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COVERLD WAGON DAYS
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The original Journal written by Belinda Cooley Fickett to her Ferents
in Van Buren Co. Iowa, on her journey across the Flains from Iowa to
California in 1853

Left Southeaster Iowa, Van Buren COsw=——== April 12, 1853

Arrived in Union City Celifornia=~e==—w=- Septerber 1y, 1853

Occupants of the Covered Wagon Were:
James Pickett and wife Belinda Cooley Fickett
with their three sons:

Aszhel Cooley Fickett age 1l yeers

Samuel LeRoy Fickett age 9 yeers

James McKendrie Fickett ege 6 years
and

Frank Cooley, brother of Belinda

In Jowa were= Rev.isahel Cooley ( Ferents of Belinda
¥rs dilley Cowdrey Cooley(

noon " Mrs. Sally Cooley Coleman ( Sister of Belinda
Mr. John Colman(Coleman)? ( Rrother-~in-law %

The ebove 21l moved from Athens, Ohio to Jan Buren Co. Towa, in 18uy,
bought 100 azcres of land, mostly timber. Cut enouh timber to build the
family home, which was the first double log cebin in that section of Iowe,

before Iowa was a State.

Belinda was a great lover of horses and always owned a spirited riding
horse, Took her horse with her on trek across the Flains

The James Fickett family, after arriving in California, staked their claim
in Coloma, Calif. end estazblished their home there while in Celif. Coloma
is on the beautiful American River and where Gold was discovered.

#This information was given to me by Mack McGuire Kutzner of Mermphis, lo.
and the following note was penned at the bottom of the page.

#This lady is buried in Lebanon, JTowe Cemetery and was a neice of my Great-
great Grandfather Cooley. iack .icCuire KutZner.
%% This name is written both Colman and Colemen.
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'COFY
COVERtD WAGON DAYS

Journal written by Belinda Cooley Fickett, 1853-1855

April 12, 1853~ We 1lift our home at helf past three in the evening,
traveled four miles-- spent rather a restless night.

April 13,~ Lrose this morning some what refreshed and in quite good spirits,
though I found it very hard to pert with my much beloved neice. I rode two
miles on horse back, then was compelled to retreat to the wzgon on account
of the hard wind. We have had a very tedious day, but not withstanding &11
this we traveled 15 miles and hed a very comfortable nights lodgeinge

4pril 1l4,- This morning is very cold but we rolled out, caught up with =
number of emigrants bound for California and Oregon~-=- about eleven o'clocke
The sun came out and was very pleasant. I crept out of the wagon and got
on my horse, this I find is much pleasanter than riding in the wagon. We
have put up tonipht with a courle of 0ld folks. I feel guite unwell. We
have traveled 20 miles and are now comfortable seated by a pleasant fire
chatting with the old folks at home.

April 15,~- Eolled out this morning very cold and unplessaent and very bad
roads. At five o'clock this evening tie rain began to decend upon us, Half
past six, we put up among very kind peorle in a small unfinished cabin
with 2 sod chimey,~--a cooking stove one side of the fire place and a loom
on the other side. You can imagine our chances for getting werm snd dry
was rather unfovorsble. The men and boys are went and cold. There are
seventeen souls of us here tonight. We are all in very pood humor. We have
traveled ly miles today.

&pril 16,- Fretty cold morning but notwithstanding the cold, we rolled out

at seven o! clock, traveled four miles- caught up with ¥r. Werners and Foste
erfields at DODG:RS FOLiT. We talked a few moments with trem and then rooledx
on. We have passed 25 teams since we left TrOY. We heve traveled 22 miles
today and spread out tent for the first time. Struck up a fire and Frank
(Belinda's brother) and the boys ( Asahel, sack, Koy,- 11, 9, and 6 yeers
old) - are taking care of the team and Fickett( her husband James)- is
getting supper.

I believe are all feel quite well satisfied at present. We are in & settle-
ment, but is is a very dry one, focd is scerce for our team. Corn 50¢ per
bushel.,

April 17,~ Arose this morning in very good spirits, ate our breakfast
took up our tent and rooled on. We have had a besutiful day- camped early
tonight, it being SABBATH. The ground is very wet for cemping but we will
do the best we cane. There is a large crowd of emigrants here to night. A11
seems to be right with us. We have traveled 11 miles todaye.

April 18,~ Rolled out this morning quite esrly, traveled five miles, caught
up with Mr. Anible end sisten Dunden. I saw them a mile before us, and
knew them. I put my horse on the gazllop &nd soon found myself in their
compeny. Mrs Dunden and Caleb were very m ch surrrised to see us. The rain
is beginning to fall. We are going down into the timber to camp. The wind
blows, the lightening flashed, the thunder roars. We are to night

% spelled from the original.
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with our tents srread on the bank of SHARITON RIVER. This is a very cold
storm. Corn $1.00 a bushel. We will leave here in the morning. Mr. Anible
telks of staying 2 wks.

April 19, - We started out this morning, left our Keosauqua train behind.
We have had a pretty cool day, but have been very comfortable. We payed
«60¢ a dozen for eggs, today at noon then traveled on 10 miles and camp-
ed on the bank of CAMF CREiK,=- the clouds are disappearing. This is a
beautiful evening, we are baking tonight and are spending a very pleasant
eveninge &£ number of emigrants camped here 1o night.

kpril 20,- Cloudy and cool. We treveled til eleven o'clock on verv good
road then we met with a very bed place but however we got through without
any difficulty of note. We have had bad road this afternoon- we have
traveled 22 mile today. Paid one dollar per bushel for corn. Got no rough
food, the prospect for grass is poor. We have spread our tent to night

on the bank of SEVEN ILE CRL:iK, some 20 souls of us here to night.

April 21,~- Arose this morning in usual health, eat our breskfast, and fed
ovr acattle and started at 7 o'clocks In about fifteen minutes the light=-
ening began to flash, the thunder roar snd rain youred down upon us s
if the windows of heaven were opened upon us. About eleven o! clock the
rain ceased-- some very bad rosds todey. I heve not been out of the wagon
today, but there hare a number of ladies in our company thazt heve walked
and helped drive and yoke cattle until their skirts and stocking are wet
and muddy to their knees. Our team has rooled through some bad places
as yet, but we have helped a number that nave stuck fast in the mud. We
have crossed Grand River and pitched our tent again. Very wet and strong
wind trhis afternoon. We have had a real Jowa gust rain and wind. I don't
know as we ever will have any plezsnat wezther, todey has been a2 hard day
poth: on the man and beast and to night is no better. The wind is very
cold and blows so hard we can't have any fire to do much good. We heave
made out to boil the tea kettle. The ground is wet end cold. If you could
only see us here to night you would surely think that we were in a billious
place., The wagon is the only place that T czn be comfortsble. Franklin anc
the clildren sleep in the tent and they say they are very comfortable. de
have traveled 10 miles today.

hpril 22,~ I never experienced such a night es last was in my life, the
wind blew so very herd thet I thought the wzgon would blow awaye. I feel
rather unwell this morning, however we rolled out,- have had a disagree=~
eble day. We have camped to night in the middle of 2 large prairie,=- no
corn for our stock and no wood to mzke anv fire and this is not the worst of
it. We are not in sight of timber, this is rather a dull show for our stock.
Seven families of us here in this herd ylace- we all happened to have

bread bzked, the men and boys are gethering weeks to boil our teakettles.

We have traveled 22 miles today. The men all appear to be in good spirits.
The wind blows so cold that I dare not put my head out of the wagon. I
call such times tolerably billious. The lightening is beginning to flash

in the south gnd we will know whet the result will be in a few moments by
the loud roesring of the thunder and wind.

April 23,~ We find ourselves all alive this morning and scme of the
crowd wet zs water will make thems. In fact most of the company are wet. I
think I hever witnessed a more stormy night than the last one has been.
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Qur wagon stood the storm without being injured, the wind blew so very
hard thet it forced the water through on one side but we menaged to keep
most of the tings dry. Our children and every thing in the ten is almost
floating in water, nearly all the tents blew down. Mr. Ferkins wagon bows
were broken with the violence of the storm. The men are gathering up

the teams,- and the rain is pouring but we must try to get to timber for we
are suffering here for want of fire. Well, we left here and traveled until
noon trrough the rain and cold wind hoping to come to timber scon but our
hopes were soon blzsted. We have come to & stream swimming deep, and here
we are 16 teams, and men wet and cold. Rain pouring, wind blowing, nothing
for our stock, wet tents in our wsgons and thets not all,- for nearly every
thing is wet here. We be piled in our wzagons to keer from perishing. There
cant be a tent spread on account of the herd wind. It would do but little
good at any rate, for the water is hslf boot too deep &ll over the ground.
There is no esrthly chance to get sway from here tonight. Strong, heerty
men say they must perish here to night. If we were in the timber we cowld
do very well, but ohl here we are men, women and children, cattle and
horses on this bleak preirie end not a shrub to shelter us from the severity
of the storm. To suffer is our destiny. Fickett is now lying in the wagon
with 2 chill caused by riding in the rain all the fore noon. He is out of
his head. It is enough to set any men crazy to see his femily and concerns
in such & condition. 3ut we are fer more comfortable than the most of our
neighbors. We are suffering with the cold axd must suffer worse if not die.
We will feed our stock flour eand we cen subsist on the ginger bread that
my dear ‘4other bzked for us before we left home. T never saw such times
before, how shell I stend this-~I can't telle. I hezve not even & comfort-
sble place to sit. Six of us here in the wagon,~ the ren wet and muddy,

and Asahel and LeHoy not mich better. It hes gotten so cRld and the storm
is incressing to such an extent thet the boys are ovlijed to remain in the
wagon but the men are obliged to see to their stock. Oh my God, save us or
we perish--some forty soulses

Lpril 24y,~ Our rrospect, this morning for getting away from here is very
discourageing troul the rain hes ceased,~ the hail £nd snow are now pelt=-
down upon us. ifr. Fickett and a number of men have gone to see if there

is not a chence to head the stream. If we heve to stzy here we must undoubt-
edly loose our teams and our lives. It we have to remsin in this condition
much longer, gingerbread and rew meat without tea or coffee. Our neighbors
live on raw meet end crackers, and we have plenty of water thet you would
naturally suppose. The wind blows very hsrd and cold. #e have not got dry
clothes enough to keep us werme I am now just on the point of giving up to
die on this bleak preirie. iy prayer is that God will open up some wey for
our escape. On, my Cod deliver us from this place of suffering,I know it is
in they power to do so. The men heve just returned,=- no chence to head

the Branch, now what is to be done. Well, one man ventured to swim his
horse across and rode on & short distance and returned with the joyful
intelligence, that there was timber two miles shead. The stream is fall=-
ing-~=-all hands now contriveing now to get over., Well the stream is

narrow but deep. Every wagon must be unloeded and one driven in for a bridge
and the things carried across. This is something of 2 job, but 21l hands
are at work. To our greet joy and setisfaction, I can truly say thet we
have all got scross and sefe and are pleesantly situated in a beautiful
grove, 411 are well but very much fateauged and htungry,- but the way we

are baking the bread and frying the bacon is not slow.
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The clouds have passed. This is & rleasant evening. I feel thankful to the
Giver of all good that has delivered us from such extreme suffering~ noth-
ing lost except two cows and a calf, they chilled to death.

April 25,~ Very pleasant this morning. We unloaded our wsgons, our rrov-
isions were some wet. We have washed, cocked and dried our things. It

has been a beautiful day,~ we are within one mile of the little FINTOAWAY
on a sort of a temporary concern called & bridge. We drove five miles
from here and came to BIG FINTOTAWAY# end here we will have to build a
bridge before we can cross. The men will build one this afternoon.

4pril 27,- Got up this morning,- all well, very plessant indeed. Cooley
and FPickett shaved this morning for the first time since we have been on
the road. We traveled 15 miles,~ came to0 & river too deep to drive thro=-
ugh. A great number of emigrents here. The men drove their cattle and
horses through the river and slid the wagons across on poles. We have
camped here on this Bottom=- the grass begins to look green,-~ the rain is
beginning to srrinkle down upon us poor emigrents,--all appearence of

a rainy night.

April 28,- The rain is pouring in torrents, grezt time for ducks but

rether hard on feeble women end children. I stey in the wagon all such

times as this, and ir. Fickett waits upon me. One poor feeble lady in

our Company- and she has to do the cooking for her femily, rain or shine.
iny man that will meke his wife do the cooking out in the rein and mud

and water shoe deep in the bargin aught to be entirely deprrived of fem-

ale society. He would cook his own grub for 211 of my doing it. Corn two
dollars and a ha2lf per bushel. Gress very short. We have to mzke but a short
distance in a day, so 2s to give our tezms time to graze.

Lpril 29,- Rolled out tris morning. 2 very cold wind, had scme tilliocus
road,~ got along without any difficulty of note,--the grass is quite good
in the revenes,- we 21l seem to be quite hapyy to ni;ht. The a2ir is rether
cold to be really comfortable. We treveled 15 miles todzy.

April 30,- We have hed good roads today. Come to Indian Village,~ Fick~-
ett boucht some pies~ a dime for one pie, quite cheer. The crust not one
bit of shortning in it, the arrle wss about es thick as the back of a
case knife, I know they are equsl to the ray pie, the gingerbrezd. I am
not further enough advanced to even care tc undertake it. Corn 2.00 per
bushels. We have traveled 8 mile to day. This is going to Celifornia slow
but I hope sure.

May 1,- Raining this morning, the wind blew very herd all night. About
nine @' clock this morning tre rein ceassed then we rolled out treveled 15
miles. Passes through a sm2ll settlement, grass is getting very good.
Jemes( Belinde's husband) is lame all over but he keeps moving doing all
he is able, snd more thst he ought to do, I feel very unwell, so m:ch
wet weather disagrees with me. I am so leme end stiff thet I can hardly
get up when I am downy,- I still hope for better times.

# Spelling from the original.
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May 2, - Arose this morning Fickett and myself in very poor health. I
have washed up the dishes after breakfast then got into the wagon and

went to bed. I have had a pretty sick day. About 3 o'clock this after=-
noon, we met 8 Indians all painted in read and green stripes. They ceme
up to the men end asked for money, shook hands very friendly but they
look very savage end ugly. One Chief in company. They are dressed in
Indian style. They came to the wagon and asked me for money but I soon
give them to understand that they would not get any money from me. The
most of the company gave them some money. Fickett told them to leave,
or he would give them what they needed. This evening, we pitched our
tents and while we were eating our suppers, one JIndian came to our tent
on & begging scsle, but got no favors. Pickett told him to " picaches"
and thet quick=-~ he traveled from our tent, suddenly went to another
tent and complained bitterly of Fickett, said ' no good white man, very
bad.! We traveled 15 miles todey.

May 3, = Rolled out this morning very pleasant, traveled few mile~net
several Indizns. The Chief wes dressed in style, his ears filled with
trinkets and his head with feathers end beads,~ also his legs were zdorned
with beads znd & turkey buzzards teil hung to the back of his neck. He
Jooked as though he thought 'who is like unto me.' We amused ourselves
looking and talking with them a short time. We have treveled ly miles to
day and cemped within 3 miles of GANLSVILLE.

fay y,~- Left camr this morning~ rained ¢ small shower on us this forenocone.
We got to COURCIL BLUrF CITY about noon. The grestest place for trading I
ever say. We got 200 pounds lard, bread, snd 30 pounds bzcon. The streets
are full of wagons, horses, mules, poneys, cattle, cows, dogs, men, women
and ci:ildren. wWe passed through town, drove down on the bottom - two miles
from the ferry. We will regulate our things a little before we lezve here.
We heve traveled 5 miles todav.

HMay 5,~ Stayed in Camp todey. I hed & very severe headache this after noon,
feel some better to nite. Kundreds of families camped in this bottom. They
are crossing the river by the scores., We expect to cross scon, but how
soon, I don't know.

day 6,~ Still in Camp. Fickett end 4r. Boardman and ir. Johnson from
Missouri ere sitting by the fire telking and laughing merrily, slso Frank
is with them. I am just rrepering to go to bed. It is sprinkling rain,
perhaps we will have & raziny night.

May 7,- We rooled to the ferry this morning with the expectation of cross-
ing but cennot,- 316 wagons in before us. This is a very cold windy day.

The MISSO'RI RIVER is very high but falling some now. The banks are caveing,
trees turning up by their roots,= it looks like the bsnks would all tumble
into the river. Such crowding and sweering znd threstening, I never saw

in my life- nor do I wish to see again. We are here to night, our wagons

are near the wester azs we dare have them resdy to cross in the morninge.

May 8,- We were on the boat this morning before sunrise,~ she landed us

out of the UNITLD STATiS a few moments after sun rise in yperfect safety.

We trzveled 5 miles and come to grzss and camped by an Indian wigwam.

Here we crossed & very gad little stream, the Indians had bridged it and
wanted us to pay but we did not for it wess so bad thet Mr. Boardmens

wagen turned over, his wife and two youngest children were in the wagon but
were not injured.

(Icga was the western boundery line of the U.S. When they crossed the Miss-
ouri River they were in unorgerized¥*Terryitory-- Neb., Kansas, N. & S. Dak-
“Spelling from the original.
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ota, etc.in territory---until they reached California.)

The Indians then carried brush and fixed it gquite good and said no more to
us about pay. This afternoon a Company crossed the bridge and refused to pay
the Indians any thing-~this enraged them very much, they gave the wer hoop
end there was soon a number which ceme well armed with muskets and rifles.
The Company went on and the Indians undertock to persue them, but they were
drunk end only went & short distance until they returned. They ceme to our
tents, shook hands very friendly until they spied “4r. Boerdman, they took
him to be the men that struck an Indian, end would not pay them anything for
crossing the bridge. Two of the Indiens drew their rifles at him in full det-
ermination to kill him, and undoubtedly would, but our @men ceaught their

guns and revolvers and mede signs of war, and the Indians dropped their guns
and made hasty signs of peace. You better believe, here was 2 frightened set
of women and children. I expected every bresth, to see ifr. Joczrdman fall e
victim, if he had we would heve had csome Indian scelrs thats certain. lc-
Kendee says, " he is too little to be out here among the Indians." The Indians
fFut szcross the Creek to their shenty and are now singing very merrily. 30
wagons camped here to ni,ht.

Aey 9,- Left camp, treveled 5 miles and csmped agein. Very cold for the
sezson. -High winds.

Azy 10,- Arose this morning after spending e restless night watching our
teems. Saw no Indians. This hes been & very cold day. I have suffered for
2 number of days with sore moutn and throuat, it ies now eltogether in my
mouth,~ I cen't tell whet cause it but I exrect the cold weather is the
czuse of ite

May 11, = vYery cool wind and very dusty. Got ti LLK HORN &zbout noon, here
we hed to pey $3.00 per wegon znd 9l.0C & hezé for stock. We swam our stock
over e¢nd drove a few rods from the benk ¢ad cemred. Traveled 12 miles to
day.

Hey 12,= Left LK HORN this morning, hed some bed rosds on the low rlat
bottom- then we struck up on a high bottom. This is the rrettiest road I
ever saw. Traveled 19 miles and camped on s branch of SHELL CRL=K.

iay 13,- uite & cool morning,- the mest beautiful rozd I ever saw. It

is 2lmost as level s a2 house floor. We zre on FLATTE KRIVER bottom. This
is a2 beautiful country, if timber was plenty. This bottom is from & to 20
miles wide, some timber along the bank but none where we are some three
miles back from the river. We have treveled 80 #* miles today, good grass
for our stock, good water and no wood. We gathered weeds and boiled our
teakettles and fryed our meat. Our pastures here tofore hes been s toler-
ably good goose pastures.

Mey 1ly,- Awakened this morning by the low roazring of thunder and wind,
presently the rain dashed just enough to ley the dust. Ve started on our
journey, the wind still rising, at noon we had a reel desh of rain and
severe wind. It did not last long, the rain did not, but the wind increased.
we heve camped to night near timber, the wind still rising, the wagon
shekes so thet is is most impossible for me to write. The wheels are locked
and it appears to me thet the wagons will blow to rieces. Some wegons

## it appears to me that this must be a missprint. DVD.
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have lost their covers. .r. Boerdmans wagon end ours stend side by side end
his tent sat between and tied to the wagon wheels. This is going to California?
He waw &n antelope galloping across the plain to day very swiftly. £ few mom-
ents since an mens hat blew off end it went with twice the raridity thzt tie
antelope did. I don't know but the het went to Texas, we watched it till it
went out of our sight over the Flains. We 2ll laughed at the poor emiprents
loss, but 1t so haprened, he hed eanother. We heve traveled 22 mile today.

May 15,- Left camp this morning, treveled on til 10 o'clock. Came to loup
fork of PLATIE RIVER,- we crossed et 2 o! clock on the seme dsy. Three
dollars per wsgon and swam our stock. After we got over it was like to be
some time before the team would be reedy to stert, so r. Fickett advised
me to ride on with Mr. Graham to his camp gbont five mile distent- so I
mo.nted on my horse end off we sterted at good speed, but we Lzd not gone
but a short distence until we discovered an srmy of Indians come in our
left. We rode on, not 2 single train nor camr in sight. In & very short
time we were surrounded by 300 Fewnee Indisns, 211 on horse bzck with rif=-
les, bows end arrows, srears end knives,---I felt considersbly unsessy, but
they rode up by the side of us and shook hands in token of friendship, slap-
ping their hends on their nsked breasts and exclaiming in good Fawnee. we
rode on to cemp, 2nd the Indians went 2z few rods beyond us and cemped. Our
tean soon ceme in after us. Nine wegons of us in company to night but the
most of the company ere very umneasy. If they are disposed to teke our
scelps,- they can with ease, for 30 ageinst 30CC will be & dull show. It is
midnight and 21l is ri ht. I shell commit myself and femily, snd compzny
into the hands of the £1lmight, end retire to rest, knowing thet he is zble
to keep us from the hand of the savsge.

A8y 16,~- We erose this morning gquite well, no Larm done by tne Indiens.
Very rleesent morning but this efternoon we hed e reel PL/TTE RIVLE storm.
We have camped tonight in z lerpe preirie, poor gress, no wood.

May 17,- tfter a stormy night, we heve zrose to see whet ine prosject is,

good or bad. The prospect is rether gloosy, we ere considerable wet in our
wagons. Je have treveled 12 miles todsy znd cz. yed on good gress. The sun

shone out beeutifully this evening. ile have syread out cur wet clotles to

dry. 20 meles in our Company &nd no femesle but myself. Ch, how I miss fem-
ale society but this is poing to Czlifornia.

Mey 16,- Sterted from caip this morning, trsveled 1il noon £ad cemped,
unloaded~ now drying and washing our things. £11 in good spririts. We mede
12 miles this fore noon.

May 19,- Very cool this morning,- we have had some very bad roads, very

poor gress and 50 miles, before we come to timber. We cen cerry wood for

the stoves. £11 who a2re green enought to come this journey should be 21l
meens bring & sheet iron stove. / few weeds or sticks in a stove will boil
your teskettle~ fry your meet and bzke your bresd, all in & few moments
time, and keer your tent warm in the bergin. & person would went 4 yoke of
cettle to haul wood enough along here to bake out in the rein in z bake oven
eand not have them lozded with any thing but wood. ¥We hzve traveled 1¢ miles
to daye

“py 20,~- Rolled out this morning- had some very bed roeds. Afout 2 this
afternoon we got to PRAIHIE CR:hiK. We had to slide our wz ons over on poles.
We are 211 safe over. 15 miles today.
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May 21,- We arose this morning snd journeyed on. This is the first warm day
we heve had this spring. At noon we came to WOOD CREEK. Here we had to un-
load our wagons end cork one wagon bed and use it for a2 boat. We are ell
over sefe and loaded again. A storm is coming up. We will soon feel the sev=-
erity of the wind eand rein. Traveled 10 miles.

May 22,- Started late this morning. Ireveled 12 miles and Eamped. Come to
good feed end wood. James is getting supper. 1 am not well.

May 23,- Beautifil morning. We left cemp eerly, treveled 20 mile, cemped on
the banks of FLf/TT RIVER opposite GREND ISLEND. Poor grass.

May 2y,- Left cemp et 7 o! clock tnis morning, very good cemping places by
driving 2 or 3 mile from the road. Traveled 23 mile to dezy.

Hay 25,~ Raining this morning, very cold, however we sterted and treveled
4 miles. The storm was s0 herd we had to stop and srreed our tents on
BIWFALO CRLEK.

ey 26,- Left cemp et 8 o' clock this morning, misty end cold. £t one tris
after noon we ceme on tne benks of FL/TIL RIJeir, most beautiful to behold
and mysterious. 2o bluffs, ro benks c¢i note, strange to see a river 2 mile
wide in the preirie with out benks or timber. There zre z very few scat~
tering trees #nd smell islends in the river,~- so green end beesutiful to
look across the river,=- the weter looks hi;her than the ground. The river
is high. We treveled 12 miles todey,=- the rain is pourin; down upon us.

Hey 27,~ Left cemp 2t ¢ o' clock this morning. We heve hed some very bzd
road. Crossed send 3luffs, stuck down on the sottom- crossed SKUNK CRLLK
and cemped. Good grass, poor weter, - tinctured with zlkeli. Treveled 20
miles this deye.

May 29,~ Very cold ead bed roed most of the dey. We passed through Fawnee
Swamp, crossed several bed creeks. FEWNL: SFRIN(S, is at upper end of the
swarmp. wWwe heve camped tc night on FL/TTE RIVER. We are zll well. We travel-
ed 20 mile to daye.

May 30,-Reiny and cold tris morning. £fter noon the rein ceased, we cemp-
ed near an Islend which nes scme willows cn it. £ number of the men rode
over and got some to burn. This will be the lest wood we can get for 200
miles. We shall carry encugh slong to boil our teakettles snd fry our meat.
We treveled 10 miles to dey.

May 30,= Very cold morning and extremely bad. Rode till noon then the sun
care out and we got out of the swamp znd heve hed a very pleasant after-
noon. We have had a small hail storm late this evening and has the appear-
ance of a stormy night. We crossed north BLUFF CRikK today. We have rolled
18 miles. BLUFF CRLEX is very beautiful shallow and wide with quick sand
bottom, but good crossing.

June 1,- Left camp this merning at seven. Zbout 10 the rain commenced. We
crossed east foot of StwWp BLUFF? then crossed BUFFALO CRLEK? left the sends.
The rain has poured down on us this afternocn in torrents. wWe camped on the
bank of FLATTL RIVER. Still raining, wind blows very cold, hard on emigrants.
We have treveled 16 miles through the rain.
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June 2,- Very cold this morning. I heerd one man say thet " it was cold
enough to freeze cows horns off". We hesve hed dreadful bad road pert of
the day. Had to double teams. I thouiht we would 211 go down out of sight.
Teams swemped down. Ladies pulled off their stocking end shoes end took it
a foot throigh the mud a2nd weter avove their kneesy=-this is true for I
was an eye -witness. I steyed in the wzgon. Very werm after noon. We passed
CLD/R BLUFFS to dsy. This is e changesble country. There is a heesvy storm
comimg. We have tugged 20 mile todzy.

June 3,- Rainy and cold, we left cemp £t & o' clock. 3z¢ rosd at 11 o'clock,
a hard wind storm, very little rezin. We have camped to nipht on FLATT RIVEE.
First rete grass. The rzin is ccming duwn very ecsy. We heve treveled 18

mile today.

June 4,=- Cloudy but plezsent this fcrenoon, but reiny £:1d cold this efter-
noor.] feel very unwell. 'Je heve cemped in the muid, poor .rass. e hsve so
much rein thet this valley is very muddy. We heve tridged 15 mile to dey
through the mud sna rain.

June S5,- Left camp this morning zfter ¢ severe stormy night. This morming
FL4 TTE RIVER velley overflowed. ¥We sterted for hi her groand. Ireveled 2
mile, got into guick sencs end hed e dreedful time pettin. out. It wes
about 4 rods tc souna ground. Cettle ené horses end men would erresr to be
on so:nd ground and the next ster they would go down elmost out of si;ht.
I wes frightened very much. LeRoy end .cKendres screzmed with fesr, but
efter & long herd struggle, we got tiowyh without seriocus injury. We drove
up ocn high ground end cemped.

June é,= Still in cemp. 4 of the horses in the compeny gone. sen ere on the
search of them. Very pleasant dey. FLfITL AI/eR is rising.

June 7,= Still in cemp. Eave not found ti:e rorses. (uite z plessant dey.
L little rain end heil this evening.

June €,- Left cemp this morning. Horses not found. 2 men in sesrch of them.
I rode ané helyed drive the loose stock to day, am very tired to night. T
will dry up driving stock. I woat work sy way throwh unless I em compelled
to. When I ride my horse it is for pleasure and health. We -passed COURTEOUSE
ROCK, it is on the south side of the river. ¥We traveled 22 mile.

June &,- Very werm dey. we are camped on FLI/TTL RIVLR orrosite SCOTTS BLUFFS.
Rev. Hilton Jimerson is buried at this Bluff--is the prettiest plece I ever
looked upon. The river is high end tszhel is very sick, if not, I should

hsve crossed the river end visited his greve. I feel very uneasy sbout
Lscrel.

June 10,~ Very warm znd pleesant. I am very unwell. Asahel is some better.
Mr. Fickett is sick. 21 miles todey end in si ht of LiRL.Z FRAK.

June 11,~ I am very unwell. Fickett is better. Asahel is better. LeRoy wes
tzken very bed with flux this morning but it is a little better this even-
ing. We treveled 13 miles todey znd got to timber.

June 12,~ We are now within 8 miles of FORT LARAMIEL (Wyo.) 20 miles todey.
Last night we had a dresdful experience. The dreasded Blackfeet Indiens
swarmed down form the mountains, and were on the wer patn. We were quite
uneary znd Pickett feared there mi;ht be trouble in camp. So he ley neer
the opening of the wegon with his gun et his side. It was late and every




<16

thing was quiet. Then we heard sliiht crackles, as if some one wzs cautious-
ly moving in the bushes near by. Pickett ley with his finger on the trigger
of his gun, thet never fails or misses. But he knew that our little group of
emigrants had & small chance if we were being zttacked by 2 tripe of Indizns.
I was very efraid and T held my children close. When all of a2 sudden en ugly,
war painted Indian jumped up before us with rzised tomahewk ready to strike.
Pickett lay there ready to shoot, but instead, moaned and groaned-' white

man sick, small pocks, very sick's And you never hesrd such wild scrambling
of Indiens through the thicket. From the sound there must hzve been hundreds.
They feered swmall pocks, for Indians heve been dying in greet numbers frox
the white mans disease.Thus & bit of stretigy ssved some 30 souls. We were
proctected by our Maker snd preyers snswered.

June 13,~ Fine morning. We 2ll feel better zfter our narrow escepe lest
night. We see a greet many Indisns moving. They festen long poles on the
sides of their ponies and large dogs, and let the other ead drzg on the
ground. Their belongings e¢re then pecked and fastened on the poles. I sleso
saw severzl Squews and Fepoose riding in lesrge beskets festened to the
poles. The squaws do all the work, They ere the Sioux Indisns end quite e
respecteble looking tribe. We tessed quite £ large Indian Villege near FT.
ItRAMIE. The Fort is e lerge trading rost of store, smithy, bakery, =ill
and tennery wnere buffalo is cured and tanned end bought by the Indie:ss.
Today we treveled 16 nmiles.

June ly,~ £ very cool but pleasent morning. We heve hed rough rosd todey
crossing the BLACK HILLS?- very rocky znd steer. The rills looked beaut-

iful, all covered with ceders. £11 is right with us to night.Treveled 1€
miles.

June 15,~- Very pleasant, good rozds ell dey. Cemped to niyht where we have
good weter. Treveled 20 miles todey.

June lc,~- Steyed in cemp todey. I wes teken down with the flux.
June 17,- Very sick, but traveled 1€ miles.
June 18,- Still very sick but scne ecsier. Very weak. 19 miles todey.

June 19,- Staying in camp. I was very sick in the forenoon but some better
ton ig‘h te

June 20,- Made & good trevel todey. I am very weazk but considersbly better..
June 21,- I rode horseback 2 or 3 miles this morning. Feel better tonight.

June 22,- I am geining slowly. We asre in sight of snow, quite cold. The
snow is on LAREIE FRLK,( southern znd eastern Wyo.)

June 23,- Very cold, good rozds but quite dusty. Very poor gress and weter.
We burn sage brush for fuel.

June 2y4,- (uite plessent but cool. Ice froze in our wash besin this morn-
ing. The road was very dusty. I rode horseback ell day. We crossed SWLiT
WATER on e flosting bridge. The men razn the wegons over by hand and swam
the cattle. It cost $2.00 per wegon. I rode across on my horse. Some of
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the men that I knew not, seid™ thst womsn was more courageous than wise." I
thought to myself, ' What will the poor cowards do about it'= I had &s soon
risk myself on my horse zs to risk wadeing*over shoe top deep weter. This
bridge is near INDEF:NDLNCL ROCK. We ceamped tonight near DEVILS GATE. I peep~
ed through the Gzte but being rether unwell,;I did not view it but little.

It is & doleful looking place.

June 25,~ We rolled out this morning, found 2 very dusty roed. It was very
windy. I sometimes thought it would blow me off from my horse, but I was in
luck,- it merely blew my dress over my head. Ne camped on SWEETWATER in the
ROCKY MOUNTAINS. The mountein scenery is very pleasant.

June 26,- Very pleesant. We stayed in cemp neerly ell day. Treveled 5 miles
to & fresh spot of gress and cemped. We £ll ate & hearty surper.

June 27,~ Very cold and high wind. The dust and sand blew sc that we were
compelled to stop. Snow close to us.

June 28,~ Very cold morning and & very windy dsy but we mede 2 good trzvel.

June 29,~ Cold snd windy. Very sendy rosd which made treveling very dis-
agreeable. Snow on the mountains near us.

June 30,~ Very pleasent and quite werm. We camred, &t noon on SWERLTW/ TLR
RIVLR, to rest.

July 1l,- Very cold. We heve treveled todesy through mounteins znd snow.
Where we crossed SW:ZT4/TER this afternoon, the snow wes 20 feet deer
above end below the ford.

July 2,- Very cold morning eand high wind. fbout noon we pessed tnrough the
South Fess. We are now descending the ROCKY MOUITADTIS and ere in the FACIFICZ
REGIONS4=--230 miles from Selt Leke City. we ere camped to night at the
PLCIFIC SFRINGS?-~-there is # placksmith shop here kept by the Mormans.

July 3,-~ We stayed in camp until noon, then sterted out,- trsveled € miles
and cemped. Flenty of szge brush but gress very scerce. & very werm day,
can see beautiful mounteains covered with snow, on the north of us.

July y4,~ Cool but pleazsent. We found ice in our wash bzsin this morning.

We poor emigrsnts celebrested the fourth snuffing the dust and inheleing

the very offensive smell of the dead cettle thet lay thick along the road.
We camped tonight on LITTLE SANDY, no gress. No wonder the cattle die
here.

July 5,- Very pleasant, good roed but very little grass. We are camped
tonight on BIG SANDY and the mosquitoes are about to teke us. But I think
we are too hazrd for them.

July 6,~ Beautiful dey but very dusty. We have had our supper and are now
sterting across the GREEN RIVER DESSERT. Only 12 miles across this, is a
new route called KINNEY CUT OFF, making it 52 miles shorter, for which we
are thankful.

*spelled from the original.
KIWNEY CUT OFF--is it possible this might be one of my Kinney Ancestors®??
ved.
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July 7,- We crossed GRLLN RIVER this morning in a boat, six dollers per
wegon end one deollar per head for loose stock. We swam our cettle. Ve find
poor feed and & dull chence for wood.

July 8,- Good roeds, good grass in plsces. We have good weter end gress
tonight and & good chance of Gallinippers. .

July 9,~ Very pleasant. We have been treveling today over GRirN RIVLR
MOUNT# INS, first rete weter and ;ood gress. We cemped tonight between two
large mountains on & bezutiful stream. Fickett went up on the side of the
mountain and got a pail of snow tc meke tsca. This is very nice for the 9th.
of Julye.

July 1C,~ Very pleasant. We traveled 1C miles and over scme very high
mounteins. When we came to HiMS FORK of BELR KRIVER we cemped. Here I sold
my linen dress to & squaw for two dollzrs cesh. I bought £11 the tish we
could eat 2t one meal of en Indizn boy for & pint cup. These Indians ere
called the Snskes znd ere & very friendly tribe. I must confess thst this
is the first time thet I wes ever guilty of buying sndé selling cn the
Lords Day, and I trust it will be the lest.

July 1l,- Left cemp this morning end heve been climbing ur end down BLLR
kIVLE MOTNTAINS &1l dey. We f'ind these mounteins very high znd steer in mzuy
places. I rode horsebeck 2ll dey, the rest welked.

July 12,- Very cold. I hezve never suffered sny more with cold in my life es
I heve this morning. The mountein is very steer znd rocky. 1 rode horsebsck
for I did not feel safe in the wagon. I rode on end on until T thought T
should surely perish. I then dismounted &nd tried it on foot in order tc get
werm but £11 in vain. The wind blew so herd from the snow mounteins that I
could herdly breath, the wind bein; in my face end trhe dust to my shoe tors.
I rersevered on as well as I could ané presently sried & cluster of bushes
besice the roed. I hestened on to therm and threw myself down or the ground,=-
the sun shone werm on me and the bushes broke the cold wind from me, then I
soon got werm. By the time I was nice and werm zgain the team e&ni wegon canme
along. I got on my horse end went a little furtker, btut wes obliped to re-
treat to the wezgon and go to bed. I feel very well tonipzht £nd zole to est

e heerty suprer.

July 13,- We started from camp this morning end treveled 12 miles across
TOMAEAWKS #ORF of BEAR HIVER end cemped. ¥irst rete grass.

July ly,- Steyed in cemr. There is 2 Ireding Fost kept here. The mountzin
air is rure end sweet. i

July 15,- Rolled out this morning, 211 in usuel heslth. Orossed some trem-
endous mountains. We camped tonizht between two lerge mounteins on 2 besut-
iful stresm of water. We heve delightful weter in the mountains. We bought
some butter todey zt & Trading Tost, 50¢ per pound. It is fresh from Sglt

Leke City,- very good Morman butter. 5

July 16,- Today we heve hed good roesds, good grass and good weter. We camp-
ed tonight on BEAR RIVER. Bezutiful fish in this river,- spotted trout.

July 17,- Sterted out from cemp, treveled 12 miles end came to SOD# SFRINGS
end SThLMBOLT SFRINGS, here we cemped. There is a8 Treding Fost here owned by
*he Yormons. These ormons zre very clever. It is sixty miles from here to
Salt Lake City and the iformons come out here to buy the worn down and lame
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stock. The Springs are quite &z curiosity,- the ground jers as you welk over
it end sounds very hollow. No doubt but this hes been & volcenic eruption, =
the rocks look like they had been burnt done thousand yesrs before they were
blown out. The boiling of the wazter is caused by fire undoubtedly. The Steam~
boet Spring is about Blood werm. The Sode Springs are cool end tsste like our
soda.. It is counted very healthful by the mountzineers. The Springs beil as
hard as you every saw water boil but still the weter is cool. It mzde me
shudder to ride over the ground nesr the Steamboat Spring, such a doleful,
hollow sound but not-with-stzndin; 11 this, I treveled 211 sround them end
viewed them closely.

July 18,- Rolled ocut for & deys journey. Ifreveled 2C miles, good rosds, goocd
gresg, snd weter.

July 19,- We have traveled over mountzins sll dsy,- bed rosds, very werm &nd
dusty. I em not well. We heve just crossed 2 Creek on & bridge,~ .25 cents
toll. We heve camped end ere now in CKLGOM TLERITCRY.

July 2C,- Mede & very good travel to dey. Camped tonizht near muddy WILLOJ
CREEX. We drcve up & cznyon to & Srring where we could have pgood fecod for
the stock end good wood,

July 21,~ We sterted tiis morning st 3 o'clock in order to get up throuph
the cenyon before the heat of the dey. The Cenyon is five miles through znd
the meunteins sre very high on either side.- there is just room enough for
the wegen to go petween the mountzins, getting dow: this mountsin zlmest
cets me. Tt is very rocky end steep, merely room encugh for the wagon to
pass between the rocks,- the driver has tc walk on the side of the mountain
above the team,- sometimes at quite an elevzticn. We got down szfely into a
valley thien treveled some distance tc casp by e fine Spring. we have trevel=-
ed 20 mileg todey.

July 22,~- (Leroy's birthdey) Very Cool. we hzd 2 beautiful thunder shcwer this
eveninge. I &am not well nor heve I been for the pest ten days, the heet over-
cones me. The mornings end evenings ere plessant tut the middle of the day is
very hot and oprressive. We heve czaped between twe large mounteins with good
water, the grass will do but we would rrefer better. We traveled up a canion%
this afternoon thet the mountains were so high on either side that it mede my
head swim fo look tc the top of the momteins. I rode horseoceck todsy. This

is LeRoy's birthéey end we had e mess of potatoes for dinner,- 15 cents rer
pound. They tested first rete out of the Unitea Stetes snd the lend of Civil-
izetion.

July 23,~ Very pleesent, good rosds, good grass, good weter, very good reslth
and plenty to ezt end what more could we went? One thing more we want and
thet is,~ we are enxious to get over into Californie, and then we will want
something else, I believe thet humen beings are bound never to feel satisfied,
I firmly think some of our curiosities will be satisfied by the time we get
through this!

July 24,~ Fretty bad roed, very pleasant over head, good grass, water and very
good health. We heve trsveled 15 miles today.

July 25,~ Very pleasant, good grase end weter,=- rough roed this afternoon but
the most beautiful rocks that I ever heheld. The rocks zre very large and of
2ll. shepes with the names of people written in large black letters nearly 3
cover the rocks. Some names zre 50 to 100 feet highs I wezlked around and

% from the originel spelling.
#*¥% even in 1£53 pecple were writing their nemes every place.
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viewed them, read nasmes until T geve out and got on my horse and rode from one
rock to the other all afterncon and read names until I nesrly ruined my eyes.

The rocks ere light color #nd the sun shone so bright, it mede it herd on the

eyes. But the eye is never satisfied with seeing, nor the ezr with heearing.

July 25,- Very rough road end very high mcuntezins. We heve traveled over GOOSL
RIVER MOUNTLINS, all day. Camped on the river to night, good feed. My eyes are
very sore, to psy for locking &1t those beautiful rocks yesterdsy. Today we have
passed some begutiful mounteins,--the work of art can't comyare with that of
nztures art.

July 27,- Very plessent, good gress snd water. (Good road most of the dey, very
dusty.

July 2€,- Hough rosds. We came down on TPOUSAND SFRING VILLEY late this even-
ing, gooc wezter, poor feed. f grezt meny people end lots of stock here at
this Treding Fost,- fresh from Secrezmento City.

July 29,- Good roeds,; gress and weter.

July 3C,- Remsined in cemp &1l dey. Fickett is sick, elsc one of the lzdies
in the Jcmpery is sick, I feel somewhet cisccuregecd. We heve lost one cke
of our czttle end more yoke is leme, yei not-with-standing #£11 our bzd luck,
I think Frovidence will provide.

July 31,- Holledé out this morning, quite cool, good roeds but dreedfully
dusty. Some of trhe time the dust grose in such clouds that it wes impoessible
to see the hezcs of cur wheel cattle nor could voui see the team beyond our
wegon. This is herd on men end bezst. We zre now out of the velley end it is
not dustye. Ye cemped te ni kT by & syring in the meunteins, ;o0d press and

e cool plezsent evening. I mede e olfckberry pie for surrer, very good,-

2ll it lzcked wes creere. This pile wes mede out of berries trazt mpy little
boys ricked in Jowes end my ceer fother dried them, not knowiny nor rerhars
even thinkin; thet her deughter end grendsons shold eat pies mede out of
them, out of the UNIF:L STLTLS” but it is even so.. I rolled my crust on the
bottom of my bread pan with ¢ tent pin which served in the plece of a roll-
ing pin. I hed & rolling pin and z bresd bozrd but we threw them eway, zlsc
our tent, in order tc lighten the load for tre teains. The Loy sieep under
the wegone I heng quilts srcund the wagon. This is really going tec Calil-
ernis. I have not seer an elerkant nor don't expect to before I get to
Czlifornia. I shouldn't wonder if T should see him there. We traveled 15
miles tOday.

bugust 1,~ Very pleasant dey snd very, very bad roeds this afternoon. %e
trzveled down through e canion* which wes very rocky and the mountains on
eecn side of us were very high, steep end rocky. Cne would sugrpose it im-
possible to get through between those lofty mounteins with £ wagon. Fecple
that were never gmong the mountsins would postively think it wss dangerous
to even ride horsebsck down suck 2 looking place, end it surely is, unless
your horse is sure footed. I rode all the sey through, feerless of denger
end carried my umbrells over me. Loout the middle of the cenyon, there ir

e Spring of clear water voiling out from under z rock, werm enough for dish
water end & little szlty. McKendree hes not forgotten to meke strenge re-
merks gbout things of various kinds. He szys, " if it had not been for him,
these mountesins never would have been here."

* from the original spelling.
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August 2,- Fleasant over heed but very dusty wrich mekes it very dises-
greeazble. We are camped to night in HUMGOLT VALLLY. Good feed. The grass
is knee high ena fine ss thimothy and zs thick &s it can stend and there
is slso ecres covered with wild rye, ripher then s mans head snd stands
end stende thick on the ground as I every saw rye stand in the UNITED
STLTES. This looks beeutiful weveing in the wind. The cattle =nd horses
do not like the rye ss well as they do the gress. This Vzlley in 1850 wes
perfectly berren.

rugust 3,- Very cool end pleasent dey for treveling but the dust has been
very bad some of the time. The dust flew so thick one could herdly see an
inch from his nose. We are cemped on EU4BOLT RIVER? (Nev.) Good grass.

August 4,~ We hzve treveled over mounteins most of the dey end camped tonipht
on HU.BOLT, good gress and water not very bed.

Ahugust 5,~ Cood rosds, pood food, not extrz weter.

kugust t,~ We have been treveling over lerge moanteins wost of the day end
camped tonight be the mest besutiful Spring 3rench thet T ever sew. £ few
Indians here and 2 Treding Fost. These Indiesns zre celled "Rootdi, gers,"tihey
will stezk. ¥We heve passed through the Shewnee tribe of Indirns. They ere
very poor, elmost neked, end very peecescvle. They will £1l steal if they

get the chence, they ere herd looking customers.

hugust 7,~ We have been traveling over highk hkocky .lounteins £11 dey but heve
gotten down to the HUMBCLT RIV:ir tonightl Here we will cross the river and

go down on the south side. There is e Tredinp TYost kere owned by Califoraiins.
Williem flexsndria is here weiting for 4r. Forterfield end Ar. Werners. We
have traveled 25 miles todsy, we hed toc trevel fer in order tc pet to feec

and weter.

tugust E,- e heve hed e very disepreesble dey. Very vad rosd over the mounte
ains,~- the dust ¢ inches deep and very herd wind. We ere ewful looking crest-
ures,~ after treveling all dey in the dust,- one cen't laugh 2t the other for
we are ell the seme color. We ere camped in & very pleesent plece tonizht.
Good gress end weter.

August 9,- Very pleasznt, we hsve not hed mounteins to climb todey, some
dusty. Mede 2z good trzvel, 22 miles.

tugust 10,~ We stayed in cemp 211 dey, very cool end pleessant. ! grezt meny
camped here, I should think 10C persons. I was very unwell this afternoon
and tremendously home-sick for & few hours but I feel very hepry this after-
noory the gloomy clouds hzve pessed away end T 1look forward with a hope thet
I shall yet see better days. If it wes not for hope, the heart would cert-
ainly brezk.

August 11,- We left canmp this morning tefore & o'clock, very cold. The child-
ren end I had to pet 4in the wagon and cover up till neerly ncoon, to keer from
freezing. The wind blew from the snow mounteins. We are camped tonight where
there is good gress but poor wzter. The weter is teinted with zlksli. Some
places we have come over today, is so strong of zlkeli thet the ground smells
like an old ash~hopper, I am like the old man thet crossed the Pleins in '50,-
"I think it is the tightest place I ever wes in ", but will 2dmit we might be
in = worse plzce., We have traveled 22 miles today.
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August 12,~ We traveled 25 miles todasy without stopring. There was no grass
nor weter so we had to keer rolling until we ceme to grass and water. We have
finally got to grass and water, such as it is. We have traveled gll this dsy
through dust from 2 to 6 inches deep,~ this hes been hard on the csitle.

fugust 13,- Rolled out this morning &1l in pood spirits, pzssed several
Trading Fosts. Dry place for feed a2long here. Where there hazs been amy grass
the water has been sll over it, and the cattle snd horses mire down so the
men have to go cut the grass and bring it, is one man in our Compeny thet
hes a sythe es luck would heve it. I feel very well to night,~- 15 miles to

d&y.

tugust ly,~- Remained in camp all dey. I feel some better setisfied than T
have for some time psst. 400 miles yet teo go.

August 15,~ Sterted out this morning,- heve hzd very sandy rosd all day,-
hes been & hard dey for the teams. We heve camped, poor grass and weter end
no wood except Greese wood. HUYBOLT is a herd place on men and beast.
Traveled 12 miles.

Ltugust 16é,- L very herd day,- sandy rosd, the send & inches deer snd z very
highk wind. We heve dregged 16 miles todzy,- I am tired, tired,tired of this
way of living. This is like taking e persons life by inches.

bugust 17,~- Cool end pleeseant, & sendy rosd, no grass. £ perfect barren land,
sage brush egnd greese wood can grow spontazinously. We have found z little spot
of gress snd camped. Just enouh gress to keep our stock from sterving. If eny
person or persons which to know whet znxiety end herdship are like, set them
out to try the Flains as soon as rpossible, and I think they will find out

nany things they never dreesmed of.

tagust 1€,~ Mot 2 bit of grass to-dey. Sand end dust é inches deep and e
strong wind in the bargain. Flenty oif weter but very poor drinking. We heve
cemped on the benk of the HUMPOLT RIVER. The stock will have to subsist on
Willows. This hes been one of the herdest dayvs thet he hesve had on this
journey. ¥e have treveled 18 miles.

August 19,- Started from camp this morning, treveled 15 miles and srrived
et the 3IG MriDOW RIVER?- plenty of good grass and river weter. Very poor
wood, nothing but Grease wood to.burn out, we feel setisfied to put ur with
this znd heve our stock on good feed. Some places todesy the send hsas been

€ inches deep. We have hed no wind todey, so we zre not quite drifted under
tonight. Last night, we were a2lmost out of sight, I am not joking, for the
sand drifted in our wagon so thet every thing was covered and all one color.
I should heve been happy to have had our liklinesses taken and sent them to
the STATES.

August 20,- We have reached the sind of the HUMBOLT RIVER. This is very dif-
ferent from what I have visioned it wes. The Sind is a lerge Lake cf weter,
some say it is 16 miles in length znd from 3 to 5 miles in width. The over
flow of this river, this Spring hes run a Slew of weter 12 miles farther on
into the Desert than it ever was before. This is most favorsble.
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August 21,~ We stsrted across the Desert this morning. We have gotten along
very well, so far. This is the prettiest rosd I have ever seen. Iowa cannot
turn out es good rosds. It is almost zs level as a house floor and ss solid
es ¢ trunpike. This is the pleassntest road T heve traveled on this Journey.,
This CARSON DLSERT is an interesting plece, it is almost paved with wagon -~
iron. I heve counted 23 wagon tires in one pile, and I wno't begin to tell
how many piles I waw with from 4 to 12 tires, carriage srrings, end a little
of 21l kinds of iron also chairs, rings books and every thing thazt partained
to & wegon or carriage. I saw a grezt meny bones of cattle and horses, hor-
rible sight but a very few animals died this yeer. I hzve not seen any grest
suffering on the Desert. . few men thet were packing compleined of sore feet,
a8 hard life to live. There are severel Trading Fosts on the Desert. It is now
six o' clock in the evening. We heve storped to rest, get our suprers znd rest
our stock until 8 of clock when the moon will be ur end thken we will roll on
to C4RSOY RIV:H.

Lugust 22,- We errived at RAC TOAN on CLRSON RIVLR this morning, just at the
breck of dey, the chickens were crowin. znd everything stirring. This is cuite
a town. They heve hay end provisions to sell. Lsg. Dunden is here waiting for
his fenily. At the Desert Saloon, the #lag of Liberty is rszised end waving

in the wind. We heve our stock on first rete gress, they ere desperztely
hungry.

Lugust 23,~ Steyed in camp 11 dey. It hes been z very werm dey. Our stock
is doing well. Lverybody doing their washing and cleaning up everything.
Excuse me if you please, I heve 2 word or two more to say zbout the CAR3CYN
DLSERT. T think there were et leest 5CC gun berrels, stoves, centeens, kegs,
ect. in piles and scattered along the trzil. We burnttwe kegs to et our
surpers. Auch suffering and herdshir has been exrerienced on the very spot
where we enjfoyed our suprer. The bovs hsd & pleasant dey, trey saw soc moch
to drew their ettention. We ectuellyr hed more sport corssing the Desert than
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we heve hed 2t eny other time on the rced.

fugust 2u,- We treveled S miles end cerred. iy health is very poor. Fick-

ett is not zble to do anything. One of his legs is hedly swollen and has
turned purple. He complzine of being leme £11 over, in ®act he has been

lame ever since we left hoxe. Some of the time he h2s been so bed thet it
tock the children and I to dress him, we Lad to 1ift him up when he was

down, &nd lay him down when he hed to lie down. Fe has suffered = great decl,
sometimes he hes been so bed thet he could not put his hends to his mouth, =

T hed to feed hinm, which mede "1t haré for me. 3is feet sre so swollen thet

he is unable to get his boots on, nor ic he zble to weer them for the lest
2CC miles. Some of the Doctors szy it is rheumstism, zné some that it is
drorsy and scwme that are not so green, say it is the scurvy, no doubt it is.
I feel so bad to think thet I was so foolish to undertake this journey with
such poor health myself and with Fickett, but little better then e dezd man -
when we left home. He has grown worse ever since. This kind of traveling does
not agree with him and never did. (This was his third time scross the Flzins
and the last). If I was bzck on the old Rench, it would take something power-
frl to move me,- but I am not frightened in the lesst. I hew= not mentioned
his lameness before in my journal but since he has gotten so bed, I thought
it would be prudent to say something about him for he seys he dosen't think
he will live to get over the mounteins to California. But I think he will.
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August 25,- Todey we have traveled 15 miles over very rocky, bad rosds, 12
miles of the way was desert. I have been sick all day, aznd feel very wmwell
tonight. Ficketit is very lame, he cen scereely get in and out of the wegon
without help.

Lugust 26,- We crossed on & mile Desert this morning, very hard, sandy rosd.
Traveled 16 miles todsy, camped under some bezutiful trees on CARSON RIVLE?
good feed and wester. £ very pleasent thunder shower this evening, everythirg
looks so beautiful. It seems so good to be emongtrees after srending e sum-
mer withcut scersely seeinp e tree. £11 the timber we see crossing the Ilzins,
I think would be z sure cure for sore eyes.

bugust 27, Very good roadse. Our trevel hes been up CLRSCH! RIVii todey, gcod
feed and water. A prect men; Treding Yosts and plenty of provisions et & very
bigh price,- flour 30 cents per pound, znd otker tkings in zccordznce. Je scld

50 1bs. of flour & few days since for 3 bits rer round. We heve traveled to-
dey 1€ miles.

sugust 28,- We have traveled 1y miles to-dazy. We had our wagon tire set. Tre
pleckemith lives zt the mecuth of (old Tenyon, there erc 2 rnumber of feirilies
who live up the Canyon. There is & very pcod mine, & store encd some fine fam-
ilies nere. I met € very nice ledy here, ske is s Yankee. I srent vart of the
dey with her.. She heas & grest meny chickens, znd sells her youny hens for
6.CC dollers eacke

Auzust 29,~ Traveled 12 miles, camped,~ good gress and water. Luitc gocd faros
zlong this river. It is a beautiful velley.

tugust 30,~ Very _ood rozés. We pessed g number of f{erms tedey. Tejeterles of
#1]l kinds growing,- potatces .20 cents per round, ctrer things sccordingly.
Very high wind tkis evenin, end very cocl. vle peszed .ormen Strtion this sfter
noon. There is z Fost COff’z2e, & Liszcksmith shor, a store end ¢ bSutcrher shey

at this Stztion. It is situeted st tre foot of a mountain neer ¢ mountein
streem. The mountein is coverec with pitch pine trees from the top to the
bottom. The trces are very large end beesutif:d,

lugust 3l,~ Remained in cemp, good foed end weter. A great deal of wild clover
growing here znd 2 grect meny emigrents sre steying here to recruit their
stocke I wes offered $20C.CO for my riding horse by one of the traders, dut

I refused the gold. i{y heelth is very poor,~ I cen't welk helf as fer es 1
could before I left hcme, I feer I heve come the wrong wey for my hezlth. I

am rot zs well as I was lzst yeer, this time. All the benefit this journey

has been to me, is over the lefte.

September 1,~ Still in camp. Jemes 1s no better. Ee thinks he will loose kis
leg, if not his life,~ but I am not one bit ccncernecd zbout him. I feel bedly
to see him suffer sco much, but I don't believe he will die or loose his leg.
There zre several of his Celiforniz friends here, say it is scurvey and s
soon he gets over the mountains into California, he will get well.

September 2,~ Stil) in cemp. Fickett is no better. I feel enxious to go over
the mountains so he will get relief from his troubles. It is so cold here,
snow in sight and freezes ice every night and the wind blows so hard that we
can't have one bit of comfort, unless one would call it comfortable to have
their eyes, nose znd mouth filled with sand and dust.
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September 3,- Traveled 10 miles. Bought .cabbage, potatoes and eggs,~ 21l
raised in this velley. Fickett is zbout the same, he gets the blues very bad
sometires.

September ly,~ We have had 4 miles of good roads, then we struck intc the
ROCKY C4HYON. One would neturally suprose this road wes a mere foot path for
wild animals ruaning through among the rocks. The mountains on ezch side of
the road ere very high and rocky and covered with Fine, Ceder end Fur¥ trees
and are very large. What looks the most singulsr to me is, to see these trees
growin; tc such great size out of almost solid rock. The scenery is beautiful,
A1l through the cenyon. the riprling water flowed gquietly zlong through the
rocks, when suddenly the weter would rush over high rocks with a great roaring
sound . is was & wonderful sight. The rocks on either side of the rozd are
various sizes end just room enough for a wezgon to pass through between them
then we had to run over smsll rocks from 1 to 3 feet high. We had this kind

of roed for 7 miles. I have tried to describe the rosd to you end well as I
could in z few words but no person can form z correct ides of this place, un=-
less one can see it for themselves. Though the rozd is bad the scenery is
begutifvl, I love to ride along horseback and view it. We have traveled 11
miles teday. This is the first range of the SIERRL NEVADA MOUNTLINS.

Septerzer 5,- Very good roads. Trsveled 4 miles and cerped at the foct of the
sumnit, good grass and weter. This is & very heavy timbered country.

Septenper c¢,- Ve crossed the first Summit of the SIERRL NEVADLT, it is & great
mountain but the road is not as bed as I hed expected te find it. I rode my
horse =211 the way ur except a few sters which wes a smoothk rock, I scrambled
my way ur thet end led my horse after me. Our two yoke of czttle, took us ur
with the excertion of hslf s mile, and there we doubled teems znd then we

went up 'kiphting'! onto the first SUM4IT. Then we treveled on & few miles and
came to a Leke of good water snd lots of gress. Eere we rested and hzd dinner
then rclled over e smell rough mountein into & cenyon ot the fcot of the 2
sumaite. We heve traveled € miles to-dezy, all well except ¥r. Fickett.

September 7,~ To-dey we have rolled over the lest Summit of the SIERKA NEViIDA
MOUNT£INS. I rode horseback 2ll the wsy over. We crossed very little snow but
the wind blew very cold on the Summit. This mountain is very rocky znd steep.
When we were &t the foot of the mountein, it looked almost .impossible for &
team to gein the Summit but we gained it without any difficulty of note &nd
have trezveled several on this side, over the worst rocky rosd that I ever saw.
We have camped by a mountain stream but very little grasse.

September §,~ We hzve been traveling over mountains all dey, they sre quite
rocky but good to what they have been for the last four days. Good water but
little grass. I rode horsebeack sl1 the wey from CARSCi VALLLY? The wind wae
very strong and cold. I have taken some cold but still keep moving. I do nearly
all the work. I meke &1l the bread znd do the cooking and lately I have saddled
and un~-saddled my horse. Oh, T just went 'kighting' over the SIERKA NEVADA.
iiother hes often heard me say thet I should like to cross the Rocky Mountains,
Well, I am pretty well across and my curicsity is pretty well satisfied. I

will assure my friends in the States, that I do not escire to cross those
mountains ageaine

# from the originel spelling.
Thus ends the Journal of Belinda Cooley Fickett as I hasve it. It 2lmost appesars
as though a page were missing.

Mrs, Harley w, Dauma
. P. 0. Box 123
Little York, 1 61453
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