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- most of whom were ‘minors and therefore de-
pendents -and with no consxderable funds, must
“claim our highest- approval There was lack
_of accurate knowledge as to distance, character
of roads, the crossing of streams and mountdins,
mﬂﬂtes—of—sacxneSHhat*"“ ghf“occur -

Cfar from medical assistance.. There was.on the

~ other hand almost no chance of securing food-

" stuffs to any extent while en route.  The stream

~of travel was so great that but little wild game

~could be secured near the hne of travel.

It was planned to start on. the trip in “the

"i-'_sprlng of 1852. My father at this time was

. fifty-five years of age. ‘Low of stature, stout
| build, he was in the prime of life. He was

| aﬁhcted with hernia, which reduced his phys-

'_f _ical” ab111ty con31derably, but’ this ‘was offset”

~ largely by his mechanical aptness and skill.

- My mother -was. forty four- ~years of " age and

~ the mother of seven -children. She was ‘above

~ the average hexght of women, ‘slender, ac-

* tive, ‘and' very capable The ch11dren ranged

'_,from Joseph, the oldest, to Louis, the youngest,

",_]oseph being 18 and Louis 4. Joseph was ‘not

- very strong but was always wﬂhng to do what-

ever he could to help the rest of us along. We

[ 18 ]




BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE
- EXPERIENCES =

g T e R

JAMES. MEIKLE SHARP

5

T

1951




N

(o

~ JAMES MEIKLE SHARP
'SUSANNA REBECCA PLANK













i

BRIEF ACCOUN'I‘ OF EXPERIENC’ES OF =

..__...__...._.T._- e T

ﬂ* JTAMES MEIKLE SHARP o Pr

At Home Satxcoy, Cahfornlai-
October 14- 1925

- ToT1 was born March 3 184-4- in the town of
k2| Cadiz, Ohio. My father s name was John -
- ER .._') Sharp-—-—born in Plttsburgh Penn., and my
o *,,_mothers name was Cornelia Ann Hesser——-
i * born'in Loudon County, V1rgm1a Prior to her
_,_{marnage she was engaged in teachmg school.
- I believe that neither of my parents had much
'Opportumty to secure an education.
© My early ,recollectmn is of hvxng on the bank-
of the Ohio River, at a point where’ the Hock-
-ing Creek ]omed ’the RIVCI' I recall that the
older children ‘took" me twice to school, where
“the. larger girls pa1d me some attentmn Wthh I
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At Home Satrcoy, Cahforma'
October 14 1925

T I _was born March 3 1844- m the town of
k3! Cadiz, Ohio.: My father s name was John- '
Sharp——born in Plttsburgh Penn., and my
- .H__mothers name was Cornelia Ann Hesser—-—-
_born’in Loudon County, _V1rg1n1a Prior to her
_.,?marrrage she was engaged in teachmg school.
- I-believe that neither of my parents had much
opportumty to secure an education. |
My early ,recollecnon is of hvmg on the bank-
of the Ohio River, at a point where the Hock-
ing Creek Jomed ’the River. ‘I recall that the
older children took me twrce to school _where
the. larger girls pa1d me some attentlon Wthh I
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| _,.-_-'thmk must have gone to my head Also, that
- my father found me; not over four years old,
% '--—-,"'rockmg a. skxff lymg in.the water of the Hock-
'-"--'4-7-7mg Creek;, a stream which flowed near ‘our.

home,_f and that he promptly apphed proper

Un one occasmn some of the older Doys a

lad of my own age named - Rufus Gilbert, and

- I, were out a’ short distance when a b1g ram’

j_'charged upon us. My brothers took me by the

-hands and we ran, but poor ‘Rufus, havmg no

~ help, was left to brmg up. the rear and un-

_"-_";.fortunately, was. subjected tothi 'l.-'ury*f“‘
. of the ram. - He was tumbled over “several
“times, _and when help arrived, was bleedmg

'freely from the nose but was, otherW1se un-
My food was served on an’ old fashloned

1.";'-'__pewter plate, ‘around the margin of ‘which-in

“ raised letters was the alphabet, and that was the |

'_;-,jbegmmng of the hm1ted educatton Wthh fell

to my lot. - - - b

 Early in 1848 my. father bullt a ﬂat boat as

it was. called Wthh was somethmg like a SCOW. .

I cannot recall that ‘it had anything answer-

ing to a cabin, but think 1t must have had some

. C[10]




_;f"

and famlly These log houses were small, and
_one.of them afforded indifferent accommoda-f.
'-"-‘"tlons for a famlly of elght 'The boys of the -
farmly weremmost},y stored in the. att1c to. sleep, |
Wthh wasa. material advantage in the mattet of-_jt-_,g__,-,_
om—1or—a "‘.trrfourﬁ?ears thved—xﬁhrs—
cabm and T think my brother Louls H. was
~ born in it.. Seme land to farm must have been";'
f_-rented so that enough corn was raised to pro-_.
_.V1de food for all 'The usual method of cook-;
“ing was to. m01sten the meal thh water add a
prOper amount of salt form it into “Dodgers
i re of the: ,-then bake Lt._ﬂhen__
_'baked 1t was sufﬁcrently hard ‘to- be entitled to -
~ the name given it, but I feel the name would
“be more apt if apphed to the. 1nd1V1dua1 at
ﬂ’whom it mlght have. beemthrown in an alterca- .
“tion. Hot cakes were also sometimes made, -
~and homrny ‘was frequently prepared - from
- whole corn. The corn: -dodgers afforded- a
- ‘sweet and nutrltrous diet, but were somewhat
~tiresome as a regular menu. Very seldom in-_
‘deed did we see wheat bread, which was justly
considered a luxury ‘The corn had to be taken
. quite a dlstance to a Wmd driven gnst-mlll
- where it was ground into meal. x

-
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Durmg the summer and fall seasons there

| mons, also berrres, Wthh helped out the’ menu. ¥
Sometrmes too, we had partndges erd ducks,..-,_'--__"

**‘of—severalﬂirffT'eMTolors—' e

,_'_._e,—also—pfaﬂre ch,rckens and sgulrrels._.”_',____-______

to two. brothers named’ Brrdges who had died
from the effects of fever a short time before'

our. arrrval—perhaps durmg the - precedmg. |
year. - _The father and niother of these young__r

The two log cabins referred to had belonged(-‘ |

men were farrly well to-do people living near-f __

#—by—,—eand—wer Ve T
_ many ways. - .. %
- Durmg the four years we remamed in- Jack-'
j_.,_son County, father managed to accumulate
“some- COWS, also two ‘or ‘three yoke of oxen,
but in order to procure additional stock; ‘wagon,

. and other equipment, he had to borrow $500.00
~ from his brother-i -in- laW H. L Turner paymg‘
“. interest: thereon at-ten per cent. per annum, and
-it took -quite a number of years . after arrwmg;
in Oregon to ﬁmsh paying the debt. -~
- I think it must have been durmg the sum-
mer of 1851 that I attended a country school
: taught by my mother for three months. It was

= "rrrch*to—us*heipmg us in
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?rcportcd that I cned cvcry day -and was>also' -
.pumshed every. day ‘I made some credltable
‘progress, but it was some time ‘bcforc I saw

the 1n51de of a school house agaln.




_ LIFE IN MISSOURL - - .= :*

{;plenty of jce and - snow. The snow- was. four
~ feet deep durmg the wmter of 1848, and Wher- R
"'_ever there ‘was water it would be frozen OVEE, @ .
A good -deal of: the country was covered thh
trees and small growth, so fuel was abundant.
for those who were able to go out and getit.

| ,There ‘were also. runs’ (httle streams) and
creeks, which were sluggtsh It was’ 1deal for-_f_--
entertainment of such a. bunch of boys.. ‘What -

- with hunting birds’ nests, snappmg” turtles: =

;-_;_.and ‘the other sort, squ1rrels, ,chlpmunks that
-"'-_(burrowed in the ground, wadmg and dammtng-
__'the runs, there was much to do. s phy
Regularly in the sprtng we had our term of |
fever-and ague, which was- accompamed bya
_.:-_,plenttful dosmg with_ ‘quinine, administered. in
:the form of thick black syrup, tablespoonful a-' |
-_dose and oh!'so bttter I can taste it-yet. - i
- One winter we_ prepared a net, cn'cular in -
form large at one end, tapermg to -a smaller

[- 15 ]




"";f"j-'swe wrth wmgs openmg out at the large end.
- We would set this net up at'a ‘suitable: place,
- then scour around ‘until a covey of partndges
e '.'-was ‘discovered, whereupon we ‘would. scatter
-_—_an . ""radually_dn,vea the b1rds ..... mtm the net,

————— T

~ thereby securing- the entire covey. Unhke the
* California- quail, ‘the” eastern partrldge covey
mcludes the smgle brood of the preceding sum-
mer.. Partndges were also taken by boys in
figure-four traps. | LR |
~ One summer there came 1nto our nelghbor- :
"hood ‘two or three Indian famllles, ‘which
.camped on a creek not far away. I recall V151t-
_ing their-camp, where we were’ greatly enter-
~ 'tained by what we: saw. They were the only .
_I_:Indlans we had ever séen, and we were natur-.
_',_'_ally very CUI’IOUS as. to the1r appearance and
' behavior., A boy and girl of twelve ot thir-
 teen’ showed us. how " well they could swim-
~ and dive in the creek near: their .camp, and we
_-were hxghly pleased with’ therr performance
- Slavery existed.in ‘Missouri- at this time, and
-"we made some acquamtances w1th the colored
people but the younger of ‘our members had"
no conception' of the. situation. The - negroes
were usually very friendly and cheerful, and

[ 16 ]
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';_‘probably fared as well as therr owners. JI 're-

'.'-'?_!call gomg one br1ght moonllght n1ght to- aff
“neighbor’s ‘place to witness a corn husking. “The
__ears had been. broken - off,and - ‘with- the husks,.g,-ﬁ_f}_.-
- still on, had been thrown into an 1mmense_p11e

;7‘& ;.j’o_-_ oL

,_hght mght ‘the darkies singing their- welrd
songs while they worked presented a great spec-
tacle. . “When toward mrdnlght the job was-
done, two stalwart negroes made a chair of -
:_I_-thCll' hands and carried the owner round 'and

’ "freshments for. everybody followed, ‘and the .
assembly broke up with cheers for the boss. -
" In the course -of four - years, from 1848 to
: .1852 ‘my father succeeded in gathering a small
| 'nnmber of oxen and cows and was enabled to
make preparatlons to carry out hlS long cher-' 3
-1shed intention of crossmg the plams with an
0X team, purposing to make his future home

| ..ln ‘the. territory of. Oregon o
" The courage and resolutlon required to un-

- dertake ‘sucha ]ourney with so large a family,

Y ]

I

= ;ad come ll'l tl'Om ad—_;__— _.'
- joining farms and When the t1me was.ripe, they’__:;"_._'h._,l___:., -
all:fell-to work on-the: ]ob “'The bright moon- :- -

'_.round the house all hands- ]ommg ‘the proces-'_;‘;_'-.f.'-f_
sion and’ smgmg their- native: melodres Re-



- most of whom wcre minors and thcrcfore dc-
pendents, and with no. conmdcrable ‘funds, must -

. claim our highest-approval. - There was lack -
~of accurate knowledge as to distance, character =’
iy ot roads the crossing of streams and mountams,f',;k.
~“possi. '—hTfesﬁar—sicmesHhat might—mcur---— :

_'1 - far from medical assistance. There was on the
~ other hand  almost no. chance of securing food-
~stuffs to any extent while en route. The stream
~of travel was. so- great that but little wild game

could be secured near the line of travel.
Fors TR, planned to start on the trip in the
'-'_sprmg of 1852. My father at this time was
- fifty-five years of age. Low of stature, ‘stout
© .build, he was in the prime of . life. He was -
afﬂlcted with hernia, which reduced. his_phys-
ical” ablllty con51derably, but’ thlS was “offset:
__jllargely by his mechanical aptness and- skill.
- My mother was forty-four: years of age and
- the mother of seven -children. ~She was above
~ ‘the averagc helght of women, ‘slender, ac-
~ tive, and very capable. The children rangcd'
- from Joseph, the oldest, to Louis, the youngest,
- Joseph being 18 and FGuls 4, Joscph was ‘not
very strong but was always wﬂhng to do what-
ever he could to help the rest of us along We
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;and then we bralded it:in: such a way thg{t Our‘lf

'chlldren helped whenever we could in the :
'preparatrons for ‘the ]ourney across the plalns
.'.Among other th}ngs we cut wheat straw, soaked |

her—was—able” fo Tsew_lt—mtoq~hats—wfor*us.~—-'

'These hats served us as head covermg on the
-Journey to Oregon gt BT
~There was much to be done 10 prepare for
the long trail - across the contment It ‘was
‘necessary’ to have a good wagon to begln Wlth

and a good deal was done to make it as com-

'-fortable as posmble There were’ yokes with
bows for the oxen. These. yokes were mostly

made from wood called Linn, which was some-
-l_what hke cottonwood Ilght but strong The .

bows were made. of hlckory, very . strong and__
s-endurlng Indeed; the yokes together with the:-"

~bows. Were used many 'years after we- hved in
Oregon There were also- substantlal chains,

‘each Iong enough to connect ‘from the rear
_yoke of oxen to the next in front. - There was a
tent and beddmg, together with limited supphes

of clothmg and food, and sundry other need-
ful articles. It W1ll be readﬂy seen. that when,
in addltton to the ‘necessary supplies indicated,

[19]



: _'thc llvmg part of thc outhit was loaded in_ thel
- wagon, room was. at a premium. As a matter_'_-
~of fact, a_vast amount of walkmg was done bY

| membcrs of thc famlly
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CROSSING THE PLAI,NS i

o Ms&arted Wﬁlrsrx—yokemf oxen*’—each‘mdl > ““f‘_'_’f""'_
“vidual having his personal name in-this order, -
Bill and. Berry, leaders, Broad and Darby, .
_.'Buck ‘and ' Bright, Joe and Lion, Sam and
:'"_Pomp, Jack and Charley We also had a few’
' cows and- young cattle one or two mares .and
two dogs - "ot
- Hol for Oregon From a Drary kept by;_;
-mother I note that we. hrtched up our mot1vef.'
power and ‘made our start for the far west at
two P. M., May Sth, ’52.. Traveled about ten
miles, and camped Durmg the’ nrght a hallstorm:_-_
- came up, which blew down_ our tents and satur- .
ated- everythmg ThlS was an inauspicious be-
ginning, but later we became somewhat used
to such. treatment and consented to endure What
we were unable to cure. - The cattle were cor-
ralled durmg the nrght but havrng been turned
out to graze in the mormng, became separated
and, in . consequence, we: proceeded on the 7th
‘Wlth.a. portion of the team, while ‘father,went

| & [21]




__?',_.____-f;fln search of the’ lost stock He came up Wlth |
- _us ‘on the 8th bringing thc Tost stock. -The
- ‘.'.-'-Dtary ‘showed dally mileage of 4 to 25 miles,
“but as theré‘were no- specdomctcrs in vogue; the
" milea zeu_was_laxgely_oa*matter of .mgucssmwork i
= ﬂ__";;;_,lohtal “mileage shown_for the mgnth#of May.- -
was 255 miles; _but there were several - days
”thn no, ‘mileage was shown. - During ‘this
( pcrtod we crossed a- numbcr of streams and en-
~countered a great deal of mud. Also, it rained ..
- about one day in' six. The crossmg of the -
‘Kansas River remains very clear in my mind.
.. The live stock were driven into the: river- and
- made to swim to the farther shorc, tho’ I think
they, or the larger ones, d1d not ‘have to swim -
“all the way. The ‘wagons and. ‘humans were
f'"loaded on a ferry boat, Wthh was "'propelled*
___'by three husky Indlans on each side of the
. boat; pushmg it with: long poles as they walked
" from the bow to the stern, then walkmg for-
. ward and repeatmg the operation. The boat
~would drift downward. con31derably but I pre-
© i sume they would warp it up'to the starting
" point. again.- Shortly after crossing we camped,
and ]ust as supper was about ready, a hailstorm
came. up and blew our tent down. I well re- l!

(21
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To-

"member how the fat in the frymg pan sputteredf_
as the'rain’ and harl fell in the hot fat. ~ There
,d1dnnot appear ‘to be. any whrtes at: thls place,f._' '
altho’ I-saw:for the first time a mud: bakmgf‘_.f---'
oven———“Weﬂ:rossed"—one ‘other stream in a4 derry . -
bG&t**—thiS* benghe —NorthPlatte. ‘*“‘From wthe—
time we crossed the Kansas River on the. 14-thj-jl 5
of May untrl the 3lst we. crossed a number of
creeks and larger streams, and our cattle were
stampeded and’ scattered,. but soon -recovered.
We had a very hard rain on the 25th of May. -~ -
On the 29th of May we came upon the body
of ‘a man who had. been: murdered, and our
party buried h1rn We d1d not learn h1s name
“May 3lst we arrived - at the Platte or Ne--"--f:;.;
braska River. Usually we ‘made camp where";_-
there Was wood ‘water and grass. “In some in-
stances,. one- or- other of these I‘CqHISItCS would_'- ;
be mrssmg In the event of a scarcity of'_
Wood resort was had to “Buffalo Chlps " some-
| times known as “Bois de Vache” or “Wood of
' the Cow,” in short the dried ordure of cattle or
buﬁalo ‘Not much for campfire, but answer-
ing. very -well for hght cooking. Shortage of
grass ‘was bad for the stock, and shortage of
. Water was bad for all around

L [ 23 ]



Durmg the month of June the ‘estimated
-'____-mlleage as recorded m the Diary was 419 be-"'-_
~ ing an average of less than-14 miles per day.
‘We crossed ‘a number of streams and- passed
‘Forts K~earny ‘and- Laramle On the 10th - of

- June,-we reached the upper- crossmg -of-South

~ Platte, and camped at Ash Hollow, borderlngi s
‘on the Platte. This place I remember very -
”g-f_"clearly, because of the many swallows nesting
-on some: preC1p1tous chﬁs whlch were near the
road where we camped We also. passed some
'mterestmg forrnatlons one of which was “Soli-
tary - Tower,” another “Chlmney Rock”———na-
'tural obehsks of a stnkmg character I thmk_
‘it 'was somewhere in this region: that ‘we had to
go quite a “distance from camp. to. get wood for
fire, the wood- being - incense cedar, the odor, -
-;very strong yet pleasant l1nger1ng still in ' my
‘memory. We also passed thru Scotts Bluffs,
a deeply eroded reglon ~“We saw buffalo and
"_antelope on one occasion, and later had buﬁalo
_and deer meat for our fare |
| Thursday, July Ist, we' crossed the North
Platte ‘the wagons and people being taken over
in boats, the live stock being made to swim
the stream, Wthh was deep and swift.

[ 24 ]




Somewhere on- thrs trrp, but I cannot locate-
_caactly, we encountered quite a’ company of
Sioux - Indians mwratmg “They were peace- .
able, as in fact were -all the Indrans -encoun-:-.
tered on the journey. “The warriors were décked "~ -

:out—-gaily;-wan—dmracncallrall“were on horse-.
back. On some of the ponies the squaws were -
rrdrng, and’ on each side of such ponies a long
pole- would be fastened to the saddle, or in
| some manner that kept the forward end of the
poles pretty well up on ‘the side of the horse,-
the other end dragglng behind. The poles were
lashed together behind the horse and tenting
and - other materlal loaded on ‘and on top. of
this the papooses Were rrdmg The men were
‘armed wrth spears, bows and arrows, and very
|l1kely some had guns. They had shields made
by stretching a stiff dried piece of- skin, what
we call rawhrde over a circular frame of wood.
They also’ had drums of somewhat crrcular
format1on A |
At another t1rne I saw two Indlan boys of
12 or 13, who came to our camp. displaying
their- sk111 with bow and arrow. They ran
after a squirrel that had ‘left his hole, and as
he lowered his head to enter the hole one of

| 2 [25]



the ‘boys, on the run, put his arrow through
‘-r;.',._-"l"-_the body of the squlrrel the boy bemg ten or‘-'._ |
-.-ﬁfteen paces | behmd the squxrrel g By e m
~According. to the Diary of my mother wef' 7
traveled some 445 miles durmg the. month of
| July. ~We- _experienced -rain or -hail five-or.
" six_times. We crossed the. North Platte by
" ferry, at $5.00: per wagon, ~and 50c per man.
‘Here 1 saw two men on the opposite shore,
stripped. to the waist,. domg ‘battle with thelr-f-'-

. fists. - It was said ‘they: were brothers I did

| o not care to remam to see the endmg, 1t was too

" horrible forme. - -

“July 3rd we passed Independence Rock a
'-*_great mass. of rock rising from the plain. Some
of us younger members chmbed to the top of it.

| 1. think brother Joseph, like many ‘others; cut
hxs mmals in the face of the great rock A
_man who had hved in that region whom I met
R ‘I'recently, _told me the initials of travelers are
still ‘plainly visible. We traveled several days
along the Sweetwater Wthh I recall as a beau-
tiful stream of mountain water. - Much of the |
time-it flowed over sandy bottom, with borders |
of grassy plats. In the. 6th of July several f
teams stampeded, ours among the number. I |
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T

well remember how the. wagon pltched along,_
until ‘one -of our oxen" stepped in a hole, and -
fallmg, ‘broke’ hlS neck. ‘This brought the wild
Joping of the. team to a full stop wrthout serious

..damage oot g S e T SR

¥ ""7' ;

The cream’ was. put in-a receptacle and placed'-
in the Wagon in the mormng When evemng_;
came, we were sure to have butter..
~-On the 9th of ]uly we passed over the sum-
‘mit of the Rockies, also, passed: Pacific Sprrngs ..
'__':_from which point the waters flow westerly to
the Paaﬁc Ocean: I recall a good deal of .
broken - up- equrpment whrch had been dis-
carded at this point. - o 7 |
T here was much beautrful scenery between-

| -the crossmg of the North Platte and- the sum-
mit of the Rockres erewrse as we traveled
west after crossmg the summit, ‘we; found many.
streams, -Springs,. ‘and other ob]ects ‘of interest.
Among the streams were little and btg Sandy,
Green River, Bear River, etc. .

Quotmg from mother’s’ Diary, “Saturday,
July 23rd, '52. Today we. made about 20 miles
*--passed the celebrated Soda Spr1ngs which

[27]
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3 -roac Sﬂ?e%Vedwus Well when—rrcame' =
to the matter of churnmg the cream for butter.



| ___'_-_'_are mdeed a great natural cur1031ty Our camp
. was. in the plam near the Bluff, grazing very
~_good. - 24th. Today we made about twenty
“.miles, crossed a great. many branches passed
~two, splendid soda pools. The road was: good,
____running through a beauttful valleyk abundance__l_‘
| —"—ofﬁgood@rass “tonight “we made -a- splendid
- . camp.” During the last week in ]uly, we con-
tinued thru similar’ reglons——-roads good and
bad, usually plenty of water and some grass.
- .;_On the 27th we passed Fort Hall.: We crossed
~a_number. of streams and. one: ugly - slough.
- The mlleage footed up 445 mlles ‘but the usual
~ allowance must be made for- guessing. . Rain
“or hail occurred §ix times during ]uly Some’-f
portions thru which we passed in July were.
- - attractive and comfortable; much of itTwas
- sand and sagebrush IlClthCl' attractlve nor com-
K ".fortable Sty Jelfhe By T ¥R
- We Were now in the begmnmg of August
the days were. growing shorter, feed was dry
~in many places, and the stock were losing their -
“strength..- Much of the road was poor. ‘and
difficult and progress was much slower. .- We
| traveled some distance along the Snake River,
a tnbutary of: the Columbla which had cut its

I oy _ : [ 28]
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(way thru a hlgh plateau makmg 1t necessary,
! frequently to take the stock down -the steep
bank for a._ dlstance of three- quarters of a mile
| to get water.. “Often when we ‘were st00p1ng'_,
' to drink, if we chanced to look up stream, our

domestlc ‘animal lymg in the edge of _the
stream. - It 'was no use to try to pass- above the'
decaymg ammal for there was. a contmuous--.
deposit- of them. . We_were obhged to drink

the worse. for it 1mmed1ately ‘"There was prac-
tlcally no wood on this Plateau, but in many" E
places” there was abundance of bunch grass, at
this time qulte dry. . While travehng along-the '“
Qnake RIVCI’ father secured a-fine large salmon
from. an- Indlan ‘and we. looked forward .to a -
good feast at supper time. There bemg no
wood, the salmOn was cut up and put in a pot
lhung over a fire of bunch grass, and it kept
four or. ﬁve boys busy to. supply the required -
fuel. - It was the first. salmon ‘we had ever
| l.'lsted and there is no doubt it was h1ghly re-
-hshed The general character of .the country
after, crossmg ‘the Rockies was vastly different
from that lymg on the Eastern side. In. great'
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,eycs——wouldwencounter the -carcass of “some

the. Water ‘as is, " but apparently we were not .-



o c‘ctent it was more rough and. mountamous ‘with
_, "-_hrgh plateau sectrons Some port1ons ‘were
- -sandy and- arid of semi-arid, and occupied

largely by sagebrush which ‘is usually found
occupying- land w-here llttle of anythmg else
~will grow.~

4 A

M—_._—-By—theﬁbegrnnmg of September, we began

‘to’ emerge ‘from the mdlﬁerent reglon thru

v Wthh we had come, and on. September lst

-

‘we drove into Grand Round Valley, a very

beautlful place The alley is circular, walled
in by hills.and mountams ‘while a stream, lmed

by brush. and -trees; ﬂows thru it.~ The grass
was - good ‘and - the Indlan populatron ‘with
_;plenty ‘of horses was active and - frlendly

Leavmg the’ beaut1ful valley of the Grand

Round ‘we.- passed over the ‘Blue Mountams,

much: of the road being over rough hills, some

of which were unnecessarlly high and steep.
‘On the 6th of September after traveling twelve

i ':-mrles, we. entered the Umatllla Valley, a fair
~and prom1smg region, but with no white set-
“tlers. - The next day 1s noteworthy for its entry

in- Mothers Drary ““This " day we traveled

twelve miles and’ encamped at the’ crossing of

the river—Out of provrsrons and family sick.”
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Upto the llth of September my uncle Turner
had traveled with us, but on this day he and
his famrly remarned in camp . while our “outfit -
pushed on. . There was a- good—deal -of sickmess

in our famlly, but because of short food supply, |

nearness of wmter, and_lack of funds We Were L

1 obhged 10.80 forward -
‘Those ‘who were strll supplred wrth funds
could plan to load therr outfits on a steamer

at The Dalles, and by, going down ‘the Colum-”
bia River; would reach Portland in’ three or'

__four days Those without funds, and in many

‘with the commg necessity of driving an erghty-
‘mile trip across the Cascade Mountalns south

would be prevalent

tember l4-‘th——Th1s day we traveled about’ twen-

hard. We camped in ‘a perfect bed of sand

the greater part of us s1ck Owing to the dark-
ness, we were unable to obtam anything for fuel
but | green cedar, which: would not burn, conse-
quently we crept mto ‘bed supperless.”. We
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| f-cases, short of food supplres, were confronted'

-of Mount Hood at a time when wrnter storms.
Quotmg from: Mothers D1ary agam———“Sep--
ty. mrles ‘the road being generally hilly, but

by a small sprmg, where we arrived after dark |



'erossed a number of streams between the’ Blue
Mountains and the point where we reached ‘the
‘Columbia" River. " One of- these streams,’ was
John. Days RIVCI' A party we had occasion-
ally met wh.lle travehng, arrlved at-the- crossing:
"about the same tlme that we d1d By some_j

e

| _ter belongmg Wlth thlS party, had wh1le walk-
‘ing, fallen behind qu1te a bit. - So when the
- men arrived with the wagons. they proceeded_-
"'to ford the river. ‘The stream’ was some three
,_hundred feet in Wldth the water, flowing over
- 8 gravelly bottom ‘was cold and practlcally
waist deep, tho not dangerously swift. ‘We
chlldren watched with interest to See ‘what the
women would do.  They ﬁrst tried to call to
their men folks, but got no encouragement
Finally the” grandmother waded in, followed
later by her daughter, reluctantly als0 by the
grand daughter ‘We boys stood by and looked
| ~After a while we heard the daughter say
-‘:“I d give five dollars if T was where ‘grandma’
and the grand daughter was of ‘a similar
mmd They all got ‘across wrthout anythmg
WOrse than a cold bath, however.

F rom thlS tlme we: made slow progress stop-
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pmg in’ camp two dtﬁ’erent days on account of
stckncss, and makmo' small mlleage on otth e
Blage: R T e
On the 25th of September we arrlved at In-
~diam— Creek,“our road after crossmg ‘the b |
chutesl_ ?Lver*havmgt-veered “to~ the southwest m‘ AT
order to pass to the south of Mount Hood. I
‘believe: the place ‘where we arrived at Indian
Creek is now known as. Waupemtla 'Here,
| quoting - from my ‘mother’s Diary “we: bought'
some potatoes at a rate of $4. 00 per bushel.”
My impression is that we bought not more than-
-. one-half bushel or th1rty pounds. . We ‘were -
U now about to begin our trip through the Cas-
cade Mountains, the distance to Fosters bemg..
| about* elghq mxles “Foster’s” was a settle-__r
“ment, or rather a farm house on the west side
of the mountains. Our supplies of food “con-.
sisted of ‘the potatoes referred to and’ a very.
small quantrty of flour.’ :
I ‘Quoting’ again from the Dxary “Sunday,'
September 26th. This day we traveled nine
‘ | or ten miles; pulled up Indtan Creek Hill, one
Of the worst places on the roads. Our' camp
| Was made on three-mile bottom.
“Monday,' 27th. . This day we traveled
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about nine miles, three m1les brought us. to
‘The ‘Gate,’ in the mountams—-—-mx miles more
“to-a: small spring where we camped for the night.

“Tuesday~——28th This day we traveled about
twelve ‘miles—road good except one. bad hill

“to come down " Our. ‘camp_was in. the” pines

. near the creek. Only brouse for cattle.
“Wednesday—-—29th This day we made some

twelve miles over bad road, and a rainy. day.

Stormed all n1ght and snowed some ,Camped
at foot of Summit Hill. i, v
| “Thursday—30th We traveled about 81X
miles. Very bad road. Ram and. snow fell
“all day and durlng the night. Everythtng wet
and cold.  Family sick and out of bread.
“Frlday—October Ist. Today we made some
. six or eight miles. Road worse but storm™ ceased
' ;. ‘toward night. We camped among the whortle-
berrtes——good browse for cattle and children..
 “Saturday, Oct. 2nd. Remained in camp.”

-1 think it must have been on Thursday that |
“Broad . 'one of our oxen, gave out.and had A
to be left. Mother gave him the last biscuit §

. from our supply of flour, but it was of no avail.

The brood mare we had brought. with us also f’

succumbed to the severe weather: and starvation.
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Our team was now reduced to ﬁve head “of: ”
oven 'S0 we were obhged to yoke one of the
cows into the team.. oo = r
Quoting agam from the Dtary '-“Sunday, |
.-October 3rd.” Traveled some ten miles; road

“steep and dlﬁEicult to get down Crossed Zig-
zag Creek and traveled thrée or four miles along
its’ bottom and camped Poor camp this night.

“Monday, 4th. Made about six’ mrles, road
pretty rough, but found a good campmg place.
with plenty of grass for cattle T R
~ “Tuesday, 5th. Traveled some: ten miles,
foad fairly good Crossed Sandy Creek and
camped -in the bottom -Good camp.. |
“Wednesday, 6th Made about sn mrles,
‘some pretty smart h1lls 1o pull over. Good'
_.camp in a fern openmg

“Thursday, 7th. Traveled about - twelve
mlles crossed Sandy again.  Some of- the road
pretty. good W1th a few hard hills to pull over.
Our. camp was near the first house we came
‘to. in - the settlement -

“F riday, ‘8th.. Drove to Fosters’ and en-
Camped, where we remained four. days on ac-
Count of our cattle being lost.”

[357 ..

_very. bad. Passed over- Laurel Hrll Wthh was. ..



The - roads just passed over were “of the

f__-;'_ﬁ__-,:'._-'-WOrst the unsatrsfactory condltlon bemg ex-}
---I-v-.;;;_l._aggerated by the rain and . snow, Wthh pre-
“vailed ‘a good deal of “the time. . There were

swampy  sections, almost 1mpassable " Some

‘places had been 1mproved? with a co_rdnroy of

that wagons were let down by using a long
'_-_.rope c1rcled around a standmg tree trunk. In
~other cases, a small ‘tree would ‘be cut down

- and’ fastened to the rear axle as a drag, thus
- retarding - the movement of .the wagon. " The

_'_emtgrants were leaving Whatever they could
“spare to lighten their loads. I also recill see-
" ing a good-looking wagon standmg a little out
~of the road with a sign “Hands Off i whrch
seemed quite Unnecessary.. 7 e el
J_ Durmg the ‘night at one of the worst camps,
Ta ‘womar, whom we knew shghtlv, passed |
away, and in the mormng her chlldren hitched
~up and: drove away, leavmg the husband and
~ father beh1nd - The husband, assisted by my

* _mother scooped out a little depression, and |

succeeded in covering the body before ‘depart-

Al poles ‘Some of the hills were so steep

|
|
|

1

a
g
4

ing. Before we were out of the mountain we é
.met a relief train from the Wlllamette Valley ¢

t
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brlngtng supphes for the belated arrtvals As |
ﬂour Was berng offered at $1.00 per pound-
and as we. were on. the bankrupt list, our folks‘_"'-
didn’t buy any Some kind- hearted person ,
better off than ourselves, generously gave. us a

huckleberrles at hand, we gorged ourselves on
huckleberry p1e Wthh ‘proved a life safers
-During- the succeedmg days up to October'
16th ‘we crossed the Clackamas River, arrived
fat- Oregon City, and crossed the Wlllamette
Rwer, thence contmued westerly into the Che-'
halem Valley, and arrrved ‘at Mr. George‘

as. Cass and Butler, after two eminent Demo-
cratic. pohtrclans of that date, lost their lives
by eatmg of the dead salmon Whrch Iay along."
the stream; - e e o e
“In Oregon Clty father secured a loan or
donatlon of five dollars from a worthy gentle-
man by the name of R. R. Thompson ‘which
rnust have been another hfe saver.

Mr." Nelson’s house was built. on a gently
rlsmg ground, and as we drove slowly up the
hill, the - sun was about to smk behind the
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small supply _There* bemg_ an_ abuudance of

Nelson’s place on the 16th. . At the Clackamas,‘.-; T
the two big dogs-we brought with us, known = -




‘wéstern - mountains. Mother and most of us
‘children were - walkmg, tired and nearly ex- |

- hausted. F ather had not been feelmg well for

= "ﬂsome days and ‘was r1d1ng in the wagon As
we~ pulled up. ‘alongside the. front gateway, |
~ ‘woman  came out and asked “Isn’t there a slck
.f""man in" the wagon,’ ' and- learnmg—there ~was,"
- had ‘us come into the house.  She put father |
into" bed where ‘they kept hnn for about two
weeks. - We thrnk now he must have had ty- |
_phoid fever “Uncle George and  “Aunt ;
i ..“Peggy as the Nelsons ‘were - known far ‘and
wide, were well advanced in- years, and had |
been lrvmg in Oregon since 1848.: They were |
_.’ﬁ_jexamples of whole-hearted genero‘srty such as
re. rarely met with in modern times. - Their
- house ‘was a large double affair with a- roé'fed
~‘over open section' between. In this ‘house my |
~ sister Julia was marrred to O R Bean in the |
- fall of 1853.. I A vl DAL o
- As soon as father was- able to move we
“secured - a house not far from Mr. Nelsons
'‘from a Mr.” Morris, into which we moved |
' N ovember 2, 1853 I say “house,” but this wasj
an exaggeratron ‘as 1t was a structure ‘built of
small logs, about twelve by sixteen feet, ac-E

P VI ST e S

o u g
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-.-cordtng to my recollectron gl I beheve it had a"
'ﬁreplaee “because we could hardly have sur-
vived a ¢old" wmter otherwuse _There was a

the boys’ dormitory durmg the winter. - In this

“from” November 2,-'53 to. February 21, 54, -
There was a snowfall of .about two feet in
depth durmg most of this. per1od Our foodj
was a steady- d1et of boiled wheat, whrch was;"-
bought ‘at ‘$5.00- per bushel, or about 8c per
pound. ’Twas g strong and Wholesome food ;
-vbut rather” monotonous kSl g g B
| Durmg the - winter - father sold the falrly--_
_-good ‘wagon. wh1ch had carrted us from Mis-

“souri, for $14—0 00 and this enabled us to get

‘wheat as needed; another llfe -saver. The loca-

“tion of this place where we spent the winter of
1843-54-.is_very near ‘the flourishing town of

:Newburg, in Yamhlll Countv, Oregon Dur-

‘ing this time, father ‘had concluded to take a -
donatron land claim on the north side of Che-
halem Mountam ‘this mountain lying north of
Chehalem' . Valley ‘He proceeded with the
help of the older boys, and perhaps some neigh-
bors to build ‘a small log cabin on this clarm
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loft or attic reached by a ladder and. here was, -

’small building, the nine - of .us sPent the tlmejf T




'»-*'I-and on February 3 ’54- moved famtly and
-stock to the same. - We still ‘had four" or ﬁve

'.lhead of oxen, and two or three cows and some
.-young stock but during the- summer, we lost
one or: two cows by their. gettmg mlred in a

swamp Our food supply ‘was not much’ im-
“proved in our new location, “tho I thmk we

‘grew a llrmted amount of garden and had a

~few chickens. One of our hens stole a ‘nest
: out hatched two or three chlckens and: went.

as completelv wild as the quail or grouse On
"',bemg‘ approached, she would ‘make a great
‘alarm, the ch1cks would: h1de and the hen

= would make a long ﬂ1ght and dlsappear Most |
~ of the land, where somewhat open, would be |

covered by th1ck growth of fern ‘as hlgh as a |

-man’s head. It ‘'was soon apparent “that- the

~ making of a° farm under such conditions was
a physical 1mp0581b111ty, and later thé. place was |
‘abandoned
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