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/\ 49ER'S DIARY 

THE DIARY OF DAVID NEVIUS SIMONSON 

THE FOLLOWING WAS COPIBD FROtvl THE ORIGINAL DIARY IN MAY 1933. 
JT WAS OWNED BY I-IlS DAUGHTER, ELLEN SIMONSON VOORHEES 
(MRS.JAMES E.) OF BUSHNELL, Il.,LINOIS. THIS IS THE STORY OF I·IlS TRIP 
:FROM NEW YORK CITY TO THE CALIFORNIA GOLDFIELDS VIA THE 
A'fLANTIC OCEAN TO THE ISTI-IlvfUS OF PANAMA. HE WALKED ACROSS 
THE IS'IBMUS TO THE PACIF1C OCEAN, DURING WHICH TIME HE HAD HIS 
TWENTY-FIRST BIRTHDAY. UPON REACIDNG THE PACIFIC AND FINDING 
ALL TRANSPORTATION OVERTAXED BY PEOPLE TRYING TO REACH THE 
CALIFORNIA GOLDFIELDS, HE Al\lJ) HIS PARTY BOUGHT A BOAT AND 
TOOK PASSENGERS ENOUGH WITI-I THEM, THAT WITH THE PRICE 
RECEIVED FROM THE BOAT AT THE END OF TI-IE VOYAGE, THE OWNERS 
HAD FREE TRANSPORTATION UP THE PACIFIC COAST. 
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FEB. 5--MONDAY--LEFT l\1EW YORK A LITTLE AFTER 2 O'CLOCKP.M. ON 
BOARD TIIB STEAMSHlP CRESCENT CITY, BOUND FOR CHAGRES, WITH 
ABOUT 325 PASSENGERS. A PLEASANT AFTERNOON ANTI EVENING. QUITE 
A 1-<""EW SEASICK. . 

FEB. 6--A PLEASANT DAY. QUITE A NUMBER OF PASSENGERS VERY SICK. 
WAS NOT SICK Iv!YSELF. TIIB WIND CO!vllvlENCED BLOWING IN THE 
EVENING AND THE SEA VERY ROUGH ALL NIGHT. 

FEB. 7--SEA CONTINUES VERY ROUGH. NEARLY ALL TIIE PASSENGERS 
VERY SICK. TIIIS :tvfORNING I WAS TAKEN VERY SICK AND CONTINUED SO 
THROUGH 11-IB DAY. KEPT TO MY BED Nl~ARLY ALL Tlm n.rvm. 

PAGE 2--FEB. 8--SEA NOT SO ROUGH. THE WEATHER A GREAT DEAL 
WARMER, FEEL A GllEAT DEAL BETTER. MOST OF THE PASSENGERS OVER 
Tl-ill SEA SICKNESS. ONE OF OUR NUMBER TI-ITS DAY WAS BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE ASSOCIATION FOR VIOLATING THE CONSTITUTION. A 
COM1\.1ITTEEOF 'TI-IREE APPOINTED TO REPORT UPON THE CASE IN THE 
MORNING. WE ARE NOW ABOUT 700 lv1ILES FROM NEW YORK. 

FEB. 9--TODA Y FEEL QUITE WELL, WEATHER AS WARM AS IT IS IN NEW 
JERSEY IN JUNE. 1v1ET ON DECK 1HIS MORNING TO BE DRILLED IN 
MILITARY TAC'ITCS AND WERE ALSO DIVIDED INTO lv.IBSSES OF SIX, EACH 
1vffiSS ACCORDING TO THEIR J-IEIGHT. I AM IN TI-IB SHORTEST l\.ffiSS. 
CONIMITTEE REPORTED F AVORAI3LY ON THE CASE OF Mc N. HE WAS 
BROUGI-IT BEFORE THE ASSOCIATION AND PLEAD GUILTY TO CHARGE 
BROUGIIT' AGAINST HIM. WAS REPRIMANDED BY THE PRESIDENT AND 
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UPON A PROWSE OF FUTURE GOOD CONDUCT, WAS FORGIVEN BY THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

PAGE 3-FEB. 1.0~-FEELAS WELL TODAY AS EVER l FELT IN MY LIFE. IT 
CONTINUES TO GROW STIIL WARMER AS WE GET FARTHER SOUTH, AND 
WOOLEN CLOTHES FEEL QUITE UNCOMFORTADLE. WE ARE NOW IN LAT. 
22.48 AND LONG. 72.18. ABOUT 1200 MILES FROM NEW YORK WE SAW TWO 
SMALL ISLANDS CALLED (BR? ). C,.\ME VERY NEAR RUNNfNG ASHORE 
ABOUT7P.M. 

FEB.11--SUNDAY--Wf.:ATHER CONTINUES TO GROW WARMER. SAW TWO OF 
THE WEST INDIBS }SLES THIS MORNING, ST. DOMINGO ON THE EAST AND 
CUBA ON THE WEST OF US. ALL WE CAN SEE OF THEM IS THE TOPS OF 
TI-IE MOUNTAINS. THE PASSENGERS ARE NOW ALLOVER TI-IB SEA 
SICKNESS AND ALL OF THEM SEEM TO BE ENJOYING TI-IB:MSELVES IN 
SOlvlE WAY OR OTHER. 
PAGE 4---SOJv.CE ARE READING, SOME PACING THE DECK AND SOME ARE 
SITTING DOWN ENJOYING THE SCENE. THE WATER PRESENTS TI-IB Iv!OST 
J)EAUTIFUL APPEARANCE, THE COLOR OF DARK INDIGO BLUE, 
PRESENTING AS WE GLU)E ALONG, A SIGHT TRULY BEAUTIFUL. HAD 
PREACHING IN TI-ill FORENOON BY REV. McWILLIAl\11S FROM (BUNTER-?). 
NOW BOUND AS A MISSIONARY TO CALffORNIA. TEXT 11TH PSAI.M, 13TH 
AND 14TII VERSES. PASSED THE ISLAND OF ST. DOMINGO ON THE EAST 
AND CUBA ON THE WEST. 

FEB. 12--WEATHER STil.L CONTTh.TtJES WARivfER, THE THERMOMETER 
ST ANDING AT 84 DEGREES IN TI-m SHADE. IT IS VERY W AJU..Jf TN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE DAY ANTI COOLER IN TI-IE AFTERNOON AND EVENING. 
PASSED Tiffi ISLAND OF JAlv!AICA THIS MORNING TO OUR WEST, NOT 
NEAR ENOUGH TO SEE ANYTHING BUT Tlffi MOUNTAINS DIS11NC1LY. 
SEA A LITTLE ROUGHER THIS AFTERNOON. 

PAGE 5. FEB. 13-~NOW IN LAT.--- RAN THE LAST DAY 226 MILES, THE 
FARTI-IESTDAY'S SAIL IS 241 wIILES. TI-IE SEA IS ALlTTLEROUGHAND 
SOME OF THE PASSENGERS ARE SICK AGAIN. A CONilvID'TEE APPOINTED 
TO MAKE PLANS FOR CROSSING 11-lE ISTE·llvfUS \VITI-IOUI CO:tvIPETITION 
AMONG THE PASSENGERS. A COMMITTEE OF THREE APPOINTED TO 
PROCEED DIRECT TO CHAGRES AND THENCE TO PAN AMA TO HIRE 
CONVEYANCE A~1) 1\/IULES. 

FEB. 14--NOW IN SIGHT OF TI·IE COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA, CAN SEE THE 
TREES AND ROCKS DISTINCTLY, ARE QUITE HIGH MOUNT ATNS. HAD A 
SHO\VER OF RAIN AT 3 O'CLOCK P.M. NOW IN SIGHT OF CHAGRES. AT 4 



O'CLOCK WHEN WITHIN 1 1/2 MILES OF CI·IAGRES 'IHE VESSEL CAST 
ANCHOR. AT 5 O'CLOCK THE COMMITTEE LEFT THE VESSEL. THE 
BALANCE OF THE PASSENGERS REMAINED ON BOARD ALL NIGI-fr. 

PAGE 6-FEB. 15--LEFT THE VESSEL AT 4 O'CLOCK FOR CHAGRES. GOT 
THEREIN ABOUT AN HOUR .. CONTAJNS ABOUf 1500 INHABITANTS. 
VISITED 'TI-IE FORT, FOUND IT VERY BEAUTIFUL.COVERED ABOUT TEN 
ACRES OF GROUND, IS NOW IN RUINS. IBRED A GUIDE TOT AKE US TO 
GANGONA TONIGHT BUT COULD NOT GET TI--IB NEGROES TO GO. SLEPT 
OUT UPON THE GROUND ALL NIGHT. 

FEB. 16--ST ARTED THIS MORNfNG ABOUT 7 A.M. FOR GANGONA WITH 12 
OF OUR COMPANY IN A CANOE ABOUT 17 FT. LONG, ROWED BY TWO 
NEGROES. THE RIVER AT CHAGRES IS ABOUT 300 YARDS Wll)E, A 
BEAUTIFUL STREAM, THE BANKS COVERED WITH BEAUTIFUL TREES AND 
FLOWERS IN FUlL BLOOM. SAW COCOANUT TREES, ALSO MANY 
BEAUTIFUL BIRDS AND AN AJ.LIGATOR, SOME FEW HUTS ALONG TI-IE 
RIVER. RODE TIDS DAY ABOUT 14 MlLES, SLEPT IN THE CANOE ALL :N1GHT, 
WEATHER VERY PLEASANT. 

PAGE 7. FEB. 17--STARTED AT 4 O'CLOCK THIS MORNING ANO KEPT ON 
TILL NOON, THEN STOPPED AT A HOUSE ALONG THE RIVER AND GOT 
SOME COFFEE WHICH WAS VERY POOR. SAW SEVERAL MONKEYS, THEIR 
FACES WI-IlTE AND THEIR BODIES BLACK. HAD TWO SHOWERS TODAY, 
BUT DID NOT RAIN MUCH. Tf-IlS NIGHT SLEPT IN A HOUSE UPON THE 
GROUND WITH A COW HIDE FOR A BED AND MY COAT FOR A PILLOW, FOR 
WI-ITCH I PAID 25 CENTS . 

FEB. 18--STARTED TI-ITS MORNING AT 6 O'CLOCK, WEATHER VERY 
PLEASANT. GOT VERY TIRED OF SITTING IN THE CANOE. SAW A SUGAR 
PLANTATION AND :tv1ILL. WITHIN 3 MIU•:S OF GANGONA, LEFT THE BOAT 
AND WALKED THE REMAINDER OF Tlffi WAY. ARRNED AT GANGONA AT 5 
O'CLOCK, ABOUT ONE HOUR IN ADVANCE OF THE CANOE. 

PAGE 8--GANGONAIS APLEASANJ' STI'UATIONFORA VILLAGE, CONTAINS 
ABOUT 50 HUTS. MOST OF THEM ARE BUIJ .T OF CANE ABOUT 10 FT. I-UGH 
AND TI-IATCI-lliD WITH THE LEA YES OF THE PALM TREES. PITCHED OUR 
TENT ABOUT 100 YARDS FROM THE RIVER AND SOUTH OF THE VILLAGE. 

FEB. 19--ABOUT 500 PERSONS AT GANGONA WAITING FOR MULES TO 
TRANSPORT THEIR BAGGAGE TO PANAMA. SIX MORE OF OlJR NUMBER 
ARRIVED THIS EVENING. PITCHED ANOTHER TENT. 

FEB.20--TIIE REMAINDER OF TEIB ASSOCIATION ARRIVED THIS MORNING, 
15 OF TIIEM STARTED FOR PANAMA WITH 5 MULES, TAKlNG ABOUT 700 
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LBS. OF BAGGAGE WITH THEM. THE PLACE APP.EARS TO BE HE ALTHY, ALL 
OF OUR NUMBER ARE WELL. 

PAGE 9--FEB. 21--FIVE MORE STARTED FOR PANAMA WffH 4 :tvlULES 
TAKING 500 LBS. OF BAGGAGE ,VITH THEM . THE MULES OR HORSES ARE 
VERY SMALL AND POOR. CANNOT CARRY MORE THAN FROM 100 TO 200 
LBS. TO PANAMA, TAKES THEM TWO DAYS TO GO ONE WAY, DISTANCE 25 
MILES. 

FEB. 22--ENGAGED 5 MULES FOR TODAY Bur DID NOT GET 'Hf.EM. NO 
DEPENDENCE TO BE PLACED UPON Tilli NATIVES UNLESS YOU HAVE 
THEIR NAME TO PAPER. WEATHER VERY WARM fN THE MORNTNG UNTTI , 
9 O'CLOCK WHEN A J.3REEZE RISES AND CONTINUES UNTIL SUNDOWN 
WHICH MAKES IT VERY PLEAS ANT. 

~ 

FEB/ 23--HAD TIIB PROMISE OF SIX MULES TODAY BUT DID NOT GET 
THEM. DO NOT FEEL VERY WELL TODAY, TOOK A DOSE OF MEDICINE IN 
THE EVENING. 

PAGE 10--FEB. 24--FEEL BETTER THIS MORNING. ALMOST AN 
IMPOSSIBILlTY TO HIRE MULES AT ALL. AGREED TO SEND COL. P. TO 
PANAMA TO PURCHASE MULES AT PANAMA TOMORROW. 

FEB. 25--AM QUITE WELL THIS NIORNING. COL. P. STARTED FOR PANAMA 
AT 5 O'CLOCK TIDS MORNING. I WENT TO A CATHOLlC SERVICE TI-ITS 
MORNING, VERY FEW PEOPLLE THERE. (SUNDAY) 

FEB. 26--HAD A LITTLE RAIN THIS MORNJNG, WEATHER QUITE WARM. 

FEB. 28--ST AR TED FOR PANAMA TIIIS MORNING AT 9 O'CLOCK WITH :rvIY 
BAGGAGE ON THE DACK OF A NEGROE, TWO MEN IN COMP ANY WITH 1vlE 
WITH THEIR BAGGAGE. FOUND THE ROAD :MUCH BETTER THAN I 
EXPECTED. IT IS PERFECTLY DRY. TRAVELED ABOUT HALF WAY TODAY. 
AT NIGHf WE STOPPED ON TIIB TOP OF A MOUNTAIN AT A NEGROE HUT, 
COULD GET NOTHING TO EAT EXCEPT WHAT WE BROUGHT WITH US. 
SLEPT OUT IN THE OPEN AIR UPON THE GROUND. ABOUT 50 PERSONS 
TIIBRE ON THEIR WAY ACROSS. 

PAGE 11--MAR. 1--AT 6 O'CLOCK STARTED ON OUR WAY ACROSS AFTER 
EATING OUR BREAKFAST ON SEA(?) BREAD AND HERRING. THE ROAD IS 
QlJlTE ROUGH AND MOUNTAINOUS, UP ONE :tv!OUNT AIN AND DOWN 
ANOTHER ALL TI-IB TIJ.vffi. EXCEILENT WATER BETWEEN THE MOUNTAINS 
IN STREAMS RUNNING BETWEEN TI-m MOUNTAINS. ARRIVED AT PANAMA 
AT 3 O'CLOCK, VERY TIRED AND NEARLY WORN OUT. 



PAGE 12--MAR. 2--HAVE COMFORTABLE QUARTERS HERE, TWO LARGE 
ROOMS FOR SLEEPING AND TWO ALSO FOR OUR FREIGHT. SLEEP UPON 
THE FLOOR WI'I1-f OUR KNAJ'SACKS FOR PILLOWS. WENT OUT THIS 
MORNING TO vmw '11-IE CITY. IT IS SURROUNDED ON TWO SIDES BY THE 
BAY OF THE SAME NAlvlli, ON 1BE NORTH SIDE BY QUITE A HIGH 
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MOUNf AIN AND ON THE EAST BY A VALLEY. lvIOST OF THE BtID.,DINGS 
Alill MADE OF STONE COVERED wrn-I EARTH. THE STREETSARE NARROW 
AND PAVED WITH STONE. THREE SIDES ARE WALLED. 

MAR 3--THIS AFTERNOON SAW A COCK FIGHT, Dil) NOT STAY TO SEE BUT 
ONE MATCH, BOTH THE FOWLS WERE KIILED IN TWO MINUTES. THE 
WEATHER rs VER y w ARM BUT QT.JITE HEAl ,THY. 

PAGE 13--MAR.4--THE ASSOCIATION PURCl:lASED A VESSEL AND ARE 
FITTING I-IBR OUT WI·HCH WILL TAKE SOME TIME BEFORE -~ .. E SHALL 
LEA VE THIS PLACE. 

MAR. 13--THIS DAY WE COMMENCED MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR 
T ,EAVING, SENT ONE BOAT LOAD OF FREIGHT ABOARD THE VESSEL. FROM 
THE 4TII TO THE 13TH WE HAVE BEEN DOING NOTHING EXCEPT WALKING 
AROUND LOOKING AT THE WONDERS OF PANAMA. IT CONT A.INS FROM: 5 
TO 10 THOUSAND INHABIT ANTS AND HAS ONE DAY BEEN A BEAUTif<1JL 
PLACE BUT NOW ITS PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS ARE IN RUINS, THE WALLS OF 
MANY OF THEM STILL P AR.TLY ST ANDING. THERE ARE SEVERAL FINE 
CHURC:r-ms STILL STANDING IN WUICI-1 THE C/\TI-IOUC SERVlCE IS STILL 
PERFORMED. TBEIU~ IS ALSO A NUNERY STILL KEPT lJl)-J VISITED THAT 
WITH SEVERAL OF THE CHURCHES. 

PAGE 14--MAR.14--THIS MORNING WE SENT THE BALANCE OF OUR 
FREIGHT ABOARD. AT 6 P .M. WE STARTED ON OUR \VAY. WE RAN AS FAR 
AS TI-IE ISLAND OF LOBOGO, TEN JvffLES SOOU11I OF PANAMA TO TAKE IN 
THE BALANCE OF OUR PROVISIONS AND WATER. 
(HE DOES NOT MENI10N THAT THIS WAS HIS 21ST BIRTI-IDAY.) 

MAR. 15--FINISHED PROVISIONING AND WATERING THE VESSEL. LOBOGO 
rs QUITE A LARGE ISLAND, ABOUNDS WITH TROPICAL PLANTS, ORANGES, 
PINEAPPLES, BANANAS, AND LEMONS, THE PINEAPPLES VERY LARGE AND 
FINE. 

P /\GE 15--1vfAR. 16--WE .STARTED AT 8 O'CU )CK THIS MORNING FOR SAN 
FRANCISCO--HAD VERY LITTLE \VIND lJNTlL TEN O'CLOCK, THE 
REMAfNDER OF TI-IB DAY A FAIR WIND. WE HAVE ON BOARD THE VESSEL, 
BESIDES THE ASSOCIATION, 18 PASSENGERS, THE CAPTAIN, AND FIVE 
HANTIS, MAKING IN ALL 49 S0l1LS. WE ARE VERY rvnJCI-I CROWDED, 
SEVERAL HAVING TO SLEEP ON THE DECK. 



PAGE 16--MARCH 17--WE NOW BEGIN TO EXPERIBNCE SOME OF THE 
PLEASURES TO BE ENJOYED lJl)QN A SAILING VESSEL ON Tiffi PACIFIC 
OCEAN. WE LAY ALLDAY IN A CALM, NOT l\lIOVING MORE THAN 12 MILES 
W1TH T!ffi SUN POURING ITS SCORCIIlNG RAYS DIRECTLY UPON US AND 
NOT A BREATH OF AIR STJRRING AROlJND US. WE GET OUR MEALS TWICE 
A DAY, OUR BREAKFAST AT 9 IN THE rvIORNING AND OUR DINNER AT 3 IN 
THE AFTERNOON. OUR FARE IS A HALF PINT OF COFFEE, A PIECE OF 
JERKED BEEF, SOME Y AlvfS, FRIED AND SEA BISCUIT FOR BREAK.FAST. FOR 
DINNER, WE HAVE SOUP, BEEF AGAIN AND RICE AND MOLASSES. OUR 
TABLE IS GENERALLY UPON OUR KNEES AS WE SIT UPON 11-!E SIDES OF 
TIIE VESSEL. 

PAGE 17--MAR.26--ARRIVED AT PUNTERENi\S, A PORT Ot-J THE COAST OF 
CENTRAL AMERICA,- WITH THE EXPECJ 'ATION OF GETTING FRUIT, WATER 
AND PROVISIONS. CAST ANCHOR AT 5 P.M. ~'I-mN WE WERE BOARDED BY 
THE CUSTOM HOUSE OFFICER TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER WE HAD OUR 
PAPERS ABOARD WHCIH \VE GAVE TO HTM:. HE TOOK THEM WITH TI-IE 
PROMISE TO RETURN THEM IN THE lvIORNING AT 8 O'CLOCK. 

PAGE 18--MAR.27--\VE WAITED UNTIL THAT TIME, WHEN NO SIGNS OF HIS 
APPEARING, THE CAPTAIN AND COL.Z WENT ASHORE IN THE YAWL TO 
GET THEM AND ASCERTAIN IF WE COULD LAND. Vll-IBN NEAR THE SHORE 
IBEY WERE MET BY A NATIVE MOTIONING THEM NOT TO LAND. Tllli 
PAPERS WERE THEN DEMANTIED \VI-ITCH WERE BROUGHT TO THEM BY 
SAID NATIVE, WITH ORDERS FROM TE-IB GOVERNOR NOT TO PERMIT US TO 
LAND, STATING THAT TI-IBY WOULD NOT PERMIT ANY VESSEL TO LAND 
FROM THE PORT OF PANAM1\, THERE BETNCi A RUMOR TI-IERE,OF t\ 
CONTAGIOUS FEVl.m. PREVAILING AT THAT PLACE_ THEY ACCORDINGLY 
PUILED TO THE VESSEL, WEIGBED ANCHOR AND PUT TO SEA AGAIN. 

MAR. 28-29--PLEASANT WEATHER WITH A GOOD WlND IN OUR FAVOR. 

PAGE 19--MAR. 30--THIS AFTERNOON WE ARRIVED AT THE PORT OF 
RIALAJO, WHICH IS SITUATED tJPON A RIVER OF THE SAME NAME, 9 
MlLES FROM ITS MOUTH. WE RAN UP THE RIVER WITH TI-IB VESSEL 
WITHIN 4 MILES OF THE TOWN WHEN THEY CAST ANCHOR AND WAITED 
TWO HOURS FOR THE OFFICERS OF TI-IB PORT TO BOARD US. \VHEN NO 
ONE APPEARED, THE CAPT AlN OF THE VESSEL, COL. Z AND FOUR OTHERS 
MANN'ED TI-ill BOAT AND RODE UP TO THE TOWN. 

PAGE 20--MAR. 30--WHEN ·w1THIN l/2 JvlILE OF THE TOWN THEY WERE ~1ET 
BY THE OFFICER OF THE PORT, DEMANDING OF THEM THEIR 
PAPERS.THEY RETURNED TO THE VESSEL AND DELIVERED T}IBM OVER 
TO HilvL HE APPEARED TO BE SATISFIED WITH TI-IBM AND SAID HE WOULD 
T AKE THEM TO THE PORT WITH I-illv'I AND RETURN IN TI-IE MORNING WITH 
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THE PHYSICIAN TO EXAMINE US AND IF HE FOUND NO DISEASE ON 
BOARD WOULD PERMIT US TO LAND. 

PAGE 21--MAR. 31--AT NINE O'CLOCK TI-Il.;:RE CAlvm A CANOE DOWN NEAR 
THE VESSEL WITH A LETTER TO THE CAPTAIN WHICH THEY 'I1ED UPON A 
BUSH ALONG TI-ffi SHORE TO THE WINT>WARD or US, OR.DERING us TO 
LIFT OUR ANCHOR AND GO TO 11-IE MOUIB OF THE RIVER AND WAIT 
THERE TWO HOURS AND THEY WOULDTITEN SEND A GUARD BOAT 
ALONG SIDE AND WOULD PROCURE FOR US WHATEVER WE MIGHT WANT. 
WE WAITED THE TIME APPOINTED. WHEN NO ONE APPEARED IT WAS 
RESOLVED THAT THE VESSEL SHOULD RETURN AND THEY WOULD LAND 
BY FORCE. ACCORDINGLY AFTER CASTING ANCHOR NEAR OUR FORMER 
PLACE, 20 OF '11·IE MEN STARTED FOR THE TOWN ALL ARMED TO THE 
TEETH. WHEN NEAR THERE, THEY WERE MET BY THE OFFICER, 
FORBIDDING 11-IEM-TO LAND AND STATING THAT IF THEY DID, THEY 
WOULD BE FIRED UPON. IN THE MEANTIME HE FORMED HIS GUARD 
CONSISTING OF 12 MEN ALONG Tl-IB BANK. OUR lvIEN AT THE SNv!E TilvIB 
MADE A RUSH FOR TI-ill BANK. BY THE lTiv.IB TI-IBY HAD LANDED, TIIB 
GUARD HAD DISAPPEARED AND THE OFFICER OF 'IlIE PORT THEN AGREED 
THAT THEY SHOULD LAND AND PURCHASE WHATEVER PROVISIONS 
WERE WANTED. 

PAGE 22--APR.l--Tt.m FORE PART OF TI:-rn DAY PASSED OFF QlITETLY, IN 
THE AFTERNOON A REPORT WAS RAISED THAT A BODY OF CAVALRY WAS 
EXPECTED TO DRIVE US AWAY. THE MEN WERE CALLED TOGETHER AND 
WAR.NED TO STAND TO THEIR AR-"¼S UNTIL THE Tilv.lE WAS ASCERTAINED. 
AFTER WAITING FOR AN HOUR AND NOTI·IlNG OCCURRING TO VERIFY THE 
REPORT, WE WERE DISMISSED, AND A GUARD DETAILED TO WATCH 11-IB 
P APERS, WE AT 'IBE SAME TilvfE AGREEING TO REMOVE Olm. ARMS TO 
THE VESSEL WHICH WAS DONE TIIB SA:ME EVENING. I ALSO RETURNED TO 
THE VESSEL AT Tl IE SAME TIME; 

PAGE 23--APR.2--RETlJRNED TO THE TOWN THIS MORNING, EVERYTHING 
QUIET AND PEACEABLE. REALLY IT IS QUITE A RESPECTABLE LOOKING 
PLACE. THE PRINCJl) AL BUILDINGS ARE OF STONE GENERALLY LOOKING 
VERY NEAT AND CLEAN. n-m PEOPLE ARE MOSTLY INDIANS. THERE IS AN 
A.1\,ffiRICAN FROM SOUTH CAROLINA \'VHO KEEPS A PUBLIC HOUSE AT 
WHICH WE FOUND----------------- AND ACCO:tvlODATIONS. 

PAGE 24-APR.3-4--BUSY GETTING WATER AND PROVISIONS ABOARD. THIS 
AFTERNOON WEIGHED ANCHOR AND RAN TO TI-ill MOUTH OF THE·RIVER; 

APR. 5--AT TWO O'CLOCK 11-JJS MORNING WE WEIGI·IBD ANCHOR AND 
STARTED OUR VOYAGE, GOOD WIND ALLDAY, CALM TONIGHT. 

\, 



PAGJ{ 24--APR.6--A GOOD WIND TODAY, KEPT CLOSE TO THE SI-IORE. THE 
LA1'1D GENERALLY IIlGH 'VlTH SOME VERY HIGH MOUNTAINS, IS SAID 
SOl\lIE OF TIIEM ONE DAY HAVE BEEN VOLCANOES. 

APR. 7--THIS MORNING OUT OF SIGHT OF LAND. 

PAGE 25--Af>R.7-15--WE RAN OUT TO SEA AND DID NOT SEE LAND UNTIL 
THE 15TH, WHEN WE HOVE IN SIGHT OF LAND AND IN THE AFTERNOON 
SAW A SMALL VILLAGE CALLED EST APA, ONLY 100 MIT~ES FROM RIAKJO. A 
HEAD WIND IN THE MORNING AND DRIFTED BACK 15 MILES. 

APR.16-MAY 2--WEATHER \:VARM BUT VERY LITTLE W1ND, MOST OF nm 
THvfE BLOWING DOWN THE COAST. HAD SEVERAL THUNDER SHOWERS 
AND VERY SHARP LIGHTNING. WERE 30 DAYS RUNNING 800 MILES, VERY 
OFTI~N NOT MAKING MORE THAN 10 MILES A DAY, AND TWO OR THREE 
TIME8 FOUND OURSELVES IN THE MORNING SEVERAL MILES BELOW 
WHERE WE WERE AT NIGHT. PASSENGERS ALL IN GOOD HEALTH. 

PAGE 26-MAY 3--TI-JIS AFTERNOON CAME IN SIGHT OF THE ENTRANCE OF 
TI-IE HARBOR OF ACAPULCO. BEAT ROUND THE ENTRANCE ALL NIGlff. 

MAY 4--LA YIN SIGHT OF TIIB ENTRANCE UNTIL 11 A.M., WHEN WE MADE 
FOR THE ENTRANCE AND ARRIVED IN TI-IE HARBOR AT 3 P.M. AND LET GO 
THE ANCHOR. WE WERE SOON BOARDED BY THE OFFICER OF THE PORT 
AND PERMISSION GIVEN US TO LAND. 

MAY 5--WENT ASHORE THIS MORNING. TJ:-IE TOWN IS SAID TO CONTAIN 
2000 INHABITANTS, MOST OF THEM DESCENDANTS OF THE NATIVE 
INDIANS AND SPANIARDS. THEY TREATED US CIVILLY AND POLITELY. 

PAGE 27--MAY 6--TODAY A BULL AND COCK FKiJIT WERE HELD IN THE 
MAIN STREET UPON WHICH TI-IERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF BETTING AND 
WHICII THE NATIVES APPEARED TO TAKE A GREAT DEAL OF .SPORT IN. 
THE TOWN IS SITUATED ON A LOW PIECE OF GROUND, ON THE SOUTH A 
BAY AND BOUNDED ON THE 01HER SIDE BY A VERY illGH MOUNTAIN. 
THE BUILDINGS ARE ONE STORY BUILT OF SUN BURNED BRlSK AND 
ROOFED WITH LEAVES OR GRASS. THEY HAVE Qill1E A RESPECTABLE 
CATHOLIC CI-TIJRCH IN THE CENTER OF THE TOWN AND ALSO A PUBLIC 
SQUARE AND FOUNT AJN IN FRONT OF THE C:HURCI-I. ORANGES, :MELONS, 
PINEAPPLES, BANANAS, OLIVES AND COCOANUTS ARE HERE IN GREAT 
ABUNDANCE AND CHEAP. TI-IERE IS NOT A WAGON OF ANY DESCRIPTION, 
THE PRODUCE IS AIL BROUGHf UPON THE BACKS OF MEN AND HORSES. 
(SUNDAY) 

PAGE 28-MA Y 8--TODA Y COMt\.1ENCED TA.KING IN WATER FOR THE 
VESSEL, ALSO PROVISIONS. REM;UNED HERE tJNTIL THE 15TH OF MAY 



WHEN WE AGAIN SET SAIL AT 10 O'CLOCK AM.M TOOK WITH US FOUR 
MORE PASSENGERS. FA.IR "\VIND NEA..RLY ALL DAY. 

MAY 16-17--NOT Iv11JCH WIND, MADE BlJT Lfl'TLE PROGRESS. 
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PAGE 28-:tvIA Y 18--TODAY CAME UP WITH A SMALL VESSEL NAMED 
NAPOLEON, IN DIS'I1illSS. EIGHT PASSENGERS ABOARD. HAD BEEN OUT OF 
WATER WI1H THE EXCEPTION OF A LITTLE WHICH TI-Il1Y HAD DIS'fUJ,ED. 
WHEN WE BOARDED TI-IBM, THEY WERE OUT OF WOOD AND ENTIRELY 
OUT OF WATER. THEY WERE LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LAND AND TI-mY 
HAD LOST FOl.TI< :MF..11 IN ATTEMPTING TO LAND IN SEAR Cl I OF WATER. 
WE GAVE TJmM A SUPPLY AND LEFT. 

PAGE 29-:tvIAY 19--NOT MUCH VvlND, SAW TIIB NAPOLEON IN THE 
MORNING. 

MAY 20-28--P ART OF THE TIME A FAIR WIND AND COOL. 

MAY 29--ARRIVED AT SAN BLASS AT 12 O'CLOCK AT NIGI-IT. 

PAGE 30-MA Y 30--TOOK IN PROVISIONS AND WATER AT SAN BLASS, A 
DIRTY MISERABLE MEXICAN TOWN WITH TWO OR THREE GOOD 
BU1LDINGS. THE BALANCE WERE 1v1ERE HUTS BUILT OF STICKS AND MUD. 
THE INHABITANTS ARE A :tvfIXED RACE OF INDIANS, SPANIARDS-AND 
NEGROES. TI-IE MEN ARE A LAZY INDOLENT RACE OF IvIBN. 

MAY 31--AT 11 O'CLOCK P.?vl. LEFT SAN BLASS. 

JUNE 1-6--WERE CROSSING THE GULF, FAIR WIND MOST OF TilE TIME AND 
Tfil:.', LAST DAY QUITE A HEAVY BLOW. 

JUNE 7--PUT IN THE BAY OFF THE CAPE OF ST. LUCAS, FITfED OP AGAIN 
\VITH PROVISIONS AND ,v ATER. 

JUNE 8--LEFT 11-IB PORT AND ROUNDED THE CAPE, A SEVERE BLOW AND 
H.OUGHSEA. 

JUNE 9--STII.L ROUGH AND STRONG WIND. 

JUNE 10--WIND CONTINUED AND SEA STITL ROUGH 

' ·· 



PAGE 31--JUNE 11-26--STRONG WIND AND ROUGH SEA NEARLY ALLTIIE 
TIME. OUT OF SIGHT OF LAND SINCE WE LEFT TIIB CAPE, FARTHEST 
DISTANCE FROM TI·U£ SHORE-600 tv!ILES. 

JUNE 27-29--NOT MUCH WIND. 

PAGE 10 

JUNE30-STRONG SOUTI-IWEST WIND AND HEAVY SEAS. TOOK IN AIL SAIL 
BUT THE MAINSAIL AND MAIN GIB AND THREE REEFS IN THE MAINSArL. 
SHIPPED SOME HEAVY SEAS . 

. Tu1,Y !--STRONG WIND BUT TIIE SEA NOT SO ROUGH. 

JlJLY 2--A TR.Eiv1ENTX)US BLOW AND VERY HEAVY SEAS. TOOK IN ALL 
SAIL AND LAY TO. 

JULY 3--AT 10 O'CLOCK THE WIND SLACKENED AND WE HOISTED SAIL. .. AT 
4 O'CLOCK SAW TI-IE SHORES OF CALIFORNIA. 

PAGE 32-JULY 4--ARIUVED W SAN FRANCISCO AT 6 1/2 O'CLOCK P .M. ALL 
IN GOOD HEALTH, WEATI-IBR VERY COOL. 

JULY 5 WENT SHORE THIS MORNING, THE WEATHER QlilTE COLD AND 
VERY WINDY. THE DUST FLYING lN ·nm STREET so THAT WE COULD 
SCARCELY SEE. ONE-AND-A-HALF DOLLr\RS FOR A :tv.IBAL, 50 CENTS FOR A 
SMALL PIE, 12 CENTS FOR A CUP OF COFFEE. WAGES FROM 10 DOLLARS 
TO 20 DOLLARS PER DAY. 

JULY 6--TI-ffi ASSOCTA"TION THlS DAY DISSOLVED BY MUTU AT, CONSENT. 

PAGE 32-JULY 7--GOT SOME STORE ABOARD FOR THE VESSEL TO GO UP 
TI-IE RIVER, PURCHASED MOLASSES FOR 35 CENTS PER GALLON, BREAD 7 
CENTS PER LOAF, SUGAR AT 8. 

PAGE 33-JUL Y 8--TIIlS MORNING STARTED UP THE RIVER, WENT AS FAR AS 
VALENCIA, A SMAIL PLACE 45 MILES FROM SAN FRANCISCO. ,VERE 3 
HOURS AGROU1'-.1D TN THE BAY. 

JULY 9--ST AR.TED THIS MORNING VERY EARLY. GOT AGROUND NEAR THE 
MOUTH OF TI-IB RIVER WHERE WE LAY UNTIL 2 P.M.BEFORE \VE WERE 
ADRIFT AGAIN, TONIGHT NEARLY EATEN UP WITH MOSQOTI'OES. 

JULY 10--SA W GREEN CORN AND lvillJ ,ONS ALONG Tl-m IUVER. AT 
SUNDOWN REACI-IBD SUTTER'S VIEW, A SMALL PLACE 150 MILES FROM 
SAN FRANCISCO. SOME OF THE SOLDIBRS ST ATTONED l--IERE. 

' 



PAGE 34-JULY 11--ARRIVED AT SACR.Nv1ENTO CITY AT 3 P.lvL TODAY. THE 
T./\ST TWO "tvITLES WE HAD TO PUIJ, THE UO/\T BY ROPES FASTENED TO 
THE TREES ALONG Tl-IE JUVE.R. WENT A~HORE AND PITCHED OUR TENTS 
ALONG THE BANK. THIS PLACE IS SITUATED UP THE VALLEY OF THE 
RIVER, IS A BEAUTU•UI, PT ,ACE FOR A CITY 

PAGE 11 

JULY 12-18--WERE BUSJED IN SEEING TO THE VESSEL AND GOODS AND 
SET1LING THE BUSINESS OF THE CO:rvrP ANY. AFTER THE VESSEL AND 
GOODS WERE DISPOSED OF AND PRICE STRUCK, EACH MAN'S 
PROPOR11ON OF THE EFFECTS WAS $189.00. 

PAGE 35--JULY 18--STARTED FOR THE lvlINES AT 4 O'CLOCK. ENCAMPED 
UPON Tfffi BANKS OF THE MEXICAN RIVER, 5 M[LES FROM THE CITY. 

TIJLY 19--TRAVEI..ED TODAY 20 !vill.,ES OVER A LEVEL COUNTRY WITH 
\,.ERY LITTLE TIMBER. AFTER LEAVING THE RIVER, THE COUNTRY WAS 
VERY DRY. TI-ill CROPS ARE BlJRNED UP BY THE HEAT OF TI-IE SUN, 
FOUND TIIE WATER NEARLY ALL DRIED UP. 

rCJLY 20--TODAY TRAVELED 15 MU.JiS, TtlE COUNTRY NEARLY ·nm SAME 
AS "YESTERDAY. 

JULY 21--TODAY TRAVELED 15 MILES, ?iAORE TIMBER AND THE COUNTRY 
MORE MOUNTAINOUS. 

PAGE 36--JUL Y 22--SUNDAY--UPSET OUR WAGON TODAY AFTER GOING 
THREE MILES AND BROKE NOTHING BUT THE TONGUE. GOT AT J, TO 
RIGHTS IN A SHORT TIME. THE ROAD IS UAD AND VERY IIILLY. AT 3 
O'CLOCK ARRIVED AT THE MINES. PUT UP OUR TENT AND RESTED FOR 
·nm RE1vlAINDER OF THE DAY. 

JULY 23--THIS lvfORNINq MADE OUR FIRST ATTEMPT AT DIGGING BUT DID 
NOT MAKE OlJR BOARD TODAY. 

JULY 24-29--AVERAGED THIS WEEK $20.00 APIECE, DO NOT TfilNK THE 
PROSPECT OF MAKING MUCH MONEY IN CALIFORNIA VERY FLATTERING. 

PAGE 37-JULY 29-AUG 5--THIS \VEEK ABOUT THE SAME AVERAGE. THE 
LAST DA y OR TWO, TI-IE WEATHER HAS BEEN IvlUCH COOLER no NOT 
TI:-IlNK IvflJCH OF WORKING IN THE MINES OF CALIFORNIA, THUS FAR, TOO 
HARD WORK FOR THE AlvIOlJNT RECEP✓ED. NEARLY ALL THE MEN HAVE 
LEFT THE BAR, sorvm GONE TO THE CITJ.ES AND UP AND DOWN THE 



RIVER.RICHMOND'S FEVER LEFT Hllv! AND I-IB NOW HAS THE FEVER AND 
AGUE. 

PAGE 38--AUG 12-19--THIS WEEK OUR EARNINGS ARE $30.00 PER PERSON. 
WORKED 3 DAYS UPON THE BAR AND THE BALANCE OF THE TIME UP THE 
RIVER A MILE, DONE VERY WELL FOR ONE DAY WHEN Tlffi PLACE GA VE 
OUT. RICHMOND MUCH BETTER, HAS NOT BEEN VERY WELL TIIlS 
WEEK. 

AUG 19-25--THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF THIS WEEK MADE $9.00 PER MAN, 
11-IEN WENT DOWN THE RIVER TWO MIT.ES WHERE WE DID .MOCH 
BETTER TllfS WEEK II/\ VE Tr IOUCiI IT I ,ESS OF C: /\1 ,IF{ )RNT/\. THt\N Evrm . 
MADE UP MY MIND NOT TO STAY MUCH LO NGER IN THE MINES UNLESS 
OUR PROSPECTS BE COl'vlE MUCH BETTER. 

PAGE 39--AUG 26--RJCH.MOND LEFT US FOR SACRAMENTO CITY. MR. 
MILLER ALSO LEFT THIS WEEK, OUR PAR TY NOW REDUCED TO 4. Tl-ITS 
WEEK I EARNED $17.00. 

AUG.26-SEPT. 2--STILL AT WORK DOWN THE RIVER. HAVE HAD THE 
TOOTHACHE NEARLY ALL WEEK. THIS WEEK HAVE MADE $78.00. 

SEPT. 2-9--WEATHER MOCH COOLER. STILL AT WORK AT THE SAME PLACE 
THIS WEEK. MADE $95.00. 

SEPT. 9-16--THIS WEEK, l\t1ADE $128.00, WORKING ON THE SA?vffi BAR. 

SEPT. 16-23--THIS WEEK. :-vl1\DE $56.00 Bl.lT TWO OF lJS ARE WASHING IvlOST 
OF THE Tll\1E. FISHER & P.W.L. BUILT A DAM BELOW ABOUT A HALF :tvnLE. 

PAGE 40-OCT. 1--ALL AT WORK ON THE SA.Ivlli BAR. DIVIDED $80.00 

OCT. 7--AT WORK AT THE SAJvfE PLACE. FISHER NOT WELL 'Il-IIS WEEK. 
DIVIDED $64.00. 

OCT 14--STIIL AT WORK ON TI-IE SAME BAR. F1NISHED IT UP YESTERDAY. 
FISHER WELL AGAIN. DIVIDED 80.00. 

OCTOBER 24--lvlONDAY--\.VENT TO 11-IE MIDDLE FORK AND WAS PROS
PECTING FOR SIX DAYS UP AND DOWN THE RIVER. FOUND NOTHING 
ENCOURAGING. SUNK 2 OR 3 LARGE HOI.J•:S UPON THE BAR AND FOUND 
NOTIDNG. ON SUNDAY CAME BACK TO TFIB NORTH FORK AND 
COMMENCED 1/2 i'vITLE ABOVE SAILOR'S BAR TO VIORK. MADE ABOOT 
$12.00 WHOLE WEEKS WORK $20. WEATHER QUITE WARM. 



PAGE 41-OCT.28--11-IIS WEEK BlJILT A WlNG DAM ON THE SAILOR'S BAR. 
DID NOT PAY VERY \VELL, MADE $68.00. WEATHER SOMEWHAT COOLER 
AT NIGHT. 

NOV. 5-WORKED 4 1/2 DAYS THIS WEEK AND MADE $70.00. FRlDAY AND 
SATURDAY HAD CONSIDERABLE RAIN. 

NOV. 11--RAINYWEATHER MONDAY, TnJESDAYK AND W.EDNESDAYKK, 
AND ON THURSDAY 1v1ORNING IT CLEARED AW A Y. LING AND MYSEU• 
WENT TO THE DRY DIGGINS TO PURCHASE A MlJlE AND SOl\,fE 
PROVISIONS. ON FRIDAY APGAR AND LIVINGSTON STARTED TO PROSPECT 
FOR DRY DIC"'.TGINS. COlvlMENCED RAINING AT NIGHT. ABOUT NOON THEY 
RETURNED. RAINED NEARLY All NIGHT, THIS MORNING CLEARED A WAY. 
HAVE NOT WORKED AT ALL 11-IIS WEEK. 

PAGE 42-NOV. 18.:-suN. !v1ON. AND TUESDAY CLEAR. APGAR AND 
P. W.LEGANIS STARTED TO PROSPECT FOR DRY DI GINS. \VERE GONE 
THREE DAYS AND RETURNED, NOT BEING ABT ,E TO REACH DEER CREEK IN 
CONSEQUENCE OF THE BAD ROADS AND RAIN. THE LATTER PART OF THE 
WEEK VERY RALl\JY. 

NOV.25--CLEAR WEATHER ALL THE WEEK. MOVED TO THE 1-\BURN DRY 
DIGGINS. THE FOREPART OF THE WEEK WERE PROSPEC'l1NG THROUGH 
TI-ill COUNTRYAND FOUND NO'rn:JNG VERY ENCOURAGING. PROVISIONS 
BEING VERY HIGH ANI) THE PROSPECT OF DOING MUCH VERY POOR. 
MADE UP OUR 1v1INDS TO GO TO SACRAlvIENTO AND TIIBRE SPEND THE 
WINTER. LEFT AUBURN ON THURSDAY AT NOON AND ARRIVED IN SACRA
MENTO SATURDAY NIGHT AT DARK. 

PAGE 43-DEC.2--THIS WEEK DID NOT DO ANYTHING BUT WALK ABOUT 
TI-IB CITY. TI-IE WEA TI·IER FINE, A GREAT MANY PEOPLE I-IBRE. 1EE 
STREETS FILLED WTTH TEAMS LOADING FOR ALI, PARTS OF TI-ffi MINES. 

DEC.9--THJS WEEK LIVINGSTON, F1SHER /\ND JvIYSELF PURCl-I/\SED A 
BOARDING HOUSE AND COMMENCED DOING BUSINESS ON THURSDAY 
MORNING. 

DEC. 16--STILL IN THE SAlvffi BUSINESS AND GREAT DEAL OF RAIN AND 
VERY STRONG WINDS. 

DEC.23-30AND JAN. 6-9 ( 1850)--Tl:IB TOWN OVERFI.,OVlED. 11TH \.VENT TO 
THJ~ (COL.). 
13TH --WAS TAKEN SICK WITH BILIOUS FEVER, KEPT TO MY BED FOR 
THREE WEEKS. 

1850 



PAGE 44-FEB.3-18--FEEL A GREAT DEAL BETTER. WALKED OUT FOR THE 
FIRST TJME, IMPROVING THE BAJ ,ANCF: OF THE WEEK. THE WATER 
NEARLY GONE FROM THE CITY AND THE PEOPLLE ARE AGAIN 
RETIJRNING. THE WEATHER BRlGHT AND PLEASANT. 

FEB. 10--Alvl ABLE TOW ALK AROUND A1\1D FEEL VERY WELL EXCEPT 
WEAK. 

FEB. 17--MY HEALTH STILL IMPROVING. BUSINESS TN THE CITY IS NOW 
BEGINNING TO GET QUITE LIVELY. TI-m STREETS FILLED wrn-I TEAMS 
LOADING FOR THE MINES AND GREATNUMBERS GO TO THE MINES IN 
DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. ON THE 221'-U) APGAR LEFT FOR TI-IE MINES. 

PAGE 45--FEB. 24--TlJIS t\.1ORNING WAS AGAIN TAKEN WITH A BIIJOUS 
ATTACK WHICH WAS BOT SLIGHT, ONLY LASTING FOR A FEW HOURS. ON 
THE 25TH SOLD OUT TI·IE BUUJLDING AND FIXTURES FOR $700.00 
NOW ALMOST WELL. 

MAR.3--ON MONDAY CO1vIMENCED WORKING AT TT-IE CLINTON HOUSE 
FOR $100.00 PER MONTH. TUESDAY, FISHER AND LIVINGSTON STARTED 
FOR THE :tvllNES OF THE YERBEE RIVER. TI-ill WEATHER VERY 
UNPLEASANT WITH CONSIDERABLE RAIN. 

MAR.9--WENT TO THE HOUSE ON SECOND STREET AND STAYED l JNTIL 
WEDNESDAY WHEN I FELT UN\VELL. DID NOT GO DACK AGAIN. THE 
WEATHER VERY DISAGREEABLE AND UNPLEASANT, RAINY ALMOST 
EVERYDAY. BUSINESS OF ALL KINDS IMPROVING AND TI-m PLACE BEGINS 
TO PRESENT QUITE A LIVELY APPEARANCE. 

PAGE 46--MAR.17--0N SATURIJA"):· LEFT TUE CLINTON HOUSE AND BECiAN 
TO BOARD AT THE EAGLE HOUSE. FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS HAVE FELT 
VERY BAD, HAVING AGAIN BEEN TAKEN wn11 BILIOUS FE\iER. 

MAR. 24--THIS WEEK FEEL BETTER AGAIN. TI-IB WEATHER NOW PLEASANT. 

MAR. 29--STARTED TO MANYS HIT.l ON TI-ill YJ-IAR RIVER AND ARRIVED 
THERE31ST. 

APRIL !--STARTED FOR THE BIO BAR OF THE YHAR RIVER AND ARRIVED 
THERE TIIE NEXT DAY. NOT :MUCH DOING AT :MINING ON ACCOUNT OF 
I-IlGH WATER. 

PAGE 47-APRIL 7--HAVE WORK.ED BUT TWO DAYS TITIS "WEEK ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE l lTGII WATER. WEATHER WARM IN THE MllJDLE OF THE 
DAY AND COOLIN THE EVENING. WORKED TWO DAYS THIS WEEK FOR 



DOC DAVEY--WORKING FOR $2.00 PER DAY. 

APRIL 14--THIS WEEK WORKED FOUR DAYS WEATHER QUITE COOL AND 
SOME RAIN. 

APRIL 23--WORKED ON TI-ffi BAR. 

APRIL 23--AT EIGHT O'CLOCK THIS MOR1'UNG, STARTED TO GO UP THE 
RIVER AND GOT ON Ilffi WRONG ROAD. WENT THREE I\,1ILES AND THEN 
DISCOVERED OUR MISTAKE AND TURNED BACK. TRAVELED ABOUT 
TWENTY MILES. 

PAGE 48-APRIL 24--STARTED EARLY TI-IlS MORNING ON OUR \VAY. THE 
ROAD ROUGH AND HILLY. HAD A GOOD DEAL .OF TROUBLE TO GET THE 
TEAM ALONG, TRAVELED FIFTEEN .t\.ffi,ES /\ND CAMPED TN /\ BEAUTffUL 
LITTLE VALLEY FOR THE NIGHT. 

APRIL 25--ST ARTED EARLY THIS MORNING AND WENT ABOUT TWO IvllLES 
WIIBN THE TEAMSTER THOUGHT IT IMPOSSIBLE TO GO FARTHER \VITI-I 
HIS LOAD. UNLOADED OUR STIJFF ON TOP OF A HILL AND rm RETURNED,. 
LEAVING US TO GET ALONG AS WE COULD. WE PITCHED Olm. TENT AND 
CONCLUDED TO STOP UNTIL WE COUI.JJ GET A CONVEYANCE TO CARRY 
US ON. AT NIGHT IT WAS QUUITE COLD AND THE WIND BLEW ALMOST A 
HURRICANE, BLOWING OUR TENT DO\VN. THE MOST DISAGREEABLE 
NIGHT I HAVE SPENT IN 11-IE COUNTRY. 

PAGE 49-APRIL 26--WHEN J AWOKE THIS MORNING I FOUND THE SUN 
ABOUT TWO HOURS HIGH. AS I UNCOVERED 1v1Y HEAD, IT'S DAZZLING 
RAYS ALMOST BLINDED ME. THE WEATHER WARM AND PLEASANT, 
PRESENTING A ffnUKlNG CONTRAST TO THE PREVlOUS EVENING, AND 
ALSO A SPECIMEN OF TIIE StJDDEN CI 1/\NGE OF C'.UM/\TE < lF Tl HS 
COUNTRY AT ·n~ns SEASON OF TI-m YEAR .. CONTINUED HERE THR.OlJGI-1 
TIIB DAY WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO FIND IvfEANS TO GO ON. OUR ENCAiv1P
MENT IS A ROMANTIC AND BEAUTIFUL SPOT. AT A SHORT DISTANCE 
BELOW US, RUNS A BEAUTIFUL LITTLE STREA1VI OF PURE MOUNT A1N 
WATER AND ON EVERY SIDE OF US THE LOFTY HII.LS AND TAIL AND 

. WAVING PINES. NOT A f illMAN VOICE NEAR US EXCEPT OCCASIONL YA 
TEAMSTER HURRYING ALONG HIS WEARY TEAM AND AT NIGHI' OUR 
ONLY MUSIC, TI-ffi MOANING OF Tfffi WIND AND AN OCCASIONAL HOWL 
FROM THE MOUNTAIN WOLF. TONIGHT MADE OUR BED UNDER A STURDY 
OLD OAK AND ENJOYED A SPLENDID NIGHTS REST. 

PAGE 50-APRTI~ 27--:TODAY ENGAGED IvfULES TO PACK US TO TI-IE FORK OF 
THE (SlKER-) RIVER AT 40 CENTS PER. 



APRJL 28--STARTED AT TEN O'CLOCK THIS tvIORNING AND TRAVELED 10 
MILES TO FOSTER'S BAR AND CROSSED Tflli RIVER. THEN ENCAMPED FOR 
THE NIGHT. THE ROAD VERY HILLY AND A TREMENDOUS HILL TO GO 
DOWN BEFORE GETTING TO THE RIVER. 

APRIL 29--WAS KEPT WAITING TILL NOON BY THE PACKERS. \VE THEN 
LOADED OUR GOODS AND STARTED, TRAVELED ABOUT 20 MILES UPHILL 
NEARLY ALL THE WAY, SAW CONSIDERABLE SNOW ON T!'.IB NORTHY SIDE 
OF THE MOUNIAIN. TRAVELED THROUGH SOME SPLENDID PINE TIMBERS, 
SOME OF THE TREES TEN FEET IN DIAMETER. 

PAGE 51-AJ>RU, 30--STARTED EARLY THIS MORNJNG ON OUR WAY, 
TRAVELED OVER SNOW SL'C FEET DEEP, CROSSED TIIE RIVER AT 
GOODYEAR BAR. THE MOUNTAIN TO DESCEND BEFORE REACHING THE 
RIVER IS ABOUT FO.liR IvlILES LONG AND IN SOME PLACES SO STEEP W'E 
HAD TO WIND AROUND IT TO GET DOWN. ARRIVED AT TI-m FORKS ABOtJT 
SUNDOWN, TI-IB LAST SIX l'vllLES OF TI-m TRAIL VERY BAD AND 
DANGEROUS FOR MULES TO TRAVEL. 

MAY 1--PITCHED OUR TENT 1/2 MILE UUP THE FORK AND REMAINED 
THERE DURING TI-!E DAY. A GREAT MANY PEOPLE HERE THOUGH 
NOTHING IS DOING AT rvfINING ON ACCOUNT OF HIGH WATER 

PAGE 52-MA Y 2--STAR'IED TO PROSPECT THIS MORNING, TWO GOING l JP 
THE SOUTH AND TWO lJI> TI-IE NORTH FORK. 1 WENT UP TI-m NORTH FORK 
AND PROSPECTED NEARLY ALL DAY BUf NOTHING OF ANY 
CONSEQtJENCE. 

MAY 3--TRAVELED ABOUT 6 MlLES FARTHER UP THE RIVER ('?'.ES:tvlES). A 
CLAIM AND TfIBN RETURNED. tH1~ PARTY OF THE NORTH FORK HAVING 
BEEN MUCH MORE SUCCESSFUL, WE CONCLUDED TO GO UP THAT 
STREAM. 

MAY 4--STAR.TED UP THE RIVER WITH ABOUT 50 LBS OF STUFF ON MY 
BACK. CARRIED IT ABOOUT 8 MILES TO OUR CLAIM. 

MAY 5--RESTED DURING THE DAY. COJ\i1MENCED WORK AND CONTINUED 
THROUGH THE WEEK, ALTHOUGH NOT ABI.Jt TO DO MUCH IN 
CONSEQUENCE OF HIGH WATER. 

MAY 8--APGAR FELL AND HURT HIMSELF WHIT.,E PROSPECTING. 

PAGE 53-MAY 11--TJ·HS \VEEK BEEN DAMIVITNO THE RI\iJ.m. THREE OF PS AT 
WORK ONLY, MR. APGAR AND J'v1R. BRAGDON UNWELL. THE WATER VERY 
HIGH, THE WEATEIBR VERY WARM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY AND COOL 
ATNIGI-ff. 



MAY 18--TBIS W'EEK flNISHED OUR DAM AND WORKED l l/2 DAYS INIT. 
TOOK OUT ABOUT $25.00 APIECE. HAD QUfl'E A SHOWER OF RAIN ON 
THURSDAY. THE WEATHER COOL AND THE WATER QUITE LOW. 

MAY 25--WORKED TI·lR.EF, D/\YS IN OUR D/\Tvr AND FOUND NOTHfNG TO 
l'AY US TO CONTINUE. IlAVE MADE l.JP Ol.il{ MlNDS TO LEAVE. 

MAY 29--LEFT AND MOVED DO\VN TO TI-m FORKS. 

MAY 30--WENT PROSPECTING 11-IIS MOR1'HNG BUT FOUND NOTI·IING. 
CONCLUDED TO GO FARTHER DOWN THE RI.VER. 

MAY 31-TIJNE 1--ST A YED AT THE FORKS W AIT1N<3· FOR MULES TO PACK 
OUR BAGGAGE DOWN THE RIVER. 

PAGE 54-JUNE 3--LEFT THE FORKS AND TRAVELED 15 1'AILES. CAlvffi UP 
ONE OF THE MOST TREMENDOUS MOlJNTAINS I HAVE YET TRAVELED 
OVER. WERE THREE HOURS REACHIN'G THE TOP. IT IS DAID TO BE SIX 
l\tilLES LONG. 

JUNE 4--STARTED EARLY THIS j\1lORNING AND AIUiIVED AT GLOSTEN AT 5 
O'CLOCK AFTER HA V[NG TR.A VELED 20 Mli_.ES. WE ENCAtv1PED THEN FOR 
THE NIGIIT. VERY LITTLE DOING AT 1\.1INING ANYWI-Il~RE ALONG Tilli 
RIVER AS YET. MR APGAR IS QlJITE UNWELL. 

JUNE 5--LEFT FOSTER'S BAR AND TRAVELED 16 MILES. 

JUNE 6--TRAVELED 20 MJLELS . 

.JUNE 7--AIUUVED AT MARYVILLE. 

PAGE 55--JUNE 8-9--CON11NUED IN TI-ITS SAME PLACE. THE WEATHER 
WARM AND DRY. BUSINESS OF ALL KINDS DULL, THE Rl~PORTS FROM THE 
DIFFERENT :tv1lNES NOT VERY FAVORABLE. 

JUNE 10--LEFT MARYVTLLE ANl) CAME TO 8ACRAMENTO CrTY. ARRIVED 
AT 10 O'CLOCK P .M. 

JUNE 11-16--CONTINCJED IN SACRAMENTO. WEATHER QUITE COOL. HAVE 
NOT BEEN WELL THIS WEEK. RECEIVED A LETTER FROM FATHER AND 
ALSO WROTE ONE IN ANSWER. BUSINESS IS GENERALLY DULL AND TI·lli 
REPORT FRO:tvf THE MINES RATHER UNFAVORABLE AT PRESENT. 



JUNE 17--PURCHASED A HORSE AND STARTED AGAIN FOR THE MINES, 
AND ARRIVED AT KELLY'S BAR ON THE NORTH FORK OF THE ArvIERICAN 
RIVER ON THE 19Tll, AND CONCJ ,UDED TO STOP FOi< /\ FEW DAYS. 

PAGE 56-TTJ}.H~ 20--WENT TO WORK TODAY AND MADE $10.00. T}m 
PROSPECTS ALONG THE RIVER ARE DOT J ,. 

RTNE 22--WENT ABOUT FOUR Mil,ES lJP TJ-ffi RIVER PROSPECTING, BUT 
FOUND NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE ME. 

JUNE 23--TODAY IS Sill\,'DAY. HAVE 11-IOUGHT A GREAT DEAL OF MY 
HOME AND MY FRIENDS TODAY AND LONG TO BE WITH THEM ONCE 
MORE. HA VE MADE UP MY MIND NOT TO ROAM 1VIUCH LONGER IN THIS 
COUNTRY. 

JUNE 30--HAVE WOIU<.ED THIS WEEK 4 1/2 DAYS AND 1\IIADE AJ30UT $45.00. 
THE WEATI-illR IN THE JvITDDLE OF THE DAY IS EXCESSIVELY HOT, THE 
SUN ALMOST MEI.,'rJNn ONE DOWN. FOR FlVE HOURS SO HOT WE DO NOT 
WORK. HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE COMING DAILY TO THE ."MINES AND 
CROWDING THE ALREADY OVERCROWDED STREAMS TO OVERJ,LOWING, 
/\ND THE GREAT MAJORrT'Y OF THEM SOON WISH TJ·IBMSELVES AWAY 
AND THOSE THAT HAVE THE MEANS RETURN TO THEIR HOMES WHICH I 
THINK TfmY HAD BETTER NEVER HAVE LEFT. I HAVE SEEN MORE PEOPLE 
WITHIN TI-IE LAST MONTH SICK OF 'TI-IE COUNTRY THAN THOSE WHO 
WERE OTHERWISE. 

PAGE 57--JULY 1--0N MONDAY AND TUESDAY THE WEATHER WAS 
EXCEPTIONALLY HOT. THE THER.IvIOMETER AT NOON STANDS AT 120 IN 
THE COOLEST PLACE. THE REMAINDER OF THE WEEK MORE PLEASANT 
AND NOT so WARrvr. WORKED FO1JR DAYS AND MADE $32.00. 

PAGE 58-TIJLY 7--ON MONDAY \VENT UP THE RIVER PROSPECTING ABOUT 
4 MILES. SAW NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE US TO MOVE. A GREAT MANY 
PEOPLE AT WORK ALONG THE RIVER, MANY OF THEM ENGAGED IN 
DNv1MING AND CANALING. TI-IE MAJORITY OF THEM ARE IBRSEYMEN. ON 
TUESDAY CAME DOWN TI-m RIVER AGATN AND COMTvrENCED WORK 
MADE ABOUT $42.00 THE REMAINDER OF THE WEEK. WATER FALL1NG 
QUITE FAST AND THE WEATHER PLEASANT. ON FRIDAY EVENING AS WE 
WERE GOING TO BED, WE FOUND A LARGE RATTLESNAKE WITHIN THREE 
FEET OF US, AS USIJAL, HE GA VE HIS WARNING. IN HJMI)JNG OUT OF HIS 
WAY I STRUCK MY FOOT AGAINST A STONE AND I-IlJRT IT SO I AM QUITE 
LAME. 

PAGE 59--JULY 14--0N MONDAY CAME UP THE RIVER ANDMADE A 
ROCKER AT KELLY'S BAR. ON TIJESDAY COME DOWN THE RIVER TWO 



MlLES AND COM1vfENCED WORK. WORKED ABOUT THREE DAYS AND 
lv1ADE ABOUT $40. 00 ON TI-Il.Il<.SDA Y WAS TAKEN WITH A SEVERE ATTACK 
OF BILIOUS FEVER AND DYSENTERY AND WAS NOT ABLE TO WORK THE 
REMAINDER OF THE WEEK. 

JULY 21--DID NOT \VORK TI-m 1'1RST THREE DAYS OF THIS WEEK. ON 
THURSDAY FELT MUCH BETTER AND WENT TO \VORK, MADE $27.00 

TIJL Y 28--WORKED FlVE DAYS THIS WEEK AND MADE $70.00 WEATIIBR 
PLEASANT AND QUITE COOL AT NIGHT. 

AUG. 4--TI-IIS WEEK MADE $60.00 WEATHER WARM AND W /\TER l•/\IJ .INO 
FAST. 

PAGE 60-AUG.ll--THJS \VEEK WORKED THREE DAYS AT DIGGING AND TI-IE 
REMAlNDER OF TI-IE WEEK BUlLT A WING DAi\!L TOOK OUT S23.00 

AUG. 18--FINISHED OUR DAM ON MONDAY. TUESDAY COlvIMENCED TO 
\VORK AND :MADE $102.00. 

AUG.25--TI-IIS WEEK MADE $35.00. BUILT A DAM AND FOUND NOTHING. 

PAGE 60-SEPT. 1--MADE $45.00. WE WORKED Tlll.1RSDAY 01': OlJR DAJvI, 
THE BALANCE OF THE \VEEK ON THE Bi\.R .. 

SEPT. 8--TH[S WEEK HAVE HAD A COLD, NOT BEEN VERY WJ::LL. DID NOT 
WORK ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON OR SATURDAY, 1v1ADE $75.00 WEATHER 
Ql.JJTE COOL, AND CLOUDY AJ ,L THE WEEK WITH t\ J JITLE RAJN. 

PAGE 61-SEPT. 15--CLOUDY TWO OR THREE DAYS WITH A LTTTLE RAIN. 
MADE $42.00. 

SEPT. 22--RAIN AIL MONDAY NIGHT AND TIIE \VATER ROSE TWO FEET. 
·nm BALANCE OF TI-lli WEEK CLEAR AND W /\RM. MADE $60.00 

SEPT.29--MADE $90.00 

OCT. 6--HAD TWO OR THREE SHOWERS OF RAIN THIS WEEK. WEATHER 
COOL. WORKED FOUR DAYS, 1vIADE $30.00, ON SUNDAY WENT TO 11-lE 
MTI)DLE FORK NIINDER'S BAR. 

OCT. 14--WORKED AND .MADE $20.00 

OCT.15--CAME TO THE CONCU.iSION TO LEAVE THE RIVER. ivfOVED OUR 
·nnNGS OP TO THE BAR. 



PAGE 62-OCT.16--STARTED FOR H AN(ffOWN, TR.A VELED 7 MIJ.J~S WHEN 
MR. STEWART BECAME UN\VEL.L. STOPPED UNTIL THE NEXT DAY. OUR 
FRIEND BEING BETTER, STARTl•:D AT 9 < )'CLOCK /\ND ARRIVED AT 
COLLO!vffiR AT 1 O'CLOCK. DECIDED TU STOP FOR THE DAY. 

OCT.17--LEFT EARLY IN THE MORNING AND ARRIVED AT HANGTOWN AT 
1 P.M .. 

OCT. 18--WENT TO .WHITE ROCK VALLEY lN THE MORNING AND 
RETURNED TN THE EVENING, A FEW PEOPLE AT WORK THERE, HUT NOT 
DOING :MUCH, WATER BEING SCARCE. 

PAGE 63-0CT.19--LEFT 1-IANGTOWN FOR SACRAl\,1ENTO CITY A GREAT 
MANY PEOPLE rN HANGTOWN, MOST OF THElVI THROWING UP DIRT.THE 
PROSPECT FOR WINTER HERE rs POOR, ALTHOUGH \VE HAVE MADE UP 
OUR MINDS TO RETURN. 

OCT.20--ARRIVED IN JACREAS ABOUT NOON AND CONTINED THERE 
UNTIL TI-IE 25TH. Ilrn CHOLERA RAGING HERE QUITE FATAL MR. APGAR 
TALKS OF GOING HOME. I·Il], IS TAK.NG $125 IN DUST FOR ME TO lvfR. 
RAJ•FERTY AND $16.00 TO FATHER. 

OCT.25--LEFT SACRAMENTO AND ARIUVED AT MORMON ISLAND AT 
DAlliC, THE ROAD VERY DUSTY AND THE ,JiTEATI-U:m. WARM, HAVE NOT 
FELT WELL TODAY. 

PAGE 64-0CT. 26--WENT DOWN IHE RIVER THIS MORNJNG TO SEE MY 
FRIEND MR. FISHER, BUT COULD NOT FIND I·Inv1, LEFT /\T THN O'CLOCK, 
STOPPED AT SAlJvlON FALLS FOR DINNER, STARTED AGAIN, TRAVELED 
ABOUT TEN l'vllLES AND PUT UP FOR ~1GHT. 

OCT.27--ST AR TED FOR KELLY'S BAR ,VImRE WE GOT OUR TOOLS ETC. 
AND THEN LEFT AT ONE O'CLOCK P.M. AND GOT BACK TO WHERE WE 
HAD STARTED OUT IN Tl-ill MORNING. 

OCT. 28--STARTED AGAIN AND ARR1VED IN HANGTOWN AFTER DARK. 

OCT.29--WENT TO WORK CLEARING UP THE CABIN AND GETTING SOME 
PROVISIONS. 

PAGE 65-0CT. 30--WENT TO 11filOWING UP Dill.T AND CONTINUED 11-IE 
REMAINDER OF TIIE WEEK. 

NOV. 3--COivllvIENCED CUTTING WOOD FOR THJ~ WlNTER AND I-IlRED A 
TEAM TO HAlJL IT. FOR 4 DAYS OF THIS WEEK HAVE BEEN UNWELL AND 
UNABLE TO WORK. ON TUESDAY RECEIVED WORD OF THE DEATH OF 



', 

MR. APGAR FROM CHOLERA IN SJ\Cl{AMENTO CITY. HE DIED THE 1ST OF 
NOVE:tvIBER, 1850. 

NOV. 10--WORKED PART OF T.I-m WEEK, Tl-rn PROSPECT I-IBRE IS VERY 
POOR; TOO MANY PEOPLE, THE MINES WELL DUG OVER. 

NOV.17--WOR .. KED TUTS WEEK AND MADEJv[Y BOARD, HAD SOME RAIN. 

PAGE 66--NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, JANUARY, AND FEBRUARY CONT1Nl.JED 
IN HANGTOWN, HAD VERY LITTLE RAIN HERE, SCARCELY MADE 
EXPENSES. 

1851 

FEB. 28--LEFT HANGTO\\/N AND WENT TO WORK AT WHITJ.~ ROCK, 5 JvllJ .. ES 
DISTANT, AND CONTINUED UNTIL THE 17TH OF MAY, WHEN I LELFT AND 
CAME TO HANGTOWN. MADE $340.00. 

MAY 20--RETURNED TO \.VHITE ROCK AND CONTINUED 1'1-IBRE UNTIL THE 
17TH OF TIJLY, WI-IBN I LEFT AND WENT TO HANGTOWN. 

PAGE 67-JULY 17--STARTED FOR THE NOR'lTI FOIU( AND ARRIVED THERE 
IN THE AFTERNOON, AT KELLY'S BAR. 

JULY 18--LAY STILL, DID NOT FEEL VERY WELL. 

JULY 19--WENT DOWN THE RIVER TO PROSPECT AND FOUND THE RIVER 
WELL WORKED AND EVERYTHING CLAIMED . 

. TT..JLY 20--ST A YED AT THE BAR. 

JULY 21--\VENT TO (A1JBURN?) AND THEN CONCU.IDED TO GO TO 
SACRAMENTO. 

JULY 22--ARRIVED IN SACRAMENTO ABOUT NOON, MADE UP MY MIND TO 
GO HOl.\.fil. 

JlJLY 22-28--CONTJNUED IN SACRAMENTO CITY. BUSINESS OF /\LL KINDS 
DULL. 

PAGE 69-Tin.,Y 28--STARTED FOR SAN FRANCISCO AT 2 O'CLOCK ON BOARD 
TI·IB WILSON G. HUNT. RAN A RACE WITH THE SENATOR TO DENVm. AND 
BEAT I-mR ABOUT ONE :tv1.INlJTE, FROM 'I'J-II~RE TO SAN FRANCISCO. BROKE 
OUR BLOWER AND DID NOT GET IN UNTil.., 11 O'CLOCK A.M. I PURCHASED 
A TICK.ET ON BOARD THE STEAMER INDEPENDENCE FOR SAN JUAN AND 



ALSO ON THE OTI-mR SIDE ON THE STEAJvlER PROTVmTHEUS FOR Nl~W 
YORK. 

JULY 30--WENT our TO THE IvlISSI.ON "DELORl~S" THREE MII .ES FROM TIIE 
CITY. FOUND THERE AN OLD SPANISH CHURCH AND SEVERAL ADOBE 
BlID~DINGS. TT rs SffUATED IN A BEAUTIFOL VALLEY. THE SOU.TS RICH 
AND WELL ADAPTED TO cu1.:nv ATION. VEGETABLES WERE GROWING 
VERY ABUNDANTLY. 

JULY 31--AT 4 P .M. WENT ON BOARD OUR STEAMER ON OUR WAY. WrNJ) 
BLOWING PRETTY STRONG IN THE HARBOR, BUT WI·mN WE CAME 
OUTSIDE IT DIED A WAY AND 'NE I:IAD A SMOOTH SEA AND WEATI-IT~R. 

PAGE 70-AUG. 1--FINE DAY. 

AUG. 2--FINE DAY i\LSO. 

AUG. 3--RAN INTO SAN DIEGO, BUT DID NOT GO ASHORE. CONTI1'11JED 
THERE OVER THREE HOURS AND THEN STARTED ON OUR WA y_ 

AUG. 4-9--VERY PLEASANT WITH LTTTT ,E WIND. 

AUG. 10--AT 4 P.M. AR.RIVED AT ACAPULCO, WENT ASHORE AT 1\TIGHT. 
FOUND THE PLACE VERY LITTLE ALTLERED SINCE '4.9. THI~RE rs A GOOD 
HOTEL KEKKPT BY A.MOS, AT WHICH WE HAD GOOD ACCOMODATIONS. 

AUG. 11--AT 6 P.M. \\TE STARTED ON OlJR WAY FOR SAN JUAN. 

AUG. 11-15--VERY FINE WEATHER WITH THE EXCEPTION OF AJJTILE 
RAIN. ALL WELL ON BOARD. 

PAGES 71-72 
AUG. 16--AT l O'CLOCK ARRIVED AT SAN HJAN DEL ~UR, IN THE 
AFTERNOON WENT ()N SHORE. TWO OR TI1.REE POI ,Et rurs CONSTITUTE 
THE TO'WN, EVERYTHING IN CONFUSION, ALL TI-.lli PASSENGERS RUSHING 
TO GET MOLES FOR CROSSING, ALMOST IMPOSSmLE TO GET ANY'IHING 
TO EAT. AT LAST I GOT SOME HARD-BOILED EGGS /\ND SOME BREAD 
WITH WHICH I MADE tv!Y SUPPER. RAINY NEARLY ALL THE TIME. 

AUG. 17--THJS MORNING BOUGHT A TJCKET THROUGH SAN JUAN DEI, 
NORTE AND STARTED FOR vm .. GIN BAY (TI-ill STEAtvIBOAT LANDING ON 
NICARAGUA), FOUND TI-ill ROAD VERY W~T AND :WUJDDY. THE FIRST 5 
tvfILES WE TRAVELED OVER A VERY I-IDXY COUNTRY, COVERED.OVER 
WITH T™13ER AND THICK UNDER BRUSH. THE BALANCE OF THE WAY 8 
!v:tlLES OVER A MARSHY AND ROLLING GROUND. THE SOIL APPEARS TO BE 
RICH AND WITH LABOR COULD BE MADE A FAIR F AlUvllNG COUN'IltY. 



ARRIVED AT VIRGIN BAY AT ONE O'CLOCK, FOUND 'f'HE LAKE STE..t\MER 
(HlNCTOR?) WAITING FOR US . WENT ON BOARD AFTER TWO TIOURS. 
STARTED /\T SIX O 'Cl .< )CK. Sl!E IS CROWIW.D T< > E.\< 'ESS AND l<nl ,i ,INCi 
ALL 'fl-IE THvlE, 'J'IIJ.m.E IS BUT I .ITTU·: ,')I Yl•:PtN<; ! IF!·! I·: TONI<. ,! IT. l rvfADI•: 
OUT UPON OUR TRUNK AND DID VERY WELL 

PAGE 73-AUG. 18--FINE MORNING. AT NlNE O'CLOCK, LEFT THE LAKE AND 
RAN DOWN THE NICARAGUA RIVER THIRTY l\lffi.,ES, TfIBN LEFT THE BOAT 
AND TOOK (BUNGARS?) OVER THE RAPIDS ABOUT 25 1v.fIJ_,ES. GOT ON 
BOARD TI-ill SIBAfvfER S.L. BULNE, A HUNGRIER SET OF MEN IS SELDOM 
SEEN. HA VENT HAD SCARCELY ANYTHING TO EAT SINCE WE LEFT 
VIRGIN BAY AND THE WORST IS THAT WE CAN GET NOTHING TO EAT. 
HOWEVER WE HA VE THE PRO:rvIISE OF A BISCUIT AND SO:tvIE RA w PORK 
FOR OUR BREAKFAST, AND WITH THAT CONSOLATION WE HAVE SPREAD 
OUR BLANl<ETS UPON THE DECK AND WILL TRY AND SLEEP FOR Tl-IE 
NIGHT. 

PAGE 74-AUG.19--STARTED DOW'N THE RIVER AT FIVE O'CLOCK, WENT 
DOWN BELOW, MY RATIONS OF BREAD AND PORK \VI-ITCH WITH A BOTTLE 
OF RUM I 1v1ADE A TOLERABLE BREAKFAST. THE NICARAGUA RIVER IS A 
BEAUTIFUL RIVER, ITS BANKS ARE SilVIJLAR TO THE CHAGRES. AT THE 
MOUTH OF Trm RIVER GOT AGROUND FOR HALF AN HOUR, BUT GOT 
AFLOAT AND LANDED AT GRAYTOWN OR ST. JOHN AT 12 O'CLOCK? 
FOUND THE STEA1\.1ER WOULLD BE IN UNTIL Tiffi 24TH OR 25TH. 

PAGE 75-AUG.20--PUT UP AT THE UNION HOTEL WHERE \VE HAVE GOOD 
BOARD FOR $] .25 PER DAY, wrrH TI-m PRIVILEGE OF LODGING ON THE 
FLOOR, WHICH WE CONSIDER A LUXURY. THIS ])LACE LIES ON A LOW 
PIECE OF GROUND AT THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER. THERE IS SOME 
BUSINESS DO~"'E HERE NOW AND WHEN TI-m ROUTE ACROSS GETS OPEN, 
WILL BE A PLACE OF CONSIDERABLE BUSINESS, ALTHOUGH UNIIEALTHY 
FOR PEOPLE FROM THE NORTH. 

AUG.24~-ONE OF THE PASSENGERS DIBD TODAY OF FEVER AND 
SEVENTEEN MORE ARE SICK. THE STEAMER ARRIVED TODAY AT NOON 
AND WILL LEAVE ON TOESDA Y. $1,000.00 Vv AS STOLEN FROM ONE OF 
THE PASSENGERS YESTERDAY AND NO TRACE OF IT FOUND. 

AUG.25--\VENT ON BO:\RD TI--IB STEAMER PROMETHEUS. 

PAGE 76-AUG. 26--STARTED AT 6 O'CLOCK TI·IlS MORNING. A GOOD DEAL 
OF RAIN AND DISAGREEABLE. 

AUG.27--ALSO RAINY. A GREAT 1:vfANY SEASICK, MYSELF AMONG TI-IB 
NUMBER. 



AUG.28--BlJRJED ONE OF OUR PASSENGERES TODAY WHO DIED OF FEVER 
TAKEN ON THE ISTB1'v1US. MORE PASSENGERS OUT TODAY. ~.-1ADE 268 
MlLES. 

AUG.29--PASSED THE ISLAND OF CUBA THIS MORNING. FINE DAY, WENT 
250 :rvrrLES. 

AUG.30--TI-IB SEA CALM \VITI-I FINE PLEASANT BREEZE. 

AUG.31--VERY ROUGII WITH STRONG WINDS FROM TI-m NORTH. SOBOER 
FACES TODAY ON BOARD. MANY CASTING THEIR ACCOUNTS IN THE CUV 

PAGE 77-SEPT. 1---MORE PLEASANT TODAY, THE WIND STILL HIGH. 
EXPECTATION RUNS HIGH WITH THE PROSPEC°T OF BEING IN NEW YORK 
TOMORROW. 

SEPT.2--SEE MANY VESS.ELS TODAY BUT \\711.L NOT REACH OUR DESTTh.TED 
PORT BEFORE NID)NIGHT. MANY SIT UP TO HAIL TI-IE I.lGHI' OF HOME 
AGAIN, BUT AS I COULD NOT HASTEN ITS APPROACH BY SO DOING, SHALL 
GO TO :tv1Y BERTH. 

PAGE 78--SEPT.3--ARR.lVED AT THE QUARANTINE GROUND AT STATEN 
. ISLAND AT 2 A.M. AIL WAS NOISE A}U) GRAND REJOICING ON BOARD. I 
CANNOT SAY THAT I FULLY PARTICll)ATE IN THE GRAND JUBILEE, NOT 
HAVINGENTJRELY GlVENU.P CAUFORNJA. MY INCLINATIONS STILL POINT 
TO THE FAR, FAR WEST. STTI_L AS WE GLIDE ALONG, THE SIGHT OF OLD 
FAMILIAR THINGS HAVE A CHAlUv[ THAT WILL ALWAYS BE ATTRACTIVE. 
THE SPIRES OF OLD NEW YORK BEGIN TO SHO\V Tl·IEm. GLITTERING TOPS 
AMONG \:Vl.-iICH I NOTICE THAT OF OLD TRINITY TOWER ABOVE THE REST. 
IT IS NOW AUvlOST 8 A.M. AND WE ARE 1N SIGHT OF CASTLE GARDEN. THE 
CONFUSION AND STIR IS TOO GREAT, SO I SIIALL STOP FOR THE PRESENT. 
ARRIVED AT THE WHARF AT 8 O'CLOCK. THE FIRST TI-TING WAS TO GET 
BREAKFAST, THEN TO GET A HAIRCUT', SHAVE, ETC. AND.NEXT TO GET A 
DECENT SUIT OF CLOTHES TO GO HOME, WHICH WAS SELECTED. I 
LOITERED AND WALKED AROUND TOWN lJNTIL 2 P.M. \VHEN I ST AR TED 
FOR OLD LA.l\lfINGTON AND IN ALL MY TRAVELS THERE WAS NO PART OF 
IT I REALLY ENJOYED SO MUCH AS MY TRil) FROM NEW YORK TO NE'W 
BRUNS\VICK. EVERY LITTLE TO\:VN, IvlliADOW, DALE, AND FIELD 
APPEARED TO POSSESS ATTRACTIONS NEVER DEFORE NOTICED AFTER 
HAVING BEEN SO LONG IN ALMOST A WILDERNESS. THE I.MPROVED AND 
CULTIVATED FIELDS, THE NE.AT FENCES, FINE GARDENS AND MORE 
NEATLY PAINTED HOUSES, PRESENTED A CONTRAST SO GREAT I COULD 
NOT BUT STOP AND THINK A1'-f0 MAY SAY THAT I ALMOST REJOICED 
THAT I WAS AGAIN IN A CIVIlJIZED LAND AS WE, \~1IBN FAR AWAY WOlJLD 
CALL Olm. FORMER 1-lOMES. AT 5, ARRIVED AT ISELTN. SAW AGAIN SOME 
OLD FAMILIAR FACES BUT DID NOT MAKE MYSELF Kl"JOWN. 

'· 



PAGE 80-SEPT. 3--IIALF PAST flVE ARlliVED AT NORTH DRANCH. THERE 
l\1ET E. cox AND TI-mN WENT wrn-r Hfl'vl HOME. 

PAGE 81-SEPT. 4--NEXT MORNING WENT TO lJNCJ.E S. AND 
GRANDFATHER'S /\ND THEN FOR I·I<Hvff, WHERE l :\RRIVED /\T 11 i\.M , 
AND FOUND TIJJ .. :M ALL WELL. IT rs i'iO\V 11 O'CLOCK AT NIGHT AND 
WHAT A DAY I HAVE HAD OF IT WITH ANSWERING QUESTIONS, RELATING 
MY ADVENTtntES AND GREETING OLD FRIENDS. I CAN SCARCELY SPEAK 
A.BOVE A WHISPER. 


	david nevius simonson

