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FOREWORD: discovery of the road to Oregon l&C lacked the directness which 

pr prospective commerce neeqed ... Hunt's course in 1810-12 was unprofitably 
devious and prhibitive holograph at YUBL "Journal of a voyage across 
The Continent of N rth America" carries him from Astoria to Green River, KY. 

The revised mss. r,styled by Irving "travelling menio:r-andum of l1r. Stuart" 
These rpo productions outranked only by the chronicles of· L & C, and to be 

as fully fraught with historical worth as is the French redactions of Wilson 
Price Hunt's day-by-day account 

Cs the T.M . . were extensively tapped and freely paraphrased by Irving for 
inclusion in his ASioria the narr tives provide ~upplement and mild correc­
tion to various Irving statements. ~ . At last we know the entire route of 
The Returnine:; rum± Astoria.ns . e the westwrd trip enshrined by I rving 
in the literat ure , are no longer homeless .. And we now sense', wi th fair certi 
tude, the path of liller, _ obihson, Hoback, and eznor Ii!'~ followed duri ng 
the period of vagrancy which ended with their rescue by Stuart and his people 

He are told the limits of the bison rane;e in Stuarts day. . imp information as 
to the dstribu of sundry tribes, and we are relieved of puzzlig misnomers. 

Stuart first used the westernmost frae;ment ofthe trace common to l&C and to 
Eunt; then to a westerty sec of the independent trail of Hunt, then a thierto 
unknown area; then a second bit of Hunt'spath and thereafter, veerinr southward 
of Hunt's path, pl unfed. across an unch2rted wilderness, into the South :fass 
and through the Sweetwater country of pres end-day ~r:10mine;, arri vinr; thus on the 
fur traders' then incipient highway of the Platte ver/7. . . they ha.d 
found a continuous lane which, as later shorn of a few a.bberances and consecra­
ted by the trudgin~ feet of countless pioneers, became kmm as tbe UreP;;on Trei1. 

lfr3 30U.hl GAZETTE, 1-iay 15: by 11 info recd :f'rom ·these s-men, it eppearn thet 
;:, j c1cross the cont.:'Lnent of Nil. mir,ht be p8rformed with a wacgon, there heinr, no 
obstruct1on in the whole route that 2.ny persn would dare to call a mountci.n 
in e.ddi tion to its beinc; much the most direct a-rid s hart one to go from this 
place to the moouth of the Columbia Tiiver ... 
touted in ns:ps in the East. . left his journ2l with President i-Iadison (but 

regained it later, circums not known) 
7 years later tra.vel-mate Hamsay Crooks and i: )lussell .J:i'arnh2111 supp1led da:t.a. 

to S enatort,' Benton ,., <1 Rieydt Rep Floyd from Va Floyd's report, 1821 

in 1821 Nouvelles Annales w Hunts diary and Stuarts 'I'll . 
For more th2.n 2 decades Stuarts path had no cen accepted tltle 
Oree;on-Californiz. Trail was a zone sev miles wide short cuts and etours 
some convergencies; like railrood cuts, . revictualling st2.tions FLBHB etc. 
Stuart f~ ):-,~ci, no bae-gage;. . fod Indian trails, . all in_ all, except for 

Stuarts loop from the mouth of Thomas Fork to Pacific D} Creek, and minor 
diffs ,his f;eneral route and thatof the OT were prac idgntic2l 

Stuart's right to honoreble recoc; lies, not so much in finding SP, the SlJ, the 
Il.ed Buttes and Upper P as in hs weaving the first three of them and the I trails 
etc. 



VIII en FOO'r FHOH SWEETWATER RIVffi TO SITE OF FIRST AND SECOND WINTER 
QUARTiliRS 
( according to map, to ns of SWR, then to ss UPPER PLATTE to 

Douglas , then to ns NP 
Devils Gate - Upper Canyon of NP Red Buttes Erect first WQ 

Indian gue~ts - Abandon camp -= tr d:::e eas tHard into Nebraska - return to 
\J oming near site ' of Torrington, erect second WQ. 

OCT 29 river through a passage (IX;'). k .13 camp (below IR) 
OCT JO findfog that .the river ran to the south we crossed it 

( that is, crossed to ns of SW have to leave our hors.e Platte Cano 
{now under' Pathfinder Dam) , r ~xbw.xuo:z:rl::uaocz:z:xRxxttDOCfDtlirkxxem: xhl!ro. 

OGr Jl at length reached the river bk below the Precipices (about 
½ mile e of Pathfinder Dam) · 

NOV 1 crossed to x~mk ss i'tl' to a considerable mountain 
(Red Buttes, .JIDK so called as early as··J8J4 - camp d one m below 
present . day Poison 'pider, C reE!k ."!' (Red Creek of J tansb1Jry) -:- Stuart 
wonders if NP is ;the Cheyenne or Rq.pid Water River . - universal voice that 
we must undoubtedly wnteJ:'. somehwere on .this side of th_~ .1'<d.ssouri (acct 
dangers of Is and winter):- I :9-eemed it • outkrl: NXUxiMxx- highly imprudent 
to go. any :lower here wood, water et,c. -_.will leave it on the o:penj_ne; of 
nc1viption in Buffalo hide canoes 

1WV 4 kill 12 B deep freeze, river now a briar:e 
NOV 8 more B 'cmnced building a hut 

10 8 by 18 fire in middle in I ~ashion covered w b skins 
w have a tol shelter; and 18 black c2ttle Black Cattle 

NOV 12 weather mild, brea.k up the river (Casper} mts . to se 
1 bex· and bt t deer 

DlGC 10 astonished and cfounded litei:.oc~xxkexs:ahearinc,; the sav2ce 

s 

elp 23 Araps fr. war party against the Absarokas · ~had heard our hunters 
indicate they . are on a large stream which joins this one· .(SP) 

fearinf Bsa.rokas and Arapahoes we .. deterrr1ined to · abandon our Chateau of 
Inuolence as soon as we can•finish dressings fUficiency _of leather for 
iioEasins intend to extricate ourss out of the pa~~s of our rascally neighbors 
,, and ro csid. distance further down /B.apid River Rapid Hater River 

DEC 12 the Is were kind enough to lv u;:; our faithfu]1 liuadruped 
D~C 13 ( 9ain:p".'il on rt bank of NP at:v:: _ lllXXM!lUdtlii1:xnxkmcq<xUl:'.filCXXX 

approx 5 me of Casper 
DEC ·l4 22· miles eaBt for r mrs ctnwd brk and willow tops. snow 

c s t not hard enough to bear us , painful, rather than die on march, 
1 valiantly on the field of Mars 

DEC 1~555 24 miles, crossinr Deer Creek note trees for canoes 
DEC 16 17 m east, crossin~ the Box-elder (Boisse of Santusbry, the 

Fourche Boise of Delano etc. also La Prele first glimpse of Laramie Peak 
(another of much greater magnitude) 

DEC 17 cross tons ft"P, site of Douglas, to avoid Bl~ck Hills 
1i-r Lower canyon :::,f the Pl2.tte or •rhe Dalles/;i according to Palmer 

DEC 18 B less numerous 
Dli:C 19 follow meand~rs 19 miles, partly on Ice ·- Wendover 
D~C 20 20 miles norh of present Guernsey 
DEC 21 23 miles short distance above Laramie River 
DEC 22 well wooded stream app of csid magnitude came in from the 

· outh Hest, but whether it is the Arapohays river we cannot tell (LB./SP 



Stuart 5 

IX ON FOOT FIWM Sl!:;CND WINTER QUD QUART&lS ' TO SITE OF PRESENT iIDHOLH, HEER. 
Abortive attempt to Canoe - resume tv on foot - follow left bank of NP 
arid later of P - cross to Plattes risht bank - ·find deserted squaws Is 

January 1, 1913 eat and smoke ':-o commemorate Hew Year 
JAN 9 QUJ'.' hut thoue;h incomplete we entered on the evening of 2nd on the 

6th we fns hed our spacious dwelling and kd 7 B; this day felled our Canoe Trees 
tmxixpncxaqgl!tJlt::d·__.~~~~ 
iJARCH 7 rv vr, bn ·. open for sev days and weather promisg a ctinua oth 

thaw we dr2.ee;ed our Canoes to the bank 
11AR.Ch B decending a few hundred yards found water so low that ~1cC and I 

wnet by land, hpine Canadian d~ able to pr~ceed (cp 4 miles above HC) 
HARCH 15 sent back to our Hut for the Horse , and this mg the rv VE risen 

4 inches ae;ain embarked a small :part .. of r b,e and 4 of us in the Canoes, while 
the residue was cd by our Quadruped not bad to Horse creek (not named) but 
became much _wider and so shallow pretty. much tired of this new mode ofinland 
navie;ation {camp south of i•Iorrill, Nebr) 

;,Itu,C , 2 snow doubtful we can .proceed by water back on foot to our 
enc o 12/27 

11 =,c ,.J1., 21 to near our c-mp of ,12/26 
HAi.'i.Ch 22 · camp 23 miles lower than we v yet been on th_e rt ver (? miles 

se of present Northport) nothing but a boundless priirie plentifully stocked 
with a...11-mals - rv ctiriues shallow; glad we abandoned 

I1 IBCH 23 cold wind · 2) miies same course (2 m w boundary I1orri.ll 0<G ard nc 
. i•Uu'1Ch @ 24 '.'J In (Oshkosh) notes Rush · Creek from south 

HARCh 25 in camp all day IIilillers feet· blistered piercg wind k 3 .dulls 
HAR.Ch 26 24 miles ( c 3 in w Belmar, Keith ct) crdoss Blue Water Creek 

'l'he Black River of Long, Bradford, Schmolder, Sumner, · and Ensign Castle .River 
Ash hollow opp, thickly wooded 60 wild horses 

1.YAIWH @ 27 opp Cedar Point 3 m we·st Keystone empty carioe 
r '""i CH 28 23 · rv from· 3/L~ to · a mile wide to shallow to float even an/ 
dARCH 29 by present Birdwood Creek, the Plover of Sage; the North Bluff 

creek, of Horn, Linforth and Clayton (7 m nw ,forth Platte) - on other side 
app of a ve large stream vg 'broken tb.rour,h the hills B w/o number 

NAl'1Cli 30 I enc of csid magnitude then 2 others. ' ; app occupied last 
fall, evidence of hunting ca:.mp, Indian Corn in afternoon larce Island (Brady) 
thinks its 'Grand Island, and they are near the Loup one mile above the Island tr 
lg streoJll from the s joined the main Hiver go 28 m (i-Iaxwell) 28 miles 
1 ich land producing straw 6 feet hi ( 4 m above P a.wnee Creek) still B 

APHIL 1 kd B, rested yesterday 19 m Island abounds in timber, but 
not a sinr;le tree decoarates the main shore put up our little terit, shower 

.AP.::lIL 2 uassed the end of the Island· timber on sasasx xxk.'<: south 
shore, but our ;ide deficient (s of present \Hllow Island, Nebr) 

APRIL 3 25 m al.on~ I path (LexinEton, ~ebr) Spring C and BC 
AAPTIL 4 8 m and crossed the (PH) where it was divided into 10 channels 

w a bed of such quicsand thatit was diffic for our Horse to e:et over - on 
s s find I path - pass Plum Creek (20 yc:rds wide) draw hut j _n an old I enc 
w 3 squaws trrified, Panees, inferred 1·1hite people in ct a,t no gr dista.nce (~lmC 

.AF.RIL 5 25 m .S along I trace 

.APiUL 6 26 m e 5 m e ct lines of Buffalo and Hall ? ?? 

· :ecxl:fv..9. wood on Elm Island; grass totally consumed by fire now Big Island 
.APiUL ? 16 miles Pony weak and jaded (s Alda, Ball ct) 
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PHOTOCOPY PRICE SCHEDULE 

The minimum charge for all mail orders is $5.00, plus preparation charge, packing, post­
age, and insurance as required. There may be additional charges for work that requires 
special handling. All domestic mail is sent fourth class unless otherwise specified. 
All overseas mail is sent air mail prjnted matter, unless otherwise specified. All mail 
orders with a value of $15 or more are insured for their full value. 

Service charge: a 10% service charge will be added to all orders. 

Preparation charge: in addition to the service charge, a charge of $12 per hour will 
added to all orders requiring 30 minutes or more to prepare and/or 
supervise. 

Rush order charge: 20% extra. 

MICROFILM 
*Negative microfilm ... $.IS per frame ... Minimum charge $ 5.00 
Positive microfilm made from an existing negative 

50 feet or less of microfilm from a negative of !I 
uniform density •.............................. $ ~f.tf(> 

, 1 51 to 100 feet of microfilm from a negative of 
uniform density . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 14. 00 

Change of sequence charge: a $.SO per volume charge will be added to all microfilm 
orders involving selected pages from a number of volumes. 

COPYFLO (enlarged paper copies printed from negative microfilm on a continuous roll of 

XEROX 

paper 11 inches wide) 
Minimum charge if suitable film exists ................ . 
Minimum charge if film has to be made 
Price per foot (cut to size of frame) 

$ S.00 
$10.00 

.15 

8 1/2 by 11 inches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .15 per sheet 
.18 per sheet 
.20 per sheet 

9 1/2 by 14 1/2 inches ................................ . 
11 x 17 inches ........................................ . 

PHOTOSTATS (matte finish only) *Negative 
Up to 12 x 18 inches . .. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3.50 
17 1/2 x 23 1/2 inches . . . . .. . ..... $ 4.SO 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND SLIDES (black and white only) 

Positive 
$ 3.SO 
$ 4.50 

*Negatives (S x 7 inches) ............................ . 
Contact prints (5 x 7) ............................... . 
Enlargements (8 x 10 inches) ......................... . 
Enlargements (11 x 14 inches) ........................ . 
35 mm. slides ...... $2.00 each, minimum charge ....... . 

COLOR WORK 
35 mm. slides ... $2.75 each, minimum charge .......... . 
Color transparency ( 4 x 5 inches) .................... . 
Color negative (4 x 5 inches) ........................ . 

$ 3.25 
$ 1. 40 
$ 2. 75 
$ 3. 75 
$ 10 .OD 

$11.00 
$IS.OD 
$15. 00 

*IF THE NECESSARY NEGATIVE DOES NOT EXIST, applicant will be required to pay 
the cost of making one. All negatives remain the property of the Library. 

PLEASE READ NOTES ON OTHER SIDE 
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