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DIARY OF MRS. CORNELL-\ A. SH.-\RP. 

Crossing the Plains from Missouri to Oregon in 18,5'2. 

Wednesday, May 5, 1852, 2 o'clock ·p. m.-\Ve left our place 
of residence in Jackson county, Missouri, and took up our line 
of march for the far-off and much-talked-of plains of Oregon. 
After parting with our old friends and neighbors, we traveled 
but ten miles and encamped, without any incident worthy of 
notice. 

Thursday, May 6-Our camp through the night was visited 
by rain and heavy wind; our tent blown down and everything 
saturated with water and covered with mud. Our cattle, beinl-{ 
secured in a good corral through the night, were turned out in 
the morning to graze, and while we were at breakfast strayed 
off, and, having separated, one part was soon found; the main 
body not till about 2 o'clock, our wheel steers still missing. 
The balance of the day spent in search of the lost cattle. So 
much for the first night and second day. 

Friday, May 7-This day we hitched up and moved forward 
with our remaining cattle, while the search for the missing cattle 
was continued by Mr. Sharp. We traYeled about twelve miles 
and encamped, having crossed the Big Blue and passed some 
rery bad road. 

Saturday, May 8-We moved forward and in a short dis
tance crossed the state line, and was overtaken by Mr. Sharp 
with the lost cattle. Having made about twelve miles, we 
encamped-rain, ,•rnter and grass. 

Sunday. May 9-We made about fifteen miles; road tolerably 
good; crossed Bull creek about one mile; grass tolerably good; 
wood and water sr.arce, and encamped. 

Monday, May 10-We made about 12 miles over a rolling 
prairie country, similar to what we have passed, and encamped 
within one mile of the Walkarusha river. 
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Tue1day, May ts-Rained hard in' the mornin1. Did not 
leave camp till late in consequence. Traveled a few miles to 
a creek and encamped. 

Wednesday, May H-Traveled a few miles. Made two very 
ugly crossings of the Big Blue river. Made about fifteen milea 
and en·camped. · 

Thursday, May 27-This da,: we met the fur company. 
Crossed several dry, sandy bedsit of creeks. lfade about twenty 
miles. Struck the Republican fork of Blue ri\•er on the after
noon. After traveling some ei,rht or ten miles along the bank 
we encamped. Grazinr poor. 

Friday, May 28-The road good; weather pleasant. Trav
eled this day about eightun or twent)' miJes. \\'ood and water 
in abundance; srass pretty good. Passed a number of fresh 
graves. Met four wasons returning to the states. 

Saturday, May 29-The road yesterday and to-day run, 
along the Republican, with roJJing prairie on the right, with 
wood and water on the left. Passed the spot where a murdered 
man had been found and buried on the 10th of May; name un
known. One night our company had their wagons, or rather 
contents of the wagon, set on fire by the accidental discharge 
of a gun. Forttmately no serious damage was done. Two of 
the men Jeft the train this morning for the purpose of hunting. 
Returned in the evening without any game, but with the Josa 
of a very fine horse. Advanced ,bout sixteen or eighteen milea 
and encamped. 

Sundayt May au-Sent two men back to sca.rch for the lost 
horse. This morning we left the Republican and advanced six

. teen or eighteen miles thro11gh a romng prairie. Encamped 
1 

• without havinr any tidinr• of the lost horse or his pursuers. 
M~nday, May 31.-This .day, after advancing some six or 

eight miles we struck the Platte, or Nebraska river, where we 
11toppcd to n<,on. Made nbout ten or twelve miles this day. 
Our men came up with the hor11e. Encamped without woo~; 
grass not very good. 

Tuesday. June t-This day we passed ~ort Kearney; made 
some ten or fifteen miles; encamped without wood. Procured 
a small supply of buffalo chips. 
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brought us to Ash Hollow, when darkness came upon us, and 
we were Qbliged to encamp in the road. Threatened rain, but 
passed off without: 

Friday, June 11.-This morning we got breakfast, milked 
our cows, yoked up, advanced a mile to the north fork of the 
Platte, and encamped to wash and rest. Remained in camp 
all day. Some sick. 

Saturday, June 12-This day we made some ten miles only, 
in consequence of sickness. The road to-day is very sandy. 
Grass pretty good. 

Sttnaay, June 13-This morning Captain Brown and R. 
Dickey, of the part of the train we left on the Platte, arrived, 
bringing the mournful intelligence of the death of two of their 
company and the ili-health of many more of them. \Ve traveled 
about sixteen or eighteen miles to-day over some very heavy 
sand. The road runs along the rh·er. Abundance of good 
grass. Rained this evening. · 

Monday, June 14--This day we made some sixteen or 
eighteen miles. Encamped about one mile west of Spring creek, 
a beautiful stream of clear water. Had an excellt'nt spring at 
our camp, and a tremendous hailstorm. 

Tuesday, June 15-This day we crossed another creek, and 
nooned at Solitary Tower. Encamped at Chimney Rock. Trav
eled about twenty-two miles. 

Wednesday, june 16-To-day we a<h·:mced about twenty 
miles over very good road, and encamped in neighborhood of 
Scott's Bluffs; drove some two m:les off the road to encamp. 

Thursday, June 17-To-day we pa!-~ed o.,•er Scott's Bluffs. 
\Vas overtaken by the rest of our train. Advanced some ten 
miles; stopped in consequence of a thunderstorm. The rain 
over, we hitched up and made some four miles more, making in 
all fourteen miles. Encamped near the river, with plenty of 
good grass. 

Friday, June 1 q-This clay we traveled some eighteen miles; 
crossed Horse creek; ha<l some 1-andy road; encamped on the 
river bottom; pretty good grass; had antelope for supper. 
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• 
111 camp the rest of the day. Had, deer and buffalo meat in 
camp. 

Tuesday, June 29-Remained in camp an this day, in order 
to rest and recruit our teams before crM5ing the alkali de5ert. 

Wednesday, June 30-This day we adYanced about twenty
five miles. Crossed several small streams and ravines, and 
encamped near the river. Tolerably good grass; wood plenty. 

Thursday, July 1-To-day we traYeled about ten miles. 
Crossed the north fork of the Platte. Ferried our wagons over 
and swam our cattle. Paid $5 per wagon; 50 cents for mare. 
Witnessed more debauchery than we had seen since leaving 
the states. Encamped near the river, among the sage. 

Friday, July 2-This day we advanced about twenty mile;;, 
and overturned one wagon. Encamped about five miles west 
of the Willow Springs, near a beautiful little run of dear water. 
I suppose Sage :Rtm. 

Saturday, July 3-To-day we made some twenty miles over 
some very sandy road, the plain being a sandy desert, covered 
with artemisfa and greasewood. Good water scarce. Came to 
Independence Rock about 1 or 2 o'clock. Stoped a short time 
to let our cattle drink and rest. \Ve then drove one mile past 
the Devil's Gate, and encamped. Grass poor; water plenty. 

Sunday, July 4-This day we advanced some fifteen miles 
along the Sweetwater. There has been good grass along the 
valley, but it has been eat off. The roa.d to-da,· was very sandy. 
The scenery is sublime, with a large mass of granite on the 
right and high mountains on the left. To-night we had a de
lightful camp within a few steps of the creek. The weather 
is quite cold. The wind blowed unmmally hard to-night-· 
blowed down our tent. 

Monday. July 5-This day we caught the fir~t Yiew of the 
Wind River mountains. Our road was ,·ery sandy. \Ve came 
to the Narrows soon after noon. Cros!-ed the creek three times. 
Got a pretty good camp near the river. 

Tuesday, July 6-To-day we adYanced some eighteen or 
twenty miles. Had some very heayy sand. Crossed the creek 
in the morning. About noon our team, with some others, 
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the river without any difficulty; traveled some four or five 
miles; encamp eel on the river; plenty of good grass. 

Thursday, July 15-This day we remained in camp. 

Friday, July rn-This day we traveled about fifteen miles. 
Road very hilly; but little grass. Crossed several streams. En
camped in grove 01 quaking asp, with a smart shower of rain. 

Saturday, July 17-To-day we made about eighteen or 
twenty miles. Passed up and down some ver~· steep, stony hills. 
The country is mountainous. Good springs and beautiful spots 
of grass. In the evening we crossed a beautiful stream of clear 
water and encamped in the botton; grass Yery good. 

Sunday, July 18-This day we commenced our journey up 
hill, and we put in the day traveling up one hill and down an
other-or rather mountains. We made about sixteen or 
eighteen miles. Had a delightful rain about noon; heavy dew 
yesterday morning and this morning. \Ve passed through a 
beautiful grove of quaking asp and fir. Our camp was in Bear 
river bottom, near several good springs. Grass good. Arte
misia for fuel. 

Monday, July 19-This day we made some ten or twelve 
miles. The road good. Crossed Smith's fork on a bridge-50 
cents toll. Camped on Bear river. \Villow for fuel; mosquitoes 
very bad. 

Tuesday, July 20-To-day we traveled some eight or ten 
miles. Crossed an ugly bluff and some pretty streams, near 
one of which we made our camp. Road pretty good; weather 
fine. 

Wednesday, July 21-This day "·c tra,·cled some sixteen 
miles. Four or five miles brought us to the big hill or moun
tain, where we let our cattle rest a short time. ,ve then as
cended the hill, which was very steep till we got to the top. We 
then descended to bottom, of Bear rh·cr. Drove four or five 
miles and encamped. 

Thursday, July 22-This day we separated ourselves from 
the train with which we had been traveling. \Ve made some 
sixteen or eighteen miles. Good road. Crossed a number of 

···~, .. 

1 -~ 

.. 
o( 



THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REl'NION 181 

at Rock creek. Camped on Raft creek, about two miles below 
the Powell train; poor camp. 

Saturday, July 31-We traYelerl about eighteen miles. The 
road was very stony and duty; but little Yegetation. except the 
wild sage. Our camp was at the marshy spring: had a smart 
shower of rain. 

Sunday, Augttst 1-This day we traveled about eighteen 
miles. The country presents the same sand and !-age appear
ance. We camped some three mi!es west of G{lose creek. in the 
sand and sage; good grass. 

Monday, August 2-This day we tran·l<'rl abnut tw('nty 
miks. The road was very dusty and a gno,1 ,kal of it ,·ery 
stony. Our camp was some three or four miles we~t of dry 
branch. Pretty good grass. 

Tuesday, August 3-This day we made about eight or ten 
miles, and encamped on Rock creek. Remained till the next 
day, in order to rest our cattle. The health of our family not 
good. · 

Wednesday, August 4-This day we traveled about fifteen 
miles. Nooned at the crossing of Rock creek. Camped in the 
sage and sand on the bluff of the creek. Road Yery rough. 
To-day we took in a hand. We had a fine shower of rain 
Turned our cattle on the other side of the creek to graze. 

Thursday, August 5-This day we arh-anced some ten miles. 
Halted to noon, and then concluded to remain till the next day. 

Friday, August 6-This day we traYcled some fiitcen miles. 
Nooned about a mile west of \Varm Spring branch. Camped 
about a mile from the river. Drove our cattle on the bluff to 
feed.· Left our "Rose" cow to die. \\"as oYertaken by the 
Powell train. Had quite a satisfactory interview. \Yas passed 
by them while we were nooning. 

Saturday, August 7-This day we made some fourteen miles. 
Two miles brought us to Salmon Falls creek, on which we 
passed the Powell train. Six miles more brought us to Salmon 
falls, where we nooned. Took in water and theri ascended the 
bluff. The road was very hHly and dusty. Our camp was in 
the sage and sand, with abundance of grass. 
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mile below the spring; no grass. Our camp was on a branch 
of good water; grass tolerable g-ood. 

Wednesday, August 18-This day we traveled about thirteen 
miles. Passed the hot springs. The road run along the river 
the most part of the time. No grass along the road. Our camp 
was on the hill in the sage and sand; tolerable good grass. 

Thursday, August 19-This day we made some fifteen miles. 
Road pretty good, except sand and dust. Our camp was on 
the river, just below some sloughs. Pretty good grass. 

Friday, August 20-To-day we traveled some sixteen miles. 
Camped on the river late in the evening without grass. 

Saturday, August 21-This day we traveled some five or six 
miles, which brought us to near Fort Boise. \Ye turned our 
cattle on an island hard by, which was covered with good grass. 
We remained in camp until the morning. 

Sunday, August 22-This day we were left by Mr. Buell and 
family. We traveled fifteen miles. The road was very dusty; 
no water by the way. Our camp was on the ~falheur bottom; 
good grass. The Powell train camped close by. 

Monday, August 23-This day we remained in camp till 
afternoon. We then hitched up and tra,·eled some five or six 
miles ,and encamped in the sage and greasewood. 

Tuesday, August 24-This day we traveled some fifteen 
miles to Birch creek, which we found pretty near dry, but suf
ficient of water for our cattle and good springs for camp use. 
After traveling about five miles we passed a lone spring, where 
we watered our teams in buckets. 

Wednesday, August 25-This day ,..,·e tra,·eled some sixteen 
miles. Eight miles brought us to Burnt rh·er, along which we 
found some very rough road; abundance of grass, but it is all 
dry. 

Thursday, August 26-This day we made !!Orne eight or nine 
miles. Encamped by a fine spring branch; plenty of dry grass. 
Powell camp close by. 

Friday, August 27-This day we· traveled some ten or twelve 
mites. Crossed the creek six times, then traveled up a spring 

·.r 
\ ,, 

j 



THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REUNION 

at noon. Water was carried up the blufl' for 
Onr camp w'a.s _in an opening on the mountain. 
and wood, but no water. Powell train .passed. 

noon and night. 
Plenty of grass 

Sunday, September 5-This day we traveled some seven or 
eight miles. The road was rough and dusty to a considerable 
extent. We camped in an opening in the timber; grass plent:) 
and an excellent spring. This day our hand left us. 

Monday, September 6-This <lay we traveled about twelve 
miles, which brought us to the valley of the Umatilla. Water 
and wood; grazing only middling. To-day we had a delightful 
yiew of the surrounding country. 

Tuesday. September 7-This day we traveled some twelve 
miles and encamped at the crossing of .the river. Out of pro
visions and family sick. 

\\! ednesday, September 8-This day we traveled some ten 
or twelve miles. The road runs along the va1Jey for three miles, 
then over the bluff. Our camp ,vas on the bluff. Very difficult 
matter to get cattle down to water. 

Thursday, September 9.-This day we traveled about nine
teen miles. Nine miles brought us to the agency, a~d ten more 
to Elder creek; the last nine miles heavy sand. 

Friday, September 10-This day we remained in camp. We 
left Mr. Turner in camp. 

Saturday, September 11-This day we traveled some eighteen 
miles over some very heavy road. We traveled till after dark 
to get to a spring, where we encamped, weary and tired enough. 

Sunday, September 12-This day we made about eighteen 
miles. Roads pref-ty heavy and hilly. Watered at the well 
springs, and encamped at \Villow creek, where we arrived after 
night, very tired, indeed. 

Monday, September 13-This day we remained in camp; 
very windy and d'i.1sty. 

Tuesday, September 14....:..This day we traveled about twent.)' 
miles. The road was hilly, but generally hard. \\. e encamped 
in a perfect bed of sand by a small spring, where we arrived 
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Saturday, September 25-Thic; day we marle ::ome ten or 
tweh·e miles. TraYeled down a lo:1g and ,·ery ba<: hill to Indian 
creek. "·here we camped. Bot1ght l-r,me pntatr,e~ at the rate of 
$4 per bushel. 

Sunday, September 26-This day we traYeled some nine or 
ten miles. Pulled up Indian crc<:>k hill, amnng the wor~t on the 
road. Our camp ·was on Three-:;\lile bottom. 

Monday, September 2i-This day we tra,·e!fd about nine 
miles. Three miles brought us to the gate; six miles more 
to a small spring, where we camped for the night. 

Tuesday. September 28-This day we tra,·eled about twelve 
miles. Road tolerable good; one very bad hill to come down. 
Our camp ,\·as among the pines, near tbe creek; hrowsc pretty 
good. 

\Vedncsclay, September 2!l- This day we made !-nme twelve 
miles over bad ruad and rainy day. \\'e camped at the foot 
of Summit hill. Stormed all night, and some snow. 

Thursday, September 30-This day we tran~lecl about six 
miles. Very bad road. Rained all day; some snow; rained dt1r
ing the night; everything wet and cold. Family ~ick and out 
of bread. 

Friday, October 1-This day made some six or eight miles. 
Road worse. Ceased to storm toward night. \Ve camped 
among the whort1eberties; good browse for cattle and children. 

Saturday, October 2-This day we remained in camp. 

Sunday, October 3-This day we traYeled some ten miles. 
Road very bad. Passed over Laurel hill, which was very steep 
and difficult to get down. Crossed Zigzag; traYeled some three 
or four miles along its bottom, and encamped; poor camp. 

Monday, October 4-This day we made about six miles. 
Road pretty rough. Got a good camp: plenty of good grass. 

Tuesday, October 
Road tolerable good. 
good camp. 

5-This day we traveled some ten miles. 
Crossed Sandy. Camped in the bottom; 

Wednesday, October 6-This day we made about six miles. 
Some pretty smart hills to pull up. Ot1r camp was in a fern 
opening; good camp. 
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