macrive as a cat and fresn as an
Anboy oyster." . . ?/13 into 3I¥. . gescribes fake hospital, canals SLC. .
camp beyond. . SLC the great half-wgf mile stone and resting place for the
California pilgrim. . extensive dsgfeription of city and inhabitants. . .

?/23 up 3LV, mts to r riglA, SL to r left. . Bear River crossing on
Mormon ferry, $3. per wg.. ly¥shmen'sshow; it cost nothing to get in, but a g
deal to get out. . ?/29 54 to je of SL & cut-off road. down Goose Creek v.
8/2 over mts to head of Hyfiboldt River. . the dreadful H-- of ch such hard
stories vbn circulated. / 40 mile desert between sink of H--- and Carson R.
9/1 arr ilacerville. A 9/h enter Sacramento 12 noon (after passing Sutter's
Fort., . "We Jad, as »our looks indicated, crossed a ctinent, but in crossing
had nearly lost oy natinality, for to the unprac eye-e 1lkd m 1like Illungarians
than Amcitz. doinz for all the world like the remant of a discorganized
army that had Just escaped destruction."”
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1249 D. C. Douner
Dewitt

-"‘-‘

D. C. Downer, letter of August 18, 1849 from Veaver's Zigcins, to hiw

wife, in Russell 3. Bidlackl&TTERS HOMZ: THE STORY ¢ ANF AROBCR'S FORTY_NINERS
(Ann Arbor, 1960), »p. 32-33." Rmmiahed Clioping PPom WASHTENAYW WHIG, n.d.,
in IMichigan Historical Collections, Lniv of kichifen

<o Riswife

>

Ttwmemaue dhis - the first oppor I # had, to send u a letr since we
left CBs, and I think by the time u rec/this u 1 imagine we r 2ll dead. .
Ke arr here at the first "Gold Dirsring” on r route, after a ve tediour and toil
some j more than 2,000 m f CBs. e # all in g health and spirits. altho we
do not find the prospects quite as/flattering for gainineg as has been reptd.
Sacramento is 45 m from this nla
ot~ Coupfil Bluffs
We crossed the uo R hay & / s Jor:

Uexiden gomt an o tiho il muns ‘
lettear= 1 ASarEs 7 £ =T in + 5 s
agzin—erassed the B asnd-—» ok—the—$»=3in. . . saw sev Is, but they did not
give chase -- if they hgf, 1 cdv left them out of sight very soon, as I xk had
a ve swift Mexican pony. . to FL, crnss 55. . There were 700 teams, and =11
crowding as fast as ey cd, for fear of a scarcity of grass on the liountains.
vl L
Here we met J. H, Aalker, formerly of Lima. . His co fthe Jonesville group/
turned to recking ¥u but we came on w r wg on the race courase, for it cdb
crared to nethixds else. . . Hot an animal ever passed us from this place. . %e
2 rrr—ota6s . . until we z2rrvd at the &3x GSL. . the road over the
Iilis is not vgry bad. . but at Sierra Ks, 5 m a day was it

Sent £23, Sutter's nills. . if my wife was here I cd make a fortune
by keepipes boarders
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1849 - Charles Class Cyay

Charles Grass hlayf, Ci¥® AT SUHRISE: Thn OVERIAND JOURIAL OF
edited by Thomas D. Glark. (Huntington Library, San lizrino, 1976 82

ITRODUCSION : —Overlzad cos org in sev Mi—towns—4n-12/48, and 1-2/L9.
Laugh%fnﬁy%ééaa}—¢4éiﬂaﬁLTdning_EKQGhL-' liount-ileldy, the Hew
Brunewiok-Seomzeny,—Well;s Oompany, theWhitshead-Co-of ilizabethton.

/see rhillip €+ Harsnall;"Hew-Jersey—pxpeditions—to Califriila in 1249",
;uOGmmé?iﬂhdq?‘ﬁﬁffﬂﬁ37~iﬁij . One oth most intsg wla the Newark Cverland
Company with Cen {dr.; John 5. Darcy as its captain. Amonz Ats members

was Darcy's nevhew, Charles Glass Cray.. . lis J raf”ﬂct'“the fact that, for him,
'crossg the ctinent was reward within itself. . . oxiz ,3 members of the LC.

At banquet Genral D had he had practiced meﬁicine = U0 yrs. . & was under-

| takg the Calif j as a relaxation f a busy pro 1ifel

=r

| Hewar# Overland Co. left march 1 by rmil for ZLhila.; steamer down Ohio from
Iittsburg (by rail and staze). . reached I fiarxeh 29 by steamboat. . pon arr
at I the hoat was & shambles ¥ from snags, and cases of cholera 7all NIVARD
nesﬂapers/. . 2t I its 13 rebel member® withdrew and formed a mule company,
whereas the General favored oxen. . Zhe said the mule vs oxen controversy
wa hardly less vehement tdhan th' fiar of the Roses. . I rEﬁort of the
S%. Lopls RIARLIGAFTefes—to :

" months. . maps, a fleld glass

COMDasSs and telescore, aqd xxms each man is

armed w a revovliing pistol, db gun and a rifle. auff clothes for 3 years.
Actually 24 members and ¥ wagonsl . Zlass journal starts onh ey 1, when the
0C began its j in earnest. . faith Journal xcent when ill, July 31l-aug 1.

Few CR Js cb as fully verified as this sone/ S. k. lHeeker of Neward kept
2 j., much pub in ”4war& DATLY ADVARTISER. Others wrote letters, as did Darcy.

He too kent a J it has diasppeared. . Gray's accet closely paralleled by Js
of Bouff, .erldpys, ueiver & Bryarly, ﬂ Buckeye dovers, and A. Delano.
Gray was a goodobserver. ., There is a # guiet patience. . which reflects

the flexibility of youth. . WUhatever diffics Gray had the cavac to accept themr
w/ almost predestinarian fortitude. He looked to his uncle for wisom and author
In its mgdy oassazes the J is eloguent in its dscrips. . unfolding togowmograhy
range and awesome grandeur. . metaphors from Am and dnglish 1it, in-
cluding obscure rassages from some authors. . Only note of despair was illness

GraV/Overland J kept in 2 5 x 7 in blank books, leather bound - standard cony
bogks. May 1 to Jan arr in SF. . beside narr, Gray kep statistics on milegagze,
the 164 encampments, major landmarks, and vrev. weather. gift of I T, Gone

Ea Huntineton L in 122# .« GG b NEBC 1820. . romantic. . via Lassen Cut-off -
in NY

ds up as hotel clerk on one of houses run by a Jerseyman. . later a clerk
. no record of his return or his death. .despite intensive search. . the
J a far more worthy monument to its author than a pollutionfbegrimed stone in zn
overcrowded urban cemetery.

A word about Gen Darcy, surgeon & sres of NJRR and Transp Co. . b 1788, NJ,
father served as surgeon's mate under Wshinton. . 61 yr old endured hardships
w/o serious physical wear and tear. . i1l in Sacramento on friends brigntine.

ret by Isthmus early 1850, zkxk w gold from sale of claims. . resume rractice
and leader of NJ Democrats, commandg general of state militaa. . d 1863 .

a few IJ letters and diary narts in the apnensix, to corrob nd sup the Gray d.
Ho trace of Darcy Journal or original Meeker ms. (pub in DAILY ADVERTISER).
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\ hospital, up all hours of the :
‘all exertions to .&E’.'L.f srder i

1840 Charles Glass Gray (2)

Cray J of 2498 mi to SF. . Strangely, not inspired to write about the

mines or the drema of thc throbbing city. . Ivle Lassen Cutoff Jjust ahecd of the
famo s'f JibB, = gave m succinct dscriy oth diffics of the mounteinovs trail.

Ko I mentisn of fate of the jackass party of rebels Y led by Charles fillesple
and Ceo. i, Martin. .

leat legible script of Jourmal -- full journal pp. 3-160, far more detailed”
than the typical diary or "log." . lame back & .ain in s1de from SlEC“ nz in

common stock wagon, on anvil & spades, during trem thunder storm. _oint
of the Voods') or hound Crove IDITORT IodExaiExSRxkx 20 mi out g

Hay 3 Camp Hn. 3. . ¢ at The Lone Ilm 15mi 35 mi (efmulative
ilay 4 . . evth in such a wed, cold, muddy & cheerless cd thay many of us

regret we ever strrted for the golden nrize.

Ccamp Ho. 5. ., immense no of wgs in the line of march.

iiay 6, Camp No, 6 lay by today, Sunday was r desire,//but Genl orderd us to
pPass the Wakarousah. . 24 oxen to a wagon to nerotigfed dee> creeks. .

may 9, the Kanszas ferry, 2 wagons at a time, - d w long poles,.catle swinm
Camp No. 10, ay 17. . remains, one sick man, ¥lera?. . overhaul wagon..

smoked a counle m¥maex secars w/ curtain draw
out and completely cleansed. .nausea myself,/take brandy and camphor, awaocke
all in a sweat, and feelinﬂimuch better. . pave up guard roll, bg Secy of the
Jo, cook for our mess, nurse for the sick, 2r on common stock wg and also
keening the register

dowm tight, had evthing thrown

piay 11, Camp 10. . sick man betr zn * doused
in rain, take dose of ezyen ;

dMay 12, Camp 11. nove OnNvwa . disgusted and d retvrn home - r wg a

te, all dusputing and wranglg about trifles,
_951ble . L am vexed that T ever took the rouvte—-
the course I had initnded fz# preferable, quicker, cheapr, safr & more cleanly
(via ocean?)
lay 13, Camp 12: oasd seflment of iottawotamie Is. . at worship.

May 15, # 14. . . heavy Araffic, trains in our way. . cne glimpse of 150
wzgons , 1200 oxen, 70/ men. . then cones ﬁ Bryants Co. from Louvisville Ky
W 15n more, pack mitleg. . first glimose of a few women and children

5/ 16 as usuzl cold & rain "led off the dance". . my rheumstism

ﬂ 1? today came to Z%ere £J rozd jins the 1 road & there were more teanms

on 1t. . 200 teamg ahead of us. . grave of one crushed by wagon wheels.

My 18, & 17. ./srrain ankle. . another gr & almost threatened to get the

¢ meloncholies/ 25 mi 234 miles

liay 19, # 18, off at L‘ oc, W/o breakfast. . dd so at 9 w enormous anpetites
hay 20 # 18. hear some trains had oxen driven off by .awnee, so Gen ordered
the guard tb doubled. . lost man "3eﬂ 12 miles wrong way. . accid with broken
axle, 300 teams Dass us, includ =z USC train and co dragoons

May 21, # 19: Crockett or r train ebtrays a Dragoon deserter. .throw out
and burn a boat, wooden boxes, iron chains, iron instruments. .

ey 22, # 20: overtook Dragoons 70 men, bound for FL, mcst all Irish & Dutch
& a poor lot at that/. . save Crockett from Dragoons (rewsrd zt FJ7)

Hay 23 # 21. . Uaggon w Crockett spills; to iwevent bz ovettaker bty another
trein, sbandon things in g heap and went on.

Vay 24, # 22: Off at ¥ sunrise. . passed FK. . 1lg rv like the Ho. . large
iglands & in some places as wide as the Hudson at Y. . fort built of mud
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1849 Charles Glass Zray (3)

A

1 & looks as if a g rain 4 wash it away. . carry x wood W us
day 254 23, , keptd ¥ awake by dismal howlg of wolves. . flomnder in mud
Zf ey 26 5 2%. . all siching for/lBuffalo steaks. . sighted for fist time
Same up with Knapos trains from Jersevyille, I1l. w/ letter to the Cen.
liay 27 i# 25: cold, wet, ice on picket ropes. . antelope chase. . pan, views.
lay 28 # 26: liet B trader from FL, who rep the rd as bad. . He had a lot of
robes for sale
llay 29, i# 27. . weather and road imzroving . .then severest storm we v yet
encountered. "Such sheetsof fire, such bursts of horrid thunder - Shakespeare
LIAR. . everything soursed. . whole prairie around cverflowed ankle deep.
Hay 30, # 27: pgr storm had us all up and awake at/fite. . find g 1 iron stove
bring in, fire, soon gathered around it as many gévobees as liochamots tomb.
2 enormusus fellows {Bs) came running richt int6 the camp, wound but escape.
unable to find 15 or 20 oxen who were blown sfiay
May 31 # 27 . . det t return home when I zéach FL. . brandy helps
June 2 ' 28 /Jeanious quotesf Ur at 3% #& to cross the SF, up to 3" deep,
> mile wide. . Opp side, B ran 1like a spAp under sail. . onekilled, can't eat
offensive meat 2 gr disaprtment, aftep/hearing of those splendid B steaks.

6/ # 30: GEf at 5 oe, road bad al)} day, sandy & heavy, zat thru a deep corge in
the bluff for 2 or 3 m called Agh/fiollow., rasd an enc oth Sioux Is, about 29.
They er Ifr w Sx wives & some chfldren as fair s r home productions.. Sev men
bought of them leggings & #p pfeassins. . These Is didn't }ook very I like
June 7 # 33: Spy the C H ang CR, . res the chimney of a sugar refinery. .

C H inaptly named, as it bglrs a str resemb to some monotonous bldgs. . CR

4 mi ahead and stands up @~ the sky in fine relief. . about 200 ft hi f &
some yrs ago was celculsfed at double that -- but that is doubtful

June 8 i# 3Y4: passed 0F. . bhuffs kmxme finer than the rock. One immense

pile I compd to the C£nitol at Washingtonl. . a t 5 oc neared SEs. Hear

enc a circular formgy/ looked almost exactly like Castle Carden (HY)

June 9 i+ 35. . Invgnted today a straw hat & also Jresented one to the Cen'l.
o small mresent /£ when the sun begins to scorcth everyting. . we should be
burnt up like a flece of fried pork (but for refreshing nites and mornings). .
Last nite we hyfd arr at S8s & today we left them & derarted from the rim.
Camp No, 36 June 10: arain sburck the rim Robldoux rass?f. . hold upn for

3 hours acet/Sabbath, put aside our woolen gzarnents

June 11 # 37: Calc to make FL today, mount American flag. . arr 11 oc in co
w about 170 wgs at LR. . The Fort is the only bldg here a miserable old but
larze mud & wood fortification. . Lost O0ffice, amused myself walks around the
inside of the fort. . & reading the names of the voyageurs on the walls. .,

June 12 i 3%: camped last nite ? miles beyond FL

June 13 # 39: Lr. . narrow escane fm crush under the wheels. . thrown bet the
wheels by a tree against ch I ran. . gg dowm a ravine, cdnt see acct dust,

June 14 $ 40, , I am a real red man from dust of soil, bright red like npdrd brick
June 17 # 43: 1lay by acct cd of catl, besides everybody else seemed to respect
the day and why not we? Ve cseq hed quite a lazy NY day of it. . clerical

yeg chap invited us to church in a grove. . black dust. . unrecognizable,

June 18 # 44; ford instead of ferry

June 19 # 45: one wagon overboard, losses of provisions. . opp shore the
cfusion xEzmmkiex incident upon a gr fire in a city.

June 20 # 46: Ace to arrgs, stay this morning and heln r frs over. . severely

blistered my hands, a gr part oth time bz enzazed in npulling on the rope
w/ sand cut in pretty well.



1849 Charles Glass Gray (&)

6/22 # b8: Overtook Lt Irvine, U.3.A., whis bound with CI to Bear Aiver.

e bec acqgtd on boatd the steamer ad Cincinnati & came to I togher. . Rock Avenue
6/24 # 50 IR, stop exactly cpposite. litterally cover'd w names, many yrs

ren but 1249 overwhelmed them all. Many ambitious mortals v immortalized

themss w tar & stone & paint. ./the stranzest and grarndest sight I have mm=zmiixek
yet had. Sm tremendous volecanic erup no doubt cayged it. . camp G

6/25,? 51, . tv all day w U3 Train under Com Maj< Simonson. . the Major's
daughter acc him, quite a romantic trip I thopght for her to boast of. . saw

sev other ladies some on horseback and some An nice spring wagons. . one of
bricht days of the camnaign.

June 26 ;# 52: deep sand, dreadful for Axen. . still with U. 5. Train, w 45
loaded wzs, a formidable array. . d¥sfoons deserting, 20 out of 60
June 27 # 53. Lose Taithful Joe. throw out 300 1bs, inel my trunk.

June 28 # 54, Ve move lirht today/, one of our mess vg given his lg & heavy
trunk to one oth officerds to tzlhe th Oreron, and shin to3I" . . in a hollow
find traders from Arkansas. . Astl good for nothing and -rice ve gr/

June 29 # 55: man w/ knee sfatrd by pun had leg tzken off by the Cen'l and

the US Army surgeon, stupefled by chloroform,bore it w zr composure.

June 30 # 56 to exact syfimit of South Iass

July 1 rest up July 2/# 58: go 25 miles to Big 3andy. Rt foot lames. Scuffles
July 3 59: Gen'l z¥fes me revrimend. . sev from SLC, 168 m, they had Calif
gold with them ch T Aaw for the first time. . take letter home., Arr Creen R,
July 4 4 60: e £f¥nd but 1 travel by this route, prob 7 out of 10 teans gz

July 7 i 63. rr Brideer's Fort. . feet so sore, have to buy horse at all
hazards, pey/ 381 for an old, broken down horse & saddle.. bought 25 segars.
24 m 1069 miles

. GSL burst upon r sizht. . at 60c entrd the head sth principa

The pegyile r sociable, intellipgent & wpleasantl . except there appears to be a
tinge/>f fanaticlism. . about all thelr actions, their looks & manners.

?/1? . today v seen men from all creation. . LDITOi: not only s, but new

M epnverts arrive at rate of 5,000 a year

ldil where is evidence of Grays illness in SLC0%/

JILuiy late yrs Gray drew a map of his rt on ULIR map. . pass n o .romnontary
foint, and e oth City of Dlocks. . rejoining & road near thehead of Bishors
Oreek ch had its origin in Humboldt Soring

Avg 6/ 89 Ve now begin to count the milestowards hom ZDITOR: Glass dvbn
horrified to know he was still 736 m away from Sacramento by the winding route
/route down iumboldt in vivid detail, confirming reports of others re

dust, Digeer Indians, alkall water, non-grass etc.

8/18 100 Yest Cen'l recd some info we were only about 150 m from 'the digsins"
if we tookl a certain cut off to "the Korth". . Ihowever, who had studied the
maps well, didn;t believe it & would be glad to get off at 350

9/23 10%: unan cclud we had seen the Zlevhant, as we had about 30 hours w/o
sleep, had wlaked 65 mi thru dreadful heavy sand and dust, and bad water. Had
we taken old route by the Sink no doubt we dv sufrd more. . Job Denman dead of
mzlignant typhoid.. I am lame from the kick of an ox. . Bond next. . Gloom
dispelled by Ms narty returning with geld.

LAITERS I¢# I&) 163-170 from DAILY ADVERTISZIR  (anonymous)
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1849 John .T. Milner

John T, Milner's Trip to California: Letters to th f Family"
Alabama Historiczl Quarterly, Vol 20, No. 3 (Fall y?éue, 1958),
Pp. 523-563. cage 523 only 1s xmckkwmbmex periinent.

Ft. Childs, 300 miles in The Indian County, [Zy 18, '49

Dr. Sister: I m1leand hapoy nd vn seen
any mishavn. . . Theré r thousands of men £ along the rd in faect it looks
like the wgs hauvling cotton to lhacon Jugh after = rise in staple. 1 be there
r wagns steetched in sight of one anotfer for 500 miles. . . ¥We Just drive
all day, turn our stock out on the iphirie grass at night and cook r supner
and get in r wagons and go to sleeny except those who stand guard. There

is not much game. We expect é to fet to California in August. . . If I don't
make anythng howver Iwill be homg’ scon. . I 1 write you again shortly from
FL. . . Your Aff. Bro.

n I xcen 7 fridnely ones, nor had

Augstin, Mo. , June 14 10
forward 5
er, Ga, July 23d o
15

Tol IMiss Lilly 4. Milner,/lilner, rike Co., Georgia
NOT'®: nothing from FL
other letters fio family pertain to events after arr. Calif.

DEDICATION OF THE JOHN T. MIINER ERIDGE 12/12/29. Address by
General R. E. Ste¥ner. -. . b Pike Ct Sept 26/ d. Birmingham 1898

. this overlzpd trio ressored Colonel Milner's health., . .

He met Ggneral Riley, then (rov Gov of Calif, and by his appt,
performed duties of a Surveyor General. He cstruc the first stamp mill
erec in Calffl; extracted the first gold at what afterwards became
Georgetoymy, Colo. . . . ret via Isthmus
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1849 Beeson Townsend

Beeson Townsend, letter of August 7, 1849, Great Salt Lake City
in Dale L. MYMorgan, "Letters of Forty=iNiners written m Great 3alt Lake
City in 1849, ™ UVZSESRN HUMANITIZS REVIIV (@April, 49, pp. 111-113,

Written to "Dear Brother". Previously unpuy¥lished. . to BenJaimin
Franklin Townsend, SL, orinted by courte of California State Lilrary
and nerm of lirs. Dugzene Howard of Howapdstown, Ky, grandiniece.

at fort Bridger sep from Dec¥. Brown, who took the rt to Fort Hall.
thru the Snzke & Zutah Is, tieip’ numerous wigwams in the vallie and count-
less horses and poneys alaongsie of the mts an interstg sight. Yet not one
cdb bought or traded of thep! . last 2 days. . the worst roads we passed
on the whole trip. . /dezgfiption of this rough passage/. . at last within
6 miles of the City I ke the hind axeltree of m lg waggon. . I left
it w th oxen behind and fod the other wg w my carriage. . recovered. .
I v here sold off sope articles at a loss: pump and hose, copper kettle,
etc. loss acct othegf E unloadg. . . But some items command hi prices,
i.e., wmens dress#€, sugar and coffee, calicos, shoes. . liy Alkihaul of
which I had not #fsed eny was taken for 4. per gallon. . liy horse I got a
FB for $70. cf/sell him here for $125.

Horses & mules in gr demand by Es, who s sellg their wgs #ﬁﬂ for a
trifel and/packng through. . . Zs can supply themss w/ I vegetables. .
Descrintipn of city layout. . and wheat crops. .

I / lightened up so that I have but 1600 1lbs in the g to five yoke
of oxeh,Af tlus one carriage./ / / sorry to leave behind Mr. Sands, who is
perf fielvless. . got place w I family



1849 James <. 3quire

James &. Squire, letter of July 18 from City of the Great 5alt Lake
in Dale L. ilorgan, "Letters of Forty=Wliners written from Great 3alt
Lake City in 1849", WIZSTIRN HUMARITIES RaVI (A*lrll 1949), pp. 106-110.
Reprinted from the Rockester (NY) DAILY ADVERTISER, tober 16 1849 by
ccurtesy of the Rochester Fublic Libra?y et
s N Col, fu of this ity fop the s=iwaf nph th lv%£7—feee*¥e&——ﬁy him."

..ArTr at SJoseph Anril 7, started r lony, tedious, toilsome Jj on 10th.
Jd nearly 2 weeks in the mldst of cholera, /et I escaped untouched. . I v an
appetite like a shark. . obtained by gr bfrdship and fatigue. Do not, for
Gods sake, ever start, or let your frs ptart, on this rt. It is attended
w/ inconceivahle hardship and Rim difficulties, and it far pref to g around
the Cape, or even to g by way of Chirda.. . . v an horse and ox team. . av
% 20 mpd . . . descripton of routey/ in 3 sections. . to FL, vast tract of
prairie, or llains. . marl and eldy npacks, and is equal to the plank road
east of your city. . IR is a mighrable, dirty, shallow strean, 1% to 2 mi
in width; but has a noble v fx#fm 6 to 12 m wide, perfectly level. . . a
fertiel imagination can discofrer churches, towers, castles, or any other
struc it chooses. . . C-H DYuffs and CR, precisely resembles a tunnel set
uppn the large end. .some A50 feet in height F

At S5Bs come into rgzion sat w alkali. . Fl a single isolated bg of
adobes. It was dull z#d desolate here. . I'rom FL to S5t, 3-80 ml et is
mountainous and of vglcanic formation. . re IR, I cd discover nc@é&fgt{

d At

remarkable in its apbeerance. . . Above IG 1is the Ice Swamp.
realize we had crogsed SI" until we came to Pacific Spring . . to Fort Binjet
(Bridger). . . SLZ entirely fenced around, laid out in 10 acre blocks,

subd into lots of 13 acres each. . resembles a setlment of Irishmen around
some public woxks., . Citz r orderly, well disposed, civil, andintelligent.!

mt fever’ prev among ds since green or Colo river. . prob 500 teafs™
(cos?) on tis rt, and not less than 20,000 persons. . . no cholera last
300 miles. i 1 tell yarns about buffalo and antelope, ﬁ in the back room
of a sloon in Rochester. fav and flatterg accts from gold regions by lis.



1849 C..H. H.

P
-
C. H. M., letter of July 8 from City of the Great Salt Laké, in
Dale L. lorgan, ":Letters by Forty-litners, written from Zrezt Salt Lake
City in 1849," WESTERN HUMANITIZS RaEVIEW (April, 19497, pp. 101=102.
Reprinted from the 3t. Louls MISSOURI RIi UBLICAN, 3#2ht 27, 1849

I arrv here sev days since, ve sick w th' mt fever. . 1 leave
tomorrow for the Sacramento Valley. Ny mulgé r in fine cd, and I think
I 1 g thru in 30 days from this place,. . A, Ksksxx Himball. . recd and
treated me w gr kindess.

Gr deal of sickness among fs --/some deaths -- and for last 500 m
the road has been 1lit. stren w dead/animsls.. . . I left Vancourt's train

at the upper crossing of the I'. /harker, p. 64, says in let 9/19. 2
Vancourt's train, mostly St. Loyis boys, arrived in the diggings one

day W akexdomfxuxx beforeus. {llorgan says "Alexander"/. . mentions

also Davis' train, G. W, Coéns train. John Christy took Sublett's
Cut-off Capt. Lafferty lgft here ten days since. The Telegraph Company
passedhere on Monday. . Whheard fm frs Radford, Bay, Kennerly &c v W

?Eorgan note: Syblette's Cut-off (prev named for Caleb Greenwood)
separated from what %escame known as the Salt Lake road. . near the crossing
of the Little Sandy, and struck across ct to reach the Bear Eiwr Valley
near present Cokefille, Wyoming. f 727

packing th:r: gh
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1849 Anon. U}ms
=

Anonymous, letter of July, 1849 from Great Salt Lake City, in Dale L.
liorgan, editor, "Letters of Forty-Hiners writtem from Greatlt Salt Lake
City in 1849", WESTIRN HUMANITIES RAVIGW (April, 1949), pp. 110-111.
Reprinted from the Kanesvelll, Iowa FRONTIZR GUARDIAN, Feb 20, 1850,
reprinted in turn from AUBURL DAILY ADVERTISIR.

The setlment. . comned July, 1847, the cnd anniv of ch 1b celeb 24. .
city laid out in squares, divided into wards, and blocks, and lots --

ea lot 1j acre. . Poss of these given by drawg lots. . houses of adobes.
Lake, ch is a gr curiosity, is 21 m fm city; water saltier than sea-
water. . buoyant. . Saltl-shoveled up by wagon loads like sand, and

drawn to the ecity

Ct setlted by farmers, for 40 m n and s. . . organization,
crime control, and financial z=kx system. . 1lg ﬁ quans of gold dust brot
to Setlemtn by discharged soldiers (of M Battalion). . they r blde a
council hs of stone. . also intend to build a temple soon. They r ex-
pending large sums on the roads over the mt, and r projecting a new goad
across the desert to the south of the lake to California lEBte by M rgan:
This letter is the only indication so far come to light that th lis ever
projected a road s of G5L as an imarovement on the Hastings Cutoff.

SR R R

Anonymous, letter of Uctober 7, 1849, ditto as above, »p. 113-114
reprinted from the Hannibal MIGSOURI COURIER, January 10, 1850, courtesy
of the 3t Hist Soc of lMissouri.

When I fisst came into th v lg nu Zs here that xected to stay till
spring, but now all seem det to go on, mainly oweing to the uncongeniality
of feelg. , I vbn disp in them, I had supposed them an abused people.
falsely accused of all manner of crime in the states. . . From the highest
in authroity to the most servile and beggarly, they will steal, rob and beg
vorge than the worst indians we have yet met with. They v resroted to all
manner of devices to induct ds to day, for no reason but to steal and bug
from them. . . . take them az they are, the earth does not prsduce so degraded,
g0 damnzble community of peoplef. . . Their Bishops take as many women as
they wish, and f discard them at their pleasure. . . mothers and their
dauvghters. . .;

Note by ii rgan: Many forty-niners got wind of 21 polygamy, but this
must have been one of the earliest reports to appear in print
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1849 "Gold ilines"

"Gold iiines", letter of October 18, Great Salt Lake City to lir. Editor,
in "Letters of Forty-Winers written from Great 3zlt Lake City in 1849,"
WASTERAN HUMANITIES ReVIgW (April, 1949, op. 114-116, Reprtined

Reprinted from the St. Louis Mks=zmoek iISSOURI R UBLICAN, Jan 18, 1850.

Xepec to 1lv for the diggirns by the south ﬁ route, ch is said to
b massable only in the winter season. 4 lg co. of Ls hired a 1 gulde
sapt /Jefferson? Hunt of the M battalion,, and started on the south route
some three weeks since. . ,Gxete hy liorgan: This was the inception of the celeb
Death Valley party. . These immigrants rendezvoused ir Utah V, left Oct 4/
This is & co who came in too late to g by the north route. ., 2 few lis came
that wey from the digeings. . lhe lig that v come in r said t v brot some
2 of or 3 hundred thousand i gold. . .

liessrs. Livingston and Kinkaid, merchants of your place, v had thelr goods
open here gbout 2 weeks. . I went into their store . . but ecd get no m chance
to trade than you could in a bee hive, tho they had 8 or 10 clerks.
&ADITORS NCOTE: L & K were from Kanesville, Although non-Mormons, they won
a recog place in commerce until the Utah expedition.

Another sbore I opened by merchant from NY name of Reese. He is about
to return with $5,000, the product of 4 days sale /eZDITORS NOTZ: John
Reese fig mrom in Utah bus affzirs, best remembered as proprietor of IHormon

Staton in the Carson Valley. . / 2 1 shops of goods ameng 15,000 veople
oxpress fm I camp, near SI, snow deep. . 1 fear some poor creature 1 v
cold toes before they get through. . . These IlIs r pretiy good at hatching

up things. They r makg a road thru the mts from the W ber to this place.

good people to lve amonst, only for one thing, =x* I brok my demijohn and spilt
my brandy on the mts, and I can not get a new suaply w/o civg 8 or 10§ per g.

11 law that any one that seels grog shall may 50c duty. . maybe a good plan,

for I vn seena drunken man since we arived here,

If I were known as a writer, or were m capable, I d give my name;
but as it is I 1 simply signs myself a traveler to
GCLD HINES



1852 John Hawking Claxl

Glexk, Joln Hewlirs, "Overland to the Gold Fields of California in

1852: The Journal of. . ., expanded and revised from notes made during
the Journey." Ddited by Loulse Barry. THE KANSAS HISTORICAL QUARTERLY,
Vol. XI, No. 3 (August, 1942) 227-296

b. 1813 NJ, was 11 when family moved to Ohio. . . living in Cincinnati
in 1852, contractor, logging, coal buiness. . C & nabor Capt Andrew Brown
formed Iartnership f exped tco Sacramento. . adv for zasepfers, book 20 at

$100. head. . Godfrey C. Ingrim (rems 1905 -- see ms Rpdt Collec, Kii3) iden-
tifies 15 of the party. . C: all from Cine sc 2 Cangdlians. . "we brought
every man and evey horse and mule saffely thru the l4ng and tireseom j."

C's family remain Ohio. . he in Calif 5 yrs.
business boom, supt bldg construction. . hel:
in 1857 by ocean and Ithsums. . . d. Hauszs

2 gold luck, but housz &
2 rebuild Flacerville. . ret
900

II THE JOURNAL. April 22-September 4,
minor deletions, as lprinted in the T /
Editorial notes for clarity and comp#ison w/ other overland js. . . one
of the more extensive, detailed, apf literary merit. Introspection on
April 22, day of demarture for ZI/by toat. "Uas Inot after all going on
a fool's errand?™ . . 4 yrs, my/xpected absence. . "Yet hope, that bright
rat star of my existence, shopk tricshtly pon my pathway. ."

‘52, f.n. published here, with
feka Hail, May 25-October Z 12, 1888.

/25 arr 3TL. . hurry & oopfusion. . transfer goods and chattels fron the

good steamer G.W. Sperhawf to Clipper No. 2, bound for St. Joe. . every hole
and corner full to overfllowingz, . llay 2: passed wreck of steamer Saluda, n.
Lexington. . r boat ovgrloaded, w/ "largest crow that ever travld vp this zv
on one boat." . May Harr SJ. . . Hay 6 filles two pages. dvit wait 3 days
acct line-up for fezhy boats, so raise sunken boat, calk, a cross mules and
oxen sev trips, degpite orneriness. . opp shore. . many muscians w diff cos
surr us, all tracfice sweet tunes + croaking frogs. 5/8! as far as the

oad is filled w an anxious crowd, all in a hurry

Ulark avtobiograrhy, lis. in Hoot collection, KHS/ . extortion
mridee beyond the iresb missions for Iowa, Sauk & fox,

, help bury child, filled w stones & dirt. . . 5/14 c on iemaha.
s. . 5/16 Big Blue. . on E bank a private p.o., a dramshop,

erry, business all under one roof, Iail letter (1. dram of 7
whiskey 756, wasn over rv, 34. and no grumbling. (Frank J. larshall, at
future Jarysville.) We forded. 5/20 Little Blue. Beautiful. Bears.
"Beaut¥ful and fertile vale."

eve ¢ reach the

f.n. ». 234
at Wolf Creek
tragic scene
cholera ezas
botel and

¢ near a train o Hii traders coming into the sts loadedw furs.

"ryety looking appearance." . .4 train wrecked by the smell. . . but little
symrethy for anyone on this road, no matter what mey be his cd.

5¥25 make rlatte valley. . 5/26 now in v of magnificent Flatte River (2 pages)
"While looking and viewg ths broad sheet of wir one almost feels that it
comes from fair¥ lland. . beau 1 islands like gems upon its éﬁ bosom.

extensive philosophy refuture of savages. . extensive dseript of rt. Kearney
not as charming as it looked in the distance. . sick immigrants r taken to
the hospltal and treated by army surseons . . £ or 8 miles beyond we camp.

Here is a ford and many r crossing to lIiS. Sm v idea more graszz on IS
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