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COVER.ill WAGON DAYS 
from 

The original Journal written by Belinda Cooley Fickett to her Fe.rents 
in Van Buren Co. Iowa, on her journey across the Flains from Iowa to 
California in 1853 

Left Southeaster Iowa, Van Buren Co.-----April 12, 1853 

Arrived in Union City California------Septe~her 14, 1853 

Occupants of the Covered Wagon Here: 
James Pickett and wife Belinda Cooley Fickett 
with their three sons: 
Asahel Cooley' Fickett 
Samuel LeRoy Fickett 
James HcKendrie Fickett 

and 

age 11 years 
age 9 yec:rs 
age 6 years 

Frank Cooley, brother of Belinda 

In Iowa were- Rev.Asahel Cooley ( Parents of Belinda 

II II II 

1V.rs Ailley Cowdrey Cooley( 

Hrs. SalJy Cooley Coleman ( S-ister of Belinda. 
Mr. John Colman(Colem.an)? ( Brother-in-law ~ 

, 

The above all moved from J_thens, Ohio to Jan B;:ren Co. Iowa, in 1844, 
boU{;ht JOO acres of ~-and,· mostly timber. Cut enouLh ti;1lber to build the 

farriily home, which was the first double log ca.bin in that section of Iowe, 
before Iowa was a State. 

Belinda was a great lover of horses anrl always owned a spirited riding 
horse. Took her horse with her on trek across the Flains 

The James Pickett fa."llily, after arriving in California, staked their claim 
in Coloma, Calif. and established their home there while in Calif'. Colo:na 
is on the beautiful American River and where Gold was discovered. 
-wfhis information was given to me by Hack McGuire Kutzner of 11arn:phis., l'io. 
and the following note was penned at the bottom of the page. 

*This lady is buried in Lebanon, Iowa Cemetery and was a neice of my Great­
great Grandfather Cooley. Aack AcGuire Kut.z.ner. 
iHl- This na~ is witten both Colman and Coleman. 

W oaulfll\ 
}-\ar\e" . 3 

;\•\rs. 0 ·Boi- \ l 45" 
p. . \L 6\ " 

t,itt\e 'I' ot\l., 

Verlee Chambers Daurna vr-:r,.,;. 1101 +1-.~ bed· iyp,st //V f/,e.. J<JOf-lc/ 
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COVER.t:D WAGON DAYS 
Journal written by Belinda Cooley Fickett, 1853-1855 

April 12, 1853• We lift our home at half past three in the evening, 
traveled four miles-- spent rather a restless night. 

April 13 ,- Arose this morning soim what refreshed and in quite good spirits., 
though I found it very hard to part with rey much beloved neice. I rode two 
miles on horse back, then was compelled to retreat to the wagon on account 
of the hard wind. We have had a very tedious day, but not withstanding all 
this we traveled 15 miles and had a very confortable nights lod.6eing. 

April 14,- This morning is very cold but we rolled out, caught up with a 
number of emigrants botmd for California and Oregon-- about eleven o'clock. 
The sun crone out and was very pleasant. I crept out of the wagon and got 
on my horse, this I find is much pleasanter than riding in the wagon. We 
have put up tonitht with a coui:le of old folks. I fee-1 quite unwell. We 
have traveled 20 miles and are now comfortable seated by a pleasant fire 
chatting with the old folks at hoire. 

April 15,- Rolled out this mornine very cold and unpleasant and very bad 
roads •. At five o 1clock this eveninf; the rain began to decend upon w::, l-ialf 
past six, we put -i:p a:nong very kind people in a small unfinished . cabin 
with a sod chimney, --a cookjng stove one side of the fire place and a loom 
on the other side. You can iraag:ine our chances for ~ettinE wsrm and dry 
was rather unfovorable. The men and boys are went and cold. I'here are 
seventeen souls of us here tonight. \ie are all in very ~ood humor. We have 
traveled 14 miles today. 

April 16,- Fretty cold morning but notwithstandin£ the cold, we rolled out 
at seven o I clock, traveled four miles- cau[ht up with Ylr. Warners and fost­
erfields at DODG.t.RS FOL:T. We talked a few moments with them and then rooled* 
on. We have passed 25 teams since we left TttOY. We have traveled 22 miles 
today and spread out tent for the first time. Struck up a fire and Frari.k 
(Belinda's brother) a_11d the boys ( Jsa.l'lel., :-Ia.ck, Roy,- 11, 9, e.nd 6 years 
old) - are taking care of the team and Fickett( her husband James)- is 
getting supper. 

I believe are all feel quite well satisfied at present. we are in a settle­
ment., but is is a very dry one, _food. is scarce for our team. Corn 50¢ per 
bushel. 

April 17,- Arose this morning in very rood spirits, ate our breakfast 
took up our tent and rooled on. We have had a beautiful day- camped early 
toni£,ht, it being SJ,..BBJ.'.IE. The ground is very wet for camping but we will 
do the best we can. Ynere is a large crowd of emigrants here to night. All 
seems to be right with us. We have traveled 11 miles• today • 

. April 18,- Rolled out this morning quite early, traveled five miles, caught 
up with 1'1r. Anible and sisten Dunden. I saw them a mile before us, and 
knew them. I put my horse on the gallcp snd soon found m_yself in their 
company. Hrs Dunden and Caleb. were very m ch surr rised to see us. The rain 
is beginning to fall. We are goin~ down into the timber to camp. The wind 
blows, the lightening flashed, the thunder roars. We are to night 

* spelled from the orifinal. 
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with our tents Sfread on the bank of SHARIT0N RW!:.R. This is a very cold 
storm. Corn .pl..00 a bushel. We will leave here in the morning. Mr. Anible 
talks of staying 2 wks. 

April 19., - We started out this morning, left our Keosauqua train behind. 
We have had a pretty cool day1 but have been very comfortable. We payed 
.60¢ a dozen for eggs, today at noon then traveled on 10 miles and camp­
ed on the bank of CAMF CID..E.K.,- the clouds are disappearing. This is a 
beautifuJ. evening, we are baking tonight and are spending a very pleasant 
evening. A number of emitre.nts camped here to night. 

April 20,- Cloudy and cool. We traveled til eleven o 1clock on very rood 
road then we met with aver; bad place but however we got through without 
any difficulty of note. We have had bad road this afternoon- we ha-ve 
traveled 22 mile today. Paid one dollar per bushel for c-?rn. Got no rough 
food, the Frospect for grass is poor. We have spread our tent to nibht 
on the bank of S1VEN l--ITL1 CRiliK, SOllE 20 souls of us here to nit;ht. 

April 21,- Arose this morning in usual health, eat our breakfast, and fed 
om· ~P.ttle and started at 7 o 1clock. In about fifteen minutes the li6ht­
ening began to flash, the thunder roar and rain roured down upon us as 
if the windows of heaven were opened upon us. J.bout eleven o I clock the 
rain ceased-- son:e very bad rosds today. I have not been out of the wagon 
today, but there hare a number of ladies in our company that heve walked 
and helped drive and yoke cattle until their skirts and stockinf: are wet 

and muddy to their lmees. Our team has rooled through some bad places 
as yet, but we have helped a number that nave stuck fast in the mud. We 
have crossed Grand River and ritched our tent again. Very wet and strong 
wind ttis afternoon. ·'Ile have had a real Iowa g"<:st rain and wind. I don 1t 
know as we e·.rer w:ill have any pleasnat wea.ther, today has been a hard day 
both on the rnan and beast and to night is no better. The wind is very 
cold and blows so hard we can 1t have any fire to do much good. We have 
made out to boil the tea kettle. The ground is wet and cold. If yo'l could 
only see us here to night you would surely think that we were in a. billious 
place. The wagon is the only place that :!: can be comforte·ole. !'"'ranklin s.nc­
the clildren sleep in the tent and they say they a.re very comfortable. Ne 
have traveled 10 miles todayo 

ilpril 22,- I never experienced such a ni[;ht as last was in my life, t he 
wind blew so very hard that I thought the wagon would blow away. I feel 
rather unwell this morning, however we r olled out,- have had a di sagree­
able day. We have camped to nit ht in the ;niddle of a large prairie,- no 
corn for our stock and no wood to make anv fire and this is not the worst of 
it. We are not in sight of timber, this is rather a dull show for our stock. 
Seven fa.1,rilies of us here in this hard rlace- we all hap~ned to have 
bread baked, the men an::l. boys are gathering weeks to boil our teakettles. 
We have traveled 22 miles today. The men all appear to be in f;ood spirits. 
The wind blows so cold that I dare not put m}T head out of the wagon. I 
call such times tolerably billious. The lightening is beginning to flash 
in the south e.nd we will know whet the result will be in a few moments by 
the loud roaring of the thunder and wind. 

April 23,- We find ourselves all alive this mornint and so~ of the 
crowd wet as water will make them. In fact most of the company are wet. I 
think I hever witnessed a more stornzy- night than the last one has been. 
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Our wagon stood the storm without be:ing injured, the wind blew so very 
hard thet it forced the water thro'Ul::h on one side but we managed to keep 
most of the tings dry. Our children and every thing in the ten is almost 
floating in water, nearlJ' all the tents blew down. Mr. :Perkins wagon bows 
were broken with the violence of tr.e storm. The men are gathering up 
the teams,- and the rain is pouring but we must t.ry to get to timber for we 
are suffering here for want of fire. Well, we left here and traveled until 
noon tr rough the rain and cold wind hoping to co~ to timber soon but our 
hopes were soon bh.sted. We have come to a stream swimming deep, and here 
we are 16 teams, and ?Jen wet end cold. Ra:in pourine, wind blowine, nothing 
for our stock, wet tents in our wagons and thats not ill,- for nearly every 
thing is wet here. We be piled in our weeons to keer from perishing. There 
cant be a tent spread on account of tr.e hard wind. It would do but little 
good at any rate, for the water is half boot too deep all over the ground. 
There is no esrtr.ly chance to t;.et away from here tonirht. Strong, heerty 
men say they must perish here to niE,ht. If we were in the timber we could 
do very well, but oh~ here we are ITEn, women and children, cattle and 
horses on this bleak J:rairie .r:nd not a shrub to shelter us from t he severity 
of the storm. 'ro suffer is our destiny. Fickett is now lying in the wagon 
withe chill ca~sed by riding in the rain all t he fore noon. He is out of 

. his head. It is enou€h to set any :nan crazy to see his femily and concerns 
in s uch a condition • .3"..l.t we are far more corrifortable· than the most of our 
nei£hbors. ;-le are suiferine; w:ith tbe: cold aa·id ,-:-:.ust suffer worse if not die. 
We will feed our stock flour and we can s ubsist on thE: f:,inf,er bread that 
my dear Aother baked for us before we left hone. J never saw such tines 
before, how shall I st:md this--I can 1t tell. I have not even a corrfort­
s.ble place to sit. Six of us here i:1 the wagon,- the men wet and muddy, 
and Asahel and LeRoy not m .. ch better. It he.s gotten so c~ld and tne storm 
is increasing to such an extent that the boys are obliLed to remain in the 
waEon but the men are oblited to see to their stock. Oh rrry God, save us or 
we perish--some fort;{ sotls. 

April 24,- Our rrosr€ct, this morrd.n£ for bettine; awa:: from here is very 
discoural;eine trio'1f:};_ the rain has ceased,- the hail and snow are now pelt­
down upon us. ~-fr. Fickett and a number of men have £One to see if there 
is not a chance to head the stream. If we hcve to stay here we must undoubt­
edly loose our teams and our lives. Ir we have to remain in t his condition 
much lonL.er, gingerbread and raw meat without tea or coffee .. Our neir;hbors 
live on raw meet and crackers, end we have plenty of water that you would 
naturally suppose. The wfod blows very 1->..ard and cold. ,-le have not got dry 
clothes enough to keep us warm. I a'll now just on the point of· giving up to 
die on this bleak prairie. i·fy prayer is that God will open up soroo way for 
our escape, On, rrry God deliver us from this place of suffering, ;i: know it is 
in they power to do so. The men heve just returned,- no chance to head 
the Branch, now what is to be done. Well, one man ventured to swim his 
horse across and rode on a short distance and returned witl: the joyful 
intelligence, that there was timber two miles ahead. The stream is fall­
ing---all hands now contriveing now to get over. Well the stream is 
narrow but deep. Ever/ wagon must be unloaded and one driven :m for a bridge 
and the things carried across. This is something of a job, but aU·hands 
are at work. To our gre2t joy and satisfaction, I can truly say thet we 
have all got across and sd'e end are ileasantly situated in a beautiful 
grove. All are well but very much fateaur,ed and }plm£ry,- but the way we 
are baking the bread and frying the bacon is not slow-. 



The clouds have passed. This is s pleasant evening. I feel thankful to the 
Giver of all good thet has delivered us from such extrere suffering- noth­
ing lost except two cows and a call, they chilled to dee th. 

April 25,- Very pleasant this morning. we unloaded our wagons, our frov­
isions were so~ wet. We have washed, cooked and dried our things. It 
has been a beautiful day,- we are within one mile of the little FINTOAWAY 
on a sort of a temporary concern called a bridge. We drove five miles 
from here and can~ to BIG FlNTOTJtWP.Y* and here we will have to build a 
bridge before we can cross. The men will build one this afternoon. 

April 27,- Got up this morning,- all well, very pleasant indeed. Cooley 
and Pickett shaved this mornin£ for the first time since we have been on 
the road. We traveled 1.5 miles,- came to a river too deep to drive thro­
ugh. A great number of emigrsnts here. The men drove their c~ttle and 
horses through the river and slid the we.eons across on poles. We have 
camped here on this Bottom- the grass be£ins to look green,- the rain is 
beginning to sprinkle down upon us poor emi£rants,--all appearance of 
a rainy nil.,ht. 

April 28,- The rain is pouring in torre:-its, gree.t time for ducks but 
rather hard on fee.ble WO(!)en e.nd children. I stay in tr,e wagon all such 
times as this, e>nd Hr. Fickett waits upon me. One poor feeble lady in 
our Company- and she has to do the cooking for her f ami.ly, rain or shine. 
J.ny man that will make his wife do the cookint out in the rain and mud 
and water shoe deep in the bargin aught to be entirely derrived of fem-
ale society. He would cook his own €_:rub for all or I1\Y doin[ it. Corn two 
dollars and a half per bushel. Gr~ss very short. We haYE: to me.ke but a sl:ort 
distance in a day, so as to Eive our teams time to graze • 

.!pril 29,- Rolled out tr;is morning. P. very cold wind, had some billi.ous 
road,- got along without any difficulty of note,--the grass is quite f:OOd 
in the revenes,- we all seem to be quite harry to niLht. 'rhe air is rather 
cold to be really co;nfortable. We trsveled 15 miles today. 

April 30,- We have had good roads today. Corne to Indian Village,- Fick­
ett bought some pies- a dime for one pie, quite chear. rhe crust not one 
bit of shortnill€ in it, the anle was about as thick as the- back of a 
case knife, I know they are equal to the ray rie, the tincerbread. I am 
not further enough advanced to even care to undertake it. Corn 2.CO per 
bushel. We have traveled 8 mile to da;r. This is ~oi.ne to California slow 
but I hope sure. 

May 1,- Raining this morning, the wind blew very hard all ni6ht • .About 
nine~• clock this morning the rain ceased then we rolled out traveled 15 
miles. Passes throUf;h a small settlement., £rass is getting very good. 
·James ( Belinda I s husband) is lame all over but he keeps moving doing all 
he is able, snd more that he o-ue;ht to do, I feel very unwell, so m:,ch 
wet weather disagrees with rre. I am so l2rne and stiff th2.t I can ht-.rdly 
get up when I am down,- I still hope for better ti~s. 

* Spelling from the oriEinal. 
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May 2, - Arose this morning Fickett and ieyself in very poor health. I 
have washed up the dishes after breakfast then got into the wagon and 

went to bed. I have· had a pretty sick day. About 3 o 1clock this after­
noon, we met 8 Indians all painted in read and green stripes. They came 
up to the roon and asked for money, shook hands very friendly but they 
look very savage and ugly. One Chief in company. They are dressed in 
Indian style. They care to the wagon and asked me for money but I soon 
give them to understand that they would not get any money from me. The 
most of the company gave them so~ money. Fickett told them to leave, 
or he would give them what they needeci., This evening, we pitched our 
tents and while we were eating our suppers, one Jndian came to our tent 
on a ber.e;ing scale, but got no fa.vors. Fickett told him to 11 picaches11 

and that quick-- he traveled from our tent, suddenly went to another 
tent and complained bitterly of Fickett, said r no good white man, very 
bad. 1 We traveled 15 miles today. 

Hay 3, - Rolled out this mornin[, very pleasant., traveled few mile-~t 
several Indians. The Chief was dressed in style, his ears filled with 
trinkets and his head with feathers and beads.,- also his legs were adorned 
with beads and e turkey buzzards tail hung to the back of his neck. He 
looked as tho:;.r;;h he thoueht 1who is like unto me. 1 We amused ourselves 
looking and talking with them a sr.iort time. We have- tre.veled l~ miles to 
day and canrred within 3 miles of Gl-Nl:.SJILL1. 

lF.ay 4,- Left canrr this morning- rained a small shower on us this forenoon .. 
We r;ot to C0Ui,1CIL 3.LU!:',F CITY about noon. The greatest place for tradint I 
ever say. We [Ot 200 pounds lard., bread, c>.nd JO pounds bacon. The streets 
are full of wat,ons, horses, mules, poneys, cattle, cows, dogs, men., women 
and children. 1•ie passed through town, drove down on the bottom - two miles 
from 1-h1:o ferry. We will rerulate our thint,s a. little before we leave here. 
He have traveled 5 miles today. 

1•:!ay 5,- Stayed in Camp tod&y. I had a very severe headache this after noon, 
feel so~ better to nite. Eundreds of families camped :in this bottom. They 
are crossinb the river by the scores. We expect to cross soon, but how 
soon, I don 1t know. 

Aay 6, - Still in Camp. hckett. end .i'!r. l:3oardman and ar. Johnson from 
Miss.ouri are sittin£_ bl the fire talkirlf and lau6hin£ roorrily, also Frank 
is with them. I am j'1st :rreparing to go to bed. It is sprinkling rain, 
perhaps we will hav-e a r2:iny nilht. 

May 7,- We rooled to the ferry this morning with the expectation of cross­
ing but cannot.,- 318 wagons in before us. This is a very cold windy day. 
The i1ISSO:.'RI RI'/ER is very high but falling sore now. The banks are caveint:, 

trees turning up by their roots,- it looks like the bsnks would all tumble 
into the river. Such crowdin[ and swearing and threatening, I never saw 
in my life- nor do I wish to see again. We are here to night., our wagons 
are near the WEt-er as we dare have them ready to cross in the morning. 

May 8.,- We were on the boat this morning before sunrise,- she landed us 
out of the UNITlJJ STJ. '£1S a few moments after sun rise in rerfect safety. 
w;-traveled 5 miles and come to gr2ss and camped by an Indian wigwam. 
Here we crossed a very gad little stream., the Indians had bridged it and 
wanted us to pay but we did not for it was so bad that Hr. Board.mans 
wagon turned over, his wife and two youneest children were in the wa[;on but 
were not injured. 

(Iowa was the western boundary line of the U.S. When they crossed the Hiss­
ouri River they were in unorgenized*Terryi tory-- Neb., Kansas, N. & s. Dak­
•nS~x~lling f;r c~ the criE) .nal. 
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ota, etc.in territory---until they reached California. ) 

The Indians then carried brush and fixed it quite &Ood and said no more to 
us about pay. This afternoon a Company crossed the bridge and refused to pay 
the Indians any thing--this enraged them very m~ch, they bave the we.r hoop 
and there was soon a number which Ccrne well armed with muskets and rifles. 
The Company went on and the Indians undertook to persue them, but they were 
drunk 8nd only went a short distance until they returned. They celll:l to our 
tents, shook hands very- friendly until they spied :-1r. Boe.rdman, they took 
him to be the man that struck an Indian, and would not pay them anythinE for 
crossinc the brid5e. I'wo of the Indians drew their rifles at him in full det­
err.unation to kill him, and undoubtedly would, but our :nen caucht their 
guns and revolvers and made signs of war, and the Indians dropped their guns 
and made hasty signs of peace. You better believe, here was a frir;htened set 
of women and children. I expected every breath, to see Hr. '3oardman fall a 
victim, if he had we would have haci so;re Indian scal:i::s thats certain •. :Ic­
Kendee says, 11 he is too little to be out here amonr. the India.ns. 11 The Indians 
rut across the Creek to their shanty and are now si..Tl[.ing very ;nerrily. 30 
wa[Ons camped here to niLht. 

Ae.y 9, - Left camr, tu veled 5 mles and cami:ed again. -.rery cold for the 
season. -High wind.s. 

Aay 10,- Ji.rose this :nornin[. after spendint a restless nitht watchine our 
tea :ns. Saw no L'1dians. This has been E. very cold day. I have suffered for 
a. n...;.mber of days with sore mouth 2nd throuat, it is now altofetber in mv 
mouth, - I can I t tell what cause it b;it I exrect the: cold weather is the 
ca.use of ito 

Hay 11, - very cool w:ind and very d;.1sty. Got ti LLK HOHN about noon, here 
we had. to paJ' .pJ .oo rer wa.gon anci .pl.OG a hec:ci for stock. We swam our stock 
over e!1d drove a few rods from the bimk L'1d cEmped. Traveled 12 miles to 
day. 

Hay 12,- Left ~LK HOPJT this morning, had s o:ne bad roads on the low i:lat 
bottom- then we struck up on a high bottom. T'nis is the rrettiest road I 
ever saw. Traveled 19 miles and camped on a branch of S:-lliLL CRt~. 

i·iay 13,- luite a cool mornin~,- the most beautiful road I ever saw. It 
is 2lmost as level as a house -floor. We are on fLJ(T'rB FtIVER bottom. This 
is a beautiful countr.r, if timber was plenty. This bottom is from 8 to 20 
miles wide, so~ timber along the bank but none where we are some three 
miles back from the river. We have traveled 80 ** miles today, good grass 
for our stock, £OOd water and no wood. We gathered weeds and boiled our 
teakettles and fryed our meat.-Our pastures heretofore has been a toler­
ably good goose pasture. 

May 14,- Awakened this mornill£ by the low roaring of thunder and wind, 
presently the rain dashed just enough to lay the dust. We started on Oi.\I' 

jo0.:rney, the wind still rising, at noon we had a reel dash of rain and 
severe wind. It did not last loll[., the rain did not, but the wind increased. 
vie have camped to nif,ht near timber, the wind still rising, the wagon 
shakes so thet is is most impossible for me to write. The wheels are locked 
and it appears to zoo that the wabons will blow to rieces. Some wagons 

?W it appears to ~ thc.t this must be a missprint. DVD. 
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have lost their covers. Ar. Boerdmans wai;on end ours stand side by side end 
his tent sat between arrl tied to the wagon wheels. This is go int:, to California? 
He waw en antelope gallopint; across the plain to day very swiftly. J. few mom­
ents since an mans hat blew off c'nd it went with twice the raridity th.st t1.e 
antelope did. I don't know but the hat went to Texas, we watched it till it 
went out of our sii;ht over the Plains. ·r1e all laur,hed at the poor emit;r&nts 
loss, but it so hapi:-ened, he hsd another. We h£ve traveled 22 mile today. 

,"fay 15,- Left camr this morninf, trrveled on til 10 o'clock. Came to 2oup 
fork of FUT Th RI&R,- we crossed at 2 o I clock on the same day. Three 
doll&rs per wagon and swam our stock • .After we Lot over it was like to be 
soim time before the tt:am would be reedy to start, so Ar. Fickett edv·ised 
me to ride on with !-fr. Graham to his camp ebo11t five mile distant- so I 
mounted on nzy- horse and off we started at good speed, but we tad not gone 
but a short distance until we discovered an srrny of Indians co:ne in our 
left. We rode on, not a sin6le train nor camp in sif;ht. Ins very short 
time we were surro·•.mded by 300 Pawnee Indians., all on horse beck with rif-
les, bows anci arrow.a, si;ears end knives,---! felt cons i dercbly unseasy, but 
they rode up by the side of us and shook hands in token of friendship, slap­
ping their hands on their naked breasts and exclaiming in good Pawnee. he 
rode on to camp, and the Indians went a few rods beyond us and ce:nred. Our 
tea :!l soon cal'!le in.after us. Nine w;,gons of us in company to nir ht but t he 
most of the comra.ny ere very uneasy. If they are disposed t o t.;Jre our 
scalps,- the.Y can witt ease, for 30 against JOC, will be a dull show. It is 
midnit ht and all is ri~ht. I she.11 commit 11~rself a :1d family, end company 
into the h~nds of the ,L_llmi€_,ht, and retire to rest, knowint:; t t c.t he is able 
to keep us fro:n the hana of t be ·sav.;ge. 

--!ay 16,- We 2ros e this morninb quite well, no t,arm done by · t ne Indiensc 
Very rleasant mornint but this d'ternoon we hed a rea.l PlJ:Tfl. RI!Ut stor:n. 
We have camped ton i 6ht i n a l crte r,rairie, roor gra ss, no wood. 

Nay 17,- l:fter a stormy nit,ht, we h cv-e a.rose to see wh;::t ti"'!€ pros1ect is, 
good or bad. The prospect is rathe r t:,loo,izy, we .2re consic:i.erable wet in our 
wagons. \-le have traveled 12 miles todc.y c,nd c& .!fed on i-;:ood grass. The sun 
shone out beautifully t his e veninE,. ,·re: have srread out o·Jr wet clotr.e s to 
dry. 20 males in our ComFany end no fe:IDc:le but ll\)·self. Oh, how I miss f€:m­
ale society but this is t Oin£ to California. 

Hay le,- Sterted f r om c£<;:ip this morni n6 , traveled t il noon , .:1d c c'm1ed, 
unloaded- now dry in[ and wasbint, our things. .All in £OOd sririts. We me.de 
12 :niles this fore noon. 

May 19,- Very cool thi5 morning,- we have had some very bad roads, very 
poor gre.ss a!!d 50 :ntles, before we come to timber. ~'le cen carry wood for 
the stoves. J,.11 who are green eno-ught to coTIE this journey should be all 
me ens brine; a s heet iron stove. J f ew weeds or sticks in a stove will boil 
your teakettle- fry your meet and bake yonr breFd, all in a f ew moments 
time, and kee:r your tent warm in thE: bar6 in. P. person would want ~ yoke of 
cattle to had. wood eno~.gh alon[ here to bake out in the rain in a bake oven 
and not have tr,em losded with any t hinE but wood. We hs.ve traveled 16 mile s 
to day. 

i•fay 20, - Rolled out this morning- had sortl:! very brd roeds. Afout 2 this 
afternoon we got to PR.A IHIE CRil.K. We had to slide our wa t:ons over on poles. 
We are all safe over. 15 miles today. 
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May 21,- We arose this morninr, and journeyed on. This i s the first warm day 
we have had this sprinr:;. Ji t noon we cs.me to WOOD CRIBK. nere we had to un­
load our wagons snd cork one wagon bed end use it for a boat. We are e.11 
over safe and loaded acain. A storm is comine up. We will soon feel the sev­
erity of the wind and rein. Traveled 10 miles. 

Hay 22,- Started late this morning. fraveled 12 miles and ca.:nr.ed. Come to 
good feed end wood. James is [ettint supr~r. I am not well. 

May 23, - BeautiftJ.. :nornin[. We left c?mp ecrly, traveled 20 mile, caznred on 
the banks of FLITT Rivilt opposite Gf.J.HD ISLJ.ND. Poor erass • 

• '12.y 2'-', - Left c8mr at 7 o I clock tr1is mornine, very good c.s:npinr; ple.ces by 
driving 2 or 3 !l'.ile from the road. Traveled 23 :nile to d2y. 

Hay 25,- Raining this morninc;, verj' cold, however we stc-rted and treveled 
4 miles. The storm was so hard we had to stop and srread our tents on 
BT.Tl<""'Fl.LO CFi1K. 

Aa.y 26,- Left Ccmf' e.t 8 0 1 clock this morn:i.ng, misty 2nd cold. Jt one tr.is 
after noon we ca.,e on the brnks of FLI'rrl, RI hR, .most beautiful to behold. 
and 1eysterious. Ee bl,.:..ffs, r.o banks c1· note, strange to see a river 2 mile 
wide in the pr.sir1e with out banks or timber. 'rbere ere a very few scat­
terini;, tre~s End s :r1e.ll islcnds L11 the: river,- so t,;ree,n end beautiful to 
look across tr,E:: river,- the water looks tiLher than the groW1d. The river 
is high. ~e trsveled 12 ~iles todey,- the rain is pourint down upon us. 

Mey 27, - Left CSJ;Tf at C· o 1 clock this morning. J{e have had some very bad 
road. Crossed sand 3luffs, stuck down on the oottom- crossed SKUNK CRLLK 
and ca.mped. Good grass, poor wc>ter, - tinctured with alkali. Traveled 20 
miles this dcy. 

Jv'l.ay 29,- Very cold ~.ad bad ro2d most of the day. We passed through fawnee 
Swamp, crossed several be.d creeks. FJ..'lNI.c. SJRBGS, is at upper end of t he 
swamp. We have cam:red to night on FL/ TY£ RIVE,R. We are all well. We travel­
ed 20 mile to day. 

May JO,-Rainy and cold t.r.1s morntng. l:fter noon the rain ceased, we ce mp­
ed near an Island which has some willows on it • .A number of thP. ~n rode 
over and g_ot s o,re to burn. This will be the last wood we can get for 200 
miles. We shall carry eno:.igh along to boil our teakettles snd fry our meat. 
We traveled 10 miles to dcy. 

May JO,- Very cold mornint and extremely bad. Rode till noon then the sun 
care out and we got out of the swamp anci hs.ve had a very pleasant after­
noon. We have had a small hail storm late this evenin£ and has the aprear­
ance of a stor:izy- ni&ht. we· crossed north .BLU!<'F CID:.1K tooay. We have rolled 
18 miles. BLUFF CR11K is very beautiful shallow and wide with quick sand 
bottom, but good crossing. 

June 1,- Left camp this morning at seven •. Aboc:.t 10 the rain cornroonced. We 
crossed east foot of SJJID BLUFF? then crossed Bv"F'FALO CRlliK? left the sends. 
The rain has poured down on us this afternoon in torrents. We camped on the 
bank of FLATT1 RIYER. Still raining, wind blows very cold, hard on emitrants. 
We have treveled 16 miles through the rain. 
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June 2,- Very cold this morninc. I hee.rd one man say th.st II it was cold 
enough to freeze cows horns off". We have had dreadful bed road pert of 
the day. Had to double tee.ms. I tho,1~_ht we would all to down out of sight. 
Teams swamped down. Ladies pulled· off their stocking end shoes end took it 
a foot thro·.igh the mud and water aoove ttcir km,es,-this is true for I 
was an eye -witness. I stayed in the Wc:[on. Very werm after noon. We passed 
Cl.DJ.R BLUFFS to day. This is e chanfee.ble country. There is a heevy storm 
comilag. We h8ve tt.gi:,ed 2C mile todc.y. 

June 3,- ~-inY and cold, we left cs~ et 8 0 1 clock • .::3.;c roFd at 11 o'clock, 
a hard wind stor;n, very little rain. We have cami;ed t,o nie,ht on PLJ.TT RI'r.t.P.. 
First rE.te grass. The rain is ccminL d 0wn very eEsy. We hEve traveled 18 
mile today. 

June ~,- Clouciy but pleasant this f orenoon, but rainy E:1d cold this efter­
nooR. I feel very unwell. \·ie hsve cc: i:i.red in the ffi'._~d, Foor .;r£:ss. ~-!e hsve so 
much rain thc>t this valley is very muddy. We hf.Ve tr ,:dged 15 mile to dc:y 
throUf.h the mud imd rain. 

June 5,- Left camp this mornir,g_ e.fter E severe stor :r,.y n i t.ht. 'friis morning 
FlJ TTE RlV"ER velley overflowed. We started for hii:_her gro .md. Trsveled 2 
mile, got i nto qu:i,ck sonc.s e nd Led E dree.dful ti.'Tlf: cctt i :\.:_ out. It wes 
about ~ rcx::is tc so"tmci ground. Cattle c 11d. horses end m.en \-;oulti en eer to be 
on so ·.::.r1d £_ro,md and tte next st.eF they woc:.ld f.:O do-..-ri .. e.lr-1ost out of s:i. 1.h t . 
I was frighti::ned very· mucr,. LeRoy and ,,;c](endres scrE:e.:ned with fec:r, but 
after s lonL herd struule, we l;ot t l.o ,:Lb with out ser:i.ous injury . We drove 
up on hich 6round and c~:;;ped. 

June 6,- Still in camp. i.+ of thE: horses in t l',e comp.sny r one • .-1en E>re on the 
sea rch of t.r.em. Very pleasant de:'' .• FLJ l'fi .. FIT liR is ris i."1[:. 

June 7,- Still in er-mi::. Eave not found the torses, <Uite c:, plusant d.-y. 
J._ little rain end heil ttis e ·venin{;_. 

June e,- Left camr this morni.rl[. Horses not found. 2 ~n in seerch of the:n. 
I rode and helred drive tte loose st.ock to day, am very tired to nit;ht. I 
will dry ur drivine stock. I wont work nzy way thro1.1[h unless I am compelled 
to. When I ride my horse it is for pleasure and health. ;,/e ·passed COURTEOUSE 
ROCK, it is on the south side of the river. 'l:1e trEiveled 22 mile. 

June e,- Very warm day. i•.le are camred on FLJT'rb RI\11..H orros:ite SCOT'fS BLUF!.<'S. 
Rev. Hilton Jimerson is buried at tbis Bluff--is the prettiest plc:ce I ever 
looked upon. The river is high and Asahel is very sick, if not, l should 
have crossed the river e.nd visited his grEve. I feel verJ' uneasy sbo·o1t 
J,.sahel. 

June 10,- Ver.r warm and pleasant. I am very unwell. Asahel is some better. 
Mr. Fickett is sick. 21 miles today e nd in siLht of LJ:..1.'91.JJ FLJ.K. 

June ll,- I a~ very unwell. Fickett is better. Asahel is better. LeRoy was 
taken ver~- bc>d with flux t his morning but it is a little better this even­
i!l€• We traveled 13 miles today and t ot t o timber. 

June 12,- We are now within 8 miles of FORT L.P.RA:-fTh (Wyo.) 20 miles today. 
Last night we had a dreadful experience. The dreaded Blackfeet Indians 
swal'~d down form the mo-.mtains, and we re on the ws.r i:atn. We were quite 
uneary and Pickett fec1.red ttere mif_ht be trouble in cai'ir,. So he lay neer 
the openint of the wagon with his gun et his side. It was l ate and every 
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thine was quiet. Then we heard slit,ht crackles, as if some one was cautious­
ly moving in the bushes near by. Pickett lay with his fincer on the triLter 
of his gun, thet never fails or misses. But he knew that our little group of 
emigrants ha.d a small chance if we were being attacked by a tribe of Indians. 
I was very afraid and I held rrzy- children close. When all of a sudden an ugly, 
war painted Indian jumped ur before us with raised tomahawk reedy t u strike. 
Pickett lay there ready to shoot, but instead, moaned and groaned-' wbite 
man sick, small pocks, very sj ck 1 • .And you never heard such wild scrambli,,g 
of Indic·ns throUf.h the thicket. From the sound there must have been hundreds. 
They feared s ,nall pocks, for Indians h€'ve been dying in greet nu.nbers fro:ri 
the white mans djsease.Tbua a bit of stra ti[y saved some 30 souls. ~-le were 
proctected by our Maker and prayers Bnswered. 

June 13,- Fine morning. We all feel better cfter our narrow escape last 
nie,;ht. We see a grei;t many Indians :!lOVing. They fe-sten long poles on the 
sides of tbeir ponies a.rrl large dog,s, and l€t the other end drag on the 
ground. Their belongings c:re then pa.eked and fastened on the poles . I also 
saw severel Squaws and Tapoose riding in ler[_e bcskets fc-ste::ied to t.he 
poles. The squaws do all the work, They arE= the Sioux L,dians and q_-..iite a 
respectable look int; tribe. We rassed quite c lc".r£_e Indian V:i.llE•t_ e near FT. 
URA.UL. The Fort is a large tradin{, rost of store, s ,ni thy, bakery , 'llill 
and tannery wr1ere_ buffalo is cured and tanned and bougLt by tte Ind:ic.=:.s. 
Today we traveled 16 ,niles . 

June 14,- J. very cool but pleasant mornfo£• We hrve hcd rough roc::d todey 
crossing the BL.ACF HILLS?- very rocky c:nd steer. The Eills looked bea·c:t­
iful, all covered with ceders. All is rifht w:i.th :..:.s to nit.:ht.1'rev€:led 1e 
miles. 

June 15, - Very pleasant, £,Ood roads all dry. CcmpBd to ni1),t wtl;re we ~ave 
eood water. ·rr.,veled 20 1'.'liles today. 

June lb,- Stayed in ca 4 today. I was teken d0trm wHh the flux. 

June 17, - Very sick, b·.it traveled 1e f'liles . 

June 18, - Still very sick but so,'¥= eesier. Very weak. 19 miles todey. 

June 19, - Staying in carr~. I was very sick in the forenoon but some bet~er 
tonitht. 

June 20,- Made a tood trevel todey. I am very weak but considerably better •• 

June 21,- I rode horseback 2 or 3 miles this morning. Feel better tonifht. 

June 22,- I am gainin£ slowly. We are in sight of snow, quite cold. The 
snow is on LJ._.'tJ..dIE F.LJ.K, ( southern and eastern Wyo.) 

June 23, - Very cold, L,Ood ro1:.ds but quite dusty. Very poor grass and WEt.,r. 
We burn sage br:1sh for fuel. 

June 24,- ~uite plessant but cool. Ice froze in our wash bcsin this morn­
ing. The road was very dusty. I rode horseback all day. We crossed SW~lT 
WATER on e floating bridge. The men ran the wagons over by hand and swam 
the cattle. It cost ~2.00 per wagon. I rode across on rrzy- horse. Some of 
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the men that I knew not, said" thrt wolllBn was more courageous than wise • 11 I 
thought to nzy-self, 1 What will the poor cowards do about it'- I had as soon 
risk myself on iey horse es to risk wadeing~over shoe top deep water. This 
bridge is near INDEF1:.ND1;W1 ROCK. We camped tonight near DEVIl,S G.ATE. I reep­
ed throuch the Gate but being rether unwell, I did not view it but little. 
It is a doleful looking place. 

June 25,- We rol~ed out this morning, found a very dusty reed. It was very 
windy. I sometimes thought it would blow re off from my horse, but I was in 
luck,- it merely blew my dress over my head. He camped on ~tlEE:TwP.TER in the 
ROCKY M0l1l1UINS. The nountain scenery is very pleasant. 

/une 26,- Very pleasant. We stayed in camp nearly all day. Traveled 5 miles 
to a fresh spot of [ress and cerr,ped. We Ell ate a hearty sunJer. 

June 27,- Very cold and high wind. The d-.ist and sand blew so that we were 
compelled to stop. Snow close to us. 

June 2e,- Very cold morning and e very windy day but we made a good travel. 

June 29,- Cold snd windy. Ver,t sandy road which made trs.velinc, very dis­
agreeable. Snow on the mountains near us. 

June 30,- Very pleasant and quite warm. We c.:::-:.r~a, at noon on S-.Vil'IWJ Ti.R 
Riv'l.R, to rest. 

,July 1,- Very cold. We heve treveled today through mountains c>nd snow. 
Where we crossed Si.JdT,-.lJ ·ThR this afternoon, the snow was 20 feet deer 
above end below the ford. 

July 2,- Very cold :riornint end hilh wind. /bout noon we passed tri.ro14h the 
South Fess. We are now descend in[ the ROCKY MOT·ITJ.D!S and are in the FAC·H'J.::: 
fil.GIONS.---230 miles fro'!l Salt Lc.ke City. We ere camped to niLht at the 
PJ.CIFIC SFRI'.-IGS?--there is a olacksmith shop here kept by the Mormans. 

July 3,- We stayed in camp until noon, then started out,- trsveled 6 miles 
and ca~d. Plenty of sage brush but grp.ss very scarce. J,. very wa.rm day, 
can see beautiful mountains covered with snow, on the north of us. 

July 4,- Cool but pleasant. We found ice in our wash basin this morning , 
We poor emigrants celebrated the fourth snuffin£ the dust and inhaleinb 
the very offensive smell of the dead cattle thet lay thick alcirl€, the road. 
We camped tonight on LITTLE S.AXDY, no [re.ss. No wonder the cattle die 
here. 

July 5,- Very ple~sent, good road but very little grass. We are camped. 
tonic;ht on BIG SANDY and the mosquitoes are about to take us. But I think 
we are too hard for them, 

July 6,- Beautiful day but very dusty. We have had our supper end are now 
starting across the GRL1N RIVER DESSERT. Only 12 miles across this, is a 
new route called KTh'NEY CUT OFF, Illllking it 52 miles shorter, for which we 
are thankful. 

*spelled from the original. 
KDMY CUT OFF--is it possible this might be one of my Kinney Ancestors??? 

vcd. 
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July 7,- We crossed GRLl:.N RIVl:.R this morning in a boat, six dollcrs per 
W£[.On and one dollar per head for loose stock. We swam our CEttle. We find 
poor feed ands dull chtnce for wood. 

July 8,- Good roa.ds, good grass in rlBces. We have bood wster snc. gress 
tonight and a good c:tsnce of Gallinippers. 

July 9 ,- Very i:;leasant. We have been trcVelint today over Gffr.i:S RIVl.R 
l10UNTJ.INS, first r~te w~ter and i,Ood t:,ri=,ss. We camFed tcni[bt between two 
lcirge mountains on e oeautiful stream. Fickett went UJ: on the side of the 
mountain and f,Ot a pail of snow to make tsa. This is very nice for the 9tt. 
of July. 

July lC,- Very pleasant. We traveled lC miles end over s ore very biGh 
mou!'ltains. Whe:; we came to HJ.NS !<'OnK of B.LJ.R RIVl.R we CF:ni:;ed. Here I sold 
I'!\)' linen dress to a squaw for two dollcr~ c~sh. I bo'..ltht F.11 t.te fish we 
conld eat et one meal of en Indic,n boy for a rint cup. rhese Indians are 
called the .Snakes and er£: 2- ver/ friendly tribe. I rrr..ist confess thc:t this 
is the first ti:!"!€ thct I was ever guilt:r of buy:ing and sellin;: en the 
Lords Day, and I trust it will be tte l~st. 

July 11,- Left carnr tr.is mornfoi;, c:"ld bve been climbin£ ur and. down BLJ.R 
RIFLH i-ro~.1-TT:AINS all day. We f:L11d these :noun ta ins very l:i[h ;::nd steer in :n£ny 
f ·laces. I rode horse-:ic.ck tll day, the rest wdked. 

July 12, - 7ery cold. I hcve never suf£'ered. any rnore with cold b my l:l.fe ss 
I hcve this :nornin[. Tte mountc.in is ,·ery steer and rocky. I rode horseb~ck 
for I d:i.d not feel safe in the wagon. I rode on and on u:1.til I t!';ought I 
should surely rerish. I then dismounted a:ld tried it O!'l foot in order to 6et 
warm but E.11 in vain. The wind blew so hLrd fro:n the snow :no:.L,td.ns tt,,t I 
could hrrdly bree.thJ tr,e wind be:.:1£, in my face s.nd the ci"..1st to :ic:,: shoe tors. 
I rersevered on as well a.s I could and rresently sried c cluster of bust.es 
besic.e the roed. I hestened on to then: and tr,rew myself do-,m or'. the t:;round, -
the sur1 shone we.rm on me and the bushes broke th Ee cold wind fro;r, me, then I 
soon tot w,:;.rm. B:; tl,e time I was nice- and warrr. afain the tea:n an.:l wi[on c2r.1.e 
alone;. I got on my horse and went a little furtl:er, c·.:t was o::>lif::ed t o re­
treat to the wa&on end bo to bed. I feel very well tonit.:l-.t end a::ile to eat 
e hearty surr-er. 

July 13, - We started from ca:np · this :norninf; and trEveled 12 miles across 
TOHAHt.WKS !i'ORl· of BLJ,R .irvL.R c:nd cc:mred. ~'irst rete f,rass. 

July 14,- StaJred in csmr. There is a l'rsdine Fest kept here. The mounta.in 
air is pure a.nd sweet. 

July 15,- Rolled out this morning, all in usu~l health. Crossed SOlll:l trem­
endous mountains. We cs.mped tonilht betwe.en two la.rte mounttdns on a beeut­
iful stream of water. We heve delie:htful water in the mountains. We bought 
some butter today at a Trgdin£ Tost, 50¢ per pound. It is fresh from Sslt 
Lake City,- very ~ood Morman butter. 

July 16,- Today we have hed [OOd roads, £Ood grass and fOod water. We camp­
ed tonight on BLJ.R Rii/E.R. Beautiful fish in this river,- spotted trout. 

July 17,- Started out from CEmp, traveled 12 miles snd came to SODJ SFRINGS 
end --ST.b.ldBOJ.T SF"RINGS, here we camped. There is a Trading rost here owned by 
+,he I1ormons. These .i'1ormons are very clever. It is ,sixty miles from here to 
Salt Lake City and the Hormons come out here to buy the worn down and lame 
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stock. The Springs are qUite a curiosity,- the bround jars as you walk over 
it 2nd sounds very hollow. No. doubt but this hEs been E volcanic erurtion, -
the rocks look like they had been burnt done thousand yee.rs before they were 
blown out. 'fhe boiling of the water is caused by fire undoubtedly. The Steam­
boat Spring is about Blood warm. The Sode Sprin6s are cool end tE.ste like our 
soda •• It is counted very healthful by the r:ountaineers. The Sprinf;s boil as 
hard ~s you every saw water boil but still the water is cool. It made me 
shudder to rj_de over the ground nec:r the Stea:nboat Spr:in1:,, such a doleful, 
hollow sound but not-wHh-st1':ndinl r:11 triis, I trc:veled ell around them rnd 
viewed the,n closely, 

July 18,- Helled out for a days journey. freveled 20 miles, ~ood ro~ds, ~ood 
grFss, ~nd Wf.ter. 

July 19,- We have traveled over mo,mt2ins ell dcy,- bad roads, very war:n end 
dusty. I am not well. ~e have just crossed 2 Creek on a bridbe,- .25 cents 
toll. We have camped and are now in 0RlGO!-·l l'L?..RITORY • 

._Tuly 20, - ,•Isde c. very tood travel to dicy. Camred tonie;ht near muddy WJLLO.-J 
CREE;¥. We drcve up~ canyon to a Srring where we could have fOOd food for 
the stock snd good wood. 

July 21,- We ste:tted tUs morning st .3 o'clock in order to t:et ur ttro::ch 
the canyon before the heat of t! :e dcy. Ti0e Ccnyon is five ;-:iiles t hrouc;h 2:-,c 

the moL· .. 1teins are very high on either side.- there is ~ust room enou£,h for 
thE: Wc!.£On to £0 between the mountains, [Ettin[ dC"v~:: this mocmtain a.lmcst 
r.ets me. It is very rocky snd steep, merely room enOUf,h for tt·,e wa&on to 
pass between the rocks,- the driver has to welk on the side of the mountain 
abovE:: the team,- sometimes e.t q_uit.e an elevation. ~ve t;ot down safely into a 
valley the:1 traveled some distance to cami: by 2 fine SFrin5 , tle have tr~vel­
ec 20 milec today. 

,.Tuly 22,- (Leroy's birthdey) VerJ Cool. 'r/e hc=c. a beautiful thunder shcwer tr.:i.s 
eveninE.,• I am not well nor have I been for tr.e past ten days, the heat over­
co:nes me. Tr,e :nornings and evenints ere pltasant but th~ middle of the day is 
very hot and orFreesive. We have ca::,ped between two larr;,e mountains wit!': r,ooci 
water, the grass will do but we would rrefer better. We traveled up a cc.ni.on~i 
this afternoon that the mountains were so hi[h on eitLer s~de that it made my 
head swim to look to the top of the nio·.mte ins. I roo.e bcrseoc.ck todEy. This 
is LeRoy I s birthday and we had. a :ness of potatoes for dinner, - 15 cents Fer 
pound. They tasted first rate out of the 'Cn i teci Stttes and tJ-,e land of Civil­
ization. 

July 23,- Very pleasent, i;_ood rosds, good [rass, good water, very good teslth 
and plenty to ea.t end what more could we went? One t hinl more we want and 
thet is,- we are anxious to get o·ver into California, and then we will want 
something else, I believe thet human beincs are bound never to fee(satisfied. 
I firmly think some of our curiosities will be satisfied by tl';e time we get 
through this l 

July 24,- Pretty bad road, very pleasant over head, tood grass, water and very 
good health. We have traveled 15 miles today. 

July 25,- Very pleasent, good grass end water,- rough road this afternoon but 
the most beautiful rocks thet I ever heheld. The rocks ~re very lerle and of 
all- shares with the names of people written in l~rge black letters nearly~~ 
cover the rocks. Some names are 50 to 100 feet high. I walked around and 

* from the ori£inal sp€lling. 
~:•-:, Even in lf53 peorle were ;.,Ti tin[ their names ever1 pl.see. 



viewed them, read names until J geve out Md got on iey horse and rode from one 
rock to the other all afternoon and re2d na1res until I neerly ruined my eyes. 
The rocks are li[.ht color E>nd the s·.m shone so bri(,ht, it m2de it herd on the 
eyes.-But the eye is never satisfied with seeinE, nor the ear with hearing. 

July 25,- Very rOUfh road and very hit;h mountains. We heve traveled over GOOSL 
RIJlR :10UJHJ..I!iS, all day. Canq:~.d on the river to night, tood feed. !{y eyes ere 
very sore, topsy for locking at ttose beautiful rocks yesterdF.y. Today we have 
passed some ·beeutiiul mountains,--the work of art can't comrare with that of 
natures art. 

July 27,- Very pleasant, ~ood t rass and water. Good road most of the day, very 
dusty. 

July 2e,- H.OU[,l". roads. :ve c2.ne down on TP-Orsn~I; SH..ING \JJ.LU .. Y late this ever.­
in[, [ ooc: water, poor feed. 1 ~re.,:t :n.2ny people and lots of stock here at 
this 'i'radinl Fost,- fresh from Sacnmento City. 

July 29,- Good roads, gress and Wfter. 

July 30,- Re:r'8ined in CcJlllf' ell dcY• Fickett is sick, else one of the lcdies 
in thE: Scmrar.y is sjck, I feel soriewb:t c isccuraced . We hcve lost one :·ol<e 
of our c.;ttle and' more ;yoke is le.re, yet nct-with-sts!'ldint <'ll our b,d luck, 
I t r.in]'.: Frc·vidence will provide • 

.._'uly 31, - H.olled out this mor;;in1:, qune cool, rood roads but dreedfully 
dusty. So!ne of tr..e time tbe d,:st arose in sc1cr. clouds that it W<'-f: impossible 
to see the heads of our w!-,et-1 cGttle nor could yo·.1 see tte tea.rr beyond our 
wa[on. Ti:is is herd on rric:1 a;,d becEt. • ·Je c.re now out of the vc:1ley and it is 
not dusty. 1:'e cemped to nir_t-.: bye. srri!1[. in the ::iounta::.ns, looo tress a~1d 
8 cool pleasr.nt. even:inL• I ;n:cd.e E :)1, -::kl:oerrr rie for surrer, very good,-
~11 it hcked wE.s cres.:r:o This Fie was .ricde o~t of berries tr-et rn;:· little 
boys r i cked i...'rl Iowa .snd :11}' dec:r ;,:other dried ttem, not knowi::L nor perr.aps 
eve::-, tr.inkin;;_ tt~t her deU[hter 2::10. g.rcmcsons sho,,ld eat pies mede out of 
the:n, out of the UXIri!.l: S'£J.rLS" o'..1.t it is even so •• I rolled ~ - crust 0:1 the 
bottom of ~ bread pan with e tent pin which served in the ple.ce of a roll­
ing pin. I hed a rollins pin and a bread board but we threw tbem away, c.lsc­
our tent, in order to li{ohten the load for tre tea;ns. Tr.e t0:.,•~;· sleep under 
the Wef.On. I hen6 quilts aro;,;.nd t!,e wag.on. rhis is really [;Oint,; tc Gdi:'­
ornia. I h2ve not seeri an elept.,:.nt nor don 1 t exrect to before I get to 
California. I should.n I t ,ionder if I sr,o-..:.lc. see him there. We travelE>d 15 
miles today • 

.Aug'..lst l, - Very pleasant day end v-ery, very be.d reeds this afternoon. We 
trclveled down throut;h a canion* which wes very rocky and· the mom1tains on 
e ach side of us were very hi6h, steep end rocky . One would s uppose it i;n­
possible to r,et through between those loftr mountsins with e wagon. Feople 
that were neve r a:nong the mo,mta ins would posti vely think it was dangerous 
to even ride horsebecl-: down such a loor:5.n[ place, end it surely is, unless 
your horse is sure footed. I rode all foe s.ey tLrour:h, fearless of d~mger 
and carried my umbrella over roo. b::iout the middle of the canyon, there if' 
e Sr,ring of clear water voilin~ oat fro~ under e rock, w~rm enout,h for d i ~h 
water end a little salty. McKendree hes not forgotten to me.ke strenge re- · 
marks about thini;s of various kinds. He says, 11 if it had not been for him, 
these mountBins never would h~ve been here. 11 

* from the original spelling, 
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August 2,- Pleasant over head but very du.sty wr:ich l112.kes it very disa­
&reeable. we are c.smr,ed to night in HU,foOLl' VJ;Li...bY. Good feed. The grass 
is lmee hi1:,h ond fine as thimotr,y and .es tr.fok es it can stend and there 
is also acres covered with wild rye, r,i[.her than s mans head and st~ds 
end stands thick on the Ground as I every saw rye stand in the UNITED 
S'rJ.Tr..S. This looks beeutii'ul wavein6 in the wind. The cattle end horses 
do not like the rye as well as they do the grass. ;rhis Valley in 1850 w.es 
perfectly barren. 

/.U!,"11St 3,- Very cool end pleasent dey for treYeljnc: but the dust has been 
very bad some of the time. The: dust flew so ttick one could hc-rdly see a.n 
inch frorr. his nose. We are ca:nped on !-;l!~-illJLT RJV,t,Ft? (Nev.) Good srr-:ss • 

.AUl;ust 4,- ~-le have tre.veled over mount.eins most of the: dey and camped toni~ht 
on HU~·1BOLT, r;ood £ri:ss and water not very bad. 

August 5,- Good roeds, Load food, not extra wrter. 

lrnt,;ust l,- We h .. ve been traveljn[, over lF.r[_e :no0.1.nta :tns ;nost of the day end. 
carrired tonii),t be tliea most bee.utHu.l Srrinr 3r.snch tbft I ev~r saw. J.. few 
Indians here and e Tradint Post. These bdicns are called 11Rootdit:..ters,"ttey 
will ste;;.k. We heve passed thro:1£,h the Shewnee td'oe of Indi.,ns. rhey .;:-e 
very poor, d:nost· nc.ked, snd ve:ry i::eaceade. ·rhey will .ell steal if they 
get the chance, they are h2rd looki?15 custo:nerE> • 

.Aue. ust 7, - We have been travel int over h i€,t hocky ..lount2> ins dl de.y b..:.t h::.ve 
[Otten ciown to the ~L:i'!BCLT Hifa.i< tonibhtl !1ere we will cross the river anf 
go dow~ on the south side. There is e 'fredi,1[ Iost here owned by Galiforni.:.:ns. 
William J.lexa:1.dria is here weitine. for ;tr. forterfield and ,1r. 1,~Erners. We 
have traveled 25 :niles toc:ley, we t.Ed to tr.svel f::r in order tc, cet to feed 
and water. 

J.ugust 8, - We hc>ve had r, very diSef_reeEble dey. Very bad roi;d o,rer the mo,.i;;t­
ains,- the dust t inches deer and ·:ery herd wi.-id. We ere awful lookint;; cre2t­
ures,- after travelinb all day in the dust, - one Cen I t laut,;h at the otr.er for 
we are s.11 the SE~ color. 'de s.re camped in a verJ pleasant place tonigr-t. 
Good grass and Wc>.ter. 

August 9,- Very pleasant, we h;:ve not h.;d ::-,ountains to climb today, soi.e 
dusty. 11.ede a good trc-vel, 22 Iuiles. 

t.ugust 10:,- We stayed in ca~ all day, very cool c:nu pleasant • .(, t;re2t :ne.ny 
ca.~ped here, I should think lOC persons. I was very unwell this afternoon 
and t .... ernendously home-sick for a few hours but I fE::el very hapry this after­
noo~:, the [lOOll\f clouds have passed away and J look forward with a hope that 
I shall yet see better days. If it wes not for hope, the heart would cert­
ainly break • 

.August ll,- We left ca:nf this :norning before 6 o'clock, very cold. The child­
ren and I hc:d to t,et in the waeon 2.:-id cover ur till nearly noon, to keer from 
freezin[. E~e wind blew fro~ the snow mountains. We are camf~d toniLht where 
there is [OOd grass but poor water. The water is tainted with alkali. So:ne 
places we have co~ over today, is so strong of alkali that the ground smells 
like an old ash-hopper.- I am like the old '.llan that crossed the Plains in 150,­
nr think it is the tightest 'place I ever was in 11 , but will i!!dmit we might be 
in ~ worse pl1:ce. We have traveled 22 miles today. 
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.August 12,- We traveled 25 miles today without stopring. There was no 6rass 
nor water so we had to keep rollinb until we csme to grass and water. We have 
finally got to grass and water, such ss it is. We have traveled all this dsy 
throtl€,h dust from 2 to 6 inches deep,- this has been hard on the cattle. 

l.U£USt 13,- Rolled out this morning all in £OOd spirits, passed several 
Tradint I'osts. Dry place for feed al6nf. here. Where there has been eey grass 
the water has been all over it, and the cattle and horses mire down so the 
men have to go cut the £Tass and bring it, is one ap in our CompE.ny that 
has a sythe rs luck would have it. I feel very well to night,- 15 miles to 
day. 

August 14,- Remained in camp all day. I feel some better satisfied than J 
have for so!lle time past. 400 miles yet to go. 

Aueust 15,- Sterted out this morning,- have he.d very sandy road all day,­
hes been a hard day for the teams. We have camped, poor grass and water and 
no wood except Greese wood. HU~\filOLT is a hard rlace on man and beast. 
Traveled 12 miles. 

l.Uf.ust 16,- J. very herd day,- sandy roo:d, th1:: srnd 6 inches deer end c very 
high wind. We hBve draggec 16 miles todey,- I am tired, tired,tirsd of t:,is 
way of living. This is like takine: a persons life by inche"s:- --

August 17,- Cool and pleasant, a sandy road, no grass. l. perfect bcrren land, 
sage brush 2:id r;reese wood can crow spontainously. We have found a little spot 
of 6rass and camped. Just eno"4_h [ro:ss to keer o~ stock from sta.rvint• If tny 
person or persons wUch to know whst rnxiety and h£.rdship are like, set tbem 
out to try the Plains as soon as possible, and I think they will find out 
many thin[s tr.ey never dreemed of • 

.A:l[Ust 18,- trot a bit of frass to-day. Sand and dust 6 inches deep e.nd a 
strong wind fo the bareain. Flenty 01.' water but very poor drinkinc;. We have 
ramped on the bsnk of the HU11B01'f RIV-t.R. '£he stock will hsve to subsist on 
Willows_. This hes been one of the h.;rdest days that he heve hed on this 
journey. He have traveled 18 miles. 

J.ugust 19,- Started from camp this morning, traveled 15 miles and arrived 
Et tbe 3IG ;_,;u-.D(I;{ RIVLR?- plenty of good grass and river w2.ter. Very poor 
wood, noth:int but Grease wood to .burn out, we feel setisfied to put ur with 
this end have our stock on tood feed. Somer-laces todsy the send has been 
8 inches deep. We have had no wind todey, so we are not quite drifted under 
tonight. Ls.st night, we were e.lmost out of si5ht, I am not jokinc, for the 
sand drifted in our wagon so that every thing was covered and all one color. 
I should h.;ve been har,py to have had our liklinesses taken and sent them to 
the s·r.P. TLS. 

August 20,- ~e have reached the sind of the HUMBOLT RI~Lli. This is very dif­
ferent from what I have visioned it was. The Sind is a ler[e Lake of w~ter, 
so,~ say it is 16 miles in length and from 3 to 5 miles in width. The over 
flow of this river, this Spring hes run a Slew of Weter 12 miles farther on 
into the Lesert than it ever was before, This is most favorable. 
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August 21,- We started across the Desert this morning. We have botten alo~ 
very well, so far. This is the prettiest road I have ever seen. Iowa cannot 
turn out as good roads. It is ab1ost as level as a house floor and a.s solid 
as e trunpike. This is the pleasantest road I heve traveled on this journey. 
This CJ.P..SON D1SERT is an interestin[ plice, it is almost paved with wagon· 
iron. I h~ve counted 23 wagon tires in one pile, and I wno 1t begin to tell 
how many piles I waw with from 4 to 12 tires, carriage sr,rings., and a little 
of ell kinds of iron also chairs, rints books and every thinb that pa.rtained 
to a wagon or carriage. I saw a gref.t meny bones of cattle and horses, hor­
rible sit,ht but a very few animals died this year. I have not seen any greet 
suffering on the Desert. J. few roon that were packing complained of sore .feet, 
a hard life to live. ·rhere are several Trading fosts on the Desert. It is now 
six o' clock in the eveninf. We hc:Ye stcg.,ed to rest, cet 0'.11' surrers and rest 
our stock until 8 o I clock when tte moon will bf- ui: and tten we ,,ill roll on 
to CJ P3C11•.! tt.I~.7.::.R. 

1.Uf;u.st 22,- ':le arrived at RAG TCY,P.J on CIRSON RIVLn this morning, just at the 
bret.k of day, the cr;ickens were crowin~ and everythini; stirrin[. This is quite 
a town. They have hay and provisions to sell. Lsq. Dunden is here waiting; for 
his fe.;:iily. J,t the Desert Saloon, the Fla£ of Liberty is ra.ised 2nd waving; 
in the. wind. '1Je hc:ve ocr stock on first r.;te {;rE ss, they are desperately 
hungry~ 

J.ugust 23,- Stc:yed in car:ir c:11 d.sy. It has been ~ very w2rm dc:y. Our stock 
is doinb well. Lverybody doin~ their wc:stin[ an~ cleanin[ up everythin~. 
Bxcuse r,1e if yo-i.; please, I have a word or two more to say c:bo:it the CJRSO.t-: 
Dl..$EET. I ttink there were at le,:st 5CC ;un bc:rrE:ls, stoves, c..:nteens, kqs, 
ect. in piles and scattered alont the tn.il. ··..re burn-l twc ke[;S to ret 0 1.lr 

suppers. Huc.h s•.1.fferinr and hirdshir hss been ex-rerienced on the very s:i::ot 
where we en~oyed our S'-:.prer. The ~oys ta-~ a pleasant dcy, tr.e~· saw so m.:.cr. 
to drrw their c:ttention. 'le. ectll.sJ.J.;•.r r.td :nore sport corssi..'1[ tr.e Jesert tl:an 
we h,ve hrd Et c.n:,r other ti:~ on tb: rcrd. 

J.Uf·.ist 24,- ':le traveled $ miles 8.}:: Cc:-:red. ~-1y hec>.lth is very poor. Fick­
ett is not ,ble to do ar1ythir.[. One of tis legs is br.dly swollen and has 
turne·::. purple. He complains of bei.'1[ lc:!"'le ell ov~r, in fact he has been 
l2me ever since we left ho,;1e. Some of the ti:ne he has been so b2d thet it 
took the children and I to dress hi.rn, we h2d to lift hjm up when he we.s 
down, c.nd lay him down when he hr-:ci to lie down. Ee has suffered a great de£1, 
sometimes he hes been so brd tb,t he codd not rut his h2nds to his mouth,• 
I hcd to feed hi:'1, which m.sde ·u hard for ::ie. ~:is feet are so s-i.,ollen th£t 
he is unable to ret his boots· on, nor is he able to weer the:n for trie le- st 
2CC :miles. Some of the Joctors sc:y it is rheu::i.etism, ~nd some: thet it is 
drorsy 2nd so::ie that are not so green, say it is the scurvy, no doubt it is. 
I feel so bad to think th~t I we.sso"foolish to undertake this journey with 
such roor heal th ;ey-self and with f-ickett, but little better than e dec:.d ;nan 
when we left home. He has grown worse ever since. This kind of tr2vel:in6 does 
not afree with hii-n and never did. (This was his third tiITE scro.ss the Plains 
and tt:e last). If I was bc:.ck on the old Ranch, it would take somethint power­
f1:l to move me, - but I am not fri6htened in the let! st. I he·-~ not :rientioned 
his lameness before in rrry journal b~t since he h~s gotten so bad, I thought 
it would be prudent to say so;nethi..'lf, about him for he say~ he dose!1 1t think 
he will live to get over the mounteins to California. But I think he will. 
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!ugust 25,- Todey we h&Ve treveled 15 miles over verJ rocky, bad rofds, 12 
miles of the way was desert, I have been sick all d.e.y, and feel very unwell 
tonight. Fickett is very lame, he csn scarsely 6et in and out of the ws6on 
without help. 

August 26,- We crossed on 8 mile ~esert this morninb, very hard, sandy road. 
Traveled 16 miliss today, camped under some beautiful trees on CARSO!{ RIVl.~t? 
good feed and water. P. very pleas.mt thu.rider shower tr.is eveni:i€;, ei:erythir.[ 
looks so beautiful. It seems so [Ood to be emonf,trees after sr,endinf, a su..-;i­
mer without scarsel.? see inc e tree. lll the timber we see crossi~ the Ile: ins, 
I ttink would be~ sure cure for sore eyes • 

. August 27, Very rood roads. Our trrvel h~s been up CJ.RSC:! .:{!:,r!..?.. todR::, lcod 
feed and water • .A fJtc:t :n£,n:T Tredinc rosts ar.d plenty of r,rovis::i ons at c~ very 
hiEh price,- flour 30 ct:nts f-E:r pound, and otter thin[.s in .;.ccord;:.nce • .Je sole 

50 lbs. of flour a few days since for 3 bi ts rer :ro'.l!jd. ·,:e have travsled to­
day 18 miles • 

tugust 28,- ':tie have traveled 1-+ miles to-day. {le had o:ir wae;o!"i tire set. !'t e 
blecks:d.t:-. lives ~t the :::c-.:tl-. of C..olc 8anyon, there £rs a m:.mber of f£;.·,i.lj_es 
who live u.r- tl:.e Canyon . There is c. Vf;r;/ 1:.ood ::li.nc, a store r.nd so.re fi:1e fam­
iliee r:ere . I me~ e. ver.i nice. led~· here, ste is a Yc:nkee, I sr€::t fE:rt o.:· the 
day wit:-: her •. She hes a e,rec:t :~y cbick~ns, and sells ber yo-.:..ril hE·m= for 
b . 00 doll~rs eacb. 

Au;;ut't 29,- Traveled 12 :m.iles, camr-ed,- good 6r&ss &,id water. r,.,uitc i;OCd fi:,r:,s 
alonL this river. It is a teautifcl vdley. 

J.u[ust 30, - Very 6ood roc:-c.s. We pe.ssed e m.:"1'.ber of fE r:•-5 tcdf':_.·. "/e,;etd:les of 
ell kinds €,;rowinl> - potc>.tces .20 cents :i;::-er ro~r:id, other tLinLS ccccrci.'1Ll:,·. 
Very hig,h wi:1d tr.is evenin0 £r1d ver~· cool. "y1e pis:::e..i .-:or:!!on .3t,tion tr.::.t' r.fte~ 
noon. There is a Fost Off~-::e, a Llccksmit:; s r.o:p, a store &nd. c ~,::.tcr.er ::i'.c:r 
at tr.is Stc:.tion. It is situ;;ted at tr.e foot cf a mou::tain nec:r c: rr.ou..1tein 
strea:-:·i• Th~ mo·,1ntc=.in is cove rec. with ri tch pine trt;;:;;s .fro:i: the tor to the 
bottom. The trees are very lc=,r~e c'nd bec.utif·.:J. . 

Au[:;U.St 31,- Remained in cc:np, [Ood food c.nd water. J. great deal of wild clover 
growing here c,nd a fr8,.t many e.n.ibrents are sttybt:; here to recruit tbcdr 
stock. I wc:s offered ;j)20C.OO for my rid:ine:; horse by one of tr:e tradirs, but 
I refused the 6old . i-t,,' bee.1th is very poor,- I cw't wclk h&lf as fe.r 2.s I 
coulc before I le.ft to·:ne. I fe&r J hf.Ve come the wro:1E- way for m:; hec:lt!: . I 
am not c.S well as J was hst year, this time. ill the benefit this jo:.!rney 
has been to :ne, is over tte left. 

Septe;-nber 1,- Still m ca;;ip . Jaxs is no better. P.e thinks he will loose tis 
le6, if not his l:ii'e,- but I a~ not one bit cc~cerned ~bout him. I feel b2dly 
to see him suffer so much, but I don I t believe he will die or loose his lef. 
There are several of his California friends here, say it is scurvey and £8 

soon he fets over the ~o-:mtains into California, he will [et well. 

Septe::mber 2,- Stil}. in ca!!!p. f'ickett is no better. I feel anxio'..ls to go over 
the moW1tams so he will tet relief from his troubles. It is so cold here, 
snow in si6ht and freezes ice every night and the wind blows so hard that we 
can't have one bit of comfort, unless one would call it comfortable to have 
their eyes, nose and mouth filled with sand and dust. 
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September 3,- Traveled 10 miles. Bought .cabbage, potatoes and eggs,- ell 
raised in this valley. Fickett is ~bout the saim, he gets the blues very bad 
sorooti::ieli. 

September~,- We have had 4 miles of bood roads, then we struck into the 
ROCYY Gi.:ITON. One would m,turally suprose this rocJd was a mere foot path for 
wild anLnals running ttrough amo~ the rocks. The mountains on each side of 
the road are very high and rocky and COYered with Fine, Ceder and F~ trees 
and are very large. What looks the most sinfular to re is, to see ttese trees 
6rowin:; to sucb e;reat size out of' almost solid rock. The scenery is beautiful. 
All tbrO'..ie,h the canyon. the riprling water flowed quietly elong throuct the 
rocks, when suddenly the water wo-..i.ld rush over hi[h rocks with a f,;reat roarinc 
sound. I'his was a wonderful siE;bt. The rocks on either side of the ro~d are 
various sizes ~nd just room enou[h for a wa[on to pass throUEh between them 
then we h~d to run over small rocks from 1 to 3 feet high. We had tJ-;is kind 
of road for 7 :niles. I have tried to describe the road to you ond well as I 
could in a few words but no person can form a correct idea of this place, un­
less o~e can see it for themselves, Tho'..lf;h the road is bad the scenery is 
beautiful. I love to ride alo!lf; horseback and view it. We have traveled ll 
miles today. This is the first ran6e of the S IE.RP.1. NE VADA .Mo:mT.P.DJS. 

Septercer 5,- Ver"j: f.OOd roi;ds, Traveled ,. miles and car.1f-ed at the fact of the 
sum;:1it, good grass and water. This is a very heavy timbered country. 

Septe::-.oe:r C:.·,- '.-le crossed the first Sum.'ilit of th SIE.H?.J. N'i}!J:."Dl?, it is a Lreat 
mount2.::_11 b:..:.t the road is not as bad as I had expected to ffod it, I rode my 
horse all the way ur except a few ster s which was a s:r!ooth rock, I scrambled 
my way ur tho:t rnd led nzy horse after me. Our two yoke of c.sttle, took us ui: 
with th5 excertion of half a mile, .,nd there we doubled teaw.s and then we 
went u:i;- 1k::.i;htinc I onto the first S~~-.::ar. Then we traveled on cJ few miles a...,d 
ca~ to a Leke of [OOd weter rnd lots of [rrss. Eere we rested ar.d tad dinner 
then rolleci over e. s:nsll roil(h mou.i.kin into e canyon €t tJ-;e foot of the 2 
sum.'":li t, '-de have traveled f. milos to-de.y, all well except l1r . '.F-ickett. 

September 7,- To-clay we have rolled over the last Summit of the Sil.RFcJ.. IGVJ.JJA 
MO'CNTt.r~s. I rode horseback a.ll the way over. We crossed very little sno·.., :mt 
the wind. blew very cold on the Su.ml":lit. This moW1tain is very rocky and steep ... 

"\•!hen we were at th€: foot of tr.e mountain, it looked al:!!ost ..irr1Fossible for a 
team to ge.in the Surn:.nit but we t;;ained it without any diffic:tl.ty of note .;.nd 
have traveled several on this side, over the: worst rocky road that I ever saw. 
We have camped by a mountain stream but very little grass. 

September 8,- We hcve been traveling over mountains all dey, they are quite 
rocky but bood to what they have been for the last four days. Good water but 
little &rass. I rode horseback all the way from C.Jl.RSC!; VJ.LLLY? The wind was 
very strong and cold. I have taken some cold but still keep ~ovine. I do nearly 
all th, work. I make all th(:_; breed and do the cooki.ne_; and lately I have saddled 
and un-saddled my horse. Oh, T just went 1kibhting' over the SIE.Rl-'~ NEVJ.JJA. 
i•Iother hss often heard :ne say thet I should like to cross the Rocky Mountafr..a , 
Well, I am pretty well across and my curiosity is pretty well satisfied. I 
will assure my friends in the States, that I do not escire to cross those 
mountams again. 

* from the original spelling. 
Thus ends the l.Tournal of Belinda Cooley Fickett as I have it. It almost appears 
as though a page were missing. 

\!rs. Harle~- w D 
. P. 0. Box .12Juuma 

lrtlle York, IL 61453 
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