
and there bg so equall y divided that it was a tie but as C C 
on the side in favour of go:_ng the neare way to the mines, 
the op8os:i.ng party yea lded to their judgement, ch was much 
co long_bf we reached the stlments 
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er boat 

Q/5 Rabbit Sring / Antelope S/ 9/6/ Pabbit Hole Sprin 
~/g/_mud Lake Es explorg killd by Is 2 from . y ~~~ ~~~~~.........,~- f) 
Dr. Shields and his f now devided the provs and am , an 
waggon and got off scot fr~e. • D; ·. Dorant re . ins w Be 
9/10 Bently died t hi s m da vs after bg s 

9 /12 Steep P.ock Canyon -
9/16 arrg w li-. Carr fr:c v 600 lbs of" r freight carried thru tM in 
his wg, and we er to tv t l-: ru w • • a lso f- fell i n with Dr. 3radford of Ill 
and Alexand -~Co of v mules and in fine spirits 
9 2 :ar m S '.]ring Valley summit of SN 9/24 Goose Lake here we left 
the OT as it passed to t n, and the Ca trail t c the S • • do on explorg xped 
under Captain '·Tarner, 1 ing out a oas E' for a rr said 260 mis to Iawson I s 
Rsi.nch . i s we ried o di Ebelieve · 9/25 Pitt:. River 
I Tu. thru e groin accid He Cby has flour we c v untill the Hya.ndots 

~~;.:;..:;~d-;;=;~~~t~1f{~r-=re~n~k~d71a::--=f~e~w=-=:d~a~v'-"'---'-'--"=~e_w.:.:..::_it~h::__:B~a~t~e~.a:_:1:__Els guide 
T,cker on the mend 

off all their guns to firghter their 
10/22 to Lawsons where I found Long 

Feather 

/ xxxxxxx 
/ s 689 e,~ Cf..-.~ 

enemies 
and 2 Mc Coy 

di :::gers 

~s letters;\ 1849 ,,.. or gi nal ms. with ripts 

Cincy, 3/31/Lr9 ~ n I am off for Ca we s tared from Fainesvi~l ~i.:~/26 
on to v went to B. ttsburg but on r at Beaver we found a boat 

Paris waiting etc. ou-r co numbe,.. l6 maj f. r Ca, gen in tel and s ,,a rt 
fellows tho the!'e are e;:ce ptions •• deck hand fe _ ove ~·board & was droj::ed but 
the officer and hands on the boat did not a :~pe to mir:d it scarcely a, all 
LBll Ehield is on boats boat - shakes, diffic o write 

\ J e f fe son, 
/ . I v gi n 

t o indivs. 
Coody they w 
take pleasurei 

) Samuel Ma the f' to 
L O GI on the PR KKe f ir 

Fra!'J< Adarrts 

Lake Co Ohio 

It e comes ou:i:- mel ancholy du to cmunicate an event ch 1 cause yon profound 
sorrow. Your- brother Frank · more. He expired on the 9th inst at 12 am 
after an illnes£f one week. · e was quite sick on board t he Boat on the Ohio R, 
but_r_ecorvd ful~ from -it . e was ta.ken, in his last sickness, w•: th the symptom 
of o.rti--~ry '=ilious Fever . • Vedicines er administred & the next day he was so 
much b~tter t hat, afterconf ng hi self t c the wasgon the succeedg day, he vol 
resumed acv duties. It i my op htat the impulse of retg health+ w/o corre, 
strength+ decida him t his injury. In the moving of the 2nd day after his 
first attack, he sallie out very early with his gun, 1 tvd pro 3 or 4 miles thru 
the ,,,et grass before us r e turn + besides tvg some thru the day & lying on the 
damp gr, al tho cautio ed at the t:iltwle a .5ainst it. 'ilia t day he had an uncmn appeti 
ch he r:-ratif ied w/o int, • . At this time, altbo flushed w5th the stimulus 
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of hope & buoyant spirits, his app did not indicate a well man. Towards mg 
he was seized with· vomi tg. . leavg hi~•· prostrated •• pains seized his stomach 
nausea etc (afte~· some days •• str reduced I consider his disease imflamma 
othe stomach •& bowels, wh uncmn degree _of spasm o.":' the caridar or upi:,er 
orifice oth stomach ch made swallowg diffic and painful .. 

his relapse was occd by the pm imprudent_ excEz_r_qise and gratif _of his 
appetite in ch he indulged after his first attack •• W3 blried im within a 
few rods of the road ch is cstantly tvd. _. 4 feet deep, in ey hard earth 
of lime stone & Clay/ We placed a long flat stone at the ead of his grave, 
w inscription 

,,,e v taken a list of his things, most & the proceeds prercervd 
r. returned to Riinesville .. fog liet of articles _:-<:cepted frcm the order of 
sale, to be send, included gloves Daguerrotype · niature, 2 Rr,gisters & 
Journals , i pocket Bible, toothbrushes etc. cash on adn 60. 

'). Geo C. Hubbard to C. D. Adams, Esn_ Faines e __ f rom Asthabula 6/19/49 

/ Mr. Smith is the treas of the Ashta a Co & is a man in whom we can upon the ut'o 
most confidence the ps is as follow "Will you say to Geo C. Hlbbi:ird that 
I passed the grave of our fr fun.' in F. Adams of Painesville on the 16th inst. 
It may be that his frs r not awa e of his death. Ia ppears fm the board up/.,f 
at his grave that he died on t 6th w inflammation of the bowels. He is 
bli~·ea about 4 miles fm the -f. r~he St Joseph& I Ioads. 11 

/

Yuba - Fiver Ca 12/13L,9 -De Sir ? unsigned urlet -7 /9 did not get to us till a 
few days ago when I wa dovm the river .• all letrs forwarded fm SF to Vernon, 
our nearest po Fran things ch had been n the hands of Chas Turner, our 
Captain, for sale, w r e put in my care made lS() mo:i-·e a rout his last hours 
tells of the servi of 16 gonei from us almost at the cmnctof r lg j 

/ 

gr on ns oth r few rods from it+ in 7lain sight from it+ on dry elevated 
gr about 4 m est of the jc .• there is a rough, hard, pointed stone at the head 
of the g, on ch r engraves his name, & prev place of residence _age unknown 

) Sac City 0.4/50 Hr. Adams from ' 1
• Gregory enclose receipt by Hawley & Co 

wr10 r j cnec w Admas and Co. Express of the States, fr 186, inus 14 deduc 
for f eight and ins in gold dust worth 18. oz at the market 

xxxxxx 

H5535 Jaspe_r Sni .. , mssssssssss,· 
S 928 e!ro't- portrntts -
announcenent of THE LETTER:'' OF A YOUNG 11 • Jo};m f Ho,,•ell 15. 

XXXXXX)X 

K345 S1249 Benjamin Frank]ip ~n~of Nashua, fuw Hampshire lettere of 
April 1,1849 to "Q;tober---8 , 1850 11 letyers original ms. only 

KE~IDRICK 
~ b , -
/ Philadelpia '-1- Be boat to Ii ttsburgh 

--~Missouri River on Steamer Belle Creal 1 8 9 Dear Sister 
urle joyfu y recd by· me on arr SL 7th__// alLwith pmrkd- envelopes// 
boat shakes so I : cnn write w any en ort c:irice from fbston 17. 50 to SL 

__ came down on the Dewitt Clinton Lr. Winfield S.cott had lost 6 of her steerage 
pasngrs cmg fm NO a full of their way to ftx I v bot a B robe and an 
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india rubber blan_l<et also a mosquito bar 

/Booneville M:o 4/22 Bro Charles . 

'y Fort Kearney June 14 1849 Dear father fr~m "'/ B FKendrick 
/·u v remirla.ed me of t he f at e of liremont in ,hi s last enterprise and seemed t v - - j - - -

doubts about the succ of r party. ',-Te v 9 sul ted w some ve respec people on the rt 
thus far, _ among whom is Col Gil pin t> f I ho has hil'>'S elf been *hru a number of x 
nd e vbn univ told that if there had b en trice the no of p2.rsons gg that h".S 
gone t;.-iil:' spring there db no tr in re gard to feed for r aniE1als and tl1at we had 
no (;@.ause -·hatever to fear the Is. e v alreaay been nearly a week in the P ct 
ch nation is cd the nost trsom on t e j and have not as yet seen a scli tary I. 
He ,,- met 2 trains of U S. troops d quite a number of fur tra:i_ns a;g to the 
stater but vg no letrs writn did t send b them 

We arvd at the F yest aft as we v some repairr: to make to r wggs. ~fo learn 
that there is a war existing bet· ee the Sues & Pg_wness and that they v ·,-usiness 
enough of their own to attend t w/o trbg th::, Es and yest aftrn a co o draggoons 
came into f bring with them a . the r and child of the P tribf ch they took fm a 
party of Sues tJJat had attac~e the Is -I suppose -. - . we r ncftvg as fast as xpectd 

The rd has bn tvd over s o much t'1is snr -in wet wee, her t het- i.t i s . ve much cut 
u and i n ol ace 1: qu i te di~' 'i to e t over~ • otehrwise a splendid road. 'I'he~md 
erstorms here are more t e r !' · i c than we often see at home and they occur quite 
freq we v 3 ,~atches a ni t. w Lr men on at a time nd as we v but I+? men since l~t-
Ho6gins & wife left it col"' s my turn to watch once :i.n 4 nights 

the hse at the F ,_ . ., zecp of on'.c arc 1Jii 7_t of sods ?.nr'1 I think I sh·:-uJ.-1 rather 
be tvg t0wards Ca or any i 1ere elre t1nn 1i-re the :cone ! env,th ," time at F:Cey. . 
;,: , .. rho rnet a11 the t2,:,.ms n no',! in his ·~oss 1500· letter,, tc ~tts.1rn to the :::ts 

) FCY''.T : ,:\:~'Ai :IE ~: '"?? .Snnd--:,r Ji 1., 1 1-:4.., llia.r Eother 
~ It j_ s now _;; nw1.,_t :1 ;=: s i nce I 1eft home I ;r1-:gte t o father at FK ch 1 ·'.j::-ob reach Eash 

ua bf' this 'ie left the e 3 weeks a:-;o le.st Friday (15th) nc crossed the sfP on 

) 

20th. ;_.re crossed the f its jc with the nf and it was at least 1/2 mi wide 
w a ve swift current f o;md pack mule wagon stuck here we:;,ut 10 mules u pon ea 
wagson .. mules d -fa ll down • I waded the r 3 x leadg the !1Ules and often fell 
myself hail storm a last wagon over 

we vb bn in a co w a party fm Mi.chigan sev x since we c;"ossed the I<s Ks and. 
they 1 c rorss ford gher up we came in contact Y, w them agEdn at AH the.7 measrd 
hail q inches in cir ·um came s such force as to cut thru the hides of their 
ani als and c1uite a u of the men er seen, . .ith long gashee in their -heads x:e pt in 
place by huge piece of stickinz plaster 

on thurs night st we passed by the famous chimney rock and cd some 2 or 3 
miles from it aft , r supper I mounted my dapple grey and rode over to it in cow 
Bohannon of Wilm.:. gton Htss str,inge noise a sBall wind mill that - some E '.lad 
prob put there t · spring and altho there was no air stirring at all at thP base 
ot- the rock -the 1 --th' ng was ½uz zi.ng away quite merr;_ly shiwing that there was quit 
a breese away up he re . . 
I immense quan a cl variety of flowers next mail does not start- fro ,: FL urtil the 
26th of this men we are 26 miles from the fort and expect to enca:rn about 3 
miles tLis rrow night. 

to dear Cal 9/25/49 I arrvd here _4 days since after a j 
of 43 days from the SL by pack divided into 5 parts on the 
platte river and the co that I I was assoc w again divided on its arj,val at SLC 
and I came on the rest ofh j in co with Mr. \arnum of Dracut Mass and a l'ir. Loh 
man of N"shville who jd r co at SL I v not time to give you an particulars in re 
the route. • now 116 mis from 33.c City dry di[gins better than wet ones. • 
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S-710 N0TE BC,OK CF JNO A JOHNSON LURING HIS VO GE TO A~ AND RE2IDENCE 
IN CALIFORNIA 1849 ~ 

left Lower Sanduskey (3/5 ) fro Ca member of Fort. Stephenson M:ining 
~on anticipating n absenc of lS months 

the most tryg seem, of_J:tP lif_e ras esxperienced by me this mg in takin.~; lv 
o my 1Jelove8di uife and chL dre, and such a one as I ho!}e never a:Y,a:Ln to d 

! subjected to / 
Hay we broke up r encam_µnent (<':i.nce Harch 31) and moved off for Cal. rather 

ir-,egularly as we had 1 st our :fl,ny hy sliping the bridle 

l 
May 5 det :':LOW to by and await the arr of BnrP.n and Cal lagher and 

Head~ peths company: J"'YJQ'JFl's:2• lFym b:iia it ii Yd 
learning at 2 oc that fuadspeths train was on anothe:r road 

parallel with r we hast~ned on 
!1.:.~.y 27 fu ath started earl" .I?.· tvd 2R m pR.f'sing 230 teams most of whom were 

laying by or rest I felt as if we shd b doing the arne & was really es1:amed 
l'.!c'lY + at Fbrt Keanry ii the poorest· pa.rt of the v 2 cos of U3 troops 

1e fort yesterday for Oregon 
15 reached Johnson 8/15 -reached Sac 1 City 

between the 
//this note 

journal here 5 

daguerrotype of Joseph M 

od clear script 

this authentic acct of a 
e novel grev. The father of 

us is the only_resemblance 

pencil 4 11 

suo sub-title : EMBRACING HI~: TRI ACROfS THF PLAINS VIA THE LASSESN OR 
DEATH ROUTE CUTOFF etc. 1849-lB 0 

THANSCP.IPT VOL1TI1F I ~ from I to the Humboldt 

letters a val adjunct the J, givg sidelights 

jd to :t-etropo-1is, Ill skedhis dgtr to send news of Calif. 
, next at I "immense umber of oxen wa ons , ambl :r and cut throat " here .id 
coo Es , ec..lis ng as a passenger rather than a member 

-~ys mak p the orig j is indeed extroraindary, bg -cposed of no less than 
12 small hand+ ewn vols of duodecimoe sic_e. It is writn in a neat but micro+ 

\ 
and, o nunu e as o render i ts transcti a mat of csid diff ' c. One 61' 

\ l . g period June 20 to u y 1 is lacldng . Whi le tnis break is unfor, 
✓ ' ~---tt:---t,~,m":-7(f°"""m:i;-""c~M,;-;,crn;;.;;--:;,r:-;,~l'l:T"r-e--Hiir.s--;:;p:oen-:;::_, .;::;:o-;r· of. the oft described trek along 

oth j and ultimate breakup oth xed 
doned in the Sier· evada debacle • 

. - aware of the imp o is c ronicle set forth ev detail+ minute or 
?t~errl.s~ +f tr and ctfraversect, Vaga:ies oth_rt, the graves, the nat:ual curios 
1 tie , t•:e flora, the deaf oxen ++ 272 in one single day ++ the errors in the 
J;, • _!} oooks (he demolishes Ware ) all here find record. this is less the j 
o a gold seeker than it is the careful record of a scientific observer 

_ bent on holding a_ mirror to the tr~il for the benefit of ,efyf. those who er later 
to es saty the j 
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James 
one of only other accts of the 

- LCO ??????? ?aden says 11 Yr by yr the maj of tr js 
)<;,_~ This was the point of no rethrn 

LCO ? ????? 

\.)I""'" other feature s oth j ch deserve Q)vt 
Reltef 'E ain _sent _out to rescue the 
of the rts t c the gms; J. s acct i; of 

] NIEf FH THE 
cros'sed M11ddy ck 

ddy little V 5 m ·.1es fu:c-ther on 
lost - oxen and 4 men- a f ew mil~s ahead 

___s621./~lJ.,0L..-""1:;JrQ~Pc>'!tr-uC-a:a.rney ¥ in p 2 days 
::._ 6/ 10 O::l divi ded into 2 e al parts 26 oxen to ea party , 13 ori i nal owners 

side. • ;,.:;:cc'-=o::y-:--,-:b:::i -::s:-7€:::-.:---i-=::m:-=a-::n-:;d--:t-;:h-:e~_i-=r~ U;:n::c:,l -::e-,l-=e:h,.---;-;u~s~y:::e:-::s::i:t:-:e=r:3di:'::a'::y;--;++a-;-;:--i-:::o---, 
sep rom Dr. 'Ihom~on , ey want a Dr int s tr 
I am afraid we dl s plit again 

s sing looks like a b]:'oad turnpike water in deepest pk~ces 
x ' belly •• gr Dr. Boone of KY 

brekk in the narrative 

here and for some time back is a 
am or yar s • . no graves , but in their place dead ocen, 

ev other kind of wrecl e 
e r sKa as es of the soda impregnation here .• bowel compl aint common. 

~1ck /from a suspende ac o r . • got we11 ,0 1" e rse I f ea.r a. dv· 
shuck;[n and soon bn a re past for wolve -~vg saw a woman walking 

, 1ru the eef sand b~r the side of a wg dra1,,m by 8 oxen and driven by 2 men. fhe 
seemed to v ranq;: illity and resolutio'" depicted in her fair, t ho sunbrunt face. 
:Viay t e the -a e stor of a race of high dignataires + rich lords in California? 
7/18 debate about getg rid of r sawmill bacon, cam p kettles, deer+s in trunk 
sale, a large cruible, spli t+bot½m chair; a..'11 writing dm it while I write this 
sentence need boots acct burs found U S ?,H e and a powser flask. . • 'R-ro U S 

('! 
Dragoon deserters came to us here, begged old coats, and::'eft th uniform ones- they 
had worn. A short time ago 100 dragoons deserted from FL and set out for Ca. 

1 
/ 'lhese er two of them that had left the Co to return to the states. 

' ' 
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silver bowie kn~fe v to double teams on all hil~s came opp Upper Ferry 
24 or 27 mis above the lower ferry at the mouth of Deer Creek We have left 
the Nebraska forever 
7 9 o- pai-r cow leat e r boots from the co. • very coarse and hurt my right 
ankle abofe the rnaliolus internus road XlCC eems to be well beaten and tvd 
as the turnpike oot Iondon and Riinburgh_ this mg W8 r _passing a bluish 
co lumn of stone stratu .9h is sing preserved erect, formg what is called "tthe 
Chimney fuck 11 , like Soloko n's temple rent r n from top to botto.lll', and weill 
ere long fall down to follow the circumbient rock •• ????????? 

N OTE unknown editor bf p. 1 Sse the diary of Samuel F. Mco6y of Chilli co the, 
1 Ohio in PIONEERING ON THE PLAINS. I find that :t-bCoy and M'.'°ddle-ton set out from 

-< Lin the same co . 1-cCoy 's d begins - ~ ay ·19, while P ,. r· i-st existing entry 

~ CoyVi~~~y h~:d :r~~;f~;[l ;~f~h:s c!0 
t!:e !-~~k:;.~p ~ -d·i~;i~~ · r · n:~~~g;~ne 

avel.s much faster than 1'L' ~ grou2, 
.r--s iday 8/18/53 

lanterns, candlesticks,- stoves, iron hasps, wat r buckets, coffee pots, tea 
ketls and many other notions. Ants and big f crickets at 1,,illow Springs 
sheet+iron stove, side saddle, a wagon trees, botls, wheels, blrnt wagons, 
a jack screw, boots, shoes many encamproe s exhibit the app of an extensive 
Eag+fair 
7/20 Scotch mist a military jacket o/ck up ox of Dr. Jeromes train 
Ela71Lng cards often seen about camps ~d along r~dside 
7/21 v reached w quenched parched hroat .• washed my br0nzed face and hands. 
villaoinous- tinge ch seem tb pe-cu · :?' --to all the tribs oth Mo .. .. I -now write 
on the highes t t of Rock Indepen ence a lg hulk Irish bully 
7 /22 am si ting on a g oc of. granite i n the ~eart of the gorge called DG 
7/23 abandon one of r 4 wagons we v lost much by mismanzagment but nothing 
1 tr · fools into reason bu ex erience b adversity DG another ~ 
to overhaul and lig en up presumptirns captain full of n.resumption to over 
flowing and knows everyth::. g says he has crossed these plains bf 

7/24 Ottaway _sgid 
de~erters went to a c 
tI'Ulllc and -took all ~ 
immediate succ the 

said 78 mis back from a,- ford 4 oth the 
they found a woman. The~r compelled her to open her 
Then they n;vished her one after the other in 

they left husband away herding cattle 
Ietachment of 

away. Dilcan, 
in 24 hours. 
the Boston Co 

moTe rag fai 
chest 

i ers sent out to protect the Es er encampd not a gr distance 
6 other men, dresqeq like private citizens, we.re on the spot 
passed here after them last evening. Capt asked a man with 

he d assist him to take the 4 wretches ch he agreed to 
bolter full of feather ~, broken crystal glass l a rge paneled 

a.mt of va1.uables an d rubbish 

7 /25 mule amp from- C.~ncy ao split a few days ago. 
Half pack d and alf ctinued withe t the latter party came up to r cpg 
gr on t - afternoon .of' the 23d. r abandoned wagon, including 
Dr. Mor an and Iv'i.r. Van Bibber acti '.m as mm wheels dvbn of value 
-to S "" unfortunate trvr eternal ha teful wormwood 
7 /26 ,-1a iron that I v seen c make a bs I s fortune occ a solitary wagon with 
man, wife and children. The woman soti walking ,- soti helping ·to -drive. God 
bless her 
7 /27 -abandonli' ---4th -wagon powder kegs all shrinking, gunpowder sifted thru; 
gotta bs carried in tins or cannisters wg boxes, an old shirt with ficce 
plaited: bosom, leather portmanteau, wp; wheels, half a we sawed thru themi. ddle 
wg covers, darriage equippage, crowbar, ox+chain hub hoops, beans, ~arpet, etc. 
1'. low class of E slox elnl::r, di;rty , s 1J.s picious appearances prob lice 



) 

YU 92 107 

~-=,....,.=~:-::::::::~i:::~1::::--::::=~~:--=~--:~--;:==~=~-=~::---..., /,Jr ve1·,y e.5...--'wn ive detail on route as well as impresr~ '. ons of Es /// / 
/Very length pas saRes someti seve es to one daily entr scaveneing 

e wilJ. not have to go far Sw ord fo , 10 SP flanked by 
2 cur~ous shaped hills 
7/~ actual crossing S? 2 insulated truneated hills with horiz ntal tops 
gr G. Pitcher 7/28/49 No Hocky mt It looks as if yu 
er in th8 middle of the Missouri plains 
7fJo--cfu p w dJ.Sse t ners from t he fuekeye 
t here is plenty of good wormwood around mule"' 
slaves. They v to sit on their mules r oasting in the sun all ay (com?anied 
The Cuekey co took nearl all° our wa te1· . take the right h d- road 
7 /31 see good bricks abandoned dstruction of fine wiP ow rees, a sacrire2.i g-1_ ous 
act, by the/ Big Sandy 

8/1 ar GE dri\re· 27 hours 
8/2 a Fr C who lives with the Snakes sayd ::,5 m's ved by takina, SCO but that 
more was lost by t~e injury done t o oxen 

3 Tontene e c ·rappe r told "le that SCC ,as G:-·eenwoods j that it is 175 
o FH; the Pioner line p-.<=ts sed 8 o::- · 10 days ago 1. ve poor mul e s 

8/4 FrC playing a game of cares called Monte with mnney on red blanket .• 

< 
one of them, Robinson, tot from him a red b e t ·· he sayr;, Gr F. runs into Colo 
tho our Capt sayd it emptied into GSL the fu s·ton co man who was e~ployed for 
100 to catch the 4 deserters told us that pt Duncan had caught them somwhere 
between this ans was taking them back to he States; got 3 and shot the 4th. 
one white here Lewis, a~ abandoned, u p··i:r.cpled fellow 

8/16- tvg w a . co fm Chicago called t ~- :-blverine Range:.-·s, 21 wgs v the best wgs 
Iv seen, made ~! P. fuhuttler, C 

8 /12 Bear Fiver runs with sor1e s p · trdr by the 
by FH it ic. 180 miles fr/4 around FH 90 the other 
8/ 1 4 split again down to 1 w w 3 others 
8/17 SS un odl· steep hilJ.s va to Ch · 
i f a y i dea .• no of those 

) 

name of Brown says not go 
way Peg let; his neighbor 

ori ous undertaking •• 
courage toundertake it 

8/26 we parted w poor Kea and wife and 3 chil; the Cb refused him 50 lhi:, of 
flour. Hay Cod be mercif • • fume of the ~folv :- rn?;ars v come up. • Tuey seem to 
v shown more humanity to K than r co gave him a bag of meal 
Amphitheatre wiV dome L, turrets, monuments, u2°ns-; :prrarnids, colums, idols 
and astonishing rande lli.ins of the Desert aft er !)S.ssg the south gate from the 
Ruins u see a s ingul r cone, w>ich is double Sand :?Bef or T,~in Pyramids 
A Boston mule co of. 70 t/ destitute, is begging, or will take by force 
8/28 the Boston fole Co had a guide who led them ·astray -- ~ too far north into 
the Hind !:, : they had to ,etrace their steps; threw the:ri. provs away pie ml 
got neglected to picket their mules now in dejected state 

VI 

THE HIB-,IBOLT:T A11D ACROSS TIB BLACK ROCK DErnF.T TCCALIFORNIA AND TH._~ 1•'.'.HIB 
1 11 OF 12 of _gl,ve rine co l e f t ta pack on foot '1/20 ,;olverines all gone 

-,.cd on ry River, 1 leave it enti-rely a. mile further on, whereh the Oi·egon Eoad 
gg a new and shorter rt to Feather P. 9/25 J;lack lbck R>t S pringE 
k mule co b -- ~ of .:' n~e ~ arvd. . started from Fbrt Smith 22, rest 

y e old rt .. Irish who dissolveafrom us lost their oxen in desert 
10/ 1:1olverinep v lost le) oxen grave of Ianiel ~·1heeler a colo:::ed man bed tb a 
cache 10/10 Gov Snith Ci has sent relief traiY:J Elisha Todd , Cmdr !_0/10 to 
summit SN~n ed' healt h tho a i cklv inwUia when I started 10.13 now 
packing, f apply to govt train •. abandon" m ·st of goods includg s·,1:gical instru 
ments .• 290 mis to La.2 Eens 11/1-4 v at last arvd at mines on reather F. 171 days 
fr ,:m I those who 1.-1Emt :right 1:1ay a::".'rive; late Au q;ust to Cbtl nd. ha,1 time to prep 
for the winter rut I got he!'e with my life dest i.tute 
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S-lo28 M:lses F. Little misc included calendar, j of a whaling voyage, 
ave tripto Cai"ifor and trip to Pa~ama and !.Californj:, 58 items 
Noo 6 Jann 1, 1849 - March 31, 1~50 j of ov tv fm Lynn, Mass over the 
Cregan Trail and thru SP, and mining in California 

- -
.:-,TATErMTN FR.OH GOODSPEEDS B L 111 [ 1393 lived meet of 93 yrs in :ttw Harnnshire 

Early in 1849 he jd the Sagamore Mining and 
that co _ p! went over the pls and Fockies to Sac, where 
left fr tools and ru turned to the surr hills and v 

Goodspeed summary OVETILAND 

c of Lynn, Mass, and w 
hey traded what they had 

for gold 

Little: Moses F. (of Hi.1. fuw Hl.mpshire). a y+byday+ j from 1/1/ 49 to 
3/31/50 ctng a trip by muie t eam over the 01' Ca. 12 mo. t 350 pp, cllss 
closely written in ink (first 20 pp badly d maged by fire not affectg overland 
narrative since L did not leave home till ge 43, limp boards with leather back 

(worn, with part of front board burned a ay ) 

stricken with goll fever at 25 L- jd fagamore and California M..ning and Trad 
ing Co of Lynn on #' :'J/26 set out fuston by, Phil and Iittsburg by 
steamer, train, ferry, and canal bo , the co took a. river boat down the Ohio and 
up the Missip and M..ssouri to Bo ville, a j-o-p 50 mis above Jeff City for the 
ffiF and lTs. • they 

there they unleaded the bag ge nd wagons and w their tr on May 7 hitched mules 
20 mpd if road was good, and ee ping in tents, the co forded the Kansas and reached 
the P 6 mi below FK 6/12. pp the same rt taken ,by Edwin &yant; seeP under 
an old oak on a hill the ave of Mrs. Keyes 

:-:eepg the P in si ht cimssed sf along nf scaffold 4 fett fm the gr with 
poles and 3 bundles of kins and blanke ts w hodies •• also a lodge OJ' hut with o 
n·e body laid on skins and blankets. 3ut the wolves 'pf or the hand of violence had 
torn down the hut 

Vg dissolved th co on 6/24 but remalneu together, passed CII and Crs of ch Little 
made drawings in · s j, and on Ju=-Y 12 left the P and struck out for SP 

?hey left t h OT at Goose Lake and turned s to the Sac Sutter:s Fbrt g,nd Sac C 
where the di _ nointing reality of El Dorado. began to dawn 

Pemaing t rd oth j is occ w ruyg mining equipment 
From be ., · nng to end, the j is reITJar)~able for_ it long entires, even durj_ng the 

ctinental rossg, and its detailed repo~ting, such as naminr, other trains they 
passed o that passed them, am"ng them the !angers, 1,blverines, and b Pioneers 
(prob · ci~ic. Pioneers of !~riden, Connecticut)????? No day was slighted~ nothing 

en for granted, almo st as if he J.'.:new- we wou~_d want to know evert}iing over 
red years later 

AC ORIGINAL JOUENAL 
]·· ( 5/19 near Lone <Tack we cJassed a co of 21 1,1 1, wa ··,-:,;ons f 'J.irg· nia •. S'leoe.rd s to 

~ n_ ~22 '.r/ Hudgins leaves acct ofhis wife pa~ ed t he bo1mdary l in'e 
s~ at a groc // gives grave inscrips;/ wgs to SF and texico silver mines 
5/24 the 'Wikaloosa we all 10 waggons ,/. safe -Wakealooss Shawnee houses 
5/27 Capt Hooker rode to upper ferry saw riembe ·· s of the fuston :ttwton 0:, 
5/28 ferries a.re 2 f~at boats 1 carry 3 waggson or 12 mule many I on ponies 
decorated in f5ne shape potpwatamies about 800 waggons v crossed thir place 
5 /29 The 8tar Co_ of__ ::bston & the_ Boston __ & Newton 0:, of 26 members here, also 
a lg cofrom Lexington, tis: Mo 
5 /30 5 /31 cos from J:mesville, Ill, Tenn and Chio grs of 6 fro"' Tenn 
6/1 cross V C b-0 use of ropes and sagarnores 
61//,2 _ Wolverj ~ Ra nger w 25 __ waggons w oxen 
6 3 aroused all ~t 3 oc· croSsed the BB- pass SJ road met seve teams 
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of foot persons ret r~ fm FL dn K those on foot broke down their teams nd r com+ 
pelled to return 3 wg loaded w b robes hd for SJ or I I :rec1-::on 28 miles 
~ met 1Y S Miil drawn by -~4 mules ·uarded by 4 mt dragoons this mail from K to 

I ,the Oregon mail I t hink party r9f pa.ck mules _v{_ passed today: 
6/7 wg returng that had bn robbed by Is gg b-., Bryants route he w-:.s 2 days 
earlier 7 /8 On LB heA.r t hat 200 Is above ready to stop us 
6/9 6/10 f nurl.day re ,,_ding writing working most of t he 33.gamores dg the same 
~/11 much catfish choose officers L H lboker chosen capt car".'iage wi t':i 
wounded -,.blve!"ine rac :'..ng to1,1ard FK choose officers civil and military 

6/12 reac the sandy hills that s' ·:irt the ,:rr botton of the 
co t ha.tj ::: gg t o Ca , no t to mine , but to farm 

~/13 F K sev 101:1 hss of tur~, the frame bg of ctnwd f \l...._ lg number of Dragoon tent := of Cb K 150 troops 
er fixing a new fort they had been here but 
uo some of soldiers visited us this evening 

star. w lg assortr::ent of goods 
redskins straight they 
stayed 2 hrs t il W,";s came 

6/14 repacl:ing and d5. scarding 
6/15 vote t o tv tomorrow thus bidding defiance t ote constitution 
6/17 we encanped near ~he te l egraoh l i-ne ???? 9 ?? ~mea r:inr-: the company 

____§Ll 8 6/20 c ror1~ -!=:f gi ve 3 hearty cheers 
opp site also the I ll co nd pack mule E' 

across - -left the- Teleg co- on the 
ci upper ford 

some 20 miles up the rv 
6 /21 up along the sf 6 /22 ~':l=-/-':"2~3 .....::...:::.:.::..=.;.:..::...._;;.;,;..__;.;...=-~= 
6/27 can see CE graves frcm the wes te 
6/2.S s:rntdh of C H r as seen from t road 5 miles 

of 9 

sketch of C 2. 350 feet above he level -of the . river I _ visited _ shows_ 
dimensi ~ns of pillor Jo and 10 feet, with cleft t:1ousands of names, etc. 

CE is one of t h e grts curi :_' sitoes I nve met with the landscape as seen from ;l'idwaw 
up the rock is grand springs at he head of gullies 

6 /29 Ill co with large hs on wh ls 
6/30 fine spri ng a blacksmith n§c.s located himself a short distance from these 
springs. He uorks at his t r J for Es F.nd trades w the Is He uas a sqaw to do 
his work. Two of r co had put on their hc:rse ::: l._50pair fist sisht R,I LP 

7 /1 The Tele :..;ra ph line pas fr0i:·, the fort retg to the Stater, 
t~ke r letrs for 25 c ' 
7 /2 ascend the bluffs d rising the AFC a r e h ere 
they have sold out t zg s omewhere else ~ ort 
~is a bout a mile of sunburnt bricks 
s t oped at the fort t postage to Flv one di.me 
7 I nde endence d i fi ed l ute ch roused r ne i hbor s u o nicely divs no 3 and 
4 a re ahe'ld -theJ,i did not stop at FL Jo ne..::s--"t ~r __.:::..f -=-r -'-otn=--_M> _____ _ -,--------, 
7/5 crickets a nd hoppers 7/6//// ~ n pape r like lin.enc:l)r rice paper {" 
Dee· · creek fa ori t.e pl a ce f or rec'ru::t ting haymaki ng 

A 
7 /11 ~ uisi A.na -co ofmule te ::i ms · ahead of us · 
7/12 under st _d on g aut~,ori ty t hat t he 70 deserte ,·s f rom FL a r e U D in t he hills 
h 2r e , a ll w 7 art1ed 
7/13 F ;~·d y 7/lL Snm; it :i d ge· Gresewood c the 2cc-urge f t ~~e ,· eft is 
e ,1camped l ow us .7 /15 Tock I 
7/20 go t hru tr1e SP ? /21 go vb. SCO t· us :.J'.1:" sed t,Ji ~, dct7 //re:-:e t".. tin':'C 1 / 

. ?o· e~·o:r;· train I+ l,01J.::.·s . ahe:id of us 7 /2.{ b-r sev r r,adometer s the distance . 50 milei:: 
e.t GR sev wgs registered before us ferry rsp::, 2. ea wg we f ound he re th8 Pione 

r 0:impan' 33 \.sag, ~r-ns 1 30 men & ma -~ ot her cos -
7 /25 pirmer co co our route over the Fioneer co an6. =:-Beds r ca;,,ped ar'.) und us 
their numberous fires make a t:,TR.nd app cheerC?d by news of l a r ::;'. r disccweries of gold 
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7/28 The B.neer co, :S:edds anrl 'irginia Co. in camp 
7 /29 sev /, v passed also the 1st div of Mt, Draf:;oons U~A w 30 wag!~ons they 
come from Ft. ':1--idger 1 

8/1 a lfr ~Eastman fm NH belongg to the Pi oneer ho train of 
consumpti n 
8/2 SP then turned to the. westward we took the 
8/S stirke the trail from FH 
8/13 Ei:::neer Co and Chio co camp close by us i:ci D:ll!l!l:XX"Y-X!X hot spring v 
8/J.6 P-line keeping up with us t o hdwtrs of the 
8/13 passed sev can :,s th," Rufhville Cb fro1:1. Ill 
8/1~ take a fine bath in the H- or Marys F P-li 

they are pushin 

8 22 -rartins for k 
8/21~ 7 members of 2.agamore Co overtook s and passed had bn to .SLC 
8/25 pa.ck co from SL 3 rno::'e of the S gs came into r camp with p-muJ.es 
8/26 11 more of the Sags came along ing the last division: in the rear, leRving 
one of our S""gs at SL Hcl~ay 
8 21 ~t ~aldos co of 50 w ~ ~ 
f'rom here ch ea s "to ~ a .,a:~r·s of 
of taking this trs for SL c 
8/31 add another yr to my 

i s a cut o£f 40 miles 
100 m nearer ut 70 m w/o grass we think some 

to v 900 lbs of gold dust with them cheering 

9/1 came to forks ut 4 oc & found as is customary a public PO of general 
info ccg the co Vi co w· h mules 
9/2 wgs deserted catt ~ d ead, dying reading lbmers Illiade Iliade dry 
hole boiling spring Muddy creek springs we vbn misled re distances etc. 
9/5 a11.imals d1ing, duel and one dead 9/8 mud lake 
9/9/ shdb in Sac n t Sabbath 9/11 cross the SNs passing rciany teams 
at Goae Lak;;i ·1e- d of ?i tt river 
9/13 explorg pa y of 30 w mules 150 miles to Col Lawsons the first setl2ment 
9/28 arrived a last in the Great Valley at branch of Deer Creek we crCl'Sed the 
Rubicon 40 ms to Ca.pt Sutters 
9 29 DAvis - & M,rers on hdwtrQ Sac River bear soup just 6 months ago tht 

ed f ror, Bos on for Ca but no one thinking of the fa tiggue privation & 
hardship e shd v to endure bf reach r destina 
9/30 n big l~bi_g disappoi tment 

/ ~ / / _ st 26l percent of bok re calif 

/ 

/ XX XX X 

M 1Charles G. 1349+1850 //resumes by? 
~ - ori~l m in, @J!l pmd &, J pw: non+envelopes 

>St.Loui to sister Enily, urel Ml reached SL on the ~ obert fulton and 
lvs toni te on the Al.lee for SJo ephs t ne men well but complain of the water talk 
oth cholera M:·. IletzJust los, his son station""ed at 1·esj:,~n of cholera . • our objec 
to get out on the planes rgard to sll thea ladies and tell them not 
to let their Beaux go to 

') Bluffs post office near/ :rt Kearney Mor /old FK/ !!9-!·L my __ own reading 
/ dear sister - this bg 1e last of eve h ·d probs on steamer Alice detained in 

breakg the mules at sa ver 3 "Weeks we v 13 s:i1., mule teams one six ox team one 
g covered el-ip~ie wa n for the sick and 2 mule ditto private wags of 2 mules ea 

and about 13 I ponies owned by men oth f this cprises the whole tr and it looks 
ve splendid indeed-

the princ part of the emigration is ahead of us but I hope we will be in 
ti 
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t"xe to pass the Sire Nevada bf winter whi_ch sets in about 15th Sept the 
Eion is t:J:)11 7 ..j_rnmence acct fm the Digings is ve cheery ace visited by the red 
men of t he woods but all fr as yet 

Fort lliilds on Platt River S lS49 
aftermutch de y in c~ o a g_! flood 1.n the 

near f FKarne 2 mi below the mouth oth P 

wa er 
Misouri river on the 4th une and ar'<ived at this military post on 

the 1th being delaye one ay on the i st 250 miles and all prairie 
We hve fairly entrd the gr western f ls I am inld extend ·souil,. to- the Gulf and 

west to the B:: mountains these p i ns is truly a gr sea of grass had to cross 
S lt Cr eek l m.re-rin and raisi wa on s with rooe-s .• a er- ditch 

Fort Chi l ds c i ns one woo hous with about lG or 12 bui of mud or sods and 
is a ve solitary spot now r pacldng - p_wnber of wgs kept- here 5, 000 (over) 
a nd they are still co~ ce ain lb a gr deal of sufferg many lb caught in mts 
t-he _g__lut of Es i s ahead a - us we hope -- to overtake th oxen w- r mules grss diffic 
is qua r re"ls and ctentio , agrav by hardships to ch they vbn strangers 

the neWt- port we ct ct, make is f L JOO mis 3 weeks 

San Francisco Alt!l Calif Dear Siste:'s; 

arvd in Sac v 300 mi above this pl on Cbt ~6- bg 7 months r.nJbe way vg endured 
rivation and s fe r i ng f so lon!; a · •• los t on the SN de sert ev I ~-asse ssed x c 

m a r m.s f_or my: p otec <!_nd one blan..1c~ t and suit · di.ff back, r 
co ta1dng th nor Ore gon Trail which at best is ave a·~~- rout there bg lit 

!I
~ or no g-rass or r mu es or ~ e s and no water but ~oil_i _:qg sulpher and 

salt water a t long interest of 40 and 80 miles apart and 'n cseq we lost 80 or 
90 mules _!ld hrss and was cpld to lv r wagons, goods and baggage on the plains 
and foo · as best we cd tkex 

p aparty of :f±ia five of us started ahead of the last 2 wgs we had to walk 150 
miles w pound of hard bread a iece kilf ed. a crow acorns to Iongs ~ fur 
on Rlther river =e a. 

p-;::;--- / / plus ,~_o mo letter - in California 

xxxxxxx 
K5285 S-7 3 John Nevin King 16 pp _j :,urnalf and letter (says c~ 
//all one 1 dge~ ~ -hk on b ~ue pa.per, and stictched ~ 

I left horn '\.(Erin B.,,_ ~ near Berlin 93.ngamon Ct, Ill) Sat m 27 a nd arrived in 
J""acksonville, Mor ct same mg nd remained there till 4 J O when i n co w 1-'irs. Hi. 
Hays and- Mrs. Mcconne - -I- started for S-L vg arvd in Naples in due time to inter+ 
cept the boat (Time & T:i: e ) rung bet that point and SL I proceed'e next day 
(5 . to -the wharf and . enaa: ed my pa.s

0 
fm SL to S Js on board t m boat Kmsas , 

cmded by apt Jewett ormer ~ J3.rr i vd in He s tern lfo 8th vg bn 
,:::: on board ,i:;nas 7 davt3 ilir tr :vg .been sent fm -~ L for SJ b ·· , 1-.re lea ~-ned t hat 

i t had not arr ived there but was encd 9 m ou m 1·e ton Alex & Hall ccluded that 
_ wed II12ke Westan~startg place no paragra ; phing whatever///on first pp// 

?/9to camp shoot quL-rels r emain in camp (3 m from town ) ,itnil 18th 
5/19 removed carr.p 5/20 pulled u takes and crossed MR on f erry boat ro1.red 

,. by hands cd i tin 1 · f Flv . beau .ace 3 mi distant fm fe.rry 
5/21 ~ss . IJr nad marched 11 m5.les had tw aw~ys one wheel bro en 
5 /24 tr divided into 2 di vs· one 5-n ch o Hall a:nd the othe2' Martin Wilson 

---· 
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returneee who v lost to cholera 
5/26 graves w inscriptions German i .n -r tr with smallpox into SCI road 
5/27 at BB 250 waitg to cross over din log raft w ropes, one dunking 
5/28 R • • traders w 6 1-1gs lo: ded w furs I'llnaway boy fro·' 1-kstfon 13 or 15 
had ~ gun a liar traders taking hir.: back to ST 

6/2 1'3 can s car~sta. pedecl. animals by co:ri ' ng within snellg distzn~e FR 
... r esembl e s t he rio grande iri sight of F~t to islands f or wood v cholera sympts 

, /3 passed FK but was so sick did not see it Hosoi -tal f sue sick Our 
German J_eft ~rovs nd ,,, O" cover fo-r te t. him at 

e 
6/ 4 youm• allen taken with s ~.1nptoms ( son of Col 
6/6 Allens brother now has the sy:Q>ptoms 
6/7 sec -:: nd Allen died 

of ffenton Mo) dies 

~

1 

,ei8 B trails r innum crossg the road and l ead theriwatering places 1,,1<, l !:er 
the new case of c1101 in :r t r has just died ' 3 in r div and all in same mess 
we lnried Waler in an hour after he died · thumb twitching but proun ~unced 
dead by phys ician physician -

mi- wide 6/9 6/10 cro Fsed s P 1 oc ford good-
6/11 Jill in Ha ls train d:i ed yest 
his hrss nd mules_ loaned him my~ 
after c ::.·os s r: PP the road runs alon 
11 m5-le E> you strike AH fr Is at m 

u p to Mr. Fostdr 
to hunt them was 

a high ridge road 
h road sandy _west 

of SL ,,:ho had lost all 
foun<l tt back at ford 

after crsg sf 1P. an d t 

6/:13 . .,. c-,.,. \ • traders chr not 1 L 1/2 Cr a beau m~und etc. 100 1 hi 
/14 m Is between ffi a11d SBs 

6/15 Chateaus tr · to noon. Grass poor 
er em'.:n:ry for fatality in Hall 

6/16 pa ssed 700 head catl fro a mr row 

6(17 crossed LF 80 yds wide F 2 miles from 
t:' cros men 422 women 480 chil, 6817 
\ - \.... ~ ----------::~~:-:-~ - ~~,......::.....,,.-1-__,l'""6'".J::-4~4=---o.,_x~en 1 ?99 cows c / saw Col · Hoff man of 6th 

remained at t · 1s 
Moran? s~geono 
some days at the 

bered to >a j Allen and Ca t Fit' e o my acqu we 
;_ e t amsey quite a youth ) in charge of D:· . 

Ramsey had 1- Ili.orhea severely and had bn suffering 
so~ebody shot who I know not for why I kno not 

;~/22 Upper Ferry 4 pwg passed JKCA,r ~n of Jacksonv Ill 
6/2J caught u w H nson & Smiths tr passed Mi.les & Bennett tr 
6/24 at the ford i IE 6f25 sev knoc':(ed dm,m-by e·lectric_ shock 

1:,wo ot!1ers v d ied i n rd Ei tchard 

------7 1 ove SP E ill &pres 9 lin ~e t. ~O had brandy & ci .ars 1.50 a nd 10c 
<) 7 /2 lef:b the _,' r al.1. or S--1 rt ta :g- 'tllfl ] ;J+ l:l,md r o;;d :ca J J ed SD ?? ?? ===------ -.. 

7/3 gf fill w everything that 1 hold water even used 4 hats reach IR sunrise 
7/4 J2§:¥ 7 pwg man o_f.fers me 20 p:l tn stay- with - adl- help operate ferry gives 
me a present of a gri z zly b ea :i:- skin 
T/.8 Swiss shct h _. mss accid while tak un out of wg-

• tullicks u cs or Owens trading post w forge 
7 /15 Fort Hall 2 1/2 mis_ off road . Ha.i .. Q:.aa:I;--, 7 /7_ Arn Falls 7 /18 RR here the 

_ . OT__.beci as gg o 'fU' t he Bluf fs & the Ca T fos up the ri yer pnxzj on the HCO a YG man 
~ ro 0 d .. Tim, er _ya Williams of S 4 from J.i:eland _ 7 /20 Pyramid F.ock:;:;s;--------

8712 reach H Lake ch was not seen by lac-:t yrs Eion a little b elow where St. 
r,!arys diappeared 8/13 i nto C'3. rso n River de f'ert 11v oid tt).e _Trucky route 
5 to 600 wagons left on road some burning 2'.JOO dead animals 
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8/17 pa.ck 
8/22 thru 
8/26 &x« 

through 8/19 M station t he Canv n 
snow 12 feet or more 8/24 in · ngol d J_~_ nggold 
8/27 a:c-rived i fac i:,:i t i me or breakfast 
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letter to 
in charge 

~ept 13, Beneicia to work for Maj fallen 
is dg a lg ½iz in Sac 

no other letters in sight 

- -
G 759 S-707 Alexander '. • Graham. Letter from Council Bluffs Nebraska 1er 
;ray 19, 1850 to Dear Ba ::::·low 3 pp 
this far on r way to Ca lt wg and 5 hrss co not yet orgd it will b~ 

called the Cbuncil Bluffs co Capt Beenois ? lotsof Is tryg toinsinuate themss 
into r g graces and steal t hey can a hard set of rascals 

left r father mot and siste in Ceneseo •• Our oj ect is toendeavour to 
mksomething in Ca,,· as····tc sun ort them in their old days. • YINISE· 

/ . \ 
xxxxxxx ) 

/ 
C 762 uc~ onner / 

Cit y Great Sa lt e 11 18 2 to folks 4 pp 
am in s lc r rather 40 m north o it we came · in here -last sunday tl--cere- is only 
~ thing tha~ i~rs m~ i oyg myself -
may know I a int dai!ge'.r.'ously sick · ,.:S~.i::;·n~-c~· ~ .:.I:....:~~:.,_J:&...:t.f.lJJ.....J...1;:Q:;;!._.l...uJ~~~~~.J:!.!;L-';~ 
had rather hard ti.T.e f deB.th has 
s l e e s n T, e anks-ne die mi l es above for 

a!.' ima he e when he died but I rode 5 miles 
after dark for a doc but it ·s was taken sick in 6 oc in thG evg _ 
and died the next day at on _§j,nce :we came a!'"ong the mts I vbn a s hart y as a 
buck I am stayi ng at _rs. 31.a:ws formaly i E ly Ilmn- she is a - first rate cook 

~ l:l start 'tomc-r-row for Ca t en chance t I 
shall have sent Deserct Iew t he 

they had 3 ca nnon tha t t hey kept 
~ ~:::§..~5 ~ ~~~- .:z.~-~ "'"""~-=~ l,,).(.._..,·~e:,sa~ d~ a s pe ech _from BY ~ r 

wit~x w/ o pm 1 

C615 S122 
Sp_lem, 0. T 

...s 
ms lette~ -te «l , Po; I ltt,H' 

no pm 4 smudged up but legible 

J Am in fine ct ,, resolution her~ 8/1~, that is in 1,-TV '.'.eci and I 
/ 1 winter in _Or_egon 1.fo had what might called a lucky trip but 1,ere rather 

longer on the road than we expected t 1/ew.ere out from the El.uffs 85 day s 20 
_9f.._ch ,-re .....Q.2:d not tv John & F.ichar _ had the mt fever Geo had t he t ooth ache ch 
· swelled his f a ce despea:i:-at'.'l ly I _ d the headache a ·-aay or 2 and S21nuel had the _Fa 

Di.arrhea none of us were unab to tv acct sickness alkali pois of r animals 
played hob with fast tvg so. came t ::1ru some died and some ~e traded for I pony::,. 

a:, ,imals worth much here _E i on t l1is y r very great, o te back i n F.Ms are 
doomed . to !=:uffer o-n Plat - R t Le lliolera was ver r on Lei,. i s- or ~nake rv 

i e off verv f t some r left w o e fume f ills ne a ir 
ct as soon cross .e pl a ins on -horseback as plow corn, bit keep me from driving 

~os s . d its alJ ~ hooks about cattle being the surest tc<lJns .JQQQ__ 
hor es or mul e~an -much more certain to live 

to Nancy & june: sa.w some sights but did not see the ? J.ep:,ant ca'Tle to Ore go 
cs we er told the r oa d was betrn Ca but if so , I oi tv the persons gg to Ca ..----
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The Jffi is a grand sight (:CG) 
sm of the grandest s cener. i 11a i 

Blue m·' s R, Cascades pines 
~ ,• 

· 1me I s.. we had no i_p.~ of brea but flap,jacks we threw away 
r hard breadl asa we found we buy flour never want to see another 1 111 
never marry a girl who Jeno how to make them 

1 I}. save story of t h ,_--,;;"-='"' ( t:;ank -hea_-vens) 

S-288 ~i-22 ~ _@. AL.S to his far.tlly 5/17/49 to 11/11/50 
17 pp. with ,,aodress-es - wi·i o/n fm V3.ricus places along th? cr and near Sac 

Amie Eal IS to her sister 12/22/ 49 St. J 2 pp 

.. 
?5/17/49 Dear ay, 'fary and Annie: 

H~ v re2.ched within 8 I!U-ot_ eh Big P we r within 18 m of F Ky r camp duties 
r s cfing -':-hat Iv scarsel;r time to keep my j the man who 1 take this fo SJ 
came to camp from that place this evening he says that there ,{ !.' nc, less than 
2000 wgs between here and there; he also says tr:.at th~,, T-ando1iph Co. is between 
the BB and this place • • r co now csists of 1° wgs bu about half ot ehse r 
reen hand d the v reen c, xen ac .o:-dingl y w o_ us the best teams and 
he mo t acv men v clucded t hat asa w reach F ~ - w will separate and see if 

we cannot make better speed than when unite 
abundance -of erass,a wood- and water w-e are a on m 

_.thaJJ 400 wgs ahead man tells ~ me he starte from Iowa Joint landin 
.~ut 30 mi1es above SJ ) on -the 3d of Mty ,1as the same. day _that_his b-i-1 start 
· ed fm Old F K:ly and he beat hi;,, to califor 1-0 days //in 1848? // 

It is nof easy to rite a 1 tter on .o es knee with an ~ n_different pen 
and w no place to place the ink bottle .• GHH 

?~rt Laramy June 5, ]Jt49 we v now tvd over 500 ms thru the I ct we v in 
-one month made one t hird of r j to .a If we _c~~ _make.the FH by 7/4 or most 
sanguine expetas lb re!:llized FII · full 2/J of the way my spirits 1:n•e kept 
from saging by occ meetg a rt:r Ms on their way to t tlments who all 
report that r gnlden dreams lb r alized the v 1 o a old aust wt em it 

i n gr~ns about the size o ey say they v made as 
much as 700 dos per day supp se there is enough grass on this road for all the 
catl in the rld and it is rep rted g throughout the j 

We passed yest I/ no parag aphs// a part of the foward co and we er somewhat 
disapptd in not finding Jo1tn etc. so,1 e ahead some beh:Lnd v passed some 
from Hm-1ard and Scotland aunties 

v seen ve few Is a pa t ·• of Ps and a part;r of Sues a· ·out f 200 in number 
er all we saw until we r ached tte Sue vg at the upper crossing- FFP We -v 
passed a gr many mule t Col fussel & 1!iillock er two days ahead the er the 
f ii·st mule trs that st rte t.ne ·rst ox team that started. 
they a re f rom ohio about JO mis west SJ // -

B are ve thin s season they vbn run so !!'.uch by the forward 1.-r/. Es that they 
v left the vie ot. road. .. At F K sold ou-:c._ nony to the ~ Pi tsbur h mule 
train xpect to y one o r two ponies at the F ch we reach tomorrow our 
catle in good o der ,.,e staid with the main co ch_csists of _Dr. lhwer ? and 
his mess Dr Gore ] ? and his mess Judge F' ool and his mess in all 10 wgs 

shd reach SF by the middle of Bqii;x Algu st o::- & t 1 f P-ood ~heer I am 
a u each t he oh wor 

/to !•h • .Ba Hun._tsville , Iandol oh C (', M:i. 

_ :5= 
c:::::= 
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~ Upper Platte Ferry 110 m fm FL J.l:,.e 13, 1849 Dea, Mi., Mary, :'.· .Annie 
( reached here llsth inst all well nd catl in good order .ruch snow pine 

trees and game. He live on fresh meat mt shee 'r,lack l ed dc,er antelope 
.._ and fuffalow r r cmnpro s to'Qert ~oi: Brown of fu . r · 
his body has not bn discovered there r 500 wgons ah a of_ u~s--~- -
c r o ,,ded nd we d not intend to be r teams t he best hall s u s v ssed 
ab· ut 200 teams I since we left t had a letr written 

ay ch they sent o a o e Parif' M ercur , wa s wrrtten by ·:b_or5s 'lhughn 

): 

T8L9 --
eotember 27th/to Dear 11.illard St. Jose ' fuchanan ct Mo frnm ;;ac oct ll 
w~s taken sick shortly after reachg the oth Sac, no recd suff t o---walk aro'-1id 
amp the tr f r oh1 Mo t o this place was e of gr hardship. ~.fe er c oeld to tv 

,. c s - · 1.n order to hold our posi.tio . con in p ool I s co untir we 
reached the . 1,, r , o · Nary <::: ver w en I clcu -' by my. elf. 

· accor rove out o t he tr n v n' seen it since 
We beat ev tr we came ss . . hal:f' way d01,m H- · .. ,e came aero s s a wg fm Ill 

w ch we tvd to Ca nd we· are sti tog together. · '!here is a vast deal of s icness 
in th-:.s valley .. am now a : ·,ou 200 mis abo~ Sntters Fort on the Sac The digins 
here vbn rich but thev v bn r- the t1ost !)art- dug out--Hope the co can nake 
5000 d~ by 25th Iec 1~50 H! l n expect to bid farewell to this ct 

accept for yourself _ ie and the baby the love of your affec b±other •. 

Fever Diggings Dece 

Nov 11, 1350 to 

to fear Ma, H::1ry, Annie re CaUf doing,, 

to return t o the state acrosf' tr,e -::ilains next surnr 

irre2.evant 

) xxxxxx.xx 

Richard Ness 
/ ms lef'ble decent script 

or,i'ginal/journa+ ~ 65-pp unbound 15 1/2 cm ,, 

ART: -:;----,~ ::..-=-=-==-=--=~~=;:;....=-= =-=- the M_ s souri River 
~ nea fell in with a 

/ t.SI canadian pony & cart G:i:. .is uay to 
tl:la eH:1,;gi.no he wa~ in compan7 with an ox train a few hundred miles above 

>_Laur~me fell in wit 3 me~~otin it __ t~the d~ ins after this it was alni.c:st 
a daily occurence to ee one man footing it & someti:-r,es a dozen. :0NexMfx:t,re: 
/// no paragraphs wh tever 
One place for about 20 miles the grass was almost all burnt said to be done on 

purpose near the SeITa • eveda sew the camp where a party of e ,0l:i.Grants was caught 
in the snow & had to w,.nt where they eat one another only a few survived. I 
believe about 40 perished 

At Iaurimie saw an I chiI tied tn the branch of a tree said to be the I custo 
m when they die saw the ~ Xhimney rock Cburt house Independence rock the 

\ · · C ,. felI 00 feet hi h in or ater. I 
/ saw the track of a Grisly fuar the company several of them went up the 

Mountain found a Cave went in- got scared came to -the- camp in a hurry same 
night our horses stampeded 

~ For some days travel in the w::i::l~d::e~r~n~e~s~ ;:;;_~;::!!::_.!e:!~ .S::.:!:.~- $..L~.llLL~..:,.....=~J.--~7u,.!_d...Jn -
/ fact there was scarcely a minute u one or more in view there is an 

eYtensi ve dry lake on r the plaines now with s aleratus which we made use 
of for making our breat 

>p. At once place near the .:out', Pass we fouj any q uanti tyt of Ice by diggin a fe 
w feet below the gr the Ice is from 1 to 2 feet hick this ice is supposed to be 
chemically formed · · 

made a declaration of naturalizat' cm at Chi Ml.rch 14 1811.9 Cbook Co. 
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) Left shop at ~;~,;:ri Cct t 6, 1848 left Brooklyn NY Dec 13, 1848 for fuston 
Mass ~parted Dec 20 arrive at Chicago I1l Jan 4 1849 (and went through 
Canada) Left Chicago for U. ? California Ap:ril 2nd with a span of Horses & 

"1.1a
0

gn. with a party of 4 persons . arrived at 0:mncil Bluffs MiY- 4 afte r a very 
:/tedious journey we staid here about 3 weeks . sol d our Horse and Jagon &c 

for Indian Rmies for Iac~:ing i-P Riding &c 
on the other side of the 1R near r camp fare about 3000 Is csisting of Pawnees 

Omoes? Otoes &tc. 
une 1 left the 11.ssouri for our long j w a called the &press Company of 51 me 

men & furses accom~anied by Wa on ox Irawn QY M.tles saw a few Is cpd -
on the Pl tt River near a g body of Is went through our exercises kept strict 
Eilitary .. ard picket guard at night/ &c 1 man accid shot in the thigh since 
doLng well sent a party of men to arrest one of the Chmpany who started off 
with his JS.11y I s ? Horses _provis one 8c 

) 
rrived at F our party broke up I jd a co of 15 men & 31 

Hor- • r~1as day getting my horses over the Platt at this place they d g 
3/ 4 of the way er then turn & s..r· rs. Back 

.,,- ~ (the first Foi-· of t,.e Platt is about a mile lone; & is ·rnn"f (lUicksand that 
\.,_,.,t° . if a wa6on or Hors stands still a moment they seam to sink right down a Mr • 

. 
; 

Rowe was shot at t hl' s place a few days before by the Is ) ??·1 :r:? 
changed a pony fo a Mustang the pony was left bf we got to Lau:rime 

heretofore we v had a un5ance of grass it is now getting scarce. abundance 
o:f Provisions scattered bout in eve-ry Direction tons weight of Is.con at a 
hee,p same of Flour Leac ;,agons euns in fact f everyth; ng of t:ci.e 1::ind thatcan 

> 
be mentioned we i 1ot "'etend ? to car i cl:'E>visio s with us rut when meal 
ti ,1e c 11 , . "" ''"'' acted such · s we wanted killecJ some B Ena ts lope Cc I c 

- one ni,:;ht in the Bla.c}: ::-3..l. c r :b:!'.'s.ss sta:· neded P . J.9 ':o t 2.1.iaJ 1..r'1, Cil ::elo.,yed 
ur. 3 or 4 days a nunber oE' :Ic.1·,•se:: ;;a-re o· '.t :' we--e l,,.ft on the prairi::, 
yre found c ttle and Horses l t daily on the upper plo.tt 

there e.re numhers of ;:eople & r:ibials dTo,,mded crossing the various L'brdf' of 
t,h,; 3.R.tt all sorts of 1-1eather r ost rain snow &: so 0 1eti: 1e e:xcessi vely hot. with 
myri<ls of sand Flies &c soti in ,he mg we db layg sev inches of water a little 
bf leavg the Platt to October we had no rain 

the person I traided 
w. on the sweet water 
was runnlitng al day on 
saddle clothini &c 

Horses w was _ .d ){ for his mgn~y b:z . ?- man he fell in company 
my mustang th:r .w me of also 2 other persons & got away t.:. 

the Prairie caught when we ca!".lped at night lost 

prairie do2{s ch was vec·y good 
we staid to recruit J davs at our party of 11 wa~ons ca:cped among 

a 1~out 5000 L ( f:.na}::es) 1-.1h~ are ve fr tetwe Laurimie & Si.lt Lake 
I had the m:tx .Mountain ~ver twice 
At t Salt Laxe there are about 9000 inhabs a week at SL to recruit was 

there at the cele b o their first entering the rale:r JuJ.y 24 
at Goose creek r party again sepd the party I ~-.ras with csisted of 4 & when we 

got to St. :Nary 1 ~ ·3i. ··er another left us on thi - river I i.1as sick· our Horses 
staF.peded they found all buy my two a11 :,ands so ht for them nest day but did 
not find them·before night-

at the Slouth- 10,000 acres-of -first rate -grass e hay -to-car:::y with us but 
my mustang kick hers of the distance I think is about O miles w/o grass & water 
e:;.~cept boiling .. water ch we put in . vessels .. &c to cool for ur horses we had only 
to put some coffeee in a coffee pot and dip out some water o . the Spring & hold 
the vessel in the Spring for a minute & it is done 

pains in stomach such as I never had bf in grst agony T t ti9ught I would ha 
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d v died my water was like blood our p3.rt:, er all sim affected 
arvd at Truckv Fiver 

') came ~ e --f'ir:;,"t--. go l d dig;i;ins on Ben.:.' F.i ver Sept 1, 1349 
/ tnats t hru pa'ge lix 14 the rest is re Calif 

_eturn to ry Y /8/ 11/8/50 accts 

( 

~ X X X X X X X X -pc-~ ~ 7
, ~ 

S-927 E . S. (wen qrigi n ms ,j_,';urnal black leather _ c 611 

writte~ to mother at relson creek 90 miles 1~rom l-JB.ry2ville 9/2/+/53 
tLrough brother Ce_orge W. Owen after u v persued ' i s_ letter pass it to father 
~ mother if they.- are living '"tc. etc. 

~ ---· 'Butte Ct UeaT ;.1other About 18 m ths ago I wrote from Kainsville 
Iowa to brother ,lunes informing h~_m & you of rr y departure -from that place (via ) ­
the overland route for Ca. Of my a"."rival in Ca u nv v heard arld v a lcmi ti:ne 
bn wondering what has become of E~st, f earin lest- some evil has hefallen him on 
the way / 1/ then he~ists all the dire pos s ' ilit:Le:: 

Since we a re through w this i:ctaginaBy bu ine :;,::: & it- is settled that I am in 
Ca if you v patience to read I will de t 1 rf some of the circums ch :~ccurred on 
the j and also mention some oth natura curiosities etc. 

for -;- months left 

a ti5m, noon oth T.n the 
~ boats took on 13 o. 
the current she dipped wate and sunk 
of Hill from Iowa who was drowz:ie -a-n ­
tedious tier tier i tires .erlious j 

--Hay 12, -1852- (AD)- ~ mg bf sunrise on the west side oth >::"'_8 miles above 
CBs we t:bbj up~..Li,n'1 of march to a sm ck where the Is v a bridge built f 
brush or ~ bushes or the pu~pose of collecting toll said j;)ridge was superin 
::~~'lllya squaw ped /i~ at the base of a high hill a place where a portion 
~ !!.Lt> quartered _p season while on their P:i lgrimage to G2 L 

5/13 all hands pr c eeded to take a farewell look at the United States 
here every man is t ruly a sovereign a.'1d fully de td to sustain hin.self i n his own 
inherent rights tc etc we er not detained long ow · n payg r respects to lhcle 
Sam but facing out resumed our march etc etc 

5/14 overtook rty of 8 men & 2 teams from fort 1/iadison Iowa at Pappea now 
on the weste r limits of the Territory claimed by the 0' 0ahas- Js · a small tribe & 
poor but Sa ge and warlike in their app dest of clothing in i?tature tall Q. 

of dark 't'awn, color their faces striped w red paL2.t the earf' of some were slitted­
up and do1,~d hang with brass rings Eome of them Braves I suppose ".lave the 
lobe of the a r cut loose at the top and pealed- down left hanging sus~ended from 
.. the l owe part dangling about their shoulders after the fashion of long ear drops 
worn by some of r ci vzd £'emale gentry 

t~e 1:1ales ~- old and yg v the hair shaved fm the i heads except a smal spot on th 
crown of each where it is left tr grow to 5 or 6 inr,hes in length and stands 
nearly upright they r mostly armed with bows and arrows etc. 

also a -turf tombstone 
at Elkhorn 1000 wag-:-s v crossed here to this date this season 
ve are now in ter r claimed b:'" the Pis they are low in stature c;-e1:lerally not _ 

above 5 feet g inches thick set and well propotioned dest of clothing and 
wea:ring scalp locks like the Cs + and armed with bs and as, the arrows bg pointed 
with iron the coplexn oth rs is very dark they er striped with various colors 
females have long strai;ht black hair fall equally each way from the crown ot eh 
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head flowing loosely about the :choulders also covering the face & eyes so much 
that as they appToach one they are ctin brush~ng the hair fm bf their eyes w 
one hand while w the other they r making jestures soliciting "soog11 etc. for 
some 11 pappoose'' the greatest beggars the rld has ever Dl:lm produced 

After crossg :&k+horn we drove 8 mis to where the road ,ioins -Plat te R 
///nmnbe~ of pages????? 

16th at fuell ck a ppr of attack b:.r Is hundreds of them were chargg about on 
horse back + whooping & yellinr; in~ savage style. • unite with 2 other cos of 5 wgs 
each formed r wagon i_nto a crescent Is keep their distance 
17th 18th to loupe Fork ,,,hile hwa~e we ascertained circums re the Battle of 
Shell Creek. • on the 13th inst a ,co of'. E8 10 or 12 in nu besides women & r.hil 

w 3 wgs had crossed the bridge (of I r-Scr) when a dispute arose "::1etween the 
head team and p ome 2 or 3 Is about payg nd collectg the toll the Is demanding & 
the teamster refusg to pay 25c the Is speakg in En."'.lish cmndd him -to halt - whc 
he refused to cla + when one ot.h Ts gava a yell Rnd a suff nu o . F'purin:: 
sprung fm an ambuPkade in the willows to surr the whole co & eizing the teams cm 
ncd nlundering the wggs when one oth Es fired a gun and the ight cmncd the Is 
discharged a voller of arrow at the Es, wounding 3, onA mo a l ly when seeing a 
heavy tr of 'FEs ,approachg they broke & fled south to tbe _. whither they er 
pursued and 7 killed and some wounded E ruried w sid LF 

20th r rt is along ss oth fork for 6 miles [..,_ then ears off South '.4 towards the 
main P 26th remain in camp rain all day -

rep-dogs ext detaiJ of observations of their ehaviour / / csid detail re 
seanders and toJ30grapby- oth ro1:;1-te Prai-rie Cr k, 65 m fm tF'·~ 
25th wood ck 29th elm ck willo,-r lake b 1 the time u v rad this j through u 1 
v :found that it treate chiefly of cpg-- and • r.ivg and dri v and c p_g ted-ious to read 
more so to travel not wri ving a 1.c 1. us work for enter tai•nmen 
5/30 Ptah lake Dry Ck 500 w gs in i ght c either side oth P after supper 
postg th guard when some onP- reporte t hey er buryg a wrnan c l ose by who had 
just died of cholara. • a short di ce below here is a ford and the 'Es vbn 
cross P 2 days brin w~ th them holera measles small x &c -and ere we are cpd 
in t he ffeids t of all manner o c ntagious diseaaas .• cries of_E l eohant n nt 

1.,e r he i.ding a counci our t ea.ms and pu l out of that crowd asap but 
where shall we stop 1 c_rowd for the next 500 miles 

5/31 Skunk Creek Pawn e Swamp Mrs. Ashley fron Wisc sick with chol/ dies 
6/ 1 ~estager 1s creek? then 7 mis to what is termed the last timber ace tc r 
guide only 1 tree ne 200 miles _process of gatherg B chips - in wet weather 
they a re no go 
6/2 black mud creek north bluff ck d1)st in perfect clouds cd B ck 
more cholera long _ aces w~ ;o will be the next victim ? 
6/3 one of r co t en suddenly ill give Iarry a dose medicine &roll out as fast a 
as we can to She herds ck Petite Q:- fuck ck 
6/11. rattlesnake iver on ss r cedar bluffs to camp ck Horns creek ? 
6/5 lone tree 200 yds s oth road 3 miles above the lone tree ss is a gro~rn of 
ash timber nearly surrd with hi bluffs 3 miles fm here to castle river 8 rods 
wide 2 feet deep good crossing to Calm ck'? 
6/6 no water till Crab ck 21 mi 20 1 wide 

6/7 ABR (using guide book ) 
6/8 cd op er app of,clcHfashi nged stick chimney M gdde 
6 /9 s s Ch pi tel Hills or SB s c at spring creek Me get the s '.1a ve 
medcine cposed of spir:it s -Of rheubarb laudanu" , camphor an ca si- cum in 
e ua propor ti,ns dose o s take an overdose the cramping stopped, the 
voml ing rL .pu.rg ase i n fact- the r emedy- was so effectual that it came 
near stoping the breath and what ha?pend for sev days I know but little about 
and whay I sufrd and endure3- in that ox wag for 8 davs - I 1 n attempt to describe 
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,P, I lived through it and that is enough for the present I was taken i'.' sick 
~ _milef' below F L and passed the fort ahout 11 oc the l ~th day of June 52 

FL sitd etc. • . s hor distance above t ·~e jc the road !orks t he left ha.nd fork 
cros Icing the Tii ver tu ming ? pa.st the fort thr · ugh the ? hills on th ss P 
to the upper ferry the ri2:ht hancl road ancl the one ch we tvd runs u. along the 
NSF and is tlre one cn~ef'I tvd b., the ol d . teers am Mi 

eng . : scri p of black hills 
6/18 now west of that inhosry region - C~s pulsi ve ) known 
6/19 ss c:1ase Bs o~ir wa7 runn'n'! fir:ht my do,,: Tougl-:: gets inv hol,18 him at 

a \) b3.y when the old 1 / B fell pierced b, as I"a~-, bulletr as .Juli r.; Caesar recd wcrmds 
~ at the h~nds of Roman cnnsniratorr 

6/20 to upper ferry },al tee( at the jc oth roads in front- of' a grovery or ,::roggery o 
or To313ery as usual ab such estabs we hear a nost copi s dispensa of news 
Since 1st 1500 Fag~~ ns .v crossed 0 000 >ead o:'.' catle, 3 yokes to wagon 
(ane that is lesf' tr:an the average) 

Gr:ssi_p item 2 men drownde swimb ,. catle 9 so heard of some murdering 
ana some hangings 

:,'.~n fD!'ings avenue rock al ··· kali swa:~,p 
__ 6/22 Fiilow springs sane E w~g n names 11 Ur, _s: Sam for Californy11 "Davy 
Crockett thru by day 'light,11 flRou-gh and rea y rent for Oregon. 11 decide 

__ on r OW!! name ~,ob Tail Cor1pany i"asy 1lie urn red crialk 
,,_/23 ·:-rospect Mll ptench 

~topr:ed to take a view of i b:r some_ a gr natr curiosity - _-iowe-
ever I see nothing ve rerr:a~kable abo1 it on L:r that it is an c~ormous smooth 
granite rock entirel;r bare lyj_n ·1 p tl7.e surface oth gr 

One mi 1-1est forded the- 1:-.:s 5 miles from t:-1is o DG (ch i_s more like it ) 
6/25 near split 
6/27 Ice Springs a: hoax 
6/29 strawberry and creeks 

7 /2 now on the rummi t 
800 and 23 miles seem 
.::'. small hills a ou 

now tvd alon the Nebraska or Pl atte ann its tribs 
not on sutnr'i of any-mt ·-.,hatever suppos ed tb between 

most remarkb feature is wind river mts. 
to get catl mired 
prsp for 49 m ile Iesert ari-ve forenoon of 
the bear physician says mv case a diffic one 

somethin e e t recovrd fully yet gi .res cal0mel am 
stretched at full lengt h nan ox wagon- over the hj_ghest 

over for sickness in OUT' co toss 
ECO past old crater not 

FH 

s own 

oth Ei.on 
wor2e 

u ~-er ends pli t and 
on ma -Ln tr·,.ck for Calif 

~~y...u.i;.....1.w.c:u..~~~~~:1..l<J~~~,.1-.J...:~---..J.~o!.£s!.!Ll1and I cannot cor1;g.ctl:c suply the elli:pses 
Lawson CD or fugue Ri_ver or Oregon Foute &c (dont take j_ t) 

2/ 15 Bi, .: Eeadow oth -;.i:- be:'inng rf the Sink not a well man :Ln r co 3 '..;.nab 
le to walk, myself w feet wra.ped in rags these r tolerable trying times 2 more 
week:c: '.f we live so long 1 see us through '.:cy team was in the ea when we st1·ted 
and we are now i.n the lead rt up the T'rnckee fuc>~ri th8 cut off 

1
8/29 drove thru and fetched up all standing in the .!m fx valle 0

/ on the hdwatrs 
F ca ther ~-j_ ver to "'~randot t. dry di -~ins etc 
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1:: 529 S-,\04 ~ B Cb Calif to dear wife 
full size -J2 8 pp. 
ta Bets.ay ·1estover larion 5.pley Co Indiana 

ink on linen 

. . I l eft I 5/1 the 2nd neight we ca: ;ped near an I settlemtn wh9 ware do:;_ng 
quite a f a r mg bu //sotne blotted out or oblit by water spots// ;ftO miles :f.rom 
the 1:alkarusha & 1 1/2_ m f , the Caw or cansas river this to1,JI1 ontai ned about 
200 soles A ericans and I ndians f r came o e C'.,tbo l 

~other it town where csid trading is dm1- w Is 
-.- .no diffic~w T:=i"'tho t.}1e:r an~ :1lP-nty :::i_ny ;inant.H,y o · wolfs holins & barking 
within 20 or 3 ; ste~ps of r waggons stake the cattle t dark an,l loes them a t 
da yb:r-eak big Vermi_llinn ve:r-r·r bad to cross on adc of the steepness of its 

-..---- funks and raing at the time made them verry sliper rendered it absln-'.:-e nessary to 
hitch rops to t.r1e h-i nne r;nn of t.rnrr 1,n=i_se-orn=; & t a. e a tnrn aro-:nd a small t:r-ee 
and let them in that way 

now in mi ds t or the ~Pa,.fneeses the most da 0 e rous tribe quancaquenttly we had t 
ke ep a good watch then thr'J bl ue ~iver m., tions also Shawnees, Fottawatomys, 
Osages and :::'f. bg --,rocc11 pied w ? 

the next- stream -we care-t0

• '•:as sandy whare an emagrant had t u p a 
bss for a while and about 3 miles _re . ere 90 or __ Ic; wa,rve-rs the Cl3ag -f 

had been out an a a-~1..Le w i t 1, Re an wur returning back t::~ey ware all 
on horseback an drcsod in war ap ""rl and that is Simply naked except a cloth or 
skin around the wast and thare ~- beaus & arrow & knife and war club I 
s2.w but one gun 

now getting in arnon.::~ the antil opes of rate numbers and ten t ousand 
-+-~----t-~-;--;--;--',;f- ::-:;----~----:---:;-~:;---~-

w o o l f 40 miles from bi s ? y we cae to little blue creek wi nd blue al:~ost 
a hurr ycane fo~md 'lhckc~r mg campted within ten p{ rods of us they ware all 
sick with tho meas els & a YJ;; man by the name of rice that was with 
them who afterwards di 

5/16 left camp 12 0 t c Fort 1'Brny just as we cor:ie to the river 
bottoms a woman 1 os about 1 yr old__& 1uried it on .he blufs this rv 
is 1 to 3 miles wi emagrants v t rely soly upon this river for watter •• 
cooking with B m re _ 

s~1ot a blac1 eigle on its perch aigle on a seder tree it meshered 6 feet 
across at its · nz s into ash hollow _(first over the bluffs a lx,,1t 4 miles) 

here som - trains forded platt r:Lver & erased over on the ns on acct oth , deep 
sand on the ss wee v passed hundreds of graves 'out we ,cam:gteq Qne Jleight mq 

here rigb "tiy a grave with a seder head.bard wh'ch must have- b~en got sor:ie 5 or 6 
miles fr m the grave enscribed thareon In M,mory of William P. To.ylor who died 

- July 2 1850, aged 12 ·rears b in- Franl~lin Co M> and El.en ? :-iis sister aged 17 
Pd same day with Cholera we left this camp 5/30 

abr·ut 50 milef' fu 'ther we came to the lone tower or solatary cart hous so ca 
ald it stands about 6 miles -from the road ne:-~t day er 500 1 - like chimney of 

a house all torn away through a gap of what is cled Cblsts blufs making a 
cut off from the old road 

Jrne 3 Hors creek 
to Ia.rma e:_,ptin,':; in 

from dc-:er creek we came 
2 boats 5. ":Mg 

3 year old pf orphan here 
to platt -bridge- 2-.d ? here ::i_-s -Fort Larnra 18 rniles 
tothe crossin:; of ~·,latt river here we found a ferry b~at 

here is where the M, get a~ 1 their salaratursIR these mt are verr pecular 
pacular to the ~e . dividing ridgc-::, here is where the or'igan teri tory cones next 

Q ----,:[. m.is to GR kept on M or sl rout about 29 miles rJ.L w:e took the Kim~eys c1::_tof. 
,----/-~-6 mills to GR June 25 i:xpx:tID:xa:lixiakex:tmari::FJ.ter.; ::c, i /HC0/ 7 a rg of mt s 

~r--\1'. V that mutch reEemble Ci.tys or the ruins of ld castels witl, the chimneys left 
standing sum resmelbing tower." or steeles _ etc. •· nto gold clig~ins 8/7 bg .!l._9 
days frQt1 the State line. 100 fm Mtrysville and 11,,.0 ' f' rm SacCity 
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/ 
( S-795 ~ -. ~ 'I',:-ip across t: e. plains by. 

N.Q_TE BY P:. T __ ;1. DE =F. . an extremely interestg ov d o 94 pages writte in ink in a 
l "<gibie-Rai'l . • '\•est port to Yreka anci Shasta, 3 t o 11. :/. A nati ve0f 
Wheeling, HV he with 2 partners set XEX f orth from Mo 3/29. 
of the few diaries that we know of describing incidents and c 
0 T :in 1 359 X ????? milk and eggsa s far ,.,est as Wyoming 

ORIGDTAL HANUSCRI?T DIARY bound in red m inches 

3/2a. 1Jheeling arriving SJ 3/29 April 9 we river and strt1.ck out t o make 
~ it b~ ·some nu. e s 

l./10 al tho funday acct threa. t of rain cd near vh the a , a sm vg 
4/11 u v no idea of the prarie how beau it is ge 1tly rolling. • as t hough it 
had on made by the handsof men nd w the intention f vg- ev foot of it made ~' pro+ 
ductive 4/13 pitch tent8 on snow, not a very god foundation 
-L.il5~ of_J ·!enona 4/13 intent to dr ~o Harris creek to aµx lay over wait for grass 
supE3r for 2,cat a farm hs and attended a nee but still wolves 

- - - -------

see mainly 
oxen sm for Ca csid 

( x ci tement f onie s atte ndeb b a ~ ~~~-__..~-&---><>~~'¥' ~ ~~~~:::::.=-,~;.....;;..:::.~~=-=;;~=-:r-=--_.:;;.,,-. 
par y of ls who on dis_co \erg prar~ e on f i re t o prevent 
£heir nearer approach 

30 Big SA.ndy 15 days a o a ight here be t Sx and Is in ch quite a numher 
er kd this mg as a P w ~ ccomin!:'" out of the ranch ch is a tp where he had bn 
stayg all night he was een by a Sx p squaw 2he immed started back to her tent 
a copule miles wnere t e re was 5 warriors they mtd- their pones met the P just 
outside of the palli s de s and shot h:i.m 3 x and then ran him t h r ough with ,, speak ands 
scalped him bf he f e 1 and er on their ponies and gone again r/. in a few mi nute ,. in 
fact bf the people -,{ frm the ranch could interfere the 0 gathered him up and 
buried him 

5/1 / /like apple pie 
5/2 
5 /3 f strike t he 
LB wers of Q'.ormandizing 
5 6 e · i eve none o nem__,_~bn t o the Peak 
5 8 reach R closed on Sunday 
5/10~ gat~ r willihow and B c~ips a s t h e cmpder oth F had rere1 .red each 
wa up and down the river for the use of t and will now allow · n l e !-tick 
cut so t, a e on have to_ de pe n_ on the willows growing on the bottom; sca:rce 
larger than a man I s thumb -
5/11 from F heard of John Morrow bg above the F about a half mile so we went u p 
and seen him we are t r. move up to J M0 rrows t onorrow I scarce l y know how to give 
you a disc:Hption oth Fas it is such a s mall fry to whs.t I expected hoover I il 
try it consists cf a number of blrigs built in a hollow square the ho:.low UFed 
asa pg flanked by mounted canon The bldgs occpupid b the officers nd for govt 
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are frame and look very well at leB.st a.way out here the soldiers that. have 
famUies live in sod houses walls 2 feet thick ditto roof warm and cfortabl 
but not very sub their powder mag is also in one of these sod houses their 
main stables r of frame they v a sawmill 

<
5/12 move u p to .hck Morrow~ he has given us the priviled;:;e of campg in one of 
his house s tEe _use of his :wood pile and a man to . tend .. to -our cattle John :e,.eems 
tb doing very well here he is in pardnership with a man by the name of Hankin. 
They have quite a store 

5 /14 trade wgs w J c. 0 rrow for a lighter one 
5/15 5/16 cattle v disappeared delay one day 
2/17 m· de J 7 m] le DO; nt first place for getg wood after 1 vg 

FL 

hear of yg men stealing from his hie employers and sellina dre,; his 
~·evolVer and knife btit bf ·!--le cd uf;e thCm the otl1er enc sh him 
and buried here 
5 /18- to 24-·not:.riing · worthy of note this eveng ··we re SP 
5 25 this . 7 o •r t he fo rd and alone as o ,re v 
hot we d take hal..f r loaa· over at a time r w t uck in river, tipped over, 

leaving 1•kl'.:night and myself \on one side , le e ard and chapline on the other 
5 /26 extricated· -- some · !Pers --J:rllt:gxn ·a corn · g ba·ck · and was out of Provisions so 
we give them some flour and meat and the boated r th"ngs across, etc. 
5/27 f'tarted for nf ot:: -P distance 26 miles 

travois a disgrace to walk z.O+man lodges 5/28 I horse and -dog­
xf.n 6/1 in sight of CHE lg stone hs s Gu3.:r•e built Fi th a dome or:i. the 
top of it 6/2 er n single co umn--of sand rock so•r1e 250 ft hi· o··e:i:-tah by 

rece':'1ticn fm 

some similar to 
any mail for us 
told us to ·look 
it was quite dive. tg 
hand full of le 

The 

6/7 6/11 - cp t Deer Creek, - get oxen shoed ch 1 dost us 20 .• ferage is 2.50 
a team. the idge is some 25 miles fu-·ther up the river 
6/13 rv no; q-,,_i t e half a ·mile wide fri:t swift n.::1d deep cd take but one Hagon at 
a time 'd t· make 12 trips for 6 wagons and teams 
6/15 identifies--pebple·- in his-· cornpany &iri•,ers Seward · Dr. 1·1atts, wno sepnt the 
winter at Fort Ke'3. :.'.'ny 

/

,6.17 -s.., where there is a bridge about 20 yards wide toll 50c first cam.p of the 
RHs it is called the rattle snake chain and cs;_sts o nothing but rocks piled on 
rocks 
6/1'~ IR stretch of 40 miles away from the f-.w river 
6/23 calf is born contrary --to usual custom, keep it for the first ranch 
6/24 tl1e calf bg unable to tv and not vg room in r wg we er cpld to kill it; nail 
rtail to end of wg by ch means we got the cow -along- w/o -any tr · Dr. 1:Ja:tts elects 
to stay with a sick man Fremonts penk · 
/25 SP 5/26 _ S.mday passed as usual in resting 

6/29 meet ca,ral.cade of 9nakes, ma; nly w and c men at war with he Utahs 
·~bos-,ones he say1>_ . Shoshones 2000 ponies ferry 3/ 

· , 6/30 passed place where the l~ burnts a govt train of wgs to Blacl:s Fork 
7/2 to neaJ' .EB e_f!ten up by mosquitoe2 Ebrt Bridger pass 
'2~.cxp,xmr; t v.m the fort · 
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7 /3 pas s f t hru the F ch place I like the app of much betern either IC or L the 
blcigs oth officers residence s are 11 new vg bn mostly built las t fall the Fbrt is 
a l g stone bldg surr.i a / ed/ by a 1.:/:/l,estone wall there is now about 500 soldiers 
and t he l a ce presents qui te a livel,0 app Doc 1

·
1atts overtook us here making r 

co num'ber about 50 men 
Kanyan the Heber east funyan Big Mt 

7 /12 intend to stay in city as W'" all v riore business to do :'_n the way of 
ox shoeing bu:ring flour and grou. • camD n -.-. the heart of the city and in the 
open st in front of the livry stable cri pti8n 10, 000 inhabs Lion house 
7 /13 yester -'l ay I-brace Greeley editor 0 N'l' Tribune 2.:r· fm ths Peak enroute 
7 /1/., 15 for shoeing depart s1J.lpher s pri ng 
7 /15 rent gras ,:: for 20 c a head 7 /19 Bo ::. Elder 
7/21 mosqdtoes like rain dro p 7/22 Blue sprngs 
7 /23 :i:em,ells spring d "ep c:r: ek 7 /24 .still laying over :m Sunday 
7/25 pilotspring 7/26 casure creek De c~sure Creek 
7 /27 j c of SL a.nd F H roads 7 /28 Goose creel~ mts 

H-
ver;r hard cases 
H::ney Lake se t tle!"lents 

It Carr of '·!heel i n g his !!len out .kil -;r Ind ans in retrib 
?-;;;-:---:;:-=~f::-.!::~~~;;...~t;h~e~ r~o:.:::ad 8 2~ cmncd climbing lose cattle 

94 abound foot of ,c:-hasta Mountain 
expres!:'men for Yreka says voluntRe rs v kd 50 Is 

Jo!m Urch et. al, pub comm. FIRST ANNUAL OF THE: TERRITORIAL ?IONEEff, OF 
~ the · - tory oth orga , cstitu:1.. -n: etc. · SF 1877 

l E . 

C
E-dmundfaerney c,oD ,JORDS June 1, 136(- 11An •'.Yerland J fm SF to N Y by 
ay of Salt La.k • • • 

/~ mag section, U(lbound 
_ / ~ b"y way of Bridger!" Pass, fort Halleck 

a~ - -

:·: X x-x 'X 

V 

8/1/1865 I left for Atcni'son .• M:-. parting gave me letter~- to his 
subordinates at di_fferent stations, ch proved v c edentials. F. j was c}:iefly thru 
rollg prairies, jmct;xx w/ but little variety all soon to be brat under cultva 
s ooner or later •. At Dvr we hea."'d b/ te a bod;r of 1500 Sx had attacked sm 
troops at P.Latte Bridge, near F L, ao1 ... 70 miles fm the stage road, and defeated 
theE w a loss of one o:"ficer and 2 vts kd, and 16 wounded. Along the road we 
found the teleg operators and s ion+keepers on some alarm .• ? 4 days prev two 
wggs tvg near this place er a cked by Sx, occupants killed and shockingly mutila 
ted, the wggs burned, and · ei r content "' car· ·i ed, f the team of hrs s 

On the 4th we pa s d Fbrt ¥Barney where is a small village. In the afternoon 
we stopped at a home atin, where we picked up another p:i.ssenger, who tvd in the 
coach for a few m· s. . Drunk insult:-::. me cs I had asked for a second place off \ ch 
to eat my tart ns tead of using the same one I had for my meat, .• saw roughtest 
men I s i n m;r life. . no ·-more degraded and re ::=• lsi ve men as sane of the shop-
}:ee or~n, .... .,his road. 2 or 3 ge:h live together; they a re unmarried ~ (ilmadcxxmtth 

Pf' , 378-~ 393 
and rarely ree a woman. They nv get hold of a bk or a news·paper 
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At Big filue have to wade across or rath r on raft via rope with coach 
waiting on the far side to Aethicson 8/11 ,-.ifth .!we futel ny 

START On May 13 my 3 yrs cmand of her Mi.jesty 's gunboat Grappler in the 
Pacific colonies terminated, recd perm to select :cy own route for retg to 
Fnsland start thru big trees of Talaveras ct 

Plano Ca 1902 

xxX XX XX XX 

Eev _l\ndrew ~1:a:no~ 1892 FPCM OCEAN TOOCEAN 9ra-Llroad 1892) -- -
~ 

DE. CRIBI'~G THE oV EION W'1 4 ::ITH ADVICE TO THE COHG Ef. AND Clvf'1ENTS ON 
S-694 Ir. C.eorge W. Davi~ IG ~NAL AU?OGP.'.kPH rnTTER FROI•i THE DIGGING2 

THE GlJIDEBOOKS frcm ~er City on the .merican 12/6/50 

TY?ESCRIPT ~ original 4 ~ included _\t.. j f .-( 
Secret City on the di vid between Bear Ii ver & the N:lrth fork of the American 
75 mis :f'm Sac ...;, lb -miles above Illinois 'lbwn 

who tvd North of the B' a a tte or Neb 
~~~.!:'..::!~~~~""'?''--""......,..::t=h• The E shd use the river water ++ unles 

good sering which he.will always know. But he 
10,100 little wells or holes- du in e Platte 

o avoLd the alka ne water ( stagnant ) it will 
good spring water, u shd use no water but running 

ct, ch begins on the P but 10 
written on the subject. 

Your work cattle 1 ne q shoes of leather or iron or raw hide , many da s 1:f au 
eavy roads ·de ep hot sand 

tought & their not needing 
reac Fort Larimi e 
s poken of b Bl·rne 
s oes ++ r t hings 

a fterwards . e 
as maJd.n his cattle I s hoofs 
years behind the i mes. 

he sand has a-- been blown out of the road b the strong west wendl.s & the gravel 
has :~een groun up till good r-badat1ised roads exist much of the way & if a shower 
akes the top of the gr slippery ur catl 1 slip&, as on an exce1lent grindstone, 

soon grind their hoof to the quick, or nerve ... 

From Q J t.n the d -i vi de on the ffi 8/10 of the road is excellean, the best 
_~_n;a::,t.:..u=.rral~~r=-o:::.:a:::.d7-_;f=-ofr~:""":"":""::"'......, ........ ""'h"'---'i:.a· n=-:--t.::::h:.::.e:::__,iU:'.-!.-. _;S~t~a:=-t~e:::..:;E'. The r emai ni ng 2 /10 is either sa".'ldy 

i nc udi or rocky In short I sawno very bad road after I -
e.ft Missourie TO WALTER~ WATK f '', LI:SERTY CLAY .CO 1H~SOURIE-



D219J/S-52 A li D~vis 
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!,!x Portland, Crogon 
4 _ mss w tt 

since last wri tirig I v seeri 
small~ oasis 
at i-anesv:i lie 9CBs · on 
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fan jy 8, 1853 to 

cele bra ti n on the 3d. A~r=i-v-:;.-1.:::..;;.h-=-e~r -e=>r--:--=-.::-:~. ;.:::__::~:......::;==-"'7=:......:~_:;:..;:;,.,...;;~;__;:;__:;~;,:,;:_..:.:....::........::=-=-:.;:_;___; __ _ 
later onl I oa cked from Fo:··t Boi e a Tou- are awar.e 
that I started for Cal bi.1t the r was a 
t urn d Ore gonians beca1a:se the heard a .gr _noise r s s 
an?.d~w~a~t~e~r~ o~n~t~h~e~. :.__;;~~~:___:~ ~...::.::;:;u~t~ t~h~e~.~l~a~~e;r~pa~ r~t~o~t~b~Ei.~-~o~n~ s~u~f~f~e~r~e~d~ a gr 

ea , w ru. e o ca got through wel l 

w nk •-F. 12 mi below CB and 15 fm its mouth it it r-, ht the 
~;.c;;_;c.=.....:.;.,-:: 

~ of Oregon, and largest town ••• 1000 i nhabi t ance 

}/.NDHJf!U.-.. G?~ { A2com:r0~ : ::PxA:R08STHE F'LAINS &: 'Fn ]. ~ 
~i~edfror:1 they Ti'GE INDE?ENDEN'J' 1904+1905 by the W SW-l~G~ RD 
0. pia , \-a.shin n [lhulY(--c:t; ~ "'l. :.s,-.g-,~ <::z;-'tl.. ()~ .. V> :] 

M and Clarke I s J was the cause of r 
~ .Jpril, 1 45 w my fam i ly 

. From this place we 
(ti>,o v.}.-(._:__ :>) 

~ rsossed the Faw rd ver about 40 mis fm St . 
after that we forded all the streams to ch· we came . . 
the SP i t was B a s fa r a the e e could see. 1-Je cam a 
B~ ntes.~n;tifaj..,,for 12 or 1500 miles 

ry t eTny ????? ??? 
e first day we ·saw B~ ­
and kd 15 that evening. 

- I~~, I tSu-<A-1 
0 posit AH we crossed the P ~ iver , ch · tho wi de 

CR we cd see his : a.'ldmark 
hliow was · ficult to -:ford 

a number of days 

1roke out in r fami l y we had to lav bv 1 about 
. _all 

}{ the 
those who cg. 

P. 1 the 

_a the want 
t obacco 

- caught fish on the Sw 
F-,..om Fort Hall we tvd ort Bridgers ch '..as 200 miles n orth f SL. It 

was really no fort at all. A ma by the name of B j. was loc here nd carrd on a tr 
w Is and Es. From here we went to 53.lmon Falls 

) 
The fords er always prospe ted tec:,nique for crossing 10 o:- 12 yoke catl, 

and wgs fastened together w c~ain 
-r At UnatHla v Mary Jin a comely girl about 16 I ct iefs offered father 50 

hrss and· a hundred blankets .or h e r :· they didnt care whether the girl was w:i:-11-ing; 
t i ey wanted a white klooc r •• she stays under cover 

Oct 15 at The Dalles Hinter atrs on creek 2 miles from Methodist M.ssion 
bld huts and corrals of lo' •, s -
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NO~iTEliE~T COAST OF AMERICA 

Re prt 213 lb of 
Hay 15, 1g26 
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f'.eps. 

f'iEPORT: The ~a Hil Post at the mouth of Cnlumbia fu.ver, 
and t~ e~~e y ol'p:--ovidin fe;r the more peftect exploring of -the NH 
Coast of~nerica 

Y Intsg info fm Samuel--Adams Ruddo.ad. who, in the year 
by land fm the CBs to the_i:nout n oth Co :'. umbia river 

.-,ua ·clrvnr.r~;:ding pa.rt;r which left CBs ter t.hA 12th of May. The 
party er mounted on Indian horses. keping ne the Platte on its N:>rth bank, 
they reached the Paunee village on the 18th o~ Miy , and then pursuing a course 
due West 200 miles, they crossed the Platte mrnedi a tely below its forks on the 
26th of Ml.y; and then keeping a course S . W. 350 miles; :reAchen the ravines 
oth hi mts of ttw !lexico on the 6th of une , through ch they passed, and, after 
a further j of 60 miles, arrvd at Sa a Fee on the 8th 

On the 9th of June this party c the Rio del Norte and, pursuing a North+ 
west direc on the N bank of t river Chamas, and c ver the mts, rea.ched Lake 
'Il.·inidad; and -then pursu::.n same direc across the upper br~nches · of- the 
Eio Cblorado cf Calif om · , reached lake Timpa.nagos, ch is intersected by the 
/42 parallel of lati tud , the boundary qetween the . U S of A, and the t1 S of 
Mexico. Thi f' Take i the p'.".'.'inc s_ource' of the river Timpanagos, the Mil tnomal,h 
of lewis _a.nd Clark . They then fod the course of this river to _its._ _jc w the 
Colubm Columbi a _ and reached the mouth of· the G::ilmiioia' ·on '1:he first day of 
Jugu~t, compl~ ng the j fm CBs in 79 days. 

_ tvd by Ruddock to S L 853 
to SF 850 

SF to mc,uth of Co: umb 1260 

2963 

xzxxxxxxx 
OVERLAND OUTE TO C_ALIFORWIA 11 Mark Tapscott I s Overland route to California 

COOK 1 S JOUENAL 12/13 to 12/20 1851 . fiction - xxxxxxxx 
w. A. Cbulder' REJ\'.HH~eENCES : fNCIDENTS LIFE OF A PIONEf IN OR~GON 
AND IDAHO Bois daho, 1909 

pr,. 80-136 
diasgow f_.o -St J on-MisE>ouri Mail ­
John C Edwards, Gov of Missouri, 
~ lbtel Jefferson· 

ong those present Thomas H. ::enton; H::m 
Robidoux, and Major Beatty proprietor oth 

E.P-_.RLY HISTORY OF E:T JOE bidnux b SL1783 in trapping hdwtrs of MF site 
first ace as a tp in De ce r 1826 AFC ctd in charge till 1837 when the Is 
e:r. removed_, and then be e what was called a squatter on the land, and in 
1843, after the survei of the public lands in that region, he laid out the town 

_ upon his preemp c · of 160 acres oldtimers congre~ated ar:ound theold 
log store+house an tradg sta , then used as dwelling by R, subjecto of name. 
old Charles Stew , or ma Zip Coon Well boys, we v a EI~ aste c: enevi eve, 
a 8-f~ Cliarie-s,- and- why not a St. Joseph This lastrrune acte-d like a magnet 
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name streets after children . . ~•r. di.ed at the residence of' his son Jule 
5/27j68 at 85 ··ived to see 30,000 / 

in 1843 l'llB.jor Beatty bot the old Pobidou tradg esta'' yli' needed repairs and 
additions, he converted into the Hotel J:lfferson fi t1 J.ly removed 

in 1844 it rained incessantly .. rained on Eicn a l the way to FL 

Eion of 1845 had sev pts of departure. Ours c oss lR at a pt~ 15 miles 
above SJ, neaT mouth of fudaway some crossed t SJ but all rendezvoused at 
1)olf Creek crossed 5/1 left rendexvous collectd csisted of 
66 wgs dr by oxen and 200 m, w & c stret 

E of 45 more fortunate, not so wet . . 
with immense herds of B often oblige 
the oving herds __ _ 

non main P rv bctto cplete-7.y covrd 
to call a halt until a gap d occur betwee 

Kearnys troops overtook and passe ., our co on the l'P and went on to FL w1·iere 
a halt was made unV.l we came u:j d cp:3. at that point •• next day, June 15, 
found sev thous Is collectd at d around FL a fierce snow storm was raging 
dur"_ng the day troops on to s~ then s to Ar}::ansas. This left us w/o protec 

6/28 at IR i:::.scri di rm dance by moonlight hyond here meet some 44 
Es to Oregon returning for eir faros 

rafts over GR cdn b r e '.Ded; had tcmake new one for each crossing 
to FB t ..., SS 8/15 we f a in advance of the rest oth mgration 

FH 8/20 thences , of lliake to a pt below Salmon Falls, 1mmm as 3 
Islands, ford tcnorth s ide at this pt we left !:hake R and ,id acror,s the Sage 

Plains to Boise Rive F Boise a lg quadrangular struc, ado':· e HBC · 

St ephen Meek bra uf .bseph I, overtook us down the fuise 1kJ.lley, aced by wife 
he met on the roa~ and Nathan Olney fod old HBC route tc Burnt River and 

--6 . .. - V Blue Hts -Umat:i_lla .• At FB i'-Bel:- told us we -cd- avoid T trouble by takg 
a rt ove r ch e d guide us to TD up Mi.lheur P.and across low interveng ridges •. 
to De s Chutes, thence to Dalles .- Th,_s d give the Cayuse and WW ct a wide berth 
A bar a in wa-.. made w Meek to guide over this rt :p?K« paid 50 and keep 

--:f-rom :BB p the Malheur lost and suffering Meek lost like everone else 
aided by ,.....Ie-a:r-:4-ll~ck Harris. Frm Dalles ~:s:xC~UM;'li&rx±Nxi~xraf±sxx1m. 
t0·:iBlx~· f±e:i:~ Cctxixx to FV rafts to Cascade r,, oxen to below, HBC boa ts 

/---------- xxxxxxxxx -

Iafayette, Contra Cbsta ct, ca 

co of 14 pd lies, 

to t ~! the r r-u_ahnes :c oth 
ay of one week in r oun ing 

~~~1..:'.:.~~77'~~;...u.,.6--..J..:>.!~~a ons 

1
1
. \-.ri thin a few mis of .I:< L br o 5 cpans started a head of the tr t make arrgs 
for more oxen, nd to v s cm s work done. 300 well mounted Is meet, form a 
circle, provide tobacco 

Fr trader said Is , anted a feeast p:rovide for r.,ob, only 11 sh.w up .. Is er 
on their way to see he Crows 

Fort B had , · leave h·'. s son ~ rre n t ~ hoi d fever. Between lliake and the H-
buried t h neads o ams Allan and Adams on sink buried a woman to 88 

·ter crossing H- 7Tx p e ceded donners by a few days (Gov :Ebggs in 
train ... wagons hoisted up-and down across S:Ns womn changed to I•ine pparet 

,..,)-;-, \-.,,,,-\-,~~ 7 '=:'-::, _r·nsa n they found a dirty li ~.tle hut, and J to be a rough sailor surrd by 
of /./snaked Is to S:a:IDC ranchero, fo~_.ters Fort to S:1:-cta lara and becomes 

q_uic ly involvedin Fx~:sXE~~MMrl:xmi'xx~al±f:x takeove:::· from Sp 



YU 128 

0 M Pringle Mi. r:ic River Deschutes n •.• n.d pb 

poetry xioqg E/~PERIENCE OF AN E BOY IN 1846 

It was on 4/15 1846 fam of 9 left ,,rarren Ct Mo w 2 o:-: teama and provd for 6 
months Virgil xmlx K and Pherna T. Pringle and children including Octavius the 
writer 

On frontiers of i'O my grmother Mrs. ·Tabitha Brm:m and otherr- , making 16 wgs •. -----la~ swell ed "tq 69 wgs manned by- 150 men me but 14 
✓ /1/DJX a'iJ..most nothing unt:i.1 thAy get to oregon 

/. Y.. . 

( G H HUNT , HISTORY OF THC U HUNT FAMILY ·1"-f' .......,.{ 

~ < Indiana father John S. ma:ded Temperance Fsttp encouraged to go to 
Oregon by funry Clay and Thomas Benton as sur'ng him the and will d pass the 
next Congress / , 

now cmcd preps for Oregon .• started on 3/5 r'rom Smi t¥,ield, Ind steamer 
R:>rt Wayne for SL buy salmon hooks; bar lead, powder eft on t<eteor for SJ .• 
300 boats lying at SL when we left 

at Island No. 7 bel01-.r Lexington r boat burst 
to I, bot flour for trip at Blue Mills take 
cplete r outfit 

fm I to I Grove here· Fa.tterron electe·a 
we crossed Kaw River where present KC 

bought oxen, 
Patterso, to 

. -
21 wgs, "· nd \.e rolled out for Ore 

on sprv a i square of 8 or 10 
the Ms eras sed us over W in a 

John Thomas and Me out hunting s 
escaped 1y refusg to · give up r 

0 

The is nea::ly tore off my coat 

loose affair called a feryy 

sev horses fin r tr 

by Crows, kept prisoner nearly all day, 
s and breaking thru a weak place in the ring. 

ils in trying to hold me that nite the Is stole 

While making the Hams f or. cutoff ~~~earney passed us wih his dragoons, on 
his way back to the St,a te from the r of Calif 

at Eande E Grand fun V I traded my big B g rifle to s. n I for a good horse. 
The I fad us 2 or 3 y~ , and:finally -stole the horse. my name on barrel : fa 

Cayuse is, mayvbn u ed against Whitman 

Hhere we pass-e" t he Am Falls o!' Salmon Falls le; try to hold us up demanding 
a fa-:, ox. we p sent arms, and whips, got through • . looking back, we saw im:s: 
Dodsons co j us coming over the hill about a · mile behind us which, perhaps, 
saved us / /w a t happened to Do bso llidson? / / Here the Clark family er murdered two 
y2rs later l e tvg allone 

When w arrived at Barlow0s gate we found cpd there men with __ fresh oxen from 
W,, ldo Hil s waiting to r:elp their frs on .• only the~r didnt help us, and welost 
half r c tl in a snow storm in Cascades we las_t mt wg to cross mts that s.eason 
to Hald Hills pp. 1-28 of 79 
~ 

xxxxxxx 
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THE SARLY DAYS AND l-1EN OF CALIFOPlUA 1, Oakland, H ~91 

e r bg robbed by his partner while trapping in Mo .. earl~r fall of 1343 
:'ell in w a party of RM trnppers from FL (at SL) they c onsetned to my gg to ~ 
Al, with them (E:wase a New England boy) I procured letter from · Mr. 
Tharpee, head of the C, to C:~lonel lhmilto, , - then in chargeof the co I s 
affairs at Iaramie 

We reached the fort · n due time, w/ o any 
up the PF. The exercise d invog atmosphere 
I reached L I felt like · a n man 

He kd many B on r way 
e:ffecton me, and when 

At that time FL was the ndezvous and base r supplies for the trappers. . 
Actg on advice of C'olonel Hami ccluded to wit a F!' Canadian trapper called 
Chaumie winter 1843+4/+ Chaumie aL later m·· elf prisoners of A.raps C hlrned 
at the stake me adopted 

found after escape by Joe ~·alker Sublette r ema:Lned with the 
hunters till Se pt 1844 back f to FL 

early 1S44 party from ·ca to F L o states medical trea nent 
f or his eyes •. letter of intro t ~·J. D. 

s :9ring ~ det to go to . . th';,;;e:....=E!::i:.:::o~n~ ~ ~~:..._,.:::=~:....:;~~~~+---"'"=:.:.:.::......,:G:-~e 
As tl)e E ion~ 0:'.'e ·:on bega o arrive at Iararnf the 
first d 0,y I f ound t he . an old fr fm _S:::-::L:...D::.;r::...a---"'...,_..---=-=...__-=--==-=- He 
quickly csentd t o lat e r 10 oth. 

~ar y in June with 
of us try-in t a 

Cn t Grant s ke t ical 
f ind D. rhrun bull, _je t fl ur from Grant Em.grant 

vinclicated b7 c curt of h 1q1 1i ry i ncluding ::egLeg 2 mi th 

To Thous Snr · !<' l ley hn Gree nwood Jr. vols as ·.1 guide 
can p e r he kills an; L 
In cross · ng the Sierras reach Jo~m s on :Ganch on 
E'e 2-3;-l~ ~ ched ~utters Fo~:t pp 1-35 of 

/ :ex :z X X X X X X X X X X X 

Bear Liver 
406 pp. 

Luella . Dickenson p,:::,:r;JrsCE!,~CES OF A TRI? ACF.GS::. -THE 
Ei~FLY DP,YS r :; CALIFO +:.n EF 1904 117 pp R 

IN 

drive hfr1 frm 
ow- l /1- days 

2 days after 

1846 and 
~ -

~J- v jotted down cversa 1.,, my hus trip acrors the pls 
nothing- has given m more pleasure than h i remi""'.i rnecnes e left I with his_ 

other children , bg 1 5 party of Es consisting of 500, w 100 
met t he :rende zvous ch f R ther G. D. Di.ckenson Ca. ntai n 

to the pl to r egain their health A,1 ng th 
~ umotive s ::ot t die l eave 2 c"til dren, 

ca~·e d for in grave obliter a ted 
once on t e l g _ f orchri tsake whcd~ W'.l.S 

his n ame':?~"? ??///// // ::;_ fo,,; a ll ' e d in c~:.,n 
,'1r;is c lH::c t nuncle •• ::.h3 ZP h2.d net r,'crc t,;1 n timP- to get 1.n the vgs en 

(I the B struck the line , v-.noc1:ing dm,m the C'?.ttle and jm;ipine over the wa gons , en+ 
W c.3.nc sr · ng the live~· f' 1.,h occupants, wh--:, rn i rac esc8.:-;e d 1.'!:L only :::. fe ,., bruises . • 

cu:c::.·e!1t b2:1ts ther,1 dc:1-mriver ::-.ev himc:.T:c:d ~to.:cds 
}., L .ferr·rbo., t ,1c;.de of log -=- , tied -E - ,, t,}:y:n- with ro es 

. . SS FH i-h ys fiver, ,-iow C'illed t }1e H- B::0
• t t l e r-t. . 

'-..-~~--:::---+-----:......;;=-=-a._...:;.:.ri=-· t.:.':::.:r:1~c.:.o.:.c.:.::k~d-=i:.::ec.:::1:e-::a...:t...:, --,;I~fot ,': :,rings u t he rl:'uckee the 
,r ,t a s 1n.rt d istanc e bel ncl (2 men wit len Li u·,incott kd 

-r rows bf reaching t he Sink 
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) Dickenson party overtrok by snow James Smith di.es, fr~;::-i exposre re.c:.ching 
I Johnsr,n cattle ranch to SF an adobe bldg 30 a 15 ???? walls 9 fet in ht, 
tile rrhof in cente:r· 1.1as cows hide, pn ch Wl"' jo'.nt of a whales 
vertebra, substituted for chairs t ,.:, p. 9 

. back up~ .May 1, 1846 when Es e• a short distance from :i: , they er over 

/

,.(i1taken by a yg man -/ about 25 who r e ained sev weelrn. . J:tmes Sava e di sc '"'V rr 
~J of Yosemite Valley went to rr 0 0~ , ma ::ried anci Jhdiai.'l , 1dlled 1 54 at 

C,Jmpbells Ferry on J\:ngs I'.ive 
pp. 49 rhe says Judge D b J two som', ~ .hrnes and , lliam,} pp 73 in 1854 

she says aparty visiting v.. semiete valley i nclude JJ and ~{ L Dickenson '.:???" 

/ 
I • 

HE NAME HER HU.::~BAND •• A DICKENSON~ 3UT 11.1HICH ONE ? 

) 
Jo_ Hale, CA;IT !:NIA AS IT IS: BF:Itm A DE~'CRI?TIC\ 0~ A TOUrt B' 

~ f.JJJ'B ANI: nurH PASS OF THE RMS etc. fuchester 1851 
/ 

1JE1'!'~ note on flyleaf says · "unrecorded. unknm-m to ·1 .. ra.gner. 

c:i-fter arrv ther e 

I 
i 

./ 

I 
THE ,.. t:. 

~~ \'" 

not in Ea.bin 

6/2 start me sick acct overowork Steels a.Afr lazy coward doctor from I helps 
me with my erysipelas SF road fi nally tb.rns to FK 

had to drive in bad places my cpans y:? green in drivg mules a s in bldg wags 
, ready to qui t when wg D1unges into_,,,ravine, but cpans refuse 
tp near Kansirn ferry. Is lnlog P,• Use 
the next setlment we came to Fpft Kea r ny , 350 mis from I made it in 15 days 

pr airies covered with beau f . here was an att empt o r a isA corn a t F an 
6/22 t he , . wa s u about -~ inches 1k yellow showg that it a perfe c t l ure 

:.-- a t F K r lg nu of s oldr and offers, sup orta· b 0r t neir govt. I _saw a few white 
women there, but most the females are squaws. I cannot conceive wherein this 
establishment is of · It afford no protec to the Es, neither tor frontier 
setlments. propriety of hiring a fuard when there is ntg to protect? 

waitin to et a change to 
f we overtook the govt treams, 
provs . We tvd v.d t h thj s tr~ 

v,__;.;,,;;.::;:....:;...:....:.;;.;t~e~::=~~~~~~E=i:::-=~-=i~::-:r;t~h7e=m~/partners/ with the train was 
amsters watch nights, ch relieved them 

uble. 
en hunt B succ on fleet horses, the only kind 

( 

FL we came to CHR vg two domes similar to those on the capitol at 
Washington CR Scotts I Bluff . . the surn..'\,;:m surnmi t exhi bi.ts rocks of various 
shapes fcotts yersioni left in boat, not buried on bank as advertised 

At FLSx fattening little dogs in w' llow cages FL sun dried brick here is 
another sta of soldiers there was a number of private groceries about the Rirt, 
,,ho sold their goods very high. . 
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We had tvd in co w JO Fs , mostly horse teams, g wgs ere a gr ctention 
among them and a general br eak+u p , f companies. . t he true character was here 
devd all moral restraint thwon off Che stole c from he ch he was wea-·ing 
in SF Many r so depra depraved they d set fire t he grass between ere and 
the SNs I clcuded that I must lv m the men • in c:rder to rass the SN bf the 
pass was blockaded with snow they r efused a pplied to the General at the fort; 
he decided that - I shdv a division I cc luded I db my own boss the remainder 
oth j anct v n~me but myself to contern:t w:i. · - : Made a light cart, 350 lbs 

I started from FL the 25th July 
team, and er obliged to tv on foot 
a rise of lbrse+shoe creek I am 

dissolved partnership w lost thei! 
to -- Lawson 's -ranche cs of 

my goods; friends throw gear over 
tied t o a rock 

cross ? nu of P.ed Butes Veni tian red IP. note some rassed JiJ.ne 5 this 
- is very discouraging to me her e it is Augu~t 5 

bf arrivg at SP ai ave ok two men w light wg and 4 hrss. I tw1 with them 300 

~ff 
mis, ch br"ught us int the Great Basin ignoramuses decide tofloat odown T! GE, 
partners not hinderi them; willing that 3 bb lives be lost for the ::,ake of 
relieving their tea of the burden of one man his baggage: showing the depravity 
of the human hear. 

beyond SS tak SCO /HCO / v t ostand off I s with rifle 
t o Rab1)i t . ings, wher e is formerly Cherokee cutoff, now' Lawsons Cut off I 

saw the fa.ls advertisement not sh r-r ter but 200 miles further Els.cl:: Rock 
ng Hi rock canyon relief train ~illing to¢ let me starve 

final Tumg 1 s Barr to p 25 
JOUhNEY HOi-lE BY THS IT:as1ms 

HJ and 1 TB Crumpton 1'1.];'l.1~:NTURE' - OF T;TO ALABA?-i:A BOYS-- (::o ·thern route) -

xxxxx 

Grant · Foreman- : ~---- Adventure" -o 

:-: XX X XXX 

(southern route) 

Christian Girl. HUMAN DE:?RAVITY;- or 62 Years of My life, showing thr trials and 
persecutions of ·a once happy farhily, etc. Dedatur, Ill 1888 -~ 

After spendg 3 yes in the Hoosier stat nd sufferg w ~ chills and I fever for at 
least one half of the time, I decid to go in Ca I chopped cord wood for 20 c a 
crord. Ag axeman c chop 2 1/2 cor a day by rkg very hard and keeping at it for 
12 hours fox hunter who was gg nd made arrgmts w hmm We 
-'Sp]~ talked over nlans a decided to start in J'arch 1850 he agreed to take me 
and I shd rk in the mines or 2 years and give him one+hall' my earnings 

had a Canadian pony ,J firr.t of March to SL where /, we s hipped r goods and 
stock to Lv there camped for 3 reeks , jd a co and orgd 

on PR herds maybe 10,000 feast on B veal while waiting for %.Jm·,: herd to pass 
ear in mts 

Near the SW fiver in Utah terr we passed what is called CR, a tall natural 
pillar o! stone, hundreds of f eet hi. Some oth Es climbed as hi as they cd to carve 

J - their names on this grand column 
· (\ had to rope wagons fr,r behind to r:-,revent them from turn ' ng somersault we reached 

the s umni ts about mid July mt fever Just after we got down off the HMs 1-.re struck 



the HR when we reached the 3 roads leading to ~a I 
fox hunter .• wanted to go to ·FH, about 100 miles out 

separqte made ar~grnt w couple of M:ssourians to 
there. Same deal (gave the other guy my h,'.Jrse ) 
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remember that the old 
of the way, for provs. 
carry me thru from 

We started on the j at once, by the way of &tbcx xx Sitler 1s cut off through 
the 'lhusand Spring \alley on: H met some Gove:mment Relief Companies, who 
claimed to be sent out by the USG but they s old evthing so high that few could 
afford to buy M 0 st Es er w/0 m,.;ney & prov · nd er cpeld to get along half+starved 
some d trade off their horses ) for provs o those sharpers. . sotil"llet horses f1 go 
for 25 dol, when they cdv realized 200 t t ·. e mines 

I he.Ii some diffic w the 1fukes 11 whom I was tvg. · 1,-Je er almost starved out •. 
T:1ose traders wanted a man to h e],,.,r{them awhile im:tix, then they er gg to Ca. • • T~1ey 
ofrd me 4. a day and g boar?i~ I get kicked in the head picked up by some 
Iowans overni te, loaned shor , tb retd to ~ngtoi..rn 

Here I was out in t¥wilderness w/ a cent or a mouthful to eat eat frogs 
narro ~ a pe ·bm Ic, ~ summit surprised to find one of my cc·usins from Indi~ 
wp0 w..a.s w a co of 12. • i nvi tea me to accompany to langtown to pp 27 

/ ~( X/ X X X _ ~-: X Y. X X X X I X X 
I 

I ~ Jos._ Brown, C~OS9I G THE PLAINS IN L 1 ~. 

-:;8'p p . paper~ pp. 1-10 
Marysville , Ca 1916 

00 including my f , m and 6 chil 
covrd w wh1 canvas , forming a 

rted 5/15 110 wagons, mostly 
inJength 

to ~ PR fog it a nu of days, and cross ing sev ti::i.es back and forth ??????? 
On one occ Bran right t hrou r train s mpeding som of r cattle etc. 
// tnee - rccol lecs are 6 yea_rs bac 1/ 
tram sp i i n ha , so ing to faste r 

In Nov we reached HR 2 days bf achign ~ Battle Mt the Is attacked 
the tr ahead of us, driving off a of the best catl, besides killg 3 of the 
party nd woundg others. lg or 20 s er kd iri the batle·, lasted 2 or 3 hours. Had 
the Es not bn partly protected their wgs, they undoubtedly dvbn mrdred. thiE 
was m 8entember 10 . . Arrm almost covered the 1 gr 

After fod the rv f a nu days we came to Lassen l'eadows·· where we foun:1 notices 
of Fs totake the iixx -Las n ·cut, a very dim road, or trail, turrig directly west, 
as the nearest and best road , etc. 'lhe fog mgr party divdd again, some fog the 
H to the Sink tofor the II Henis Pass fuute. 11 ~ther took the LCO .• 

this required t a tin a nu of places r wgs had to be let down b ropes into 
canyons, reqtiirg 3 r 4 teams to draw them out on the opp bank 

I attacks an campfires reduced to 6 families 25 or 30 AB men cd expect 
but feeble resi nee ag 3 or 400 Is in retal for 3 or 4 Is kd 

reach Pit · River fod it down to Lasson Ranch Lassan had bot catl stolen 
by Is the L at least ]30 mis out of r way a d a worse road cdnb found in the SNs •• 
take flour f om L when he resufes to sell 

wind u at Table M:mntain where we made r first mine camp Oct 25 Hr. 
Bidwell giving everybody advice. this to p. 10 
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EECCLLECTI C' OF A GFAND~ATHER PP. N.D. top. 20 

FOREWARD o Elizabeth E. BalL Park, Ill 
These re co my father, 'Ihoma's Wi.keman full, er told t o my chi ' dren in the 
winter eve 

V csented to write out such incidents etc. from hio 

In spring of 1848 I worked in Wisconsin, 
In the spr ' ng of 1849 I gave my wife all mone-r we had, xcepting e ough to 
buy a wg and some provs; I jd a cow a n who had two pair of oxen. Je started 
3/17 for Ca· reached I mid lipril no : i te inhabs further west than 12 mis w of I 
at the forts and IVs at SI, , . .rho er mo dangerous to Gentile Fs than the Is. 

5/2 to cross GAD of B.att river, to Big Spr 1.ngs neaT ch we 
crossed the N Platt near i t 
we saw thousands of Sx Is 

,j c with the S::mth Platt ????? in the v of P 
oyotes w ·uld steal anything that smelled of grease 

imx In crossg the rive 
and all our dishes, kni s 

100 mis above FT . we 
cables and swi mg r tle 

the lid of our cupboard (hind end of wg ) fell open 
and forks and spoon fell into the river 
crosd rv in boats made of wg boxes, using lg ropes for 

reach HF'. nea~ _ HR s i_nks out of sight and no one know wherei t goes 
to Truckee _ · ver some of mens t r ngues /, so swollen from thirst that they 

stuck out of t eir mouths pass Donnah party remains later became acquainted 
wiht two l ad ' Marysville who had lost their toeis-. 

on Barr River then to fuses Bar on fuba Eiver 9/18 

XXXYYXXXX 

John Majors. COMi·'I01\ SEimE OF A ?'LAI N MAN etc. 
pp. 42 ·to 48-

/ 

in the spr of ~~49 I started to Ca 

1B78 pb 60 pp 

gi v .-a· f ew sketches of my tvs 
home drove ox iteam 6 months I started w a,,co of Es who er movg there to --------

\ 

'c· fhen we reached the Wrnkarus 2 K Lca.IJ1.e ar r caIEp nd stole 2 oxen have to give 
up r pursuit at Ks river a err:r flat that cd carry one :wg at a time. 
It had no banister to carry stock had to form a line to swim r cattle, 

one deep part had to be- rescu with a ~ pole 

on PR Js advancing on main formed in close column, on horseback, with tomahawks 
a gainst nose and breast they wanted pay for cros8ing their land pay t~en w t obac.. 
and other goods de~ Is in almost all ;at the few scatterg · ctnwoods t hey er 
placed horiz in the t6p oth tree, wra¢. in red blanket and tied t --branches 

water spout so thick darkness equal t o night covered the face of the earth water 
a foot deep all over the face of the land it appeared likeone great ocean alJ run 
n:Lng toward the Platte 

F11s corroctl ·' named some v the app of growing up out of t he gr like a mushroom. 
IR 60 -feet hi 60 yards wide a nd ·q m long ; , namecl frori trappers celeb 7/4. tl,e r'e 
are many that r greater curiosities than this one !- '- the CHE, the CE 

•:Te now come to SS nea r here I s 'lhree Ibllow Stones next bject of interest 
er the Well Springs, nea r head of HR 

Arter tvg about 400 mis dmm HR we turned to the rbht and tvd in a circuitous 
way around Cape Lawson as it was ca lled. T is routeled t hrough SE Cre e;on. Between 
the Hand the SNs we discovrd gr and various indcas -of eshausted volcanoes, such as 
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black glaf's lying promis over the ct 
in mts I mostly naked ex cept , who wore a little grass apron the 

hss er little hollow mounds. 1 -;_ved m 1 like hogs, on s. cors, wild raw weeks, seer 
bugs, crickets, grassh:-- ppers an- t ever game they cd k with b & a tt,ey v 
stone mortars t r:ibeat the acros · making arneal of them, baking on hot sand 

I went thru to Califor n· in Hudspeth 1 s train, and droveone of the first 
wagons that went t·-ru HCO. I passed thru the geld mines, and visited Sc City, 
a SF , an d them ttle thriving towns. etc. · 

/ 
l XX Y Y·X X X X 

John McWilliams REOJLLECTICNS OF _ _ _ 
CALIFORNIA AND THE CIVIL WAR Princeton UP 
covers 46-to 70 --------

no date 186 pp. 

from Griggsvi lle , Pike Ct Illinoi s me 17 w chills and f ever w 3 others 
wg and 4 yoke ~n l v 4/ 9 snow stoJ1Il_S all the way t ~ J we drove; father 
went to SL on steamer and o out outfit a nd s hi ppe up the His, gg a.long 
w it on the same steamer to meet us at SJ he got SJ a day or 2 bf we did, , 

he etayed w us 2 or 3 d?-. s after failin to r suade met r eturn he home 
on s tbt f oun a s roud in my trunk, but I as not sick another day I owed 
my life t r a cha n e of climate and li ,rj_ngk d to fat bacon· instead of c-1 oil. 

we ad to move r 1 s by hand for 2 or 3 days to get them 
to the f erry ; and we had t :eep r cat e way c n e open spaces in the st 

.- ch was .mile s long. . all the wgs wer canvas+backed, crnmrr.ed t c the a sh+bows; nd 
&YJ ~ they er s o close together- the wg- t gue s ran each under the wagon preceding it. 
< \ ' Many had sheet-iron stoves lashe on behind also water pails and tar buckets 

... 

dane;l i ne hP-nea.th 
no stopping day or nite, a nu of stbts er used t~ as ferries 

or co from Pike ct, 25 wgs , each numbered rotation 
had bacon, sugar, c ·ff , .:.q1. ce, beans, corn.meal , medicine chest with quin :_ne, 
calomel and Lees _ .a ndes pills picks shoves, gold pans andaxes .• 
big skillet, iron , fry pans, and utensi ~s each of us had a butcher-knife ch e 
always carriedin s belt. . not a fork in the mess 

had 3 suits o satinette half wool¢ and half cotton, thick 2 pairs boots and 
one pair shoes 

always cor 
s nti cat l d 

in sight 

ignorant ofneed for more temp in hi altitudes , so hard beans 
lled always picketed oxen trenches arc ·nd tents 
stampede and break through the circle of wgs and smash everthing 

r eaks d aDpear one man 
o . • our mess never quarrled, lean 

he was never angry --- mm cousin Abner 
not hinp: new here at F Yey two trails united here, one r_igi from Omaha 

and the other the St cX> road; and all up and down the river we cd see trains of wgs 
amped. ~ . crossed the ~ at .Ash Hollow queer formations to Pike Ct boys 
at rn I made one of my side trips went to explore didnt quite get t bere on 

a ' the ~ ption good roads until we reached Fort Hall in rugust walked 
almost all the ay less we er sick cholera right behind us, never caught up ith 
us only death in r train a man of 60 
_ __..s-o~man Es tha t t he game was scared away an endless procession only I 

-;-a,!1p , &squaw strangle'd a pup, threw it on the fire and s'nged it, scraped it, 
-B:IK1Cut it up t o put in pot 

SP 7 / 4 cele at ~ at GR Plake boat out of ctnwd logs , fastening them 
together with stringers. 1-Te sharp end the upstr9arn ends so they dn catch so much 
water •• rope across river 
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in BE mts f ound big E tr from O, known as Hlds eths train , w 150 wgs • 
;,robls of overloading. •. a co f r om Pittsbur d purchased heavy army wagons 

at SJ, tried t o haul them w little mules 
Is: plenty of grass for whoa- haws, bu damns- -
after we got Hudspeth 'e bacon to S where mosqnitoes er dreadful 
At FH Capt Grant told±± us it wa -impos for Es to get thr ugh to Calif. 

cf the 25 wgs ch left SJ tog 1(: cided to go toCa ( 9 :.ncluding r ccluded to 
go to Oregon, stay there uri 

0 
the ,,rinter, and go to Ca the nest spring. 

so we to S:xirlc«xR:iom:x llirnt .".i ver, Powder E GR there had courtesy of 
CI1.ief Alikot of the CaY1,! , xx± Nation, afterw.§:rd tried and hanged for h ,' s partic 

in the murder of 1-!hitm P- nd RogeTs .. 11.:f±Ex take fancy to me •• if Id marry his 
.,daughter he d give m 00 horses •• j oke on me 

to the D and ruck the Barlow Trail around Mr. Hood t o Fosterf, on the 
Clackamas ,-a-l3ett·- -Y+-m_1 in FV 
________ top. 67 

: ,- X X X X X X X tv~~,~ 
Gear _e Edwa.'rd He"'lorial. ed b;,r Char lee Hells Hayes 

.. - B.u:;:;--:~:;-;f:-al.-:;--o- l;;fi;;--..___~~ :...I+~---~ - -

1S57 re d-D -lll Dental Surgery frcm Baltimore • • health impaired tc Ca for 
his health, not for gold . C.::\ 

the party of 16 inc-uding ygr bro Henry • le .,.·~ B@ /New York/~ 
w team for Harren, Fa, thence by steamer o Pittsburg Cincy and SJ 

1 
wee a t SJ nc: " in breakinf a ni mal s lv 5 10 

/. , r _ etters and "our nal otb quoted from in art / --
mules need dri ire r and also so a m, on horse a ck on each side holds a stcng 

slack+rope, fastened to the bit of a-ch leader, t o hold bac1: on attempts t o run, 
or to guide as required .• my be _th i s i mproved. , beau wild flowers 

party crossed the t Q d FK 5/23 and reached Fort Qul d 250 mis w, 6/J. 
Anot1,er 100 mis brought the -to -the f ord at t'he j c of P where , a-:-.tempting to croes -

1 
in a furious storm of rai and hail, they narrowly escaped wreck and ruin by riding 
horse1" and mules ashore lvg wgs and good sof the fnight i.n the quicksands of the 
riv which fortun ately a d not risen next day etc. 

I 
diary. indicates her. had buffalo steaks at.AH 6/17 at a spring flowing far 

beneath the r oc·.:y c ifi' we got some water beau clear, a gr luxury after the muddy 
rv water we have h d to use. Our kegs were filled, and v wood. Vhat mor e do 
we need? 

-~ "Teams in si g 
~ ver large and 

as far as the e ye can re ,j ch on 
Passsed CHR June 19 

both sides oth Ri_ •-er. Hucitore ~ 

'Ih e ne:x:t 
of body and 

cholera 

days, on the borders of l'ebr and Wyo er full of disaster and suffering 
On the 21st 3 mi below CR one o t ne · M' Beth w s taken 

l es 2 1,,. hrs Wa f' dead g mile r be:rona ffi s , ,warning two 
'ooth dygin early m 4 ~Col.Fay the ca~t died in the 

of the same da Dr. Hayes himself wa s- gr pr ostra t ed, but found relief 
ed draughts of hot t ea fo g u pon the o i um and mercur ch eem to vb bn 

reme i e s employed - . 1 s was brother of the writer/// the wo yg men 
ana I:enr y er buried in one rave, on eh e bank of. a small 

comg in e scuth, 8 miles above ~BS The s r o~ is no~ in 
Lara r:1ie Co Wyo some 5 miles west of the l'eb boundary :'. ine ???'???? 

The -fir::,t hot oth surviv9rs on reaching F L 25th- w~s to give lip their X}:Bdition 
and return home ASAP But after a day 'e anxious csulta they agreed that the safer 
and wiser course was to go on in co with other Es They setout on the 28th and 



YU 136 

and went on well unt l they had on 7 /12 passed m. IR where Dr. Hi.yes was prostrated 
again with cholera, and for sev days unable to tv, unconscious and delirious. 
On the 21st they left camp again:· and on 26+27 crossed the long desert pass 
of 50 m SCO 

on 8/4 encampe'd for Sunday on Bear ~.:i.ver in t h borhood of the celb SS, 
125 mis beyond GP.; and after 45 ~ days of more abor and peril reached ~ pt 19 , 
the Feather or Sac Rive r ... On e 27th, vg crossed anotehr 

e sert and fled from a prai rie on f i r e , they a ced I.awsons Ranche . • :Fere the 
remants of the B co se td nd · fr. is -.... or e-ba-ck leadi ng another 

w r~s baggage, t · Sac ning camp in canvas, 10/2 
end page 30 

LECTURE GN TlfS OVERLAND ROUTE Tl~, C delivered on 1/22/50 for the benefit 
of the Orpahn As~0 lum by Hayes start p 51 
(got back on boat :sm:mroc;imxxx 

ladies and gm.en '. 
cross,ed the Ho 5/23 v oth ? a broad prairie bottom 

blufl' s of' re§.ching Fo'r t C we pa. c-sed:_..::a::..-:,d:;:e:..=ec.:r""-=t:..::e::.,:d,,___.I..,v....,.'----:~-~""':""":"-..:.::.::~,..:__;:::.:=_· 
'__;:~~~-:'~~......:;;~00 huts .. dscript 

sev kd , 

.,- o 2 at Fort Child and 
at rate of 100 a aav 

wgs had 

a 
and most oth cmunity 
no ted perf'onage, 

rn an heads 

ssec , nd continued to arrv 

dissertation on geology a moni.1rnenf of diluvial waters ascend 
my means of circular path or stariw the dome CR At a pl.:.c~ called SB::: 
the road enters a ravine ch e·xpa s into one of the most 1 ovely arid pie 1.t vs 
on the whole rt a snall nea 1 cry watercourse meandered thru its centre .. carpet 
of the greenest turf .• archi ' cture of ev cceivabl formation Hers I ma.de the 
acq of a lady who was takg crips ot this scenery, intended evri for· publica 

these strata r undou· edly member, of the g:.c i, coal forrnatimi of the Misip V •• 
Abmre FL the:oe roe:. s are ·1 rown :i.nto gr disorder, bg tilted up at an angie .of 45-:; 
Lp seems tvbn the cent of this upheave 

L~th of July at D r Creek cross NFP at this place at the S-'.-! grass in abundance 
paid r resnects to l . nnd DG, =1. nayrow ooss where range has bn broken inbz through 
allowg passg for t stream and the wag P.SN mts t o right 

Stee ple vall ~rabbit H0 le ,So:rin6 s . //d s cribs geolog;/ all the l•iay // 
Hud e- i g 1 :.Qc': Ca1~on ·( gantic tree ::: and l vr: 

~utten: : anch lwspi tal / /,,' to page 78 -
Dr. Josep{l ':ruesdale, TliE 
Octobe:;:' 24, 12:49 / 

to 

-- '' _," 

'l"r,1 hull ct, Ohio 

fro;ri ~ 'T1 rue so.ale 

t e::::.m of 6 mules' anrj w0rked 2.11 of t~.l ?:~e eve-7 r,1i.:mtl:. 
the ttd5-5;.;i:"!2. 11 .~:r:.~- !lc.:t -Jnc::: '.;f '~/.\1Jt1 c-:l8r s~·1::-t~rcd the 

c~-:-:rJc:; tI1in ;_-_: ·\73 re::~o.r}: E .. bl e i~de8cl.- T1rO -oJ t~1£3~E I sold 
-:,1..., G~ :-·.r a:r ~OL' :_n ., 0 .,. r·1.r• ·,~ ... G ':•"tl~-!' ~ 

~~,~~--;~~-~~: .' ~: ~~a:~:l,_,;:,· }·;-~; .·· . ~·:'.·esr)r?:.:;, re;d a. lctt9~---- fr1 '"''H hit-.. 1 ..rrirt0.n an(·1 ffint bar~k f~rom 
.i.,,I-s i.c,.i.l,.,L'-", .n C._l s CJ,. :::~.,c. -D ;g oe.ck to the .States, if so, you are 
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acquainted ,., 011r ~.~•regress ll ~J t o th~t t=Lr:-1c , I ;1ilJ t h e1,,ef.:.~.., :) e cr!.!l1sncc, :l ."'.1.{ . .- :;_,rin. ;: ·y·ou 
a f ew of t h E: i t 2ms oc cur' :; f rn that time till nmi 

6/4 f ound llS 3ncpd ono mi f m t he f ort, in co with 3 ' •ggs f t ! :o_linois :rnd 2 fm I:y -­
cnme t ,--. the ,dse cc l 1 i.sion r loo.ds er t oo large -- ,,ent tc rk:, threw evthg in the shape 
of a bo::: out, 100 1 bs of lea cl, crackers, corn T!l sal, an old g1:91, am" in fact, evthing 
that we did -not deem- esrnntial -..;. got onr load do,.:rn -to a "h,01:t" 1500 lbs one-cleft 
t he fort, tvd 12 rniles, a large spri ns cm,:; out o the f t i ll s , 
f i lled s v " O - ai r v ~ 

v estb a ferry nd it csisted o f 3 1 ~s 
0ne wg and 3 c 3n -t o stand · oon 

out anf pi ned t og , 
an hr, 

Had csid 
t o swim 

~~~~rr~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~::7=':77T~~~~=~-o-4----........................ <-::r~i s e no 

in sight IE any numbe names, mostly 1849 DG 10 mi ab -ve. . where 
the river oasro s t ~Tu a nd cuts fr ,:-,m the main body of 1:i'ani te mts 

6/16 reached head of Sw; the day drifts of snow, a xle teep. 
Here ue f ound an encamEment Fitch bought a h -rse 

6/17 finest road I ever O oc thru SP 
o 13 lei lw.n ·oad e ol d Frer: o, u roa ·he other new Lublets CO des ·.") i te r.1 s 

gi vin1s take the latter, ch 6 days time t o in sev :;::,i a cec cptd t let r 
wagons down by ropes ? ? · ?? ver steep pitches and l ed i es 

. 6/20 to GR or Colorado to BP in 3 days mt fever, a miicl form of c orige :=:: tive, 
requiring tonics and s t im us fr , n the onset 

6/25 on •smiths fo·rk o the Beat R 

6/30 - Fo:-t HdJ:- -at cf- of Snake and Por·t Neuf. . the most human place we· saw·. ~a 
live Yl,1kee had e s t 'd a dairy, had 40 cows, sol ' cheese and rutter we tvd f r om 
FL t o FH -i n 26 da -, a distance of 5-50 mi l es. 

from FH t o KaJ:' _ i ver 50 miles and lr:SO m in in sw direction t ohdtwa trs 
of -H- or- -Mi.rys E ver - 300 mile-s ·not a single stream ·entering, of runing water Lat -is 
alkali incru st t ion .• had t ') tv bv nights 

.As Fitch is now writi ng to :.1 -':. s father, and is givg the pa.ts of what occured on 
the last part oth j, I 1 close by givg you a few of the items cince arrv in Ca •• 
H:i ::--eached the first settlment on the 5th i nst 

-, X ~·~ I 7.. X X I X X X X 

A STE.ANGE .S,TC:RY same nsp , same page 

Some time in Jme last Col. McKay aas ordred t o FL / / fr om Ft lv 9/19// 
e s corted by It Ceo Evans a nd 10 dragoons, and aced b t his 13 yrs old r/. so ;, ., Capt 
C. A. Easton, fr. Eussel U' A, Di·. Geo~g,: B. Parks of 3:>sto•1, an~: B: Pev John 
Eobertson~ a Scotch gman, tvg for pleasure. Capt Easton had undeT his charge a 
box ctng a few thous dols ch e wa s to cvey to FK, and the fer geant oth Co vg got 
v1ind of ·it, immed proposed t o make gmen of the 9 dragoons under his char·ge. fu rep 
td t othem that t he box ctnd 150,000 and that by a lit operation those gmn cdb made 
much happier by b g sent t o ii!aven expeditfotisly, arid they would enj oy earth with 
plenty of money .. a man was detailed by the Serg tb at the door of each gmans 
tent at a certain hT oth night, armed with their pistols, and ca:'.:gines ; ·and at a · givn 
si ~nal to place the pistol at their heads and fire; the Sergt himself, arme d with 
a revo::i..-,er, t take ca-re oth · OJlonel and his son •. ,but bf the hight had s-et -in, -one nf 
the men repented, 8.nd x posed the whole affair •. Col kok no notice e..fter que1ctioning . 
unt · 1 they -reached this place~ The sergeant is now u.1ier a.rred, and 1f the whole affair 
lb investi gated soon. 
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Oakland , 1877 ,~S-~yl OVF~"LAND TO CALIFORNIA IN ~ 

3..1.23./.Ja~ _ The Sa s:amo: e and Calif?rnia :11.ning and Trading Co 

66 pp 
of' Ipln I Hiss 

~ i ncludes Stillman Qmrchill c 50 

lv in cars f r ston reced by the Bay St co, also bound for Ca via ra Cape 
Horn. • cars t.·- Stoningtnr, ste3mer via "'..Long Island Sound for NY 
3/31 kv l'J"Y steamer John Potter to Amboy to G,prden ferry 't over Delaware 
to 1hiladelphia Columbia FR to ?' e•m and Ohio/ Cana¥ to Holidays burg 
4/6 cars over the Alleghany rots canal boat f o · Pitssblrg 
o/9 boat De W- Clinton for SL buy was her 
4 7 arr SL 
4 16 sw slaves sold at auction in frsnt CH take Creole Belle for 

e 
taxes i:;asngers from the Se_ludy, machinery vg broken down 

A 1·iL:ins and S. Cum":ings hurt by mule:: 

and get info re route. 

5/23 p.aseed the land deserted I huts - cholera raging 
5/24 Fusewashe River s lment of Slawnee tribe cos fm NI and Mi.ryland 
5/25 news of batl between ~ company and Is, in ch latter victorious 
5/28 Ks ferry run by Is o S'-iawnee tribe; 1. M.sdon of ME church 
5/29 c ldiers Creek overtook Boston & Newton party of Mass 

~~-'""--'-......... '-5--....U.-'--'-' ........ L...Sl~i.-lo"--IIISS. • also M) crmopanies 
d Msip, united for mutual protection 6 in com.rnon G 

6/1 Big V in rear o are the 1.folverine liangerE of M.chigan, 73 v lost r 
to chol Capt Ee .ul ty oth .Colo v Guar d , leg broken f'm ml 

___ ....:6;..i.-.::.3::__.;t::..:h~e:.....-aT,_,e=l~e=r:....:a=:h=---jc:.;:O:_;•;.__:o::f:........:1..::'Ii:.:P.:.:cS::.,:D:..:U~ri x 6 wagons 33 men a co of Iexingt· n Ky 
ule s 

rorn Louisiana 
everyone cordnir and going 

ped frnm the Sx 

6/7 retrnees robbed by Is 

g G 

age 70 and new i G beside it 
traders from FL 1/he notes most 

from ~w 1-u.bany 78 

- / ad rs the HMs who had teen absent 10 month~ valu info re route 
6/12 met US so ::- Ma. .i &nderson said sev hundred armed Js a few mile2 

· ahead came to bluffs oth PR wne 45 mis today 
6 o FKe· 140 here under Col. Ibniphan r Es here accid shot: one w arm ampu 

1tated in csea o he 1 e at a r a esnake 
6/14 graves graves cholera B& N co again f/na. es sev graves/I/ 
Joseph Hunter of Ohio, f. Parks of Ml.ss, Cal'lfwell and adshaw of Vo. etc. 
6/18 Teleg co of !-I-i ssoliri s:1ot some B ~raves of BFEoger of 1.a., P lee of Ill, 
and A Conner of Mo. 

6/19 in B hunt Varnum thro.wn fm horse and badly injured G Capt C. of Texas 
·6/20 crossing Sii' wg <>t11ck in iver, remain exposed to hailsotrom for r r 
5 or 6 hours 1 mile wide 
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6/21 to nf (lower crosf'ing) Gs of seve--al identi -'.'ied f -i nd bodi e f of s ev Is 
lyg on thrc: gr in r cfusion. The Ps and Sx r at wa nd tbe~e fellows er doubt+ 

e ss y surprised whil e asleep and ki e .• 
6/23 messmates include 9 :t,erri~~ Bradley 
G of ~ Geo stover, killed in a duel 

fror,· Lirn • , x-~ Qlincy · and Mi i.ne , 

\ 

6/25 • after tvg 5 rnis and ascending the bluffs we soon desce d into a hollow 
(l l{-- /,:ii th ~imber7 2 miles, further~ ~pri1:g. -:- He then ascended t ~-e bluffs, and had a 

fine view of the ct; tnen descending into AH from the ,_ng of the SF to AH 
is 64 miles find man lost from Salem, Mass lost fm his with cow, susb 
subsisting on milk Castle Bluffs. 2 graves; one that a girl 18 

6/26 i G J G Kendall of l1~_chiagn plus boy 12 passed wagon and party bound 
on a trading xped tc the mt; also a lone tree with dead Indians sleeping 
among its topmost branches 
6/27 Smiths fork D:y Creek '?.nd J&XX came to 
grave of John Ste-,ens of Mo 
6/28 Pas iced graves of J F Towle of lib, J:'l.o. ainpbell accid shot, and Eebu 
Reuben Scroggin of Ky, 18 CR like church s eple 1/4 mi fm Ch is a fountain of 
pure water, - sitd- in- what is called CR Ra.vin known as- CF. Spring; it is one hun+ 
dred yards up the bluff, ~n a sbne f",rmat · 0 ·n. It is hollo1.1edout as if by art 
carved r names, broke off a pi ce of t h rock for a relic 
graves of Wm Fay of Yo G S Ferguso -: a fr. acbeth of B~f1.1 o NY 

6/29 ll-mX!illlml! near summit SBs Here is a wigwam occ pd by a Frman who 
married a squaw. on :oeeing LP gi e one grand hurrah more and more Gs 
6/J0 v to wear veils acct musquitoe and gnats more Gs w in:_::,criptics 
7/1 L ford •. . 2 r.i~n drowneJLber F:);, is a rude cstructi n, b·,ilt ';f mud •. 
75 soldiers here , under Maj Sar: erson 
7/5 lower P ferry, crossed in b ts dug out of logs rope stretched wagons upset, 
men barely escaping; we cclude fo tv 3 miles to the upper ferry 
7 /8 came up w noneer line h 40 wag;-'ns vlo · t 30 me n ®' s ickness 
7 /9 G ~1 Callag -e r of Mo 
7/10 co of mtd men passed to a d lost 100 men by 

ser ion and l b~ sic 

men and one wg IR DG where river forces itself thru mts 
G }( Frederick ?.iche of Mo. 

on foot, bound for Ca; also, a man lrli all his catl at 
115 some Crow+foot Tu.dians 

fr man many diff cos saw 210 w gs in the 

s ah1ost to perp cross river all at once 
h-,mdred E.tiakes - sell r horse for a oint of brandy 

HC0 /does not name/ an-Jther split stick, with. cards 

===========-===-----------::a: 
il comes in J Hildreth of New E ampshire, j o Lns; a packer, w o had 

been_ . at _by Js __ 
8/3 eeple lbx herr1 the H trai comes in 
8/4 a div of the -Roxhl.ry Cb of Mass_ 8/6 Spring Valley 
8 /7 valley of the 1ls.rm qJrings on ff some Boston frs, 8 me destitute 
8/1 . Jlawkes ~nd __ I v -~cludd t_.:_·pack the rest oth i, jd b Hil_dreth 

--i"'~~f~;Jf~~~~~~~~~~~rpr[, ;~~1. t.f;~~e~-J1~0~~~~~~!::;~;21"("l'j~-hi;.m-.;;i~-,:r-,-ind of P-o, with crds 
.e trs of co.s~who ha aken to us tb the very 

-oppo ::ite ~ and nearly caused us to of HJ.TY Jane JvcLeland, 3 
50 miles t.9is side.of th~ Sink .. rabbit Springs 
8/2,:, t ygmen fm NJ died 3/27 12 govt wacons bound to Fort Eall Hue C V 
9/1 Nud Lake G John Fisher of Ili 9/2Goose Take ~;iver 
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9/3 Pitt F,iver Fit L~ bears 
9/11 Spring V met an explorg party und Capt !assen Gaut Warren and 
a Guide er kd today 9/13 me sick crazy head of Fetther ::, 
9/15 v of Feather Rv 
9/22 Davif & Lassen's ranch, 
10/1 to Sac c~ ~Y._ ?_mis _,,,,--

e first setlment head of Sac river 
Sutters fort sick and feeble 

2/ 77 

I / 
XX X 

'" TOBIOGRAPEY OF GEORGE MEYER 9REGON MISSOURI ACR.Qf.:s T!·F'. PLAEilS ·, ;ITH AN 
0~ TEAM IN 1849. for from memory at 31 3/5/1908 Shenandoah, Iowa 1908 
29 p. pb ___--/ _ / 

-------- ()..,..i,1_,_ 
md in Baden Cermany / that is Andrew~ . 183/+ to Wayne Co Ohio Geo 
over at 7 1:\51 married Holt Co M,s ' 

~ 

age 22 - r home ~ Cregan, in Holt pe:rrnade miller 1300 lbs flour 
started fro}II. home thru Oregon a mere v but 3 stores and a few dwellingf, had 
5 yoke of catl &other Andrew a!1d >Tr. 1•cintyre 

drive· to :Iowa R:>int. Here we had r,o dig the banks on each side o /v1 R in 
orde~ to ge-r, 'f wagons=-tothe flat boa , r boat bg the first to cross then drove 
to a point where lighland, Ks now i in Sac Reserv, where was I mission 

.at I mission ,jd b"y-zj: others W- wagons - start ~/1 for weal or for woe 
follow the divide bet the T·blf a mmaha ~crooked but level 

5/3 cross Nemaha % 5/_6 BB where l'-a.ryville now. is __ tQ _ LB where 
Har,over now is 

fod up Platt 
front of r wagon 
cs wehad r hands 

to a pt :follow herd of 40 or 50 B cross in 
at cros ~ ng sev other wgs mired but 1:re dared not stop 

full to '.A.H here kd first antelope and B 

in N?V many strange ro s chL·ne:r rocks and court house rocks (many of them) 
here jo i ned by others fr m Halt Ct, w.:10 han eras sed at 1 owa foint 

6/2 FL ~tpp half da did not see Im1ch a few sols and a few bldgs 
we r -r nearg the Bl.a K Hills cross IP.. where Custer now stands ????????? 

At catch a • spici ous I some vote to kill maj vote to send him free 
get jur;,p at GEF by to cross at nite 17 w·s. wUle the 100 others 
rs J.. waiting 

7/2 Fort Hall 
to H - Turkey and 

Hangtown Aur, 

r--
1 

of mosquitoes toAm Falls int fever 
rivers t.J.P Cars8n John El.air succumbs 
top. 17 
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Le onard :tv'atthews, -"'- :GONG LIF~~ IN RIFV / 1 PP 1 11 .. L( 12/1928 
. w authors }:'€rm in anticpati ,;n ofr,is 100th bd St. Louis ? 

174 pp. start p ~x 32 

nee r Hannibal Mo borroHed 200 fm fat>er nd bot an s Tucmas Cleaver 
and n~ew \·ill w nd i hrss Uncle 'Ihm had ne g:ro 20 along 

J/<£9.J,J started for CB s where we met other sk 1. 111 all ~·1e crossed 
t h e },R at 1-'o · t Kearn(;l left tl-~ere 4 2 · t o the Gre t U1explored Region 
Our captain lii.rr Brolaski had bn acr oss bf. 21 wagons upo ,-, acc:ui t ta 
o one fo r a n i nfraction B:?'olaski announced si dis.011,1 disolu.ti n,, dissoluti cn 
of the f.:t. Louis Telegraph Train orgd a sep co called them.selves 
t he Advance Guar d of the S TT 

cro;-::;ed PE 
of the SN:r.ts 

P seal s taken b l:a t ni te we 
of the battle 11 to the c O of the R>r ,rho ~ent 

we in the middle of · this affair/ / -
megro with buckshot in chest from accid 

B, took his green hide, cut it in 
wl:en it shrunk i-f,/ as it dried it 

some of I e e hlrials ha.d horse heads hanging nearby seldom used tents after 
few days ut : merel .r pulling ~ - off r boots; - b robes, we slept soundJy as 

abes in t e cradle · 
ar:cd .. " _S':',c F. 8/3 Missouri Ba r 25 mis fm Sac City 

t o pp. 44 

xxxxxxxxx 
N 

THY ROBH:SIJ~ - R 0'." :11'BERG?:2 J OURNEY T:~' 
'\ 1 849-y.'1850 'Jhe ,,..Diary of Zirkle D,:.., nobinsg,n 

Frances Col~n,.an Eo c·enber~ 
.. ..._. ______ ---

OF CALIFOFNI.:... 
with an introduc by 

Iowa City 1966 

HITT,ODUCTION ON ["111 "?( 3/28/49 3 ,_ve Vin.:inians from Ehendoah Va l l ey 
Zirkle R, his brother Joseph and hi e - i - 1 Wesley Allen F..- set out from 
the town of Vi::' r.r i · i n Cass for the gfs of Ca / /says editor , 

e L. .organs J P the u summit f gold r 11sh editorial scholarhsi p/ / / 
- z kept a daily reco d event'u- 7 y ,,etd t o Shendoah v 

Mrs • .Rice, dgtr of ZD d H11inda Ann, carefully prese,·ved her fathers 
- orig diary, f and in her 80 yrs, made a copy. Both c, riginal and copy (part 

paraphrase and part ampli ca) er gen made available to the editor in 1956 by 
Mrs .-- Rice I s granddaught , :frs. Jeanie Eheaks of fuw Mi.rket (Lice ) 

remained in Ca ntil Ni.y 1850 only summary entries for Ca period 
did return with some 01d dust r-rold dust ex for coins at NO 

b. New Mi.rket a 1810 md Malinda Ann ~in 1834 
I t was i n Ca , Ct ey lived when news of gold in Ca (pr:i..nceton) 

7 1914 copy first wagon Thomas Deal, 1fosley Rcsenberger, Charles • 
· Brady, J)seph ttobinson, n,, Fre0 Schoo y, Z DR ///Dale /'\organ finds in the 
~ngfield 11 J:,urna~l for 4/6/ 49 r s Cass Cts f or Ca: inclues rnH, Semuel 

Leeper, Dr. Wm Clark, Cha:-les 3:rady, Eenr•r In r:;alls, i?ichad Du:~ enbe rry-.c, etc. 
---. 



the j is a pocket.note book, 6 ", btown leather, back cover 
28 1/2 pp of ms in ink, plus 2 1/2 addl in pencil inked over 
neat handwridng, still quite legible spelling faulty 
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m' ssing •• 
small 

Dale M the first to bring-. the sizeable body of g r diaries under 
scholarly discipline 

After crossing _I•5J3tp R near Warsaw, Ill, R""'. and his f.:ts ascnd the 
Desmoines R, fad the M Trail of 1846 across tat_. state to Chari ton River, 
then fod a southerly road to SJ . . • new SCO ;used Wares y{. guide for he 

exJ:,i bi ti:, Warei, n;il,ta.ken- in-f-o- about the Ca r rod west of GR_ , espe-c tribs of 
Bear River ta~-:es old trail to FH reache HR near present Wells, l'ev 

and descdned H- all the way to its Si.nk, ne ~ .!Nx Lovelock. Here he chose 
. to ta_ke,not the older E route via the Trucke R and Donner lass, but one first 
tvd the previous ·yrs; or the RJ">:,ty Mi le Des rt to the Carson Ei.iver, and up 

THE DL\RY ---
.3 28 l eft Virgir1ia Ill for Ca /22 crost 2.2, we wore ca2·1::,t on 

Musketo e Creek.- . the place l ooks like camp meeting 
5/2 s.to SJ to see if our Tl1in£;s had T''.lere was 5 Boats at SJ and 

".:,he officers. The U S Tr oo s was gg u River and , out to FH There 
was 200 on tb: - oa . . scme co_f:f"ins tlrest i nBlack velvet •• s m persons 
supposed to v 1 died with the cole -

5/ 3 one of r co DLed • . maybe 400 
5/4. road from SJ Exciting You m' Qht see as many as 75 wgs at one time. 

/ f!:o paragraphing whatevefl/ 

5/12 L,to road that leads f r om l nde pendance. Teams in a Bundance we had 
18 wgs 33.con and flower for othing 

5/18 elk and antelopes ?layi g in one >.erd together. . struk for the Plat 
?120 left for Fart CbarlfliJ .- d 1/2 mi fm the f it appeared Ii Like we d 

~ look u:p hill to see water. . io wagons in sight. It looked like a tmm 
5/24 used B chips for fi r ,t time .• I cald it Puke camp forone sertain reason. 
5/27 sedre tne Prairie look like so~e old field that has Bi n P stered for 

manv years 5/28 ss e river 
5/ 31 As'h Hollow u:~fs is very hansom here the r,ocks on the hills is 

a sp2..endid sean 

6/2 what is cald chimny rock Names cut on the ~- ock some 
- 500 feet hi S/ 4 su tds 2uds Bluff grand Vues 

6/5 to Scots S:~..,rings 20 ::-1iles from the River. Between t he B uffs and the 
Rvr \·!here th~ ives . s as i n tiie sate2. Here is a Bss and a 

store 5 count 150 teams crossin~ Hor s e creek . All crosin at once 
- 6/7 .Li9..1'arnas Fa S--- ou .-h.t a Boat wagon for 25 see fine wgs se:il for 5 dols 

It look like destru i on here warm springs many persons washing cloths 
6/14 we launchd o Boat to ferry the river. scme 7 persons got Drounded. 

':ie all got across - f e w"ctn hea:rd labor .• 
6/16 to Mineral S rlllgs sor.ie hills that looks like they were Burnt 
6/17 whole earth is white with salaratius ct not fit for man nor Beast 

Willow Springs - - - -
6/18 IR Deavals Gate 6/23 summit of the Rocky ~buntain and by O oc we got 

on the top. Fe vb bin Blest so fare with .good Luck 
6/27 /no problem with his ~ ~ 

re ,.,1e bad to let t he Hagon Ibwn with Ropes the musketoe 
d __ Bi. t _ us so j3ad we d _ v tr nock them of. . .£'i:::·ed o,~ our guns 

7 /7 SS 7 /11 to Fort Hall it is cald 750 mis fm here to Sutters furt we 
crost the Nuce river and Noond so dusty u cdn see the ~ead cattle 
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7 /15 16 cam!Jt on 1,,;ha t is cald Goos Creek .. ·e1ere we saw many Butiful s eanrys 
f ormed of rock s Mormens cmg back wit gold t he Canyon the Most Dre6ful F lace 

_ I Ever saw and the worst rp_ad En•,r m • Zver saw. into Sirenava.da Hs 
American lake a furd 'f.ree :iat was Dead and it was full of limbs about 

100 feet high and we i3ot it o the Blase run up in th:: are a m--9st 
splendid sight. 

7/26 to the first Satird~y .• 27th made for 2acremento c i ty 

end _pp .. 2 /-,, 

I 
STORY OF THE GRi'i.ND RIVER CCIB-ITRY: i-IBT'OI R2 OF (MA J 
Gallatin, Mo, 1909 pages unmlinbeired pb 

\ 

·b 1821 -:- ~ Jo.ri:£...!:!o · lea-files 2nd wif~ in fa.mil~ ; ~ ntifies~ns _ 
l v 14th M y fr J:ihn madt}ly 1.n love 1.-:::r-1.te ~ fai thfuL .. y at each 

oppor ..... 1rneamanuensi s) to f~nd that h•.s flame '.cl i~~thin 1 m· nths of hi s depar . 
tur e and he was writing t~nother mans wife ~ 

crossed mo r at li:n,1c:1 Fuint see herder drown t r vg t 0 ·herd ca-tl acro ,0 1" YR -
we cr o ~sed in a f erry boat to f' a s lj 20 d"d rest every Lords Day 

BB swol l en , cre ss i n raft left LB 6 or mis fm the now spl endid city --===. 
of Ha stings then nothinP' but b aru s m1.ra e as Pume::, the form of our 

a vanc in.g , everythi-n-- mirror 

)

+- to Ft. K~r:c'le;r , c posed ent of tlo be houses .. 
in sev inches of wa ter 

_ n Neth Platte ctinually pas sine: tent s with dead bodies i n them one .. vent we 

devastating storm, sleeping 

pasped had 12 bodies in it be een the MR and Ft. Laramie a distance of 600 
_ }Il~les_ ~l}~:i:~. aq been made 300 fre sh graves, Lfor every mi_le •. fubert C~vens 

7 and I careful to take down i our diaries thename and address of every fresh G 
J,v;-t - we passed while takin-_::: no Je?, noted stench: t ha t nieght he took the cholera 

and came nea, · dying. (n es CH rock and t "rle cr000 

wi 

at 
to 

crsoing over the fork / // got all thi s b_ackwars.s/// ·:problems 
ne 10 1 ft dee to AH t :..,_at ni te herd of B pass gang of B wolves 

cholera 
It was 

75 m to 

ct Ho and er /rh there when 
Fall rout e . • cross desert _ __,.,,,_.-..,...._..---~----::--

: oke of oxen i_n fr ::- nt 
?5. t o cross 

the largest road 
we procurea a p_nt, o_ 0S'Jtttto ho _ ors 

:?art Loreoring 
:oodbye to 

T-.ous 2 V s rave of of t his ct 
oxen c l etel -.r ti e 0 11t r •in li.:.:.e ca.lves - ai s ' n o- t ,e. tail t ne sig:nal 

3 of us pack ahead froli' CV 
.----:--~:...::..:..:.._:.=,:~~:.:::.:..t-..::::b=.r::.::.o.:.:k:.:::e:_:::a:.:n~d~s:...;t:::;a:..:r::....vi:.:·~ng bo ::--rows lD ' ol gold Di ece from negro slave 

l a ter g ot ' : j.s free D3.0~rs for 1 1.,no I'O rn::.steT (..'>:'cmd •r 1'.J.J..11:::r 
:,~e-:-,ch H<:.n_::;tmm &=mt ,._re :1t bad t r, mo ou ht hj s wife a n::1 child , n:S. his oi,,rn 
:da.ve to gr: to C 1 · same terms. 
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u . 24 
0 n ths 

mines 

L(L[ HP 1913 np 

to take p.1.sg 

f:. At SL we took another bo2.t for 
~ struck a bargain with him to be taken to 

______,. oarty of 15 fm Richlana _gt , Ohio, mostl 
----ri'atured enough, : b tt ·e:xces:::brely stupid 

met ].eader of the part·r . nd 
as a pasngr with ::r, meals for 180 ••• 

mechanics of la Dltch descent,good+ 
after 2 weeks, · on the boundles .. prairie 

Gen tvd about ·16 mpd on 1·ev · plains. wg w 4 yoke oxen , and 3 hacks, 

Y 
each drawn by 2 mtQes,. • • 100 · e s out Sloane, said I had my choice 01· ctri""'ving 

\or cooking, I obj ect ac·ct not i n the deal. . tough, so forced to work a cook -
~ / , like the movin of a nation .. stop for meal or bait our ani.na ls 

"' v\ thousan s -d P8:SS us.\ . Wien oitc e r tents at ni ht hundreds of tents 1.i1d 

\ ~ 

I 

rise aroun us •• "Were o you hail from f "Pike Ct we quickly turn 
away. 11 Epectacle of I in camp, in tra-vois; and blackstriped for war 

Contagion of a ampede, one train to another • • heavy wagons shooting 
o bliq_uel., as i .r 

Also, lea rne t he hard wav not to oitch camp on .B trails 

rf The encha.ri 1.ng par.t of r trip las t ed f or a couple- of months , unt· 1 we 
got _beyond the SP, then when r provs bcame scarce •• there came priv!:.tions 
and change in r mpers •• . • almost every day we had a fight 

most abominable actions er those done b rtie s from the 
I v seen a chivalric s out he rner s oot down his own brother, another, 

, left his old father to die of cholera on the side of the trail, with 
from the burning'rays, wh,le the son carried off in his wagon a good 
unnatural monster 

We er 4 months in crsg the l s..! enduring in the la:ct 6 weeks ;f;t:(,'Ji/ gr 
ps . • Worst of all was the GAD brackish wPter dust decayg ca; cas ses 

Lost in dec::.er t. -.--E"rust t o sa a itv of cattle find their wav to Carson 
R cinity of SS meets l/2· breed daughter of a~..English nobleman of Vontreal 

Hangtown by way of Sonoma ? sick an.a peri:riiles·s ·--,..------- ~ 
seems to v survived to a ripe old age anyhow 

,--
-,~~....: 

: OVEI"~LAND TRIP TO CA.LIFORNIA in Indiana 
n,d. unpaged pb 

~ man named Dennison to Calif -lbit 
e uggets- Spring 3/11 5 5 r'rom Wooster lv fo city 
anud "'the boom1nP- o cannon anri a band of roJlSic, i nc luding me 

41 mess of 5 inclugin bro David- E. --and John frown. ,- had to ..g0 ove:rland rt, 
all berths b steamer enga head -

a SL _ tcok EL Paso for SJ arrv 3/27 . l !_ 4/6 for Duncans Ia.nd ~ g 
4/8 n rr:ted acros s 1n oihd .fl at~ boat .10 mules to e a wg t o c limb t he bluff 

some 700 miles ,j fm SJ we came to Ft. Carney. bot l 00 l bs flour 
paid 8. in gold made boats out of r wg beds, w ropes • • 
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/ 

at AH comes 200 Is nonies and lg dogs all loa ded w their goods .• t heir 
le a r1er was a Frman w squaw. Je demanded a money ctrib or the "Is d kill 
us tha_t night defied him, not molested 

) 
10, 000 Bs o,, nort platte .m_ountain lion, decide t o leave it alone 
!' t. Larimy sm blacknn ~th~_ng ~ sgme_ ffshing 
on we went. ove r the Black :!ills , now where Deadwood is ?????? -> 

- - 7 / 4 arr ·Placerville or nickname Hangtown 
// addl dope re C-.:. ,,,..---------

_,,,,/ XXX XX A 1~ X X 
/ \ 

.-. _,X X X X X X X X X X X X 

34 YE.AES' 
ed. Frej erick T. Wallace 

- ti~ 

age 17 to Cleve land, · steamer A D Patchen for '.' hi. • - to 
ttaw~, - Ill o vidt bro w 3 others lv 3/14/1350 for Peruf, take st '::!,~:.mer 

Ocean Wave to SL arrive 3/18 . 
'· -

!\On Q>i ent wi t h s et of bums and t 1-ieves:, mainly off at I only ot her 
place on map was Old FK, 100 miles up •• All the gr interior passed under 
the gen name of iebraska / / - to St. Jo .-. u p east ciide for CBs, 150 P.J.is 

"The reas on for ta~dn t his nor t 1 ere er some setlments 
1 . that side o ne r.iver-, and we cd o-btai corn of the farme rs much 
\ c ea pr an 
_ ~o Lebanan af~oI'._bg _drowned out .. cross there_to "oin co of fine yg ~en, 

all do ome wi · 1 n , months . . F.. new cam csi sted of E rn abandoned og huts ori 
bl t dur_in _the Ve- :ican 1-a,,r Old K. There _1,,1as a d.oz.en or o _tbem: 1-.•e took _ 

n quarters i n one, and tabled our ponie s in another 
1 • -4/1 pul led out .• c r r ied horse f ~ed, grass ret~rded On_the 2nd day we 
car;1ped on fult w ere Lincoln no sta ds .. comes post rider from Santa Fe??? 
say_s Ps :r_r , ch we f oun tb f true. • meeting w I s . U f= e my l i rni:bed knowl edge of _ 

anguage • . m, s r e is ,-nhanced by shoot ing a deer ._, :---------'--"=~=~, 
Have Canuck horse , , s uperior hard:'ood. 
On 8th day F fuy. i,.,_ process of building 
the mg we left M R a man started out w a wheelbarrow r/. tel cross the pls; 

his cargo a bushel f parched corn and a blanket 
0
ive s out _, ~ets emnl oyment at 

FK. . v heard of s · ch cross' ng ctinent but dont oelieve it 
~ FK 4/9 B thick, had t o stop "' CC to let them pass 4/14 near the Forks 

a heavy snow s t or • had t oburn 3 wag0ns to keep from perishing . . 1clm.r-progress 
thru snow+drifts • • • Is show us proper place to ford SP .. Ps warn against 
Sx ai:: l iars o·bbers, ch we found to be true-

rv 1/2 rr.ile w· de , but 2 b the tc.r,,e we zigzagged. • . the place we crorned 
is now Cgallala / / the se are recollecti ons///// 

Cross at Ash Hollow Is beat breasts in token of frship 
- H, 4 it} vg made 700 mi l e s in 2ci days CO says buil.t for protec of To 

_ _ nd . cvenience o h dr~go ~ns that_ ps.trol the road bet FH in Cre;ron and FLv .It wa s 
(~~ bnlt on a val pla:cn in the nndst of thousand '." f acres cf cactuses , so rank and 
\!1/ thick it was· pos t o approach except by road ??? ?? ? F possessed 2 cannon of 

ample calibre , on wheels 
As we er ut of flour t he commissary t old us we cd have it at cost t o the 

r,ovt, includ/2..ng f r eightage, 16 per lon H is lv 5/2 
a fe;, da·cs bf a soldier had stolen the colonel 1 s horse and s t ruck out for Ca 

a band of Cr,_, 
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A band of Crows came down on him and took his provs, every s ti"bch of his 
clothing, gave h m the B rug, some jerked B meat, and told him to go back. 
The Crows call this swapping. _ _ 

0 
__ 

Sx roisbehavious they d rush and snatch the food we er fSookg have to 
brain one with a hot frying ~n- __ _ , 

At Ia Bont creek fell in with party of ,:Canadian Fr trappers and fur dealers. 
They had 4 wgs loaded with bales of fur, bound for st. Jo, • had bn fm the 
frontier 12 months 

We now come to a place called C-H R when approached no such resemblance 
CR app of an old dilapidated chimney, • fr~m its top .• menJooked like toddling 

~~~l~~=~; ~:~. !!e i;o~~=; ~~! ~~:.: ~~~~i~ ;~~ty~:h~: ~;\~~ts:~~ ra!rp~a~~ 8 
miles away 

Day after CR visited by a inand of·Crow 
drawing their bows, and charge in and out 
peace negotiated swao:--,ing 

l , retie -around us 2 or 3 x, and 
e take a prisoner ,:?????? treaty of 

We next came to IR named by Col Fremori who stopped there 4th July it is 
one solid grand bowlder, prob thB larg tin the rld 

decide for SLC though a divet"fi-on r 200 miles, object to rest and replenish 
r stock of orovisios Is hel c as~ GR; I wo~en beasts of bu,uen & slaves 

FB blt -27- yrs bf- w0-u dnt let u in- acct too early in the - season; had to show 
him St. Louis nsps H, and 2 c!:1ildren, boy and girl, half casts, 14 
and 16. Madam Bridger. the name by ch he was lmown was an assumed one, 
that he was a native of Va. in disgrace, ran away. Claimed tb very 
rich fro:c, trade with Ms 

5/19 into SLC our early rrival unprecedented hospitality_unbounded 
· BT priest, · prophet and ki _g oth M faith,. visited r camp and cversed wtih us 
: on :r j. i ~ shall_ever _el kindly towards the M people 

death of one of )"art by l;;>g kicked bJ a horse 
~ Lv·Bear rv r . "t t bo,·e nw up a gradual rise for 150 miles until ~,e 

rec:,ched SCO •• wher 1-1e made a diversi r-.n from the most direct line to go down 
to SL •• Here was E rt fall, and also some soda springs .• now find a party 
2 days ahead of lB catch up with party f:;_nom Ohio 

strike HR near its so11rce , near present E1-1<:o 

I advised -1.,a: · ng the Oregon route rut rr.a,iority for more southerly route, '!'.ore 
~ai ectly t o Califo!"nia, _ but i.nvolving desert ct •• by not -fog my advice, the 2a 
jority lost thej_r lives get Jost Is kj_ll 3, wound 4 more J/ more or less 
a r::a-s-sacre, in part Or ,, gonians- told us that the tribe were Coose lake 
I ndians retaliation party 

p 11.~ ar!··ive at Iessen 1s ranch 125 mi above S:;.c City 
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.EDEF.ICK REHWINKF,L 'AU~OBI OGRA. PHY ms legal size 399 pp. 
s sing ~ r pages / 15 t c 318- e .-:cellent · haml::m:±:i:xx Tol d handwriting 

J#J ~ I 7 - 3~ 2----' 

- . .~ few ~ t e r reac;Jing fuEt Cottonwood re brs (named af~.:.er a gro ve, of 
ctnw~s cloEe by, from the various limbs of ch hung suEpended in mid+air 
quite a nu of I corpses s,?curely ensconced fn B-skins) my for the time bg 
designated co 1,:pany Hdqrts, I was ordered by Cblonel fuumann ? of the 1st 
Nebraska Cavalry commanding Iost, to send one S •rea:nt and ten n of r:cy Co 
to each ~ f the three ranches tetwee Ctwd and Plum-creek, a di ance of 40 miles, 
to protect those places ag the hostile Sx Is, at the same t· 1e to escort the 
overland Stac,-es by a detail of two of my men riding on t h t op of the 8:,age, 
in addi ti n to 3 mounted men of the 1st :re braska Ca v fm ne ranch to another, 
while Captain Richmond cmndg CoC of my Re~iment was or red to send a like 
detail to f perform the same duty at and between the e t 3 ranches towards 
Julesburg. Colonel HcNally vg unavoidabl7 "been det ined on imp duty at SL longer 

- th n Capts funney, Fisher and myself (the latter ~ officers toremrly also of 
the 3d U S Cavalry) when tvg by the Overland Sta e en route to J.1.esburg reb 
his Eegimental ffiqtrs, arriving at Rist Cotton ' od ah out mid-night the Colonel 

caused the stage driver to halt at the gate adobe wall surrourrli.ng the 
post, requesting a member of the guard to r ouse me out of bed , and state, that he 
my ColonR wished t~ see me, so afte:,:, a m_ _i call O T: welcornie_v{ weJ.Q._ome meeting 
and cordial shake of the and intersper e d }4 by a few questions and andswers in 
regard to Captain RLchn1ond' s and my C 1pany, and afteT supplying the Cblonel with 
a blanket to wind a-round his legs a n , feet, ,;}dch er chilled riding so long, by 
the cold night air at that season the yea~·, the Stage coach p~oceeded onward, 
while I retd to my quarters to fi · sh my nights rest. r·1, relati isns with the 
officers at Rist Cbttonwood wer all that cdb desired, co·'.'dial, yet re 0 pectful, 
pat so w lt Co l Ievi Ru,_;gle Po QM and Cormnry, and Ni.jar 01 Eden of the 1st 
Nebrg_ska Cavalry, the latter: succeeding his Cbloenl on being ordered to other 
fields 0f duty, in coH1I!lnad r the Post about 2 weeks. fibdn~hmmme 

· Corporal Csborne - Capt 
cedar wood for charcoa 

of the 1st lebraska Ca,, Lt Col Juggles. -• chop 

/ /no paragra:oMng //4 The Sx Is cting to cmi t numerous depredatLms and murders 
- along the ove2~land oute, no ilTl!TI.igrants or freight tra::I ns er i!l cformi ty to Dept 
orders, allowed t pass any fort, or military po2t, unless such train could muster 
JO well armed m for self+protection between the in·:,ermediate ga rrisons, and 
cmanded qy a d y elected Captain, 1.:hose duty it was to keep all the wgs of his 
tr at all tim swell •• etc. duly countersigned by the next garrison 

On a sunny te rnoon forenoon that 3 men of - my Ch one acting as teamster while the 
other 2 r ae ·i_n the wg, and a ferseant of the l st Nebr Cav 1 all c:: tationed at 

7 Gillmans r anc h , the first one of the 3 ranches garri:=oned b, -IDY men, and a bout 
15 mis r om Rist Cottonwood, sta!'ted with a 4 mule team frcm said ranch to pro­
visio the other 2 ranches with fr9sh b0ef, en route to Dan 5nith 's ranch, a 
dist .ce of 12 miles from Gillmans, where a relay of 4 overland stac;e horses er 
ke , and when about alf way tl:!_er to, a party of 30 well mounted Sx Is •. came 

r ging and yelling like only Is can yell, on t".te seemingly doom 0.:.d party of 4 as 
ve soldiers as ever s i·ood the brunt of battls. M;y Regiment being_ armed /with 
zle+loading Springfield muskets, i had, gu; ddc 1:y my former experience in 

Iridian '•'arfare, instructed my Cb that if ever in my_ absence attacked by a 
supe Ti or force- of Is, only- half of their nurnber should fire at one time, the 
rest to reserve their fire until those who fired first, had reloaded their 
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muskets, and never to fire unless sure to hit and I, hence when these 4 brave 
men saw the hostiles swoop down m,on them, the teamster dismounted ::"rom off 
his saddle mule, while the other two v{ jumped out ~f the wagon, all .3 of them 
taking cover behind the huge wagon bed on the opposi tF: ide of from where the 
Is came chargg at full speed, while the Sergeant ¢' _)('pt in th2 f.'addle only 
partly protected nea1· the tail gate of the wg, an when sure of their mar •• 2 of them I 
fL·ed emptyg 2 saddles which gr surprised the ·1ho dashed on some distance hf 
they wheeled about returng to care for their wounded, or dead, comrades; but 
alas! the brave Sergeant reeled from off · horse a corpse, while all .3 of my 
men had received only slight arrow wounds l i:.'{ewise 2 mules, but lots of arrows 
er stic ing in the wa(:on bed. As soc as they had reloadetl their muskets they 
qui.ckly lifted the Se.,..geants corpse i o the wagon, then tying his horse to the 
tail gate of the wagon, they star ted vhe team on a trot, again taking shelter 
as before wnen the redskins came c rgg past them the sec •: nd time, but a more 
respectful distancf •• ch acc~un ·. d for tl1eir ar-r-ows mi..s:::ing the brave man and 
team •• while 2o of y mP-n the hird reserving his fire emptied two more I 
saddles, and is took some t~ for the 1s tc recover from their fright and charge 
and tying their dead, or ded on the saddle of their ponies, my men in the 

meantime keeping the trot, the To vg tocharge a longer distance, but kept 
up the rurihing fight - further harm to both men and team to wi tin about 
2 miles of Dan Smit s ranch, from where, on espying Smith 1s cattle grazing on the 
open pxrix:keplain the hills ab r:·ut amile distant fr oVi the ranch, the cowardly 
rascals struck o for tJ·,e cattle. Sergeant F,eel, in command of my men at f, mi th I s 
ranch, on see · the Is i:;- fo- Smith 's· cattle-, requested the man in charge of the 
four relays ge horses to let him m unt tnem with th!'ee of his men 

to 3.35 whe is· mustered out of service 
to 354 arrival in SLC 
to .371 arriv,;_l in Oregon 

xxxxxxxxxxx 

WESTERN RErnHVE CHRONICLE Warren, Ohio 7/11/1849 

From the Trumbull County Whig 
Highlands near Rate Ii ver Jme 5, 1849 from D. .hgger 

Today, meeting 8-!l _ escort of soldiers from Fort Charles to R)rt Lv, on the M.s souri, 
the officer ki:"dly offered to take a letter to the States tlor us. I borrowed a pen 
long enough toback the same, and here goes the "pencillings by the way11 -- the sad­
dle ray table, and the gro·md a broad seat. - We are all well and in fine spirits, 
and are moving at the rate of 20, 25 and 30 miles a day. W3 had a hard time from 
St. Louis· to Independence; ori· a· Cholera boat-~ --

From I to re.nsas river (110 miles ) we had the hardest t ,imes I ever ~·3.w or RE 
heard of. The road was soft and muddy, and it rained alrn.ost constantly. A rain 
on a prairie prarie ., - 10 or 15 miles from any wood, where you cannot find a rock 
or bank to break its fury, is a rain. -- We er s ,.:ti obliged to ford .3 or 4 
csid streams each day. Take it in all, it was a tedi~us and wearisome affair. 
A0ded to that, the Cholera was in aL~ost every camp, and witr. such treatment as 
cdb afforded in thatplace, nearly all died 

Nr. Stee 1, one of the .3 that went from F h .nd Poland , died with the Q1olera, and 
was buried on the banks of the Ii ttle Vermil;iion. furing the first I70 miles of 
our j, we must v averaged 4 new graves daily; but we have seen none now for 

I 
I 
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for days, and we are breathing as pure an atmosphere as ever floated over 
the Green Mountains. Although we moved slow in the first part of the trip, 
we are now making it up with all ease. Ne team has passed us s i nce we left I; 
on the ctrary we v passed ove r 400 ,.,agons and 2000 men since we left. I 
have heard nothirg of :King or ~ Cleery. By notices left at their enca.rr:pment 
l e.st night, we are oy,_ly 5 or 6 hours behind the Farmington Cbmpany, which 

_ left r place 4 weeks before llS. We shal prob pass t h em today. Young Yi bbee 
they left at the fu.nsas, to take care of one of their number who had the 
Cholera, and he has not come up yet. 

No tr w the Is. That story of their vg suriirised and killed 70 Gas 
80 or 100 miles from the Kansa ~ river, is all a hoax. 

Mr. Soule is in- fine health; so is Mr. Sutliff. :Seeves writes a 
line home now, and is well. jf. Mr. Hall feels fine. Tue Niles Com pa.ny are 
all well. ,hm.es Abell also sends a line h(:ime 

Yours, in haste, 
D. Jagger 

xxxxxxxx x xx 
CHRONICLE HARRE Nt TRUMBULL CT OHIO August 22, 1849 

FARHINGTON CALIFORNIA CC-1~-iPANY on the plains Jme 23, 1849 

of note oc~urr_ed until the l4tp., when we had a gr time crossing the 
ch we came to a 3 oc Rn, where about 50 wagons er cro s sing and waiting. 

The rive is 3/4. of mile wide, and not more than 3 feet deep, runs ver.7 rapid, 
and the b :ttom all quicksand; and if a team stops, they mire :.n sand~ 1,•Je wait ed 
an hour an commencecd cross'ng by doubling teams , leaving one half the number 
of wagons, a went ahead-;- 3 of us wadg and driv1.ng one team. 1,·Te got the 

1 
last wg over ~ 6 oc, all safe except the Captains I wagon, ch we turned over 
en driving dow: ,m the bank into the water, but we soon r i ghted up, and 
went _ ·on 3 miles, d encamped about sundo,m, half ";6 way bet,.,en the 2 forks PR 

> A tout 10 oc on the 1 as we were dri vg on a rise of g, we came pn 7 buffalos, 
ch er lyg down. Eight-m · oh hb i rnmed gave chase, and came up to them in running 
100 rods. Asa the men com with them they separated, one ran towards our wgs. 
He all stopped our· teams, eve one took his rifle and started to meet the B. 
Fitch and myself er ahead"' we r about 50 rods, and met him, and when wit in 
5 r od s of him Fitch fired, his a struck him just bacl: of the shoulder but 
rather too high up, he stopped -- i'i red, hit hi':-1 4 inches lower, and i·, e fell. 
I nv had any idea that Bs er as larg as they- are. • 1200 lbs dressed -- it 
is as good as the best tame beef. Th last 5 day s we vbn in sight of them ctinly. 

On the 19th we came up with Young, M1.tt on &c. They er much pleased to see us, 
but en informed of the death cf James Holly, and J:ihn lvbore returng home, sick, er 
much affected. After talkg 2 hrs we left the, and xpect we shall not see them 

,again till we get to California. The ni ght af r we left them we burned r small 
wg and put our load and team on one lg wagon. 

i/e pass daily tires, hubs, wheels and whole wage , 1:esides bacon, flo~r, beans, 
and all sorts of provs •• I f I had gold wm:·th of 1 theproperty that lb lost ~g 
gettg to Ca_ t,here db no need of eg farther 

'Jhe capt of r co is a man of jud~ntn; and has ·1een far as Ft. Hill 
twice. vie v 17 hr s in ~~ c ch we take turns in r i ding . 

) On the 21st we passed Court !ou e r ock whi ch i"' 100 f eet hl .- • 8:lerburn and myself 
ascended t o th t op and cut our n ames , -with to,m , t and state -- t he highest of 
any . 'Ihree l adies er there f_!om SL, and had t heir names cut in the rock, ch is 
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20ft as slate. • • CR 250 1 hi we ascended the rock 150 feet -- no one can get 

l higher, ii t raises up 100 feet hi perp. • saw hundreds of names from the 
__ _ Blckeye state; am :ng them the ::: runes of many ladies; so y0u can see the Buckeye 

girls love to climb. '\'€ cd 3 miles from the rock. 
Left _camp Friday at 7. For 5 mis the roads er good. 1th: then came to sand, 

the wind blew very hard ad we er much the worse off for vg eyes. At 12 oc we came 

; 
on t o turf, and drove hard to get to Willow Sorings . At 3 oc we pas sed Sb 300 
1 i _perp, nd r the grandest sight I ever beheld .d-n all shanes you can imagine, 

·b ut called one bluff . 1.,re reached t;n.e s:r:>rings ~t 7 ll£pm ple_nty 9f cedar tha t 
- washed down the bl uf'f ~ / 

A White man who has 2 Sx squaws for wiv 
c::::all lame cattl e an wagons. .e co sol cv a wa on 

WA pas ed several l g trains t6--r:=-a-=y~, .:....-::an~ri;:::/ i'~eit:::c~h-:-e-':;d~w-a7t~e-=r '=f6c...::.~_..:.:~ .,;_....::~--=~ ~-::---:-:----.....::. 
:iusquetoes r very thick , • rtickley ·ar 

June 24, 4 pm • • If we did not eep a g lookout we shdn know when Sunday 

> ccmes here. \.le can:ped at 3 t o riv' time to wash and re2t a Ii ttle. 1.·e r now 
within 8 mis of Ft. IBrime, and,,.-630 from the United States, and v averaged 20 rrrp:i 
since we left F K, '·" bn from home J m ~ nths, and if we get through in two more 
-we shall do well. 

If ever you start for C, take oxen for they out travel mules, and do not take 
t ob much provs. Tr, ' e at east 4 yoke of oxen to a wg and not over 1600 wt. We 
shall sell at the F 1-40 lbs bac-:m, 60 lbs lead, 25 lbs powder, 100 lbs flour and 
100 lbs of susar, am{ if we cannot sell shall throw away, if you want yo:) can come 
and get it. /' 

We v t ·:rown aw all r dishes but one cup and sp::--on apiece; we v no plates 
nd but two case/ nbres in r co. We dri nk coffee, eat rice from (me cup, take 
r bacon Gn a piece of bread ann eat w our bowie knives, and get along as well 
as befroe fot we ave no dishes to wash. 

Fort La.rirnP- , June 25. We find no sale for owder lead a nd bacon. --
can sell .flour at one cent r pound, sugar 1 5 8tio. He shall sell some and throw 
away some . - all well but Cotton, who has heen umrell but is now be t ter. If we 
find we shall be too late to eras s the Ca lif orn; a M ts. we sha 11 winter in 
0reg9n-, ,but expect t o get through . If any me get~ over we r the boys tbat can. 

Yeti may expect in a bout 9 months a.draft on the F.eserve f er 10,000 ,Idols/ 

l·/ESTEHN RErn:S.~ CJ,Jl.OI--:IA ~ tober IO, 1849 

I NT~~EE [-TI HG CALIF0RI 1A L:STTER we vbn favor d by a fr with the fog ~-:c-1terstg -.'!::tracts 
fr m a lette r hi yesterday , fr rn a member of' G::> :1Hi n Ankrim 1, .::1. ttsburgh 
Ca lifc.rnia Cb :a lliamber l e: n · M"orn on Ci_ ty (t 7 /22/184,9 

I' 

,-r 0 2. :rr:tvd 3. t t 1'1 , T, ev-2n; I 0, he.cl s ce l hc&lt h eve r s i nce we 
l eft 3Jc seph , n6 I vbn ' inp- ;.; .:_ · n us i :ht , ,r 2.ttened u r-ama-z:. n '!l·r on no ·"k an 
c :··e. c '.:ers. I su r,06 s:::c ;rnu r~ a ,,_ ,:-~ :1at we er cnld to 1-r !' bi - ! a.t ~-crt - Qlilds. 
-,e ·,c,t a li.£i:':t ,_.J:; g:n1 there 1 _i:i ced ou2~ ps:,s nal bP.g5:a,~s to !_:,O lbs, ch i;ade r loa 
20 C"•It, ancl got alon[ very 1:-1e ll, as we had 8 ff .. ules untll we got to CR; -,here two 
of ::mules er dro1 med j n er.cs i_nf! . S1:~ce thi¼t time ',!8 V -had sorne tr , as onl y ' r in 

- rkg order. We got along tolerahl-~ , ow till -we came to FB, uich is }_lJ miJ es from 
this pl ace, but from that t the ro~ vbn th ever saw. 'lhe fatigue of 
drawg the wgs hss nearly kd the mul es, so that we 1 v to lie here somtime to 
r ecruit - The r oad between tb.is pl nd Ca is much worse, and gr2-ss a gr deal 
scarcer. We 1 lv r wg here a::: we 25 dols for it. He 1 v each t:, take 
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n,1 p-ovs n him, and walk t hrouP.:h . We v provs 
g thru as ~uick y as pos. 

e s Offi cer a nd th ·Te s t ao s i n5 ly .. I 
dread waL'lcinE. over the- Sandy Desert, as v w v ~o-· 5 mis w1o- water·-ao not 
want to g back to Old Pitt until I v seen the e phant A gr many perons 
are packing from t hi s city. . • 

Cha ge s of ev kind are enormous. Ever ~ fe r ry,~ i£ is not more than 25 1 

across, charges 3. a wg;and t hen u-v-----io s u..10 tne mules over -. · \is al·so- paid- 2-;-- a mule -
for getting them shod • • The frries r a in the hands oth M, -t 'tall{ -or gala · in---vtan -

r 

I shall nv forget the first si t of this v. lt shall ever remain on my 
mina· ·a:s -t:ne1nnst- beau sp·ec --r eve.r eheld t hey build their-·houses- cf -s--d--bI'-i--x-- -.--- - - -
'Jheir city occupies mgr than ttsburgh 10,000 Ms to church announcement 
oi: trpc .. ,:nin,. a.nniver~ar. f ea.s -r expect ·to-do- ampl--e-·j-ust-ice to- the -dinner. . - I . 

/ 1 also v a dance w a M gj ,merely for the novelty oth thing 

{

:\:-- -- they- r · very str ict i t h crj_l"linals-- severi-ty o-f- f:~nes-
The mail carrieT m this place 1 take to :t--b some 15,000 ~ letters/ He is 

a -lawyer -and--is- gg o Wasn t -to- get-a-- terri-t -gevt-estaeli-shed- here.- ------- __ ________ _ 
..ri th eve to all, believe me yours truly 

xxxxxxx 

WESTERN RESERVE CHRONICLE November 21, 1849 

j -

Ca lb read w interest. The 1.-rriter left here last spring. 

to fear llicles. San Fran 9/17 

After a long nd tedious j Iv at length arrvd ere, and am as nearusea· up as 
a ny _person c 1 b _and b alive. I stood the j v 1, in fact betrn the av of r co , 
until 3 or 4 days bf we got to the gold -diggins, about 2oo·miles-Trom-here , en 
I was takn w the dysentery •. aoout 4 weeks ago. I lay there sick about 2 weeks, 
whem, by the .advi ce of M-. Jigger, I star-tea r·or·"tnrs-pTace;·-·rn hopas ·tlia:t- ·-- ·- - -­
the sea breeze might help me •• 

as r ·;.!' · a - Physician·, you cant ·get one to re-el your ·puJ:ses·nort-of ··an-i.ndependent-­
income •• 

x--x -x -x -x-x -x-

--1--J:etr· J0siah - &,,le -Jr . ·heal-th ·has ·· returne-d·;-·.--re cds --in-- at- -
/ 

·dit-to s -in--Ga-- - -and·- - -SF·--fire ----- - --- - - - ----------- -- ----- - -- __ _____ ______ _ 

Youn:'c fu-tl-iff -who -went -to- fundwi eh --Islands--has- not--been-hea!!d . .from.; _. _ }hen _ _L 
came t o th• s city , I l eft .bs eph Hall at the Bear Creek diggins with Russell, 
.ho s e s on came i n co . ~•ith M:- . Ji.gg.e.r .and .. John. Iee.ves .. as . .far_ as ___ ¢_ S~c _city. __ • ______ ___ _ 

At that place I left them and v not heard frr:m them since -

ditto 4/17 ditto 5/22 
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AHD PIOI-IBIBS :?oca tel.l o , Id 

65 PP pb 

after r·,r,,..~f-,,,r'r subsided, there fad the gold in Jdaho in Aug 
1860, when the Cro Fino wines er discrd by Capt E. erce, ch increased 
in 1362 pn the disc · of gold in the fuise Basin ar..d wa at i tz zenith for the 
next 3 yrs 

A FCF.TY-Nii\i"ERS DIARY ???'??? 

12/1/49 the gfs of Car attra.ctg rnn of my 
4/4/ 50 I am ·w a party of Iowa - Es fm e!:!, 
the ctinent to the Ca g fs 
4/26 last night we cpd on the M.shna· tany 
previous time. They howled and grow ed but 
5/7 '.1e v cd on the MR for more th a week 
orgd etc. 20 ox teams in r ¢ I ow 

Iowa 
preprg tog w w them 

and we v started across 

rv nd encntr m wolves than at any 
r rousg camp fire kept them a'.-,ay .• 

other::'. :Iowas j oj_ned us here, 

5/81 r co cmnced crossg the rv a 3 oc - thi '.' mg and at midnight we er all acrosi:, 
5/23 we r cam pg on the PR at the edge of GI opp OFK ??? ?? pesky Ps ,- wanting 
us N to donate any old thing in fact, they wanted evthing in sight 

5/26 immense herds of B 
6/25 ,-:e arrived at the si t of the SP then to PS, on the mail line. 1,,hen the 
mail arrvsfm the states tt e :came is forwarded on to Ca by teams and hb the rates 
on ltrs fm here to Sts 50c and the mail lvs for the Sts the first oth month 
8/8 th P~ Rushes v grown up near the banks oth rv and it 
is cvrd w a salt:; cru , emitting amost disagreeable odor 
8/9 water tocarry u~ across the desert •• one oxen fell in the road 
8/10 must reach Ca r. on Caty today for the grass or hay for the oxen and r 
food , both r alma gone //prob means Ctirson river 
8/16 this p{ eve ,inG arvd at Lake Tahoe at sumrni t of SNs 
8/19 this ev ar d at Racerville .. gen topic of the minerE is about the gold 
they v cradle away /// that is all, re trip to p. 14 (return:s 1853) 

re-hash 

Boone Ct .i 

a r vd Sac 8/26 -'-:;.;.,.,e~w::!..· __ To~--"";!.;!a!:.l--,__..., 
t he plains in 1 851 , and a ain in 

B.EML'u SCENCES OF ---
190 pp (;·"'lo +- _s-1-, '3 

be !:;an j to Golden West •• 
change d when cros~ed 

s t he r e er lit .rnillLns cf BE 

~w fr back home 5/13/51 to Boo ' lie r:..::e~c::.;.:m:::n~d~ t ~o:_:::_P:::;.e.:::t::::.er:;..::.s-::?&!:::.-~Yc~Ma~ h~a~n~w'-:-·.,..,_01..-:::e:.:::r __ 
~rg up a band of . . sheep_ for Ca -~ - r m.'>n t h - ent a t Ca 12 000 shee 

wgs w ox earns men 25 b m. t hi s is bed to vbn the first band of 
sheep eve:r- driven a er o c:c: 1 to Ca 

pass 11 or s Kand L on t first roads were yielding and wet, and 
the sheep began to v soft fe t .. later on~, the road grew hard, and the sheep 
became so lame that hundre of them er unable to walk at all 

since poor pro_i:;_2ec:t reaching '5f-same yr, Cooper with 2 others bade train 
good+bye at DG and tart d for Ca on 8/27 

durng first day out rnet cavalcade of 1100 Crows a to FL to make a trea ty 
w Go - - ,., ..., da BY lectur ~~ aburing the American people 
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I 
get up party of 14 plus w and c xchange ss nd pack saddles for 2 yoke o:-:en 

and an old wagon Coope!' chosen capt o , met band of :Ms whc) said Is had 
ambushed and attacked them the night bf, Vs kd evade ambush 

at Carson Qity the co disbanded. ooper, - M.ls M.lls and Holmes traded their 
outfit to man named Jameson who ca ·ied the nail fm that point to Sac 

H0 il:.mes and Coo:-:ier went to Diam -a 2:i±JC Springs 10/31/51 
pp 6-10 and 5 top. 63 

pp 87 to re 1858 

Cooper intends to work or Maj ors HlS sel and H1ddle. . as:-::s Col Ieters for 
a recommend (of P and " l of 1851) 'Pete - E: in with J HJ.bbard Hollister to 
send sheep to Ca com.n· ~sioned to buy sheep total 12,000 
25 h & m, 100 hd cat 22 men including the 3 pror,rietors cf whoIT'. Cbo1-:er one 

vi Santa Fe Trail 

I ~ X XX XX XX 

H~m D A ::haw :~11ADO OR._CALIFORmA AS A~, SF;El-! B? A 7'JO}T,:.;-sR 1 ~50-1900 
~ Ios ~Angeles 1900 313 
'---~ - __--:: ~ 

pp. \1-~ '1V" 

star'Lp. 7 w 4 others left fathers 
wgs and i hrss (_ 

home at :tvarengo, Ill 4/18·w 2 cvrd 

a fter arrivg CBs -- then a mil po st - nd 
by other cos of ov Es f m J. 11 nd 1,lli.. sc and 

i to camp on rv bottom, we er jd 
we er tb ~'.nown as Hild Fovers 

'E'.y: ' ' w .J DHardy of 1·is as capta in 
) .,.,.... Is d at · e · .pt to starnpeded by shakg 

cross Elkhorn by rope nd wg boats 
) · Is w~th recom~,ends one in black c 

lone tree there in 1850; -gone in 1 53 

20 wgs 
and tall plug hat 

> 
l 

no man perm5_tted to ride unless 
at lone try don life pre 0 erver 
·nany 1, Mo and Ark 

Ca s t l e .nd Chimney rocks 
acrGs of petrified forest 

sick 

on f not ???? 

after lvg lone tree, 2 ouples, one rr:an shoots another; chased, -:,ut on trial 
with Capt E ardy as judg me defense lawyer I secured both wr:,men as witnesses 

- for my client, who put- p- a- strong case against the supposed dying man, and I so 
far won the suit t ~at he verdict of the jury was that the prisoner be ta::en to 
FL and delivrd up to i l authorities t o be sent home for trial. 'Ih -'... s was done. 
At the fort '. ,e foun a party who hadknown my client in Christian ct, Ill, as 
a noto::-ious hor se +, hief and counterfei.ter. '.founded man sti ll alive, decided to 
leave the whol0 tfi t at the fort, While 1::g taken bacl( to tim States the 
prisoner rp.ad~ h · s escape bf re§:_Q_lling Fb 0 t Ieavenworth. Three yrs later I t:tet 
both men at gtown , w:'1ere they er partners in rung a bss. . When at FL in 
1853 I inq_ui a about the wor,1en, said both mar- ied soldiers, then at FIJr 

·ihile at -- !<i - rson , from Fl- had 10 men 4 wgs inc_1_uding Ir. Kirkbride 
Assoc . • lines of tv t o Cre nd Ca cve!'gd at t ;:is point, that 

from .t-fo a - Ark, by way of Forts I and K, and that from the i~:: , via CB s and the 
north bank oth P names ti,a t of C'en Fremont nd the large cross he impdnted pn 

' the miooth surface er written i,i tar and melted rubber 
Dr. K-·- dies from cholera after visiting DG had ,id us on lower P, - new nothing 

of his family or-address, onJ_y that he was fm Iowa lv wag :-m,§,., c • truct pa cksadls: 
based on vg observd Kit Ca::·son mending his at FL 
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) 
SP ?l3 I, 714 

and from Ore enland s 
a pew er takg the 

of SCO to SL and Ca 

small celeb with sh::ts, cheers, s · , ~ing of America 
Icy mt 
old ar by way of FH but er gg by 1.-1a t " way 

) 

? ????? 
715 decided to can on 

keep~ comr.ent znd -- ~;;:--~--.1__~_:;~2_:::~:.....:;.::;;..;;;::;,~~~~n-::--i:::f""""~::-:::-:-:-:'.:~-:;-:::::..:::.:;.::;:-;:,_-;-;-;:;::;::;:i:-rea n but leave us alone, no 
II 

0 ferry a few days at GR 

1B a small adobe here a southern rt f up the Ark rv 
the E road here-,_ 1 v 7 ll2 nd crossg the mts near 

journey 1853 begins p. has to do with taking horses to Ca 

he whole book badly injecting Fremont 

/ 
I 

I 

DERY OF JAMES H• 'ODWORT]: across the pls to Ca in 1853 
Lane Ct Hi.storical &.:>ciety-' Eu.gene, C regon 1?72 (" ( -1 

o~d oo. 
by Geo Bailey, :::rands on of E of same name. 
by Paul E. Bailey of Denver 

in a fi ne old family home occpuied 
~/oodworth a cousin- ."iary owned 

one of th mo t inte:r-st and l+w i tten accts of v ~,is dscription of 
adver;.;e qi reJ.1.rns under ch entries s o-ti ma o_der how they persisted in 

t"heir self+apptd tasks . . 
a :rg unmarried man nist vbn of educa tion and sensitivit y, sho'1-ng 

humorand compa ~s;j on ccmedies d tragedies 
' d i ff also in that the W- pa t y chose mules and horses to pull wgs 

ADJVE Iill?LACED DY REVISED INT 

he was for many years -G!a pl ain at t he ~ 
Q.ientj_n pri son ded 1904 3 

JW b r-isip 3127 l29 and_ wasL 
wrote when I could on~b a nk for 18 days soti I cd sit down upon the end of 
a··bo:x:, ·or on a- camp s too , and use the camp table -for a writing dest •• but 
often I had to site do on a bucket, or flat ,n the gr, face downward, rec ling 
on my left arm. - Soti had twilight, or a flic"-ering- candle; · or the -light of the 
camp+fire •• soti I wa cold , soti exhausted with fatigue, soti almost ready 
to fall asleep, and - s i- sick •• all--- things put tog 1 -acct for ·--the bad 
chyrography, blunders / of all kinds ... made copy for better reading, but kept 
orig-:na_A also /II thl:ise are remarks on the cor,y//11 

-r 
4/23_left S L with Ile _ Hummer on El PasQ for SJ- arrv S-J 29-th on 5 /5 ta.<e ...--- . 

.,...s.team.e.r Hondura s f or funsas whe re l learned 1:y teleg and lette: t hat Dr. 
po~ldson was We l a y at Weston at night, n:,xt day l~nsas /Landing? I went to 
Westport 4 mis out of K 5/9 purchase mules, 1 v t b broken 
'-=-

·s/16 w fllyself drivg wagon (the rest bg mounted on mules ) set out on r j •• the 
Dr. taking the place of general supt •• at Wesport pass state line 2 1/2 fm 
H camps from the baptist missi "n house 
5.18 tr now csists of 3 cos, each vg a wagon. F;:·st, M:sre Bowman &Overton, wi .. 
about 20 or 3·0 -fine ·horses, ch they r takg tc Ca on s ;~ec .• and mules, ch the 
men ride seccmd r co, :s:i:g: csistg of'. Dr. Donaldson and 2 sens, Mr. H;:,,ck 
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Woodworth cont 

and myself. we v 4 mules, 2 hrs s tent for 6 1·'hi taker, Reed, Ca ,.·t Fe J eff_.!::j,_e s, 
Watt, Ml.ck and myself r expected to lodge, the re sleepg in wgs 

more idtneifications of pepople and equi?I!lent //meticulous detail re 
items of equipment and food Turkish smoking tobacco demijohn nf best Old Bourbon 
this key, just in case of sf.cknes s 89X : f medicine fro drug store ch Dr. and 
Io1,,med in S L 

5/19 the Wrackalusa 5/20 Un:. on village 
5 /22 sabbath : hutning, fishing and bathing 
5/23 cant cross c.t lhion t own .• go t a Baptist His don, wait sorile more 
5/24 cross Jfinsas R on flat boat ·w pulleys to Catholic Mis don 

much stampeding of horses on a minor scale 

6/2 pa. s:::ed sev trs and droves of sheep one of ch was said to contain 10,000 
6/~--f'ort 7 cb seen in dist 7 1/2 miles 
6/6 perm fm Ca?tain )l(XRX Wharton to camp near the fort •. ace to the rule we cdn 
camp within 3 miles but as Dr. D and l+. B had become acq w Capt Won thei-r 
trip last yr we er perm tted to transgress the rules band of Araps to the ford 
6f7 had a fine swim i n t he- river scrosg to an island tte water bg too deep to wade 
pay d fine messe s of mutton for all hands 
6/10 ctnwd spr, t he most rooant:lc part of the Platte bluffs 
6/11 first fre "'h grave filred Wither 5/25 

6/13 in crossing the P turn over our ox wagon loa.ded w flour, while gg down 
the ban~ , 
6/15 ascended a lg steep sandy hill to the top of the bluffs and passg over a 
rough ct for a feu m::i.les came to A.sh hollow _ to get wood had to climb ar,10ng the 
rock and get what cedar we could 
6/17_ pass Adams and co of iJ..linois 
6/18 band of Sx of 100 or 2 car:ped op (R CR d not trade for pony 

·6/19 passed .a trading lodge kept by Fobidoux ' 'e arrvd SBs about noon and stop9ed 
near the top of the sprinr, ch ran down a shady ravine about .300 yards, to get 
wood & water / 
6/20 from a trader learned of some diffic ch had ocrd at the p-·ott with some 
oth Is rut I cant anntmp g in relation to it until we arr at the fort •. 
6/21 passed train of Rm/ et of ::I. ar fort 4 oc found we cdn crsoss the rv 
until Thurs there bg a gr many wg ahead of us who v the pref 
6/22 Mr. lliwman got his · ho::.·ses shod at the c· hop though at a hi price • • want 
.30. to straighten an axletree · cross wagons on ferfy //what happend to bridge?// 
Indian horses pani9 papoose landed on Terra fi nna. w/o injury 

6/2.3 at fort get pencil for 20c dv cost 2 cents in the states 
the difficult at the fort seems tvbn as v1 1/ -'-fos Indians seize boat, shoot at 
corporal w arrows info bg sent to Lunt the co a. co of 20 men dispatched to the 
spot who fired into the- Is k g .3 or 4 and wounding sev chiefs came t C · the fort 
the next day and had a t.alk. • but Es think they are not satisfied this as a 
band of Sx whose hunting gr ounds are o·n - the Hi-s souri river 
6/2 1~ bss at Warm Springs 
6/25 passed t he wg of a trader wll,e!'.e t he road joins _1_1.the H;_ddle Road II frw. L 
( t his east of Ia Bonte river ) 
'7 /1 _ men r eport mt sheep a n rizly bea.r kill sev elk 
7/5 1-ass IR where Es had a cele br the day bf 
7/6 .?£Dr m~et r e t ~ tr of Ca who er packg nd reprtd vg left Sac 5/25 
7/19 SP take a short cu t to c, andy, saves 15 or 20 miles 
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