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THOMAS SLI•T,HT--PIONEER 

TTJMAS SLEIGHT was born at Swinehead, Lincolnshire, England., on the 25th 

day of Septemher., 18;;, the son of Richard Sleight~ arrl Ann Lamb. He died at 

Paris, Idaho, on the 17th day of March, 1916., at the are of eir.hty four years and 

five mon'"-hs. 

Short anri sad are the annals o~· the pocr, we a1~e toLl, and L " poor in this 

world's poods is the only consideration the history of Thomas Sleight should 

close here, but there are those who were closely associated with the man in his 

life's work who are convinced that riches consist of' other values th£<n money 

and material. The subject of this sketch was far from being poor when weighed 

in the balance of St,rvice and experience and .-,hen the co;npensation or these is 

calculated. 

To record that a man l)egan life as a boy mi7ht he considered trite -were we 

not reminded that many who reach advanced years began to live only after the 

major part of those years had passed, and that some never reach the point of 

beginning. The subject of our sketch while yet a serious minded and industrious 

school boy heard the ~reat Gospel message, and was converted to it in his early 

teens. He already had met with an irreparable loss in the deat of his father, a 

loss which caused the br~king up of the home and the scattering of the children, 

many of whom came to .America, among them Thomas, who, at the age of seventeen 

came to the land of unlimited ·opportunities seekinr." his. He located at St. Louis 

and remained there until the year 1857, when he moved along with the v~nguard of 

the westward-bound movement of American pioneers to Florence, Nebraska. Here 

he met and married Marianna Reynolds. Shortly after the marriaf~e at Florence, or 

q • te ~in r Quarters, as it was called by the Latter-day Saints, he waa called to 

assist in rr.a.kirn• a sc tler.·,ent at Genoa, seventy ?!:iles farther west. 

] 

'i:. 
' i' ' . ! 

l 

l 
j 



, .. 

-2-

At this pc,int the lundr, ·:,ere br:::ken, rrepered ::'0r seedir.ti; b.nd 1;lc.nting 

gra.! :-,,, end other crop.. • The :'ir-' t ar,d the Eh.oo;·,d ybe.r~, f&1lure only v,,e : th,::, 

rew.~rd of the unretti tti ~'S t .. ii. e.nc, pri VL tion ·;;J' the settlers. The third yf.:ar 

pr,:,:misec a good cr;,p. However, as th.e hE,rvest time ne~re::l and th.: 11·.:,n~er:·. 
,)~ 

-;:ere ;:repi:,ring to g&ther the much ;\ceded t;r& r: e:'.:n vegetuble:: it w1:s ~·ounc th~t 

the ;:;.-~ ttle,~er..~ .i:n:d been r,,,,de '.t'i thin thE· b.f,u:,de.~·ieE , f en Indim1 Re1;ervt.ti. n end 

the. . e . le were i::..:,t.ified by agency officers to vac,_te within. 'thirty dl'l.yt,. Thi B 

mea t thi:.t ·they :-.u.t e.be~dt,!, thbir er pz an.d go Emf•ty be.::.ded 1:_to the wilderness. 

fir$t c :mpany . : the e.e.:;, n of 1850 to sttrt, lee.vi ng liey 30th a:·,d re chi ng Se._ t 

Lake City August 9th. ~u .. tL.g fr::m bib dic..ry; "ln. the ,-e:.venty day-ti travel we 

m.t:1de about 1000 miles. I heve f:1nce made thE: ~:ame po:i nts three different times 

1n about 30 h ur~ L:nd ·did n . t ca!i.p on "the treil.• Brcr.her Slei;ht relE.•tes the 

tollowir,g incide1:n, , f i,he trip: "Our· weg:_ us wit1re in E> circle each :_ide or t,he 

road. I wa8 on gu£i.1·d. About midn.1ght I beard the. clettaring cf a horse• s h ·)c,fs. 

Then e;ht "e.~ etL.l as death. When the rider reac:hed haili:--,g dista,i:ce I shouted• 

9Who comes there'?" The clatter stopped imnediately end a voice ,,-e.s heard: " 
Pony hpres;:-;." •come ont" E:.nd the clatter started afresh. Re rode thrn ths camp 

and, numy vm.o had been awake::ed w,ndered 7ih£.t v,•ez up." 

The ~cllowing year, 1861. Br~ther tleight h~d loceted vlith his faniily et 

Hyde Perk, Cache Valley, Utah. Here during the next two years he la.bored to 

establish himself, to produce :food e.nd r:hel ter aud to m::.xe per.:.a.oent the homes 

vt his .pe,.;,pl$. But hu,. o~:n. h tie w~a' n.:,t yet to baa :me pemanent as under e. c&J.l 

f'rom President Y:·ung he ,1:· r:.. one of a :,arty, under i;he .:i.eadersbip of Apo,:tle 

Charles c. Rich, directed to en&er, explore e.nd report upon the feasibility cf 

colonizing 1.h Beer L • .&.e Velley, then th ught -~holly v~ithi1-:. the territory of 

U1,e11. Ac a re::·i-t of the ex;-edit1on a number v.1th their 1'em11.ies were cal.:.ed, 

e:m,~-n.o th -o El:l. our .,ubJect, to ei;tablish homes in this beautiful Vt.:.lley, then in 
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the bee.rt of the 11Wi. d f Al!leri ca." The Vl!.i..:. ey m:.s the hoi:;...e ;)f d.:.d enir.-.£:.l. end 

ob~;te.cle,a to overc .:ue. 

Here the .long trek ended, but the trie .... , the toil and thE: :pri Vl.itic·n we.re but 

fairl.y entered u;· n. Brcthc.r Sleight hc :;.ped to ley ut the tj,:n of Peri , , entered 

lend~ f'or far;r::.. ~ E.r:d c: .. .m=finccd ~,gain the ,r. r ocec of hOl!lc buildi r..g. Becides the 

arduous labors c nnccted ;s,i th c.let..ring ~~ bru,.king h.nd, buil61!'.t, irrigeti ,·n di tches, 

canyon roa.dt- o:id bridget., c: n ,. tl".iCt1ng dn"elling£ and ir.illf:., al~.o there Wc,S the 

n.:ces~ i ty er proVic!i~ defence agai ·· ::t r..t.:.raudin.g be.nd~:- of Ind1s.:1r- . Brother fle1ght 

he.d already as~•isted in m.E.ki?.;f; e psese.ble ro"d thru &lie-ration Canyon ind ::-ne thr.1 

Log an Cacyon., he being c: ne :;..,f the -:first to treve:.. these DN~ well-kn~,m. high·::!iy s . 

Since he had h&d .. me tnilitary expericLce ~ d same les; one in dealing w:ith the 

Red Men, he wu., on J'UJ..y 27th, 186'1 elected adjutant, rt th the rs:ik of First 

LieutE:<.ne.nt, Campe.ey A cavairy• First B~ttel.1::,n, Firet Regiment of the Nauvoo 

Legion Militia for the Richl~nd Iviilitery District, u. T. ~1th his usual dic~atch 

and efficiency .ile :undertooit the task &c.d it is to bh eredi t tbet n1> In.:1-an 

depredations ccurred to &unoy th~ settlers tram the first. 

While of e viaait t::> ~e1t La~e City. in 18&5, Sister l.Leight, Marianna 

Reyu..1l c.s, died chi.i.dle&t;. In July. 186'7, Brcther Sleight ru£:rried Mary ka"tilda 

Wix::-m in the Endow.nent B-ou~e. To thmL were born .four son . ana. five daughters. 

All are: E•t1ll li V1ng. Three ,Jf "the daught£r:. a.cd three of the e,ons £:till. live 

at or ne~rPari~, ld&hc, the place of their birth. 

Br0ther ~leight w.. s e.i.ected a Comruissio11-0r f e r the then nc-.,wly orse.nizo1 

county of Bear L~e, in J'une 1S75, and ssrved o.nt tem in th&t poti tion, flSSist

ing by his ~b111ty 6nd energy in shaping the cour. e of the p~liticel subdi~Sion. 

Raving a fair education ~·or that dey, h6 was eflll~d to be e public Ech~ol teaoh~r, 

thuf, bringing hie influence to bear in lccrger me&E,ure upon tle lives <.1t youDt; r:1en 

who w.,-re to ir.6.ke perua:1ent the c ;:•lon:l zing effort in th.iS . ct1~~1o He begun 
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