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OVERLAND JOUhNEY TO CALIFORNIA; -i55 
wu announced, " be shot down to a m,rn," A midst 
all thesl!. '!difying reprqen1ations, tlie're are one or 
two facts clearly esl3blished. The market.s in 
California are· awampcd with goods, and the mines 
,rilh men ; and our transatlantic tontcmporaric11 
repeat, in worda of most aerioua warning, that 
though 11uccesa in this speculation ia by no means 
certain to create competence, failure will inevitably 
entail utter ruin. The diggina are no places for 
the hone11t and well-meaning emigrllllt, The labor 
and hardships aro sure, the gain problematical ; 
and the probable result of the whole discovery 
bids fair to be confined to a supply of gold obtained 
with such toil r.nd in such distant regions, that tlio 
net value of tho produce will be reduced to an ordi­
nsry level. 

From the Cincinnati Osutte. 

OVERLAND JOUltNEY TO CALIFORNIA, 

BY lit, POWELL, 

OuR party was composed of ten persons-a very 
amall number, when compared to the many mam­
moth companies forming when we len the States, 
who were to undertake the same journey. The 
belief wns then quite prevalent that it would bo 
unsafe to set out on the perilous and, I mny odd, 
arduous task of crossing tho plains, unless in large 
bodies. Experience, the lamp th:it guides the 
shrewd, has ere this taught many the fallacy of 
the idea. LaTge companies, composed of a hete­
rngcncous mass of insubordinate spirits, seemingly, 
were organized upon the principle that numbers, 
with the capital that numbers would command, 
was the all-important object to be attained for pro­
tection and succet<s. On the contrary, joint stock 
comj>:inies have all the dis:tdvantuges without nny 
of the real benefits that tend to insure a pleasant 
and speedy r.xpedition. The restless spirit natu­
ral lo ad,·enturous men soon brealcs out in com­
pl.,ints 11g:ii11st the officc,rs for 11ume real or fancied 
neglect of duty, while others lament that thr.y have 
to bear more than their proportion of the hardships 
of the journey; and there is another class that finrl 
fault with everything. that is done, without their 
views being first consu I ted, or else the idea ori gi­
nated with them; and lastly, there are those who 
are 1100n disheartened, and lag behind, and in this 
way keep the more enterprising back, like the 
hz,-,atudent at college, until he is dral!ged on by 
his class, and put through by main force. These 
causes for disagreement generally result, before the 
company reaches the second fort, in a disorganiza­
lion, and the adoption of tl1e motto, " Every one 
fur himself," or, tho formation of small parlicii, 
and in this way they are morn likely to succeed. 

We left St. Juecph enrly in Juno. ]L Wllll a 
beautiful day. lloneath the hrilliant and cloudless 
sky all nature seemed to wear a countenance of 
~heerfuluess, aud the resplendent rays of a morn-
1ng aun ·made the large drops of dew, that hung 
rr_om each leaf •_nd twig, sparkle like a thousand 
diamonds. The .clouds of dappled gray, that in 
the e1111t first denote tho approach of morning, had 

no aoone·r faded awa,-., th:m, the g-rt'Cn tree• aong 
their 1mng in the notes ut;,die foathered tribe· lhat 
eYerywhere filled I heir blanches. A 11 turned to 
tnke n parting look at the last white aettlement 
that wo shonld see bcforo reaching the end of our 
journey. Thero it calmly lay, aa ir asleep, with 
ila neat white houses shining out from the dBrk 
green foliage, whilo the diverBified fuco or nature, 
in hill, valley, and plain, rendered the view ex• 
tremely beautiful. It seemed to dis:rppcar behind 
us upon the verge of two immenaities--civiliza• 
tion upon· the onu hand, and barl111riam upon tho 
other. 

,ve crossed the MiB:!ouri, nnil pnn11ed the well­
worn rood, windinir our wny with 1md hearts, for 
our thoughts were far off' with thoae nt homo, 
whom wo might never again bcliold-all before 
us seemed enveloped · in q1e dark 11all of uncer­
tainty, oil behind u11 was tho translucent aunshino 
of happiness and prosperity. Evllry one of tho 
party became oppm1sed with thonghta peculiar to 
himself, and lost in reilection-e11ch one preserved 
a moody silence. The Bcorching rays of a hot 
sun beat down upon us with intolerahle oppres­
sion; but as we entered the wuod11 through which 
our road lay, we consoled ourse!Yes with lhe 
thought that the sunny part of the road was a 
ldnd of probationary slate, to fit us for the enjoy­
ment of the groves, with the pleasant air and cool 
shaJe •incident to them. The first day's journey 
was rather monotonous. One of our p:irly, Mr. 
Green, had for several days previous heen suffer­
ing with premonitory symptoms of d1olera, and 
he concluded to return. Ucport11 from Rumor with 
his many tongues, that 

From the orient to 1he drooping west, 
l\fokes the wind hi» p01t-hor,.e, • -· 
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brought lo our ears accounl.!I tl1at the cholera had 
broken out with fearful violence nmong- thuso who 
had precoded us, nml 11trango stories were toltl of 
those who, being seized, were deserter! hy tlmir 
company, and lefi to die uncared for and alone on 
the plains. One of the propensities of the human 
mind is to exaggerate, :ind circumstances of a 11im­
ple nature need only distance and mystery to be 
attached to them, and tlie imagination will com­
plete tho story, nnd maim marvcllously cruel things 
out of trifles. We parted from our comrade with 
many regrets, but hava·not yet had any reason to 
believe these fearful stories that rumor blew in 
every eye, until tears ·did drown the wind. 

The first night out our tent was pitched, and 
mules picketed· in the forest, with supplies of wood 
and wa(or d1ose at hand. Soon after dark tho 
sentinel was stnlioneil, and we lay down, but did 
not got to sleep u11til "far ayont tho twal." Our 
thoughts were of golden dreams in tho futnre, and 
we were talking of plans to ensure success to our 
enterprise. Now, we would think of tho novelty 
of our situation, of the restlessness peculiar to 
Amorican character, and of the 11imilarity of these 
expeditions to those that preceded us, by a few 
hundred years, from the old worlJ, which history 

I 



' 

\ 

rested in a. huge fi15t, not unlike a brown loaf in 
reseml,lance. Hi11 walk w11a fa11t and 11teady : as 
he came up . opposite to me, humming an Iri11h 
tune, I inquire~ where ho waa bonnd. _ .. To Cal­
ifornia, air," he replied, with a peculiar twinkle 
o( hi11 small gray eyes. The idea was so no,el, 
to think that he would attempt a three moritha' 
journey, aolitary and alone, acroaa a country total• 
ly unknown to him, without friends, acqnaintances, 
or prc,1ision11 to laat him any length. of time, that 
I at first began to doubt his sincerity. Ilut on he 
w:ui going, and would soon have lei\ our party 
behinJ, if i, hlld not been proposed to him that he 
join our company. He accepted, and is now one 
of us. He has turned out to be an original genius, 
and witty, II! you m:iy well suppose. We have 
given him the name of" Tall Walker," although 
ho diauowa any claim to it, but aaya he was chris­
tened Pierce Flemminir, in county Mayo. 

Numbers of deer and antelope are to be aeen, 
but too far olf to get a shot at them. The h11nta• 
man of our compllny ia Joseph Taylor. Who is 
there that has vi11i1.ed, for a few years pMt, th<' 
"'ell known place of re11ort called Sportmao 'a Hall, 
near Cincinnati, and not heard of the soul of good 
company and marksman, Joe Taylor! Ile stiJI 
continues with his ahot gun, or rifle, to lie equal 
to any emergency with II JH>ssihility of !!ncccsa; 
Wild turkeys, ducks, and 11nipo are frequently 
brought in by him, allcr an ahscmce of but an ho11r 
or two. 

STORM ON TIU: PIIAIRIE. 

On the 25th of June, cncampetl upon the open 
plain without wood or water. We are compelled 
to drink from the stagnant pools in the holes on 
the prairie, so intense is our thirst. The air is 
hot an<l oppressive. Dark clo~ds were looming 
up in the south•wcst, inclicating tho approach of 
anpply in the stormy clouds. A thunder storm on 
the prairie is a. fearful sight. All was rendered 
anug at 0 11r quarters, like any ship nt sra, at the 
lint distant sound of Vulcan's anvil, who is 11till 
forging the 1Egian shield for Jupiter, not unlike 
the noise of 

Armoreni, accomplisl1in!l' tl1e knights, 
'':Hh lna.iy hammen closin!( rivcta up, 
G1vo dreadful nutc of prep1m1tio11, 

The wagons were arranged to form a hollow 
square, with the tent erected in the centre; the 
mules were picketed at a abort distance on the 
outside. The clouds rolled up, and drifted across 
the aky with fearful velocity. Various-sized birds 
went crying through the air, now flying almost 

SaW II0fflethlng Jn tne Rppt:anrncc, VI "'"'""''~'" ,._ 

lure, that warned them to flee from npproo.ching 
d11nger. All becomes calm. " It ie too audden to 
be· of Jong duration. The cloud bnnkl become 
more denae· and darke?--they eecm to lie bui a 
few yards above the surface of tbe earth. It 
grows dark u· night. Of a 11udden, the atmoe­
phcre is in 11 blaze: und, wilh awful rapidity, peal 
nficr peal of thunder m~kce t!!,I!. ,nry ,;m111nd trem• 
hie. Aa the liret sheet of limpid fire illumc1 thJ 
darkness, in11tn11tly followed by a crash like the 
aounJ of falling towera-the terror-11tricken ani­
mals burst their fastenings and run wildly before 
the stonn. The llood-gatea of the sky are opened, 
and everything ia deluged with water. The ocean 
itaelf eeemcd lifted from its bed, and home in a 
volume through the air ; it bunt, and poured down 
the whole of its contenla on our de,oted heads, in 
the far distant plains of the Anahuac, The vie,. 
Jenee of ·the tempe11t aoon passed by, Long and 
difficult was· the task of recovering our mule, 
again, and it was not till after a race of eume 
miles. Our quarters were rendered most uncom• 
furtable, everything wet through-tent blown 
down, wagons upaet, trunka burst open, and, what 
to me was a more 11erioua 101111 than any inconYen• 
ience I folt, my writing material• weri~n~ 
deetroycd. Tho storm wna over ahno11t 1111 sudden 
as it rose. 

An,1 tho firmnmont now gloweil 
With .livid sapphire. lle•pcru,1 that led 
The starry ho•I, r0tle brightest, ull tho moon 
H.i8ing in clourled 11Jajebty1 nl length, 
Ap1nue111 queen, unntll'fl her peerless light, 
And u'N the dark her 11ilver m11ude 1hrtw. 

Without light, or fire, other than the light r,( 

heaven, we lay down upon the wet msttresscs, and 
forgot our trouble:, aa sleep, the 11ni,crs.1I Jc,eller, 
11tole o'er our brows with leaden leg11 and batty 
wings. 

There are many things to cheer the emigrant11 
while on their long march, and nnt the leaat nf 
thcae is the new11 occuionally received by tele­
graph. Be not a11toni!lhed when I tell you that 
the telegraph ,11 extended along tho r011d lo Cali• 
fornia. I do not mean tho f?Teat Lightning King, 
O'Riley'e, but II line c11tabli11hcd by tho emigrant.a 
themael~ea, fur their own con,-enience. I will ex• 
plain. .At different pointa along the road there 
nre 11heeta or writing paper nailed up high on the 
treea by those who hue gone on before. They 
are generally headed with the name of the officers 
of each company, and from what elate they came, 
and then commences a detail of events occurring 
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dnwn the rolld, ho being- still ahead of us. Hie 
mule wna !muled with gnmo ; and tho firal words 
we had from him, aa he galloped within hailing 
,li~tance, were, "More news by telegraph !" 
" \Vhul is it!" returned &0me ·half doien voices 
al once. "Dupuy, of St. Louis, died of cholera. 
yrstr.rdny; hi11 comrany llre six or eight hou?tl 
ahcnd of ue." I learned the news .nt tho tolfl• 
gn1phio station (nn oak tree) nbout two miles up 
the Nlad. 

On the 2Rth of Jnne, at morning's dawn, our 
liulo train pursued its way nlong tho margin of the 
Little Hine river, nnd a11 the road turned to the 
len lr.o.viug the prairie far behind, I turned to 
tnke o. ln11t look nt its broad green surface, nml, 
with a sigh, involuntnrily repented the lines, 

Oh! the Jmlfrlo ll'n Is the home for me, 
For 1h1:re I nm Inn! of 11\1 I see; 

The ch111c, lhe ch11se, o'er the boundless waste, 
And ila gn1ssy course for me. , 

We nre r.ow enterin!l' the Po.wnce region. The 
\'icio1111 hnbits of the Indian trihe from which it 
tnkea ita Mme nro such, thnt all the emigrants nre 
doubly vigilant while in their country, and it is 
e111tomnry to increase the number of the guard at 
night. Their thieving propensities are such that 
a white man will lose the very coat.from his back 
aml tho boots from his foet, between sleeping and 
waking, srnrcely being aware of it until fairly 
nro1111t•tl, nnd then lrn hceomcs sonsihle of the liict 
that tl1cy hllvo been stolen from him. The Arabian 
tale of the three sharpers thnt stole from the coun­
tryman, who wns tnking a gont to the Oagdad mar­
ket, his gont, hia mule, and hia elothes from hi:i 
back, without he suspecting it until too late, is a 
more nothing to the stories I hear of these Indians, 
Somo of them I will trnnafor to pnpcr nt tho ear­
lic~t opportunity. From tho Little Blue river the 
rond stretches · across the country a distance of 
twenty-eight miles lo the Platte river. \Ve 
rnsscd through flue bottom lands, a dark luxuriant 
soil, covered for the spnce of a hundred y:ml4 with 
hu!T'alo skulls. The picturesque scenery sur• 
rounding tho entrance to this valley, brought to 
mind the romantic myth of tho Northmen. Im-
11irinnlion pictured' ~mong the bones, tall warriors 
drinking their fiery draught from the 11kulls of 
those whom they hnve killed in battle, and dancing 
their drunken w:1r-d1rnce in Odin'11 Jinlls, and on 
\he mead cf Valhallah. · 

Passing- the ]ow bottom l:inds, we reached the 
b:mka of the Platte river; purauing its course a 
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Grand Island, thrf!e hundred and twenty-eight 
milc11 from St. Joseph. We reached it on the 
30th of June, about mid-day, and encamped on the 
]ow plot in front of it. Found plenty or. soldiers, 
and a blacksmith '11 ahop. The latter we have had 
oecnsion to.call pretty loudly for, considering the 
little experience ench one of our party has had in 
that line of busineea. The Yenerahle deacendant 
of Vulcan, with his ns11i11tante 1 sot>m to be in great 
demnnd, as a large number of emigrants are wait­
ing here to make repairs, and to give their mnles 
time to recover from the effects of over-driving. 



Thou!l'ht nn thought, a co11ntlr11 throng, 
U.u,h~-J, chuing couutll'H thoughts alung, 

until lfT&clnally we foll into droway alumhora, from 
which we were arou11od by tho sharp crack of a 
rifle, cloac by tho tent. A 11 ' aprang to our feet, 
and hurried out to {nquiro the cauao. Our guard, 
the veritable Jim Cohb, had fired the shot, as ho 
e:iid, u.t a thief who was among tho mulea. Upon 
examination, two of our bo,t mulca were gono: 
All immediately gn.vo chase in various directions, 
but it turned out to no purpoae. \Vhen morning 
dawned, we could distinctly Jrnco them from the 
pickell, and determined tn follow. Lawrence, 
Cobb, Davia, Taylor, and myself, eompo11cd the 
party, and wo proceeded on tho tr11il of them for 
over thirty miles, when wo met a party of Osago 
Indians, who told us, in answer tu our inquiries, 
that they h1ul met a white man with our identical 
mule,, making all spoe,I towards Fort Leaven­
worth. Ho was an expert thief, and probably 
bad watched our party for tho express purpoP.e of 
making us p:trt company with our inv11)nable prop­
erty. Wo gnve up the chaise and returned, being 
compelled by the loss to abandon one of our wag­
oms. · }~rum this encamping ground to the mission 
or llgeney station of tho Sacs anti Foxes, we found 
the roaJs almost imp&.&Snblti. The cholera aei~ed 
Dr. Charles Duncombe, of Nt!W York, another of 
our pnrty, nnd, nt his urgent request, wo Jen him 
in the ca,re of tho kind and gcntlurnanly Colonel 
Vaughan, commander of tho at11tion, 

On the 18th of. Juno, crossed the Neimhaw 
river, and entered upon tho plains. \Ve experi­
encod much annoyance from the mules ; they are 
atubboru animals, and VJlry harJ to control·; some­
time, in their freaka it i11 imposaiblc to move them 
forward an inch ; the more you beat them the 
more obatinate they beeume, until they &re at laai 
pacified by being coued iuto a-forward locomo­
tion. The one I ride has thrown me twice, but 
without doing me any more -injury tlum a aeYere_ 
knock on the head. lie bended me, by planting 
his foru,fo11t firmly out at an ang~e of forty-five 
dogrooa, and with his head pretty well down, he 
gnve a anJ,1011 renr with bis -hind-log11, thnt sent 
me o .. er hi, head in a hurry. Thia kind of ground 
and lofty tumbling ia very common, I undenitand, 
ainong no,rhiatea in the mule-riding busineas. 

\Ve pursued our way through the aun all day 
long, and on ·the .afternoon of the 10th of June, 
we were, to allow tlie Uiberniani3m, out. of .eight 
of land• U1e eye searching in vain for a tree or 

ao faahio:111ble 1n the ;::,tatea u .01acacc1am1 • ur 
Drienti's, but to u11 the signal for gearin1 up, and 
to breakfast; and u the aun ridea from his green 
b&l, we 11rci on the road for our day's journey. 
Have pnsaed a large number of gravea, a fearful 
mark of the ravagea of the epi<lemic among the 
emi{lrants"who preceded 1111. On one of them we 
could distinctly read the name of" William Chap, 
man, of Cincinnati, died May 10th." It was trarcd 
on a rude hoard for a headstone, and also, " Dr. 
Ryan, of Ohio, died May 23d." Many other 
newly-made graves were along the road11ide, and 
aomo of them were lorn up hy wolves, and the 
bones were scattered around bleaching in lhe eun. 
It was a aad sight to behold them, and one well 
c:ilculated to fill ua with gloomy bodinga of the 
future. At one place the bones and skulls were 
110 numerously torn from the graves and strewn 
over the prairies, that it resembled a field month• 
af\er b11ttle, where 

Foe and fri,nd mingle in the dust alike; 
Uut now 'tis o'er, like the wave sunk down. 

l\l01111 th, winds a ttquiem 1ong, 
To ljlirita of the bones that Lleach tht: ground. 

Af\er endeavoring to learn the names of the un­
fortunates, without aueeeaa, we continued on, p:w­
i,,g over thea~~yeyard11 as quickly as possible. 

On the a(te,r1~the 20th of June, reached 
the banks of the Little Blue river, after a journey 
or nearly a month. What a change haa come 
over 111 ! 110 altered in appearance that we should 
scarcely be recognizc4 by our mo11t intimate 
friends. 

Imagine to yourself, far out on the prairie, sur­
roun,led by te:ims and live-stock., a picturesque 
itr<mp, eight in number, with complexions tanned 
to a color part•king of a glowing twilight tinge, 
between a white and a black, or the shade between 
night and day, all with long shaggy beanls and 
moustache, · broad-brimmed ' hats, and red llannel 
shirts on--one washing clothes, another making 
bread, others shoeing the mulea, and doing t'hll 
blacksmithing in general for the company, the rest 
of the group carrying wood and water, and feed· 
ing the stock, and you complete the picture. We 
hovo no idlcra, no l011ngor11; all arc huay at some­
thing whilo there i1dight to see. Tiu, tra1111i1iuo 
from our luxurious home fare, and euy manner 
of living, to pickled pork and uh bacon, and tint 
hardships incident to an overland journey, ar11 tO 

great, as not eaaily to be conceived, except by 
those who aru able to Ctlntraat the dilference ho­
tween them . by experience. There i.a much ex 
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