
Ch pter 28 (Continued) 

Leaving Camp Shuman• we pas ed thro t e at Scott, Bluffs halt~ at 

Ficklin• where a detachment the Eleventh Ohio wa.a stat oned • and reported 'tfT tele-

graph our wberea tuts to oods eo:nmana at Fort ""-'rHsl''-'-8. 

e sa: wild sheep sport ng on eott' a Bl rs. e a aw a lot deer . lceihol 

,Butt which s separate f'rgm th Bluff o.t greet di tone • . (Jut. w t epinen 

a.re Peferred as Alco o Butte can only be ectural. 



Chapter 29 Fort litchell and Indian Wertare 

k Twain 1D "roughing it• gives us a graphic picture ot 11.fe at old Fort lU.t.cbell, 

but a more detailed descriptive account is to be round in John Bratt• s 1191101rs, which 

ia here quoted at some length, albeit 1n patches: 

We passed Brown'• Road Ranch west of Scott's Bluff. This was kept by •stuttering 

Brcwn" to whom I will refer • • • we finally wended our n.y through a crooked narrow 

pass, through Scot.t•s murr •••• Two miles west of theN bluffs, standing on the aouth 

bank or the North Platte riTer was Fort Mitchell, a brc>-oollp&J1" adobe poet . Directly 

aouth or this, acroas the overland trail, stood the Mitchell Road Ranch and stage station 

kept at this ti e by John Sibson • • • • Twelve mlies west or this we passed Hone ... reek 

ranch kept b;r Charles Blunt •••• 

•The seoond da.7 after OUl" arrival the etage coach from the east and a 12-wagon 

mule team caae through the blufts and opened the trail so our hone e.nd mule trains, 

w1 all extra bullwhackers we could spare, pulled out for Nebraska City. The wagons 

were formed in a circle near the corral, stripped or bows and sheets, and the ax yokea 

and chains all stored under cover at the Sibson road ranch, with the exception or • • • 
the wagon boss, who went out to Robideau Springs lfith the cattle wbere we int.ended to 

winter them. 

"The road ranch we.a large, bllilt ot cedar logs, and Lad snen f'air-sized rooms 

beaides the store .. It had dirt f'loore and root . It bad a large corral built out ot 

cedar loge set closely together SOM three or four teet in the grott.d , with port hole1 

on all sides • •• there ere Sfferal Indian tepees pitched outside but near the corrale . 

A large one waa occupied by John Hunter, a white man who bad married General Garner's 

sq wif'e, b7 whom Mr. . Hunter had several half'-breed children. The other tepees were 

occupi9Cl b;y relatives and friends of llr. Hunter's Indian amUy. • • • 

• The tort across the road was garrisoned by two companies or the Eighteenth infot.ry 

under Capt in Hughes. One ooapany had been mounted. Hie garriaon was kept bu.87 protect 

the atag, coachu, road ranches between Fort Laraaie and Pole Creek, and freight and 
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Chapter 29 ( Cont.inued) 

emigrant trains, BIid keeping up the overland telegraph line built by FA.ward Creighton 

end othera." (1861) . 

There were sweral minor sldrmiehe11 be een whites and Indians during the trouble­

eo e aixties which took place ithin the Yery shadow or Scotts Blutt, and at least two 

a1seable battles are recorded. Sk letons in aaociat.ion with bullets and arrowheads 

tell stories or atealth and IIUl"der, and bumed wagon train sit.ea testify to isolated 

raids. Gran\ Shumway in his "Hiatory or ft"estem Nebraska" tells hair--raieing tale ot 

an buscade at cbell Pua, and the _,_,..._ battle b6tw en Indians and the Harne1 

oonvo;y which he calls the "Battle ot S~ta m.urr Mountain Pua.• Details f'ollow: 

"Thia convo,y "8.8 in August, 1866, in charge or freight outfits tor Fort Leraaie an4 

beyond as t&Z" as Salt Lake City •••• Th ere camped at the spring some distance 

eut or the IIOID'ltain, and in the rning the wagons started out a short distance &head 

or the aoldiera ••• thne wagons re 11onng through the gap when attacked. The sound 

of battle reached the eoldiera, who were just mounting, and they started forward at a 

gal.lop ••• • Instead of' heading straight tor the gap they rode towsrd the point or 

rocks ldlCllffl as Eagle Crag, just north of the re t pathway that leada up to the moun­

tain f'rolll the eut. At 1ta base the caY&l.ry parted and one halt nung around to the 

aouth, alcirting Engine Rock• and the others es&qed to negotiate the Bad Landa north 

of the IIIOWltain ••• thoee oCllling upon the rear o.r the wagon train engaged the lndiana 

who just e.p~ over the u-........ t or t.be gap, while the others, after riding u far " 

t:1 could on their horses, prcc ded on root. ,1'h1e g&Te tb a good advantage, f<>r the . 

Indiana were qing on the wes\ al.opes or the l'ooke that guard the • and. bidde 1n 

raYinee, buaily engaged with en 

or the eoldien . 

to the eut of thal, and clid not notice the approach 

•Their tirat int· 

4 dlJr tire upon th 

tion ot the existence ot this toroe waa wh the soldiers opened 

in their expo ed po•itiona. They fied toward the south est, 

bile out or.one or t e gulches on the prairie in that d1rect1cm came an Indian having 
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Cha :ter 29 (Cantinu ) 

or s The t ot' 

~ lef't n ir hors s 

but the oldiers rand cro st 

s unted and 2"0de a: 

the Bed '"-'CM.AICI purm.fi:t 

a and climb tne 

OU ni ed everal th Indians wile eY, 

ran e. 

to Raub! 

t e ndians 

t guards 

sti mount 

ux. • 

t e 

and witlun 

"'l'he )0 that ere de d were buried a fe rods we t ~ t e est end ot t lie .., • • • •" 



Chapter 30 Hone Creek Battle and the Two Pua Rout.ea 

In addition to being the ait.e ot the famous peace council or 1851 tween the white 

and the Indiana, the site ot a stage and pony res'B lftat1on , and the junction ot 

important trails, the mouth of Borae ek is biatorically s1gnif"ioant because of a 

blood7 battl which occurrea. in that vicinit7 in June or 1865. (Horse creek ia 

approximately 12 allea weat or Scotts Blu.tr. ) At that ti.Ile it was deemed adrlsable b,y 

the ocmmend at Fort Laramie to remoye the friendly Indians f'rom the central scene or 

hoatilitie .. From Grant ShUJnnr s ''History or Western ll'ebraeka• we get the following 

account, 

It seems a COllpaDJ" or 135 eoldiera under Captain Fouts was directed to act. aa an 

escort tor about 1500 Indians, including aquaws and poo es , who agreed to be removed 

to Fort Kearne,.. They proceeded don the south aide of the riYer. There as nothing 

ot auspicious note, mccept signal fires on the hills. On the afternoon or the thir­

teenth or June the part:, ent into cup on Horse creek and the Indians proceeded to g1v 

a do~ feast . In the evening 382 ot the tmrriore congregated in secret couno11. The 

otficera ere seriously anxious to kno just what waa going on, yet their beat efforts 

tailed or finding out. On the morning of the fourteenth the advance guard atarted at 

tiYe o'clock, the idea being to conr the 18 miles to the meadows near Fort Mitchell. 

The retinue was just getting under ny hen shote rang out in the rear , and the Indiana 

made a concerted dash tor the north bank of the river. In the aelee there were numeroua 

·asu.altiea, but the bulk of the IncUans ef'fected a caaplete escape, leaving the eoldiera 

baffled. 

Although, as have seen, llitchell Pasa lJecame an important f'ooua ot t;nmecontinental 

travel in the t'it"tiea and sixties, it must always hoe presented something of a hurdle 

because of its precarious passage. Jackson dascribee his experience in 1866; 

In the p.m.. e drove up into the pass that leads through Scotts• m.urra. We bad 

one ot the steepest and worst gul.che• to drive through that•• have yet had. Got 
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Chapter 30 (Continued) 

through eaf'el.Y,. Had a trying time getting auppei-. No spring in the paae and had to 

send three miles to the river for water . Our camp is in one of the narrow parts or 

the pass and the IIBll.s rise up perpendicularly on either hand.• 

r 

The new routing or the Trail through 111.tchell Pass did not mean that travel across 

Boubideaux Pase was altogether abandoned. It is wen likely' that travel was about eq'U&lJ.T I 

divided tor a number or years and we can imagine emigrants quarreling about directiona 

when they came to the fork Just south ot present Gering. Ref'erencea to Roubideaux and 

his hostelry are found art.er 1852. Dr. Thomas Flint in 1853 1tes: 

11Cue to a trading post and blacksmith shop run by' a French C~.nadian living with a 

Sioux wife or wives. The place is a little way below Scott' a Blutt. His prices, 

for shoeing en oz, $1 per pair (one foot) tor shoes and 4 cents apiece for nail.11 . 0 

As late as 1860 we find the famous English traveler Bur\on mentioning Rou.bideamu 

n e paaaed a ranch called Roubidoux Fort trora the w 11-kno Indian trader or that D81NJ 

it is now occupied by a Canadian or French Creole ••• with a Sioux s •" In 1875 

la.for Horth and his f'amoua Pawnee scouts enCB111ped at Roubideaux PaSB, or so it would 

seam f'rom an account of the expedition, so that it is not unlikely that the Roubides.mc 

Pus route was never abandoned entirely by soldiers and emigrants. 

Ro more eloquent testimony to the hietoric •inenoe ot Roubidea.ux Pass can be tomld 

than that turnished by the row of" lonely unknown pioneer graves near the spring, and the 

intermittent deep parallel wagon-ruts which spread beyond the Paes towards V.'yoming . 

Becau• it was the later route, the Mitchell Pass route baa lived 110re yiUcll7 in t h 

ainds of aen, and given rise to an ill-founded belier in eome quarters that it was the 

original and only pas• ot conaequenoe in the region .. These notes have been written to 

turniah the reader with a proper perspective or the historic geography ot the Scotts 

Bluff' region. Ther is no intention or • 1u1•1•1ng the illportance of Mitchell Pass; but 

more attention bu been dwoted to Roub1deaux Pase because ot cmrrent miaconceptiona 

w1th rep.rd to it, based on 1nauf'fic1mt knowledge ot local topography. Arter all, 
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Cha ter 30 ( Oo :titiJU ) 

Scott• B1Dtt' Rational onument, rbil it is ccmfined in area to lite 11 Pua and Scotts 

Blurt proper, 1 in a very real sense a aymbol or and a UIIOrial to the entire Ore;c:m 

Trail, rath than to one eaall segment o£ it. 
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Chapter .)l Pioneer. Service 

Scotts Blurt, sentinel at the gat y ot the tar west, witn888ed many rapid che 

in methods or transoontinental eommunicatlo1111. llo chapter in this saga is more thril­

ling than that of the pioneer mall, wit~ its triuaphs over heart-breaking obstaclea. 

It bridged a gap bat een the "forty-niners" and the 'Iron horse." the location or the 

mail route ffllB a source of much controversy, because the "OYerland mail" was regarded 

aa the forerunner ot the railroad, and the advance guard or settlement. However, ulti­

mate v1oto17, expedited by the Cinl war, was tor the "northern route" of which Scotts 

Bl.utr waa an outpon. 

The ocean eteuer the tint regular agency ot OOIDIIWdcation bet een the eaat 

and newly acquired California and Oregon. The Pacific •11 Steamship eompany operated 

from 1848 until 18,S, arriving semi onthly at San Francisco amid mu.ah celebration, and 

to conaiderable p:rotit tor the prcaotera . 

Pressure tor an OYerland •11 increased. lilltary authorities established a regular 

aenice be een their posta, but only for their own benefit. April 17,181.8, th97 ois-

P tched lit Carson with the tint mail carried overland trosa the Pacitic to the Atlantic • 

. oat ot the early overland enterprises wer proaoted by private companies. In the 

winter ot 1849 the federal ovornment established a poet office at Salt Lake Cit7, and 

authorized a bi-monthly mail between there and Council Blutra. 

In 1850 a contract wae made with Samuel Woodson ~ Ind pendence, lo., tor the trano­

port.ation or the mail from the lliasouri 11.Ter to Salt I.eke City, monthly each w,q. 

The aem.ce continued r~ yea.re. This p1Cllleer mail roll owed the Oregon trail up the 

Platte,_ t Scotts Blurt, and through South pass. fue to innumerable difficulttu, 

the trip n• seldom made in schedule tim, and was practicall.J suspended during winter 

months. In L 54 W. •• F. gra,, became the new contractor bet en lndepend nc and 

Salt Lue City. 'lile •11 w e to be carried in tour-bone ooa.chea in 30 day's. A new 

oont.ract a entered in 1856 with Hiram lillball, who was backed bT the Uormon leaderaJ 

'but thia am.erpriaa came to an abrupt close with the advent ot the "Xormon war• or 1857-8. 
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Cbai:-,ter .31 ( Continued) 

The tint United States mail bet een California and Salt lake City waa established 

in 18Sl. Contract wa• made with .Abs.olu 1'oodtmrd and George Cborpenning ror a monthly 

aervioa, t.he trip to be made in 30 days. Serious obetaclea encountered in the rona 

ot h :vy anmr and hostile Indiana; but Cborpenning succeeded in eatabllllhing this route 

and contract waa let to him in 1854 for eerYice bet een S .. lt Lake City end San Diego . 

The aerrloe a unally perto on horaeback. 

In September, 1857. a six yMr contract was entered into with John Butterf'ied tor 

oar17ing i la ewer a aoutheinroute trom St.. Louie to San Pranoiaoo through El Paao and 

I • Northerners ndemned this "ox-bow route aa a slave-holder's coup to secure a 

continental railroad tor the south. Ho ever, the Butterfield Overland llail a a 

popular and auoceellf'ul institution until the outbreak or the C1T11 war. 

Between 1857 and 1859 there were extensive incre&HB in mail lines to the P citio. 

Upon t.he line tz:c;ill Independence to Salt. Lake City (past Soott.a Bluff) a contract s 

e with John M. Moc tor a ekly aerrloe in f'our-mule carriages on a 20-day 

ech nle; and orge Chorpen.aing' a contract from Salt L e C:t7 to California was along 

th• Central (Oregon trail) route from lndepend nee , llo ., , to Placerrl.lle, Calif. , G 

in ope :tion on a 38 day schedule. 

Other routes eetabliahed during this period re rrcm Kansas City• llo., t.o Stockton• 

Cali£. , v1a Santa Fe 110Dthl.7; San Antonio to Sen Diego •=t.-m· Orleans to Sul 

Franoiaco, via Tehwm e c . s · nthly. Poat t er Gener-al Brown of Tennessee was 

cbief'ly responsible for this program. 

llhile the through mail lines to Calitonµa were being imprond and the rout•~ 

t e ted , and while co ess was debati.ng questions of postal policy, a new need tor 

extension developed with the discovery of gold in Colorado. This was served originall7 

bf the Leavemrorth and Pikes Peak Express, sponsored by the great freighting firm ot 

Rua ell• Majors and Waddell. It operated along the South Platte, puaing about 75 

alles iate~ aouth or Scotts mutt• 

In 1860 was formed the Cmtral Overland and Jikea Peak E,cpres compan,,y • which 
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Chapter J1 (Continued) 

88 

en 

contrql ot tb.e entire Mi 

t eott Bl r,. Unlike the 

service ov --r t e antral route the main line 

tterfield route, w t h its tat sidy fro ... the 

gov~rnment, W.a colo sal enterprise wae •.oll sustained b.r privote ital. Its 

hioh 

c hie projector u.nd pre i dent es ill.is.m B. Russell ", •a oleon et TTost dre er 

and doer founder ot the Pony- Expres . 



Chapter 32 Th Pony Expre 

"Here he comest Every neck is stretched further, and every eye strained wider. 

q across the endless dead lnel or the prairie a black speck appears against the 

sky •• • • In a second or two it becomes a horse and rider, rising and falling, riaing 

and fe.111. - weeping toward us, nearer and nearer--growing more and more distinct, more 

and more sharply defined-nearer and still nearer, and the nutter or mars come faintly 

to the ear-another instant, a whoop and a hurrah trom our upper deck, s. wave ot e. 

rider• a hand, but no reply, a man and a horse burst past our excited faces, and go 

winging away like a belated f'ragment of a atormt" 

Such is Twain's unique description or the passing Pony Express . 

The stoey or Scotts m.urr would be incomplete without a reference to that unique 

institution called the Pony Expreas, or the Lightning Mall. The scheme was devised, 

it seems, far the purpoee or demonstrating the practicability of the Central route or 

Salt Lake route tor year-round travel, as against the southern or Butterfield rout; it 

was not intended to be, and it cert ·'nly was not , a mon97-maker. The enterpris was 

proaoted and managed By 111118.lll H. Ruaaell, of the firm or Russell, Major-s and Waddell, 

who controlled the OTerland Mall from t h Missouri river to Placerville. On the Jrd 

or April, 1860, there was a simultaneous start from the two ends of the line-St. 

Jonph and San Francisco. The arrangement• were ao well planned and executed that the 

express was carried t~ in excellent time, as per schedule (75 ponies, llissouri to 

Calitornia 1n lot da7s). 

The route taken b)' the P007 kpreaa we.a that approximately of the Oregon-California 

1.rail-Sto Joseph, Marysville, Book Creek, Fort lteamey, Cottonwood Springs, Julesburg; 

across the South Platte up Lodgepole creek, aaroaa Tbirty- mle ridge to Mud Springs; 

thence to Courthouae Rock, past Chbm97 Rock and Scott• Blutf, and on to Fort Laramie; 

South pass, Fort Bridge-ro and Salt Lake C~ty; Camp noyd, Rllby Valley, Fort Churchill 

&Dd Carson City; Genoa, Lake Tebo, Placerville, Sacramento; thence by boat to San 

Franciaco. 



Chapter 32 (Continued} 

The atationa in the Scotts Bluff region were at McArdle'a ranch at Mud Spring 

(south or Bri0p!>Ort}; Clwme:y Rock station, 25 miles east or the bluff; Scotts B).utr 

station, five miles east of the bluff, and Lower Horse Creek station. The Scotts Bluff 

station wae 20 feet by 50 teet and had sod walls )0 inches thick. It ultimately- became 

the llark Coad ranch houae in lffi; and, being adjacent to the river bank, appears to 

have been washed any in recent years by flood waters. Very raw records have been 

preserved of the brief Po07 Express history i.n t.he Scotts Bluff area. It is known that 

J im Moor first started to ride the Pony Express out or Mud Springs, and thia atat.1on 

nentuall;y bee e his ranch. It is also on record that Charles Clift had a ail"&culous 

escape at'ter a fight wit.h aoae Indiana at Scotts Bluff. 

Stations or log, stone or adobe were established at ayerage intern.ls of 15 milea., 

c pt in h08't.1le Indian country two men re maintained at each post. The horses wer 

the fiMat available, mostly half-breed California mustangs, famous for fieetness and 

endurance. The riders ere keen young men, selected for nerve, light weight and depend­

abili t7. Tt197 were 8l"ll8d light, and generally depe!'ld upon the speed or their mount• 

tor safety- from Indian attacks. Each man rode f'rom 57 to 100 miles rowKi trip twice a 

week, pay 150 to ~150 according to the r1aks involYed o 

The mall was carried in four small leather bags called "cantinas" aned to a sq '"\re 

"mochila.• The same "mochila"wa• tranaferNd troa rider to rider until it reached the 

opposite end or the line. The maximum weight for any mail was 20 pounde. Charges ?:are 

reduced frm ts to $1 per ounce . The only serious interruption in the s i - 11 ekl:, sohed• 

ul• was the Washoe Indian war 1n N a in 1860. a,. the aid or the advancing t.el~ph 

at each end or the 11M good time was made in the tranamiaaion or message•. The beat 

time was made in careyine the nna or Lincoln'• election from Fort Kearney to Fort 

Oburchill 1n Biz days . 

When the Paciric Telegraph line waa completed Oct. 24, 1861, the Pony Expreaa came 

to a cloee. Although the Express as a prin.te enterprise and was a financial. failure 
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Chapter 32 (Continued) 

it was very successful in demonstrating the practicability of the Central route~ 

marking the }la.th or the first transcontinental railroad, and helpinr; t.o unite the Paci.fie 

coast and the Rocky Mountain region to the union during the ominous f1r:,t year of the 

Civil war. (See L. Hafen: The Oyerland Mail) • 
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Chapter D Iadio.n Honiliti s or 1862-1865 

The post o.t't'ice appropriation bill of Friarch 2, 1861, provided r or the transportation 

of letter mail au: times a eek over the Central route trcm the llisaouri river t.o la. r­

Yille, and t ri- kly to Denver and Salt Lake .::ity. Contract was arde to the 

Butt rf eld interests ror one million dollars. This mail line, which supplanted that 

of the Central ()ve,·land California Pike' a Peak Express company, followed the Oreion 

trail route up the North Platte past Scotts Bluff until Ju.l.)r • 1862, when it ._a tra.ns­

f rred to the Cherokee or Onrland trail. 

The Indiana disturbances upon t.he nort em course was the excuse for transference. 

The ne• route followed up the Soutn Platte to the 1DOUt.h of the Cache la Poudre, through 

Virginia Dale, ac:rosa the Laruie plains, rouading Elk mountain and desce.r ing to the 

North Platte near the mouth or Sage er ek . Croaai • the tfort.h Platte the l'O!ld led 

wutward through Bridg~r paaa, dong the Red desert., down Bi.tter creek to the Green, 

then up Black' a tol"k to Fort Bridger, ·her the old line was interHCtedo Thia OTerland 

at.age route approximates the Union Paoitic railroad and the Lincoln highway or today 

through southern Wyoming. 

Indian hostilities turned the route of the OYerland stage southward from Scotts 

Blurt; and probably inf'luenoed the location of the f'irat transcontinental railroad, 

~oh might otherwise haTe u d the ~orth Platte Talley put Scotts m.urr. Isolated 

depretle.tions on established routes or travel er report during the r1rtia4, but it 

wa• not until the sixties, when the Indiana read the true significance or the long 

eoYered wagon trail• and bleacning buffalo bones, that the upri&ing:s bec6.llle general. 

Early in 1862 tM red rauders we1 buey ing stations b t e n Fort Bridger and the 

North latte, destroying 118.11 and ooachea and killing attendants . Regular• and TOlWl-

eer soldiera ere diepatched to Quell the re cine. !Qe .,ere hampered by the Indian' s 

cuaning method or guerilla arr e, and by a ehorta or ell-equipped troops, due to 

the Civil war. 

With the eb11't from the South pua (North Platte ) route to the Bridger pus (Sou\h 
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Platte) route, Fort Laramie was left to the north or the mail line; so Fort Halleck a 

established at the north base or Elk mountain, where the Cherokee trail rounded the 

::ea101 e Bow range. Since the telegraph line ran via. the South pass {!forth Platte) 

route, the troops had two lines or comam1cat1ona to keep open. Bence the eatabliehllent 

ot an outpost ot Port Eitchell, near Scotts Blutt, and other outlfing points, 111 

spite of the shift aouthward ot the atage lines .. 

Lida and counter,,,,,attacka, battles and ssam-es• burnings and outrages happened 

in rapid wcceaaion along th at e routea between 186)-5 •. en ion hu n made of 

battles in the noinity or Scotts Blutr during this period. The moat seriou.e trouble 

wu · th the plains Indians . In 186J General tchel.1, commaxM:ter of the !febraaka di~ 

tr1at, and for whom fort. Mitchell was named, held three councils wltb the Sioux, but 

each anded in tallure. In th spring or 1864 IIUJ'derous raid• on stage station•, wagon 

traina and white set tl8118nta began in earneat, taking an eno ~ toll of lite and 

propert7. The white seemed in po.ble or concerted action tor cruahing the r EU" . 

With the oDOOlling or winter 1864 the Indians, having had their bellytull of bl ood 

and plunder, were ready tor pesce and govern.rnent rations. JU.11tar, sentiment wu in 

taYor ot punishing the Izvliana severely bef ore peace s made. ln thi• direct.loll 

.---·:nated in the Sam creek m.a.nae 1D ROYemher., 1864, or Blaok Kettle' a band_ ot 

Chey me•• By way- or repr1aal about a thousand warriors ::nvo ped down on Juleeburg and 

Fort Rankin (100 llilu 40lit t ot Scotts Blutt) , killing solc;liers and plundering th 

town {both t· e e affairs are pictured in then~ ·r.egon Trail ·u"'eum) . 

Early in 1865 the South Platte ftlley ted b,r th• aa.n.g~. Forces station• 

ed at Fort ~ (later Fort S ick} and Valle)' atation • re unable to cope with ttie 

situation. Moving north toward the P er river country, the Indians were opposed 

iadeoiaiYely by u. s. C 

Blutt. 

ry at lud Springe (south ot present Bridgeport) and at Scott 

The Overland 1 semce was badly' diarupted during these atrenuous days, and 
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Cl apter (Cont nued) 

r au .e · only under strong ilitary protection. Throughout the su~.r.ier or 1865 Ind.;.ans 

cont nuec. \o hara~• the •ta ;e snd telegr'!:h l:'..nes and to murder uneeccrted civill 

al-, the Chero1'-ee trail (Julesb'Ul·,. to Fort Hallee\ and along the lorth Platte ( bat-

een Scott• Blurt d Port Laran ie) • At this t lme occ, !' the fa.moue Pl tte 3ride 

tight on the site or !Jresent Ct.is, er, Wyo. Aa winter ar,;:,ro c .. ed, the ditficulties 8\lb­

aided and a pe~c-e t reaty Wl!.8 nee tiated by Generl:.l Sanborn on the r\rar:$as. 
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Chapter 34 S a Coach DBT• 

The daily Overland Mail cont.ract. tor 18r4-68 w a nrded to Ben Holladq ~or the 

service troll the e uri river to Salt Lake City, and to Williaa Dinaaore tor Hl'Tice 

trom Salt Lake City to Folsom Cit7, Calit. Tripa nre made 1n 16 daqe eight 110,,tha or 

the year, and 20 days th remaining OUI mootha . 

The in l ine left Atchison, Kana,; in Nebraska terrii,017 it touched Gr,qaona, 

Big Sandy, Thanpson, lion., Little Blue, Libert:, farm, Lone Tree, Th1rt7-two Mlle creek , 

Suamit, Hook's, Fort Kearney, Platte atat1on, Craig, Plum creek, Willow Island , idn , 

Gil.Jaan' s, Cottonwood Springs, Cold Springs, Fre t Spring, Elk Horn, AlkaU lake, 

Sand Hill, Diallond apring, South Platte and Juleabui-g. At. certain eea.sona or the 7ear, 

d ~ orm1 b7 th eat er, the line to the North Platte t'ollow1Dg the route or 

t.he Oregon trail through Mitchell paas to Fort Laramie 

i'lte ree1d1ng genius or 1he Overland Mall during the halcyon 111.ddle aixt1 as Ben 

Holladay, who controlled nearly s.ooo .Uea ot stage lines, Under hie aupeniaion the 

Onrland line was well organised, etticiantly conducted, a.ad o· ed substantial 

protits. 

The Overland Mall wbiob, as a senger carrier a own as the Overlan stage 

1ftlB an in8Yitable and unforgett. ble, it trana ent se o the tier nst . A romantic 

end desperate crew s the agent "boas; n the conductor ot passe ors , the mall guard 

and the drinr or each 200 1111.e diviaion. A good atage dr1voo al aye a oturesque 

cbaract ILII.IICl,.I.Ja'ed a good ealary, and regsrded .ta Job as a sacred trust. The atationa 

ere bllahed at inte"als or 10 to 15 llilu . lwer;r 50 ailea or so were •home sto.tionsn 

where the driver•• route ended, anc here aen er could obtain meal.a. Thoae inter-

vening ere ed • s,:nng om, The ataticma along the Platt were llNllll.7 one to 

t hree-room tructurea built ot hft'D loga, with sod roof sad dirt noor. Adobe or stone 

was employed in acae or the buildings farther west. :.1a.J"k Twain givea ua a fine descrip­

tion, which probably titted the isolated stations near Scotts Blutta, long since 

diaap ed. 
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Chapter 3.4 ( Continued) 

•Tb• at.at.ion building• e long, low huts, Ila.de or sundried aud-colored bricke, 

laid up without mart. • The roots • • • were thatched and aoddad or covered with a 

thick lqer ot earth, and trom this sprang a rank growth or eed and graH • • . • Th 

buildings cona.iated ot ba.rua, stable-room for 12 or 15 hor•es, and a hut tor an ea.tine­

room tor the puHDger• •• •• You had to band 1n order t.o get in at the door. There 

wa• no fiooring but the ground was packed hard. The.re •a no atove, but the tireplac 

• ned all n edful. purpo••• • • •• There were no &helves, no oupboarda, no closets. 

The table w s a greaq board on etilte.• 

The f ous Concord st.age-coach as manuf'aotured bf the Abbott- 1ng co pany ot 

Concord, N. H. The coachea uauall.J employed OD the •Overland" had provisions tor Dine 

paeee era, three to a eeat and one ~r more on the ou~elde. Coaches nner lacked tor 

1,1CU::1a oc:wgera, in addition to a subatantlal load of 11. At time 12 to 15 were crowded 

ill and on top, to ~1ng and and Joggle across the con1t1nent. Ia 186) fare t'rom 

Atobison to Placerville was 225. 

In 1866 Holladay dlapoeed or hi• hold1ngs to elle, Pargo and c any, who thence­

· rorwar controlled praoticall7 all expre • and stage l'Olltea west or the 11ssiaalppl. 

During 1867 there were ne Indian outbreaks, and the OYerland route was aerioualy 

obstl"UCted from Fort. Kearney to the Green river. for a tiae traffic was again diverted 

tro the Scot.ta Bluff region to the South Platte. 

By the cloee or 1867 tbe adYancing Union Pacific and Central Pacific rail ye had 

r~laced a majcr part of the coach aerYice east or Denver.. At the aame time branch and 

parallel lines or coaches were opening new paths and marking the routes for n railroads , 

auch aa the Southern ar Bl1t.terf1eld route, pioneering tor the Southern Pacific railroad. 

The first transcontinental railroad as 0011pletod auoh sooner than bad been anticipated, 

and the stage contractor• loat hea.rtly. When the golden spike was driven at Prollont01"7 

Point, utah, 10, 1869, the ()yerland stage becue automatically defunct; bllt. it bad 

aerved 1 in it role aa a "promoter of settleoent and a preouraor ot railroads. ( 

Hafen: Tbe Ot-e:rland ~.) 
-102-



Chapter 35 The Iron HorH 

It wae quite b7 eblmce, a• llUOh aa ena1,neer1ng logic, that the line or the 

Uniou Pacilio-the tint tranaoontinental railroad-tollOffed the "()yerland rout.a up 

the South Platte rather than the •Oregon-Calitorrda trail" up th• North Platte. As e 

haYe seen, Indian depredation• ot the early eixtie• decided Holladay to move his atage 
' 

llnea to the more eouthern route, and there they continued tor the moat part,. Tb\19 1 t 

was largely by force ot habit, groond b7 t.he overland at.age, that the projectors ot the 

iron horse decideci .againat the Nort.b Platte vall97 route . The continuation ct Indhn 

hoetllitiea during the f'irat. oonetruotion period wae probably an additional factor in 

infiuencing the final deoieion which lett Scott• Blutr excluded from t.he favored line 

~ OOPrun!oatioll. 

In later yea.re the Burlington and the Union Paallic railroads both lo • tad branch 

lines up the lort.h Platte val.197, in recopition or the pot.ential wealth of the regiODJ 

but the n,ea:t!"est Soott.a Bluff came to being a lendMr't on a. great westward trunk line a 

in .luguat, 1865, when General GNDYlll •• Dodge reoonnoitered the Upper Platte oountrT 

on hor aback. On thi• trip he located Cheyenne pass that predicated the Lodgepole 

creek, rat.her than th9 Rort.h Platte route. But Scott.a Blutf' did obtain NOognit1on, 

b7 a ek tob drawn b7 the general on August 2!'/ or the defile through llitobell pus. 

the ird:tial step in the direation or Pacific rail ay building was the sucoeu ot 

a bill subaitted to congnt1111 in 1853 by Senator Sal.moo P. Chaff or Ohio, providing ror a 

aune7 ot tour routes to the Paaitio cout . Jetteraon Davis, eecret&r7 of nr, •ent 

fi,re other surveying oorpa into the tield on his own 1Ditiat1Ye. One ot the survey 

OTer the •Ovei,land route• bet een parallels 41 and 42--also known•• the "Central• or 

rm.on" route. 

The yeara between 1850 and l86o marked a period of storm and stress in which section-

liem and looalism ere 8D&'&ied in dram ng and quartering Pacit'io rail measures . Th 

aooompl.ish..""l8nt ~ a transcontinental rail was predestined to await the ergenciu ot 

t., .. , .. 1.1i .. il war . The secee ion ot aout.hern eta.tea .in 1860-61 ailenced NCtioual opposition. 

-10)-



~er 35 (Continued) 

Th f ou enabling aot signed by Preeident Lincoln on July 1, l.862. ONated the "UDion 

Pacific Railroad COJlplllQ'," which corporation was "authorised and powered to la:, out, 

locate, oonstruot, t'urnieb, aaint.ain and enjoy a continuous railroad and I~ph frCII 

a poin~ on the 100th meridian or loqitude west rrom Greenwich, between the south margin 

~ the ftlley ot the Re blican riYer and the north margin ot the ~ey ot the Platte 

river, in the territory or Bebraaka to the •••tern bound•.ey ot N ada t.errit01"7 •• • • It 

1• al.so b7 the bill bond-aided at the rate or $16,000 per llile, east or the 110t111taina, 

p&¥able 1n gold • • •• The track upon the entire railroad and branchea ahall be ot 

UDifol'II idth, to be determined by t.he president ot the United Stat • •• • The gradee 

and curve• ahall not exc 

railroad • •• • Ir said roade are not. completed so aa t.o fora a contin\lOU6 line or rail­

road ready for use rrca the tiaaouri r1Ter to the vigable waters or \he 

r1•ar 1D Calit"ornia by the first. day or Jul.7 11 1876, the whole of Aid railroad • • o ahall 

be forteit.ed to, and be tak n poaseuion or, bJ' the United Statea. • 

Cont,ingenoiu 811d uncertainties or t.he CiYil e.r oramp the ea.r}J grc,wt.h or the 

iron horse , but gradually the viaion materialized under the leader i p of Theodore P. 

JUdah in the west, and ThOll&s c. Dorant and General Dodge in the east . 

The enormity ot the undertaking ia better undentood b7 realising that the whole 

route pract1call1 clffo1d of UT construction material except the soil tor the 

Six and a quarter llilllon ties • re needed and th97 muet be hewn rrom trees felled in 

i chig and .Pennsylv ·a; 350,000 tona of iron rails and their titt.inga; all bridge 

structural supplies 11Uet be wagoned b;y bull t eu troll central I , at a staggering 

• 

coat; gold was at a 50 per cent p.remi ; war tim stringeD07; labor aoal'Ce and uaoting, 

and• frontier field dangeroua from Indian depredation-.till no auch record tor pid 

conatruction has ever been made in t.he countey• a history. Exactly three y , eix 

a>ntha and t.en days to build the road t 

Conatruet.icm was completed to Cheyenne , 100 mil to the south or Scotts 81.utf, 1n 
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Chapt er JS (Continued) 

t.be fall or 1867. In the Sootta Blurt gion_ the Indians were partiaularly hostile , 

and every_ .Ue or the iron bone l"Olae bad to be built under r1ne fire. 

The tirst rail as laid July 10, 1865 , al.ong the bottom• bet een CUt-Ott lake and 

'the grade leading through the hill• cut of toward t.be summit . On 10, 1869 , 

was laid the last. t.ie, or Calitol"Dia laurel, tinel.7 poli ed., and o ient&d with a eilv 

esoutcheon , and the laat spiku ot eol1d gold 4Dd tlv r-at Promontory Point, Utah. 

The oontill•t. was spanned th a ribbon of ateel . The UDion ot f'ree atatea 

oonsolicls.ted. East and west Joined hand.a in commerce, destined to IIUltipq a hundr~ 

told; thue wa f ed the indus risl backbone ot the ealthiest ai:id aon powerful or 
nations. 
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Chapter 3~ Dec;.line ot t.he Bed Kan 

Scotts Blutt played a signal part in the history- ot the red man. Aa •• have NeD1 

tho North Platte valley was a natural corridor tor the migration or primitive tribes ; 

u evidenced bJ' the immme:·able art.itacta or wide variet1 and source or origin tound 

in thia neighborhood. The bluff must have been a lancbnark, an out.post and a campsite 

to aboriginal tribes, as •ell aa the westering white man. In historic tiaea, the rapid 

decllne or the red man was witnessed in silent sympath7 b7 the rugged aea.tinel blurt.­

Within its Yeey shadow the epic t edy was enacted 1D a CJCl• of peace councils, broken 

treaties, 1Ddignitiea, d.epredat.iona, and open warf' • 

lhen the white trappers and t,radera (Frenchman, Engliehman and Spuds.rd) ti.rat 

hmuied. his lands, the Indian or the Gre.,t Plaina ••• cont•ptuoua ot their iuigniticant 

nwabera. These whi ta men ere tar too r to beoo e powerful en ••, they brought 

de irable trade gooda (including firewater), aud there ft8 enough ot nature' a bounty tor 

all, anyn.y-. Ia time the traders intermarried with the Indian t:ribea and coalitiona 

arose. Theae opposing combinations often relllllted in a f ·traders and trappers losing 

their lives, or at beat. their livestock and au.ppllea, but the total lose or lite and 

propert.7 at Indian hands iaa quite ...U t.hroughout the period ot 1800-1840. 

Onl7 with the cc:aing ot the Oregon-Cal.U'onia emigrant.a did the Xnd1ana begin to 

realise the powar and tut.ure ot the conquar1ng whites. The buffalo 'beoame a little 

lesa numerous, and various epideaic diseases began to take an increasing toll ot t.he 

aborigines. It Wl!I.S not, howeve.r, until the throngs or the Callto:r'Di.a emigration, 

1849-1859• pushed aoro•• the plains• sla:ught,ering countlua buffalo, stripping the 

torage along the migration rou.tea , and filtering out into the Indian ocunt17, that the 

red man began to take poait.iYe aotim. By that tiae the Pawnees had relinquished all 

right• (1833) to land.a south ot the Platte and east of the Forks. lforth and eat of 

that line :re the reltleea 811d powerful Taton Dakota , •1th their alliu, the Obey: nne 

and pabo . 

The United Statea gOYernment had placed these Indiana, in 1846, in the upper Platte 
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Chapter 36 (Contlnud) 

aDd Arkansa• ency, under the able old mountaineer , those.a 11tzpatrick. During his 

period in of'f'ice until hi• death in 1854, there t'IBS comparatively Uttle trouble with 

these Indiana. In tact, in 1851 1 there 'ml engineered, through Fitzpatrick, Father De 

Smet , Jim Bridger, Robert Caapbell, D. c. itch ll and eome others, the gre1tteet peace 

council ever. held in the plai.ne. 

In Septemb r of 1851, between 8,000 and 12,000 Dakotas, Chqennes, Arapahos , Crows, 

Snakes , Beea, .l.aa1n1boinee and Gros Yentres aaeembl-1 at Port Larami , then moved down 

to cuping grounds at the mouth ot Horse creek, 15 mile• we ~ ~ Sootta Bl.utr. The 

Arapahos , Cheyennes and Dakotas coped along the north bank of the Platte; the American 

comaisaionera occupied the nsula between the streams; and the troops and visiting 

tribes encamped around the treaty ground aouth ot Hone er ek. Due in part to the pre­

sence of De Saet and Fitspatrick (the two moat trusted white men on the Great Plaine), 

the treat7 council ent aoo\bly and the Indiana pl'Olliaed peace and tree saaga or 

emigrants through their lands in return tor annual allowonces . Thia treaty wae evidently 

entered into in good ta1th b;r all. 

Ia Au.gut ot 1854, an unfortunate miRDdor tending wer an emigrant'• cow led to 

the slaughter. ot L1 t. Grattan and 30 men at apot about eight miles below Fort 

Laramie. Thia a ore wu dreadf'ully NYenged the next yenr b7 the annihilation or 

Brule band (Sioux) on the Blue Water creek, a t em Iii.lee nonh ot Ash Hollow, in 

September of 1855, bf torcea under General H rney. Th a.f'ter the Indiana • re more 

war.,, but. their hatred increaeea steadily. Sol treaties and proaiaes or the govern-

ment to the lnc:Uana are repudiated, invalidated, forgotten, or oalBly broken b7 crooked 

agen'tll, •chaalng politicians and egotistical whites who held that an Ind1Ul,bad no inh ent 

rlght. 

Ill 1861, the Ar: os and the Upper Arkansas Cheyennea ere requested, or rather 

forced , to cede their lande in Nebra ka &Gllth of the lodb Platte. Thie opened ide the 

road west, , but ~ tear into the ·•1earts or t.he Indiana, who wond red when the Great 
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Cbapt.er 36 (Contirm ) 

f ther in la ibgton 'IJOUl.d oea,J!e '- take their land a.y. Already the buffalo w B 

perceptibly r ucea 1a bers, and starvation of'ten at the plains Indians 1n t he 

face. The 01 l w: r among t he whites 

brok out 1a Y1nneeote. 

northern plains lndiena. 

ve t he Indian t . . eir cnanee, and t ne Sioux 

oraced all of the 
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Chapter YI Decline of the Red (Contin ad) 

As we ve seen, the Indian, made desperate bJ' the white man' a invasion of his 

hunting grounda, t.oot &dva.ntage or 1:.he 01-.u war to launch a gri.!I &eries or raids aJJd 

maesacree along the border Mttlaaenta. During the years 1861 to l86S tbe Dakotas, 

Cheyennes and Arapahos t.errorised the entire Kan s , Nebraska and J;)akota count.r:,, tbe . 

Brule and o allale. bends or ~e orth Platte vallq doing aoat or the d 

At the end or the Ci'l"il war the army was sent 1n aome force to the IDdian f'ront1•, 

and a OOUDOil a s ealled tor Port .L.aranu.e in June, 1866. Rad Cloud (an OgaUel• bona 

on the llortb Platte) and eor.e ~•• bolted t.he conferenoe, which was leading tow a 

c Nion ot road rights ('the Bozeman trail) through the Dakotas• tJeetern mmt.ing grounds. 

So oapably did Cloud wage battle that in April, 1868 , the Fort Laramie treat7 r su1 ed 

in oompl t.e viotOJ"7 tor the otaa. After this yea:r Red Cloud nner toqht again 

againat the Americana. During the period lulY, l8'n- uguet, 1873, Red Cloud and hie 

toll era bad an agenc17 opposite the mouth ot BOJ"N creek , about one mile west or present 

Henry, llebr. In Septe:.ber, 18?2, there ere lodged here (at what became knon aa the 

old Red Cloud agenG7) 6,320 Tetona, •inl.7 Opllelu and Upper Bnles; 1 1615 Cheyennea5 

and 1,)42 Arapahos. When the agency as aoved north in 1873, the Soc,tt,a Blurt area 

a the l ast other Indian ah1ldnn. 

Tr,e ohiet' eff'eot the Indian s (1862-76) had upon the Scott• Blutt area, outside 

ot the Indian oval .trom the agency to a distant roserYbtion was the or.at1on at Port, 

Mit chell u an adJUDOt or Port La.ramie . As bad alread7 been noted, 1n 186) Capt. Sb 

ot the 11th Ohio caval.17 built Camp Shuman \lfO and on.-balt miles we8t ot Scott• Blurt 

p ( itchell p a) in the nortn-~u OOffMI" ~ the out e t qµarter ot aea\1011 20,. 

t ownahlp 221, rang 5 • 1 ntion has alao been 11ade ot raida on at.age and Pou:, Express 

ataticma, d411Jt.ruat,1on or t elegraph ree, roo.ov: ot the av rland exp as to the SOdh 

Plat e-.Elk Mountain route, and bl.00&17 batUea bet een aoldiere and IndiaDa at Hora 

oreek , 111.tchel:l pus, and llud springs (186S) . Dr. Brand in the •The Hiator, ot Scott 

Bluff', Nebraska• (tram which this ccount 1a mainly derlYed) alao ment.iona that 8 1n the 
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Chapter Tl (Continued) 

fall et 186) t.hen was held 1n Hone Cre valley, not tar fNII Scott.a Bl.llf't, the gr•teet -

war COUDCil in \he hist.or, ot plaina lndle.n tribes. " 

the .turt,ber •torr ot the Indian in the northern great pla1na simmers down to two 

even Rumors ot gold in the Black Hilla (known tor a generation by De Sut and oertaiil 

other ethical white ll8D) led the government to eend Custer to reG02mo1tre them in 1874, 

and Lieut . R. I. Dodge and Prot. Jenney t.o aurvey them 1n 1875. The assurance of gr. t 

rich•• lad ~ American proapecton to 1.m'ada the Bl.a.ck Billa, despite and I nai&n 

prohibit.ions. The t1n&l. upshot of the matter was that. several American forcea were aent, 

into the field, to aurb the Indian's wrath·. These torees ere out-rua.n er aeverally 

bJ' Croy Horse , Gall, Sitting Btlll and Black Moon ot the 31oux 8Dd. the Cheyennes, and 

Gen. Custer's forces were wiped oat OD the Little Big liOrD in June , 1876. The Indiana, 

lacking amitions and tood, could not resist rar a,:q length or time. and t.hey aoon 

capitulated. By treaty of October, 1876, the D~kotas becaae reservation Indi , and 

the Black Hills were thrown open. 

Like the ruah or the r1.ttr-n1nera, the Black Hilla rush followed a financial p&Dio­

that or 18731 s Black Fri~. Fror. all sides the wo·.ld-bo lllinere poured in, vmwU7 trCIII 

point.a on the Union Pacif'ic and Northern Pacitic railro ds. The two :ieading outfittine 

points were SidneJ" (Sidney Barraco, establish · in 1867 aa a sul>-post for Fort Sedgwick 

on the South Platte; independent in 1810, until abandoned ~ 1874), and Cheyenn•• The 

Siciney' l"OUte •as a fe,r miles shorter 11 but eo:.e Lat roagher than the Cheyenne road. 

Af't.er l.816 SidMJ' thrived. rapidly as an outfittiog t tor the mines {205 mi.lea distant). 

'l'h road, kncwn u "-ui. agenoiea road,- as . rovt5d; Clark built a toll bridge oYer the 

Borth Platte at Cap Clark ( now Bridgeport); and Rages and tr-eight ngona pulled out 

daily tor the northem diggings. Thie wu the l at gold strike to affect the Sootta 

Blut't er•• 

The Black Hille gold rwth alao aarited 1111 end to Indian 1nnuence upon the hiator;y ~ 

tbie re i on, except tor the Ghost ~ 01" sei war ot 1890, which i nvolved a few 

ded Indians 1D the Dakotas. 
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Chapter 38 The dq or the Cattle 

The last period bef'ore the modern one might properly be te that or the open 

oattle range. It bad its beginning• back in the da7e or the early Oregon cw..:Ll..,,.-..,.tiOD11, 

s a rellUlt ot the neceuities or granta along the Oregon trail. Trading posts, 

often equipped with "~odder and bay" ranches, would replace two worn-ou.t cattle 

with one that bad been t ttening on the ranoh or nearby range. These •road ranch s• 

were the tirat ranabea ot tho northern ranges . 'ftleir aurplua was otten aold in 

CeJ.itornia. Thie parasitic type of cattle-ranching endured fro about 180-1857. 

As earl.¥ as 1853, however, Seth Ward began to• inter cattle in the Yall6)"8 

or the Chugwater and Laramie. In 1854, j ors commenced to winter hie freighting 

oxen 1n the·Laruie val.197, and oontirJUed to do eo tor ten years. It 1a clai 

that at the height ot the Russell, ors and addell freighting bu.sin sa (t.o 

supply troopa in Utah) 1n the winter or 1857-8, thia til'II had t1fflr lS,000 head or 

oattl.e on range 1n yoming-Nebraska Just south ot the Oregon trdl. 

Orthodoz cattle ranobing in the northern great plaiDa began 1th J. rutt in 

northwestern Colorado. lew arkets bad developed 1n the Colorado gold tielde, eo 

llitt started up a large range cattle business, by atocld.ng with train oxen and 

atock ot the ao].d-seekera . In time, llitt bacaae the f'irat norlhern cattle king·, 

ran~g hi• &took over the South Plat\e count1"7. The booll in 'ontsna mining, in 

1862-S, increased the market tor oattle and attraoted more n into the cattle 

bu• inese . Soon t.he cattle not Colorado- yoming- Rebraska rangea could not get 

enough cattle to at.oak their ranges. Thie lack na quiakl.7 ~ edied. 

During the Ciril war the cattle 1n Texas bad multiplied., UDZ118.rketed and UD110le t.ed. 

After the war ther woe not. a su1 tabla ket wi thin a thousand mllu ot Texas. The 

Texas ranchu ere land IIDd cattle poor. About 1866 the aouthernera began t.o dream 

ot northern market• • el on StOl"J', 1D 1866 • drove a small herd ot 600 head or Texas 

longhorns trm Dallas to ontana1 and a drift traB 118.de from Tam• to Sedalia, ., Oil 

the eeouri Pao1t1o. The idea spread and re drive went nonb in 1867, whiob l• 
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Chaptv 38 (Continued) 

the year that the great Tama driYee may properly be aaid to have begun. Ditticulti es 

with the Indiana and farmers on the Indian Terri tory and ea.tern Kanaaa ahitted 

th••• drivee westward to a term1mta at .Abilene, on the Kansas Pac~ic. In 1867 Illtt 

began to buy Tama cattle b-011 Ooodnigbt.. 

The following 7e&r, 1868, Texas dri vee reached stations all along the Kansas 

Pacific in Kansaa and the Union PacU'ic 1n lebraska. The principal. trail• iJl 

lebraaka terminated at ~ler, rort earney, Horth latte, Ogallala , and Pine 

Blurts. With the eettlement ot eatern Nebraska. , OgeJlelA. became the great Hebra 

oattle depot. Out ot Ogallala cattle ere ebipped to the 8&81.ern stock J&rda, 

driven to estern ranges. Ae yet, since north ot the Borth Platte waa Indian territory, 

the aattle-ranabing in the Scotta Bl.uf't country took place mainly in Horse Creek 

Yllll.97. By 1871 tbeN ere 121800 bead on Horse creek, and before the cloae or the 

year Crelgbton and Alsop turned 45 ,ooo head loose in this ftl.l.8)"'. During the years 

18'76-81 .the Sioux C011Dt17 waa opened up, and thousands ot head o~ cattle wer e driYen 

out ot Ognllala u etookera for the ranges or nort aatern lebraska, 1fyoming, ont.ena 

and the otas. In 1883 the huge Swan Land and C:.ttle co y aa organising b7 

COllb1ning three cattle propertiea bet een Oga]]ala, Nebr.,, and st.eele , Wyo., and tr 

the Union Paci.tic to the North Platte. 

Bapid 1Dtl.at1on ot t.he oat.tle bliaineaa waa going too tar, how89'ar. The range 

became OTerstooked, barnire aa introcluoed in 1814-77 • and weetera Nebr&aka was 

invaded by granpra 1D 1885 to 1887. The year 1887 saw the bottom drop out ot the 

cattle bueinoss , which bad reached its peak two or three years earlier. Since about 

188'7 or 1888 the cattle ranoben ot the Scotts Blutt area have broken up their 

holdinge, tenoed in their lands, and turned to scientific and intensive cattle-raiaing. 

The day or the open range and the paboleering cowboy bu gone forever. (See "The 

Biatory ot Sootta Blurt, lebraaka• by Dr. Donald D. Brand.) 
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Having devoted ao ch apace to the at.or;, ot Scot.ta murr, it ahauld be obriaua by 

the federal goverm:tent baa deeignated this cODSplCUOIIS teature of the North Pl t te 

Va.1197 laiid cape u a national 0DW11ent . Thie monument, whioh '188 created camber 

12, 1919, oriali z not so 11Uch the historic s1gn1ticance ot the blutf itHlf' and the 

few square miles ot adJacent area , 'bllt rather the numberle • migJ'ationa that have 

puaed, since tiM emorial, cr,er the many tralle that corrnrge upon the North Pl tte. 

In partioular it 1• a 8)'llbol ot the old Oregon Trail, on which it sened as a 1an k 

to countlesa thoueanda or grants westwe.rd bomld on the aarch or pire. 

Visible nidenoe or the old Oregcn Trail baa diaappeared al.moat entirely 1n 

Nebraska , owing to extensive aultivation, on the one hand, and rapid aeolian erosion 

on t.he other. However, on the nwuent area, which 111 not arable, and protected~ e 

extent tr011 the periodic high wims , the route ot the tiae-honored Tl-all can be t raced 

almoat entil"ely. That it ha• been pre erved here can also be attributed to the fact 

that the granto wer co pelled by the nature ot the terrain to eoncentr t e 1n a 

inetead ot spreading oat ind f init-11' in parallel 

colWIIDII . As a result the ruta ere worn to m&nllWII depth and vegetation all but 

ann1h11 ated. 

The Trail proc eded in a straight e est line through Mitch 11 Pua, 

Eollowing cloeel.7 the modern at.ate highway, known locally as the Ore o Trail Highway. 

To judge b7 ppearancea, and the testlaon:y ot old-timers , it orlg1n•JJ7 continued west 

beyond the s tor aome distance, and then dropped into a ravine; but repeated 

ambuscade• b7' white renegades and hostile I ndians aompelled a change; ao that later it 

Slferved al.moat. due north after rging from the Pus, and eandeNd t nrda .Fort. 

tch n , wbich .-ae located on a abE.: 
rp bend in the rinr, about to and one-balf' • ilea 

.troa the Pan. st or the Trail on the aeot.iane enti oned 1• diatinatl.y Yialble, in 

pl c whoring a depth ot aev-eral teet . H 
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Cha er 'J9 (Continued) 

Pua 1taalf', which i s studded with badland conea, aubjeat to Yiolent eroaiOD. 

About. a mile east or the present 11111eema building t: ·• Trail branched to th north-

est, heading directl.7 tor the spring, which e.s eomething of an oaaia . Then, it 

returned directl.7 troa the spring to the main Trail juat ••t ot the Paaa, ao that the 

Trail desoribea a huge triaJagle ea t. ot the blutt11, w1 th a perimeter of two and one­

halt ailea. 

The width ot the Trail aa it aur~1:na on the area varies from four to twel v r et.. 

It ia 1n no n:y unifon. At one point 1t is a narrow smooth defile; at another, a 

aeries of parallel ruta are f'aintq Yi ible t.hrough a tangle ot weeds and sunflowers. 

Ita most atriking ll&Diteetatian 1• a double depression at the top ot a ridge on th ,est 

elope or the blutt. 

aJKI f ers , with little or DO historical. perspective, have apparently 

uaed the Trail near the blutfs at cer-tain sections as a wagon road and tl'llok-trall, 

to du crate the altb or pinu end cedars which once grow on the &lopes. Cattle 

trails aoinc1d1ng with the n.ta are evident. There are also several obsolete unaightly 

roads, uaed in recant years bJ' motorists, crisa-croaaing b,y the area and intenectinc 

the authentic Trail at several points. To the untrained observer all of' these roa4a 

loota ae it theJ llight bay been the Oregon Trail; and conTersel.7, th• Oregon Trail aa 

certain points loob like Just another country lane. HOll'ffer, certain earmark& ot the 

authentic Tra1l readily distinguish its ita depth, its idth, parallel. fissures, 

t urea or the oil , tbinne• a ot ngetation, 1 ta logioal orientation, 8l'Jd an indef'1n­

ab1e tamp ot antiquit:,. The other non-biatoric, conf'ue1ng roadways are being obliten.t-

aa a part ot the recently inaugurated 1 provement pro0 • 

1:lenion baa already been mad ot another hiatoric f eature ot the national monument-

Scot.t• a Spring, on the east al.ope ot the blutt. Whether Hi Scott., the untortunate 

nan.esake ot thia monument, died at the spring on the east elope of Scotte Blurt proper 

or the one ten mil•• to the •est at Rwbideam Pua will probabl:, never be decided to 
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everJ'Clle'• t1s1'act.ion. Bat., nppoaing thai it ClOllld be tin.ally proven one or 

another• the Ile\ affect on the historical importance ot t.he spring ould be alight. lta 

chief cla1 w d1at1notion 1• tbat 1t. was s et~ of an oui• tor ever-thiret7 

trappers and explore e and• during the lat.er endgratlcm period, formed the nucleus tor 

huge cempsite. e have t.be testimony or eye--, tneeses, in addition to inevitable 

eductiou of our own, that Sootta Blutt, itb its oool delic1oua apring, it.a ealtb 

of trees tor shade and fire ood, and its massift protecticn agaiut the el ent•, ae 

favorite atopping plac tor the home-and old-seek ~sot the fifties alld eixties. 
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Chapter 40 Tel.ling the Storr ot Scot.ta mutt 

The lational Park Serrl.ce, aaaiated mainly b.T Ptlblio orke administration and 

Em r genoy Conservation 'orke , wv.r~o .. an improve ent progrea at the Scot ta Blutt N tional 

m ent in 193), in order to tOOll.8 public attention upc,n 1ta impc.rtance as a national 

hi oricsl 110Dmant, and to provide r cili t.1aa tor recr t ion and public education in 

ping with the standards ot other s adrn:tnstered bJ the Serrloe. 

In 1933 work a begun on a road to the aummit. ot the blutt. The obJeot. or thiJI 

deYelopmet waa primarlly to emph8.size the hiatoriaal bacJrcrc,und ot the blutt, by 

ling all v1a1tora to uoend the eumrnit, boom 1'bich a bi ay panor ot the 

historio IOl"th Platte valley 1s obtainable. The acenic aspect 1a cond .,.Y• Grading 

and tUDDeling work a oontirru.ed int 1ttentJ.y •mtil Bov b r of 1937, when it 1n 

coapleted.. The smmdt road, however, will not be ope t.o the public until the road 1• 

paved, and oonetruotion ot guard-rail.a, retaining wall.a and tunnel portal.a 1a OOlllpl ted . 

It ia expeoted that this ork will be ate.rt abcNt April, 19.37. 

PfiA .tunds ere uaed to ooutruot a strong brick :nuseum bnUd1ng with Ml base ent. 

Thia mus8UBI, hicb was open Jul7 16, 1936, to coincide with the Oregon Trail Dqe 

celebration, OODtains as permanent. exhibits 1.40 water color paint.1.nga, showing succe sive 

• 1D the develop ent of the old west, and two large dlora , Uluatrating 

aetboda ot the buff'alo hunters. In addttion, there is a large collection or historical 

rellce, such l!!L8 buffalo akulle, tire · e , hand-f'orgecl 1mpluente, cm-yokes and p1one 

izmaripti o • A collection or h1ator1cal upa, and a libraey devoted to the lore 

tradition or t.be stern frontier, are ng gradnally. 

It le planned that the pr sent eum wing will be anted eventuall,.- th two 

additional win a, one devoted to the subject or archeology and .thnoloa; the other 

devoted to exhibita in geology and paleontology. Pe ent abibita l'lN being lanned 

tor these additional wings, aa they were, tar the hiatorical wing, by the Field Division 

o~ Eduo.:,t1an o£ t e National Park Serrice, wit laboratorie in Berkeley, Calif. 

Tne biggest taato:r in r cent develop t a has been the presence ot-a CCC camp on 
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th SIIOllllmt>n:t bl n , 935, aDd at.ill operating. 

by the aid of CCC enroll s inolud de tot a 1'1ne picnic in the south-

et corDer ot th onuc nt , beyond tteh U pass t,he const:rnction and develop t 0£ 

gb- e truck trails t.o picnic area, and along the Gering osnal ar .he north 

bouDdery; fencing the boundar, 8.llld erection of cattle-guard ; ob olete '.'O&d obl •teratt=J 

conatruction 0£ aigDa and bouDclary markers; restoration and develo ment or Scott•• 

apr road and toot-rail ce buildi.Dg ot &ieakdem , 1.aud80ap1ng, erosion 

oontrol and the baginning ot a r ore t in project; seed colleotlon; construction or 

obe walls and adobe equip ent abed at the headquarters area; collection pt ape 

in paleontology and archeol017 .. 

ProJecta now iDder way o contemplated or the near future ino.lude additional 

retoreat.ation, landscaping, erosion control and seed collection; construct.ion or 

adobe idence tor r,mgltl'; adobe ooatort etation and adobe willg to the emn buildi.DgJ 

an ion ot the Mitchell pan pimuc area; addlticnal signa and bounda.ry cerk rs; 

am dr&1nap control . 

The ueat10D&l program 

inly around the auseum. 

epon ored by the lational Park Service rill NVolve 

additi it i• proposed to have regular guided tripa over 

the old Oregon Trail, the toot-trail t~ the Bmlmit, and on t.t: summit; also educational 

bulletins aud public 1 ct.urea. 

The sent !min1atrat.1on cond.ats ot a custodian ( • Charles E. &ndeJs, act ) 

and a historian. tem o uy ranger-historian is alao proYio.ea for, to a t at. i the 

--.-tional program during the IAll!mer aontha. 

During 1936 OYer 60.ooo people visited Scotts mutt h.tional mo .ent b7 actual 

count tram t<, January 31. er 15 ,000 naaes have been registered a.t the nw 

Oregon Trail muaeum during it11 brief existence. With the completion ot the a t road , 

and the apansio )f the mus , t 1 confidently expeat hat. during 1937 an ev 

nwnber ot patriotic Americana Soot.t Blurt lational onument-an 
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everluting · orial to the exploration and sett.l811l«lt or the tar wet. 

• • • • 
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