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FIRST Wl-iITE HOMEN OVEH ThE ROCKIES Vol I ___ (Glendale, _ 196;) -4 -ed. Clifford i'1errill Drury 

; '.5, · 11itm~ 
mid-February 
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, 0 crs,-1-ier dinrr :fur rrnre 

r·ett 'i nr.- ; s~urances 
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original sources 

3 , es e "'es , ar_ 2 

re vsit to St. Louis and meeting of waters 
scener · 

• 
summary of events 

e, 1;;9.u pr:fe1t, ,o- xkr+ avy ;{ ~arm wagon, -nd 

w Th. Am :Board':.,. to Join as .• 1:1 c , 
Nez Perce -lad Temoni recl.-hai:r.ed Hlles Goodyeru; 5 miss, 

1~hi tman a:rg to go up NR on co boat to ell \n..1c I l . ":..'e t e: c: _ j •i. ca_c. a!, >J)· 
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by 5/14 near Otoe . . nc., , Bellevue 1 catch UD with ... :-a .:..n: 
5/ _5 Sunday, rest. . . On th ~t day the fur co' caravan under TFi tz left Bellevue 
for the rendezvous. Hhitman ahead to :-lead. 1re·r to with, but~ave to 
C" atc.1 u:p y force· marches 
; I"'?. travel on Sunday 3/23 cross Elkhorn 
to re~-::·1 L •, carav~ on .. tb,;.: siul. I'), r ver 
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THE RENDEZVOUS TO FORT E.A.11 
·,:? c.. some 
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f.Irs . lltii tman J 

'i -r 
'· \eSl4. . --.J. l,J 

C "' 

with Fi tzpatric 

,;_[ lt;. <Ill 

le . . ~ een i• ~ .l"t '-.~·&_ 2 er!'r- . :r pri ve..l 
to drive 8 head cattle to FWH out of 17 

• J . __;, I t.U:: !lip..:. I '-

.. it. 
here Hiles G-oodyear severed co, cs ·Dr. Whitman insisted on editor: 
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EIDTOR: 
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' -- lei'"t for . ",J ;{ recrossing of $R · wg left at the for_t 
now :'... ;1 eas "r..'1 ._ egn, uun crofre n aJ.h1::i..l, L 1:au:1 · 1 

//see 
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8/Jl 

Gray di?Y in .original nis form ? ??"?? Grand Round Blue l1ts. 
1.,l- l"f c::es ~: ~olw a l 1 :ei , 1 1:. t o ... ..._ ar..c: '.. :..n ·t · 1i::l~n 
to WW River within 8 miles of the fort 

~ \..: 
si"l:.e of FWW no~ covered"' by waters • of Co~umbia \{iver ,! McNary Dam ..: 

irre ,. . -am · n ch:-..rce ... 
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rest not yet benefit my health EDITOR g_uoj-es Gray: .;rs S. kept toher 
feelb · e as she was, seemed to be the favorite with the I women 

a trader of HBC with en arivd and cpd near transact some biz with AFC .. 
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has kindly invited us to t .v withhs camp a peculiar ... 
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Walker 

~/19 Eassed forks and had a view oth ct .. 
= ,1.:. .1 , _ 1 un carry 

II 

on his horse 
hills· -cvrd t with B 
Co of Portuguese on theopp bank 

.c~dar :wood for cfu fuel 

--•- &ti--11---hara- feol-.:.1 · s 

who -is. not- int-01-er-able o 
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timbers 
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_ _ o. ontan3 
Rain reve1at -c ss ng ,so ~ ~ trm on :Ifie S'"o8afJh 
my heal th :t'eeWJ.e tl iffic to 'be cheer :fS.l:!l. ~ to inclina-
tT on T ~ti.I er 3li. .. f U re ti--:'e•w,'.o T i:i.~ . Smith 

_ yl'hi ers, ~ g_~ ; S i ~ ~ og at ha it""able, and trea'.'ts me wi_th rudenes_s 
l'!r. EeT ls-isuMnt erste;: and unsooi , aricf in"• hi~ ha~ ter the "IL-. 
eclipses the whole horizon. Dr. Gray is exceedlingly, fractious hy 

~ -seems o g i;d°'. - ~ u·b, doesn·no"'E e 'Vlince a7!sre .1. .engage~ 

.,.-1 
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i'n r ~Iigi oun . • u -= -• I 
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stnicted o'r B h~ e~ ana. •bott'bm of 2"-wae;gons. I! cried pto t 1hink how com- • • 
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~ -, ··- • I LI& • I • ._ ,! I • .... 
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in f"'Srrr!"" d ~bate whethe :111 this i s the -entrance• to the Fl~ scenery has ... 
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mts speak aloud of t •hy powers, and every purlin. rill proclis thy praise 
{.; -huB--ter&-sRot--4-:tx -'i'L'bul'-falG 

met some of· Cap~ . Ualeker' s cd' - -• ,:r 1 ::• 
less-- t...igued--.--most .ot.4 ct s.a.ndy-~ es.er-±--mi-nerals- .are---nteresting if 1 
col could -on~ mou5t add dismount• w/o help.. how glad I would be ride in 
co with. t'I/41,I;.{;- r.ay:. =IllosL of..j,he _time _ HL-;-W gsts. along_ w /o (lUarr.eling r-

a stranre t r'!i .w: • • 
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DIARY OF SARAH WEIT.J:: SMITH 3/16/38 to 9/14/38 
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MARY WALKER SAYS we are nolV travelling on the Z2 tents Bx 12 
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it"B 
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..,, ~ cl 1:i • Kansas Indians 
5/ 1 s ,. -~ : 
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< r c 11- C) , rode ,.,,, miles 
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savage Is • 
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- -----#?@} --ste.mm- Boat-f'rom--.N-y--to----Fhtlo:dei1?hi-a-- ---------
3/2 o . 
l,. i L, .... :..r~i:i.:.. -t~ r­,, (,-., 

, I 

'i ' _ri 
I /1,, 
L ( ,..,,., 

t:1:: 

,-es:v.~-t~ " n_ f_~m: ;;if- ' · 1 . es 
and fur 90 insistence that we carry guns 

I,J;; 11 

-- -- - . -- --w.ickedness--abound~in-±his_regi.on __ curs_e _ _up_on _slavery_ , ___Qrlnel'.'s Jf ant _no_ _ 
cnversa with slaves lest they learn of freedom 

/.i. f?q nn t · r> .. ±.lie -- lJ.:'._\•er .1 ,;;T 1: V t i I" • ,,. -cc::- to . the fur co 
now waiting for their boat to come up the river we v 10 mules to carry 
our. ..bg r-·• r z '.Z'"" r..:en t"l ':::- 'e C"'t bi nh and oilcloth for tent 
2 blankets to each horse Sarahs health improved 

5/15 on bank of the PR, 400 miles from lfes-t-port- -health illUc&--better despite 
discomforts and labor in co of wicked men who regard not the Sabbath, 
but v -treat-ed-us -kind-ly- ~- ·- ··· ·--

6 /1 Laramy ' s li""'ort or Fort William 750 miles from Westport 
- ----wear--out -clothes- -calcul-at-e--t-o get--some---1e~---Glo.theS------- ------. 

worst trial of all is i1r, Gray commonly cross and car crabbed 
-- -B-meB,t--for break£-ast, -dinner-and- -supper --· ----------·----- __ _ 

7 /6 Rendezvous of the AFC on Wind Hi ver, BR of the Yellowstone ,-on gg-25 .mpu-- - me w"3.tb diarrhea ________ ----------- -· -------- --

Srh has endured far beyond my expectations 
more "O . ~mn~tio.r. , :- re. 
Capt Bridger came in with 100, 60 squaws _etc. has bn in ct 17 yrs 

--s eerie of ccfnttnu:21- di::rs-ipati-on -- ----a1c-oh~1--at-- $4-;-p:i:nt --- --­
Kayuse from WW in with news of arrival of B;rmatinger and Lee 

/:7 Fort Hall 
';'"/1 _: Wieletp~ arrived here the 30th 

.. 

.. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

JOURNAL OF \JILLIAN E. GRAY ,w'": ' .;i _._ ..,, - ; ~ 
5/24 to 7/10/3g___ ...-~ 
brief j ·u:•1· "'>J nded t y serrvt "'r:· G-1.eo;:n 

I 

American Board: 

~1st '"es;., Pbr:. t. .:_1_ 1 1 , or:e - y 1:::cnn::._ the - --=-=------=-~:---,.....~--c-s---:~~;-;-""""!; Ltr Co., who ., 2 l upon mules except a one- horse wagon 
. 3 ~ .,.>l ·-" "' rove , -:i res· f:torn West- P ~:.:t 
~• Brush Creek 
,; ·;;, 5 beau str---x ·c-allBtl -tje -Wakorous-ah 
4 '~6 3 of r hrss taken by Kansas Is 
4/ ?.°- i J ti b"'r . , eitL1 for their--boa.t, with 
-~~ .~~ =L ~S 
-t.r:f,-, . ,, .,c._ c:::m--,1:1c1 .on- the North-bank 

~ J~ · b ~ - "'- :_ ~ -C"'1'"lrt, vg come in to r some letrs nd articles 
- t , t">"'; .. 1 v 4 t-o-retu-rn--t-o--W ~ r,_ etti J." us have his horsf.. , to Black-V 

5/3 - 5 Black Wt'\L"11 .., then to Blue ~1L._L tooY. j,Jr c::t ,.,10.1 t.o supply all 
- e - -.s -:me' -we;s wi-th e-xtra- r' 0t-rces - tn.,, -· brot "I l tl- eir goods ~in car-ts 1 nd __ 

2 wgs, owned by 2 private -g-men, Mr. Clark and Captain Stewart, english g-,aan 



.. 

C.:Ort1filLI US" BffiBil.S LErT..m. from "Caml) of the AFC, in rendezvous, easten base 
of Wind River .dountdn_. . J1/ly J, 1838 jun_c1:,io_n of I'_ o_~ Ag~~- and Wind ;Uver. 

met by msrys in Cincy//// 22 and unmarried jd as a vol aEsistant 

.iJem:· Friends: I sit down to redeem a pledge r made to wrT·fo---fo· you 
- //from December issue of OB.Em-HAN .Mrn IHDIAN ' s ADVOCAEl. 

r co r all in[, health c:r :!i'avrd by assist from C2,::,t D & Co, 
. -left--~fostport- -23d of April, and struck Ks river .at_.ihe villages, about 9_0 mil~s 

a.bove its mouth. . fol:)wed up the Blue, f'Xi it up nearly to its source 
-struck the Platte~ 26 llliles from head __ o.f_ .Blue __ _ 

The P is a beau stream, but utt ~· :· n inc :;c: .le of navication, acct shallowness. 
-A boat dr awinr '/- 8 inches c-an s ~"'c ly :pr" - ±:kx d0wn it ·· · -

/ /r:ene dscri:pt of toG topo_::;:,··::,!~y 

I reach forks middle of Hay here saw B for the first time soti saw 20 or 
1fl_ drgy~s in Or).~ q.ay __ som~_ so larc;e _ whole lp ~:!._f:. '1 was black with them on acct 
:peculiarity of their shape, :feocx:s:mm:e;::mit few, xcept x those who know where t aim, 
succeed in kiJ)iP.t: him them dissertation on the :a 
fad up sf 2½ days, the crossed to nf stream called Lorimer' s F'ork 

'·Sta called For-t- William-- --there are also two-other -stat-ion& near,--belo~g- to 
other traders 

-- -- the-.f'.ort. . .is . .a.stockaded ..enclosur.e about.20_D_:fee.:Lsquare ; ~- afew men are 
left here to trade with the Is, and take care of the furs . 
- _}Le left the .fort 6/2, and in 10 days crossed the_Platte f_r :th~ last time 

foloed Sw to within 50 miles of tbe WR mts. He there left it and, after 
_ 6 miles J- came. to the_ Popo J\.r,ie~-p. . this 'I-[,~ fod for J days _ ar::t' _hE,re 6/21 

HR Hts are supposed to be ther highest land in NA waters of whole western 
terrs take their rise in this chain-. riaps of this sec ch vbn pubd. r ver inac 

_ He tv wi a caravan ch, w rss and animals, form a co of 75 men and 150 L 
h & m rwo of ~ov Clarke's sons fro'm st. Louis, 811 L..ncligh r:-man,- a Capt Stewart 
besides sev free trapers animals pi"T"d.ed a.t night, stairns 20 feet aprt 
always form hoolow sq_uare at night; ., ~·t toa a- stream 

well armed but havn' t needed /;{ J. o shoot at anyone 

Dissertation on Rendezvous no Is but a few 1E~UXN£XXX trappers of the 
Shawnees and Delawares a few lodi:;es of Snakes, won't come in 

Climate and Productionsl on the nfork P Chuch, or Tower, ancient pile 
of bldfs. - the Chimney, c 70 feet hi a beau cascade on the Sw 

XXXXXXXXXXXJ.(XX_ 

,PP 291 

re 1336 incident i'irs. Spaldint: drat,:fjed by horse. . Hr. dcE.ay, a sharp shoter 
raised his- -gun -toshoot the horse, - -;just --as -her foot sli)!l)!led from the stirrup 

the :power of c1ul tured Christia.n ladies. . a,t rendezvous and FV 

~e the preparations, and ors 
Experiences at I 
'fhe Gents. no less· than the ladies er not 1 fitted for the n.eH demands upon 

sten[,th and patience. the packinc; tutelace of .a-. Grcl)': 
Dr. Chut, a r,r Chute, a ['.raduate of Yale, a reaJ. helper //J Andrew Chute a 

native of .·Iaine, evidently :r_:,racticine medicine in Westport 
we bu:y from thePs a mule they stole from the S x, who stole it from Bonneville 
i-Irs" E.JLLS: when we are fairly on our way we v much the a:pp of a lar1:e 

funeral procession in the States 
te order of march 

• 
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1849 Sterling B. F. Clark 

HOW MANY MILES FROM ST. JO? The Log of Sterling B, F, Clark, 
w/ comments by Ella Sterling Mighels. (San Francisco, 1929) 
:privately printed by James D, Phelan, he 56 pp. - log 7-28 

FOREWORD by James D. Phelan: •• reproduced first time, with comments 
by his daughl!r, through whose kindness the ms. came into my hands. the 
original log and portraits here in re:prod of Clark, wife, and ~a, are 
now in library of the Society of California Fioneers / 

INTRODUCTIN BY Mighels: •• SBF b. Rutland, Vt, 1825. ,_,.,farewell to 
marble-cutting •• wind up at Hollidaysburg, Pa .• the 6g re:prod verbatim, 
ret. spellg of :proper names, changes re capitalizat and punctuation, 
Words supplied, in brackets. 

March 11/12/1849, Left H-- w Capt Joseph ylor •• 15th left Pittsburgh 
on steamboat Consignee .. arr 23d at St. L ·s •• Arr St. Joesph 31, left 
Pittsburg comPiny; lost $95 by it •. Joi a Evans' Wheeling comPiny •• 
Started Apr 26 .. return to St, Jo acct wg breakdowns .• -I~"/, re-strat 
May 8 ••• 32 + 7 = 39, .. Wheeling o . 3 or 4 days travel ahead of us. 
We sh :prob v to throw away ½ r load . 

~ft6 crossed Nemahaw. drove beh d govt train 28 m. 17 er Big Blue R, 
130 + 18 = 148 .. 18: er Littl Blue •• 19th cro Little Sandy .. 
Wed 9th of May, at Wolf Cre saw a box n a tree ch ctnd the ded body I child. 
/diary a pencil scrawlf. . 22nd: road as far as eye c iii reach is one ctin 
string of wagons .. Passe Govt train this night .• 24th: 18 m & encamped on 
the Platte. No wood. olent thunderstorm. Water six inches in the tent. 
Spent 2 hrs in th vai attempt to build a fire of B chips, & dn burn. 
18 + 275 = 293, .• 

Sat 26th. Laid up t Fort Kearney. Coupled our wagon shorter .• I dis­
posed o my books Gave some to Capt. McLane and some to Maj>r Rough .•. 
June 5: SF, sed it at 4 o'clock •• Width of r nearly ½ mile, 2½ feet 
deep, sandy tom •. 440t20 = 460 ...• 6: .. Sublime, picturesque seenery 
en u come w hin sight oth NF, of hi bluffs .. Encamped in ash hollow, a 
deep basin ear the river. Seven I lodges on r w/ traders. 460 • 18 = 478 
Passed t CH •. CR .• 11: resolved to PiCk the remaineder of the way en we 
shd , nd commenced sellg in afternoon, 

12: T under-shower en we reached Scott;s Bluffs. 560 + 18 - 578, • 13: 
lef h rv n made 20 mover and thru hi bluffs. 578 + 20 = 598, • 15th: 
er sed La.ramie's fork and encamped. Sell out and go on PiCk-mules. 6)4. 
r ma.ined at FL from 15th until 21st, en we started on PiCk mules •• se~ated 

Arom his mess •• join Major Henley & Field and Jackson ... 28th: came upon 
F 5 m bf crossg Deer River .• 29th: to the ferry of the Platte, to NS •. 773 

7/1 Passed IR. Crossed Sw H, Made 37 m. 799 + 37 = 836 •. dead oxen 
strew the way .. 5: crossed the summit •• 924 •. 6: Pissed the jc oth Ore & 
Calif roads and enc on Big Sandy, • 7: to Green River, 27 m. 973 .• 

10: reached Ft. Bridger. 1033 11th staid at Ft. Bridger. Got mules shod. 
16: reaches SLC • 20: 40 m to Weber River •. 21: 28 m to Box Elder .. 
22: 21 m, cross Bear River. Ma.lad Creek, 1236 .. 26:joined Fort Hal Roadl447 
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July 27, Up Goose Creek . • 28: crossd th dividg ridge bet Ore & Calif 
into Hot Spring Valley •• 1498, .. 29: left valley, .~ ine pn hdwtrs of 
Humboltd River, 1527 ... Aug 12 .. 68 m. in less \ han 24 hrs w/o water, 
xcep sulphur water, ch d vomit us by the smell. ., · .. up Salmon Trout R. 
Pass Creek leadg thru mts .•. over highest r i pg~, snow-drifts 20' deep .. 
steep perp rocks, 26 broken wagons. 1989, / ./Sacramento City, ~ 2092 
/ed says 2022 m including 28 m false sto/rom St, J 

AFI'ERMATH: Other men might write o0cenery, or o Is and bears, or of 
quarrels en route .. he permitted no):hg to interf'r w his knowg just har far he 
had gone each day .•• tied up in j;he treasured rackg letters from the same 
hand to girl back in Bla.ir Ct., J'. · .. became moyor or a.lcaJde for 
Natoma, or Norman Island . . ·/ 

Letters :preve.iJ .. return ' a l'anama to NY, vst Fa & t Vt .. at last these 
two embarked for Calif v . i'Hcarc1,e;ua .. mias.m::1. of Nic2..r2,t;L1;:i,, ,d in Slf' . , 
2 ·weel-IB later tl"1e ';/6 ~-, -..~ ~ 1-.r[.;,S l eft a. r~:ld ·:>~,:- . .. ?~ , ·b~.:cr.:· i 0rl Yc:c}Jc_. in~er.:.E·. c:el~i 
widow to mining cam.:} . 7 months after C's death, his dgtr was born, 
and every man and v.>m in town¢ welcomed the fatherless babe .. all came 
w / gifts. . not tl be outdone, some miners from American River brouc;ht a 
~old-rock:r• .. :J/vert ed it to a cradel and took turns in rocking her to sleep 
That was in •7J , 1853. , 

BRIEF Au· .afcx;R.A.fh-Y OF JA 1Ii!S ?HJ:IAN, 1819-1892, pioneer merchant .. 
to Calif ;t/ Isthums, 1849, near death .. in 1855 back east to claim bride. , 
but my tfi~ was interrupted. I was forced back across the plains, by stase­
coach jlhd river boat, in great haste -- a j of gr hardship= cs of the 
rece1/,)t of news that my brother. had by unfo investms :prac wrecked r firm; .. ~-Tit Kelly soon after came to SF via the same perilous :i: anama route. . 
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1852 Martha Hill Gillette 

Martha Hill Gilette, OVERT.AND TO OREGON and IN THE INDIAN 
Wars of 1853, Introduction by Richard H. Dillon. n.p.n.d. paperback. 
Copyright 1975 by Lewis Osborne. (recollections) 72 pp (52 to Salem 

FOREWORD: •• uncommon in that it dscribes an overl trip to Ore 
rather than to California, from Tennessee .• 1852 was one of the two 
years of heaviest westward travel .. :Pawnee and Sioux wer peaceful. 
but the upper valley oth Rogue River, region of Bear Cr k , the 
writer's ult dest., was dangerous I ct .•. Martha Hi b, 11/13/JJ. 
when the stars fell(?) .• 18 en father decided to f sake poor red 
soil of the CumbErlands for the RRV, which he had iewed earlier 
(1850) when rkg in Calif/s Humbug mines in Sisk.ix u Ct ..• a ~xxig 
heavy wagon, a light rig, loose stock and some ddle horses .• party of 
15; brother John perished by drowning while c ssg Mo River ••• arr. 
in Salem Sept, with small fortune in livesto •. winter in Salem .•. 
Rogue River War began in 53, thru 56 . . Ma ah wed 55 to Almon V. Gilette .• 

Nite of falling oth stars .• in '4 father took "the northern route" 
to Calif .. to Yreka .. ret. w/ gold US mint in St. Louis, .• 
lv home in east Tennessee .. catch b ton Tennessee River .• to Kingston 
on the Ohio R, trasf to old Kate K ey for st. L .• May 1, started out 
w 500 head of cattle, and 3 wagon , each drawn by 4 oxen ... cross Mo. 
River (but where?) .• only means of crossing was by two flat row-boats, 
one long enough to carry two wa and JO people, other with railings 
for stock .. brother drown fr overload . . 

After leavg MoR we trv thru Nebr, Wyoming, Idaho and about JOO m 
into the state of Ore wo etg any white person, nor seeng one house ... 
One nite after we sturck he Platte River (Nebr City site?), • We trvd 
up Platte R about JOO m p:i.ssg by CR and an I graveyard •. holes in side 
of hill, with remains d goods. . . cholera broke out on west side of 
PR; to escape it gr s came across to E side where we were .. Father had 
cholera m~dicine .. r diffic encountered by those who crossed the Platte .. 
Mother got cholera but recovered .•. grim scenes, includg yg man buryg bride 
of a few months . . did keep Is away. 

Men ahead t o select camps .. f'Drm corrals •. Chuck-holes make short 
rk of glass d crocklery ..• gr quants of dried fruit .. ham or bacon, 
rice or bea , bread and butter . . . After we left the }latte River, we tvd 
over beaut ful ct . • ltl streamts running everywhere and plenty of grass(?) 
Thru this ct until we came to the Big Horn Mts. (Laramie Mts.)/ • . 
Sweetwater River, Devils Gate • •• Steamboat Springs (Soda Sprgs, Idaho) . , 
SP described but not names .. Salmon River to Snake. cross to Oregon .. 
50 m to Blue Mts •. up John Day rl, • from Dalles by trail side of Mt Hood .• 
down Cascade Mss. to Willamette Valley .. Pause at Oregon City •• to Salem 

Winer of 52 hardest winter Ore and Calif had known for yrs. 
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1849 George l'Iifflin Harker 

George !-iifflin Harker, Letters to St. Louis Weekly Reveille, published 
as "f\'lbrgan Street to Old Dry Digc:i:..,"', 1849'' in GLHL:-SJ!13 OF Tii:E :FAST, 
Vol. VI, Numbers 4-6 (.April-June, D J9), :published by the Eissouri 
Historical Society, St. Louis. :p. b. :p:p Z~- 35-76. "" · ted by Stella E. Drumm. 

Introd1.ction ~- editor: On Ap1-iril 19, GlliH, a nsp reporter , left w/ 2 
c:panions for gold fields. . su.mmary of r oute by GI·ili from 3 t. Louis Reveille• 
of l•1arch 11, 1850, com:;arin[j "northern route" favorably with sou.ithern ' 
route or sea voyages. (in danger and cost) . . signed letters Hifflin . . b. 
'villiams1;ort, Ia .. to SL '47 , - :;:-et. to SL fm Calif by I hmtr , 1858. 
ns:r, bis .. d SL 1906 .. Indebted to Eiss L:ar ·ie i.illi.,.ms of ,i a ttonville , Eo . 
.r:- +1 ketch of her 1 n .L ✓- etters pub in SL \,_J H..,vei· l e 1n erruit · 
from April JO to vece .,ex 10, 1849, Jan 28 and 1, uc- 25/1 __ ~-- --

HORGAN STREE::T TO INDZi: END.l!!NCE. Roche:;_)ort, i,Io. Apri grotesque appearance. 
each leading a mule w/ pack-saddles, :plus large, d ni ne r,ed wagon, covered 
w Indian rubber cloth, 4 fiery 1 mules .. advtgs ~ ::proceeding by land; 
hundrds v wisely pursued the same course ... mr::· :::: of l)ersons eg from this 
State to Calif is almost incredible . . farn"'J: · Calloway Ct informed that 
upwards of 100 wgs had left that ct alone. of 100 yg men left Columbia. 

ROCHili"ORT TO INDE:?ZND~CE: Independenc: , Hay 10, 184-9: Dear Reveille: 
Co. of Bostonian tenderfeet, 50 men, 1 ..-ornan, 75 wild mules .. passed some 50 
Calif teams between R- and this ~la . . mostly ox teams .. confusion herel .. 
c:)ol era a ar1m...r1c: t:a,m l i:::rs take tl.e oe.ck track .. impos to obtain reliable 

n '"> a be> rt. c::..:r-1:, nc. 2/ ~ -r ·1 or • eq_il)l)ed. . ]ill joine; party of 40 or 50 
:·e t• · ans , all i-17 f _st -::?:'e.te r e teams 

TH:G .2luGP.ATIOH - 1·1LJL:JB Mm C ,· i - H.AGONS - :::AWli~3S. Salt River Cc:.m:p, IIayl5 
Dear Reveille: 50 wagns i. sight, only one feminen in whole crowd .. 50 
m from old FK, on banks of Saline river (Table Creek) .. At Salt "i1v we built/ 
a bridge. oxen preferabl mules, m easily managed. 1. awnees ncamped 
'Tel ow us, on way to evue to receive their annuity 

A 111.iillICANENT - THE ,._1\A I~ ALIVE - G2N TUIGGS - STL Es - I·iIL 31 .!!iCL - :JEAJ:HS 
Ford of Little Bl River, Hay.26. Dear Reveille .. gm of Columbus, Ohio 
ret to states cs • t to wait for me to ·write .. scratchingaway on to_:p of an old 
tobacco box, w ~1gers cold and benUiilbed. . . unable to catch up w/ Kentuckins 
vl e r scare el! c er out of sight of Zs. A long white line points out the road. 
Day bef::,re sterday broke sand board .. :iassed by sev trs, amons ch Capt Jas 
Uhi te' s ,.,_ ..,L, with familey and 2 other females. The army of Gen Twiggs 
also =~s -d the same day. One thousand mounted riflemen, nd a train of two ✓ 
h 1•,a~ons pre a most grand specta ble -- officers and wagonrnaster 

n: at full speed up and down the line .. 

GOVT TP.AINS HHOLK>ALl: DESERTION NU11Bi!lli OF ES SPEEID rANIC DISCG:8.D NEW FORT 
Near Fort Kearny, Hay Jl: Unaucc in overtaking Ky train .. joined train of 
those from Ohio and Missouri, under Maj. John A . Love (gives all names). :1 

cow govt tr, now two divs w JOO wgs .. spirit of desertion .. only a s::iz.ll 
remnant of the tr from FtLv 1 reach Oregon .. estimate 3000 wgs, 25,000 Es . 
abandonment of goods and wagons vie FK .. co. divisions .. scarcitJ' of r;ame. 
Fort K, 2 m fm rv and 3 fm bluffs; no timber; 20 houses ;.tents; cannon; 
fine frame house bg built for co; Haj Huff hasbn succ ·by Col. Bonnevi lle. , 
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CALIFORNIA AHD THE CALIFORNIA TF.AIL. 
Old Dry Diggi~, September 18 

George Hifflin Harker (2) 

,/ 
Hhen e arrvd Ft . Hall we thot we were nearly at r j ' s end. . this part 

oth tri:P moEe fatiguing and tedious than the forei::e.rt .. Ue were informed 
at the Fort that it was only 600 m to Sutter's Fort .. En e reached th jc 
Sl and FH raad(s), we learned e had to tv over 600 . further ... As we 
proceeded to road seemed to get longer and longer .. Es in bad humor .. 
The lady Zs seemed to v got along better than t·. men. . due to the American 
system of El'fbcs kind treatment to the daughter~ of"~ve. 

Ct frm FH ton branch Humboldt is .. a . sand an ac.tx 
artemisia bushes. . HOsq ui toes on 1 ort Ne and Lewis' i!""'ork. . American 
Fals of Lewis Rxx Fork ... At the head ~- 3a t RV we found a new road, ch 
comes over the mts from where we left - ,arriver, being a cut-off from the 
Fort Hall route of 30 or 40 m. This r,:2d was made by Hedspeth and others, and t 
they were in sight when we left the .... Just bf arrve at Goose Creek 
we came to the SL road, those tra J : had much harder times. 

Hot S ::pring Valley . . . fr om the "slough" to Carson River, 70 m, a 
perfect desert. . I>iormons misne. e the river to ch the roads lead. They 
called Fremont's Carson the Si man Trout; and the Salmon Trout proper, they 
called the Truckee .. He f n lly ccluded to take the left hand road ch led 
to Carson River, flowing_ m Sierras ... Jrdeal of crossing the great 
California mountain .. on he evening of Sept 4 we reached the gold 
diggins of y . . 115 days out from I, 4½ mons frm SL .. and 
having ace o over 2400 miles. 

Old Dry Diggings, ',_ 19, . 50 wgs arrvd at diggings before us .. w/ all 
suffering and loss we had, with all best adv of best grass and water, how 
can those behind ~~s get along w/o intense sufferg? .. heard ?ioneer 
Line had not fa; e I b·t ha d _ot ta FL .. the qui c~est trip was made by an 

/'

/ Ohio mule trai, ch was 0n t e r~ad from 3'f- 5 da s , of ch the travelg 
days were 63 . . .. -·ere I gi ve · ou t e list of name~ of persons whose c;raves 
I aas able see from F'L to Weaverville: .. :pitched a tent at Old Dry 
Diggings 1 ~e, 3 miles from ;iea vervile. 
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181+9 John B. Hazlip 

John B. Hazlip, l etter of July 8 , in Dale L. :Morgan, editor, "Letters 
by Forty-Niners, written from $ Great Salt Lake City in 1849," in 
Wi!STERN HUMANITIES R:J;VIEW (April, 1949), pp. 99-101. Reprinted from 
the :?almyra 1'1IS30URI UHIG, October 4, 1849, 

/ 

We r now enc in the M City, 1440 m from the States. 
l;r'aid off in ve handso!'le style, about 5 mi square .. Inl 5,000, 
nd increasg in nu ev day ... They do not want money · ere; the want sugar, 
coffee, tea and flour, .. To shod, $4. per mule . . _ you can accomplish 
the plan of a Rail Road from the States .. this 1 one oth grst lplaces of 
trade in the kn,:mn world. . . ref to apl)I'O) $5, 0 for "good road to the 
NF of the :i:' , "which will be the means of i t ,r ,, a gr nu o ~s in tBlis 
direction," (mistakenly refers to toll r 0a _ larley 1:iratt buildg, opened 
1850, It sep. fm the old road at nouth of '-'ch Acnyon, ascended the Heber .R 
to 3-)resent nockport, crossed the divide, by the route of present St 
Hi way 5.30 and U S 40 climbed to the of l arleys Canyon, , into SLC 

Find the Hs vey accommodatg and lg t . xtend to the ~s all the hospitality 
they can. . He leave Sunday for th diggings. . The gold dust is inexhaust­
ible, if the reps here r correct. . shd b home in 18 months. . I d advise all 
who intend to E to Calif this S ' mer or next, to start w a light carria~e 
and 8 stout mules, 6 to 10 y:rs ol .. Work 4 mules one day, 4 the next, and 
they c make 40 mp:i .. You c e the trip in 55 days (to SLC, that is) 

a co built a boat on the ~ , was offerd $250 for the boat .. Capt Finley 
told them that himself co had crossed, and all others might go to hell; 
nd then cut the boat~ pieces bf their eyes. This Capt Fis fm Illinois, 
and the wretch shdb_ 7 b in ev nsp in U, States. . ;fo built a boat, and 
handed it over to ty~ next tr that arrvd .. This Capt Fis 1 known on the 
road from the .F ~ll Calif, and 1 b :pointed out to ev co & hissed at. 

I 
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1849 Amos I iatt J·osselyn 

THE ov..::.,LA1rn JO(..,~{NAL OF Ai-103 i IATT JC"\SSBLYN, .. ,.-':.L~VIL~, OHIG TO Th.J 
SACtlAHENTO VAJ,T,;-;:y, April 2, 1849 to Se%emte 11, 18/.~9. Tocether w/ 
~etters, __ financ~al accounts. etc. , edited , J ._ ~Tilli~i ~r~~t _J_. _,,, _ 
liatewa;r ..:Tess, .baltimore, 1978. (. J2~ ~e:::. Journal ; _ ..,t -.-
Le t .r ,, 1·.i3.J 2, :latte River, pp. ~ -5 ; letter of July 15, City of 
~- at 1, C:alt ke, :;,p. 55-59, the latter first published in the 
f_./ 2 7.....3 i.k. 0\J Rr.::n, n.cL ( offset printine; from typed ~12 ::es1 

Aul'liOR 'S FOR..81;0ffi): Discovery of ref to journal in iia' /es, CR atticle. . 
All mss in California State Library, Sacramento. . . so nsps and ctact 
kfi:r~..i.: w/ relatives .. J- formed South Zanesvi e Co, w/ only 0entlemens 
aereement, and csented authority in J - as they sec and financial xbudcx clerk 
Total of 10 •• of ch 7 ac made the trip, . ea $2 1'"l to :pool. .. 
hd::irrn: Diary entries us. brief, his letters, ;, tu their flowing hand 
and leigbility bear out his education, and r ..:.'\. him with very few who 
rec'Jrded in entirety .m their/ misfort n , expectations, and where-
abouts etc. 

A::_rril 2 left S. Z. ~ot but 2 miles w _e _ team ran off the road and cap-
sized the wg. /~ITOR: fod the old Na · onal Il.oad to Columbus, thence .. then~e 
to the C~:pital (Cinncy'i') .. the St a.n ,iip they boarded had originated at Z on 
April 4 .. Also aboard were the t:el•f - rf( Com:._:any and another co from Z --

4/18 ar Indi:pendence Landing .. St- :-t from camp on Blue :River 4/30 .. to 
Lone Elm .. 5/1 man inj by mfirr-r.1tened team, 4 wheels of we run over him .. 
5/1 q;:D.::n. wounded man died. . 5/ we; sho:;;i nd bss for -/i ~- - Is. 5/9 ferry Kansas 
R (joined w/ other 1/ Z co). 5/12 we of 18 j co of 23, rnakinc 4-1 strons, . 
5/1'.3 Co of 12 from Steutlenvi e rnakins 53, ch we think pleanty strong enough, 
5/16. . psd jc ST and I tra. E. • 5/23 psd FK at 11 o'clock. . Roads leavel 
but very tough ... Star · __ and cold; Hobbie " •Jst for sev days" got ahead 
of the train7 / 6/2 .ill--,,, n; cross lower ford of _ . . 6/3 Ash Hollon 

6/7 CR 6/9 Scott;s 1.ffs Here is a trade hs ke:pt by a white man who is ✓ 
m, to a squaw .. bss ere also .. 6/10 lay at Sbs all day. , trading house 
and Bss. , . 6/13 to 'the fort" .. 6/19 to deer Creek . went to work to Il'.ake ✓ 
dug-outs to ferry - '?:osst6/20 lashed to6ether, found 3 µ_,{ insuff, 4th dvgout 
then suffic for tr wagons .. ~DITO~: 3 days to im: do all this and cross 
6/24 IR. . / 1 S.Leubenville co dro:;:i:;_:is off at Sl (arr s::. 6/30). . 7 /3 iI ferry 
at Green R /:ID I'": . 11. Lo.1.bc:.r F -rr7 , j :Jf r"he~e tL~ :i:'.-i: .:andy ~ j oi n G ✓-
'/.x&f_ 7/6 cam::_:i I m r, .l!"'-:.· 1:.-.:. r s /sic,· 11+ l, ~ - • .:: it;-; Jf the Lr at 
Salt Lake. . ve:r t:ie :·' rzt r a s xe La e et tr / ~I i'Oil : no :-t cr!l r :.>Ute. V 
Goose C::ee~~ . hot :;_,"T n:::: ·aney. . 11 1,iax~·s .:aver O /1.., TI'•~.J : a er 
day of dec.si?n, J and co. turning from the rel safe Humboldt to travel the 
for d iL desert wastes of the new Lassen route. Road first ·or;ened D'J the 
A:p_ple:a es, who wanted a safer rt to the Ore settlements (1 849). . Sac Va 
via J.1 .:1.t e River .• SZ Co 2,cc their objec in c; time and w 1o loss of life .. 
t ,e · a v ,•ras that they were one oth first to mover over the Lassen Trail and 
found enough of life -sustain[;, ingredients intact to pro1,el them to their destiny 

(Letter) i:latte River, I'Iay 22, dear Uife: .. 1 lv letter at Fort Childs tomorrow 
In last ltr (missing) I said ct was setlt for 200 m from I but I find that to be 
a mistake, unless the Is can be called settlers, . last white families 17 m 
from I xecpt bor bs in employ of Govt rkg for 1 ots-, and at the Kansas there 
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Amos : iatt Josselyn (2) 

ill:J.ge 
is quite a m.xz w/ 7 stores '.)Wned by white men, most of whom are married 
to white women 

Fort Childs 23 liay. . He r gettg alone: finely, the only diffic is -t,..e no 
of teams on the road for they r a hindrance to each other. . f :>rt/ csists 
of about a dozen shanties of poles & turf. . . 20 soldiers. . ·. jor Rough 
lately come from Fort Kearny on the Nosouri River at the 111 u ,. of this river. 
The Roads today we found nearly as levell as a house floor lJ e met four wgs 
today loaded w/ Fjurs from FL and they say that the R~~ 2 ~ just as go all 
the way. . . they ( the traders) follow this River all t .e way down to the 
mouth & the roads r gall the way, & if I was to got road over again, 
I would take the nosouri ::1. as far as Fort Kearny. r, ·R ! J_)romises to 
write from Fo:tt Laramie, but no letter has turned '._} 

City of theGSL, Sunday, July 15. Dear \"life:. arr yesterday .. 82 days on 
the road from I, 62½ actual travel. Dist 117 m but Es say 1400 .. if I am 
correct, we have tvd ab 19 3/4 mpd while tvl~. . lost only one ox. . have 
both mules and oxen. . I cann see how we g" along so 1 w/o breake; r wgns 
all to J?ieces .. calomel aids bilious att~cks 

re I-I cro:ps. . we c trade groc for an:-t ~,... they v, but they will not sell 
for money, .. The Ms give flatterg ac tc-e of the Gold Regions, but afraid 
gold 1 b found in this valley. . h e ..., g Hethod sermon by a H. . they 1 
celebrate on the 24th .. they pretty strong out here. There is 
tb ringg of bells, firin3 of from the band .. 24 yg ladies dressed 
ur in white for something, I what .. US rfail leaves here 4 x 
a year? dscription , amd its commerce and industry 

We rtvlg in c w 2 wgs f Ne r "-~ i these 7 men and r ? make r number 14 .. had 
5.3, but the larger the slo· e .. 3/4 of ~s gg by Fort Hall, but Ms say 
ours is the shortest rot by 250 m; we cross the Cala:fl:,rnia mts at the same 
place as others The route yet tb covered 'fr/ :proved a false 
rpj~ omen 

FINANICAL ACCOUi'-JTS , 

"Jl1IGRA:NTS CUI DE" 
the Norman Clayt 
own hand-writin 

75-80 

81-119 copied f'rom others in :part, prob including 
and adapted to his own exper w Lassen route .. in his 

acfi:e:xAFT:iITRlL. · .• 16.3 days to :Peter Lassen's Ranch (109 to SL; 58 to Lassen) 
See also ia1 ~s and Armstrong, J. ~. Bruff. . thousand wa~ons this way?. . 
Amps rret,r.ne , minus gold, in 1852 .. resume life as wagon maker and 
masonic 1 . ~e .. w died at 26, lvg 4 children (one after return) .. remarry 
and_~ ce 11 more chlldren .. Of the total of 15 children, sever found 
ther , at to Calif, ch they had ev recd glowG accts fm their father. . It 
was Sarah who treasuxed the documents and :presented to CSL in 192l (also 
her brother Hoadley) .. d 1885 
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184J Edward Henry Lenox 

Rdward Henry Lenox, OVERIAND TO OREGON (Ye Galleon Press, Fairfield, 
Washington, 1970) h.c. 69 pp. 310 copies printed. r.:v,.~ ~. Gk'st .... a,. •/. 

Rems rn remarkably accurate. The L acct of the first lg wg i train was 
printed 61 yrs after the event~ •• 16 yrs old en he drove ox tr1 from 
Platte City, Mo. to The Dalles, Oregon, .. acct val historically cs its 
lists the men and wmn of 1843, • Some historians say 1,000 tbut Lenox 
says 127 wagons and something over 455 souls ••• The umber wko arrvd 
dvbn sowh less than starters, acct turnarounds and de.i.ths, . . Also con­
trary to/.L claim, Marcus Whitman did not organize, as did not join until 
6 days bf its departure •. orgd by Peter H. Burnett •. by the time of 
pub. of Lenox material in 1904 the myth re Whitman rode east t , Save 
Oregon was widey circulated.. (Glen Adams, Spring, 1970) / 

I 

!' 
I ' r~print ~f a"viRLAND T; OREGON IN THETRACKS OF LEWIS AND CLARKE; HISTORY · 

OF THE FIRST EMIGRATION TO OREGON IN m 1843t,, edi te by Robert 
Whitaker. Illus and introd by R. Morgenier. Ltd. e ., autograph copy., 
Oakland, California 1904 (copyright 12/Jl/02 by Le x, Oakland, Calif, . 
""'"~-..... ___ --- --·-·- -- ..... ·-- -----·r--~~-----.....-
Introductory:··· recollecsions ormiei n "the se and yellow leaf'' reverting 
to memory of "a lusty youth of sixteen years." •• My father, Capt David 
Thomas Lenox, d, 1873. cplained that nothi had been done to preserve to 
posterity a narrtive of the early pioneers 

A tree shall be known by its fruit; the trees of higher Christian life, of 
progress, justice and material prospe ty, were planted on the Padific 
coast by the pioneers of '43, • sma wonder if the wilderness was made to 
bloom .•. 

I Birth & Boyhood: b. Lexingto ,Y '27, . '29 family removed to Rushville, 
Illinois (Schuyler Ct.) .• i. moved to Todds Creek, Mo. 1840/ 

II Looking Farther West •. eter H. Burnett, lawyer livg in Platte City, 
5 mi west of us •. Lynn 11t gave 600 and 40 acres of land to the head 
of ev family that d se in Oregon .. Mr.Ba wayside orator, • his address 
in front of his store Burnett a rather strikg man of ord height, a keen 
1/ eye, sloping for ead, light cplex, and ready of speech •• walk right 
in and put down na es in the xo book; father the first to respnd ••• new 
yoke of leader o n .• that put tn me in the leadof r caravn all summer •. 
drove this te of Whitman Stations, where we traded for another team. 

t e Plains •• lv April 9, drove to Westport crossing of Mo .. 
cam into r camp sayg he had ta promise from Pres Tyleri 

that he d o nothg ctrary to ints of Ore setlrs for one year •• Pilot 
Capt. Ga t, p:i.id $800 to pilot to Fort Hall ••• May 21 Birnett elected 
over Je se Applegate •• 4 columns .•. 6 miles outX deep creek, build 
bridg .. irritation •• D. T. Lenox named Captain 

to edge of Caw r, swollen w/ rain. , A fr in the naborhoodihad J dugouts of 
logs •. make platform, ferry wagons •• 2 days in crossing •• Wm. Vaughn 
rescued by J, W. Nesmith •• heavy rains, mud to hubs, stalled teams, 
maddened, worn-out drivers •.. r wagn lighter, 1100 lbs., make 2 miles .• 
father asked Nesmith to make list of men and boys over 14 for guard duty. 



1843 Edward Henry Lenox (2) 

This val mem now property of Historic Pioneer Sipe. of Portland .. did 
not get all names then •• but I have been able to secure, quite generally 
at least, thru personal ricollec and corres w/ surivvors. 

The lg bands of cattle owned by Jesse and Lindsay Applegate, and Daniel 
Walio cd ha.rdlyb erounded up in mg bf 10, so delayed •. . a f ter few days agreed 
to divide the company •• Father took 2 teams and w 31 dther teams, went 
ahead .. . Those left behind chose Jesse A/ as Capta,In ••. After argument, 
w / Whi tmans help, we had our Sunday rest. . . S oti/ ilx wk father and WhHunan 
* John Gant riding D ahead, met JOO I l,i,/ warri9ts • • donate cow •• eat raw 
Roaring sound •• Buffalo stampede •• JOOO •• gr: her d went ]!lunging t over 
the precipice 20 ft hi, into the gr SP river, 00 yards fm our wagons, where 
scores of them were drowned. , plenty of fr h meat for a while 

July i 2, ferry r effects over the b"g SPR •• Wm. Athey r leader in 
crossg, He swam over w a small cord, a w this a larger rope .• used as 
sort of cable for guiding the craft ac oss .. Nate Suttons 4-legged Indian • • 

IV Crossing the Rockies: at SP, '- take off like magic. • I 
fear of our walking lodges •. • So Springs, Gen Fremont visited r camp, 
tellg use was rkg f the gvt on e govt survey, .• G. T. Naler's boy 
killed by t wheels, after all in over front end of wg on hill •• . w/ father 
at invit to visit commander of rt Hall, stockade of logs 20 ft high .. 
large fat Scotchman advises s d pack from there ••. Whitman in advance 
act Is threatening his placJ. .death of Stringer and Ayres in crossing 
Snake R •.. to Fort Boise 1: Burnt R ••. at Grande Ronde Falls joined by 
Stickas1, a Chttstian~f, as pilot •• carve way thru forest of Blue 
Mountains, •. at Whit s , find he at Spaldings Mission, a Mr . Geiger in 
charge •• stay 3 days, . to Dalles (The) where we hired 2 Is w/ their lg 
Chinook canoe1. to raf, down to Ore City. . Mr. Williams and I overland 
with stock •• 15 m. ~elow Dalles, swim them over 2 at a time beside a 
cnoe steered by an j . . thence to Fort Vancouver, where we crossed the 
rvr again •• arr OC 11/26/43 .• father decided to setl about 22 mi 
out of OC on Tua 1 tin plains 

Sneers at Edw & G. Bourne's artcl in YALE REVIEW for 2/17/02 re the 
Whitman myth •• I heard, . useless for Bourne to try¢ to rob him now of 
the credit f:r lthe gr work 

Appendix: Members of the First E P,1rty to the Columbia River Nov 1, 1843 
from J es Applegate t o John zaicahry Zachary, and Mrs. James Athey to 
Miss Lu t ta Zacaary/ (295 men, 58 women, anda possible 102 childresn - ­
the ed or) . , • 

ph<?t, of EHL .. pen & ink skethces from 1904 by RM, .• only fair 
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D. T. HcCollwn 

from Fort Laramie fr -om Sacramento City 
D. I', IICollvm, letters of June 27/and October 20/ 1849, in Russell .J;, 

Bidlack, Ll;I'Tii:RS HOiiE; TH.:!; STORY OF ANN ARBOR'S FORTY-HINERS (Ann Arbor, 
11(,~ie ,:an, 1960) r e _ _ nted " om t.1e " 'l!T~n, lJHIG. repcinted from 

• iICHIGAN AR rs, Se7tember ~• x~Y.i."ul a nd December 19, 1949 

f-114· PO ·2. I, -~4 -:>f-
.i.GDITOJ.: McC in his 50th year. a book-keeper and "conveyancer" by profession, 
.Register of Deeds, mercantile business, and "an ardent H tL ~t ." 

!f'.J..j:x:x:nnm::-:xr>#:,a. :C.rl:::x Fl to J. H. Lund, Esq: Since I wr Jty-{ou from SL we 
. rent o I I an there hired r :passages to Calif in the · · oneer Line, ea 
payg ~200 tb carried tho to SFor Sutters Fort, they boa c us and cookg 
r victuals. . start Hay 13, from 10 m w of I. . sick ? 1•nJe .i:s w bilious fever 
at Col. Grants 10 m w I. well taken care of $5 for tor and ~2 for board 
and trouble - chea:p enough ... C. N. Sinclair liv. complaint, d Hay 30, 
west bank Vermillion R .. C.C.Cranson sic billio• fever. buried 4 m east 
of Ash Hollow. . I am alone in the /.i:mITOR: both yg men. 

I'he line c:psd 20 psgr carriages, 6 to each, _Q i bagc.3 1-1:gns, dr by mules. 
rainy and wet, much sickness, 60 days est o SFort .. ride 2/3 of time & 
walk the balance .. 10 to 28 mpd .. look . like an I than a white man. i-Iy 
hands r the color of brown mud and r ·JUf: .er tr.an a hemlock board -- v seen 
but one 1:·awnee and one Sioux === they Tr. •::! ::' clear .. will write :parents of 
deceased from the fort . . 

/ ., 

Sac City (2 mi belovr sFort:1 (to Lund) .. after a lg n :perilous 
j from I .. arr here last Sabba 14, being u:pward of 5 months on the 
road; suffering :fxl&M hunger a nr. thirst, heat and cold, wet and dry, and a 3 
diff x bg brot t the border the grave. Once by billiuus fever, and twice 
by dysentery, or camr diste .:. e_ . . l)lus scriry. . the Il'.u.scles and sinews bg 
ctracted and a gen debilit• .. Nearly half ~e: rasngrs ~L v had the Scvrvy, 
4 v died wit, and many nnot walk or stand .. at Sweetwater throw away all '-' 
bg down to 75 lbs toi.i 1 man .. heavy losses ... bet here and I bet 1500 and:-
2000 graves and one · ion worhty of IJI'Ol) abarutt and destroyed .. uprards of ✓ 
1/6 of r number v di on the road 

As to the ct from1 ensa. R. to within 30 m of this :place, God knows what he 
made it for, I ci,i;J' not! . . in v of St. :Marys or H-, JOO mi in a cloud of dust, 
water freeze a~1 nite, and broil at noon .. dscri?t of Sacramento, prices . , 
We r still unwell, r tryg to recruit r strength, and then do somethinc, or try 
and get h~m~' again: wchih may God grant as a gr favor! 

/ 
The ~old I egings re fm 30 to 100 m in all direcs. . . 

I 
I 

( 



1862 E. s. Mccomas 

E. S. Mccomas, A JOURNAL OF TRAVEL, w/ an introd by Martin Schmitt 
(Champoeg :Press, 19.54) 84 :i;a.ges 500 cc d. & p. by Lawton Kennedy. 

Introduction: Iowa City to Oregon .• nothing new about the route of 
the established OT .. old familiar landmarks: CR, IR, Sweetwater, SP, 
Fort Hall, Salmon Falls •. internal evidence that Mccomas or other, was 
csultg S. B. Woolworth's Guide, pub Omaha 1862, w/ its t misleading 
info about the distance from FH to the Salmon River mine : , • bringing f 
up the stragglers (that year) was Medorem Crawford, Mio e Report and 
Journal was pub a>~ Senate Document 1863 .• maj source nfo 1862.. . • 
Accts by Randall H. Hewitt and F. Fry ditto, but bo men were headed 
for Washington Terli tory. Col. Reuben F. Maury o 1st Oregon Ca v, est, 
1862 emig to Ore and Wash Terr as 1,300 wagons, d 8000 persons. 

A school teacher in Johnson Ct., Iowa •• deba re Northern Abols i vs. 
Sothe:t)l!t Secess •• The prominent :i;a.rt I had ta en in the disc made it ve 
inconsist of me to enlist •• hence to Salmo River, . a euphemism •. in ✓ 
turh a souther sym:i;a.thizer of Ky, Ohio an Indiana antecedents •. A Galv 
Yakee .• He came West to avoid going Sou 

Successive destinations .• Wash Terr •. Oregon .• Mlntana .• Walla Walla 
V .. Powder River Valley of Oregon ( e new mines) •• aimlessness a aharac- v 
teristic of this period •• floater on the stream o migraton, stradned on shoal. 
Auburn, Oregon was the mining to that caught the drifting Mee party; thus 
this one of the few diary accts f Oregons ~ gold region .• in 1861 Auburn 
laid out on the flat at the jc Blue Canyon and Freezeout Gulsh •. arrival 
coincided w hanging of Lucien arnier, exec f s:trychnine poising of partner . 
Surve winter there despite ift to Boise mines •.• no gold .• store-keeping~ 
horse-trading, ditch-diggin , and otherhonorable •~ though profit- · \ 
poor employments •.• final diary entry seals him permanently in Oregon. 

McC educ soewhat avoe t9 average of his i time, •• tr w new western words 
such as canyon and cor:r:fu.l, but his pedagagical instincts generally wnn out •• 
Some of his T expers r · described in incommon detail; in others he is v · 
laconic •• At FL he i 'had an adventure" (a squaw?) .. in later nsp remns, ow, I 
e learn that he had a fight w a soldier at FL, "who assaulted him while 
asleep, He shot the soldier, but not seriously, and the next mg the affair 
was satisf explained to the co." 

' 

Appended to the McC d, are ballads, songs, and comic pieces, an unusual 
feature in overland narratives .• his own, "My J. oter the Plains"// The 
ink sketches~ . r the only known ctemp illus of life in JR mines: they c 
vey a sen~e of hard times, mitiaged by a sense of humour which never 
deserted .. ·McC. Map of Auburn, long disappeared, only delineation of the town. 

/ 

Evans _Smith McC. b Adams Ct, Ohio 1/23/39 .. family to Montgomery Ct, Ind, 
1843./. f all 1860 in Johnson Ct., Iowa in Pleasant Valley .. d. provides 
major events 1862-67,, m. Harriest Welsh of Iowa City, to La Grande by boat. . 
In 1868 hit on his natural employment -- newsi:a,per editing .• style resemble ·· \/ 
that of his diary -- straightforward, but w a tendency t measel into florid 
prose ••• Interview with Chief Joseph, 1877, widely reprinted •. :uiirw:ix«rtwxus 
promoter of Whirlwind Kidney and Rheumatic Remedy, courtesy of Cayuse Chief 
d. Wallowa, t¢ 1911 
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d, iassed :from writer to his dgtr, and fm her to a niece, Mrs, Elma 
T. Havemann of Eugene. She has placed it in Library of University of Oregon. 

d. edited w/o footnotes .• spelling and cstruction has been retained, 
He used no punctuation; that which appears has been supplied to give min­
imum reading aid, not to meet accepted prose standards. 

journal book bot Conncil Bluffs, Ioaa, June 11, 1862. , • entitled 
"A Journey O'er the Plains", pp, 1-28, • May 14 to Sept 19, Auburn. . 
diary at mines through December Jl, , , diaries of subsequent years 
led by spread eagle figure ( used on book f cover) , 

/ 

Geo Walker, C. M. Westfall, Luther Dickey, E,S,-EC .• thru Iowa City .• 
join 5 teams .• rains •• fiddling & dancing •. Ne~ on .. Ft. Demoia .• 
ferry Demaine River and Middle Coon, • gr westelJ.' t divide bet waters of 
Miss and Mo, • Turkey Creek •• Grove City .. N" hBnabotna .. Council, Bluffsi, 
camp on Mosquito Creek, • to see the "Elephan ', han an old time. , hitch 
4 horses to our waggon •. Stood guard. for he first on acct horse theeves. 
i CBs is a hard town; horse thieves & gam ers appear to rule the place. 

June 2. Crossed the Big Muddy Misso i, trhu Omaha City and west 1 m. 
J, To Elkhorn, • Pawneees, . Fremont. exe our dog gave out. Lots of 
Indians to beg & steal. I burned one' back with my sun glass, and gave 
another brea with cyyan pepper. They: sloped (sic) 

¢t Columbus, cross Loup Fork •. encamped on Pat Warm Slough .• 
11th Evans's Ranch .. waggon tire e-set, cost $4 ••• Boyd's Ranch, Here is 
Nebraska Centre P.O. 

lJth came opp Ft. Kearney •. Elm Creek .•• Buffalo Creek 
16th Started earley drov 12 m * encamped for noon on the prairee. The 

ct thru here is smooth and le el as far alsmost as the eye can reach, w/o any 
timbex and verry little wate except the Platte which is always so muddy it 
looks like dis~water •. a agged man who preteneded tb craxy camped w city boys. 

17th .• Pawnee Spring •. surr by a natural fortication of hills 
19th B~iling Springs . black Mud Creek .. 8J waggongs, Dance •. 

21 Rattlesnake River .. No wood now for 80 miles back none before us for 
150 miles; use B chi Platte Valley coal. 

22. Rlrv h:f A o.rew Hunter for our captain. • Pass AH opp. . Crossed 
Castle River .• --Pas ed Castle Bluffs opp side of the river 

25 i:assed ¥1cient bluff ruins •• first sight of CR & CHR •. 100 
M teams gg to Fl~rence, 

26 i:asseq., 'cHR and come w1 thin 8 m CR. . 
27th Pas¢d Convent Rock today ? •• had a thunder shower as we i:assed 

Scotts Bluff;{ .• 29th to Raw Hide Creek in sight of Black Hills .. Joth. 
14 m to Ft Larramie & layed by .• 

7/1 Qome :from the fort, got 4 letters •• drove 8 plu 8, down a verry 
bad hill: Let our waggons down w ropes 

7/4 p:i.ssed Larramie Peak .• p:i.ssed 86 M trains, . (N side Platte) .• 
9th a.gain lower waggon w/ ropes .. to lower Platte bridge .. Here we crossed 
toss P, cost 50c, • They charged waggons that had come all the way on the 
SS $5,, . mosquitoes thick 

7 /11 Willow Springs, deserted station acct danger from Is 
7/12 Grease Wood Creek, • r/ Quarrel, sell our share to Luther Dickey, • 

Here we got a man, Tom Baldwin, to haul our things, He is gg to Oregon .• 
lJth Independence Rock •• read names & wrote mine 
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14/ went up to ffi; coulnd not cross SW. Come back to the Rock, 
crossed on a toml bridge & come up again to IG •• Passed the Pound Gap 
where the Denver Road comes in 

15 Forded SW •• to South Pass ¢ City 
21st. Came to SW. Had an introduction to Old Bridger. he gave us a 

dscrip oth road to Ft. Hall via lander's Cut off, • fell in with & formed 
into a co of 16 waggons with a Denver co •. 35 men .• Wm J~ck, captain •. 
to base of Wnd River Mts. / 

22nd •• last crossg of Sweet Water. now gg thru ;p'ie Great South Pass 
along a creek, the last water that puts into the All tic Ocean. 

2, to Green R or Rio Colorado 
25 Cdn cross w/o ma.kg a ferry out of r wagg boxes or gg 10 m down to 

a 1 ferry owned by a couple of Es. Went down d encamped. Had a dahce. 
Crossed r waggons on the ferry •• here we left 5 of r men who bot the ferry. 
hhere is where a gr deal of depredations vbn ommitted by the Is and white 
Jayhawkers on the Es. 

27th. , firing of about 100 guns. • cos of Jayhawkers. , graves of 
men k by Is .•• camped in the canyan. 

31 Bear River 
8/1 over the mt to Smith's For 8/3 here Geo Walker & I gotXDKk, 

a man by Saml Hindman to haul r thi s 
8/8 pirty of Californians sh up by Is. 
8/12 •• Fort Hall vicinity •. 800 m to Salmon River mines & 200 to Deer 

Lodge Valley. Nowoby new where eyer gg. Some wanted to go to Oregon some 
to Calif some to WW & soe to eer Lodgei •• Walker & I were for Deer L 
but cdn get r things hauled 

13 Port Neuf ferry ... at jc w Snake, Mosquitoes Oh God:, , 15 
American Falls on Snake R •. evidence of other I attacks, (C, Bullwinklej 
from NY •• grave of 5 mo , one Andrew Hunter, Iowai City 

17 Raft River cro ing . • m graves Es k by Is. • this seems to bw 
a continual battlegrou d •• er Canyan Creek •• the ct here is a vast plain 
cvd w artimesia •• b nt rocks and daned bad dust and inhabited by horned 
toads rattlesnakes the damd Snake Indians ••• (along Snake River) 

29th •• now irley on the desert of poor feed for 150 m •• Capt Wm 
Jack resigned aft r a good deal of talk and jaw Wm Carseley elected •• 
soldiers for Sa on River. 

9/11 tdofalhue River •. men 2 men carryg express to soldiers at 
Catherine Cref.: ~nd got from the the first news in re war in the states ••• 
12 crossed ta Malhue and thru "Carron Valley" from g r no of dead cattle. 

14/ mped on the long dreaded Burnt River canyon near a pile of 
sculls of tr massacreed in '52 here 

18 / Started earley. • come to :ix where the Es seiarates, those gg to 
the min

1
e's turn to the left, those gg to Willammett and Wallah Wallah Valleys 

to the/ right •• general good-byes 
19 come to ~ Auburn. Found a town of about 200 houses. Saw 

a man hung, miners at work &c &c •. 
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of Nrs. J by former marriage bM espoused her cause and, while cam:pg near IR 
encountered his step-faher. . an argument ensued and he shot the major 
'!'he ·,iissourians sou8ht out ;r Vir. L and arrested him a d his own s·:m, close 
to bg lynched, barely escaped a flogEE, an let on the trail w/o an animal, 
w/o provisions, w/o arms etc .. liajor J p a:;_J;n:.-o their ·agons and I'!,'oceeded. 
with Mrs. J. . . Dr. 0 meets the Ls in SLC. . Did Er. L ever find Hrs, J 
in California? ierhaps w/ Hr. L out of the way, Hrs. J. and the ma j or 
made u:p and traveled :k ~ .±: on toe;ether, in Er. L's wagon! . . / 

/ 
/very lengthy letter .. more on abandonment -- stacks of oacon, sugar 

by the barrel, guns thrown into rivers. . gala-washers, mill r.ms - tonw of 
pwder and lead - beds ripped open and feathers scatrd tote winds - wagons, 
single and by the dozen, mutillated by vg the spokes cut· .,. for :rack-
sddles ~ndpickets .. but wall this .. vn begun to witr.ess such dstruc of 
pro:perty as there lb down on the St. nary or Hum' d river .. which has long 
been denuded of evthg to sustain life. . Such is t .. opinion of every mountain­
eer w whom Iv cversed .. surving that, they 1 fin their way blocked by snow, 
left to meet the fate oth Donner :party. . . .i.riv. tions, ~mrn.i!!M wretchedness, 
sickness and crime must follow .. all must be ~eft to the dictates of Passion, 
and the direc of sinister views. . , 1849 1 ;,me b remembrd -f_/i. . It 1 c;i ve 
scope to the Urator, ihilosopher, and the ~ ve st. The poet may dwell upon 
it, and the Dramatist find it an ample t1 e for the exercise of his genius. 
Here u v some of the princ reasons y I· det n t g by Cali this fall by the 
northern route .. also I and my ani .ia.l are fatigued ... 

Instead of remaing here during the t~nter .. Iv now resolved tot ado:pte what 
is here called the southern road, · that is, by the utah Lake to the town 
odr 1-uebla d Angelos. . by this r t e shall v no snow or cold/l weather. . no 
hi mts to climb; but some rough ... ockj· road, and some lon.3 stretches wo water. 
J:ack train lv in ab,:)lJ.t 2 weeks :piloted by mtr named Waters .. wg tr later. 
distance to De Angeleos if 700 m 

Iv no j to assit me .. th labor of r j too arduous to nnect journalizing 
;r'with it .. that J:)art "Jth t that made the strongest im::,,ression, . was previous 
to reaching FL .. Near Y. all the way, Death walked before us, in our midst, 
in our rear .. It made 1e road x side an almost common supluchre, the ~lain 
a charnel house/ / /3 o 10 fresh grvs by road side daily . . but a I!l.ajori ty 
out of sight, . ow o r c of 56 lost but one . I w~de it a point to understd 
the r.artics o ev. health, and gave my directons acc .. I lost one patient 
out of r train; it He.S 2., lady;her attack was violent, and she survived it 
but 12 hours. . sev pages of dscrip of H settlement. 

f/ Are my family; all livine;? Has not the cholera stalked thru hichigan? etc. 
O! had I the .:.1:;wer of Clairvoyance 

San Diagonia, '30 miles east of Los Angeles, I·iarch 20, 1850 (maiJ.ec1 at 
i.\'iO!"terey, a month later) /LillJITOR: lir. O's acct val sc,urce one oth most 
dramatic episodes in tv lit oth Uest. . Dr, 0 J~ined ;/~ Jefferson Hunt caravan, 
org in 7 divs, tr lv site of irovo Oct 2. . / J..GX.ty of 27 w e;ons div..;rted to 
n, was the co of foolhardy indivs known as Death Valley _--'a:rtyf. , sufferings. 
Jan 5 reach Sl:wer's Ranche/near present San Bernadino:/ .. thence to r8.nche 
of a Hr. Weaver, ex-m:mntaineer, 
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a reg line of grs .. to within 50 m 
v lost 50 oxen .. We vbn fortunate. 
2 slicht bilious turns . . HcCollum 

Caleb IT. Ormsby (2) 

of L ... Jonesville/11ichi:an? co. 
Hamilton has had to ayne. I v had 

comes in later with 

:ciillITORS HOT~: Item in Clevlend i-IAIN DE.ALER, repr Oct 10, Capt 
i'erry left F'1 in August w. 6ovt train of sick and ~ .. able .2:s and effect 
of those hhad died" ... The Jonesville do called .,hemselves Fayettte 
~ Rovers; went by way of CBluffs, under C ~ Hemy Baxter. . 
FRONTIER GUARDIAN Hay JO listed by name the 20 members of this company. . 
Other letteri by CNO to daughters, sefudg theE specimens of western flora. 
Dr. 0 remained at F 8 days .. lv 7/5 

Eormon Ferry on Platte River, 150 
since leavg :;_~ ottawattamie nation. 

e vn seen an I 
since lvc FL 

Independence Rock, July 15: . . " ind ' ea brief letr, but not s much expecta 
that it 1 ever reach you .. labor f tvg is fatiguing beyond dscription, .. 
thousands .. must winter this si e of the mts .. if we arr in Calif w/ life 
and health, the gr object 1 b -~t~ined .. For all the ct I hv :passed over 
the last 500 m I dn give a di! e. /this letter to lirs. Ormsby/ 
- I . 7pt 50 m :C of Green Ri:irer __ :Jan rn of Green River July : a.Lso in same mai.L to 11,rs. 0 
South ?ass, July JO ?/, . Normon mail. . gg to "II settlementC" .. 
1849 lb a memrb epoch in 1is~ory o ~ r ct. Neither the Crusades, nor 
Alexander's Expedition· o India, san equal/i this E to Calif .. we hav prov 
escaped all trouble .. since leavg FL, whole trains abandoned for r.,acking. 
The whole western w r thus far is good for nothin8, exce1,t to serve as 
a bridge to Califor _a .. ps July 27. At Fort Brideer, 112 m from SL 

SF letter , - means to furnish feed for out beasts is to stike off 1th 
main road 2 m up or down some ravine or creek. . now .3 weeks behind; 
false represent -t.ions .. Nearly all the St. J and CB ii: r in advance of us, 
while all the .i£s r behind us. . we are not far from the centre. . . He 
shall follow ,..,:e E ;thxcl: road, arund N. end of the lake - then to Calif as 
marked on ·:1~e•s map .. shdb G feed as most ofB has gone to FH ... strongest 
foreboding! as to the ult fate of thousands still behind us .. much disap 
in the a p :7 of the RHs .. nothing to excite r wonder or surprise. He are 
now at tlie summit 

At Sal Lake City September 18 /iiillil'OR, where he was sidetracked for the 
winte.., I I:y dear wife. . ?hihgly sentimental reverie on se::p from family 
and '1 e to the micration: "In enterprise and darine:;, it sur:rassed the 
cru a.!ies, Alexander's expedition to Indian, or Napoleon's to Rushhia. These 
or · , nated w potentates or religius enthusiasts .. this is the spntaneous 
e ~hbi tion of the enter:p-.cise anddaring oth American character. Tens of thous 
nds rush forward, unabided by any national treasutre .. each one acts as 

h_s own sovereign .. and feasts or starves at ~leasure .. BUT everything 
is calc to irritate & sour the disposition .. fatigues of the j .. cos vbn 
torn asunder, enmities vbn engendered bet those who v long lived as frs .. 
jealousies v exited bet husbands and wives, . and hve led to their se1:iara tion, 
violence has been resotred to, and in some, atewmps to murder .. ~xam:ple of 
instance of llajor J{ J, who had gotten "a nation in his head that the familar­
ity that existed beten l'.fr. L and his wife was greater than the nature of the 
case required. . ij quarrels .. lVIrs. J transferred to Er. L's wagon .. son 



Caleb Ir. Ormsby 

Caleb n. 'Jrmsby, letters of Hay 14, June 2, June O, July~ , 15 1 

21~-, and JO, September 18, 20, l ,'349, an ~')1 in Russel :1;':-- - -" ) 
Bidlack 1 editor, L2.:rT::::.i._1S HOE 3: THE STORY OF AN.N AHBOn 's FOR.f',. ,i.1lhiner ~ •~ 
(Ann Arb0r, !•1ichican, 1960) Reprinted from the WASHT:::::r H ',foIC , ----
iay JO, 1849 to j"""...._ 1--'-. I.-~ / 

/written to -~~Teement/ 

Described as a pioneer :physician, a real este.te -_."::!'.'ator, a 
mill ,., mer and "an o::_:itimis~ w:i:o, al though a careful 
felloYna .. , tended always t ;::centuate the r;ood." 
tra velle s he writes: " . . vr/ very f few exce:pti "J , they are moral, 
tem:perate, industrious and kind . the same amo, _,t of intellect, and an 
equal moral character cannot be found in any c mrnunity numbering the 
same :por>ulation in the Unied Stated." 

Ifay 11,1,, Independence . . sev days nd th ti""-8 of r original calcula-
tions .. caused by the backwardness of season. , now swarms are putting 
forward for the er J:c11Drado of the 1iTes Hexicans and S:paniards are in gr 
abundance, and u v only to look =1on .em tb persuaded that am villaoinous 
set of rascals does not exist. . othinr alarminE about cholera until we 
got about 200 m. up the I'1issouri :' "Yer, .. However, at Independence gloora 
~ervaded all clases .. to such a ctegree that the gambling shops in town 
closed on the Sabbath ... ,.el l · Y cicitzen Knap:p a victim .. when I saw him 
he was in his wnding sheet. , :it 1 care, cholera su may be traced 
to imprudence or inattention o ea th. , "= o,. e regar to these, cholera 
dn exist ... ?EIDT,J::t: ¢ n ,., erland :;l'.'.mail service .. b ta rather effec­
tive one-way mail service . ad devd, . as increasing nos of advrs turned back. 

June 2, 200 m from .. weather has retarded r prgoress .. again, we 
were delayed for about ,ne week ?de:p:3,rture? / waiting for the Boston & 
Newton Co., -- _in 1 · Gen. :i3odfish and myself agreed to ~ut out, by slow 
marches, and await t · leir arrival. They overtook us 40 miles outi. . but we 
soon found they c tv w us, and we v left them . . . we¢ vi fallen in 
w/ other other co and messes, till e/1 now v 16 wgs, about 100 mules, and 
56 men, magg a l etty strong train. . . since crossg oth lfanzas we v made 
25 mpd, "more J, ogress than any tr within r knowledge." yet to ex::;i my 
first sick 1¥, tho r k~:mz: ttla bors are most arduous and fatiguinr. . . 
this is only /4 a letr, and must ride back in :pursuit of men who 1iromised 
to carry i t .A:') SJ .. l'ioneer line 10 m in advance .. that l'lcCollum and aasocs 
took seats/1· / at $200 ea.ch, for the sake of expedition. 3 to 10 grs daily 

/.:.v ,1, -... ; :phsycian of Boi::ton & Newton Co. wa,s Jr. D. J, Lod:e, wlth wL.01r 
Crmc~-:/ ~1~ :r b2-.:tc iJr-;ez--.:. Dnc1.1-:2.:~n·!~f;r1, 

jort L2ramie, June JO: seated pn the gr w a foot sq box bet my leEs 
f a ~able ... All split u:pon the same rock , overloade;. . arr here 6/24 .. 
We 'f here finally resolved to pack .. ch leads to gr sacrifice .. Sold wg t .o 
L:.?fleer Train f.or $.35, Fortunate; many sold for t5, or left by side of road. 
V ::ia ed 4 trunks, request Ca11t. Ferry oth Fort (a fr) to take them into 
custody and return them when he could .. but he 1 do it for none other ... 
dstruc o groperty is immense .. t ons and tons of pork .. one trhows away a 
saw-mill, after haulgm~ it 500 m .... many at Flying incaracitated, sev. 
vg bn run over by wazons .. one of them cried like a child and sobbed con­
vulsively ... .3 ~sin hospital from gun shot wounds .. fals f horses, 
"a constant scene of disaster." .. all ths is nthg cpared to havoc of cholera 
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very well that my team db unable to haul the whole load over, I hired a man to 
haul half oit i across for me. The rv at this pt is nearly one mile in width, 
and from one to 2½ feet in depth .. when a team stops the wheels of the wagon 
sink in the sand, and it almost out of the question to start it again ..• 
rest on islands .. slush ice .. strange to tell, I took no cold 

I fed my team on hay and grain to FK, then B grass .. they did as well 
using Uncle t Sam's pasture as freely as if it had been my own .. arr. Dec. 10. 
execution of lone B full, ch charged .. saved from freezing by limbering up, • 



Charles N. Teeter {2) 

letter from Darius re rich mining camp near the Boise River (sprng, 1863) .. 
April 21 lv mountn tops .. lv Dvr April 26 .. pay Smith $50, for passage. 
4 good mules .• 5 incl Springstein ... encounter Black Hills 65 min. of 
Denver(?) .. out onto Laramie Plains .. cross Big and Little Laramie, 
hug mts till Ft. Halleck, 200 m from Dvr. 

The 1st nite after lvg FH we camped on the NF; and the succeedg nite on 
the summit of the main range of the RMs where we caught up w a lg E train 
en route for California .. the great Fandango .. This pass thru the RMs is 
known as Bridgets Pass, nd cb trvld w loaded wgns, as the hills are low and 
their slopes gntle, ma.kg it prob the best pass thru these mts t o: t has ever 
yet been discovered .... Bitter Creek, emptyg nto the Green .. pa.sing into 
one of the po:crest cts in America .• to Ft. Bridger ... to LC rather than 
Ft. Hall rt, in order to sight-see .. over Wasatch Mts .. Y has caused tb 
cstructed one oth best mt roads I ever saw ... 48 desc pt of SLC .. bg 
erected The Temple, upon ch 100 men cstantly employed . Brigham's premises .. 
saw over 40 of his own children, his own school. 0 the gate leading into 
the enclosure is perched an eagle with spread win , while direc in front of his 
reside the figure of a huge lion holds its emblematcl oth power that BY 
wields over the minds of 80,000 people. 

Fom SLC to N ct setld about 70 m, whe all vestiges of human improvement 
disappear .. Is c:parativly safe after Ge _Connor's chastisement of Jan 29 on 
Ber River. . I1i se' s Ferry 12 m above F t Hall site ( now gone) . . . 
Boise R .. over 300¢ m from FH •. now ithin 35 m Bannack City{later called 
Idaho City), the gr center of the B se mines. 

On return trip to SLC .. meet rain of 20 wgs 1 rater & McCrary from MoR 
This f time return by Salmon Fal route, 100 miles closer than FH ... 
Reem pt on old E trail wher~r ad forks .. a short distance from Raft Rv. 
Leader pros ctinu onold Calif rail 35 mi further, and leave it at or near 
the City of Rocks, direc to , lmon Falls and Goose Creek mts. (new route, 
new µ3.ss) .. by 1865 it wa;f much travelled 

Fort Boise at base otbl mts .. estab summer 1863. Boise City one m from 
the fort ... a dozen b dgs .. who knew it db the capital? .. my brother w 
his cabin one of the original pioneers othis place. Mccrary, Frather, Squires 
& Johnson honor of ~ulg anddeliverg the first freight ever shipped from Utah 
into the Boise mines. 

to Oregon in 1864 .. Boise City burn May 18, 1865, • leave September, 
1865 with gold dust, doz or 15 well armed and mounted, •. at SLC train of 
Frank Dashner .. l haul to Omaha for $50, per each .. city full of men wantg 
to g back to the States now that the war was ended .. lv Sept 22 w 50 men 
& half-doz woroien ... one man assets in silver brick, kills hishorse ... 
¢ Dashner drunk and dangerous. . change for Capt Carter. . . reach FH in 
a blizz9+d, Oct 10 ... after crossing the Black Hills, r route to Dvr lay 
along ; he base oth RMs .. Oct 18, gr eclipse of the sun ... arr. Elephant 
CorraJ Oct 19, . -

EDITOR: We pass over the advs oth Teeter bros bet Dvr and Omaha, where they 
arrd Nov 15, quoting but one observation: "Indeed, I do not believe there is 
another wg rd of equal length on the continent as level d smooth and gas the rd 
leadg from Omaha to Dvr, a distance of 600 m. It runs over the Flatte bottom 
nearly all the way, and is an excellent rt for arr. They had cmncd buldg the 
lff that very yr and when we got to O had only about 20 miles of it cpleted." 

2 wks in O. forward I, dust to l'hila mint. tickets for Berlin, Wis .. 
40 m from journeys end .• stage to Plainfield .. arr Dec 13, 1865 .. absence 
of 3 yrs 7 months ... 100 days from Idaho City ... West healthier .. m. in 
April, 66, migrate to Bates Ct, Mo. 



1853 D. B. Ward 

D. B. Ward, ACROSS THE PIAINS IN 1853 (Seattle, Wash., n.p., n,.D.) 
1965 facsimile reprint by Shorey Book Store, Seattle 

Publisher's note: We r pleased to bring back into print .. Dillis B. 
Ward, one of r earliest Seattle pioneers •• original copi~_s rare •• DW 
records now repose in Univ of Washington Library 

Preface by Edmond S. Meany, Univ of Wash., Septemb , 1911 .• sentimental 
preface .• "By the torches they lit, Americans max forever learn of loyalty 
to God and home and native land. 

Ward (recollections) I will tell as best I y , after a lapse of well 
nigh 60 yrs, w/o notes of any kind to aid memory, of such incidents 
as come to mind ••• ma.de journey at age •• b. ky, 1838 .• to Batesville, 
Arkansas, 1850 •. {I) m. Sarah Byles, d r Rev. Chas Byles who, w his famil 
crosd the plains to KY in 1853 .. 3 fa lies (Hilary Cason and Wm. Bently), 
w/ hired men, 26 persons, 8 wgns. • u Indian Territory 

Cross Cache la Poudre •• B countr~ of Arkansas River{!) •. unidentified 
Fort •• I council, Pawnees and A apahos . • we had now p;i.ssed Ash Crreek, 
Pawnee Fork and Pawnee Rock •• • a few days after leavg the fort we p;i.ssed 
the adobe trading post of the ent brothers, ch at the time was deserted, and 
soon after we left the old S ta Fe Trail entirely, .• down Cherry Creek - _ 
to where Denver now stands • cross SP. • into the Rocky Mts. • , Is dispersed ;l--
b,Y bugle calls •• join 2 of Es encma.ped on North Platte, ch was crossed · 
¢ w rope and wagon bed erry 

we reached Green River that we struck the main 
traveld road from S . Joe, • before we had been following a dim trail .• now 
on a broad highwa 25 to 500 feet in width •• contrast re grass, game, Es etc. 
While E of 1853 1 as not so heavy as 52, there were thousands of people that 
year bound for he PC ..• Mormon tricks •• Sulphur Springs •• soon after 
came to :i;arti g of the ways, Ore and Calif .• tricked into crossing Snake 
River~, and then re-crossing at cost of $8, at Fort Boise •• 
Deav o~f(~e ' ~xrtzxuYHines, brother of Gustavus, while crossing river .. 
Grand¢ R de valley. • • l::a.rge down from The Dalles, women, children and 
chatte , to the Cascades •. cattle overland •. at lower end of the Cascades, 
again shipped women, chldren and chattels by steamer to mouth of the Sandy •• 
arr Salem vie 



L. H. Woolley 

L. H. Wo::,lley, CALIFOrtNTA, 1849-1913, 0r, The Ilamblinc,
1

Sketches and 
Experiences of Sixty-four years' residence in that S te. 
De\'iitt & Snelling, Oakland, 1913, p.b. 48 ;?:P, 

' TRII Aw.1oss THE 1-I.AINS (pp . .3-7) 

I was one of those advrs wo left the Gfeen ,'1 s of Vermont. . . to Boston, HY, 
Phil, Cine , SL, and Independence. Here I · ined the first mule train of 
Turner, Allen & Co. s, 2ioneer Line. . 40 i· --ns, 150 mules, 150 pasngrs. 
left fr..,nti~ May 14, and here is where hardships commenced .. mule 
,/;I trouble ... cooking fiasco first n · · ... e out, Little Blue R • . 

from cholera we ".ost about 75 of r manber bf we reached FL, 700 m from I .. 
Hhen near Fort C d .. all the :r,e..ncrs left the wgs, and walked on in 
advance. j along S.i:; : until we reached FL .. the first :place 
of ints .. was a ~~r the river between 2 perpendicular rocky 
banks .. called priaire dog vills, soti sev hundred acres. 

He 1 now r:ass to anot. er :l.nts, object called CR ch is not ltogether unlike 
Bunker Hill I•1onument .. a to ether 200 feet hi. .. one of r co attempt to 
ford l?latte on foot .. Yl.li_ hesitating between 2 opinions his feet had rkd 
down ;iiil.o the quicksand ar:. became emibeeded .. gave Hasonic Grana. hailing 
sign of distress and in em t there er sev men. on their way to his relief. 

The next JOOmi er devo·. of any This brin0s us to the summit 
of the RNs, crossed Jr -, 19, . 2 :t brot us to Green River, swollen. Here 
we brat r :pontoons -p{ .Lnto use and i,:;·ram the mules. . . Steamboat Springs .. 
Subletts Cutoff. . in~s us to the · se of the mts at the source of the H-­
R .... Slippery ord, now called · e l s Half-Acfe, smooth inclined rock. 

Abut 40 m south . om sink of the H-- is ild Ragtown on Carson 
from Fort Chur/ ill. . . Six Hile Canyo-9, th roughtest piece of 

r, not far 
road yet. 

·-:, I 
Arr at Wl!iave/i l e, sept 10, J (now i-'lacerville). 

I 
I '· 



1849 Sheldon Young 

Margaret Long, The Shadow of the Arrow (Caxton, Caldwell,Idaho, 1950) 
Appendix A, "The Sheldon Young Log", pp. 257-280 

Sheldon Young was a member of the Jayhawkers of 1849, who were 
lost in the desert between the Sianish Trail at ¢ii Little Salt Lake 
and the Pacific Coast. Following is /,"/ii correct copy of the log J'f 
ths man kept between Joliet, Illinois and the Sianish San Frans quito 
Rancho in California •• 

The original log has been preserved by his son, Lewis . Youni. of 
Rutland, Illinois, along w/ his daguerrotype, both of ch 7Y1 put in the 
poss. o John B. Colton, who afterward tried for 20 yrs locate him •. 
Cs of changg residencs no trace oth Jayhawker cdb foun until March, 1897, 
The diary is written w/ pencil and in some portions t distinct enough 
to be read -- from Mar 28 to April 13 -- the writin is nearly effaced. 
It shows, however, that after leavg Galesburg the ississippi River was 
crossd at Fort Madison and thence to Centerville Iowa 

SHELDON YOUNG Lm , 1849. J olei t , Illinois to ancho Sanfrancisq ui to 

Obituary: b. 7,23.15, Connecticut; d. 8 8/92, Moberly, Mo ..• having 
been an old sailor he cd do his own coo and housekeepg in a creditable 
manner .• a vecy eccentric character (M 1:ierly Weekly Monitor 8/25/92) 

3/18 Started on our trip for th gold regions (Note: Much detail 
has been omitted east of Salt Lake ty) (from Ottawa) 

3/22 Shipped r load for St. J . seph by way of St. Louis by water 
5/16 Crossed the Missouri Ri 1er. Went 2 miles and camped till 

the 6th in Nebraska (where di he cross?) 
5/16 Porter came up w us. Porter and two of his men died of the cholera. 
5/17 .. Went 3½ miles t the Blue 
5/27 Went 9 m and, • . n the plain .. 11 miles. one o'clock came 

on the Platte Valley. Six orrals in sight. 
5/28. Went to bcb~a:Jll~ the Fort (Kearney, says Long) 8 m. • The 

Fort is a rude construct sod house, one store and a garrison of three 
comJanies. troops arr this day. Cholera and small-pox at 
the fort. 

m# ~ 6/2 H d ct f grass & water •• 7 B killed near camp this mg 
6/4 hard-100¥.ng country •• plenty of pears .• 9 miles, halted near 

the South Fork (Pl r te) , and crossed in afternoon •• Plenty of Indians .• 
6/6 8 m · • , 9 m. • 11 m. to the bottom. . Blowing a harricane. • 

12 m up South Fof~ of the Platte, and across to the North Fork. 
6/8 15 m .• 5 m O came to Ash Hollow, • There the upper ford road 

of the F Sout?/ Fork comes in •• gr display of natural architecture ... 
passed 2 camps where they had the cholera 

6/10/' Ux Chimney Rock in sight. 
6/11 10 m and halted abreast of Castle Rock, or the court house 
6/12 8 mover quicksand roads. , abreast CR •. wagons~ mired 

down in quicksand 
6/13 Plenty of prickly pears, . 6 m, then the road leaves the bottom 

and takes a circuitous route around Scottts Bluff •• 5 m from where the 
road leaves the Bottom, there is a g spring of water and plenty of wood •. 
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1849 Sheldon Young (2) 

.. went 9 m and camped near (blank) on the side of a bluff where a man 
d of cholera, • plenty of water off to the left hand in a ravine, 

6/14 12 m across Horse Creek .• one co. from Mo, lay at Horse 
Creek w/ 3 cases of cholera. 

6/17 Crossed the Larmie River. Went 12 miles and i saw nothiing 
ve intersg about the Fort, nothing but mud walls to be seen •• The road 
leaves the river, • 

6/18 .. they v thrown away bacon & flour .. 4 ton weight, and 
5 wagons 

6/19 Commenced climbing the ilbt~ black hills. 
6/22 Struck the Platte •. Doc Whitmore traded hs team .and wg f horses 

and :racks .. there is about 200 teams here watting toge across, • 2 m. 
up river and waited for a raft •. cattle u acrosss. . men drowned here 
ths spring •. 3 or 4 i canoes fastened together. 

(lost) 

7/2i Potter and another to moun:ans and d a good snowball. 
7/5, . man arrested for murderg a man twas :racking •. Took his 

hDrses and $400 and put out. He commite he act on the Platte, 
7/6 .. Climbed on top of the moun ins, camped near a large snow-drift. 

We crossed the Sweetwater. , 
7 /7 9 m to South Pass - 4 m :Pacific Springs. . dead oxen. 
7/8 16 m. to Junction of ST and Sublets Cutoff •• Little Sandy 
7/11 .. Big Sandy •. Came o Green River and found it not fordable. 

Mormon ferry boats •• across day •. There is not half as many teams taken 
that has the Clu Cut-off •.. ?) 

7/12 Went 25 m and fod he Green R, then left and went 15 m to Black Fork 
7/14 / / 4 m from F, t Bridges (sic) 
7/15 .. :r:a.ssed th Fort •. Utah Indians, a rabher malicious race 
7/16 Sulpl:iur Cre 
7/17 to Bear Riv •. worst Ford yet •• all down hill 
7/17 Crossed Rd Fork six times .•. lofty mts both sides 
7/18 Webber ver .. Wind River (Wasatch) Mts. (The SL Trail in 1949 

descended Emigrat on Canyon from Little Mt. to SLC. , Later the rt was 
:V changed from E to Parley's Canyon) 

?722 Move on to the City. Houses mostly of clay, unburned brick •• 
7/ 23 :p west side city. • stay through the winter? . Potter 

succeded in rading his cattle for fresh ones and went on. 
7/ 24 Gr Celebrations here on the~ landing of pionners in '47 
7/25 Long trains keep coming in •. teams look bad •. They can beat 

Illinois; or any re.rt of the states •. for raising cattle. Cattle do well 
here yr /around w7o any feeding .• People are industrious, hardworking, 
There las nothing very alarming, only rumos and scare-crow stories. 

/25 Lef 1h the city on the South :ntoute ~old Sianish Trail) 
/ 7/28 Dis:tressg times on the road •• gr many returng to M settlement • 

gr, 1ma.y lost teams and er taking it DX afoot ••. Fort Provo ... 
/ 7/30 ... Itend to by by Santa Fe Trail (OST) route,it bg too late 
to go by the Northern Route (across Salt Lake Desert, to the Humboldt R etc.) 
Lay in camp from July JO to October 1 •.. 

2/ 5/ 59. . arr SF or Newhall Ranch {Santa Clara River). ( closes the "log" • 
last fl_y-leaf, m. per day, adding to 777 from I.SL on the Si:e,nish Trail to the 
Rancho/ /) 
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