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6/ 17 found sev fine :opri ngs today, one ch was in AH Is left acct sic:,:ness 
6/18 heard sor:e flyg re;iorts t hat the I s atts.cied a co in AH a few days 
since 6/19 6/20 Castle Rock Pre ston Yt, e diarea -·-
6/21 dea th of Fr:es ]test.on 1-bore · / /prob means fflooc CHR. • ke hike to same 
no of spectators among them 3 ladies who seemed to be ra ling all over the 
rock steps cut in it t},ous of names cd see CR BM oss No.6 'J?? 

j:Jd:± 2 other deaths here, one from accid shot, another lso of cholera 
6/22 opp CR, dont feel well wasting away verry fast 

6/23 came to a ::;rping some 7 miles from the Here lived a man by the 

0
;Y()-.. name of :1ubado who was tradg w the Is. bss gr ~~e·a1 of rk fat eh emigration •. 

u \J SBs the most fasc scene I ever beheld lixe l a r. :; city sev pea].~s or butes ch 
_ logk ve much like an old fort, as they v co1nm _ _9ing pos:i!ion like the ruins of 

some ancient city as pied by Bi::.·on or 8-iakes par. 
· 6/24 at furse c~ek t~-ains lyg w sickness •. Buffalo train said their co phys 

C
. i r, 'phisi can i! ad dfed at CE and 2 mo~·e died t 
~ 6/25 lay by to c onserve stock · 

6/26 to IR 6/27 cut down· the beds, t h r g grass nd water 
take in man seems to be a deserter 
6/28 H Tilley aced me, we struck off or the fort •. sold waggon for 20. to the 

r-:::\_ Pi.,neers + a co fm st. Louis rude affair for the ace AFC, but is now occ :¢ 
V by US, co of mtd riflemen here so aws and Is employed Q'/ AFC 

":h. 7 / 4 National Bi.rthday old, blt it was mi chre, Deer Creek 
/ 7 /5 We had a kegg of Alcohol w s, ch we tapped :resterday eavening r/.</ so 

that espl · explains why sun lon since up before we were in search of grass with 
a cople of sythes and mowed ev hundred lbs to carry with us 

.. 7 /7 wanton killingof B, lea v: ng the carcass Platte Upper Ferry 2 dro.m 

> 7 /11 C Churchill gave or de · to lighten our loads out goes bacon' : an anvill 
set of bs tools, guns l ea , 2 keggs powder, hatchets , aexes. Fe cashed theP.1 
all, except the baconk fe w paces above the ~pr 1.ng ('.•fillow) 

th b 1 ·t········ ·····1111111????? or e one e ow i . ...• 

7 12 Creasewo~d ek t o Sweet ',,fatter F. Pi oneer Line can ped 1 m below They 
r_ligh.tning gae 'to bs see mt sheep 

Carter, to take my wg to Sutters Fbrt; 
wgns . • Tucker, A. Greyhan & myself 

\ ~ --.-,,,;/7Ji-'i:h~~~(=-.;:..:;..;:.::::_=.::=_:=-=~~:2:::::::=:j--:::1.-1~e::· ~e~n~g;;ra ved ours 

wg n cd it db delivrd to us in Ca now harnesr,ed 
tr.e other, 3 bg all that belonged to our Joint 
'RYin Butes. • drove to FS dead animals all over 
Fldorado co diarea deaths continue 

7/26 swapping with traders, one J. Roleson 
7/28 unwell, to Bucker our co physician (or pretended t o be ) mt feaver do,se of 
calomel 7 /30 B,,re R. V 7 /31 CC with feaver t hird Div oth cbvt train pass 
~ 8/4 HC0 (Hedgepeth 1s 8/6 Is eating crickets, fixed sev ways 
"'-8/9 overtal:i:e the Cherokee train 8/11 into FH road · 7/15 - Coose C ?' writing 

gui.des tr,sell t o the Fl.on, but we had little faith etc. 
~ome u p with the Pioneer T-,-ain 9/ 4 came to pt wber the road leading to 

Feather River in 180 miles left the river •• quite an argument put it to a vote 
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TRANS t,;1;,..____ ___ 

}jabcxli;aJ;x 5/2 Larue Ct, KY heavy burden on my mind, preparg to lv home 2 or 3 yrs, 
~rid prob forever . nd must meet my co fm Aetna Furnace,- Hart Ct, i 'fucker, 
who was tb my cpan ac the pls to Ca, has come to assist me off erri.otional 
leavetaking 5/3 5/6 at Cloverport, on the_Melodian for SL arr 10th 
same day on the .ALGOMA for SJ 2 or 4 co die of cholera on the boat lv lS of 20 

5/21 St. J 4 die of cholera the new ones J:,shua &: riChard negro men of C. 
Churchill who had Ii 7 other s with him we arrvd here 17th death of Mr. Pepper 
ditto his brother •• bringing r co down to 16 (no:t ' counti ng the negroes) 
5 23 after funeral, take off passed some resoii.µtions. -. C. Qiurchill ilas pptd 
or proc aimrne S8e cap n . John fuste r ~ on master B. Buckner, co phys, 
and I was a ppt Clerk / _ _ _ _ _ 
5/24 two bits toll at tole at Wolf Creek ~ repay for wood and grass .• 
had been at war with Ps, C:1:tef s brothe~ illed, he in_distress no danger 
to us of Is ntwstdg the many horred tal s we had herd, 
5/25 ct nos rolen weather clowdy 5/27 BB -//some mis-spelling_ 

to LB __ Q. Chu!'chill encounters 
laden with B and bare skinni: 

paragr1.1.phing 
so on ahead of ;:i 11. 

- _Q_ 

----=-----~;,...-;s~la~v~s in pursuit of antelope 
- ~rny at 10 oc · some to pack ~ pwa:cds of 4000 

waiting for a circular saw 'B,.,o mis west we -
er eng in planting corn the prairies had bn broken 

as they 

more labor than 

'/5 Ned F.ed, n of C's slaves, cpl:ming verry much simptoms of cholera 
Bottom cove.re w variety of flowers of the- r:mst gorgeous kind 
6/7 Ned F.ed ot on the mend, cclude to lay by p-dogs hard to l:ill, everybody tri 
6/ 8 Ned Red o better, cdn start dies - ('32 rn.iles---west FK, 5th man lost to co 
// ounds 1· _e 7 coungint 2 on the boat// 
6/ 9 awful/ epidemic seems to be raging 6/10 joined by 11 from Quincy Ill (1 l~dy 
6/11 w~ a Ylington, a slave of Churchill 'sand myself, went off of the road 

fhin.¼i - we might be able to k some game no luck 
6/12 1t the ford party is split by storm one of Churchills boys name of 
Al e,· nder show strong simptoms of the cholera storm thr,:-aten the dstruc of al]_ 
crea ion all the medcinces on other

0

side oth rlver 
6 l wagons crossing like a nu of small boµ ts _laying at ankore. • dur~_ng the 
nite 3 or 4 of us took~uturns holding him .• 
6/14 death of Alexander n:eanwhil!Lmis B hu~ting a few days since it was repor+ 

'7°ed that a co of Cherokee Is had bnn attacted by the eppidemic and ad lost one 
t hirq of their co; t he disease proveg fattaJ,_ ip less t han 3 hours -
6/15 struck across to NF /lm.:er ford/ 
61//,16 find I enc with dead Is in their wigwam 
6 ' 
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ley 
inches 

ms diary 1345 written in pencil, ver7 j_ndistinct. 
typescript ( thank 1:;od ) qy Ibnna M. 11bj cik she says 

e trscpt oth 1 Pdiary, etc. this , .. ras f0und in the YUL 
discrps but Iv tried to the best of my ab t copy. 

changed some words, spelling etc but not thought nor idea. I v under · ed 
any word of ch Im not sure and lv to reader" discression 

4/25 left Henderson ct Ill cd on hank of Mi !",souri Hi veT 
4/ 26 crossed the Missoud River /missip 
5 1 on the Missouri River at St. Jose h on 
5/20 crossed same 5 21 crossed same all saflE over 
flno,,,i -sb i ng town · 65Q irihalJ c ?-'bsquito c 

.-- 5722 _jrl co at t he i:ibc IA 
·--;:22 tvg Sac, Fox & Towa ter at head of Wolf 

_ _2/31 crossed t:he big Platt river ? '.> ? 
f 

6/1 preaching in the aft 6/2 washday 
6/4 carr.d on sm creek head of Little Blue 
6/8 hose 9 horses 
· /13 lost 12 head of cattle kd n.d stolen 

Hills 

~ hing . 
!.J-16 a m. on t . -11issouri river ?·'"') 

> 18 cmd o:-:t )timx Platt river nr timber 
i-. , .._.9-L--- 6/23 repaired wagons •• catl took fri and ruin c xen and 6 waf_';ons and lil!l!rli 

S \~ l smB.shed 5 wheels and 2 axel trees ha to g 5 mis for timher 1:::ot: ing but red 

,,-

cedar prev day oxen run away and _ ip, ·led some 5 of f co "but not dangerously 

6/24 me t a trading co fm FL 
6/27 B in thousands 
6/29 to up ·er crossg of S0uther fork of Platte here we strike across her 
to the nf Sf is 1/2 mi in with ve crosc:ed a t the Ea gl es Nest. where there 
is 3 dr-.r trees, below the cro sing we crossed at or above the e Islancts 
6 . 30 tfiere are two croGsing below the above named crossing 

(camped a part, then 

u them b the blood 
of ~ lacksnake mis 

namec:i and ciate,. 1:::one ra~ crf,ossed dividing ridge 
8/5 struck little andy 5 mi below the- illd Bennette Trace po,1ltry 

cd within 1 ~here sta 40 men 200 head hrs ~ine, also cattle, Goats, 
If, and tra. rs traded for 7 horses and "~dns and e:<chang w s a g s o e lame 

8 17 preaches b: Rev :•il iarn Yendell / no e s 
" n ar·~va 1-845 , t aptist Home- _ . oarcl was - 4 

and was no missirnary 8/23 S 8 24 man missing 1/ Timonthy Lambe:'"'son// 
9/J EH her e we fa1md. T . -1amberson da~rs; J as+. aod noth ng t u. eat but roots 
9/25 FBoise 10/5 Grand Rounde 10/ 17 OJlumbia a beau river 1021 wrote wife 

LIST OF NJ\l·'.!?S T.I\YE !\f Fi-: FINDLEY DIARY A': OF JUNE 11, 40 m after crossing LB 
·i.ita;r:s 47 "!. inclues 1,!m Case Courntey ¢;t_ Cornelius Tu.vi:=:: Gr'"ffith 
Gallahan wm Hi.wks Eh1ore i~er Cnarles !i!.rtin .bseph M)ist, /o:'fi er/ 
Jacob ?,,mear.ico John ~c ·tt St-,ethoffs Talentine Isaac Wheeler et~. 
John 7\. Cou:·tney . • // of the JaI:1.es officers///??? 
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6/9 the lofty colu.mn of Cl . irnow bf u s r,w.k c side . trip to the fuck It is 
not unti J. !-le has ascendd the !nound to the base of the-' shaft that he fully 
appreciates its vast extent and grandeur. An indescribable sensation of awe stri 
kes the beholder and he can arcUy persuade hi•ns elf that this stupendous tower 
i the same that he has been from the plain at lea~t 100 persons up there 
carving 1 / describes a slight tilt/ I think fund CR may 1 b reckoend amonc the 
greatest nat curiositie·s on the continent gr storm, window of heaYen _open 
6/10 pass thru a most beau gap or valley for sor.1e 5 or 6 miles at t,he head of 
the vis a deep "canon" in ch are sevTine springs · and a plenty o0 cellent 
dry cedar wo od Here h a low log housein ch is a bss dwelFng d f'toreroom 
At noon we ardved here and enca:nr,ed for the day washing and d ying out load 
6/11 the gap or pass of the bluf fs where we er enc yest is a s t beau spot 
and the scenery is extrer-ely ,..,- -romantic and pie / / more -ds ri:pt i on of SBs 
see distant peaks of the PMs emoti ons overcome · smooth a tur npike to Horse C:.. 

6/12 Chpt Stewart left us t ~,is mg to go t o FL violent a il stonn 
6/13 An outrage 'J._pon thee: Is has bn cmtd neaT t n.is pla e that calls loudly for 
redress. The bodJ of a chief deposited in o. tree t o' near the roadside has been 
ta~-cen down b .. ' Es and stripyed of its robes ornament 1,,e approached the 
".,lsaching rem::. ins but er greeted with yells and h -- s from the Is ccealed on the o 
opp side oth rv A man -who d rob or d j sturb the -a d deserves death and the corps 
bg- that of an I is no palliation for the crime. 

about noon -reached FL thj_s sta i I be ow.n~_d b.f the AFC squar.~ enclosg a court 
yard and pound for stock. This wall of bld ctains quarters for the men otfics 
workshops st'erehouse stables &c _ at the co e r ~ a r e square watchtoers 100 c 12 
5 sq on the outside and s ane 12 or 15 fee t i n hei ,:,ht except one place in- ch there 
are 2 stories . w~lls 3 o:r 4 f~et thick cl the bldgs r cfortabl and subtantial 
l~ had so,ne ox shoes made here 50c ar,ie and 5 c for nails cost of shoeint an 
ox 5 . or_ 6 ds The agent_ sends letters the states at 25c llC~e: ea Our stay 
at the fort was sho:·t (about an hour nothi ng to detain -- -

IJru!led beyond the f ort is a burying t here are sev graves most of them 
. i th snall wooden enclosu·:·es arou them but no inscription (with a single excep+ 
tlon) to teli their names or wh -- they died. There was a rude vault or tomb 

_ b.ti lt of adobes upon c er sev: skulls and human bones. ~trange as it may seem 
these human skulls er coirfd , names of those who had passed along the road. 

Some men seem to v a pas sio for leavg c1,heir names where they dan be seen. . but 
never bf on-a huma skull 
6/14 BHs steep place r q 11ire rope wgs down mt sheep horns Is staying away 
frov FL acct cholera a_ smallpox thrm-raways wgs for 10. sugar on1y sca-,ce 
;'/H:i6 catl getg sore f oted grassha pper that makes a no5_ee like a ratlesnake 
6/19 a buffalo righ t t hru r camp passg ·betwee --- 2 wgs at noon 6 soldiers from 
Fbr·t Childs who had bn in pursuit of some horse ttieves who as they passed the F 
had appropriated of - llicle Sams horses 

6/20 M- Ferry 30 miles above crowded and Rl r rafting over in 3 places___jetween her 
and there c uded to build a raft and ferry rss across bf nite 3 ctnwd canoes 
22 ft long uled canoes ~up. the -rv, procu00.e another secureg __ by cross timbers 
and a steer · g oar we swam oxen over 3 crossings for 2 w11ggons. 
6/23 -pass · ferry bss not crooed as much as _r _eported at carr: p another co burie 
a member, a n invalid w liver cnlaint he had started out for his health 
6/25 \[. r ow Spring captain s~ys 1 not serve further, h"s ti.me vg expired 

> 6/26 JR a scended to one c f sum:•li te. of IR it has two 6/27 D. 
7/3 no in SP but th~ trvr cnn tell when he is at the grst altitutde tomorrow is 
to be t he scene of the trial of a man who robbed and murdrd his comrade. They ad 
bn packing together McGee (an I trader) pasd just bf we bt,c:,k¼p 
7 /4 discharges of firearms frm the diff encamps on GP. FIIUS ~thank- gcodness) 
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ferred to a well 40 feet deep in ch he was told themurdrd Ms had bn interred. 
a 1000 head of US .Army catl had wintrd near here. 

As the co approached SJ heavier traffic was noted. 11 Ifoarly all the wgs 
had the names of owners and place of departure." On April 24 bf reaching 
ST the co spoke to a Mi ch co /a pp the Delos Ashley party ch had lef1:; Monroe, 
Mich, 4/4/ 'lhe S- part7 arvd at s:S-4J29 - 11The most eligible place on the 
frontier as a starg pt for a tr a cros s"'Ehe pls. 11 'Ihe SJ ferry was crowded all 
day. Here begins rumors of cholera ahead. • w fr equent menti n of fresh graves 
11 so many er yg men." Hgs er scatrd a distance of 20 mis on oath sides oth Mo 
and w nearly ev st in the Ure¢ •• His party er using a u,. surveyors rope for 

.,recora j ng di stance. 
11 

On on / oth G 
The party arr at Republican :ark on May 21. 

/ / / now I am on my o,.,m/// / / 
5/20 one co still missing 85 head they shd 
murdrd b7 P s co of U S Lragoon passed this 

up mssing man bed 
for F~y struck the 

~publican Fork of Blue River 
5/21 from a hill ctd 150 ox teams 

V" 

1 

5/22 along RFBP. a few days a go jd by 4 wgg fm ~iggsville with 13 men ~~/ 
r co now numbe!'f' M men and 13 waggons one m. o e G- wgs i s an apparatus 
to tell the distance tvd by the no of evol ions of the wheel 
5/,23 we left the Blue F..iver this ms ant e o s skim over r fly rather than run 
5/24 5/25 R,rt Olilds stands on the n :&arie near the P..iver a he h ea d of 
GI There is t quite a cluster of l ow; lds built of so~d some er workshops same 
qua~ters for the men _stables & t he rtifca not yet cpleted wrote letter 
soldiers stationed here soon tb mov d to Oregon 

26 take river road acct traffi noble and majestic beyond dscrip 
but Fre mont says unf' i or navi ation 
5/27 5/28 opp i de oth r:-v s bluffs upon the dope of 
ch a lon.P' tr of white wg~ ch f o· the u er trail road bef and behind us 

i ned with waggons encarnprne t s herds of cat tle far D. s the e ye can reach 
5/29 at noon 6 teams load with B :m:Joe:s skins eport nearly 3 000 war:gons 

e '.:een h ere a nd F L . t a l a r mg f ears of sufferg 
B eported to be all on other side oth rv 1/4.,,~ 
5/30 5/31 6/1 p-to shot 3 or 10 oth occupants antelops ~ resembles veni 
son but more juicy "ke ct co ahe9.d sad /, disaster in pu1'sug B s:,ot his horse 
through the nee. He ell dead and came near klg his rider saJ hrs c outrun B 

6/2 Saw the 
this i s the 

arrived at the ford cw Densmores co Pike ct 

3 2 men Densr,, re co near d:rowning naked, had guns and clothes tied fell in 
a deep hole one on island near chill to death 

a t 10 o 1 m.; a moft beau l romanti c gap in the bluff ½ounded 
on ea side a steep ano :i:-ocky y wall ch ;n soF.e pl,?. ces is liteTally covrc1. with 
1.-rild roses 0 1.; in bloom _, etc enc of Sx at the r,,.outh 7 or 3 lodges app superior 
to Is nea SJ rer1ort recent fight w R: latter c?efeated and er :l.t not for ta:1::ing 
shelter in t · of wag::ons fm Mo d vbn all killed Castle :?.ocks 
6/6 pring_ creek a sh dist abov t} je crossg st2nds a soJj_t:iry cottornwod of 
~:i_gantic size 7 or 8 feet in d:i_ameter trunl:: is hollow and f.El so:;,::: •.:a~•: ,:ents and t 
tlw sr::iEcll I j1J.('1ged it ho.c". been used fo:- e.. cer.1tsr 0 .r l)y the Is lY:::1y •;;, brar1ches 
6/7 gr_gf man dd yest of pulmomry cswnption 21-:- from Mo nwre fatalities than 
o.ny other aee group The CH CR like a small pole 
6/8 2 _ or 3 hr side . trip to the CB 5 benches or steps _ near on the eastern side 
is another V ("; large and curious rock . no.mes well preserved frorn 1849 now 50 or 
hO here busily employed~ith their butcher lrnives ;:,randeur 2 or 3 \lrs here 



IJune 29th 1850 /// at &mt Pass see next letter/// 

!

Dear Companion: After we lefte the fourt I had an atack of 
but I took medicen am bout well, only a litle weke. 
W ad to _s t~y at the R>a!'.i_4 days watin to eras he olat good 
Fourte . A er we crose v som of r copa.ney hase ben nwell. 
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Bilius feaver 

health up to the 
• George Fandel 

e is not so meney graves up 
~~ a day was 13 .. 21 in 

-states unless they 
e.y 

-ri,----=___,_r.6~~1;--...,., .--..,........:~..+e up to 22 you to form idea of the number 
on the road. Thare is a gra e tpass by without giving thare names. 
A grate f"_eny companeys gave no :nt of thare dead at the Ebarte 
men 34,376 women 561 c'r.ildren 6S3 gons 8056 horses 21,212 mules 7/';77 
oxen 24,334 cowes -J,776 - -deaths 

- Dear Companion July 29, Salte - __ _ 
George RAndel is gg to stay h Phili y Schuyler toke sick the 16th he cr:mplined 
for about a week, ang to go worse, and had the direa and it turned to the 

-----13_lud~ f].ux. He died the th we got a cofen for him and sroud and we ~e~t on 
7riiIIesto the city and i ed him in the !M grave yarde in a pa.rte for the 
emagrants; he stated he ished to meat his frs in heaven 

We got to the val 25th !'r.Junq__most of tv had gone SCO so we toke the 
Salte Lake Rode ••• 

my _advice t o frs is not to come to Calafornia by land 

Dear Lavina an children Golde Springs Oct the 3 1850 
':ee all got t re the 18th September (the miries ) varey tierde of travling 

e r in the Black · ls , was sick a few ·a ays, and on this sioe of 
:i,arrhea and was sich 3 or 4 days -. - The r -este i' the 

--=r~o:--;;a:--;:;r----i'---'td=--i:::-::~-:-::::,-,- - -'---

a daingerus place ro-r ·1ate emagrants: on top of this 
was a n· : o:<' mn nd wmn starvd todeath. 'Ihey ware to late in geting in 

mow fell deap so thaty cdn travle 
T e mines are no what I 0xpect It is a 1.1.i lotery The most of the 

ema¢:'ants to this s eason 1 ey had the money would go h ;·-me 

l -- - more lett ers-: Dia.mo~ E:prings 

X 
~·lilliam T. Stackoole Pekin, n1 · ois April 9, 1849 
-ound noteboo - ab ,._.,.7" marbe · zed- boards 
~~~f_,J.~-Dumebody copy e following: 

AN UNRECORDED D O A TR AC THE 
A DAY BY DAY J OURNAL CPR.ISI NG 
ink. 

F PEE CT ILL TO G1IBEH R-::VER IN ·-1YOMING. 
i20 smaiTTto pages, written leg_;_ bly in -:_ 

The Co, apparently f or m am ong residents of central and western Ill gather- a 
at B.. ttsfield in F.i.ke ct for the starting point. Ieftt P- 4/1+/ and crossed te 
river at Hannibal and thence across northern Mo toward ST. It is one of the 
few diaries to describe northern Ml rout e in 1849. At ilil1atin the diariest 
alludes to an uprising ag the Ms where some of the Stints er slain; was re+ 

-I 



800 teams crossed at this poi t. There is some d 
to stand gard last nite for the first time 

I send you a goalde ringe I wish you to keap to I return 
Tell Eliza and :: arah to be good children 

theroad. 

94 

He had 

Lupe Fprke, Hay the 4th, 1850 Dear Lavina We saw a n ber of Is on the 
road rut we:m: rut mrlxmcx have not had eny tr w e , bJ.t wee have to 
stande garde every ni te. • H3e are 100 mi :::'m the Miosara i ver 'Co numbers 22 
wagons and thare is about 80 men. ~Fr:::-=a~n~k~li=·~n~ ~K~i~n+-~=--C.f-=-~m~um~=--s but is geting 
beter. • \'hen I get to Fburt La:r eme I will wright y. u againe. . :rllox:rmt·-x 
there iE little truth in surcalation ahout stories, ch as a thousand yoake of ox 
oxen dead at that plase ( SBs 

The I s v robed a fiew men that t hey v cou ht a a lone 
7 or 800 but t he foreman old us t liat 1052 had cr. sed this 

. I last ii stated 
at this f a rev 

// mo river crossing was J.'iay 
dear companic,n--

Foart Larami e /June the 18th 1850 a fieu 
at present .. we v had a number of storms. 
on the 29th we stoped and wash our clothes 

let you knos that I am well 
had varey good luck so fa!'e. 

On the i;ttk 4th it rained the moste o night and our cattle got frifhtened 
and runaway. • the run over one man bu did not hu t m. • in the morning 
we found that 39 were gone. . hunted 3 ay s and found 18 

I got t:::, the road 12 m:i.les below r, camp and came tc• the campes of a companey 
cals the Wisconsin El.ues and staid a] ni te with them •. a c ompaney brought in_l4 
of our' oxen The "Blues loste 60 f thare catle the same night we Joste ours, 
andanother company loste a 100. • d broke Y' wheals Our catfle was founde 
50 miles back 

Frankling is better now 3 g ayes about 6 mis fm the fort James Cox of Van 
Buren ct, Iowa d 6/7 

I have not saw as much timb I left the Bluffs,_522 mis, as thare 
is on ,e Townshi we had to hall wood with us a g part 
of the time ch we mixed wit}1 B c::1i s k make f ire 

Thare is some varey oara raphing whatever i n ol'ginal, solid/ 
some of them, at a dis tan large St atehouse 

He got to FL ttis da Hear the Fb n t he ss ot h P.v comes t o ether. It is 
suposed that 7000 wagon v past the forte this srping; the moste on the north 

e i no s e is ay 1ea:r e was a man found in the river frounded 
'lhey pulled him out hole in the sand and buried him. T:>i:l. s is a place to 
see the olde wagons nd irons scatered over the bcRS land 

They/ the f or/ are 500 strong. They v a few houses i and a dmtch dug 
around the forte. I t is a plesant lookinrr pl a ce 

f eel it my d t y to fo the adv of Grandmother Beck eney man goen to Calafornia 
shdv a g stock o religion on hand and then he must be earful or he will lose it 

1_.Tilliam Wilson 
f bf' he getshre 

since the ave I v recd a list of the number of emigracion this Spring up 
to the 19. W delaid we cross in the morning men 32037 women 484 children 
472 wagon!:463 horses 20684 mules 6688 oxen 20493 cows c980 deaths 81+ 
mostly cole y ss - 5.ver--

_,_///wa ·, a minut~s, believe it-is-the same i-n.lliam Wilson, c mpare dates 
anp 1,an Biren county ••• 

L q;- .-2- t- ,-, -,-
2

- -]-: -i--:;u-d 
~ ------- ~ 
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10/22 t ake left hand road leaving Pit Eiver (Calif from Oregon) 
LETTE:S.S FRC:M CALIFO?~Lil. 1/6/50 sou fork of feather river 25 miles from 
l .ong8s trading_ post & 16_ miles _ _"VJ? B:Ldwells T:1 11/14 ~ather Ri. ver I0I•:_nes 
at longs "rading lost t errible sufferings et -'. 

X X X XX 

.A CATALOCHIB c::F MANUSCRIPI'S I N 'I'HF COLLECTION OF ~-FEST , PJ{ AMERICANA FOUNDED BY 
HILLIAM ROBERTS',:N COE. YALE UHIVBE. :=:ITY LIBF..AF.Y. COHpiled by Ml.rch C. 
Mary C. With ngton ( New Haven, :Ille University Press. 1952 x · ,; -
398 pp. 10.) 

524 Frederick W. furnard Cum rland, Mi 3/22 49 

On Board Steamer Pa ris ~ cy 4/1/49 

West 
get 

Iouis ~i-x---134~ 6 evthg arr anged t omorrow a part of us r tart 
leave SJ you must no -expect a letter bf the last o.f EBpt. 
send a letter by any of the l-s bound for the State ~. 

St. Joseph May 6, 1349 in camp no roaches todistrub at midnite • • • 
our 1ft ca.ptai..-:- -fil ing up -r -wagons with trash - "/. Le. grindstone, c;u:~de _ to 
California, lots of loo'.:ing+glasses 

f or t he 
if 

Over 5000 persons will cross the plain from this place old new and young -
married .men with their wives and children, some at the breast, _s:Qile just large 
enough to walk, some half grown, and . tow and then a maid of sweet 16 I never 
saw such a looking crowd before YankeeB from the east and planter fromthe 
south suckers from the west and Frenchmen from~ Canada some wear long 
hair and some }lear sp_ort some have whhiskers and no mustacioa, and some ave 
mustachios and no whiskers some have military pants and a homespun coa~ witn 
one peak? and others have one boot _and one shoe no two are dressed alike 
There is more drunkenness and gambling and rowing than the? eve 1 r thought of -

nightly, robbereis are comrnitte in town - no murderi= ass yet blt they must follow 
such profligacy - large numbe:'"'s are-· returning home, having staked their last 
din:e, their mules, provisions, wagons, and even heir Rifle and bowie - the gar, 
blers are making a rich harvest fifty dollars is no uncommon bet on the "rolet" 
but then all this wont interest you so I will talke about something else. • 

A number of lew Yc:,rkere are cam-:-,ed just around us, and they mal:e lively 
tunes every night. 4 pp 

Next letter is from M~ryville february 29 nothing re overland trip 

Co·.mcil Bluffs may 18 ~ 
Iowa (Business Corner) 
to cross 1k came tot 
it has 8 

Xxxxxxx 

IGINAL LFTTERt· FROM TIB PLAI NS AND THE DIGG:::NGS L I l 
the previ •Iir~iam Wilson ????? 

pts with editorial corrections by? 

dea:r companion µn to Lorina 1.·!ilson, Van furne Cb, 
arriv d1 at the Bluffs this day .• 100 teams a wating 

town of Cainsville yesterday, it is a small place but 
I expect there was a 125 teams in town. Thare has a bout 

I 

-I 
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one waggon upset, 2 t ngue s b:-oken one wheel smashed; sundry bruised & c-ashed 
heads, black eyes, pounded & swollen backs, shoulders & arms, which /with/ a 
ltl att fm the Dr. & csid lineament soon became sound 
6/21 ,Btlr. \.J and Mr. H nd I hathed in the P 6.22 enc near upper ford 

·---6/23 double teams and raise l:oxes above the boulsters 
6/25 to Horth Tork i edge of bluffs •• series of broken peaks & revenes down 

O'l,A- & thru ch we had to decend to reach th river flatts .. we cmncd r decent gx by a 
sereies of gra<l decendg hills till the Ash Creek v was but one hill more below 
us, down ch we left r waggons by locking all 4 wheels. Then the sand bed of the 
ck was r road for 3 miles .• cpd mouth f AH 
6/26 bath in P at noon. • Elk- along the road today i:,any graves ,. 

........__ 6/7 ___ I woman buried in a triee •. a revoltg sight t 0 me 

6/28 c opp noted C HR J.'!usso_ui toes and Ni.tts blots us ve eyes and ears 
swollen 6/29 hve Ch beh nd us, but the object of attract·o with all of us is t 
celel:rl CE •. v snecimen of the marl 
6/30 fill water barrell as we dn touch it ag for 
7.1 Sabbath visited blu~with Dr. Wells pf getg the first 

efimpse of t fie Bl a ck Hiil1; 
7/2 fine bathe in the Platte this eve 

' 7/3 camp opp Fort Barnard , _ mis f m Ft. Larramie. ••-4-~~:,__.:!~......,......,. ··\7/ 4 grand celebration of address, read declaration · 
then marched to the Hall, formed by 'rung the wag n in 2 rows, far enough apait 
for the covers to reach from one to the ther, & thus forming a fine hall etc. 
Menu~ ·'lasting commenced, 1randy runs out, dis s ted dancg by moonlight 

7 /5 to FL purchsd b the govt 
_ o e r and encd in tents around it . 

.,..... the L want 100 to 120 for horse give u 

U S troops ·in occupation 
camped at the mouth- of 

o Hot S prings 
7/12 Lower Ferry, at the mouth of Deer reek •• ferry across on a craft of 
8 canoes fastened toget w poles & pe 7/17 Upper ferry 
7 ~on ch I wrote my name in lg tters 

--gJ]___ cross the identical twin mound ch form _the SP v placed sample of the 
--:;f."'o--:-r:::-m-=a-::.t::.i-o-:-:n- o-zr--=hi-:--. -s-pa_s_~-~ - 1:--. n-m-y~t.:-r--~-f------==---.:._ 

8/4 rea ch a GR after overnite m rch 
8/12 Mr . Seym:;ur is dead f vral by Mr. Ibbart 8/15 HCO /ch had just been 
opened up 8/25 where the R i sues frcm the mts the FH road uni-tes with the 
cutoff & the road from SL Oregon. • John root leaves to pack • meet 
:·-r. ottaway an old trade 8/29 me with mt fever 

DOVN H- to BLAC~::-'.TIJNE D 9/10 r capt 1-:ii:rn decided to take Lawson 's Pass thru 
the mts //crosses the 1· mer Henge.just s of Ca-0::·e boundary 9/16 learn that 
there is a middle ro e ch leads tc the head of Feather Ri 0-er //the 'Jruckee rt, 
wch was the most di ct// death of woam w 5 ci1ildren, Hr. M,ore preach / /rt 
fi ally chosen was t he Lassen or Lawson CO .. left H- at the grat bend, ran west 
across the Bl8.ck tone desert, nw to -C-0 bndrJ.ine, Lassens Pass; skir southern 

ke, !'o;;th to Pit river, thence across Sierrs to 3i. i_:; Marsh and 
her R. • bot;1 0, and pass were ac disc some two years prior to 

Lassens adve by.Jesse Applegate in 1846 came to be· dubbed the Death :oute, 

l
and few fo it after the early part- of 1849. tho Di.stunnelles E's Guide (I\"Y 1850) 
announces t with enthusiasm 

1 01! LAS ' CUTOFF ACROSSTHE DESERT AND C VEP. Trl."S SIEP.Ri\.8 
DO'\:N - SIERRAS AND ·mo THS SAC V 10/12 relief train sent ont by O:w P 
Smith w drove of beef cattle. • vote to dissolve still 330 miles from 8.J.tters, 
division of the property H/utchinson/ '. cL/ellan/ and self drew a team and wgg 

J together and sh trv on r own hook 10/16 to Coose Lake 
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Theletters from Ca desc the res oth j to Ia.ssens 11/S, life in mines etc. 
nd his ret voyage and il'_ness /Chagres fever/ 

L ::i id in the j is a typescript :;etter t c EE fm Elihu ibot sayg that .bhn Fbot 
son of /ti Benjamin is his second cousin, both grands cns of -.hmes Root 

The j s and letrs are bg edited by J S Holliday and 1 b E)Ubd shortly O yeah? ) 

TRANSCRIPT / 
7INTRODUCTORY7 Wm S- b -1821 md Sabrina 1e47 d 1904 To,mg mm NY 
near M.agara Falls 

JOUii.NAL OF ROUT TD CAi,IFORNIA FRCM NY H'J-E IN YOUNGSTOWN (liiE1·' YORK) VIA BUFFALO 
DETROIT CHCAUGAP, ST LOUIS & H,.,DE::ENDENCE COMliENCNG 11, 1 .349 

~il 11 commenced pack ing .• long eentimental r e left home with Mr. Bailey 
ano, Mr. Roots to .Buffa low • • had lik e e ta.ken & cased and send to wife 

'-

4/12 steamer Arrow for Detroit 41_14 } n Det r i~ city 
4/20 in Chicaugo Ri. ver. • secured pasg on lil nal 
4/22 arri_ved leru 11 and took pasg for SL on _ e Avalanch 4/24 enter L issip 
and at 3 ar:,vd ;',L lodgings at Missouri Hate ; poor house, plenty of bed bugs 

A,12.6 eng pasg to I on steamer Amelia 4 0 pas11grs help haul wood 
5/2 2 doctors in the Michigan co vbn sic · for 3 days 
?/3 t Upper I Landing board take pe ~ rmint & laudanum 
5/4 v ccluded t o take r pasg w-Mr; Whi e whogoes out w oxen, - pasgrs 90. 1 for 
the Pi !'Ile Line i ull 
5 5 c~olera raging ~l;.,,,,::i=n=s ~t~e~ad;;-_~~r....,:_...:.,...,:..;:.;.::.;:.:~:::::~.:.;.~:::..;=.._-=:::~~~::-:'":~~~ 
wa on ch we ann. a r. Lor 
l S--Waggons . oldsmith says 
months provis ' oning by paying 
this prop •• tne Co has- 200 v 
Goes in reg mil org, does not 
// one large tent for e,very 

5 l L Dr-. _ l mer -is dead lfr. Nichols, attend by Mr. Carr, Co phsyc ·-
start w firt / 2 wgns: Ba iley and .bhn ~ot vg the bgg, and myself 
Dr. ¼el-ls and McClea nna theother- or mess wagon 
5 /16 to I where 3 hrs or shopriing. • r wagon reg numbered 
5/19 death 1-!'-~ - .lires rain; oi l clnthP.s 

ai ey a nd D:. 1)ells are the fine ,,.t cooks. • toda:r officers oth co r tb 
ol0cted for 3 m:::n a co from NYC w mule te "ms nearby, giYe serenade 
5/24 to M!.crukie • I named Logan has estab a grocery 
5/27 v t ctv on e Sabbatb nn acct sickness on the route 
5/2g death Mr . yon to tp (uniontown) 11 1- 1/2 mi frm Kanzas fer:q 5/29 cross 

1
par _ , ferr- en sake on e_ ot ehri scows 

6/1 6/2 t ake do se of rheubarb 
n r '. _reak as kitten frm not eatg 

6/10 l et er sent to SJs by a B robe trader /never recd/ one of the Plymouth Cb 
accid s ot thr ugh knee _I /G:~ ldsmith says it happend on Platte, left at FK 
6/11 0 _ide of iron and composit i n tea 
6/13 cd 3 m f m FKey__:6/J 4 sfo oo at F f 2 hrs- to get info ccern--g rout 
6/15 6/16 B s i gnal .. B's wind proved the best 
6/17 ·,..re nt swimmin swept down • swim irith- the current .. s ::cme ford for B 

1 Zlwri ting very voluminous, nc µding the lett er , ma · nlv r epeti tioqs/7 
side tri p t o examine scenery- an vegetation and animal and bird life 
6/20 think past the forks •• B hunt more succf •• loaded with B ,eat, ch we cut t 
pieces & hung along the sides of r waggons, on he reach, & along the tops of 
the covers .. tremendous hail storm walnuts to goose eggs saddles over heads 
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6/13 pa.seed CR climbed up the side and cut very high up on East side 
~s passed over gap in ::3luffs. Good spring E side of the gap 

passed 2 small wet weather creeks and Horsehsoe Creek. Busby elected 
guard officer and I relieved 
6 /16 Lf 10 o I c Nooned near fort many mule trs abandnned_. \./'gs nd packed. 
Passed govt train co.nine / 

1.ghten loa oy throwing out bacon 
6/ 18 25 mis visited Ky camp and became acq w sons T. Hillis 

7/3 sea (not 
7/4 ferry 
7/13 to SS 

·owned yest 
e on to M crossing. bss 

cross wagc0ns all over by dark 
about sundown 
ox teams 

o grass, a sprig of cedar, and ~, rose fm base 
e eood supper 

perry 8 pwg 
cmmenced crossing 

ed us at noon came ' ver dividing 
g road first rate ~-

Ch~t i Grant treated to a cheese 
_ .... _-_-.:.~'7~, ~;r. _- ~~~;---~;;. ~, _-:::i'h:.., _-..:".:,,;::':,::7:;:~:_~_-..:::c"'r~o~as;:Ie~aiv2he~-s;--:t~r,~_e;;-,r;;-;J.;-,n,....---!:::____.::_ __ 

reports of Califor:iia flattering 
nite buried him this mg 
of I, si ot hi~ lfor stealing ox 

8/12 to Desert stretch 
8/15 Salmon 'Irout R:i ver 8/16 lbt fprings gnc last stretch of Desert 
8/19 letr to wife by packerR to sutters 
8/20 ss ST and commenced tvg up 8/24 hdwtrs of ST rv passed remains 
of ca in where Ilmner family perished in 1846 found stump of ladys saddle 
8/26 2 Eichrnond teams a Old Dominion out of provs •• to hdwtrs of Yuba 

__ -U,'"""--7 let wg down with ear River 8/30 start prospect and dig 
nor .i'.l :or_, end p. 29 tt 

~ -
) 

XXXXXXX\ 
AT 466: William Swain - -j- o-'." .. an ov tr fm Youngstown, NY to Feather RLver V 

4 11 to 10/311849; -o · letters writn to members oth fam while en route, at the 
digt.:, · s he re j by Panam to NY L~/111 :49 r/. to- Jmuary 31, 1851 
2 vols. i.e. 168 pp and 33 letters and docs 113 pp 15-17 cm w/tt 273 pp. 
transcribed- and edited by .. Edward Eberstadt 

Wm 2wain, w frs Frederick A. Bailey,- M.chael Hltchinson, and John !bot, left his 
home in Youngc:town, NY to j th Eion f gms of Ca 12 . letrs to wife, Sabrina 
4/ll/49 t.o j/28/51 11 to his bro George 4/13/49 -to ll/ll./50 5 to his mother 
Pati ence 4/22/4q to 8/ i 7/50 to all the fam 11/6/50 letr to mother and sister 
1/31/50 plus 1 ~0 her letter and stment re mines. 

~he j nd .letrs .dscrib _in q_eta]- j fm ystn_ by the lakes_ to _Qhi, . SL and I; preps 
fo lov j and the start with the \.blverine I'tingers, May 15, by FK, SCO, HR and 
Lassens cut-off to the :Feather River "\alley, when the j brea s off on Oct 31. 
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judge. 

D reocrds ins~ detail j f camp near I 5/3 on the San Fe road, acros s r s 
rv and the Blue to F K and the P. • ~,CO to FH ; 7 /1 Calif T by H~ an 
Truckee Rivers to the mines on the nf Bear River 8 31. Soon after leavg i 
r they jd an mdiana co and elected officers .. o July- 4 ·camped near the 
Charleston Charlestown /va/ Co. 

5 1 xpected to set off toda for Cab of Milton's sickness nelay --:;L..;:;_~=--=-~=--=-=--:~-:"-=-=:--::~_..__::;..;;:.=_.-=~~--=-::._:::..::.::..~=-= 
5 di sc ~- had the smallpox •• pa in camp 
5 /3 left r camp at ~ r. Ralston's down Santa Fe road. • we w/ mules 

- ne ed help in getting-out of muck --------

.... 

5/4 Georgeia and Flroida teams nd much diffic in getting up the hil1s. ~ 
Dominion came on smoothly 

515 backtr-:cked · t o ,I to look for letrs andpurch articlw fnd I in panic on 
acct cholera •• recd lette from Dr. Knox 
5/6 uneaf'iness about cl1 1 a dns mallpox 
5/7 waded Bi[ Blue •• . 1 t Jackson at_ Mr. Lipscombs cholera ;ravagg ca,:_ps 
/ //henillll.bers camps, bu that doesnt help anyting//// 

_5/ 9 nooned_ at Ione cp Bull Creek J~ckson came up 
· 5 crossed Wakaru cholera dying away 

a.a Dominion passed on smoothly at :£ river found about 
Pack mules ahead of us •• bot pony of I 

5/14 rain, in p appreh about Is 
5/15 more 1~Jai , acct weather and Iernandez sickness 
5/16 hauled ver by ox teams pass Cttholic I mission 
5/18 3 grv and person digg the 4th all well xcep H- and !-

- 5/19 make r ts to joi n and T ndiana co IO o- and 58 men 
1 org r itchett of I nd i ana called t o chair \~ads of 

maste r of uard to each one 

dog supposg it to be a B 
load 

leave hdwt!'s Blue -

-, . 1 e n-r, uc_r-.f 

gg to Ca no childs rl-'.ly 
com·tmartia.led i3,nnah and Safran for 

folly nd crossed sfP 
on ns groan and fmn waggon broken dovn 

3/4 
fui x natio 

L-_.-:,~:---'.:~=-...,,...""""'~-=-=-.Lfr.--"--'I.U<-' ....... ~-....,_,_~:....=~~c...:.J.i!-.:::..~ ....::..;:::...::.:~~~~:__.:;:...-.!!;::::->"-e 

Bluffs 
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6/4 up v 8 mat h ead of ch is a tradg hs by one Hubideaux who has a Squaw 
for a wife. The scenery up this v has bn m varied, novel & interestg than any 
I ever saw in so short a time and space. At this pt is a BSS :im cnnec with 

' the house, at ch place we got one of r oxen shod .• saw for first time a tr o 
·t 16 waggons other side 0th rv, fro CBs 

6/6 reach LR. noon 50 yds wide swift cur w~:ile here 2 men drowned in NP, 
2 others barely saved themss •• stop at f for pur of gettg sm shoes made fr oxn. 
The whole tr did not stop but left1 Mr. fucker who was perrn:5.tted kmake a few 
pair at the rate of 75 c per foot .• we v thrown out 3 gold+washers, 3 spades, 
3 shovels and our scythe and snath. • • describes adobe fort •• There are no Is 
here now & but few men about the fort •• 2 or 3 I - women akut who er dres sed in 
the fashi , n of the States in ililico. This plac bel ongs to the AFC. '.!he Cbvt 
has no interest in it//???????// Bachello::':' s .,futton, Geraneium, Wld R~se , Ioupin ---------;<'----=--------------==------
6/7 new gr I M Hay 6/ 4 14 yrs . • gr qu.afu of throwaways at ev cg 
6/10 now through he Black Hill a t a fl.1 stance of about 85 miles. 
6/11 Deer Cr eek , then f ew miles to Eepfy 120 teams waiting 
6/12 wind unfav only 40 wg v crz:s e'd -

I /
6/14 teams come in faster t han t he get over ferry kept b M3. The head man 
is Char les Shwnney • • v bss . . l so trade for anything cost 3. pwg for 
s hoeg a n ox 4.50 Edxk:H Bryant ith a train of 150 packers arrived her yest • . 
fe-r ry below here ca psi 2ad dro ing 3 yg men from Boone :Co • • Burlington Co in. 
6/15 cfoss 6/16 Miner~ Ia.k e & Spring Willo.w Springs 
6/17 IR went to top .I 

I 
6/22 SP pa~sed without ~g it 6/23 vote to take SC0 dust intolerable 
Stop sta"ll pede of train/ m rear, coming toward us, frightnd by lurkg I 
6/28 Ferry GR a mis • able affair and badly managed, vg no handsto work the 
raft + 5 logs dug out l :i.ke Hog I s troughs and fastened togetber by pins and 
ropes. • '.!he loadg/ has tb taken out fm the wa s ~ near ly 
sink the conce +,be work 

3 men in coon the over xcept one wg, lost • • .J:2x.. 
vote,'a:fier crq~si n PSS 1 tv as i t l eases, 

7 /6 Soda or ia·~er Spgs ].L9 FH ado~ ,e. poor goods t good ---;:-t t l e. . bl t 16 yrs 
~ / 7 / 12 HF. bid ad i en ta Lmd s Bi ver and G;e{;ton :9.oad 
7 /ZO to ~ ys or H..R hdwtrs poetry by John ? • Crantham • 
8 6 to the ~ink a nd ks of the r oa · or Baldwin's route, runs 

o: :SaJ.mon 'ft-out or 'lruckee River a distance of L, 5 miles. . spring 
he only · H water. Childs route , wh chi • new.._turns 
di rect i <>n ~ · miles .• on this sev wells vbn 

g , s o we ake ,.,...... 
--::g/8- on (] g of Ml.thew .M::Clerken fm Virginia Crave, TI:owa, mt fever 
8/9 delightful cgr on Carson R 8/15 this CV c beat the rld for grass ·-
into Pass Creek Canyon fri cha sm 8 1 Red lake Snowv t s --
2nd range of mts ,ock lley 8/20 in memory of Ezra H. Allen, Daniel 
&owett and He nderson Cox, murdrd by Is nite of 6/27/48 Traged:;,r Spring ) 
C9mp Creek 8/24 Pleasant Valley Cold Diggins 8/25 Weaverville Dry 
Diggins wind up at Dry Diggins on .Weaver Creek 

to p 112 tt 

J 
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CAT 1,. 7 4 P. C • 'lif fan 
f:i of a j f m Mmnt l easant , ,Iowa ov to Ca 4/17 / 49 to 8/29; expers at the 
mihes, 1/1/ to 12/5/50; and the voyage home by the - ]:,hsmus 12/8/50 to 3/13/51 
3 ~101 s i.e. 533 pp. 14 1/2 cm original binding, br lea i nk script good writing 

__,.. w t t 1d4 pp 
w wife nd f-i-1 Ienel Cheney, migrated to Jowa from I-ass, 1 838. He opend a 
tavern ch :Mrs. T- ran durin his absence in Ca. • later trustee I owa We Eleyan 

d e coras i n n vid de t i f od .fm MP to Ca 4/7 to 8/25 •. voyage home as far 
- as CHagres wen i ~-breaks off 3/13 on board t~e :Ea.lean 

co. with Presley Saunder::: as capt, went by boat f r o~- 'furlingtnn ]Iowa to SL 
and SJ, fod the usua trail by ECO, ?H, the H and C F.,t:{ to Hmgtown 

/' O:MUZZIL TYPESCRI?T 
4/7 started fm ME in co. w John S. Bartruff •;h went w his team for the purpose 
of carryg Hill, .fusp_er, CbJ.,. _fuy~ urlin t on. . shiv:ed on 
board the ntuck S L 
4 4 9 ar,· SL \a.rginia llitel 
4/11 in low s pi ri ts, ru:.t i native 
likeness taken for his moth 

daguerrotype 

4 12 1 on Stearnr Timour 
4 1 3 on board part from Hill 
4/ 18 boats passing each other 

_ Lex5 nston today for E . . Cbl. ~.a. as Gland 

!+/19 freight at I, lower Landi g ditto liberty, bet t he 2 I landinp; s 
';,i/20 bY P&:rks~ille F hr (tak stroll ) to Weston Steamer IBay State w cholera c · 
4/21 SJ look f or our B~hoys full of Gas fm ev state in the Uni ~~n sleep on 
r1oor of warehouse Smit h , edfort & Tootle 
4/22 hard time s tryg to ge decen!ft brkfst . , find fr to stay with 
4/23 Dr Porter arrd t.hi _ , r boys on- the way within 50 miles 
4 / 24 visit .xiseph 1,,hart n 4/26 our tea.ms come in 
J;-/ 2o/ crossed over and-c ped 
5 2 ca.mp · n . wi th ?.ice Jas e Grant ham & Buck leave 11 am 

edifice f or a sc ool 

m::ti 1 from GI to SJ 
arid me as chairman 
and _E:_r ank ~ Per er as 

the n start to steal 
axe .. w·ife involved 

5/27 crossg of SF went 3/4 mi in the river x gang , , .. ,ant to shake hands all 
around, show resentment if no11 reciprocated ~ • b~1they dont beg, they steal. 
5/28 to AH .. tree trunk s worn smooth f Bs rubbi ng a g~i nst them Alton co. 
5 / 29 AH wi th its bea t uy remi ds me of h r ·me u.burial in detail. 
5/ll 1riolent cold wind • • l::ut one live tree, sitd 1 m to left •• describes tree/ 
6/1 mil.ions of small gnat s carve name 
6/2 CF the most diff ic obj ect for me to overtake • . such is the deception/ 
6/ 3 Ms report bg r obbed by Cro Js a t t he F NFF 
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6/15 · 11 on ss er like 
16 scot~ r r ck ahout 200 feet hiss 

6/17 k injin swing in akee 

r.f a curch 
crick 

t}",is day Jme 7 Van Btr·en ct 6/18 .hrnes -:'C ex grave 2 men dro 
6 q taid al1 da a the R,art 6/20 wash day hail storm 
6/25 gr City 
6/30 crosd t:he 

6/24/50 

to FL 

7 /15 m 350 :"or wag 
7/18 Foarte Brid er, withi pic1,eting sitd in a valey at the head 
of Blac s or 
7 /26 Rlili p Sc ylet }1 died this afternoon 
7/27 enters e City •• all Ema~rants cpd 8 m north of the city 
9/4 Corne Rosten? died in erasing the Desart 
9/5 l e that ? Eh.anks or Shin.Jc >rs. Allen and a boy that wa" trvs with us 
died on the even of the r t!1ru canons 
9/22 o to Colome 

FOTE 1 5-:3---t, ... ~ n in dim pencil, and quite threadbare of data _,...- / .. 1., vv · ... c:- 0 v ,," 

/ 
Z X X X X X\X X X X X X X 

WilJ iam P. Thompson ) 
Thompson. Diary 1850, 11,, of an ov j f SJ 4/30 t and his return 

fm Nevada City to th ,.-East by the Isthmus ' 0 12/22/51- to 4/12/52 
14 /1/2 cm ori ·•ml binding brow leat r pencil but legible. y_ tt 

4/30 Ca tvd 5 miles 
5 1 crossed IvP. tvd 6 m 5- and 3 id by ditto thru 5 /8 
5/9 left M cbttom nn the Territory tv over brae· n prairie and incar;i.pt 
5/16 BB incarn.pt, on the prairie // d incampt tvd il:)camg_t//// / -
5 /25 passed Fort E:ern, incan on the river -_-_-:._-:..-:..-=. 
. . cro:=:~ed SP incarnpt 6 t tvd 20 m up NP ir:canpt 

6/5 tvd 20 m up If' Incam nea:,, River, in si · miles of the Ch R 
'.-e went to the C H and al 
6/10 crossed L 

1 rerried over 
6/23 passed DG >.is hand off with a pistol 

e &>uth Pass 
· ght and the next day until 4 and got to GE 49 M 

gs 7 16 pas. ed Fort Iorlngat ten and~ rt Haul at noon 
--.,~,-:i:;::-:;--::--=;'::::-:-":t-;:;R~B·urnside, James Graym rew ac , .Ley , 0 s 

p Truckie river 7/25 by old Cabin that was bilt by the Es 4 years 

4/6 left no on Atlantci 12 ar sl 
La Grange ev of 13th •• 

8/4 t:,ru Ibugh 8: Ready 

4/12 on stbt Prairie B:1 rd nd arrived at 
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is a tow some whites & half breed s living there in indian stile & a bss. One 
3'0 man told me he hadli ~s / /f"ots ast·r · n s in hi. menus/// 

6/9 5/10 met Mm fm SL cd 5 m e FL s t h e •• 4ear that 
---f".:... the Is 1 kl ev white man w1-o attempts to gQ_ thru come from the 

_/"" e and not f m the west 
6/lw 12 t ~ ford of L creek v 2ry deep for waggons. a over the grr part of 
r load then raised r box 6 inches •• quite a plea s a place & looks a little yL--\~ like civz ;)Ut r letters in he express office _ 

6/17 saw 2 bearp. today. ther nas bn sev rn accident, 6 er drowned in the 
crossing of the Platt at f Lon acct oft ferry boat bg washed away 
6/19 upoer P ferry 5. pwg some 5000 .,gs v crossed this "r 5 or 6 ferry boats 

~ & t hey v all they c1n!--d-e to Min 1 -~rj_ngand . i-lllow Spri ng 
6/ 21 Q:-easewood creek Rock I 3 m f m the ford 
6 2 DG where river winds thru m , an w awflul lookg pla ce 
6/29 t o summ. • • • , · aK _e .na nd or SL road 7 /1 TI:might a train of 
St. Louis ssenge r a seng wa ggons came up and camped near us. It csists of 

E'Ome 27 waggon, with 4 mu. s o a waggon ! a s enger s pay 200 each for passa,:,e & 
teamsters pay 100 for t ~ . privlege of gg. 'lhe fare shey ay is hard, 1::g limited 

"::;::> to a certain amt of b~ ad meat fm:xaix per day •• sev sick. 

7 / 4 at CF. pa. senger train fm S L of 27 waggons came 
in with t he rune we gave 3 cheers for it ticks trsm t hrss 

FB on blac s fork c 9osed of a few lop; hs s & u sed only as a tp effort at 
stealing r s by Is -and white- man _ _ __ 
7 /13 i nto S Sac 803 mi ace tc Deseret ~ws for 15c I lend of Book A 

/~ 
CAT 529 
Wi.lliam Wilson 

.2:.94 pp. -rs cm 

11 !m Hilson' c-~ Day Ibok, _!l..pril 29 
or · ginal binding, brown leather 

Van Biren Cb. St of Iowa 

ems d k _ y ·ww on his j ov fm 5/19 whe crossed H; during ms· stay in 
Ca untiL.1/10.51 wLen he left h mines fo F; during his pasg on the bark 
Ihilena 7/17/51 to Panama and on the N th American 3/24 to N.O. a ·,d up the 
l·lisip to SL and home 4/15/51 

over OT, r eachg 
entreis r ve brief, :cecorindg weathr 

i-...;;.;.:;........;..::;_..;;;~=--~;;.;:;....;;;.;;;,;.;,;.;;.;;;..i~.:.::.::..:.;~~~~=----,.=..;;;;;..:...a=-......-.--s;.:s:.;:e~d. • fd by br i ef notes, acct~ , 

side s f p :'.art - pencil 

2 graves: rut little t i mber on niXIix 
rand Isl. 

2 rainey night 
I think. they were frightened at fuflo 

6/ 5- hunted all day saw 75 Bu fflo 
t,/6 S lade -ri th the hlues they have 2 wa gons brol·:e and 
6/8 c-amJl - near the grave of Ge. W • .xirden -of Debuc nied 
~/9 c on t/. N:,rth Bluf fork 6 /11 cam on woolf crick 

1 6/12 camp near I town on plat 1 grave no timber 
6/14 '., o crab creek camp on p:::__g_t past coble h :i. ls ol de 

-
o loste 40 hea d ca tle 
Hay l 
no timber 1 erave hear 

Fuins 
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left fuchester 4/8//fair handwri ting , mainly legi~e/ 1//// 
5/3 c near Canesville •• back from C- 3 mis is a M hut vg w sod chimneys 
5/4 boat (the Cora) just arrived nd we went 4 mis fm t to the landing in 
ho pes to find our corn,, but it had not come c~J) 
5 7 D an & Stetson started for .earne for c orn 
5 9 went to the steamboat landing t he a ranac was in D & S i 
5/11 started for for Kearney //meaning old FK// valley unpeon ed 
5/12 to FK //45 miles / / ~ are behind everybody in geting f. 

sm corn 

5/14 crossed over the Hissouri tvd about 3 miles recd etterE from wife 
The old fort Kearney is on a hill some 100 rods from It is not occupied 

\
,:;I,,(_ cja.J.. by Soldiers at present but one family lives there. A of begg Is Visited our 

camp • • all in good health but not over joyful. 
5/15 a stbt landed here this mg fr0m below with Cov mules and waggons, bagga7:e &c 
5 /16 started out w 8 wam?ons / /ch he names. • fro the Hoch co '.Jis one Vagp,-on 
& 3 horses A Whitman C. S t et son E G Duncan J H : i ckox E Cady 2 waggnns & hor::;e s • 

. ~ n chosen capt Whitman 1st assist B M c Jl'le 2nd as sit Named Rochester 
Cbm!)any Nn, 1 5/19 tent kno cked down in · t m, sleep in wagon 

_,__,/20 one of the men gave his boy 16 a seve~ shiping with a covered whip ch scared 
his face csid It was a barbe-::-ous sight. had mauled him first with ::,_ horse 
collar .. visited by some 0ttoes 

5/21 dense fog to Platte bottoms 
5 22 passed an old I town nd a cir c heads (64.) around something that 
appeared like a grave em pierced J 

goo a _ ne7 eat a tc _17- (h...-~ J-......e...---") 
' come into the St. Joseph ro lg crowd of mos t of the horse 
teams v passie_d .• arv ·F Key a o ' c .• ss on elevated plain, has 2 12 lb & one 

~ ..- less ~ sized brass cannon . . saw 12 c,rearling buffloes tamed •• heard of 3 
(\J . { Y- men bg scalped on the S trail a nd another stat thru his cap while on Guard 

5 26 trem thunde:::'.'s tram sto m ,,,ail seemed as if evthg d fly to pieces 
5 27 grave of Mr. of Waukeshaw d 6/10/49 •• saw teams on the north-
side oth river for st time •. storm last nitP. prostrated r tent a ain. 
5/31 a g horse can E s gr ov Moore -
6 sse nerfect · r~ ins debate about to'.Dorrow, S3.bbath •• wounded 
B runs i nto :::,ottJ.ebodys wagon and breaks it-. . oads equal to any Mc Jdam road in 

f~~ ~ 6/2 ra dom B chase Capt Wi lkinson B:vme Ct;, retrieve shi s horse 
6/J SP ford 3/4 mi (cross mut ./2 . . one steep de scent to the jnf/ river 

G{: \r The place where we came to the bo tom is called A F A h. . 76 head catl sta!llpeded 

2 
here b.1r Is las ni e the ame opera t b n w~s perf armed on th_ e o posi te side oth rv -5'-S Vi olent s torm ne r ca.mp, v to wade the s t r eam, halt w sev other teams. . _f!e we 
entered tl).ere- is 2 gra·..tes , one a Mr. ? Farwell ': the other a lday 

. ... lady of one on ei the-r side of the road. 

-~';7':_~ ~~~~t:_~~5;o~f =-=I~w;i ~gw~am~s 'lhe Express passed us t oday the northern er-iiegrat 
s · i::rht today u no ·-nu.m.e.rous 

o 5 and I wn w 70 tent dog ravois trade in moccasins 
9/6 Dmcan to the fock but comes back[too far many graves but the letter• rn 
the head boards mostly with nencil and obliterated· 
6/7 to ch climb up to put namep as thousands of others v done I procured a 
s pecimen of it the app of this part oth world ·is singular and grand the er look 
s likea mighty old fashioned Eastern hay stack w a very-tall chimney square but 
vg the app of poor broken mason work like glas'.' work or:f chimneys in cities 
6/13 enchanting views •• saw heads and horns of mt sheep •• at the springs is 
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6/7 Mferry 100 teams awaitg transporta about 100 wgs thrown aside on this 
side oth rv .• after some detention we procured a ticke t f or r cv2nyance, 4 pwg 
ther r 4 boats similar to our "broad horns2 that de cend t he Ohio cstantly 
employed ferryg the wgs and teams over . • the prop has a 1-g box that he has 
devoted to carr letter1 back to t he St oth Es 
- a -rocky avenue 9 ·ereasewood ci·eek 
6/ 10 IR one oth most beau curs t t at we v behld 
.-•ummi t a.i'ter a hard hour I s climb n~n.oramic view 
flower , ch we i ntend to press 
6 Il he niffer ent · te -: between M trail and 
6 1 SP 6/16 S L cut+off 
6119 to get ox over, have t rope his 

SW 

t o its 
pluck 

._ 6 / 22 -oJ d_ FB cposed of 4 log huts 
6/29 (p. 104) cit-, of GS1 burst f u to 

snow _ 
-c-...,-----,~---::----

r view i ndisp proofs oth industry 
~,--- & perseverance of its .ihabs . • 10,000 i n 

._.) 1--, 6/30 all went to ch to hear BY expiate 
7/1 traded off r waggon ch cost 125 _· 

stay at Ieseret House 
revelation 

\ 

an old one hor9e conc~rn and gave 5 
to boot 7/2 move on to Willow S .:.n gs 
7 /3 1 tv w Windstanley, Hoper & i cks . Kings teams . . tr from Oquawka Ill 
near us to Bloom ·ng Gt-ave 7/4 cross Webber Rv no celebr ::ce pt walk 21 m 
7 /5 to Brownsville thru O en settlement 10 log hss 
7 /6 Ebx Elder Creek Dig r Utaws 7 /7 P. ear R 
7 /8 Sink c 7 /9 f/ D _p C Pilot E~rings 7/J_ l Casus creek to jc with 
FH road (ch pas , es fi r thru a :fig fissure in Stee ple- Rocks 

7 /12 to Goose 1/fi.. Thous Sp valley 7 / 2r1vfarys R 
7 /24 ~arne to awson Pout where the road forks & takes off towards Cregan 
to the right. appears t von m- tvd /than/ the Carson rt. A- gr number of Es last 
yr strayed of on this rt and either perished w hunger , were kd by Is or perished 
in the s no . 400 miles further than Carson /. rt. • I fear that many oth Es vbn 
deceived b the road b so much l ainer than the Carson rt 

arr i g Meadows, to cut grass or e e s e r 
t r i ver names ;Carson , fulmon Trout & Pilot river 

setlments, playg -cards & drl:{L g -i quor i n fine stile 
:o:ttsx Kanyon thru ch flows the ST or C F.v 8/11 Leap Spr v 

8/12 left hand road- to- l..eaverville 8/13 into P1easant 1.a.lley sev tps Ringold 
1/ 4 mi beyond is Wv 30 log hss 2 hotells & 6 prov estqbx 

vbn 110 days fm ~ SJ -- --

~~ 
/ ) Yxxxxxxx 

AT 522 Abial Wiitman j o a ov j f Rochester, Wisc -to Georgetown, Chlif, 
April 8 t o Septembe?":12 , 1850, and a brief stay in the mines to Cbt 3 1850 
2 vols, 216%' pp ,,,...-15 and 12 1/2 cm Origina eather bindings, brown 

j ~ Iowa City, Ornesvi , FK along south _bank ?? to 'the crossing 
sout~ of AH, FB, GSL, H rt to H C rvs, to Gt in An v fuok A ctains the j fm 
A pr~l 8 to July. 14, and B~ok . r om July 14 to Oct 3. Many oth entre er orig in 

pencil nd vbn wri ttn over .i ink. The first 29 pages of B ct accts of 1.hi tman 
and other members oth Ca ~ ornia Company/ later the fuchester Ca Co .. note in 
B reads: "We left SF ct 29, 1850.- Abial died Thurs Ccto 3i --2.t -4 oc in mg." ---ORIGINAL JOURNALS A 
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built of wood brat fm the Statef On the west side is the main plaza on ch 
r planted sev large Brass pieces (48 pounders). The soldiers v ta.l-:en the old 
fort dobey for their quarters. There are sev eating houses, sitd about the 
F for the even of Es. • funry Ashton & I found r way to one of them r/. & had a 
very fine repast .• sev hours lookg around .• there are about 12 dobey houses, 
covd w thatched straw occ by fams 

~,ie started about 10 t oovertake r team. . came up with them at noon • • catch 
up with otherr-: from New Albany, was getting loneseom 

5/13 
5/12 t -n wash woman for the day / cross El..umb ck 36 mis beyond F K now 
5/14 v B meat sev of the B~hovs and I went in bathing ch :-:.~efreshed us ve much 
bhis is e commended by Fremont Bryant and others 
5/15 ~ /16 now opp Bradley~ Island what sounds like ctnwd springs 
see many t ains opp (he calls SP bf he gets there) B.atte Bluffs are higher 
than former 5/18 SF crossing to NP 5/19 read Bibles 
5/20 v boils n my face and neck 

21now we . ., _ · a s een some VE high bluffs 81 strikg across the,....ct, ascendg 
and descendg s o e ve steep hills for 11 mis, passby Cedar Bluffs & descending 
a steep hill & t d down a ravine for 4 mis and noon the the bank oth P 
5/22 after tvg 6 ·s we fou •d a splendid spring in the midst ()fa_ grove of 
cedars at the foot of a limestone bluff .• water tvg 5 mis sandy road we lv th 
river and ascend th steepest hill we have ascended as yet thus far and wind 
around the summit of :the ridge for 7 miles & descended a steep hill & entered 
Ash Hollow ch e tvd c.nwn 3.'4 mi, cros;::ing Ashr: reek nd cam'Jed under the fols.ge 
of an ash tree 

5 /23 1 mi to N NP again 50 wigwams nd 500 Is -lrg herd lg and noble 
looking fellows. • fr to , · tes another IV s a,,1.e kibe 
5/25 CHI'. tl1is stupendious ,•or]~ of nature well named B'hoys who hoofed it 
t o the CH eot caught in a b il storm and were bruised up 

2 Toxi s, .... ~- er " I s -a e f or CR an it kept receding top of the ch 

II
. there is a flaw and in a fe 1

:: r s 1 crumble 8: mouJ_de:r away you can ascend ab 
\ 40 feet perp, b-7 foot and hen holes •. • a very dangerous operation 

5/28 at SBs there is a beau b ok runs along -,t}{ at the foot of the bluff, and 
now we ascend a long & steep hi on the side of the Bluff on the summit of ch 
is a bss, !:. lso sev I wigwams. • fine springs •• na1'li.e from circum many years 
ago viz., man named of Scott AFC trayed fm his cpans & was murderd bJ Is -near 
this bluff and hence we have it, ~re we passed near the graves of some 
of last years Es .• Two miles we to P oint lookout Laramie Peak 

'> 5/29 who has been amonst the Is for 32 years 
/ 5/30 the road this mg ezcels any turn ike that Iv seen .• up and down hills 
~ ford 3 .rods wide an eep o an eent 2 letters this is 

a csi d place . • 2 bss, 1 saw mill, 1 car n ter shop, 1 sutlers store and a 
bakery the old fort is ave rough lookg bl dg and is in ave deeayed cd they 
e·r bldg a new fort but it was not com plete . r v-:ent · to see O:ilonel Sanderson 
to procure a way bill fm him of diff dis tan s fro•" one waterg place to another 
che he . gave me. lli appeared to b "' much of a man & a fine lookg officer. .He 
os chief in command oth F 

On the main Plaza or pg"er stati ·:1: ed 10 (48 ounders) pieces of art 0llery. 
On the way from the main plaza my atten was attr cted by an officer and his 
lady who er t akg a promenade, enr oyg the l eas e breezes .• distance fm 
S.J 620 ms, from F K 340, from the ford of SP 236 
• 6/4 tr of e l horse teams Pfll'i5 with f l yLn-: colors keep running into the 
Hoosie::.1 B ~'lays . 
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for SJ 3000 on the wharf to witness r departure 4 1/2 days SL up ffi, a ground 
numerous times B8hoys make themss v cspic by card plag nd drinkg 9 mes?es 
of came t othe ccl usion to disembark at liberty instead of gg to SJ) liberty 

~

:-Landing and by dll_§k all rbgg wagons nd provs were strewed along the river bank. 
The remaing 18 messes started on up for Heston •• We intend to tv t hru Mo and 
recruit r catl · 

- - -
4/9 ccluded to tv a few mis toward SJ arrived at & pasd t hru Ii berty, t01.m of 
1100 inhabs •• soon snoos g away at the rate of 8 knots to the hour-
4/10 cclu.deq. to r emainJ and recruit r catl 
4/11 sev M .the B.· oys st arted back to liberty tc purchase article forgotten 

4/12 deta~~ rt rai nstorm 
4/13 yoke of atl for 65 -
4/14 bt\ hays p t-ting on funday dudds for purp ::•f attendg ct prayer meeting ?? 
4/16 my india 1:er coat proved all a hu_mbug some drunk on oulct Monongahala 
4/19 find ~.yself ta loss as to the whereal:Jruts of James G. Shields 

the _nowne~ m~s Cati of the train .• on left oth 
others pas~~ com~osed of JO-spring pas senger 

carriages,.._,..,,.,,...-::-a-c:=-u::r-.lrl~r"T-:-::--::::-7; John W. Childs and _ _ McOlu,·e (hi s b-i-1) 
· are pa.sngrs on this a i n 
4/ 23 reach Sij{ SJ Beer made ar >gs to v r wggs ferried over early AM 
"/;J'Zli, T er.ry over poor oncerns, s omesimilar to r _flat boats rowe_d_by oars 
paid 3. for r wgg nd SWa) over 

we 

--4/J.5 this Jng startd for of gold where as some of the boys remak ed you 
can pick up t he chunk s 
4/26 started crossg Wolf 
cposed 6 or 7 log hss, a 
view for se~ months block 
R about 1 2 clad and 
t he mud c1nd I t , 

on a bridge built by last years Es pass a govt 
e farm & store, last place of ci vz that greets r 

00_ wagons whi~ we get extricated Is begging 
life our glorious captain leaves us- in 

m until Ca 

sta 

4/27 James Abbey came tor wgg & requested me to take a cut+off and overtake 
Beers~ is in r advance. ~ - got ost, ha rd t fr.-e finding our own wagon -- -
4/2S cdn move w/o a gr deal of pa. a tr of 20 horse t eams passed u s this 
mg w teleg speed •• nose scl es off lips cha -- d and sore, dit o hands lips 
swel led up s o that I looked more 1 e a mula tto than anything lse able to walk a 

-- 9- ea- t-eams - si r carnp as i r- dted to e t to Ca 
4 30 c old norther nor t h westerns . • sand loaned goggles o one of the ox drivrs 
as they ·v to ·stay near the thickest · of he dust •• found a green berage veil which 
I divided amc•nsgt the boys sn a ve good purpose 

5 f2. after BB, nooned at Wood c deserting others Eovk Cll 
Creek grave of .r~hn Jbbott funeral of of Mr Young of Mo. (thats abbott 
of New i1.lbany, age 73) Eocky Sandy C vt tr esc by US soldiers fm F 
passed 2 graves H. Depew, 62, and George in - , consmnp ion , from last yr. 
passed. C!)r 3~, horse teams wrappe~ in ar_ms of In whose arms you say! 

r," ~ 5/5 Sciota ,ood creek 5/6 Little ~; lue Oa Orcr..ard here sleeps one of 
~ .cv Mr. Duncans ne phewc_'. , Daniel Collins of Calloway t, Mo, died last May with cholera 

5/9 toward Platte I s Bluffs gr F. Wilson d 5/2 49 nooned opp GI F K plainly 
to v i e about O mi 
5 10 r:_ain and mud c 3 mi below FKey, fine grass all hands ~.Jri teletrs 
5/11 started for F and in an hour were in the parade gr PO again, under Superin+ 

__ tendance of a groan namJl._ James Neal from NY; he is a m _s ician and has been in the 
U. S. Service 9yrs 1 g dscript of FIL it is ave lg b g , more like a farm house 
than a fort, and 2i. 2 1/2 stories hi and is surrd by 2 lg arches. fort princ 

l 
J 

~ 
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·ailing mos t of the way 
5 1 strike water~ oth P W 
5/21 luxuriant verdure bespangled with brilJ.iant flowers 00 ~,j_ ted y 

Pawnee+loup Is, , their vg a few miles off other sic'.e oth r 
5/22 pained at waste of the B 
5/24 cross sf 
5/25 cd in-a rich nd del;ightful bottom surrded except on 
and its beau much~ heightened by 20 or 30 trees princ 
5/26 passed this day over a bluff still more rugged , · 
yesterday 

steep bluffs 

than the one 

5/29 dined oposite a bluff called the ch of sino- pp .• rises in the form of a 
JS)D pyramid and then shoots up perp in thape app size fa chimney must be 
60 or 70 feet. • 
5/30 passed sm ve profound ravines .• pas 
resem8lg diff figures of bldgs, fortifc 
Scott who went out w a co~ t the m 
fuon after resumg r j overtakne b,r 

S3s so,,te of them extremely hi and 
recd their name from a Capt 

ago. Diner nea:.· the bluss + 

br of the P is so called fm the 
a o .. bn killed upon i t b I"' . • sot i 
hat we were soon a 1 safely landed 

6/2 now jng 1ong the bhs has tostand guard fre~uently ill 
6/8 2 gris y bears v also bn kd this day .• much grieved at the uneces 
profanit ~p{ of the Sabba:bh 
6/15 S 

/ x-x,__XX XX X XX XX XX X XX X 

·CAP 423 . 
James G. Shields. Calif trip fm SJ to Sic 4/9 to 8/13 1850 
218 pp 17 1/2 .cm: -" with typed transcript red leather named stamped on g cover 
clear s t:z:_ ng script -----JGS of Floyd Ct, Ohio Riv steamers, He servd durg the 
war carryg provs •• di ry is vividly written •• party left fuw illbany 3/27 on 
the COURTLAND. Sru.leds and others landed at Liberty and proceeded ov to SJ. 
left there 4/25 f od tr t P and F K. • FB, &:: SLC 6/29 the M route to HR by P: 
lot Springs, the m to Pleasant Valley and Weaverville 8/13 

For a lg part oth j &ii lds mess tvd w or near another party from New Albany 
including Junes _,bbey, whos has been pubd . 

TYPESCRIPI' 
THE ROUTE list of places o landmarks, but no distances 
PE:3SONNEL Armstrong, .hr~es · bey , Jidge Hooper, ricks, Knight, Kimble, Maj or 
Leslie, Tu. vid Lindley, Millwal.Jd . , 1-bCollough, 1/ Maggwiness, Mc i,5..1::_iams, 
Nunemacher, Nevbanks, fesinger , G hields, Sutton, Washington, Wiliams, 
Winstandley, Willmot, Wi.lson etc. total of 54 

c 3/27 to 4/8 1850 we started from NA on 27th across the planes to Ca there 
wa 27 messes of us, ea numberg 5 men wh i ch makes 125 a7.l told , st Courtland 
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CAT. 422 tr' ~ 
Cyrus Si.epardl j of tr ac the Pl w the Wyeth X, ed in 1834 and his life nd 
labors among Is OT 3/3/34 to 12/20/35 ~,~'-Y re,,_.( • 
213 pp 19 1/2 s original board binding // type transcr 0/ n,fs O

' 

selectd by Board of For Niss oth i-E Chu and the Rev Ji..son lee to accp him o O. 
Party csistd of Ji.son Lee, nephew Daniel, Cour:nney 11, valker, P'.nilip L. wards, 
and Eheparci They jd Capt 1,Jyeth on his 2nd xed. . meetgin his party ne r I 
4/27 and tvg-w hi:, until 7/30 when they "'eft him near the sight of FH and ctnd 
aced by J:.i'. ~Kay of HBC until 8/16 Arrv FV 9/15 where ~ remained hen the 
rest oth party went on the W to found their mission. He took- car oth school -
to 3(2/35 when he jd his assoca t the mission 
th& j is caTefully wri tte in ink opens w his departure Mtss note on 

flyleaf: CS bk pu!'chd at SL 4/3 p!'ice 62 1/2 c there is a gh index on the 
flyleaf and back cover in a diff- hand. • Part of- the- j is pr '.nted- in- S. A. Hudge, 
THE 1-aESH',NARY TEACHER''· A HELOTI' OF CYS:US SHBPARD NY 18 

BIOGRAPHICAL FOREWORD b Acton Mass 1798 1826 decl 
Chridian Advocate and Journal menti ~ ed 4 Flathead 
for. estab of a mission in Ore ct made qy HE M;_rni onar · 
Jason and Ieniel LP-e • 1833 accid met Shepard he 
reormnended hi•,1 as a Mis te2.cher 

j ME • • letter in 
to Wm clark .• approp 

Board, eng 2 missir,naries 
stree in Boston, and 

On 3/4 set forth (htfit fa the missin had alr e sent b way of the Horn 
to moutn" ot h Cblumbia~d Cyrus tomeet asso ·s t Cincy • • th_flre arrive 3/7, Joined 
b:r ev Jas on lee to SL 3/31 meet Daniel. o I; arr 1,,/12 on 22 th-.,; Lees arvd 

with Edward and .Jalker, laymen on 26th _yetb,s-- c_am 1 v 28th 

cross Ks F.v 5/3 PR 5/17 LF 6/1 to see beginn.i.ns of Ft. William 
June 9 IR t c=;- Hams :Fbrk of . Green 6/19. This pt was thp, re_ndezvous of the fur 
traders for that year, and here W trie to deliver to Fitzp stock of goods con+ 
tracted for previous sUI!lIIler. • lliblet beat hiri·, by 2 dayf .•• result in FH-- -

12 days- spent at rendezvcus resum bxhead of Portneuf to Snake E, 
reached 14th •• next day removed r.:. mi down the rv to where Capt Wis gg to build 
a fort." named after Hrnry ra l oldest member of W 1 s co. -. -.- 2 weelcs in bldg 
the fort and hunting .• .Illy 27 preached first sermon ev delivered by a Protes+ 
tant w of FMS -

On Ju~y 30, wdle W tarrie co resumed j, with Thomas M:Ckay HBC thru Idaho and 
eastern Oregon to H:Kays rendezvous 8/16 •• ctingg they met a p:i.rt of Capt 

_ BonneJiilles camp on the 7th and on 28 reached the Cayuse settlements. • to 
Fort WW Sept 1 4th d m Colubmis 15th to FV • • first tine I v undressed and 
slept in a hs f 152 n "ght s; vg / bn- since we le~t- the setlments 143 days; tvd 
105 and rested in . p 35 dqys abandond Flathead pj and estab instead a 
m.i.ssicn among the llapoewahs in WV C in-feeble hAalth, so remain FV + 
instructing J:J ha +b-.,:eed youth died in Oregon 1840 

TRANSCRIPT 

4/4 left St. Lewis in stbt Ioway horrid oaths and i.rr,precations 18 yr old slave 
caught in £ ywheel , crushed 
4/28 ther r in- co about 200 animals of burden, viz, hrs~ &mulfl~·, 1-c: o::- 20 head 

orn catl and u pwar s of men a . on march re i nd of the va"'t caravans 
i n Ori n~al nations •• Each- man rides ahorse and leads 2 others den rnerrh 
nd baggage side tri p to 8:1awnee HLs,sion the Kanzas Is 
5/g Hrx. Sublett 1

, leaving ~et to SL prob lose his leg or his life 
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~V) at cost and carriage .. get chee , e & pie les •• Here we leave the l atte bottom 
~ ~ad and t ake the Mtrail thru the BHs. 

__--fr/2 Lawton very handy •• got lost f'.rom his tr nd I1: took nearly all his 
• c l othes Armstrong with mt fever (6/3) 

6. 6 cross ferTt a l i tl dil'i'ic w Pome roys men 
6/7 pass R IR an nemes datg back to 42 
6/ C to top of 1 ock ± or better view of DG found ~ t nee tohaul r: boots tee make 

\ Q · it anything like safe work t r. make the summit toss rockes down to hear ,,edho. . 
'~ an adv Kyian lost one of his boots over into the stream ~ 

6/9 ca the up with Lawton I s train, , but we r/ keep him; they used h::. . badly 
~ 6/11 last ford & t Le worst, wagons and carriages swept away -hai like 

Iartridge eggs •• hrsses crazy camped at Pacific Springs 

~ -

6/13 to GR v left the strai now ahead of 
i on. . J.rmstron 

ry o charge g6. We old mteeer that 
they had a Charter, refuse to show it, we take charge backing our 
threat with Colts Regulators •• they produced charter. 
6/15 ferry Blacks Fork at Bridgers ferry 
6/16 to FB 6/J.7 some buy suits of buc~:skin 25 •• Br· ger has been here 25 yrs. 
He looks 55 or 60, has plenty of money an6 no mista e , & a squaw wife. The Ms 
and him r bitter foes, but he has the rt side oth Is 
6.1? start again. Armstrong gett:i.ag u."rse 
6/22 horrid steep tfits, sidelin , stone, rocky, and mirey .. ruine teams 

6/23 hs v reasonable prices, are kind and a ~.modating •• dscript of S :,C sounds 
f a :i·:iliar. • few frame bldgd mostly sun dr · d brick called ado bes. '.r._hey are of 
a bluefish color. Nost ofh Saints be i the Spiritual or plurality wife s . s tem~ 

:"but the be ttex crlass are opposed to it • I dont think any of them knows f 
certain how many BY has .• they tell all nus from 13 to 50 •• the f prit of 
insurrec is rife amongst them rk of bldg the gr temple will begin •• 
'lhe Deseret News stop anywhere we feel like it 
6/25 left City 
6/29 left M settlement, <z__0 m had to regulate th fer-yman 
7 / 3 t o · a 0 ams ead f us :iere cross Goose ,..., .., .... ~_,_...,_i a 
7 / 5 Armstonr worse a eain ot ~-pring V , -

V 7/13 now begin t osuffer i earnest lips bleed ev time we speak mouths and 
,~hroat s s or e from dust heat and bad water •. most cro eked rv in the rld and 

cert the 1•!orst water /17 cross desert in gravel storm . 
7 /19 b:1rnt r cook wa n for fuel to cook grum to last us over the desert 
? 20 Govt relief tr· i n grand humbu ood• business lots speculators 
F2 2 2 /4. road to CV 7/25 to Eagle Ranch, first cftble 

--=i:--::;;:i.<--:::-::--=-i:'.::--'±.:=~~7r:,..::..,:::ct~h-e_e~n~d"T-ro-=f-;:=h;'--i. s:,:-'J~· 7 /26 to M station 7 /29 to the 
1 mt lake valley bad roa.ss unequalled 

g/4 Sly -Park a/5 Weaverville 8.6 
d - ··-~p··ings Coloma Carson River _house, 130 m f r om Sac 

c t-t'lr" have money on t his trip we had 9 ferriages and 5 toll 
.ds enough but 

n died a t t he E l e P~nch on g/5 he was taken sick on the 
Jl-!l.--~~~..d.l.l......---~.u:::Ju._~L~·~Ll~5~0~00mi~·~1~e~sL-~Pi::!:S·ckerel remained and saw him decen l y buried 

in Marysville. 
liter~- r min · rig on 

to br.; ng stock 54. Mott in Marysville. A bb;r H mard and li vg 
ic- Stewart on one of the river · steamers. . 'lhe Rikers a :·d Lich 
the Am River. . Mitchell has been the rounds with me, etc. 

3/3/54 



microscopic chirography vs. Clayton .. nd w the disc ov gold 
fo::·th to the diggins in the bks of Abbot and Goldsmith, but 
where the stakes r high, that we set watch upon them in the 
and Swain. . the presnt such -, j is another such :Lnst· •no • 
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in Ca ;,,re quest 
su~h is r suspicicus, 

s di2.ries of Newcomb 

Its disc affords us a collateral acct Riker Overland &ped 
c,f 1852 .• bed pub in Urbana ·±n-1.855, onl_-r known opy 1-n oe o e.c i on. •• the 

i ker partv was a sm one, 18. One of the ·ea en route, and another was 
dangerously ill, off and on. -Thus the &,3 fectives ,.,:as restricted to 14. It 1 
be thus seen that ariy hope · a ctrib ac vg b~en written was tenuous. Nvtl, 
since histis woven of i nn lender t ads, and a def st<i.:rtg pt was at hand in 
Ricker 1 s Roster of the o, a s eatc for pas descendants was instituted. In the 

Ohio homestead of the present da in o:f' their arg ·:naut ancestor, Capt Snodgrass, 
thjl diary was located. ,~ -:,. y: 
A cpa~ison of e Riker narr reveals certain identical r.assages, and at 
least one case~ thee plagiarism is cclusive (not unusual on the pls) •• the 

-& Slater guide is of ~elancholy ' nterest •• the vol, under 
p, has been the subject of unavailing search for many years. 

EE 

/

'- ROS TK~ OT THE CO first mess Motts, Abigail Huntington, ~~ 
2nd mess Skinner, G_- ood, (~ikey \·yant, Lichli te:", Aaron D. Riker ,! ohn F. ) 
3d mess ~ grass~ c:i tche , '!' aylor, Crnner, Pckerell and J 0 hn p.,- Armi-:,trong"_? - ____, 
Outfit csisted of 6 hrss and 2 hrs wagon .,,set, and tvg cpanions 

Spa. iawk w-J Huntington 
psgrs, of w m 210 for the plains meas],es 

, s arved 

kl s 62 cripling - & scalding 100 more 

to be 

the rain and 

lv poor feed behin 
ov 100 teams to~ay 

4 ms of steep sanny hill to go up 

24th d sf, . pick up John 

got some blacksmith ·: ng done east of the middle fork. c::-ossed it on 
•• By Act of Congress the F sells whatever surplus provs they have 

_) 
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TYPESCRIY.r 
Accmpanyg the Sullivan fam was Pierrnns, Mary i<inney 16, an'.l Jack Ibyls 25. 
outfit cstd oi 1 he ,1vy freight wg w .3 yoke oxen, loaded w · h provs for 1 yr 
Eac fam had a lighte wg dran by 1 yoke oxen and one y .e of cows. Fae wg 

was equipd with a chicken coop on the Mnd endgate. on gg into carn.p the :rl,ie:kxx 
chickens er turned loose and allo\•1ed to forage for +hoppers, bugs and worms 

rain and mire in Towa from CBs we er 
there er a few houses on the west bank 

]'-Io 11 to 0~1aha. • 
town or city 

when we ferried at ~inn 1s y hi and the ferry not run+ 
ning. 'Ihe ca.ble had broken sent for. Capt Shinn was registerg the 
Es as the;;' arrived so no crmfusion. • party arrived early after the br2ak 
nd , the order of r wgs was 4, 5 nd 6. About 400 wgs a:,:,vd bf the cahle was 
stretched. • Hitters looked ominou for the first trip. Dan Switz, an es+pugilis 
arrvd monag the last. He had a ght rig and 4 courtezans. He refused toregiste 
and swore he d g across the fir trip .. bf bloodshed, the first/ r/ trip of 
the boat came frm the ',,Jest si . with no load. Capt Shinn annc he wanted ktest 
the cable and d take over th first load free to any one who d vol and :1ot hold 
him re<"p for disaster; thu Dan over first ••• as it w~s t rds circum prolonged 
his life only a short t: r-1 as he was shot and kd in Central City by c::,arley 
Harrison : within a yrear 

But the breakg of t he cable resulted in a tra1edy and my first ~p w Judge Lyn 
ch. • ranchman kn s down E tr7ing to take over cow. • E lying on the bottom 
of the boat pulled ·s pistol and shot the ranchman in heart. Capt Shinn called 
for a lynch cour •• Verdict not guilty •• so the E, his cow, the corpse and 
the t 9am of the eceased crossed on the same boat t (' p. 14 

next ie re Colorado 

R trip fm Shinn's Ferry to Dv pleasnat but uneventful. He 
peaceably tvg with their fams. travo.i. s bows, arrows, 

and per cap guns. . At F K we laid over and the men went into the hills and got s 
sev cad r poles, swung under the wgs as fuel .• we arrived in Dvr 6/5.62 and camp 
ed at west---E!"ncf b:~ Lar mie St. bridge •.• 

\ AXXXZ X XX X 

1
.--::::;,.___.,__7'"'=":illl,_,, ... r-..s'-"" . 11 ____ Journal of the trip from Piqua, Ohio to 3:1.c ac the 

w ati appendix ctg prices r-urrent and news of various :011j subjedts. 11 

o Al .,. s t 11, 1352 114 pp 12 /1/2 cm orig binding black leather/~ 

S- accordg to surv fam, was kd in CW i n ch he servd as capt of vols the j de scr 
the events on the way nd ·rt fad f'm Piqua J/ 28 bv boat, t rain , and overland to SL, 
by the Al ton to 't FLv the departure ov May 4 to FK, FB, SLC, J1,me 23 , the M 
rt to fuft Eiver, the H and C rvs to Weaverville, the Am R to fuc 8/7 Au~rn 11 
It is preceded 'cy- a brief pr,,face 1854 and . a list of members , oth the co; and at 
the end r 2 pages of notes on whnt became oth rn embers of the party .3/3/54 

TYPESCRIPI' EDITORS NOTE: occ comes to liight a ctemp plains ms ch, aside 
from its inherent ints, is of spec val for oppo to comapre and chaeck the stms 
of a known and accepted di,'.:i riest with those of anothP.r .• notes Stuart vs 
Irvings ASTORIA, Cyrrn S1epart vs. Wyo1 Wa '\·yeth Howard Egsn mic:,·scopic 
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in lesc- than 3 or 4 days acct gr crowd •• swim catl across 
_ . , take the the watr nd had to bd dragged thru with a skiff 
· (}' 4 by upsetting of_ a _ skiff and 2 by swimming stock 125 yds 

we hried a s l~iff at 2/50 ph, and 1 row s wgs over in mg 

for grass •• one dn 
•rest 6 men drowned here, 
wide , cold, d , swi ft. 

,, 
' ".) 

r 

7/1 did so, by dismantling (ferry dvcost 5 to 7 •. t t i s i s ct of 
comically dressed iri old clothes thrown away •• fuel iin a· sage 
since FL 
7 / 4 cele h-a te at Quaking ls p Grove / / the Balsam Fir 
crossed the divide septg the water s of the Pacific fm 
7/7 ho words· to eulogise Bear Valley 
7/8 Beer Sprs and Steamboat Spring take HCO many 

er . here the tr 
Great Basin 

7/11 Violet Springs 7/12 fry V Spr Provid nee r i ngs 7/14 Raft Rive;:-r--±,h 
intercept t he d Fort- Hall :S.oad. Very few v t v t hat rt this season. J~"e-ll 

• .makes j t i.B-6 dB;y:s; , capt of tr b FH ~ took 8 ays// 
7 /15 --City. .-,fo .fucks 4 mils further Steepl e _ ocks, 500 1 hL The passage between 
is just wide nough for a ¢ wagon 7 / 1 ~ Cbose Crek many begging forprovs. 
Would rather give then sell at exhorb pr · e dck man forsaken by his co.- A strange 
was waiting on horn, who said he d rema' til he either died or recovered. 
7 .17 Gnose - Creek. • Ieep Mud Creek. Bl.aok Rock Canyon 
7 /1-S Hot S pr5.ngs Valley, midway b wa terf' of Columbia and ~R ditto 7 /19 

7/21 HV gman shot 7 /2 h7 I while on ,:=;uard , He 1ras 
from ',-!i.s·c + 
7/27 3 of r 
_po. eked thru 

bold i m: i stealing 7 / 21+ Current Creek 
provs / /note : t : .. i s trio 

amazing dsturcti c~n 
haymaking beef from Groc 

Ch _pt Price 

8/2&- J5hirno · ranch _ __ · 
8/28 found s in the sts of Hangtown mine at Weaver /\!eber/ Creek Thus ends 
r lg j 200 nus or 1-:1.0 days fm ST and 140 fm r home in Mo .• We v had unusual good 
luck, v all arrived a t the West shore oth ctint5.n excel L ealth, vg ma;'1y evens ch 
thouss of others cdn get+ for all of ch I feel thankful t o Him etdo 

THE7~UIDE 

/ - _ ) Y_Y_ XX 
/ _ _ _i ! .. X X X X :c 

~ T 462 WW sui1·k . "Crossing the f '- ~~~pson, Tuq . 1•yoming . 11 
by uncle of 1·illiam L. 

cm 

a rief acct, W!'i tten in L 0 ter yr with father James nd f arrily from Eden, 
Iowa to Co ,.rhere they settled B..easant Park, now Bergens park. _ H~ WEl. _s_ one of 
7 children •• st re Com in CO, and later late. 
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f @ uring evg and visited the fort. It is a cleanly, nicely arranged place. ·j 
1/ · ·· a beau 't 1:ut rather barren v •• It is a welcome refuge f or. all Es who by 

ickness or other cs v bn so disabled .• Estills & O:is E;-: press mail line 
arrvd her yet. They ·report vg passed no less than 7 or 8000 wgs bet St J and 
this pl. . mny horse & mule e temas lvg their wgs and fixing topack •• find 

\ l \ 

mistake, we have t o eras~ the NP after al J , and then a 2nd time at the Ferry 
. 130 miles ~oove . A gr man. will not believe but that there is a road leading up 
the NS / Edi tor: such a trail did exist but was not so gen t:r-avld . See 
Tu~ nhlll 1850 and Cumm5-ngs 1859// 5 
6/10 tr fm Quincy in tr at ferry acct rope broke. • • . only /4 men aboar 
Xllm!!DC?ll~mrino:x:xx2x 1 cd swim, one made it w a p and 3 were sept down 
6 miles t oan Idand '.,here they er taken off next mg all gr misput by 
this accident, and plann how to cross this vexatiou r i ver .• cauled caulked one 
of' r wg beds, made a pair oars, ad shall launch r in skiff style •• 40 or 50 
v gibe up thens. It is evident they 1 v to r it at some upper pt, or return 

6/11 by unlaoding nd taking the wgs apart e t . • animals s1-.1ept bad: continually 
some near dtawnings of the men .. some at boys unwell from their gr exposure 
for l,ooo dols we dn again be on the oth side 1 cross again at I!,ckrnans ferry 
6/12 6/16 near Deer Creek 3 ferrys + emp ccerns got up by the Es + in opera, 
4th one ·above. • T~io se who ct~_ nued the NS v made a r ad i and ot along, 
where Major Sand~rson of FL as c,u e Es a mt oat cd ~ way. 

now a e Fs er ferryg themss across in rude rafts 
& dugouts of their own cstruc •• here are about 300 wgs tb crossed bf rt turn 
wgs 5. .-l n n drowned her few da ve turing too far in endeav 
curing to make their teams t a water . 
6/19 Rock Avenue evidence of terrible cvusl convuls i ons Prospect Hill 
6/20 cattle foaming at the outh, retchi ng & writhing, ooisnd by alkali. • 
we drenched them w vinega & melted lard ch soon relieved them .• if this 
S.., were skirted w timber i t db a £acsimle of the IB v passed ~ome 
t i::.e since FL McPike & r others Passenger train frcm p · t that left SJ , l . 7 da vs bf we did . • n in e region o rd ships & diffics . . some walkers 

I are passing us. r,ha men cannot do. . The Irishman w Wheelbarrow is now ahead 
and among the fore st h & m trs .. NS from FL 1 coubtless .b main road fo futureE 

[j ~ /21 IR rightly deserves so proud a title. Mi.y the Io r gl orious 
\ . · ct ev rest on a firm a basis .• stroll to top •• granite so hard that steel, 

unless highly empered, will batter ag it w/o makg a mark •• No man can form an 
idea of the g of this mas !"V struc w/o beholding it .• frcm here ctd 300 wgns 

d along Sw meanders •. '1he road crosses this stream 1/2 beyond IR 
5 mis fm e ford, brat us to DG compared t o ch, in pt of curiosity, wonder 

and mag, R vartishes into insig. • etc · 
6/22 saw :af ge party Crow Is. Seemd fr; are quite deceitful'. • 6/23 many i:s 
discrg on acct prob failure of their teams. It is evident that many must come 
short of the Ca mts. Ours hold up admirably 

/---n./24 }{~ Irishman passed us w nothi ng ; n the world but a mi l k_co.1,La.piece and a 

? 
small sacr. of crackers they left $ SJ May 8 nd r now ~'/ out+tra.vlg ox te§.llll3. 

· / 26 SP 
· 6,/2_2 Estell & O:> . s ]<press Mail line now ;-:tati coed ber e crosd 900 m SJ • • 

despite crowds have not seen a s ingle f7g~i/ quarrel or fight yet. This, i n a 
part oth ct where law cannot b put i nto execution in case of crime, argume s much 
for the Americn character 
6/28 ECO at the jc a half doz trs halted to b/ ~ debate the merits of t he 
diff routei:, .• many turned to get provs at the MCity 
6/29 soil a limelike dust. wind requires take off r wagon cover, clouds of 
into -:dust. . went 45 mis thru desert. · • '='teap hill at GR. . impos to cross in 
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5 /18 Fulton tr came u p by way of I 1•lfe th Creek u:::s:.;e::;,l:.:e::.::s""'s;.__:=--=-=-=--===-== 
the crowds. • I v seen i -:; blocked as far as the eye· cd see 'x:.. 
5/20 O:·en in danger of bg taken.. A oo pac er caught w a yoke of steers he / ' 
had stolen. - Dwriers v taken him tip & r riow enquiring ihtq his case. The "Hhite 
Is 11 r more dangerous than the Ps •. v a case of Typhus fever, Tom Allen 
5 /21 · to LB, beau streams / 
5 /22 met a t rader , • F, of St. Jose from Ecott ' s Bluff • 

e - sev lg wgs heav loaded w es, furs &c. . lli in orms that no less than 
5,000 wgs are ahead of us. He met ox· team trs 180 mile beyond FK. The early 
trs, instead -of bg bro~:en down on A.cct of no feet as orted, er dg well. • He 
caITies letrs fro the Fs to the SJ ID for 25c 

_::::::i~~~;e::.~~~~~~"-"c...iw...~~£.!,,ting 
the 

but kept on the old road ch 
drove cattle over to GI whe re . 

there is s plendid grass. r'n this .:. f te'.ims ·...J 
5/25 FK stid on a rise in the v am fm e rv, the road rung

0 

to th; r i ght • • atf"-
a ltl distance it resemb a vg •• a dry .cod s store and. po up to_ last ihite 3462 
wagons had passed over to t he M rou e.XDCDC~grl:txnfex 

... ~ ,ab.out 10 mj les uu ewise~ r:l_ver 1 1 2 m w the reatest depth 
C ,.fl.. did not touch t he "Wag'orr beds ; ow i req a g deal o f wi nding a ut to keep in 

c ~ Ii ' shallow water. Capt Bonds Co wa the tr 't_hat crossed over bf us , so that we v th 
\ honor to be the 2nd Ca train t has ever forded the Big P below S Fork •• we have 
' shunned the danger s.and nfs, and got ric!_ of the vast crowd 

5/26 sev trs crcmed over r side this evening, making the whole nu of wagons 70 
Ike 1,~cCowan says we er ed · into it w/o reflection, and he ac scared 2 wagons back 
on the spot •• this is r advantqge •• 
5 (27 terrific thunders rm • • · t~jous of B wallows to Elm Creek - --
5 /28 B ck 1Jillow La e (has Claytorts guide) vbn in sight of t he fuu th road all 
da Counted- at on time 97 wagons oh- it~· -. -
5/29 B hunt , in d il alc. o ey wol1! rung at full speed 250 yds 

, 5/30 springs at a\.mee Swamps jc n & s fs 
o .... ,\ \ J/ 5 /31 B cd v ki ed m t han 3 but regard it as wicket to waste a nnec 
1'Jc.r-r \\ 6/1 · B wi t1i' r ce pti on . comm± ee si e s oth P 

/✓ 

K 

6/2 the eye . s eks in vain for one pleasant object on ch to dwell after half moon 
Cedar Bluffs Cro cked Creek -- · 

reek afterpassing Lone .Tree cedar 12 feet in circumf near base, 
25 feet -h · •• branches appear reg and gree fm distance •• nearer, its -twisted and 
broken gbts exhibit the marks of a pelting storm thous names carved on trunk 
Two and /4 mi above this we came opp 1!I AH, where all the E up ST .funnel Castle Es 

6/4 i camps opp cd 2 m fm Crab Creek near II Observation Bluff 11 _ 

6/5 11 mis frm OBs come to ABR now loc opp C+HR makes a much better show when 
see ~Dll'DC in the distance, w the imag helping the eye SBs like a white cloud 
ri¢1.ng in the western horizon wild guess re ~ CR c nfusg atmos 
6/6 just bf crossing the Meridian of CR the road di.vides, one fork leading up the 
river and the other taking a mor·e direct course to SBs 
6/7 passed SBs they r the tallest Iv seen _fu)r :'.ng Creek stency wtr in sloughs 
6J8 cp haw Hide Creek (almost 
6/ 9 Lar9.P.1ie Ferry · 130 yds wide a:nd cnnb forded at this season, deep and swift. 
Only c hance for crossg is an old worn out flatboat pulled .by rope stretched from 
bank to bank. The Es v to ferry themss w/o assistance, and they pay 1. pwg. An:i:-c:als 
have to swim. On the whole this _is certainly a dangerous c r,ncern, •• crossed over 
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4/12 Boonville inter ~persed letter t o father 
4/14 passed the r esidence of D:- . John fuppington of the anti fever pills 
4/16 debate whether to go via SJ o,r a rt Southaf Independence 

if we v not had a glimpse oth Elephant hi slef wev atleast seen s howbill 
4/20 //interspersed letter ~j?/ sev stbts loaded with Gas and Ca wagons and 
animals. Lex pre sen L quI"te a poor appea:r- frm the river. • 9~·0s sed f erry her e 

4 2 take Plattsburg route to SJ (35 miles from SJ) 
4 25 head one o remar he had bn to s• and seen the Ele phant ~ 
broadside in the wa of crowds and starvation • ctradicto y stments 

o r co to SJ to see ow t , ,ings r gg there 

~.L..~4'±t.;.2~8~ SJ~.::.f~e¢-r::...r;J,_;c~s~i:.!s~t~s~o~f~--1...J.Q,.;IL)A~t~s:-l---~~~~~~~~¥.7 ~ ..:i:-;~~~a!o..!•t.... • they 
r crossg the Gas as fas t as pas and r now only: days (4/ 29 ) •• am proud 

Cold.Lhunting brethern r as civil a crowd as ever saw •• upwards of 
2,000 wgs on the pl ~ins • • Price : Stephens v gon to SJ today to get their like ~ 

-nesses taken to send to the:irbetter halves 
4/30 intend to crosss tomorrow and remain in bot m 8 or 10 days grazi.ng •• an 
xpres fro1 co Fi<: informs Es there is the pls, nor any feed tb had at 
anv ~ th farts · 
's7i cross, but not "till 2 ntwstdg 
ferry ard yest, but wl stay only a 
ferry ferry r 

out last Friday •• a 
bound for lie Platte 

steam 

5/2 ~ wg the Fulton Belle .• hrs 
mule wagons out 9f t he mud •• Geo 
mdE~glll:mocfflltt:xEfxtmoam11i 

e~cJils sneer at r ox teams •• we v pul led 
gambled, looks awful 

5 this Ibttom is a Cit of wagon nd tents •• not less than 4000 •• 1 .. •:m Price 1 
g w us in pl ace F Gi s . 
5/4 every conceivable cveyance, · c·_ud :ng foot •• old men, yg men, ministeri::, 
phys '.ciane, lawyer s, mechanics, a rmers etc etc 
5 /7 elements v entered j nto a mpact with the Elephant. . snow & sleet 
5/9 we are off. -:-only object o prairie road is crooked and irreg to keep dry 
5/10 wolf creek db impos w/o t he toll bridge 25c 
5/11 now 5 w s . • o see ho~ many doctors r t o Ca Ever y train 
has 2 or 3 

• 5/12 no powers of dscr i ~ " boundl ess 
plains •. green es ·ke -waves of a never ~imi endi 
5/12 by measurg the wa on+whee and countg its rotations find r rate of tvg 
tb in the m 2 miles 5 furl on s per hour, and of an evening when the teams are 

ioting the wat ch, & the gait of the team, -- can come within 
le of the distance tvd ea cay 

5 /13 gr with mon ent of ELkhorns, from 49. • tr lost 3 fine horses, thinking ti 
green to stand rd so near home. Some clever fellowe who er tired of walking 
slipped up an{ r ode them off note change in the car oth grass camp in 
Ha ttlesnake ollow · killed 6 / -

5/14 Minewa 5/15 need umbrella fr om the run; Lhave goggles, o:( gr servicE/'.. 
· r vommon and soti exci tin • • wgns .make a gr show, being winding . 
th caravans at in ancient days, tracked the gr Sahara •. we are 

f the mee ret g Oas ev day a t Jc IR_hope to mkeet Boone 
and ~ l away frs who seem al to ~ patronized the S::mthern startg points 
5/16 e::xit by sunrise .• 20 mis back fron BB the Fbr road joins . . a co of 

.:_.. Ii S Drago~ p,.ssed us here 
•~/17 9 mis fm BB passed j~ I & SJ rts .• the fqrmer not much traveled yet, the 
Ei--m fII)- I bg behin_? . Posted card for r Calloway f rs . • in co with llC Chwan & 

-Co. and an Indiana team but vn orgd a mess •• many horss stolen by whi.te men •• 
~turnees try to avoid trains, cs they are pestered so much 
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a..uut 25 mi above the Sink sev thous acres of good grass, at ch place Es 
stop a few days to recruit their stock •• on the 40 · desert there are sev 
wells but the _water i:;; so salty s to be unfit for _ se 

fod Carson rv 100 · the Ceor e 'lbw t+off ch or 50 f:'lil cc s 
nearer _ he , wa on road , bg about 120 

we ar d · dle Fork of Am Rv 
The sufferg and death mst vbn ve of ch I presume 
u vbn informed gold 

I was at Sac n t he ews of t he Adwission of Ca as a St arrived. 
The vesse t he ne fired 130 guns The ynch w is s 1 i n 

·f orce ; hear of on or two bg l ync e ev week and strung toa limb .• a 
bad -place for yg men w are easily led into gaming. In last 9 days deaths in 
the City were 164, p inc fm Cholera 

ps 

410 
U. T. 

Joseph 3.unme rs. 
please send me a paper ctng the official vote for the governor of Ohio 
//not in pescript// 

Fo~.1ler 
James Folwer "Memoranda of lnspections fm F Lv 1cs to GS1, City 

cm original br leather binding / / with t ypavcript·-

notebk kept while on t our of inspec •• records i ~ eds at F Lv 8/1, Fto 
Ri.ley, R:>rt Kearney, R:>rt McPherson, R>rt Sedgwick, CT, F--rt l>iorgan, CT, 
Denver, Fort Bridger, UT and Campt Douglas UT near SLC Nov 2, 1866 and ends 
w notes on navigabi2ity of the Colo Fv 

_i\ll•these notes er incorp -in the full re corts submitted by & to QMG and pub 
in DJSPECTIONS GY GENERALS RUf-LI NG AND HAZEN. LETR Fl-1 THE SECY OF WAH TR.A.NS{, 
HITTING ffEi'ORTf _OF INSPEGTJ'.ofJ 11A~ ,Z GENRALS R AND H_ (39th Congr~ss, 2!i_ 
Session, House EX' Doc No. 45 , 1 67) ·-, 

,/ ,,,/ 

/ X X X X X X X X X 

and guide. 

home in Mo nc bcm member oth fac of 1.-:m Jewell 
parents 11/23/50 ch he serit by his uncle, W. E . 

"guide" for safekeeping with the 

the j, ltrs and guide give a det i l ed dscrin oth j ac the Pl from :fulto~, Mo ·~ 
to Weber C, Ca in co with cle~..}l - ];._ Stephens and Cant Joseph Price, ~ 
and~ b-i-1 J. Pemberton Gib who turned back 4/17~ Reached - SJ 4/ 27, crossed 
the Mo. -i+/:x 5/1 and n ~ 5/ 9 st rted west via. • SCO HCO, H and Carson rvrs 
to Hangtown, 8/28, and to¢ mines on vebe~ Cree~ . 8 

ORIGINAL; NOTE ~- OF A J TO CA 
of CALLOWAY COUNTH MIS 2 0URI 

OF 1850 by Wm. - R. F.othwell 

TRANSCRIPT:~after a gr deal o pre, expense & anxiety we rat length r in 
readi !}ess to l v ·our homes •• f _ E-ac V. we JXXXX make r start tomorro\.!_ 
LIST OF OUTFIT. Irzy total 472 , 60 -lIJ.Y 1L4 pa.rt 118 . 15 other 251,15 
1/10 rm roads in hor~ · • to Columbia . • met Col- Swi tzler, editor of 
MIS "O'\RI STATEs:tviAN: ). -n- 1' 

i Io, II 

1-:> 
-j {. 9, 



Arrived diggins 12th Au ust the gold is found 

LETTER SAC CITY FEB 15, 1850 to Ca::-oline 
in care of Israel Kibbe / 

YU 70 

~ar River 

Arcade, 1-yom Co NY 

have 800 dols in gold dust but expel)S'es if I can stay here this season I 
think I can get home with 1500 or a-✓thousand dollars ,· n and that will make 
us cf orta. ble: ./ 

vnbn sick a day but I have suffered all.most death co::1eim; over the plains. • 
my iron constitutin stood by"me if it had not been for you and the children 
to thinlr6r--1-s-sh.ou l d of certainty of given up mi£ and dyed 

~~ or i ~ } a l letter with Sac Cal postmark stamp /;- - xx x xxxxxxx 
IETTER TO HIS "ESTEEMED CCi•lPANION" DRY Trnm 

mines 
b - an open letter-describg briefly the ov rt and the 

cm. w typed transcript 

pages in a sm notebook w glazed . paper covers: HINERS' 
A.1,..,,.__,_....,__ RS POCKET IETTER BOOK. DESIGNED EXPRESS _ FOR Tm: co·vK-1IENCE OF 
MINERS AND TRAVELLER~ T1:=1TID~ EINES. by .bs. W. Greg y. NY~ 1850 

1 

the letr, prob to wife ~ tels o health, his ~ave m diggings on mf AR 
to Dry 'fuwn where has partnership with .bhn t he rwood of Guernse;_r Ct. Ohio 

nd letr (25 pp) is same date ~s for pub· recipient wishes •• ov j from 
FtK May 6 to SIC, the H and cars on · rvrs, Georgetown fut-off and the mf 
oth AF., 7 /22, nd eds in the m 1.nes. 

TY?ESCRIPT (2nd letter) 
of those who hve got the 
lished or not 

30, 1850 / a few lines for the benefit 
lv it optionary w yourself to v it pub 

Since my departure fm home /28 v enjd remarkbly g health, except while in 
the City /Sacl o , 21st in I had a short spell of Cholera M,:rbus 

We left Old Fort · Ke e 6th Ma '\.Ji ule s •• we got along 
rapidl y .• a o wa ers 1g we gov over them safely. 'lhe gr and only obstacle 

_io us 3,,a:.. tl:te soa..:c · t , of ra ss. 
~ 1 9t h June we aprd a t 1 y GS, L. . r, his V is s~ngular in appea"'.'ance and the 

mos beau one Iv ever seen dscr i be s city and farming intell and industrious 
people remnd in i ty for 2 days in order to lay in provs, but these er ard to 
get on acct of t he scarcity 
~ left t b,e;'~ i±,y on 22nd ct i ng r J up n s oth l ake . Grass in abundance until --we came ta ER r-e:t bead of t bi s ry saw a man who was shot by an I , whch wa s on 

;ist of Ju · y , rja roed S,.mue l Olj yer, o f' Michi gan. Ih we s OX1 g:Y,9.Pd w~ o.t, an_ 
died on the JL..th . le was shot in -the left breast about 3 inches above the : '. eart. 

After he died h e was eipnd and a flint dart w as found near his eart • 
.,;;J-....__ Th ' hi said sm vd the rd last year to be 6 to 10 feet deeper 

ll\ - than las t yr . ts waters sor ead wide over !.'owning e grass an k 
i ng i t ve scarce. 
- On t his river the Es saw hard times • • 300 mis bf it sinks theold road bg 
cvrd w water a new one was made • • freq obliged to swim the ::·v or wade a quarter 
of a mile nearly tor waists to get a few stalks of grass for animals. much 
Saleratus poi soning •• 
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6/9 to Bluff Crick 6/10 to Camp creek 
6/J.l to San Hill (rick passed the Lone Tree some larettes was cut _/ 
6/12 went 30 mis to ABR 6/13 33 mi to CR, at 40 miles ,, 
6/14 to Spring creek 6/15 first timber for 200mi.s / / 
6/16 to Fort Laramie ford 6/17 6/17 crossed Lararrd.e ford /tJF / and w nt 4 miles 
down??? the river. Come in the road from I a~d SJ,; 'lhare is af e built by 
the traders. Here we come tothe BHs~ near 85 mis across 
A/19 to la bonte river bullet wound all well as ever 
6/21 to Muddy Creek, • we are now over the BHs 
6/22 to Upper Platt ferry kept by Ms 3. pwg 6/23 

6/24 went 26 to 1Dz Forded Swat Jhdeoendance Rock av 
The water at the DG passes throu a nar::-ow gap in th ts. The rock is 400 ft perp 
6/28 through fuuth /pass/ abd ti the Pacifick Spr.·ngs ••. .§:i r::so light thr"u this pa 
rt oth J on with defultv that a a n breath if thare i s much dust. 
Bne m the P.Luri s consorn-pti ve 

2 jc o rigon and Ca roads 
_ 7/2 ta FB, a tp kept by tbe rot.ears 
-2lJ arv t o City of GSL over 2.hi mts here until the 10th (arrivd 7th) 

'.Lhare was a gr many people, ne ·e tlla.t s teams and pac~ed 

t t f /from here the j takes the form of rem wherein the harrowing expers oth j fm SL 
\ \\j r csolidated in a single lengthy ntry,. • a miracle that he did not eat the leather 

\ covers off his diary rather th that tts pages went neglect~d_guring ordeal 

m 7/10 to Nov 30: We [tha is, the dia!'istjand 9 remaining membex·s oth co/ John & 
George stayed to sate fo some ac~uaintance to pack •• ferry at Bear Eiver the 

water was salt but I w c l ed to dri it or die •. it was dad: and I was alone. 
The rest h h a~on a neaa:- -

The next da m orse gave out an0I had to leave him and go a foot from here 
/ e s t 1 1 retain his pack ani~al I was a lone. - The rest of the co went oj, 
It is ever:r everY,; one Q:ie days tv thru the hot sun brought me on 
the main road f Ft. Hall •• fm here I tvd in co and in sight of teams and J cd --­
camo ever kn" t w wa ons. ~veragade 30 to 35 ma day •.• I passed throu Hot 
Spring vally in / ,J/ Snake or Root Digers ct, the worst Is on whole route. 

, __ .,,, J , ~ 

from the e thare I come on St. :,i arys R the land is pure gr /it/ and the 
dust is f 8 to 12 inches deep, • 20 miles to &nk no water 45 miles acrossed '> 

the deas _rt, to Trucky Fiver I laide down to k±ck bucket· but I thou ht 
of- !:ho and it give me a lit -more - rit an wou1d=:get-up---a.nd stager along. I 

s s m tonge an os cracked n b was able toget tothe water 
f-ter drinking a little I felt better-, Towards -knight - I took some grass and 

wa r in my kanteen back t , the horse. • I poerd water on the grass and ~ e eat and 
en he went to the river first rate. • In crossg the desert I saw 46 dead 9xen and 

horses b~sides Pome li~e ones that cdn go any father. Thare was only 27 teams 
ahead of me and some 20 here. itxixxnmcx:M.2X!ldd«s 

I went up the Truckee R.iyer 11 the way 80 mis. Lhad to ford the rv 27 times, 
Co dn give ma any provs •• But when they eat brdfst in the mg I sat do~m and began 
to eat as hard as I cd for I had not any/hing Pince noon bf and not much then. They 
looked at me but sayed nothing. They , as from Misourie .• I pretended to be half 
craisy and they ~ayed if I would vein the mg they would sell me some flour and 
bacon. They did and I went on • . fume Packers overtook me and ::: tvd with them se 
days but m~, feet was so sor I cdn keep up so I had to v on alone but :managed to 
sta. eve - kni ht -with s -e one some .days 40 mis; - some not more than 10 

Bf crossing the pass saw whare the Ibnner party was catch in the mts • • I saw 
the hss they made. ,;I We found a childs scull with, some hare on 
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OAT. _367 ..fil)RF~W~S ·J 9 A OV TR F LAKE MARIAt ~ UETTE CTr, MiBS WISC 
TO CA ND LlFETTXllf:'.IN THE MINES 3/12;@)to 6/8~ . 
87 pp 2,:xi~ 12 cm opi.ginal black leather binding ink script legible 
--- / and tw typescript 
Letter to his wife. c City 2/15/50 4 pp 25 1/2 cm 

The j records-b the j fm His across Ill and Iowa to CBs, the ~b P and sw rvrs 
o , -;nd c:-.IP-Jily 7+9. From July 10, when O started on ine , no entries 

er made until~ 3~ when he wrote briefly of his suffering on the j from SL ove 
the M route - to he H- and Truckee river and the Di8gins 8/ , etc •• On Dec 1 
he again made entries almost daily until they break off o June 8 1850 in R 
Redwood ct •• the j is fod b,,43 pp of mema, accts nd reJ' rds of employm of helpers 
showg that Orvis~ in 18J8 was back on his farm in ~· • 

TYPESCRIPT 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE; AMO b NY 1819 •• md engd in mning impos fo Caroline 
w 4 children and in poor health to go and impra, to remain in 1·is and rk the 
farm. Ace, she retd to Michi and her kinfo 

Andree'~ sat 911t. J/1? j is detailed, frank nd for the mst part acc .• had copy 
of GJ..aytons guide , theref took thens •• ew oth gold+seekers had gone this way 
'? ?'? and even f ewer v left known .is of try s rtoue ????? From SL the diary 
becomes somewhat cfused. In the d eser:r;s A's horse foundered and he, unable 
to keep up with the tr, was abandoneg 1by the trajn •• such heartless.desertions 
seem to vbn c omm -nplace . • Unlike o:thers, A. won throueh and wrote the chroni cle 
of hi ordeal. The inartic voice_§-' of the hosts oth de serted s peak in his ~ges. 

On Jug reached land of gold •• p:~ospecting tour •• found some gold succ ven+ 
ture in fuc real estate gay nite life of that wicked city on June 18 8,1850 
he is rots busily trailg a band of maraudg Is itj.lled sold till 1895 + 76 
diary written in ink and ~x the chirography tho priiall is_that of one more 

_accustomed to wielding the scythe than the pen. The· spelling is p ic and really 
"'Tascinating when one getis the swing of it E.E. 

I 
JOUENAL 
31/:12 l ef t Lake Ma.r-ia. etc • 

.r- 4 14+5/28 we (3) .went to Jowavill!=! . on the Desmoine R. . thru old Pgecny or Ioway 
City. Then to Ed yvi :\-le oh the Desmois R. . .Pisgah, a M town w 150 ·hss or hovels 
of small poles c v rd with F hakes and straw 'earth 120 ms , to Q:nmsel Bl uffs 
5 rvd at Bluffs sold r wagon and bot horses, rige d t o pa.ck, and orgd co of 
52 men an O, h orses and mule s. He erased the !'4;issura R the 27th of May 70 

r r od s wide, ve mudy •• cb settled oy a l i tle m_lk _pou red in, it •• on 28th 
18 mi to Pap i-a. ck. 

Libert · Pole /the dia:dst is }i tvg the _Mr ,instee.6. of the 
- -::m::-:o:::r::e::--:ge::::-,,,_,,.,b~rm.-r--?'l"r=--o-=-s -=-sg=---,Er.P1""1""'<. orn c hac_i to ferr y . . re-\rolver accid d ~schargeci 

linc'i it loc}6€d in - .J · j_ p ~ :.J 1 1t Z ~nc. e::' ":~011 th<? hin "bone t- e 1; usel 1--· re:, ri"'a--
m~_ :: s to et my c'!i.rt on. f i re I_ rode i _ a wagon in ver ,yy much r,a. i n 
5/ 30 She l l ck . . pi stol ball cum out this l.n·i r,hi;. -i_n the knight. 
5 /31 6/l1,1ent t c ··pper f nr;l o.:' L--up Fork. r~•;;d w ol~ I Vg t:,:. t ·-,: rJ. 'c,2en 
blrnt by t he 2coi.rif1)and i n the f a_ll of 46 . • we found a gr a t- t he f r d . A man 

__j_f..oew? / had 3.een shot -by I s' shortly bf'· we arri ,;ed here . In much pain 
- 6)'J"still suf:ering 6/4 went 35 ;n -to Elm creek 

6/5 a bihe to ride horseback again, :c:lthou i n pain to willo ,1 lake 
6/7 Hent a hunting killed 2 Bufa low and one kiti.loe i in co of J2 
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4/26 started from Beaver ck or the city of disapointment •• went to Bi.jCDi.... 
creek and cpd •• lot of men that come thru on the Snoky hill fork, c e to us 
here and er almost dead with hunger. hey left some behind that ey think 
is dead by tthis tinie- · 
4/2? went past Freemonts orachard western humbug countr 

}

- 5"/2 started for Bij our creek 5/9 still on Beaver Creek ~e oought a -pine boz t 
today and some that tried to sail down Platt river an gave it up at the mouth 
of this· creek. • • 

· 5/9 turned our faces toward theEast 
5/13 we are on this side oth crossing about we meet a gr many of the 
cherry creek e mi rant~ gg to califo ia 

- me 32 teams gg -to Calif and 1JUt~ nd ve few gg to cherry creek 
5/18 met 100 teams and 400 men gg to ; Gl'lif 
5/19 140 wgg to Calif and Utah d a well 8 feet deep for water 
5/20 119 teams gg to as all the rest are 
5/21 to the fort turned r hor_stfa at noon to bait 125 wggs and 500 men 
5/22 met 148 wgg and c 600 ~en, plus a fewJa.dies 
5/23 met 83 wggs and 332 pen for Calif 
5/24 114 waggons and 3,00 men and women ditto 
5/26 met 173 wgs, 2 / trains of ch was gg to S() with goods 3 me Pvg 

/ / 
5/28 elm r ove & men took up claims and land here and have got some of it ploughed. 

- his is the most beau part of the ct be MR and cherry creek they v named this 
place ..:t.he c · ·ty of Mahala 20 claims taken in all 
J ipr o ims rry crossed over I1_atte 4. 50 cd on calif road 

·-spo t_9(1ay passe 23 new log hss and one frame hs and a steam saw mill nu of 
wggs~ exceed them gg on ss 

_ 5_1.31 cd on Elkhorn river at a sm place called Bridgeport passed 
r t hru Fremont w about 50 inhabs 
'--e-jl CI'OSsed the MOriyer 
- o/2~ home. • as wel l and safe as we were when we started and I think in a m 
- healtBy cd for I enjoyed the trip etc. 

,,,. 

!)AKE,_~ IA P ~~ff 
lime l ,...-:t 50 CAT 

•" • I 

CAT 387 PO.\TERft MARY L. ROCKWOOD (M:J,'~ Americus Windsor) "Tne overland route, 
leaves fm the .i of a Ca E, 11 185q_. M, copy signed at end: "Written by A. Fis ld 

chmond, 1859. it 3 ft cm ink on blue linen 

Dr. Americus Windsor Powers emigrated fm vt to 1,-fl.s in 1841, setled on a farm 
near Palmyra, and md :Vary L. Rockwood •• later sold the farm to Warren Richmond, 
who had md into the Rlwers family, and in 1856 w wife- and 3 chil std ov f Ca. 

the ms dscrbs the j fm April 17 by tr fo Chi and Iowa City, nd ov by CBs, 
the P, FL, Malade River, IR, I.asf!ens Cut+off to the fuv v, with all hardship nd 
sufferg, and frlns of M women, rut gives few details of rt. 7 months on the j 
finalled settled in San Leandro 

a note in pencil at end reads: "Mrs. Mary L. Powers died on May 11858. _ 
The ms is preceded by a :::ote addressed to the eds oth NORTI! WESTE N HC\ME JOURNAL _ 

pub in Chi, 1856+1862. The ms was pub in full in THE AMATEUR BOOK COLLECTOR 
9/50 to 1/51, \bl I, Nos. 1+5. The ed, W. B. Thorsen, has e:xpanded the acct by 
inser§ pasgs fm ltrs of Mary Powe~s written to her mother, ch he quote9 from SC'ME 
ANNALS OF THE P~WERS FANIL (',-!lPow~rs_, LA, ;1924). Thor sen was unable to find 
that the mas was pr ·_nted in the NORTH WEST":RN HCME JOURNAL 
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6 GEORGE L. POPE 11 ~NCIDENTS OF TVG FM COLDWATER TO PP,~~/ 
~ !-~ch 7 to Jme 28 85 pp 15 cm original binding typed tr. 

BR LEATHE:R 
Po w party of _L ch,.,..,men, left Cbldwater, Branch ct, 3/? for lP •. -to 
pt abo 28 m 'We -✓of Bi..j our creek. Mi.ny oth party had turned back at 
Beaver·Cree discrgd by reports from retg miners, on on May 2 Pope nd his cpans 

started back to Bijou c and the _tr e by FK, Iowa City, and Dixon, retg 
to (bldwater June 28/ / wi the d is a photo tat of a p frm NEBRASKA NEWS 
ne br city 3 ,112 w acct of arr at that town the M.chi co. 

TYPESCRIPT 
3/7 started frrm cold water at noon ar v Chi, • by train 

rom m. w neg r for SJ 3 12 got to sj Willow Grove rl saloon 
n cart boys try to get passage wi th us •• many bacipackers, some w carts, 

some w mules, some w oxen all cov and equiped as the law directs ??? 
3 15 loaded up r t hings. harnissed 9'P horses started loaded 
r traps on oard o r,.e a J. / 

1 .Amazom..a , ~taway l'>Iand. Ibwa Point, Forrest City, vhite Cloud 
9/1? sot on sand bar_ boundary line Ks and Neb Ruls landsing Eangtown, 
Wine bago City, k-ago, Eroi.msville 
3 /18 Ca pt named Merri son. Sidney Landing :t-e bra ska City unloaded our traps, 
got sot in the mud. got some oten, got out, broke our wagon open, ran away. 
all gith now. slept in barn · 
3/20 l:bwkerr co stopping at American House 60 c pd cold winds 
3/21 cherry creek miner, badnews about gold digging Sioux City brought 
passengers for Cherry Creek 

3/22 depressed sprits get tJ;~e Elephant for ourselfs 
swerving from the perpendicui~r altitude 
3/23 have engaged some papers called the Neb· C5 ty News 

Bowke1°s co 

3/24 lb a p, seling out part of them tr ing to hire out 
o r•a Maj ors at 21 per month holster for my pistol and belt 

3 2 5 started o the ,1:nines k etrees 
weening w.rler named from battle ctoes and Is, ancient tradition 

3/29 salt creek. 1500 Is in camp now co of 22 
--z:/1 snow and freazing e lm creek 4/2 lay over as snow 2 feet deep this is 
75est place fo r a jranch Elm grove . ,( 

get out of it~we can 
700 to 2000 ci rcle of horses skulls 

4/4 we are caught in the trap and now must 
4/9 remains of .an ol p vg ::,u.tnumbrd by Sx 
61 in number nd remains of an old sod hs 
4/7 rv s shallow cnn hardly be used b a row boat 

... 4 Owe.:t tothe f ort ot some wood paid 50 ce fo r an am.full 
went to fort mended r wg an go bus corn an 200 flour saw the flying 

artillery cmanded by Lt Robinson 200 soldiers nd about 30 bldgs discd miners 

4/12 t o~ 22 mile po_i c..t 4/23 to plum creek cd at 42 m pt lhstgins co shot B 
4/14 got to 52 m ..E_t 4/15 2 m beyond cotton wood springs, • visit :Xs camp. 
Huts madp of p0les ch si erect and tied a t the top and covd with B skins sewed tog 
w sinews· in ave neat manr. In their habits they r ve filthy and their bodies 
nearly naked · 
4/16 passed Freemont S:iring, . cd . Cfallens Bluffs near SF met mail from SL 
that co gets from the govt 250 , 000 per yr , S L to SJ 
4/18 p 4/23 cmd on Beaver creek some l eave fo r home many begging their way 
ac , c othe s ragged etc •• we are now on a stand still and a day or 2 will 

tell whetehr we go or back. 
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roads divide we keeping the right hand one, ch shortly brings us to the NFP 
Camp SS P started for the F to see ():)1 Ibffma.n xmi a.bout selectg 3 officers to 
arbitrate the case (bet Magraw and Cbodale) • He a pptd Ca pt Iovell, Ir. Getty, 
Surgeon, and Fev. Mr. Vaux the comtee met at 5 pm nd after hearg an ac of the 
diffic ccluded that the pro of Tim Goodale was a fair one++ to give or take with 
a bonus of ?400 to the party sellg 

most of time at Getty I s quarters •• meeting w (apts Clark, Dickinson, Lovell, 
and Lt Snith, all int frs of 1.fi.lliam •• pol M desired me· to t ka ea further 
estiI11ate from Beaudeau 's Ranche to this Camp, )S}1! the road bg sadly i n want of 

repairs · ~ 
8/29 invitation to Chuch from Rev. Mr. Vaux .. Mi.gra beastly intxociated 

after visit with officers half the time since lvg I he s bn under the influence 
of brandy and sadly neglected tu duties assigned him the Dept 

8/JO Dick Poor, 1<:,ng and I to fort, meeting P.rank .. f c1ark, ll.ckerson, Villopegh 
arr.3. Livin'3'ston at the Sutlers store; . hailed by Ma/ Johnson in one of the adobe 
offices. • all hands but Cetty concluded to attend/ church, ch was to be held in 
rev . Vaux• F house. He gave us a most beau se rmo:r;1:: • the best reader I can listen 
to after ch Maj .nhnson invite me, Poor and Io~g to lunch. • visit Chey prisoner 

/ 
8/31 affairs with Mtgraw & Goodale cmg to a !~cus •• former made some arrgs with 

.,_Jfess W,,rd &: Gearv Sutle :r:s at FL, for them yo buy the goods only paying the cost 
price at §L & he pa.yg the freight to this_ :pt amt to be paid . Cbodale 3617. . 
delays costing I.e t at lea ··t 1250. • inc~riding advance partv at 250 pd 

Mr. M.lls Cl , rk for Mess 1.}ard and Geary spent pa.rt oth day with us. 
9/1 Magraw resigned the good to Mr. J:,fills clerk to Mess i Ward & Gearie 
9 2 det t o l eave such a rasaily llip"G~· • we call came to l' L where Mr. Garie gave 
ij,2a room across the Rc_ver a n a stofehous e for our effect O uncfortable cct Is 
9/ 3 in am preps for movg r quarters ' and finding eating houses about 3 Col Hoffma 

, n ordred that tents be given us 
Y:r. Magra1,1 to fort .. R>or _.1:)assg the S3 was ;1ailed by !vf.agraw he demands 

; the barometer gets beastly drµbk again he employed 2 men as engineers niehter 
of whom no anything of the d~ties one named Finley an Englishman the other 0' Ne 
Neal the former tvd w the ~0th Regument of Inf from Ilr, an incompetent we send 
an xpress to Lander hopi)'.l'(; e 1 fall back on us and sustain all hands in this 
important move wne u, bpard at ;1 rs. J ohnsons 

• 
9/4 busy all day writ~~i up the charges ch we prefer against Migraw we v not yet 
resigned only left th~· train acct Mi.graws brutality and bad mgmt. 
9/5 still busy with fri ting up charges & prepa.rg pvt letter to A H Campbell 
Eng Chief fupt of o r Road 

10th fug of IBf ,- eft to Utah this mg .• 
9/9 5th Reg of r:nf left for Utah this am 9/11 aft at SS met a !)Ortion of Lt. 
Warrens command~ t the garrison .• called upon ():)1 !bffman and family 
9/13 spent the g at church rev Mr. '\aux givg us a very good sermon 
9/14 long waTh up LR ,, most winding stream news band of SO Che~s li..ad attacked one 
of Russell & Waddell 's trains loaded with Jrmy supplies, a few mi e Ai Kd 3 men 
nd captured/ 0 rifles and 20 -o cartridges not an I was kd The mail ch left on th 
11th retd t ·. the F today, fearing to continue to K 

The Sx: 'lribe are grad drawing around the F. . fm apps they may winter here Mr. 
Garie Suter & I trader has sent over 12000 hides to the Sta tes (traded from Is) 

-a V'd.I.Ue of' 4.50 per s1d.n.. . Invitation to Ioifmans for dinner visit to 
"Snooks+town" for my boiled shirt ?? • • at the Sutlers Col !bffman cannot say 
when the mail will leave (w/ my charges ) 

~ · 9/f7 express f ram FK had been attacked twice by Is Old Pa+pa.n the Trader ret t 
F from S Es :·eturned w skins horrible noises fm Sx acct baby dies •• old' chief 
makes zcep to tree burials, digs whole in gr•for child, stuck a big pole, a facsii 
mele of a barber sign, at the :-,add of the grave, where it shj_nes cspic 

///penciled CCR of charges// 
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& rejoined us. The man (soldier)who shot Young ~lly at Iaramis is in 
irons at the fort waiting trial Maj Johnson informs me that a valley line 
can be had up the ;jF cutting thru bluff at AH and "· gain at SBs ballast gv 
to west bank of Smiths fork No. 37 
8/17 No. 38 26 mi fm e·when it first present itself to view (CR) 
tomorrow a g look at it, the road pa.ssg ~Qthin 2 miles Iawrence Fork 
at noon •. snlendid view of CH, Chpitol Rock and & Major Johnson left us today. 
Capt Van Vliet and a det of 30 men meeting us at noon . . 
8/18 Campt 39 re fficone 100 ft, shaft at least 60 ft Old hunters say 
they c remember the time when the shaft was 40 or 50 ft 'gher. Hr. Bridger 
declares that a shaft of lightning knocked off a "uar t r of a mi~e ofc•'i t 11 

for the first time since I we r vg a g view of mt c getting to Cr rather 
lbaorious, numerous gopher holes, and canons res showing decay of this 
once very high column 

8/19 No 40 reached Bluffs near sunset Col Ma raw put the ~en to work af it 
required nearly 2 hours to make the road e •. much labor. lb required to 
make it a first rate road the dealy of a we or ten days with a large force 

• is requi tiste to complete t r.e road per inst~ ,tions DI bl~£' extends. to 
the river, yet a suff space may be there to ' llow passage of rail+raod 
8/20 N::, 41 this mg Mi ·:raw wished to iron nry Herndon, detailed to me in place 
of H M Long. • refused. • turned him adrift / /the bastard// in the aft Magraw 
detatled me to go back 11 mi to the fork of road and take a recon up the upper 

· road "Extracts from Pehhrers note,s 11 

the work was cmncd at the descent i -to the ravine on the Eastern side - it con 
sisted in wideng the road; easing the descent &making more room for the turn 
(in the bottoms ) which is a very shprt one; etc. 

There is a fine spring on the j e side oth Bs near the foot, a bout 1/2 mj 
to the right of the road. some lt/ work was done in making a basin or reservoir 
to receive the water. It is in tlie hard sandy clay, thro which the ro13-d is 
cut, whare it ap passes thro the/ gorge a reservoir might be cut here large 
enought o hold 15 to 20 hogshe ds 

•• csid work was done on t he ascent from the ravine by cutting down the hill and 
widening the road. • double t6rn widened · 

Another spring, was s djfocd in the bottom oth ravine, • temp of Spring at the 
foot oth the Blffs was found to be 54 •• elev oth road at its passage :tkks thro 
gorge to be 81 feet above ,.,this camp There are one or two points- some- 30 feet 
higher on the road west ~f the gm:· ge that may be avoided The eh height to the 
summit or rather the hi~hest acce5sible pt was 460 feet above this place one 
of the peaks to the So/th might be 30 feet higher 

NICHOIS NOTES 8/21: news of fight b.etween Col. Sum: er & the Qieys nd that 70 o 
r 100 Is were kd & aptured 
8/22 23 waiting or Cbl Migraw 
8/24 my birthday Capt ,42 train came up to us and we cp:l aoubt 1 m w Ibrse Creek 
Crossing quarrel between Cbodale and Mtgraw ++ !- R3ynolds n old trader 

___llagraw fU:Qcrastinates., probably scared of Ms 
8/25 C O at L vg any amt of hay made at this point, parties who cut and stack 
it get 15. ton -~ynolds Ranche -or- Lodge is .iust across the •· river from our camp. 

" Hi"'9°Squaw and 2 chil pay visit to Cbodale . 
8/26 Camot 44 made noon halt at Drip's Ranche + ~fps is an .. I trader and ::,~ as 

<En cnected with this business for 30 yrs bf reaching D 1s r repairs r nee labo,--
25 men and 8 horses and carts 35 days for make a first rate road. 
8/27 C4 mpt 45 Ca.pt Frank Clark Com~ssary ToDt passed along with a. cmand of 
men & a few wgs en r for SL le did not at first recollect 2e. :.•e crossed 
Laramie Fork 150 wide with a g rock bottom curr ve swift near this pt the 
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8/3 C2.mp N° . 4 Maj or .bhnson jd r x ped intendg to g afa L he inspected 

\

the men and arms and tak,in~ 15 men as a "forlorn hope!! started the train •• 
express from Cen Harney to Mi.j or J with letter from Col. G.unner 

....,..-: 
1
8/4 carnpt 25 more Cas retg w horses •• pass site of fight •• soldiers burying 

~ .- II!]an_, found with sea lp off and sEuck on a pole face mutilated w tomahawk 
/'.8/5 No. 26 . . B seen, but cant hunt on mules 

8/6 8/8 No 28 Ctnwood Spring Creek hills a much b.'.Jlder ou · ~e 
18//8 Camp N_o . 9 S and N Ps parallel for some 12 miles bf th make _a 
\ e s d Look+Out+ futte a highoonical shaped p.'.J int of and 26. 9 
'Camp at Fremont Spring. • Cbdc:iaJe f oments f'.e s bej;we the G~ 

'C ~ 

jc 
miles 
& I"lagraw 

refuse survey_ of forks ,--~L,t-~:;_!......,,,t.,;:.:.....-.-~"-:-::--=0=--'..::F~ l=:;:lc:::o.:.:n~s_b=luff s, 3 1/2 miles 
- ~ 10- -met one of 1-r. Oiiles I train returng fm L 

18/11 ro. 32 prepare crossing tr of Col Sumner has Charge of 2 

/\ ,-t-

1Qie prisoners •• Sioux pass , squaw and her chil 0 1 n ct re.ssed over 
oday, no repairs requir e • • on ·, t r ee call ed ne Tree we passed after tvg 

6 miles, • Ev man crossg the pls hfili- it ptd o to him •• grasshopper cloud 
8/12 N0 • 33 after 2 nis we cross the 1 SFF take triangulations 
8/i3 N 34 making for .!sh Hollow the bu ear of the wagon road •• after gg 9 
miles M-. Lowe, wagonmas er or Sumner sa id he _ new of a cut+off. 
So Cbl Magra dedided to try it, detailin me with 3 others to follow the old 
.road and join the train at the spring :i,' Wien we ha.d gone about 5 
miles fu:r-ther one- of the most enchant·:rig sights presmted 1tself to our eyeso 
The rbllow was seen below us with numerou small rabines ravines. • in all imag 
shapes etcetc. it was a pix for a , 'painterand really repays anyone for its 
numerous privations. • the great drawback of the Eion is Af H, the entrance 
to ch is ve steep and precipitate one gr object in r coming is to try to find 
a new inlet by ch a gr- s avg of stock and wagons rnRy he derived. W''li lP- rest.i.ne 
in the Hollow, waiting for ~/ tr, some returng Ca Fs passes us among the n um'ber 
was one lady a M.ss Sa,:r<:,h .Fit Pellet. • Cbl '.'ii.graw informs us she is a gr temperan 
ce x11Llecturer and 1.Jas sent out by some Boston Cb. to make or give breeches to 
the poor of Kansas. / 

I 

Arter tvg 20. 5 m Caml}(34 was made within 1/2 m of right bank NF and we st of 
"Fo _ · attan" · 1 i The Fort is constructed of adobes,_ one ft,ory 
µigb . The ra.11par s r built of the same material about 5 ft hi by 2 1(2 thick 
~00 by 100 feet in 2-rea Immed opp the camp ana rios rv was_ fonght the. battle 
of B~~e W:i,ter + the western people call i~ th~ battle of the sqaws as more women 
nd cni were kd .than men .• some 70 loi:;tthi!!r lives, only 1/3 men 
8/14 Campt 35 / Cbl Migraw wishing to examine AH as to the prac of ma.kin,:: a new 
road started /the train off when ]· e in co with Rehrer, myself and some few others 
made for th«/ head of the Hollow + arfrving there we made a thoro examination oth 
numerous r~vines and their sources and at last decided UDon one, _w_!rl.ch I had 
selected yesterday. It is to leave the main road about 800 feet back of the 
steep deficent and makin,, a detour to the right grad wind aroujd the ':lill a good 
road cap be made with the labo,· of 20 1,;en 1 month + After deciding U?on the rt 
w the ,s'cep of Cbodale . and Eli Dufort, all started across the ct fog the lrg divide 
between the S & N Forks + After gr, some 12 mis we struck .a sm· can6n· and keeping 
it i,ui' made the Ri.•:er not w/o some diffic as the r oute w as precip n ve rocky. 
CampL35 was then e seen a mile ahead •• the mouth of the Pa.vine where we struck 
the V is called the "Devils Angle" the rocks forming grotesque figures ar.d nurners 
angles with each other. \-e cdnv tvd less than -30 mis over a very ro ,1.gh ct • . 
aggrav b gopher holes 

I 
8/15 Carr.p 36 me squabble 
perform my engineer duties 
8/16party of retg Cas, Tim 

with Colonel Magraw who makes me walk, and unable to 
no obstacle in the way of a railroad R.R. 

Iromley one oth advance party, taken ill at FL retd 
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6/~-, S & S unfurled tothe breese making a gr improrrnent in the ap::i oth camp 
Celebrations in town, and han:;overs. 6/12 advance party all ready •• fander 
is the one who should be chief .,,J1:-. Gooda le is sutler of the expeclitlon 
6/15 advance party left town under lander, C :i_ef Engineer bf leaving 
placed tie Corps in my cl1-arge. . diagram of pentagon camp. . Col Magraw in town 
Wagonrnaster John J u::tice ·'\ 
6 6_ Ma,jor Brid er, who_ formerly mmed what wa s terme! BF on Green liiver, 
paid p a visit , · is spending the nite with us. He was driven fr m :!:iis F 
or tp b.:r the Ms who robbed him of his cattl~oods, e • 3 years this fall. 
He will ace Genl Harney on his exped this summer. • s spend 32 yrs on the 
Plains and is not satisfied with the_ modus operandi oth g peop 0 e in the setlments 
is ve anxious to be once more leadine a hinters lif ••• arr of a I sqaw and pa.po 
ose at camp, belong to a Fr t:".'ader, now in States want::, Capt Goddale to carry 
her back to L?~rrnne .• 81,e of the Sx nation, pretty but remarl:ably 
fine figure .. the chid quite handsome. 

6/27 fl. 16 wgs packed and ready for the pla · s 
6 29 20 wgs oth xped p~.ssed thro town abont/noon, presentg cuite a fine p'.) 

Sent m., 1,ruru{' ,. o c '-:aoays s ore 

7 /2 lv Crnp Gno(ale for tl1s rc::iirie. f.-l-::;e~!~o~t~.!'.' ~: ~· ~c·' ::i..'.':.~:.n _,:,:., "'_r_~. ~-·.·. ·.'. -.1 ~'31l7.-~ .i..:isrr.r 
1: 1 r>T," •r s .., b r:, t 12r,n :i.n:,?, hs i:··:-:-r:; ''. l::d_c~ · . , · · . l: ·. ,~:•c" Yh 

----Jr. l..,:,,.ndcr :}:::.".-,c•d 6 /21 :':•,r P'.,.ttrc!'E'Ol'lS ~. he dg /0 rf1r;cl. 
7 /3 7/l. . c'.:C"ll_l:c:~ colc,c ,c:L:·:i_t nl '- ,::_1•'c138 U.tri-':ln }10m;e Cc:,·) :;:). 1 
7/3 Lans~'..S :-'-i ve:-, :Jr,1md,::.: ·;v- ~ t Sla1~ i;; es and DelG. 1.-jares Crn,,p ]';_ ~- 2 1 m '.·! C' icf 
J olmny Cc0.1-'.:e s Eanc:1e 7/·· cF s char =, t:1e Irish won en Dr. Cooper, a humbug 
7 B or tio:n of Genl Hc,.rneys t~a-' in siGht all the ::.-rass 
7 / l 2 side t rip to Rir · lIT :i.n ro9 t c en iphan, Ch. pt Ander:=on 2nd dragoons 
7 fl!;. to Mt. :Fleasant • . to r ight of L?.rimie Road 
7 /J. Cam t Ne. 8 on Kicka c o/ Reserve 7 fl,:; fb. 9 1,iJ_lnut (reek 

17 7/ 18 ittle. !'emaha near of Richmond No. 11 

7 /19 Escaped M train of 17 
1 
gs. 03.mp Ib. 12 Black V 

7/20 G·,odal e di couer Ma raw llit+of.f avoiding the ferryage at H1-rysville 3 mi s 
N0 • 13 we st bank of BB level the b a 
7/21 reach the govt or ~i inhabs furious at r detour 

_1_/22 No. 15 Turkey ~ eek 
~2'2, Bi g Sandy, t o lattersons ran9he 1 cJrepard for the Is, the hs bg palisaded 

_,,. caEp on LB 1/1+ m f;pom &anche 
7/24 day of rest for mules. Buy Hawkins Eifle for '45, 
7 /25 Cbl. .Mi.g~a~ ,in _with mesr *clmday and Liggit, bringing mules_ pass Russells 
catl en route f or U ah 600 head form corral 
7 2 exp!'es1c f om one of (i.1ssells trainsk they had been attacked by 25 Chey 
s and killed of the redskins Col M:l.graw appt . mess 
7 /27 camp 19 returned ilis left Stockt n 5/27 
7 28- lfo. 20 fork. . Yetchwns cut+ :f' 
7 30 Stans ras ra No. 22 below F K P vg of 150 lodges, 600, 
on B h·'nt an inferior set of bgs use of ambul.aI1f;e 
7 /31 odometer measurement at flagstaff Carnp---23 

8/1 Pat least 1/2 mi wide, not the mainx:xb1JCM stream, fork this side GI 
";,} Rohrer visit Lt Marshall. c10~ fm fu>urnbhaus, one of corps under Lt Bryant who 
is making surveys south of us, towa~d Fort Bridger 

-- 8/--2-tents - prostrated all but our own Marquee, badly broken - M3.graw frm fort 
with news r o_ 18 men, 4 wgs, 848 ca tl has a tackd by 125 Cheys near Flwn 
Creek. 1 mn kd , another bad1y f5l· wounded __, 
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-: nass their c2.mps ·ne2,rlJ every day. • beg for cloths and somet i ! 6 tc eat" • 
danger of an er;rnty me:ss box. • cpc'l w some friehgt•3r from hr 
5/16.-. -trains of-50 wagons --six _y-oke catL "rJO 000 l bs _of .e., for the mts •• 
..:. ss o a 1,tempt to kee oth teams we e t Dvr 

J of 11~ 1,:ent an 
hired 0 pon," tc, go af_!,~:· his 'WTses . . · .ni e we are distracted they c1.tte:•;~.t, tc 
stee.l , o rses, but 9.re stood of ,.rl. th shotgun 

secech ·tlssou::'i"ans on the road-:- --- They ­
.gno an nt the Is 

-~-=--~:'.::::.::'..::'..:~ _'::~~~.:.:-~ 7 ~~ir~u ;3. lt town of 5 or 6 ms. There is a road crosses 
California. . 200 m fm D vr 

what rs a the "Sand" acct sand ro,-,ds. butthey are s odding 
help s i t amaz in l . ~•e had to pay 75 c toll for gg over the _;;=;:;._;=-==:=:,-=..;.;..._~ :;,z::::.....:.::.::.::::a::.::.-...::.:::....::.::::=..~~ 

-- ~ -R~ 
i ght of the ~. Hy :i_2.1,guage f:::_j_ ls t'.:de s c:ri hs the sublime scene 

s1 ~ rrive t;-em- C;_ 1n:u ,e. • n2.ss ~-c o . e ... re r road a nd t lie cut+off, 
a id to save 20 to 25 rni]es 5/2.3 went :river roat~ 2.r:r:t ws.tr nc' 2)'2.SP 

- 7/25 re came into the- f i.:rst setlement we had YJ.ow lef-t the Is ,-!e ,:; ssed -/4, 
· c: , - -~"'ld D.rr f~. Si.ru:-.-::, :oi2_ns, ? .. nc~ I.anp;:_l1os. • i!1t,-, De!YVer. 

bf~~ ~ oo mi~~ ,~ . ~ 
rX l >< - -/> · 

C.A 11 
.. K 11 },nls. t1 n"'"'.'"i ""•late. J -:-1u.rnc .. l. G \str11c, of Et. 1.~:-:~rn~y, S P 

}c_chols, @; ii 11.fct;t._tssiJJ_e, Pe 1~.n:1, II 

94 
Her:~:r .... :i.. .. 

~~ginal binding coming apart 

=,-nm H3.s first assiste.nt eng oth xped urn~er William ?1. 
t1mt rArtion o_f the_Pacific 1·iagon Ro2d from FI: through SP to 
the border of Calif .• assigned to the Easter:, div under 
engineer: covg road from FK to IR 

to cstru 

5/23, 1857 l' lie j, prob begun about June lJ covers the j fm ?hil 
and gives a daily acct oth xped until ~pt 17, at 
under Magraw and was aFaitg instruc f:01.Lander, 
A !Jle.n of the camp is d::avn on p 14, June 20 

F L,- where he left the tr 
was wan.advance party. 

lhnk, _ blue pa er, good script - -·----
ORIGINAL My obje·ct •• is to amuse m 0se any- future period 

_ 5/13 left in co with"Rich and Poor , my a i stant (Pichard L. Poor ) 
train to op9 St Lousi ferry to Plant s H:mse - no r oom ·t -ill. 16t "n -there ~.agra 
Dscription of s.t_ with dusty Mc dami~ed street"s •. here most oth Etrains comp!e 

- --
1 te their outfits.; • w ~ss Mullowru&-, -Burcher -Ficklin, -Wagner; Chandler and -

myself take passage on the M orni£g" Star 1 v 5 19. w~ met a portion of It Bryan 1 

party on -their way to Ft. ea enworth. . . la at e City, stage- to Nolan 
House .• I 3600, tovm itself/ 1lot so ~llurg as the surrdg ~t . . once all E trains 
centered he-re,-but new- the, t a r-tg ints -a-re -&J and LvG i t · 

-i_agraw, lander and • e er arrvd fm SL •• adv party csists of Ianders, furch, 
M1.ll0wney, -Ficklin and dler ·- 7 - -
6/4 preps for gg into C?Wllp . M+ detailed to supervise transp of camp equipage 
6/6 Lander requested me to take- the jr members and survey -the road from tov111 to 
the river. • attach Cl10J11.eter 3 1/2 mis 
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J of an ov tr fm ~brristown, henry Ct., Ill to 
C1.li ornia, April 1; / to Au;ust 29, 1363 
2 / v c. 203 pp original brmm leather binding 15 cm 

~ 
-::::~-=-~...:::::~ ..:::....:::..,.~~::;_--=J~ &=-:-.:=:J~o':'n~s"-;_:-::H::....--=u~:r.:::h:..:t :..::o:.:;n set fm I1l to PP, arriirg May 2 5. 

From Dv -e:r tvd b Fort Hao, lock n , FB to SL, thence to Sac 6/11+8/29 

/ 
'l'he j appe rs t vb written g,t interv2.J.r and not every day. It is oencil 

and so e passage s are :ruhhed YP.cy faint. 

ORIGINAL 
4~ 3 s tarted for JP •. to llivenpor t for outfit / wr itin i s P-ood but 'faded 

,....,, 4 01,Ji thin 2 days CBS •• t ._e sun rose in magnificent splendor. The air wa 

.-
) 

l 

still and the little birds ::il:D:::r seemed to take gr pleasure in singi ng for us 
5/1 We drove into CBs. It is quite a sharp :s cit}r of 3 or ,QQO inhabs •• 
stand s about 3 miles back from the river. The land bet cit - and rv is so low and 
wet that the town lnb Jikely to ev e::de-nd to the river. . ut.fittin0 for Tunve~, 
Ca.lfo:mia and a ll points west is the princ bus:l_ness • •• crossed the Ho and 
camped for the ni te in the suburbs of the beau cJ ty O. • • O., C-i t • -; r: ..:!22.,e 
mo t f t own I was e~rer i fo · ze of ~ . . 3000 inhab <= The ·i. pi tol 

u t ed ,"'n B.n eminence just b1c!· ot ci y . The vimr from the t 
f'te Fs in front of (the Oipitol) is ,· ,os c> pictur- que 9-nd sub lime. • 'Jle s c two 
tm,ms, espec - Omaha, are -dertined f.-..x some a, to rank among the first cities 
of the l;,kst 

5 /3 we left the beau city of 0. _olin pla7ers nd one guitar 
5/4 to Fremont for the nite • 5 / made up our minds to cross the ~EOO 

Platte river at Iambs Ferr from Fre t , ch obliged us to leave 
_e tra i ns tha t er _ gg o as t ey all go on the ns. • ad formed sev acqs 'W 

whom we er loth to leave .P'=lrt w· h • • crossed ..• the Pis quite a lg stream th, .. _ 
is csid water but not mu - r i r cs of shifting channels •• One days the ferry 

or 10 feet of wa r t he ne s ti cks on a bar 

PV as. level as a floor ;5_l6 up P al~ alone •• l one some • . nothi g to do bu~ lay 
back in the wg and s no e •• go J O miles anJi ~amped at Ehinn I s Ferry, passing a 
camp of Pis .. begd e thing --t""o eat • • nut of t he s t lments •• abou'L ev 5, 7 or 
10 mile s d cm P ch chi s '.Ten notb ·n b1:t a. h01 se built of · sod •• m,,k~ t.h=>ir 
' iv1e ff :ID-- •• T'!'e- .et indics r r anch business 1 3ocn play ou et 1,•ee ', C niaha 
'""'rid D_nve • f.'C'I l e u_ what the-- need a t ths river 
j 0 1 ns other :· . ~ ,,e c5irv: ,, Len t11e t r c.i.i.n does, nday or no .9.mday 
5/11 fell i ,1 / co w a tr o 12 wgs, 25 men and sev lg,oies (ssemr like ever yone is 
fr om Iowa. . f violinists 'o.n,1 l.?..dy on me lodian, but t hey er gg to CQlif 2.ncl a s the 
c:r·ossed. &.t E ,._•e pe.rted •. Jnr,.us v{ decides to go thru 11it:1 the Gas 

5/12 to FKl ~ If -there is anything the.t cheers a per rc on ti·2.1Telg in this vild un+ 
setled ct/ it s to see the dt.a :rs and Stripe.fl f l aa ting i n t,be b e 0 ze. • perhaps 2 
doz houlf s, store, po and- ost of soldiers. believe Col Anderson has command 
of the post ~ 'R-ro ·miles ·from the fort· is Kearney City, a small place of !lebm:z:tx 

· about dozen stores, bss, po and a few dwellings, nea:rly all built of sod. J»even 
mile s from the tO'Wn i s ?here they ford the P ••• 
No more alone. no time scarce1 that ·ou cano·not 
5/30 c ,.: i qsou-r 1: 0 ns--. .- ::ece h t o the backb ne 
or s c,uthern rights hurran. . ·-,1r _ah f or the lnnny 

star. • we skedaddled. .--

see teams either gg or comg 
~e e s.:.i sanes ii::Tcch il:rrah 

blue flag, that beai·s a sin6le 

Ul5 C~ t t C"riwo d . a.bent '3 'JO mi fr m O, f i tto Drr. . s :·· e lg care.Tl Zious Is 
l a z;:-, dirty, -ragged pups. • ni:it t:r --:ublesoJne as ea.red e.cct H-i -ne sota 
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·N_OTE_,___ty1-ters all in one lg volume. 

t---X XXXXXX ~ X 

Alexander Love. -D- ~ n ov j f'm IeesblU"E Penn to Ca mines_, 3/,(. - ~ -to--- ------- . 

8 /;_J ; expe rs in CA 184 Q-52 ; nd j home f'_I1om PaM 11'1 5:2 ~ 9 

f-.35 _-P • inc m i n ~ ~ ,reaps_._ 12-Q - l ot cm. wt~ transcript 

up of' 4 notebooks l}d various sizes of' letter papBr sewed together 
i n a homemade ·calf'--1:ffnding part7,~ le-fr 'Lsgro~i JOa-C 1~01:' ,..,Laoo-I;-s-ta-rted-ov __ _ 
L/27 . • SCO to FH, Ca Trail to HR aff1 Truckee R to the 7:ri ha and Bear RVs, Pug 
23 28-:- --~a.scrioes-rw~fst,~·prospectThg,. .. in -s-acV,-trs- •! ;es orr·--?:L"-tt-Jtti.rer,-ana _______ _ _J 

lif'e at Major P. B. Reddings ranch 1851-52 .. suf' feJ>ecl ~m chils and f'ever f'm 
Oct 1+9 and-·at timefs·-the-a--i-s--a- me-re--re-c0:ra.--ot1:I- \oTP-a:t ir -8:rra--h±s-·health';-- -red 1852- -----, 

--- - -- -- - ------ ---l{-GS'l'EH---HIDl:IG-1±,'-H- -FIH:l±+-THE-'I'E-XT- -Mess·· ---No ·; - :I:- -:Ale-:an4 r-Love-;--Henry--Gamble---td-±ed------------' 
~n route or in Calif'ornia and 3 others. Of' 15 tbers 5 died and Dr. Conduit 

---- --f'J:ef'-t--t-he-_-co • 11 -- -- -- - - __ ___ _ ___ __________ _ _ _ _____ _ 

3 /20 lef--t- -Lees bupg--P-a-. -.-a-r·"'- "'L -4/1 ~-Ge · ,1.mt0\,m to- -1.le-:xaru-J9-r,...Jla.1tl l ton 
'41'7 landed at I Landing. struck r tent in'nc rain 
l+/13 GalaW;Y=- and- -C©s-set.t -.came- in- wi-th- ox "roi-, -,L 

X 
.'/l? Stevenson died this evening L '117 start ag dreadf'ull wind 

. _4/,~~U. · " "' ·"' . ~. -i. ,..; r .e.:ire 
1~J;_9 an old Elm; the tops are all C1' 513 cro·sa Canzes 

:_ ____ JjL5. _camp __ aI!longs±._!Jiendot_ Is 5/6 err!!ilion, the line .a:· t 1,e ""'-a.Ut1.12tt,r,_1__lie.:; t Ps 
5/7 the Wakseruthia ///probably r'?ng , shdb s--utl1 c" Rs rive-r,j / 

_j/lC crosser1 EB 01., . Jo.e__ re,~ 5/17 .to_l:l •· Lt_ 
5/lJ drove pas L Ti'or I, Childs 
5/26 to 101,re r rlo:i;g__~-~- . cro "d OV"T 0-.ll_samuLl_rrQ_~H/JL __ ___ _ 
') /1 Ch R 6 2 to Scots · •l u "f's 
6 15 Larimies f'ork .. p ass _ the Port car,!1&__1:1i:._ White Stone Hills 
6-, 6 W ru"TJ. 3pri ng s 
6// 11 crickets sci thi, : ., -,u are ~illing them w eve,·~· step 

,_I . 6/ 12 at ferry. apt F; ley dn let us v his to cross on but cut them in too 
A ann sentt them afloat 6,13 got our ferry in order .. got over safe cd M f'erry 

f ~ i~ i'b 0 st1·ucti1res of' ;the Hand of' God 6/17 Dr. Ccindui t le'f't the train 
6/2 Haild Oregon f/ 5 d:-:-ove all nlilte ~~ no•, enc on GR 6),27 all c nf'us12._n i',. 
here i nt.e-erryg r~_; '" o_rr_i-; __ 1-Jt ~~- ~~~-~ --:?r~~~!__~_o_~_E3,_W __ ~~fts and __ ~err,,,. boats~ J'!'.al~ing . 
,•Te a :r n c_oss in a saee iron ooa l, 
7 / 5 Soda Mount / grts cur · osi ty on the J. . cross ER ?? 7/9 1i'H 7 /10 A• Falls 

----:7f14---rror, Ca-s da 'reel~ to s •.,.rat~ff3 that run into thP ,rec t Babon- 7 /2.1 Steepl e 
:Rock 1Jlalle;;r 1/'2 SL road cores in ,.,_ o.,ie '.,;rick 7/ 1,,. fut S:-r.2.'1.i7V 7/:.5 
Bo:.ling -;:)pring 8/111- pa:s-s -the -Dinijue b/1 6 '!'rl.wk--y- Ri ver -8/ ~? True}-:;- LaJ..e. 
r camp 60 rod of' the burnt cabbin where the un~ortun ~lt e Donn Dona party perished 

1[/-23 int-, l ie Vall-ey 9/1 - roV'? to B9ar RivP.r, ~ .... sed--J-ohns-ons.---Iffiar::l a--cock------
. :crow f'irst t · me 4 months 9/3 to Vernon City at mouth of' Feather Riyer ID<DC:tim: 

---------------!on-the-Sac --
/ // to p 65 of' 171 typed pages 
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r e turng Es .. Yanke pedlars Capt Bos combs ox train good many returng w 
gloomy ace ts li ttL .;ra0s S0G0 •.gg~ahead 
6/5 visited liy net o~ U S o'""'.njcer s c men, a "'t :;··nt t o._ the state· r or. . un-
; ies 6/6 Ps hm1t er· bound fo2· Ar-::ans;>s r iver, 11,i 

6/8 ~mc~o.c- Siou·c a.rL'i Cueni ne .. must1.:;r-E"'l ,,ut_,.::.in=-'---'T~_,ul=l~P-:.:..:...;r:.....:,::::cl.Y:!--=~'--=-....... ~ --­
t o receive us . . "'orm linf', bl ock r progr ess . . soB"' p:i 1 L'erg a , 
::i. ua.2' p r t .- ir, nUTsui t a•r thf' Ps we hacl seen . . come to tt~ 1' 
6/ 9 uol . Bonnev:Llle urges us not to zo pc .l-ing . . r-·no Sx v 5on.q un the P 

CAi<P AT L.i\.T_AJ.;IE· 6/30 lef't 'F'Key 10th ultamo, -rorks on 16th. v nv seen prettier 
fl ow€rs , worse water, & nore : rn.usou i toes . . luxurey of' a -rain mos"t every day 
1 5th irmnense herd t .. toe hunt .. st,·anded at nite with I s .c.10 wolves 
on 20th r i ght betwe--,,n Peach and Tibetts. . T f'ired at B. . .,thP ball entrd li: 11 

f'm th1:o backbone & ·pa:s·sea. out at the- pt -o ... the ribs, · danger 91is wound. . Beach 
'ran a few stens and f'ell. . cowardlv & -fiendish act, . T, ran to his tent &: 
brought~ out a~other, ri-f'le 8:. · tried to shoot him aeairi -'ol l d v done so but +'or 
his own cowardice as 20 ri-f'les av f'ired at hfum on the __ ns tant. This stoped us 
f'or the day; . Beche 1 s 1,vaund attended to by Dr~ -3niin o"' Qil, \1ilsons train .. 
In eveninr• we took the vote oth co re Tibbitts, ·· vh~ 'e was voted out oth co by 
a majority, I be the only Kyian who voted f'or his/ g :nunished. I desired that 
-10 shd take him t o Larame Ee sent back to the "tates f'or traialtrial or other 

\•. · se dealth- with. , We started 'nim of'-fon the} i-t ; t ant , letting him take his two 
m e s 6; pack ch it was no punishment at all. _,:, leavg the- scoundrel expressed 

7 gr .e'1itence & asksd Beac-he 1 s '.'oregiveness, ~ was gen accorded .. Pla.ce Bin 
Co Wilsons light spring carrage. ·. , er ..,l''f'ering : · 

. ';) I 

, ~ rlst r ".ched AH • • ~mar:·s r descr ibP.d i n my j . . visited GR 25th. I 
was r i cM,v- repaid. , __ I c~_imbed--=- up_ as big as security. d . permit &:. engraved my 

C f• .'.l!Ile . I a..:, . where others had gone ) gher but cdn make out the f'ools name S 
· also engr· :VP<l the names o-r my l:or1;, acquaintences 

28th ve reach~ FL. • vbn spli ttg, {1p r co. Henderson boys v cclnded to pack. 
some sold wcs f( .10, ___ threw cw :;: all but p!.'OVs for 40 clays . . exac,ple ,,oc1. by 
Capt Poseys mess leave 13e~cly who fs recoverint: drew lots -for a nurse 

I _g_o n<'t part w ,,. af"on until...," !9_rc~d :J:, reach C~ .:i e,Pt 1 

:'!ORT BRIDGEF Ju::..,y 3d: ?'t "fi'L 8 of' r _ co le-rt us & _llacked_ h1we not heard of' 
them since. . Now we r : preparing to pack . . 40 lbs .,.lolir and 15 lbs ,bacon 
ner man. . we v nast ne~rlv all the E & i' now near th8 advance. . have been +'or 
4 da:-rs with U. s·. 1 :r~d.){ f'o~ 0rrTgon~ rendrd assistance int crossg GR. Geo IL 
Crittenden co:r,ui1ands one de.vision ... rode , over the most hc.r:ten God "orsaken roc1e 

-:iTi:tacihable .--. ·ta:r be)."i belei'f i's-at the subsiding cf' the 'e Deluge all the sins 
of the antecleluviaris were washed in a pile here 

gr suL'f'ering ;Tep·o:rtsd -o:r'l SC0 - -. --. wise to tal:e ··the old route, to this pla·ce 

3Ai\T FR[rnGISCO vsmb~r 29, • heal th bad,. . sounil or har,1rner 3 5000 to !~0000 inha bs 
of all nati !}S and climes every ste2.mer crt.roded. . sail vessels to Panama 

-da:rly. ; · po¢•· emacia·tecl creatures· e.dvise all in- the States to rr:;main there . . 
Tu:t Eastin

1
(;:,11-_,- i.-ra.s -ro:r- some ti 0.e s ick in the S 2-c hospital h ci. s r e corer ed ; &: pro­

· -cured 2- ai tua i ::.1-· rung a-· circular- 8a·,n:1iJ.l -there. -- . Dr·; Slm,chte:r is ,7 e &lin, _: Hc,n te 

Lll ,T LE T'CR Tl) RAMIL'\.:, -T:'RC\ '. :S:i' 1/-JO -
SF 4/17 letter to Henr::r L-rne from James B Htnf., .. pain "ul rnty, d33.th c1f·rour 
'brother. . • 11'.1.,L recovrd h i.s her:dth entirely nd - I -- l=u?_d -c;ot.-ten -hia ·aitua·- as s11ner-
c2 :rzo on a sm vellel bet,.reen this city anc1 Marysville. . f'ell overboard. . bc:rly( 

:recoy_erect . and de_cently interred.....on banks. o"'- the Sa.crimento 
7 /25 -rrol'1 G-rub'u prP.isinr, his character 
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had passed over much w·orse road than tho,se who came by FH and near 100 miles 
father , grass no better Goose Ck 
8/ 5 to ? 1aries River 
9/3 ~-.c.., u .:..1.e Bear Rv V Uba -F oad start <ligcg at Deer Greet 

' ---/_,,.-o/ ~ ----.. - - -x x x x-x x· x-x x-
l,~cpc..... 

-CAT 312 ~ame s 1- .- e . . ·c5:p '.Herider.son,- Ky to -rarnii.: i/hHe en route Ca nj 
after hi~ arri val~ il SF. 4/22 49 to 1/ 0 50; and letrs written by James B. 
Hine· a:na .:iamue ~ -Grubffc-a f'ter· :c •-s-· death;- ·4/IT a.r:ff 7 /Z5/5D 
12 lette .--Z.8 pp . 25- Jl cm . w t·rpescript 

Tbe letrs g a gen hisfoth t t our fm SL 4/13 to "'B ?/22, cl;V'fs, sickness, Is, 
att to-Col Hilsons tra in , d-hrsol t "'L, -nd eds-in STf', · /.Hine ties cribes JL's death 
by rm-ming in Sac River . . laic in the vol "l.re J lea es r11 the L oufusville 
COURIER-JO .NAL l'.iAG-. 7 INE l/~5/191+8 ctg 2 articles: 11 

• Century o " - 'l>ld--11--and "Ken­
tucky _Gold Rusher". The l~tter ~s abou~ the He, erson co and ~uotes fm a j 

- eth -tr1:-p -kept b -T.-A. -E-asb:n -ch-1-s now :tn -the- brary· of the Filson Glub 
of' Louisville The j covers from I to a pt we of SL 

TYPESCRIPT 
-;>-Roster-lsJ, ___ Mess : _ James Lyne, David -He 

JarnEJs Wilson .. 5 messes 19 rJien altogethe 
.sari, EdwinHal-1 S.- -N.Eastin,-• 

Hen-".erson, Kentucky Co. 
~ -

r). 'allo .,ay Ct • prj_l 22. . week out of SL . ·whole ct thro ged w Es .• 

1 
se.nt my- _m.ina:tur.e t_o Sall:- -f'm SL 

Carnp ne!:lf Inn.ape:ricl~nc~ _5/4_ harmor and _g_fe_llo.wship __ we_v seen_eno_ugh o_th ______ --~ 
""Ziephent t,.,:: d \,/mlllgl/ .return h.ul.ll8 but" nr icle will not per•11it the thought. . 

c attached rss to a Col Wilsons / trai,n 60 my vond_er is i .t:' 9-ny are le+'t in the 
settlements 

Ca!To on K"'nsas Rj ver1 le+'t camp at Bor;gs Spring Bull Cl· the Woncanosas 
or-Enack ·eni,/ CY chf ni c bre O a:xel s race wi tl -Pioneer 7:.;~~0l'!l.P vre 
beat in spri~of r d _ays .•. kind o+' pasngr tr·ch advr sd to go thru in 60 days 
numl:Er~ -so~4O r-rggs and carrages u wa-rd s ·o·f' 200 me -They -ave dubbe~l"us 
th • TELGRAPH Lil'IE 

Br .--Hernd on- and -'I\ East±n--r now out hunting· a mn.ra:xe"J: --·-heau-parrarie· 
but not 10 m- of' i ti.rob r in 100 miles D Kough village. . We v joined a 1 ec,uip1 

- - - -- 0 co---c0sed- o-f' Ge.rol :ini.. s Te :- nes n -an-:! L·ouisi-anai·ans-. -eo-1-.-',fi-lson is--an-· 
o e~nen:l +"rontie man, has passecl mucb o+' his ti'l!e a rione Is etc. 
r 

_,...., ,> Camp 109 m f'm_ Platte 6/~: lay~n¥ by ace~ David Lockett . . lost Mr. Woods 
-- ,-0:f' the.,.-Carolina -''.h-at -Big Pervilion. ,--0isc0uragements • • Ben--1i'J.:oyed- ls us 

/ 

/ .FORT _KE:ARNEL6/9/49. ard_ll.AM 1 'SL chan~e. to -write: extract- fm-my-;journal 
- 6/3 1i'loyd leave, ace b:r Lockett & Ball. . all rodes g thru frn the Kansas, but 

eaQh __ rayi_n.e_ 1:1._nd _ creek_has mis _eras sgs , ___ , __ .Pose;y:s team J"an away. - ; muddy--lagoon 
-full of' wiggle tails & bugs, and no wood 
_6/4_b_reak_f'as_t,alick &_a promise .• met.mt .radersw 5 wggs of' -f'urs, robes,.& 
on their ay to the states. a more ~ eport of trip ahead than i,,e had heard 



~~ ~ · . ..-, ,~.,,... ,, ~ 
-~1' c ~ -t,,....:1,- ~ I~ 11_· 

((.~ c_e__{} 

/<-t l. A--Q -

(I < 

er- ,J~ ... l; 'oL _ J,-.;,_ 

\n-o 
' 

~ ) I e!,:bz; • 

~~1 1 /J J' f @O t::f? ,,., I I l-

. , tt:::--.:. ~ '-(Jl-t-?P 1v~ ... ., 

.._ I- ..___ V1.-. - I .. 
t-:v 0 ~ :..9~-~ .J 



-~~ -. j(..;;c_ J 
- ~ 

£il'7- r..~,__,,u 8~ "(Lov;,J/..f t-4 z-G, ,--,. 
.1;- ~~~~ ,,.--, '1 ( l<i~) /,1-- , Cl- ~ 1 

- ,~(\ ., p(l,~ "m 

[.,~1 

--0-l~~ Q" (~ t.t?Jo 92-, <.. c .:.>. ' Q U 

r-'ll.f1 - /h.(]'l;A'L,l,;.;,j I l)..',ws:l4::..-h:f'4, 

/,._· · ,7 ;J,J_ 'I ~if1"- , ~n ,/\av; .oA--Ti::"-~-1.:.: - ~. ~. G-

) t ~......,._k....( f-'- -'"--r... ~~~ ~{ ... J. _ _ ,;,-i..,..-- 1 c.:----14 •• e,~ ... Lt- ~ ­

-t-- ~,:z--- '° l-i ·/ cf ,o~t-

,-----_..:.) _,,:;.;,,, __ , o_._"-f--.:;,Ji,.. w ~1 -c ... S ~ ..; i,. _ 
~. _<',-z;- ._ lft.,.._'4:-., - "r .:... ').-~ lk,Jr~ .- ~- t..,_ ~ 'n).-~ ft,...._~¼ 

) C~.-.A /n.-,-, -JI ~~)· - {~m.. iJ Cc: 

1 

-'I----, 

j~ ---~-~-7 ~- . ;\-·- ,,/.__J o/t1- f-.1r d ) ~ ~ ...._, v~ . ,0~Cf S---~ J _ :] 

) fh J t"' 8'--- c-r- t,;hi. re wt.. , "" ~"£- 6~ .4 i f....llt_-~ .,,.{_ -

> C j,.C, Yi i_ ""'- f'R_ et,,- Pk - "f~ fa-"-..,.,., - 0_.,..,t- h-<-,:..X..1,..~(! .•t~f-~ t·&¾ i- c,_,u /' -

1-- _W4-<,,1,,._, _('h ... Q~vYl..:-tr" -"'f . _ ~~. f""" "--"- 'l... hl.,l, .. 1,- h..- i <;;1,4,,sjl__ Jc c.h.A..,.,.....d:.. ,.1.£) ~ 

) 

-/11,~1 c.~ lh-
.--I~ ---~ i ~ F~ ~fP\ Ji. .. ~. J:. f--, "i::' "~ '-'/ 16:~~T 

~l~ ----

£.. a__ I ~ /),t,~ 1 'Q,.Ac C ~ { (f'-+"'\..' {~ < - T'ft., R.~~.C:::::- - SP t...€:'-G- ~ 
-<'. -~ - .. ror 
IJ~ a,,.,,.J_ _ dyi7i (/\r '6" L:_ ½<- -"-~"' 

1 C.Jt;-.SP, {',~ T'S-~-~~-_ ~ , c.c.Jl vi-, c.:.02 .f<'.../1,,-- •/ 7c:: <1"'" ,.._ l~a.-:-J ------M> {,~ "{fJ ,1 H~ 2... 'r -G/ - 1'1 /'t~., CV~ J .• .-J t:.,-,,,_.f._.c, , 

> c..-.;..__; vu..r 1 C<)L _,_ .~ .......... - / 1 kt.-"-....._ 

) i1 ~ ,z- jv 1 j .t..--'h~ G ·t--1; /J •' "f-;-L-i ") L~).:- ir -r~ " •'I f..,../ <) Pc 



? 

hlJ: 
(L_....,...) 

:'> (\ 

.u·~ 
~ 

hi\ 
_y(-' 

~ YU 5 6 .,,,,,,, ~ " 
CAT 301 ,J oh0 F. LewisJ J o an av j w:ri tn in -rm o.ro a letr to sister Sarah 
, begm1 at SJ 5/12 <1 ending at Deer Creek, Ca 12/31/1~9. . "'od b:r a ctin 
of j o~ JFL 1/1/52 t 10/31/54 

pp /,/ 33t cm. t:r!"Je trs.n,Jcript for 1849 

j covers j -rm Huntsville, Randolph Ct, Ho to SJ, av via "'B SL, M route to 
Goose Creeek and the H-, cmd the Truckee River rt to D.Jn ,er Pass, Yuba Fiver 
ai'd De~r Creek .. lif'e in,mines to 12/31/49 11 Ctj_nua 1 · ,;;on f'arm, Mo, 

l'.i'P..0:-f TYPESCF'UT 

~~ 5_L12 SJ we 
t;ffe, ,cy +"'e a 

. reached 
pm ,~r~ye 

to Pra-r-:.i:--'e'-"'1!,;:;---~- --,7,-=-- -----~-<----::--:-:;-----,---.......,.~-...J....-=/ --c/H' i '(~/ 
" 115 bark \•rl .,1ar:i s o-f natij1t"Ve s at ~ ~aragraphs, •• /// 
5/18 struck in with a military team:-o+> 200 wag 1ons and sev cos of' Es that were 
d etaincd sev hours b; them, after we er all out the wggs }:t, -,1ded 5 or 
6 111iles. 
5/19 one of r men fatal with the cholera 

time. < 5/20 one gr w 3 bodies • . this was a litt 
5/21 arose this mg in f'ine spirits t!~.\ 
5/23 cross big blue. , rn~ an old moust, t a:rier, spent evening ·n sJcg questi"ns 
5/27 r co separated, bf t oo large . . now ha ve 20 men 

-5/30 -hitched -up in gr haste to s;et xxeraiii: bf' a train 
5/31 crd 3 ,,1iles beyond -Port 1 

I 

6/1 saw B -ror first ti:·e but he w~s cripnled and 6 or 7 men after him, I did 
. __ "not int ~rrunt the p. oar fellow 

6/3 enc on plat, the moon is _j~ing beau nd I am sitg by wg tongue writing by 

( 

,its lirhtanrl the perf'ect s t ;ZLlne ss around adds gr to the pleas hrs o-r re-rlec, 
noth ng tb heard but the r 1t1bl g oth str and f'ootsteps oth Ellard 
6/!~ r1msic fm fiddle and c.':]iuo kettle 
6/6 r ~sd s l a t 12 ,,,il~ above the fork 3 /4 m w desert to nf', 2-f: ma 

8 ascended t ,_,e b],u•rr 1m was stJ,_ep,_ d rove 5 miles and came to ash hollow. . 
beau adorned on one ii· e w green brush &. ro_se bushe_ s in f'ull bloom; on the 
other is a steep blu-" of' rock 150 f't hi. . IV 7 wigwams , - , 
6/10-12-13 Castle B .,f oposit the coat house !Jl, CR, the tall pinue ch extneds 

1 fm a beau moun~ ,_ r::Jf seen 25 mis b-f reaching it. . steap~e of' a ch ·· 

6/14 muscuitoes & B knats .• now in a gap between Scots and Hain Blu+'fs. It 
is uselss for to try to describe the be.au of' these piques .. at noon passed a 
spr ch gushed 6ut oth bluff' at the ': ead of a little ravene. . There is a bass 
be longe _t o a n/ I heri=f when we le-rt we, asce_nded a lone; hill. etc. 
6/1? r eached/ LR whare we had to hoist r wgg beds -
6/2\ cross -ttc Deer Creek. • current near tear r raft in peaces 
6/24 passe<' upper feary willow spring 6/27 ,6/28 IR beatn smooth b::r hard rain 

- 6/29 "'oolish f'or mE: to try to describe 
7/5 cross' ridge ch divides the waters oth westncctint 7/8 GR 
7 / ll ,.,.R a tpoint occpd by sm ~rench. . in a be1:m v on bks o Blacks Fork. . told 
by l-h- . 13 that the road bv Salt Lak wa'", much the nearest & most pracnble roan +'or 
us. • e ff _ 1 i<?tters with him / // "'r,iu ch detail -re exact r,ea~ringsl7 / 
7 /18 S~ rather · , ., · c pastoraT scenes. • passed t hru ei ty carrl ns I+ misq, c. 
JOOO inhabs.. . 11s ver.y _,, ciable 
1/./eber P.iver, lo.st :'1house terg 
er.eek ___ Casus creek 7 /29 'i!-I roa 

acct oth cold regions in Ca. . Poxelder 
Brid ers advice no goof . '.Te h8d passed 

I 



'to the mines , and therea-f'ter 

IT"PE' ''('R.IPT I ...1.. • )UJ 
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-- ----- - iROPE'"/ ORD----ORIG MS f" I-T-TE'.J ON-Tc,uGH--BLUE --LINEN)',_ -LIGHT--1-JEIGH'I't'_-~JELL EBE 'EP 'iJ-ED ----------­
bl an ~ ink somewhat f'o.ded brown, and blue 1 rith no f'ade .. hanc\writing small 
and __ delicate. -•-- some-tr.e ;,or_ -shows -roug~ expers ,- • -lived- to--86_ at _ P. rt sIDDuth 

_1,/1 2 l sf't Por ?rnn th_ -f_or Ca b ov_rrt_vLl_wg etc~:on _at_ 
Cincy re-ship on Mi na., _('-e-- rot ...='z&cit s 

boys 
:;;toprer7 at F Lv 1 p t Pr tiac 'o_ 2 stucJ­
'· auted to go W) us to J. . 4. 27 to SJ • 

-------------r----
p I 7 

gr skinners at St J -4/29 started to 
":'Ot Cl-Ver ri Ver PiJ,•st triTJ 50c ea W- 2; 

'/' wind 

5 1 B ck I bri ,-1 gc ~Oc e·a teal'_._ 
r:. BB 3 :•)wG .-!o~s -P1~ig ,ten and 

Bubo D~:;-ton 0 

5/ 1 5 do1.m ·o latt, Prairie c o 

.etter to ui f'c, Ri '<J' Platte IT 5 16 _.,,,. ____ ,. ~-
· .,ri ing- to 7rou i n r H wrappei-1 up in lSlan)ets·-to· J:pep a-,"'ITl:-:-1ost-so1n P boys 
5/17 mail at f'ort 5/ l o ' •11i,trage of' 'lear water 
5/1:9 r .:.. ta~re to kill skunk · = ~1 i ....j_ stop ?":r--c. :tnr:er-
5/2 · crossed SBranch of' R. 
·'J/26 ;;teep g,_ QD"W-1 to AH .. c;rog tent at t he spr::ng 20c "or ,,r1,-.is-ke 
5 /28 totop n Castle " u r!k or 
5)30---Babba bh r -est - - - I s on war 
'5/31 - 1 1 at SB 

/ ~ pass-sev---tradg- stat±'.,ns · ,_) -1i'I,--- -2-0°-f'or-dross-ing- orr a bTB ge . -.-Went--up--
to the Garrison. Found abunda ce o+ evthg . , ail the earri son heal th, some Es 
,-inhos-pitaJ.-.- ---0.f'f'-ce"'-a obligg. d ol-ite.- . ·•e little: garr'le7l.--made-.~. -some --peas-----~ 
~ome goo fr me hss , preps bldg. • some brick 'bldgs, the )ricl~ was burnt 

- ,, /J Es --Jlnt a llow- t o amp within 1-mile- --- -- suprlies- -bee,f'-r_:_tallco:w--bacon-side3 ___ _ 

r 6/7 indications. o"' an er, ption -or eaI'th-~quake-. - -~ -thru-ce.te-~of'.-what._se.emed_ tvJ).L.L-_ _ _ 
a volcano or burninF 1 e .. 33 300 acres in the basin 
6 19.._ 7150 ~r !'erriage .f, an ii-npo~i tion_ ,- · 
6/12/to Sws_ 40c f'o rafting r wg over DGap -Par dinner 
6/2r l ;n the dirt _g,_ ·.t and Eac _waters it _is _a_ poor cy, d_e_solate_ _ to_lo_ok__f.;tL ____ _ _ 
gr mau:r wgs 1to rest bf they entrd the 52 miles o.c> a barren dr~r desert 
6/21 at GR stee gg down 6. 
6/2? S or Beer ,., rings, worth tvrs time to stop nd see them .. 
had -'Torn dOO t _ 1000 heud of' H M -Po_r tradg tc Es . !;hi l'J rart 
viol t·il.I'• wn u by erupti ons .. lv O;regon or ""H road 

I & "Fr traders 
ot 1 ct has be ·::n 

,,;rheat, .-,ild 7/Li- gr v r · e y o he rbs anr1 f'low~rs i n this a!'t f' Oregon . 
s-en.1~, ~£1li ,is , mu.st ~~,- :parsnips 
7 /7 Jc ;:,L oad 1., . Me.rys . iver thiev:i og Root Di- 5 er 

-17 /27 a i, C.: rsob i vef sev r;;ro or gamhling grog s hops- c"'lJ:- n; Iron R"af--=T wn - -
7/3l too s_otts G1- t-7-"f f irst house s::.LC':: I o.-ra Mission 40 m f'm SJ 

18/8 Rurnbur ' i ggi 1s Letter t o wi-f'e ·rron1 here, 1;· ·e ate to Crass Valley 

- . . L 
1,,vc,,- J... ... t.. . 

I 

__ crfr 
1•.) 
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5/2;. wind blow victuals D.wa:" oe'1 bf I cd get it f'ni_ nlo.te to m011th. . nc.i:r 
t· nh2cLs harl lost 1.Til"'es, husl:ar:ds, children 
5/2' ca.-,_e to PR PlG.tt 16 m below T:'key. • 1 [rave 
:/ 7 -,,-; t},ere are a cou11le of' hss, 4or5 BUd huts, ,-,here ., live 
lJ 8 crossed s0ine sandy bluf'+'s to AH ("'ro,,1 101,rnr crosf'_.Uf: ) 
') 9 s:miy J_,.1 -·s . . 1rac;::·on3 runs 1e2vy, _arr-;e lllu·~ "s f' nothing but sann 
Buf'f'ilo ]1eans la:r thick alon;{ Platt. . rna!'l.y anti l ~s. . ru:n out o+> 1,rillow brush 
6/11 Er~;. DraJ-::e hat attact oth cholera, also ypnr , 1.1ho f'ell o-"'+' his horse. 
he lo st his r,c,aso11 2.nd the me..n he w0.s .1i th hauJ ~ hi,o to TT' L and le.,,.t hir,,. 1-Trs 

D got over it in a f'ew days, cholel!!y do to ~ ~ .-:ali water 

' 
'6/12 ,~Ir er. i:;r,c:=i, pot er 13th cross e-· Scoots Bluf'f'3 
• 6/15 nl-Jnc Platt Cholera /2 rap-i_ng. _ · 1 a a f'icht w some e,,,egrants L1 tb,re 
'carnp close to our ca1-1p; killed 3 white ; 9 Is got killed. There 1.rns several 
f'ights w Is in diff' trs but they dj_ not tr us much as we kept well armed 

• 6/16 ·'!l' L soldiers here to 1 '.eep the s peace~ble, , gr many Is here. . Some e:megrant 
lost rcost //' all there teams and dn get any f'urther, 2.nr\ I v hear:-=! s -i nce that 
there ,;.)"as so 7 r,a: '1r narl t o .,,,ta. t t t hev run nut of' ).rovsin the ·. ·11teT:-~rn eat 

1C\r:ses ,e-"ore the eme .·ati m, c.-" 1853 ca 1e along 
o 18 had o shoe r oxen acct sharp stones 

nuchs I ca 0 ps 6/21 15. f'or 2 cari~es 
sta2Jpede,--~:d catl, 1:-- water ~cs, , 1-!ilcl. catle the cause 

~icd to repair sn.vccro.1 , 1 els, ar-ct sc:iv3nc;e f'or part:: 

/7/1 IR 4-6 1,rbd bl •f over J ua.zc;ons. . cha:l.ned o:irs o:_:;cthsrs c~ staked 
, -z/7-:__9 SP 7/10-1~/t~ok S ~ -Tra~~ - -

, /1 -21 GP J, 77 wiles , rorn >.JP 
.'J./22-26 SS 7/7-9/18 ab ?H dearl catl on roar thick is c'!is from cholera 
E, Blue Mts ':bP prarie 11ms on /"'ire, ancl tim~>er. 1.ms in l"'j_r2 .. so;,1:: started 
do,,,m .L JC1(' m .n1u•le -;;,3, aJ.li a r Elan;y got drmn1ed 
(/1° ~o ..::.l!1t at 'D: • r11:.n-m to ..,s in I ~o.c1oe .. stbt to Portland 
/:.. •. ...-24 ay'ri v-r·l :::.t Po1 tl~'1:1 1.:.. ;ili_below 0~"8 City .. vessel3 :flJ 3:i' 

r ('/-;r- 27 /irr.::1 b,, .,ad ler in Oregon City 
I 

G::tt~ 

xxxxxxxx 

X 

./ 
•· ::tart ov-~r ag2.in 

bsgnn at 
nua o,., 

Lt,~tis f-:.~ Son 

b--to his ,,Ii f'e 

//-tvnescript 
" " 

· TCL b Wales 1805, to P ort,sr,outh 1832 in -1352 he:...an, 1 son -il,.arles crossec'I the 
nls to the mines, . "'ore rorj b~- grd-~[::r .,,,r~mce s Le,-Jis an:'l :ci s an append.ix an 

--sun7wi·y o+> expenses -8.?'!r., r.'.:L.dc,,-:i. ~ttL1gs ,- a.nr'l liTG--o"- psnr,rs on schooner 1852 
Po"t .,,,•01i+ 1- + C-i ,-.- ...., .,J l'/"ln nco ('Clo :.r • + r, . S .,, Pv Cc ot-'-s ~uto+'+' to • 111 J . ..:,.':>., __ vu uO __ n ·;i / ~ ~J --:,. l'.--j \.:, !JU .~1- uO var. Ou .·. , .. c l.i !_,_,, 
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6/25 sam catl across GR wgs -f'eries 7. 
_ 6/29 Nelion Tice of' pj ne Creek~ Og1e Go, Ill Diareah & womatine; craHp 

r Expire . ' J.S a vr.,ry Salm Scene buried him in a Beu t i "tLll spot where r 
.Ji \Ir · t ten __ f'ull _of' _names_, l_ffi___-:'m.__BR _ --'---- _______ __ _ 

7 /2 SS Iv and sev' traders 
7 /3 sa rs_ GCO but 1,eans HCO _ ~7/lQ_ Ste 1 a cluster o-r __ 
tnonumenta roe s xten g upwars hundr::e::d:;-:s:--=-~~--:-:~ 
or_painted __ on _them. __ . also the jc_SL ro 
Cross G::lose Greek ran.re o-r rnts , .. hot springs 7 /1(., Marys 
'7 /28 ccluded to take the Shasta o:c J:nnwbles rout. . a nflw r01: t. 

wson rout 5 rlles 
Roe..: P-oc'\r m+, and boiling spring 

cutt 
SL .. 
or Hm'lbolt R 

<:s the SH 

bones, bs tools, saw mill 11achinerys. here leav 

18/2 foiling spr · g 8/4 mnndav la ·e 
¥/5 smoke ere,.,__ 8/8/ '·· illow creek 
'0/ '1 Harrey e va:J:-ly - 8/ll ·nto mts I s nin .u..,!1ion -catt1-e-:--k-3--rs-- -----
8/13 ' · the Lauson road ag at Small l ak~ d/U.1- lv it ag~in due west 
8/ l 5 I- arro-w; -1 I-kii-1:ea-.- i we -pmrnerl- the-black but- tD -bBut-e-or-vo-1--canoe; -
'this gr curiosity.- • sma:J..l lake. . ~H' 1 e-"t is th,_. Lawson. or Snow Peak 

ed -with everlasting-snow-.----;- here,,e -me-t-5-1mm that er ·-sent out by- Citz o+' _ j 
i 

\ 

S JEUJ a l T,-.,- ,,) l /?,T,P. 1 8 ,, rrrnugh 
•W22--ahasta- -G--it-y .--.--dinner-at, -St- .----Charles-hot-el ---ror - the- -Es- ve Su.mtou--s---din:aer- - ------i 
We e~F respect c..s w was Lhe irst train tha ever come into Shsta 

/ 

...,rvthe ::,hasta or nobles 0r route. - .-- ve- lucky anc1- suceess-Pul-1 -Jur-ny-_,,,.----
_ X X X-.. X-X X JC-X- -

CAT 
--::,?9~_s __ .., ._ Lair . 11 11°.ses ~ ?. __ Lairds __ Book. a-j o a -~ew _items.. _ _of_~r__lif'e; 

d jf'-1" s its : Travels e~ 11 -f'rom Ohio to Oref.on in ,.. , li-f'e •in Ore to, 1855 
& a Chinook jar;o 1 cab lJJ_ __ pp.___ 13 _ cm/7tY:) ;:;Cri t 

brown embossed 
li';:;~;or--'h-...-4'1t:r'. o hi li-Pp in Ohio bf' l e'-aYg JL29_JJ352 f'or Cr~,-- Laird rives a det 
,act of' his trip .. Gg by the Mu -i11v1 , >lissip and Mo Rvs, at SJ he jd a tr o+' 
16 wgs _n_::3. _ ~I?- ___ !,l)§l __ tlFP,_ SP_ ?Pd OT to • "'B and TD, Se12t. . 

:ORIGINAL Moses :F. Lairds boo: Orf:'-,on Teritor:r July ,23 lo5!i-
/other-titl e on page 

TYPESCRIPT-: -- o 1835- Oh-i,Z Maich--52--1-Ir .- -Thom.son quit- the sado.Tg us-:i_nee • . 011 

f'oot to Zv. 2 carpei;. sacl:s a nd packed up my tools,:nriie clot ·es w a large oil 
cloth to p:r6tect--/ie ~. the s tor:ms ori tne pls tnen -3/29 witn ./S~ -in-pocket- r 
should red my carpet/ sacks arnl started alone f'roI:1 Norwich Ohio object C or Ore 

3/29 arvd Z stb Malta -"or SL arr SL 4/5 4,/6 whar~s crowded 6 x 3:; many 
--stbt::: ---m:l c1' ra;7fu--D-s----ther-e was-1n- C-in--cy-. - . 1/~ L ;r,/7 c Jl im:eT 1T;::.--;--2--. - -; -11 

~days to .SJ. . da:;• bf Lex SFluda T SJ 4 17 . . E mobs. • . there was a gr 

I { 
m. r: I o .~ intu -- tow:n: -1"-r"T'l-the upper - P . • -'I'b.-ere db -wl:wle- trs- ~-the-rn-. • -ponys 
p~ 1 -::· •·T 1·--s; 2 lg basl·~ets on pon:rs 
5 3 le V"J ,.(\.,. Oreeon-wi-th-Dra1:e --f'amily-.- ;"-16-wggs--in- -r -- t-ra'.in-· ---------------
5/7 cro ,, s MF at Savnnah l and inr, 1 16 tni aboV!" J .. c01 1 nl ~ o+> hss there •. f'lat 
bo_at vit h oa-r-s.- -- ,- ca-tl -jmn:n of'-Z' midl e of' the river. 
5/ u 8 arid lu :~·0 1:e o_z, ,-,tl e t o qe t t hr ouC'/'h t!:.ie rn 
5/10 l ow.a __ Mission - 5/7 r co o.iu a[:!•ee ar tr . • ·1.0.wn -t~ B. w1:;s 
rolin:-r pre_rie roling preri_e 
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A 
Kainesville, Potowatomv •.n Ioua 5/1 1852 d ear p nf frs 

--~n.:'.e:.:,_~.,s~+'~r:.... 0=-m=. ~G.La~a~n~d=::oc;:r~i~g~o~n::-::m~r~;ra:v:o=u=r~a~b:;'l:e~h~ere than they ware where we start from 
v talked to s ome just ,back nd taking U1eir f'a111s through. There is many laciys 
g_ th of them r dressed the bloomer stile_, They were 
short dresses anrl boa s and hat.1:1; they look quite handsome 

·5- 3122 starte_ P cree~ • 22 
4 23 arvd at usil Bluff. The first Curiosi tv we saw was a co 

I • {'.;' 

o)'S Is, This was Smnethinf, for the boys. The Hnagr~ts nearly all\t.ay over 
&. bu there f'itout he e . T.,he streets r Crm,rded tha J~ a pernon Can harrlly get 

"-'through them. It is cain1 .. ounsil Bluf+' 15 miles u t. down the !Jiisso,:z re 
river here . 8. miles +'rorn hPre. . has measles . 

"f/25 att~-:led 

Tf A'JF.LS TO CALI-PORHIA I 
(\:,,.,...,, -~ ·Sirs: a·"'te·r injoying 8 days in town ,i,<.ville op the 2nd May 1 s~~~ 

5/ 4 tvd 5 m to wintr->r auarter;, or mo rmen -"'er . • wind t.::o hi to cross _..:;:....;::::__;.,:..:.::......:::........::::...-=.~=:..:::.-=::.;._..=~:=-=....:...!..._..:::.;~=-:=.::.;;;:;__--.:::.:~ 
5 cross f'erriage 2. f'or 1 wcg 5 yoke 
5/7 repaired the brid 6G so that we cd cro :.:;s t e ck · //shorthand 

\tJ e re par Brid ee 1 

5/8 crossed f:lkhorn rv on a ,.. e v 2 . D ,. g 
co Of' ls s uOppec us t:. wanted SOT!le cornr, game them a 1 t L went on 

5/10 Shell Gk 100 Is had tore away the Bridge & wer2 1:1ell armed & demanded 
Six heao. of' cattle +'rom team ahead, but 1ey sent a man back to-us & we hurried 
r tea:rn.s up. i_.Jhen we got there the Is ,b"' ,.,a 1. to scatter. We build the Fridge 

.. & crossed .. jd hy 2 other cos now 6 wgg:c: Is v -robber1. sm cos ,,., 
5 / 11 saw plenty o:~f'_1.:.:...-J.:::.o..::o-::f,:::l:.:::e~s;..__-==---:-~-"'. 
5/12 crossed the Loop -Pork on 

. J...· 

r-iage 3. P\•.' Hear Is repeat their 
act at Shell C:reek . . . To f'ired ·illetl 9 o+> them a.i"1d the rest 
run 
5/15 ct bluf'f'y; road sandy. 
5/19 en see a gr uany teams r n th 5/20 Elm Gk-
5/2: Stunk ck 5/2L~·~a wnese swair s June f'orks 5/26 north blu+'f'..__rv 
5/27 cd 1 ,·j1 w Sna}~e Creek and · or; t' Ceder BluN's 
5/28 300 Is passed .. Sx ,tter lookg than Pownee.se 
5/29 passer'! the lone tree Ce er 4 -"'t in diar,1, not very hi2:h, the limbs mostly 

lj'{ cut of & hun :!::-gt'ls,.,~ F' nam s C & Hrote on it .. Castle River .. a ['.;r many 
J r Cross :..'1c Pr f111 ::ib to ns, bdte:r 

5/31 opp· Court hous r, or 
6L1 o sd Chi"!)mf' 'r neak ss o : SB o:r Cit...- Bluf'f' g 
6/5 bpD •ort .i,,a~:ti:.n. Li:-:ra . . here r sev g .10uses & oni:,lstore~ Provs & goods or 
mo s t ev s -r>ipt c b l.ta11 t a rPaS p ice // .,..s t ay on ns// 
6/11 pas-sea the ~e was built by the govt a cross the np in 1851. It h:1s 
been honner'l down, -oo sed to_:vbn done by those that m;,n the f'errys above 
67:I.2 tvd 20 m .. nas s - cthe uper "errys. . ere is 3 boatf'I 5, :::pwg- -: Here 
t . n~el IJ ~~ OulS come toe~ 0 t e r • . tp .. leave p -

Sprinf,s ·ok · r not sturd up. < it i s poisenous 
ir c Ciss Sw 6/15 Devels gate "'i, 

a Jentl eman 9-c:~-'1 us to -d Ca --,,1 A. 'ti-heel · rrow .. . He 
past us a t a full trot shoutinc hurrah for Cal. 

passed bss ra g post- on a l:r of' ~w --S-/ f'or sh,1 eg ox 
t . rii SP. cure catl alk .r,n vine'·o.r. a nd pun Powder 

/U 
7 inneys cO. This is a new road that f'ollowec; the SL road 3/i. mis, turnes to 

the ri ght, escapes the Desert & comes in to the f'ort Hall T'oci_, . 
- ~ 1 agin in 75 miles 
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ifV- 6/2 pas :e:'l F :Ky · eat warm meal at PK a paid 5Oc 3 frame- bld. s rest sod 
t eams in both direc ::,s as far as · cd see / s crint i s r eas onab y legibl e 
an:d dece~tten//j/ had ·some pance.ke~a t that, "'ir/t rate brea .-,_ st -

____ 6/4 drove catl a cross t he P to goo g ~~ed [11, ., . '~ c:-- ~ J 
6 5 St one of' Kyi died o+' chol era, on~ of r co 

t ..,.~/ 6/io t vtl 1 . · c:.,.,, ' 1 "".{' 
1 dia:rea 1.-P - 7:i 12 I s -chasi nr B, t1 oug our cat t l e ·,;er~ q·,_ g 

_,-- 6/U l ef't river took t o ·the hluf'f's steep i n places road very 
sandy tvd over ol u f f' s 3, mil es ~•Jben Bllle t o H s::au nl a ce 

.,, 6/16 san roads CHR pony ride to Ro ki , deceptive astonished at the size , 
..._, a -·gr · :rnany·name·s re-gistered ··th-:ere -- r t-oo t he·-tr-to··-·register myharne- n-ame·, ·cut-· 

it with my' knife hot stone but somet1i g like plaster '.Ja:ris 

6/17 beyond (R & band with one or & some Cbmanches think theyr 
ft..- - · ·-·;;rere-prepairing to,,,e et --another t r·' e 

6/18 got to SBs spring.about n n . I enc about the sprin~s ana BSS carried on 

~0> :~~F;;~;~-~-;~:s~~a~~:a~~~r z ~~or n~ ;~:~~d~~;a~-:::·-::: :rriig-~~W!!:~:: ~~!! ---
- ·-- ~celent- wa-tr- at -the -s-ring-s · - . -

6/19 after Horse Creel: an he r I settleLlent and tradingd.ore a mud .-bldg Is in 
- - --,t-he--ten-ts--- - -·- - --- . __ _ 

)

6/2C got to Laramie ~ork bout noon bothered in over hauling our loadins and 
cr--0-s-sg-ab 1-t-~rS- qui -billy part-0£' the-.road_from .whar __ we. encd,.night _bf'_ to_the 
fork - hail in r C<Un 

6 / 2.1. Dr . adti.sed Mr. . a i • _t_o_do_ghack...t.o_ the_f.or_t ___ as.~it_mi.gh:t ___ t:urn._t_o _ bilious __ -f'_ey_e ··--

thnL.B H;_l i i:e grind _stove. arJd -~Q~r_s~ _sand_: ce1 .en t ~.rLt,_Q£;!=l.~her ve .h.cl-rrl on catl 
locked 

tion took J~J:ace __ in the _ _pm 
I had seen in a ong time B s~up ·for supper 
6/ 26 enc at Pl . tte creek· nonparell river 

, 
a+>ter the Division •• happi est ray 

6 28 Upper P +'erry 5 pwg blowing sand and g:r::av.e-1 ·as wi!r· t ook to the hills 
6/JO WillO\• ~ i cat l l ook apt 
7/ l IF v-l s tas - 7 4 B ham, s te·,,ed-·apis·-aiid- oo sbeile·s --iiclcTs _p _l:ck·eis ________ __ _ 

7/ 7 ct snowbanks7/8SF w/o any gorge-llike appearance 
7 19 t ake li'H r ooo SCO no mor e a·esEfrt than the -rest . T call it -~Ir iiesert - -- ·- ---
7 / ll to f e r ry wg GR 7 l ? quinine for ague 

-Sdt ~O m:r ~.. "1i'H to-tne · intersect:H5Yi-ana ·60--ifri:res- 'Pfn ·-sc··-to ·"'ff -- --·· - - -· 

ock Ho ow l o.Q.k like bldgs 
nter-se·c sL-roa:a - -- · · · --- on ff..;· -River · v-. l 

v . 2 / / ~-r · ~ - rr--had· fore sight·-t·o-buy- 2- note books · ·ba --k- ±n· -·0hro 
nb..c+-+ i ·11 / 77.J...J. uO ,avervi e 

xxxxxxxxx 

. ) 1~ l'm SK >6 pa_ ents and frs , gi vg n act o O his 
~nrll, 180 23 .-P 242-312 em.//t-ra-nscri·pt·typed 

/ 
+::irtc f'm -Pine.:. r e-effe<' Oul e .Ct Ki nger*-with-others- t:vd---b - -team-across - Iowa-

to -.-~~~~ s co and Ibo an r' Shasta and Nobeles Pass route, the first 
-------·- - - ---· ---~ --E00train __ o_arriYe_in ... Ca_by this cross the...Sierrs Nevadas to --Shas-ta--City- - --- -- --

fist 2 letters are re the os ing. ~ ~irst sight women in bloomers and welcomg 
.dinne1· .. by:_ __ cit.z_o_f __ S_has.t_a __ c· y- .r. t_Es.______ ___ __ ______ __ ----·-- ---- -•--· ____ ____ ___ . 

ink on blue linen, led 
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CA'£ ~ ~/,.:-
'... 7 4 John Lawr '°'nce J o'r.Jl:Ju'o'-/ / 6ot t ~1 n:-/ l / d oth ov j o the "'ev. Neill J and f'am 
from April 1 to August 31,> l 25~ t . Pl_a sant· Iowa to · ·oregon 
9 _:gp___._ 24_c_r,i;_,-:__ __ irl.{;.imµ lij.nd i n r, re.d. Jeiat.her ____ _ 

/ 
_ b . ll/1¾ 3 0 i_i] ~Yeasant Grove _Ill. _: li' [lthe r--=,'1a" pt·obate j ud g"' r:,f' T:?.ZE",r~ll . t , 

I I .. '"' ~ Cumberland Pr~s Ch in , Mt. ,·Pleasant, Iowa •. lat~r removing 
_wif'e and 10 ch_ild:r~n to- _Oregon, __ setl,3d .in Woodburn 

The J party: was f'od the next yr 1852 ~f·over pra.c the : same rt -Prm .:-SJ l ·:· Mr. J's 
b-il~ John ·Tucker Scoft and his f'amily. 7 //buf -noment:i~n -o{-"' diary-// 
The d is headed J ·1 Johnson, 1 roodburn,: ·Ore . . breaks of'-': on:i 8/31 a.£'t ,r• the 
pa r t ~, liad ·ae·scended-·Laur-elnilI" 1-i.i. tn tne -Fieip- ·o·;; -WAJ ack an--1 TBAllen come to 
meet them. . 

The biog material and j. er- written at a date a-ffter 1853, as J ohn~on men tio_ns 
hi s C'! us -~ 11 b ige.1 Scott (now -:r-t-s--;-Duniway ) 11 uho was IJ!B.r.,.. i '" in L.1~3) .ant 
othr-,r later event s .· 

~l, . 
to 

Ha ;tj nr;., , 
Port l and , 

---,~-- --- - -

xxxxx:xx:x:x.:. 

Wm R. J oth Xped oth fui'.ckerbocker Exploring Co. o:-r·the City 
liort b i t h ov · rl a,le -t0--Ga-l-i-f--•1849-- - -- ---- - ·---- --- -- - ----- -

fur·~n R . ___ ____J__o:: _IBH ... _while___t.v:g_..fu ___ LaHar.pe ____ Hanco ck_ C.t.~-~_-111 --- - - --- ---
f.I' 1847 , typewri.tten copy 39 pp, 28 cm 

LoJ. ~--=- : . setl tea first at Portland but in J,_~_5.1 __ m11_yed_ 1o __ Puge_t __ 3::iunr1 __ 

and took a claim near Port Townsend . , j wri ten for his bros and sist-ers 
i n Vermont, describes the j f'rom Ill to P, _ ;. pril 23-D e cn~be!_'_.3 _ _._ ___ ! __ __ _ 

He j d 1 l s co near Ca rthage, overland -to SJ; the I r :oad to •· Platte, :"i'l ana Sw, 
li'B r t t o So 1

~ S 311d H and OT t o TD Oct O; made a boa t f'or the rest 
of the j, reachinv V 1:!, ve ,_?; .r0 ce i ve~J new o th~ :i l.t::.. tman massacre . . 
a:!-riva Port .anr=i Dec 3 / //: lillPr collcctin::1/ // 

~ E l'R~ PA L ( 1923 

J 
c:_T 288 Abram -Krill of an ov j f'm to Weaverville 5/14 - 9/ll 1850 

vols ·1 53 p. 1 5- om 1 br own o -~ -acl-: lea t her hi.'i" ~ t -rm TY·PSCRTn--·-- -------·-------

grcrc and ·prov-st-ore near Hmgtown -

r t .1'01'1 1 .. 1as hv 1-1, C,w , J CO, HG H- & Carson r t o Pl eas ant Valle?· an~ -Weaverville- · --
uri t ten in pencil in rather arr Mve form with ,observs ¢ b;r the way, f'rom 5/14 

t o .8/'.24---;i-n calf-bound not.., ok : il .ci.bTE.m YI.J'i1l e1 ook-. ---Resid-ence --Wa-sh · Tmmstrip- -----
1food ct Ohio .• after /25 j_ Cali{-', accts, gold dug, and stuff, . memo als11 
eta.ins a....no t e t hat 1\rilJ"'r'-r -"'t~lcin·H ey Lil 9 a r-,... I 5 /8 

PE11 ILED D_I J Y 
Started for Ca from I 'Tues :1..- 14 1850 
E0 O r oa s 5/ 2L,st,n1.<.;1 -Eh12 SJ .road 

got t o Ft. ~v 18th most o+' the way (~ 
· ff In1.i.an c r eLk--5.l.31 ... to- Platt --- - - -
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255 John Birney Hill )D of an ov j fm SJ to _Ga May 10 to Aug 11, 1850. 
ypewri-c;t en co . by Mari an- .~aire, granddaughter, 1940, f'rom origin~l 

;.-a..~--=..,.........-"i'r,1~1~ i s a 001 of' the 
when he mode h_s tr;in:i;o -t~G s o r a 

- s tart ed out° f'rom 'llirre Haute , I ndiana 
~he cover o(-t -:e I i ttlP nb is 

there. It is p·os that he didnt keep a 
----- ~..: __ 

~ has bn lost; The a -:-es are yello •T 

CAT 

· It '.-ms evidently writ-ten "'-ron memor;:r as 
SCO . . the story was ctrib by his s-i-1 

of' Irr1 

Cheyem1e 

_ 5/10 we crost the :· .s 5/11 started Plains 
-,/.)J 1,ra-_ry lo2J~s like-a va~t I~ .ita-..-ie 

I n:1 . with 
. '.;/riter· 

" 1 .in eve . .fn. plenty_ o.f _timber .along ._:the_ ·i -ve:r 12. _mi fm. the. _ roi:ld . . from 10 mi 
J th nther side ')f' K to •.-.. 1ere we are n<J,,' (100 mi w of'h Ti't) the road is the 
~ leYele "'t a~ 1Jic ~st - tbat I v e ver z .1 _in any Qt_ry 

~/~ the Platt-~tver, is a uer'ect - ne-yard . . l1ta o~ rrair,r- bolves 
_o/ir_ .. ~d_;!_@ ov~r t!1 e J .c.1_1P_ ! gain - a steep hill to cli 1,1b- went a f'ew mis o.n 

c o1,1e to AH - then ue co,,10 to the ri ,. r again pt lil:c it 
6/in re C,R any _ per 29r:_1_ 1 lmow it ~. soon as they see it, +>or thr::re j_ sn no other 
6/12 -cast bss this mg. The Bs l" ve·s· with tf1e Is - --- -. - -·· ·-- - .. -- . - - -.. 
6/14 f LF +'ord . . many wagons u s et .. Z About 1 -& mi w oth "' F we had to ;:o dmm 
quite a slteep hill, then ro~ strikes the rv again, and f'ollow up it 5 or 6 mis 
~ben it l eaves t.e river 

6/19 at :r oer creek buy a 10. -~l v another 
6/25 L 1dene1':.der:1C ""'6-cJ.:'- · runs thru ffevils gait 
7/7 3P ?/L~ this rne we ~ ruck the DAsert ·ch is 53 mis '.Tide .. start 4 pm 
7 /6 f'ariea · r ~-i -:7 · · s,-1aL r o:-ten u. ·mules rollerc·oast·er-hil'.ts · Ems 
7/13 lfosqui toc:J v sho biJ.ls & can bite quick 7 /16 tal~e Oregon rt. 
'7/18 saw T<'t. T01..;ren .3. rd.s-f"tn. the · road. - . . -,;,t. - HaJ:-1· on · -Le1,Tis -4'ork 
7/20 An "'alls ~ 7 1 ... here the Oregon ?oad le-rt ours I 1 [::ive you a Synopsis 
of the-Cut~-orf. all acct·s ·there··· is - notmuch oi-f'f'-in -the dist .. the C O·has 2 
steep hills .. some say th~y are the Horst h~lls that they have f'ound :·et, end the 
·gras-s i-s not· ·as good--as- on -the--"'H: :road·, ··. 20 mi w/0 -water·--i-h -ihe- CO· · 
7/24 eat din, 1er in Rocl:-'fmm na1:ed rock of--dif'+' +'orms, size &hight SL rd jc 

- · . .x7/25 up Goose · Creek-----7/29°--Boiling--Springs - .. - --· •-· --- -
r 8/11 ori H Ri 1rer · ////rest of bk loJt/// 

u 
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//:/ l,7much succint. . ma11.; nm=- liL-=•rs J 

3 2~ --r.,...,.,,m Jen;. rson ~ 5/3 3 mi w West '!Jishnabotna 
/..1,. t..., ~ oi'.Ranseville------- -·· ------ -- -- -------

5/5 Lav in camp. · 'lent to Council filuf'fs PO 
_)/.J~ wen~t. t,-::i I:v - 5/7 .went~.;Bs "or +'lour ~- _J.8.52... ·---- . ----- -- -- . - --~---

...._- 5/2, went t 1 a +'r.n-r; ;,,- ~a;- o"' Kv 
d g crons LR nt · _.t 5/10 crossed_oxen.at_night__ _ _____________ _ 
5/ 11 Le-rt Mo tocamp s o+' road. li'err· bo-i:L sunk. Gro.ss good. Papillion creek 

~ ~~a~~ ;~u!~ Creek ,m 5/16 ~~~/o' ffi _ 

5/17 to Loup Fork fuoktng 9lass Creek 30 m. 
5/1& to Beaver Creek. · Plum Cr(~e _ '.li. ;sion Ash Creek r,,o~ . 

/
'L rnins_()f' a forti +'ied PI V near rv on oym s dde of road , l ri; I f'ield and 
1· r ... a ins of' tp 

--~-5jI9-to C eaar Creel( t.o -f'ofd~o-r··1oup P-,r1· ,,,here ascends ravine. 
isc 1.:n.~ ur by the Dubuque 0:,. 40 1 abov-e w li'r., r . 

5/20 5 2l Ixairie eek Zibe. 1 aven ,)ort died at H1·1-·-?r 
, 5/25 el- :Zlm Creek l:'..l-""a lo : 5126 E ct· cro g Willow Take 
·5-/29 ·to· Ca rrioL clc 5/31 / l ast timber or O mile3 --·filack:· Mid-ck--BJ;u"'f'-f'k 
: 6/1 Sand bluf'-Ps Petite creek P icnc.nninny I rsek 
1 6/2 Goose cr!?ek DT~cl: c c 4 Re.ttlesnake ., oe r Cedar-blu-f'fs:- ·-C-r"ooke-a-·Gree1c-·· --
. 6/J Wol +"' Gk Lone Tree Ash Hollow C stle River 

6/1,, Castle Bluf'-f's south of' river Tree shoal 
6/§....:t , Eoe l e Hill --Aneient---B:1-uf'f' - 6/6 1/ ... 11 -ilixed up al C'utS fu o 
6 r? CR 6/8 SBs or CapHol Hills /2,..:t'i.nf ck 6/10 Pawhide. creek 

ort.h side- - ~ 

' h .2: to- Beacl1s ru_,, ~o Calder Gluillp. 6/-l.::; tp .--n -rv -
1 '/leave:; ou t re.,. t:-i L ent i rel:r I I 
6/15 to lower ~ s rr:v o~ rin ge 6 
/ nainl' bu·e I'linirnum n ou te 

Pros;J€ct. .J:!.J._ 

6/20 in camp on Sw near 

Reck A.venue 
and ·· .:.stances ,J 

by way 6-r Ford -No • 9 Sw 
:j 2 :-:. GP -ip __ wi tJ La JP·· .S, 1.i +, i , - f' J e±'f __ His >--bound.for home ___ _ 

6/2 to Bridge:r-9_ ; err:r m / GR 
7 /8 To Soda Sprin[;s ¼ -Jc o"' Calif' & Oregon Road 5 miles 
7 / 12 Ft. Hall the }ti.st 6 miles g.lJ." -· ,rinr s to 1· well on acct bf' alkali 

furnt River mv down the river in (he boat Emi grant to Cascades 
S/ 26 arr Ti't. van couver -round my bro and family well 

( 

& Is 

\ 
I 
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~ 
/( ~ - K7:.hlers diary 1 Ohio to Jickson Co fregon 

S,J p~ J.J~ 1/-:! yru __ ~r:i_gJr:i'!:J brown _leather binding_ 
Ms. 

--ti-~ -
., 

· K:;ic t l e ·fi J c.c~s o~rill .... , Ore on S/4/ 53 the J r.;,.o.f the mur Jer of Ric'mrd 
Er:w- r.Js by I;, :us hous .= ,.;ri.s c:1tered ::DF.· rifled , his name a __ (K rs along CBi 
claimants 

D in penc il records &ents of K's j · Qv::fm J.;.. 1J:J11.nPlS":ille, riio 3/31 to a po:b 
-ffin~-0:cegon· foacr -N~·yoncl tffe tili~noITTor ·;:r:u;..,,ta · i'G :. 0.cJ:~75T'r on --~t-14. T t 

w ::.- by boat from 3:, L to 3, where he bought oxen, ~11-.10-,,r-;1• • • HJ-- to the Oregon 
-.:....oJ. . li. 11 • .::,co -c-- i n i:1.is tlI3TO u Oi'' 'l'K, Ob:1'(;'(.'_ CClUN 1~Y-!;, - camh::·:tge; lC§JZ-4,---

I II, 235 passim - cites thedi.<?cry a numbs:c• of ·a.me~ 
I 

J 1Ja . 2 / ////ffpoor scribble , work to decipherl/// r==~ ..:...::.;::,_=-,- - - -~~~-
___ ..:!J;WL-Il.:....~~i:[_.._~.LJ--"'-13~Qtl ' l' ' 

My 1. . intended to go T" i;ll[ e ,_ side MR to opp Fk;lt but cs 

,,, I.. 
\ " 

roa s are .:.so---p_eor-ee-¼uded- to e-rcss- 10 .:il~·s above J - ---\-,..,avimnah ) ---Ro~,er-t---has ---- -- --- - , 
the meas els ,. • wi -f'e is along 'savanna " ace by Sn· inger family. . near drownings 

_ .....-:""......_=~~=c..!a...L'......:r~ choli.eryvery bad -en-' this road- (le-zen_s--0-f'-f'Fesh-- gr--a.ve.s- _________ , 
big blew r bere is a bss and · sort of store 

-r:renchmen i t he party olJ mow ·' a-s Jerc..r se:v---,x --to- -Ore-a.nd- -.:Gal.i-f'_arid.-:u:i S.anti:f'...ee 
seem like Pine peopl e can tl!.lk eng · sh very well 

Kerny -Ali gal ,.. rinn;r dyed 
K :s:ermQ.n--oreac.2e2l b ' · a oi oonalion at the "'ort 

,~~:;.:;-;;;;;:;;-,,...,.t,.,,-.,,-1'"'!'"-f;,;;:;:;:;:--~:;;;;:,----,::;;-:;+:1+'thi'.:"e~}:;;, put their tru3 t i~ the l ord et c 

c:. E-r better than the pla,..-it river settle '.-1 corn meal 
l w0 seen thi,_s Po 

c ., oxen to the wrr 1 m .rir1e t L~ feet, ee ve _,.,i ~t 
cattl e i' n:ic to i s l an,..7 w all . ,.. st .,.., 

sane ri -"te _ t o 6 f'eet 

-6/2-6 to l aralTI~ river CJ'.'OSS i?~ on abri re D" i ·_ 4 . 50 -f' r 2 t e [lms here we seer, 
7 or d teams run o-F"'"b. a i.w.gron U tp pea es and one o_,.. the wgs run overr ••oman 
a!]_( a .oy tl1 e ,.roman ' S hurt ver:r bad ror larra~,1e 2..3 about a hlil. e abov l,fh~re---
t he bridge is 
7 /;_ Deer 1•i .k e r ttle r 1.;T1dtir:ig b e re 
7 1L~ ur ant pi e, 1eat 25 per,ons 
?-19 "1111 ine e ,ce ock a 1, noon . tootc. din•1er in the h :.~ l:! o _,.. the r-oc_,: ,t least 
a m lJion O.. 1- UB :: of' Es on the ro c] C ::>Ile i 1 3n,:c..ll ti D E ncl s or,1c a ye v~ largr 
7 /l6 packers -,; - h~.J met 100 wr-s ---e r a.~r "'o -1st 3 5 , a. s -
7/13 Lvd _..:. :.... 1Jl1.e.n: the SL road leaves our road SCO 

X..X XXX ~ - ,~ 

C "'l Ha rd.en/ Ch:1rl es .~ . J of' th trip ac the Pl -"'m His ;o Ore ~ 
to J;inuarv 8 Jo ,., .., 1 ~--pp. 14 -cm.- original -brown- leather- binding penc i--1 - but----- ---
not badly• writ te.1; -f'aded but still legible also t~7Jed tr:mscrint - , 

ent-:;:ie., ~ but gi details oth rt f'rom Je-f'f'erson His by CBs. . 
__ Boise-, _ Gas.cad es, ar.ri ving aL.Vanco.uve~-8/26-- where. le .,..ou.ru:. his --brother_ 

d continues thru 1/8/53 letrs 1:1ritten nd raceivsd, accounts, names anr· 

"Fort Hall 
Gay ~yd.en 
a r ress 0.etc. 
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2/16 rejocing over a general shave 
er ~ 2/19 M! boys 1.!ho le+'t l:ere 1,.rith _John 'Penick 25~h N~v last }(Pre at AH, 11 days 

ago. '.-That o. pleasnt time lmdersie;nerl dv had vrintering thcre with them .• 
_ 2722 wine _cellars o+' the -i:'ort r'lra as the de~er · of' Seu a 
-~sist 1.n invoice goods o+' ru .. t & D 

:'-/6 Parson Vaux this day suspended b order of' Conl H . o.nd charges made out to 
rorward to Wc.shfton. • backs dmm thru intervention 

· 6/ 5 le"t L +>or the good old state or Pike. . 30 . 1 es to Maj or Du+'f I s house 1 ? 

/ where evthin13 had been in readi11ess +'or sev do.ys . R pa.rtf-csistd o~ 30 wgs, ~ 
__ ,,,. 30C head o+' catle, internatl brigade of' hands, a .a 3 ladies 

· ~.;:_,v,..-,v 6'7 met f'irst of' emigr1rc;inn. Made fine c~.1,ive t splmdi cmu.u at Beairnair r,1i,I1s_. 
~- \ the rer,m.im.n e; portions .Jf ·.~•h~hcmse serv9J r camp +'ire. (Qhlmne-:,- Pock in 

siaht 
6/8 JO mis to 

,-..~o-::-Tc9::i-;Q:;-;a;;-;;,~:..,....:4-,-~,.-a:;rr----ni-;::;-:r;::;-~~F'c,r---.;;,:;::i-:r,;t"-:;-;::;;:.r"TTi,.-::_-,:;-r;i:;;-=~~ w mail 

28 mile:3; cm ·about 3 miles "'ram S iiths ·ork 
~ 6/J.O met r.i- old ,r a j. Dripns . . raeG s parties or Cas, ann saw sev other, gg 

up other side of t~ e r1ve r .• car,1ped a. n late h011r, 3 mi beyond AH 
6;ll started early, and soon rolled and over AH. Took a nap while wagons 
were getting np the hill, then sl:,.ru P, • storm while crossing 
6/12 very cold Eion f'alling of'f 
6/ 13 met Bull of' tbr-- bods Sumner: in search o+' Is, and- hungry f'or a fight. My 

1 eave me bo l s wine and b r?ni! in ex f'or 
- an ol d s old-iE=-r o o en1-i.strnents, a -granr'1 rascal 

6 )-4 cE 1 Ti'__re1uontS- S nrinr"' _raise<'l cache of' guns b 'Penick last winter, _,..nund 
them ba ly injured b; ru 
6/16 Ctnwoc1. springs 

Cv....._ '-') 6/18 made -,., [ey +'or d · nne r and had a glorious one o+> ve gs with my old f'r 
\ · / :i\Ianny Dyer. Plenty: o+'_ whiseky here, 2/3 ~f' the command drunk, and the co 

Conl '·lharton near);r blind. 
6/19 strike for :CB U expr-ess 
6/22 brk+'st at/ Qi.k Grove report of' Cheys. . surveyg party. • saw old +'r Mitchell 
6 2:.:' met D:,l'J. Jatterc,on, drunken Indian ranchero, tradg in the Big Sandy .. Ps 
6 24 t o Gl ;r111s rancho -on Roel~ Creek, • -Found· here tradg wagons o" Drinps and 
1'fachet te gg donw with robes in charge of' Jack Wright. Met annut ty EOOO s f'or 
MajE:nJld:xx agent '].'r.-.riss 5 miles -Prom Glenn's rapcho 

7/5 r ,.: chea- · Lv Ci tjr this date, ve: parted ·with Wagons and M::! : ann at Nemaha .. 
Yanl/ee s in the ascendancy .• gr increase o·"' Lv City during 14 months 

f., 
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