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THOMAS SLIIGHT--PIONEER

TIOMAS SLEIGHT was born at Swinehead, Lincolnshire, England, on the 25th
day of September, 1833, the son of Richard Sleight, and Ann Lamb, He died at
Paris, Idaho, on the 17th day of March, 1916, at the age of eirhty four years and
five mon*hs,.

Short and sad ere the annals o the pour, we are told, and i poor in this
world's poods is the only consideration the history of Thomas Sleight should
close here, but there are those who were closely associated with the nan in his
life's work who are convinced that riches consist of other values then money
and material. The subject of this sketch was far from being poor when weighed
in the balance of sorvice and experience and when the compensation or these is

calecula tEdl

To record that a man began life as a boy mirht he considered trite were we

not reminded that meny who reach advanced years began to live only after the
major part of those years had passed, and that Bome never reach the poinu of
beginning, The subject of our sketch while yet a serious minded and industrious :

school boy heard the zreat Gospel message, and was converted to it in his early

i
|
teens, He already had met with an irreparable loss in the deat of his father, a |
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loss which caused the breaking up of the home and the seattering of the children,
many of whom came to America, among them Thomas, who, at tne age of seventeen i
came to the land of unlimited opportunities seekin~ his, He located at St. Louis |
and remained there until the year 1857, when he moved along wivh the vanguard of

the westward-bound movement of American pioneers to Florence, Nebraska., Here

he met and married Marianna Reynolds, Shortly after the marriage at Florence, or

Winter Quarters, as it was called by the Latter-day Saints, he was called to

assist in makinr & sec tlement at Genoa, seventy riles Ffarther west,
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At this pcint the lands were brokes, prepered Yor seeding and plauting
greizn. end cther eropi. The Tir:st asnd the sccoind yeurs fellure only we: the
rew.rd of the uonrexittisg t.i1 en¢ privetion 7Y the sevtiers. The third year
promised & good er.p. However, as the hervest time nesred and the picneers
nwere rrepering to gether the much fceded gre r asd vegetsbler it wes “ound that
the s.ttle._ent ned been nude within the bouideries I en Indiep Reserveti. n anc
the ¢ .le were notified by egeney officers to veecite within thirty dayn. This
mes t thet they ru.t ebecdun their er pr and go empty hended 12%0 the wiiderness.

He treve.ed serosc ihe _Lzing in the Com.iny cf Ceptein W. Weliing, the
Pirst ¢ mpany .7 the eas n of 1BEC to stert, leeving kKazy 30th aud re ching &e.t
Lake City August 9th. Cu.ti g from his diery; ™o the -eventy days truvel we
made sbout 1000 miles. I keve cince mede the veme p0ints three different times
in about 30 b urs &nd 4id n.t camp on the treil.® Brother Sleight relstes the
following incident : f ihe ftrip: "Our weg.ns were in & cireie easch :-ide of the
roads I wes on gusrds About midnight I heard the clettering «f & horse's hicfs.
The n ght wac sti.l &s death. When the rider reached hailing distarce I shouted,
"RWho comes there?™ The ciatter stopped immediately and & voice as heard: ¥
Pony Expres:." ™Come ox," and the clatter started afresh, He rode thru the ceamp
&nd meny who Lud been awaikered w.mdered whet wasn up.”

The fcllowing year, 1861, Bruther £leight hed loceted with his family 2t
Hyde Feri, Ceche Valley, Uteh. Here during the next two years he labored to
eéstablish himself, to produce food erd chelter end to mzke percapent the homes
of his pe:pi¢, But h:s own h me war not yet to bec.me permanent &s under & call
from President Y-ung he w:c one of & .arty, under the ieadership of Apo:tle
Charles C. Rich, directed to enfer, explore end repsrt upon the fessibility of
tolonizing th Beer L:se Valley, then th ught -holly withir the territory of
Uteh. A: @ resu.t of the ex;edition & pumber vith their femilies were cal.ed,

®Wong them cur .ubject, to estebiish homes in this beeutiful velley, then in
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the heert of the "Wi.d f Americe."™ The vei:ey wes the hone of +i.d enirel. end
the hunti g grourd 7 .ilder Ind au:, btut hese were n-t dee.ed t0o be serd u:
obztecles to overc me.

Here the long trek ended, but the trie.., the toil and the priveticn were but
fgiriy entered ur n. PErother Eleight hciped to0 ley ut the town of Peari:, entered
iends for farzing &xd c.mrenced cgeln the rrocec of howme building. Besides the
erducus lebors ¢ nnected with clearing exnc breeking lend, building irrigeticn ditches,
canyon road:t ané bridges, con. tructing dweilinge end mille, el:o0 there wee the
réees: ity ¢f providing defence agei-:t rersuding bends of Indisnr. Brother Sleight
had slreedy essisted in mekins & psesebie roazd thru Emipration Cenyon £né -ne thr
Logar Caryon, he being cne of the Ffirst to trevei these now well-knowm highosys.
Since he had hed . me military experierce e d some les:cne in deeling vwith the
Red ¥en, he wre, on Juiy 27th, 1867 elected adjutent, with the rank of First
Lieute¢nent, Compeny & cavairy, First Betteii.n, Firect Regiment of the Nauvoo
Legion ¥ilitia for the Richlcnd Militery District, U. T. With hie usual diepatch
and efficiency he undertoox the task &rnd it 1s to bis credit thet ne In.ien
depredstiens ccurred to snnoy the settiers from the first.

¥hile of & vizit to calt Lave City, in 1865, Sister fieisht, Karianna
Reyn.ol.s, died chiidless. In July, 1B67, Brother Sleight nerried Mery Katilda
Wixom in the Endoweent House. To them were born four son. and five daughters.

All are etill living. Three .{ the daughter: acd three of the gons &till live
et or nesr Paris, ldahc, the place of their birth.

Brother tleight wis eiected a8 Commissionar for the then newly organized
county of Bear Lexe, in June 1875, &nd served oneterm in thet porition, &ssizt-
ing by his &bility end energy in shaping the cour. e of the politicel subdivision.
Having e feir educaticn ‘or that dey, he wss celled to be & public school teacher,
thus brirging his influence 10 bear in largcr measure upon fie lives of young men

who were to meke peruenent the colonizing effort in thisS . ctiza. He begun

teachiag in 1867,
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