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( i) 
'.FAIE'ITE COUNTY BJYS enroute ·To CALIFU.UUA. 

( t~i~ .. ~")' r~c.ords some or the event$ of a wagon train which 1ef't Ohio to go 
.'to 'Cali:rorn,ia• .. in the 1849 gt1ld rush. Because of its age a small part o! it is 
-~iss~g_;nameJ:i· ai portion of pages one and t,te and much ol five· and six. 

J,iAt 19~-this QaY we cross~d tha river., Our ·com~. ~r traf.# #()ns-is~e:d oi . 
seventeen t~aJ:its; and wagons and s·eventy two men;about trinti or whom were m~ 
of ·farnilies-.'Be/~re- starting, the company hel.d a !lleetin~ org•:.nized an4 elected 
·H'•Jlur??,et ,Ca:pta.~. and Rob~rt Stewart second in c_omzriarid:. We then started ~d 
.tr.ave1'ed: on ·the ·rigl)t bank of the river ,oV$r gr,ound,: S:omewha.t_ bl-ok,eri,.but prett;y 
:gs.i~~o.3:4.• ~--boys. ;be·ing. u.een,;however.:,e:bout -drivil'i~~broka the h~ o~· -o.ne · 
:wagon;. ~~tt,t' well for ·tne . .first day. . 2.3-Nothing worth notice occured from 
the ··t:inu~- we.c{~t.me4, up to this time except ·tor cr6stdrig the Mjmaha. This creek 
has very s~eep· banks wijich we had to uct downi in order .go get our teams across, 
a.rid -then wade- ;ii:lt,o th~ \-iater a.nd put our s11,oulders i;;o the wheel. in food earnesv 
On this .J'1;!ght- ;_(2.3.-) whil~ ve were standing gUard,we ~l"e visited by· one or the 
thunde~--~to~ pecu.l.ato. :t'~; this region or co1.µ1try .ohi .such lightning and such 
rain,Pu¢keye~ -neve:r-. d:rea.m~.d or. _'.l'his ~ight played:_~ .. .,. with Nol5~ S~~ or 
fempera;nc.e·.(Fu-st sight· -a.t the Elephant) l a port4,.qn a a page l'Jll.ssmg) . 
But- '.~e man l ,.,ill attempt to descril:,e-. · 1:1e looks to be -near sixty years old ab 
~bou~ .five .f~et- in this stocking :teet.He wears a broad ; Drimm~ hat.There he 
was -a.~\ricl~· '~hat ani:Jiai, as !ine a loolQ.rig figure as ever uaced ~an army. But 
the -manri~r in-which' he· was armed,displayed the- -ve!'y oJ the man. He wore neither 
shj;e.ld. .or .bre~~'t pla.te., nor was he bothered with a swo~d, but armed with an 
old,soiitary,,s:ingle barreled pistol 15ull three :inches in length of the good oil.d 
--loc}c .rashjOI?,_, the age of which no man living man xan. teU,he was reaey for any 
te~t. At the· word ~ch,hi~ little horse boW1d1.:td a;way -;.s · though proud of her 
gaUant ride:e-, ,-mil~ J1zrimy(Aldn) about every ten paces W01,1ld present his pistol.. 
as U about ta !µ-~;then dratdng it back,he would say :his prayer~;then he \t.OUld 
pr.¢;:Sent aga~d swear 'What he \1{0Uld do,all to himself, for by this time he 
had :got far ahead of the footmen. At length we came to the place where the 
Indiana wer~' $aid to have been., but they were gone and we did not have to fight 
them at. al.11 ,.• ! whicll some of us were heartily glad. The Indians did no . 
oth ,,--~ than frighten;ing the women, which was bad enough, tor ene ot ·then had 
just the eve~µig bef'ore,given· birth to a child. This was near the ol.d Pawnee 
village east of Ft. Kearney. ltatforded us some :run, as well. a r eel:j.ng · a little 
_sea.re4. June 2nd- After the battle ot Pawnee Village, the beseiged man 
·put hiw train unq.er o~ ·protection,a.nd traveled with us. Nothing- of improtance 
ecuured until this night,_ eur cattle broke out of the cBJTel,~d r:in off; it 
also. rained very hard. We are now near Ft. ~ea.rney. 3rd-. We got our cattle 
this morning and drove on t•· Ft. Kea....-ney, where we stopped a short time. This 
Fort stands on the pl.a.in ., and the houses are rnostly sod. We traveled about 
five miles .further and -stopped to graze our cattle and just when we were 
starting a. gain,anothex- train cam.e along and aei some of C27Ur wagons had started 
and others had not, the drove in and divided us. In this way we were traveling 
when one ot Judge McLeanls tJ'a.ms seared and started to run- this frighten.ed all 
the others so there ~re twenty sev.<;n tee.ms running zt the same time.,sonietimes 
three abrea.st;but mel'l stuck to them, and succeeded in stopping them,without any 
harm being done. The tea.-n attached to the wagon irt which .were the sick woman 
and young child,did not start to run until the others had been completely st•pped 
th'3tl they ran directly toward the river, ~dth the husband hanging to the oxen I s 
horn. They ran about three hundred yards,and all expect;ed them to plunge · 
head long into the river, but they W'ere stopped on the bank,without hurting 
t:i.nyone;.. We did not go much farther, for !ear they ,,rould run again, but let the 
othe~ train go by. To-night we again carrelled our cattle ,(A carrell is formed 
by placing the wagons just as they do at an ani..'!lfll show, except that the tongue 
of each wagon is laid U:)On the hind wheel of the wagon before it,and a log 
cha.in stretched from one to the other. They had not been in for more than an 
hour when they broke to run a11d although ~re had on a double guard,they crowded 
out ,e..nd in doing so broke the wheels of two of our ,,,agons to atoms. I had just 
le.id down.P and having been up all the· night before, I felt that they m:i ght go 
to the d - - l,before I would gat up• I had the blues this nightcerta:in,this 
was taking a second sight at the 11bi;? animBJ.° wA h iwi=> , ,,,s+. hr,""'"' +.-- ....... ,., · 
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(2.) 4th-This morning eight or l,e!'! d v.~ .:>•.-+;041 in -1ffpre-nt directions to • 
hunt the cattle,and by the middle or the a.fiernoon we bad them all but :tour. · 
thinking it would be best to het"d them on the plains,.Burnett.,Bill Blue., a stranger 
and myself'., on horseback, and H Dahl, D.Libe and David Wright on toot, drove 
them tog~ther and surrounded them. They stood very well until about eleven 
o 1clock,while it was raining on e of the rains pecular to Plate river bottom, 
s-Oinething scared them and a~•ray they went. We on horseback gave chase,by' the 
light of the lightning which blazed forth in constant glare,interspersed by a. 
few claps or Platte river thunder. In the rain,ilue and the stranger were 
thrown. out of the chase and lost the track. Burnett and I kept close to the• 
cattle, and ran them into a large herd, about three miles from whe::..·e theystarted · 
we then gave up the chase and turned our horses heads towards our camp where _,we 

arrived about l2 •'clock. The occup~!Ilts of the first tent we came to were 
were standing in water a f'oot deep hol.ding it up. In an hour Blue and the strang 
er came in- they had been across to the nutrs. We stripped ourselves of all our 
clothes, got in the wagons,wrapped up in our blankets and laid down. After a 
while the boys on !oot came in- they had rin to another tent and stood there 
till it fell down,and then they run home. After we had got to bed: and were tell
ing earh other where we had been and whrj.t had happened;said Bill Blue11Boys 11I 
have seen some hard times on these plains, some sharp lightning loud thunder and. 
heavy rain, but I have,inever passed such a night as this before. This is the 
first time in Jey' life, s.;,id he,"l tried to pray, and the more I prayed the 
wars..-, it got,and I quit and commenced \ihipping my oiney, to get to cam?--( He had 
been 1..0 Ft. Lannie before) After taking a heavy laugh,. we conolueed we had 
<'.nether sl..[;ht at the animal. with the big trimk, and f ell asleep • . We are now 
10 miles west or Ft.Kearney, on the Platte river,and :id", is a f:ine look:ing country 
but no timber at all. 
5th- This morning a number of us went out to search for the cattle, and found 
them all by noon; we then took the broken wagons and made one, and got ready to 
start.. Our cattle had become so wild that every little noise would tfighten 
them to run. Just as we were ready to hitch them to the wagons, the rattling 0£ 
my oil-cloth breeches, which had become dry atarted the..'Il,but the boys stopped . 
them in time. We tr.,veled- eight miles that evening,encamped, tied our catt·,,le 
~v t,1~ wagoas, and to stakes drove in the grotu1d, and all went to bed to sl.eep. 
t.t.'h- Up to this morning we had been moving along fine with the exceptions 
• 4 ~ the bad concmct ot our cattle. Our men were :in as good health ·as men could 
bc--ll were lite· and animation 1n camp. In this "WBY we were rolling ~ong • 

. i'lh,::n lowering clouds onsecured our sk;y and 0 1:er our path dark shaddows cast. 
I was called on this mom:ing by Mr. Moore,who said that Robert Buncan of his 
mess was very sick and wanted to see me. I went to his wagon and found him vecy 
baci and from what he told me of his situation, I conclucled he must have some 

. thing like the cholera. We gave him some medicene, and in about an hihur,.he said 
he feilJJ better. We then started on, but had not traveled more than ·three miles 
,·;hen I discovered that Duncan was getting worse. .I !topped the train., we raised 
a. tent and got h:ir.l into it, by · the time · Ogle came • ~ with · a. Doctor I who said .. 
that Dmlcan had the cholera and woul.d soon die. He had done all that he could. · 
for him,and we all took a hand in i,ubbing him until at last hs .rel.t that he 
:·:as going to die. He called some more of us to him and told us that he wanted · 
?:s to say to his parents,and what we should do arter he was dead. He then asked 
Nr. Moore to s:ing the hymn that his mother ha.d sung to him when they· parted. 
:::.ut L,ore could not sing, when Duncan took the book and re;id it to us, which 
~-: .d;..; u.11 of us think of home( See Hunter's select Melodies numner 188.) 
7th- This morning Duncan is ttill living but very bad; ;-re have tried to save 
~ im by all means in our power-the Doctor advised us to move on as we were laying 
in a lo..,,,wet part of the cowitry. Accordingly we hitched up and traveled all day. 
During the day,J.P.Glen and David Wri.?)lt complained or being ~uhwell,but no one 
thought of :my danger. Duncan is about the same this evening- no chanee-we 
crossed e. stream ea lled Plumb creek·-and camped. · I h.:;.d not slept any for three 
or four nights,so I had ~ wagon drove a few hundred yards from the balance of 
th<) tra in,in order to get some sleep,a.nd after turning our cattle loose, we laid. 
do;.m to rest. · 
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C3) 8- This morning D .rl edingt,Q_ :. _ 
W:z:oight wa3 about to dieand that J .P.Gl.en was very b~L. > • ... ·- ...:.- _ ;., 

· where they were dieing, but before- l reached the spot · 1 saw the boys run to tbe 
tent and when I got up they told me that Wright had jus't . died and on soing t.o 
the tent I found him a corpse a.nd Gleran we.a dting. In a h:alt an~~ ao.re.he was 
deadHere was the first death we had seen on the trip,nav.Ing 1:,ot.h died 0! ·cl\olera 
after about fifteen hours of sickness. They died by the side ot each other,on 
the sanie bed and now lie s14e by side on the west bank of Pl:umn creek about 
thirty six miles west of Fort Kearney, (ne,,r) were buried about t,ro o1clock in the 
afternoon We started on but when wa came up to where Dahl and D:f,xon were en~ 
ed,a distance of two miles,they told us that Elias Dixon was very sick with 
ch•lera. I went into the tent and found hiin sirl}dng very fash; the Doctor who 
was attendmg him thought that we had bett~ . get him into the wagm and move 
out. to the place where they were · encamped to higher .ground as t.he pL:1.ce was 
very 'Flfet. ~.~ hitched : t.heit team,put him int·6 th.a wagon but before we reached 
the spot, where the balance 0! the tra:in had campedd1e died and was ta.ken into 
the t ,m+, a corpse. Robert Duncan still lies in the same situation. This was 
th.e most glooi!\Y night I ever saw, no one knew whose turn would come ne:;d;-~~ .. , ~~-d 
the horror. 9th- This morning we buried Dixm{ the ?-est. of 9th day a.eeo·:.nt . 
is miss~ an.! ~st. ot 10) u~ This morning we buried Duncan on the back of · 
a sma11 stream ?.bout eighty five miles west of Ft. Kearney. R0 bert Henderson, 
who he.a been sick three or tour days was taken with cholera la.st night and the 
Docto:·says he must die soon. Nitersouse is very badj I set up all night with 
hi.'il'l>ihich makes the third night that I have not slep any. After we Quried Duncan 
the cattle ,1ere gal; up ready to start, but this morning I opposed ·to starting, 
a s we had two men lying at the po:lnt or death a.nd I wanted to l-et.--them rest 
in the tent, but a l c>.rge majority of the me opposed. . ( account to-,: daysl2 & lJ 
missing. ) .1 l4t,h;;..• :&ban is very bad today - - passed a great many graves. 
This evening we met a large train o! Miseoui-ians returning home.the scardi ty or 
grass and choleFa had becked them out. Davis and Clard bought a CO\'I' fro:n. th~. 
I had a. talk with the Captain, who said he had been fifty miles ahead and there 
was no grass/ 15th- This morning,arter a drive o:f two n:dles,we came to the 
South Fork of Platte river, ,-mere we found a great many people and wagons wait
ing an oppertunity to cross over Burnett got on nzy- · horse and went .in to find 
the ford but .found that it was au· alike - -a swift current of very · cold water. 
(15th day missing) -l.6- Today we passed AA.sh Hollo,,., a very curious pooking ~ 
place.,and noted for being a battle gr-ound of hard fought battl.e between two 
tribes o! Indians. '../e came to North Platte and ericamped near a French and J.ndian 
traking :post,.where we round the residents to be very friendly. · 
17th- To-day ,re passed the deaa bodies of Indians,placed on a platform raised on 
pol~s abQut ten .:t.:e et iL"om the ground,end . were neetly . wrapped in buffalo robes 
t1ith all the.ir notions,such as bows and purses etc. hung over their heads. This 
is the way they bury the:ir · dead. · They are the Sue Indians · and . friendly to the 
whites. (ace< ount for days ).8 and .19 missing.) . · 
2oth- This morning we passed C, imney dock,which also stands south of the road 
and is higher than Court House rock, but is nothjng but a shaft of some kink of 
soft stone,which is ~iv:ing ~y very fast. A number of the boys go up as far as 
'!!ney · coul.d,and wrote their names on the stone. There are thousands of names 
on the stone. St,me wrote the:ir names on this rock for . the last time in their 
.uves. As this was the dey of the week month and year on whieh I was married, 
my thoughts ran back to my wi!e and children and when I contrasted nrJ' situat;Jt' 
ionat home with the one I was occupoed,with sickness and death a.ll arow;1d me 
I begn.n to wish it wasn't I. 21- day-To~day we passed an Indian trading post 
0 .nd just as we got up,the Indians were killing a fat dog. They l,aid him on the 
~·i.r1;; m d singed the hair off of himand then cut up, boiled and ma.de soup of him • 
.1. ~ ·"'a~ 3-a big day among ·then and they had a fine feast. Some of our boys stayed 
, -.r.VJ etfter dinner and report says that Tom Wright with one or two more eat some 
··t ' , 9 1io5 and said it was good .. The· principle man among them was a Frenchman 
~ ;: .. ~~ 1:.1 .;.,j 0 "':'e wer e a number among these Indians,whose wife it was th.ah killed 
?' :·1·•!!. 22nd- ·We have ha d a hard ti."!le today,no grass ~or our cattle. 

-~:· · ,;-= ;.;<1.ne to . Lm-mie river to-day and f'o:.ded it. After crossing the river we 
~- ~:~ '= l t.:1e fort of the same name which stands on the west bank of the river. 



( 4) This is a better looking plane than Fort Kearney ,and· the · men who are :in c · 
conmiand have some common sense, a co:!llllodity with which the officers a.t Fort 
Kearmey were not troubled The men at Ft. La.ramie try to give all the information 

: they can and will condescend to answer a questli>n,but the d--d tools at Kearney 
,:think that because Uncle SSam has allowed thent to wear swords and bright · 
· buttons,and command the wolves and buffalo, that they need not speak to lI_Jall. 
I wrote a letter to my wife to-da.yand rode back to Ft. Larwe to mail it. Here 
l gave in e._list and number or men and cattle,and wagons in our train,and also 
the nUIIlber of deaths which was seven. We then started on and caught up ,with __ _ 
our train,which had stopped to graze the cattle ,~ained this eiening .:;,sick mel)d_; 
jng slowly• 24,thThe boys stuck a tt-ade to-day by which they got a. sore 

' heeled: cow for a steer that would not pull-both parties cheated badly,atter 
which w-e got Up our ca ttle and started. In five or six hours we came to warm 

:..;Springs . .,where l _ saw a sight I shall not soon forget. I went to a tent on the 
side of a ·hii11wher~ a man had encamped his .family. Just as I got to the tent. 

· 'the man was: drawing his last breath While around h:im was gathered his wife and 
,:four .snial.l: children,one 1ittle girl about the sixe or 1'Tude11

/ Oh Godl what a 
· scene t<;> witness., to hear the bitter wa.il et that widow, and the heart brea.king 
s obs of- those friendless children over the_ dead body or the husband and father, 
-.!ar from ~ome and friends was more than I could bear and ,dth a heavy heart I 
:,5tarted. on. . 26~- We have some awful bad roads OVf!:r hills and rocks:we are 

,:;iow traveling over what is called the Black Hills ,and they are black, without · · 
· grass or ~ter and the road is over rocks and through sand six inches deep.-
, to-night -no gr-ass and little -water. 27th- A.J .Jeffres was taken with cholera 
·out does rtot .seem to· be dangerous. A:t,er traveling over some hard roads,we ca.me 
to a stream of good water, with some timber on it, which makes it l.ook very . . 

'_ pleasant. Here teo death has ·1eft its · mark. Here are the graves ot a brother 
-and sister who both died th.e .same day, and they were from Misso~i1 and by the 

· name of Prewitt/ 28th- Last night I sat up the whole night and rubbed and work
edwith Jef!res. The D0 ctor thought that he wou!d die but he gave him two doses 
of Calomel,eighty grains at a t:ime and I poured in t}:le braney and rubbed on the 
number sis and pepperand by twelve o1 clock he was better. The Doctor says 
with care he will get · along. We are now traveling over the most God abandoned 
countries I have ever seen- no grassi a stony road,and our cattle's feet are 
:wearing out and getting sore,and we ha:ve four er five sick men in oir wa:gons 
and I am worn out sitting up Upon the whole I st;ippose this is some of the · 
pleasurs of the trip/ 29th- To-day we ame to · t;he Platte bottom. We have been 

• on the Black Hills for the la.st four days, in which t:iJne our cattle have not _ 
had as much grass as they.jshould have had in one night. Jeff-res is still veey 
sick. 30th- We drove a few miles to-day and encamped.,' for the _pm-pose of : ··
letting our cattle graze. · This day Ogle and I settled for thti first time and 
we settled in full up to this t:ime and found everything right. _ Jul,y lo.We ·got 
up our teams this morning and started on. Heddington,Wright and Jey"self went 
ahe .d to hunt grass,which is very scarce. 2nd- To-day we came to the north 
Fork or the Olatte River and crossed over wit_h our wagons on boats,for which ·we 
paid five . dollars each: we drove our c attle in and make them swim over. Here 
I bought a hwidred pounds of flour,for which I paid fi.f'teen dollars. A man 
was buried here., the same man whom I saw yesterday in his wagon at the point of 
death His friends had all left him but one,who asked me to look as his friend 
when I went to him and felt his hands and f~et ,I knet.{ he must soon die.,as I have 
seen much cholera that I can tell almost tG a C'" ertainty when death is at work 
but he made an appeal to me I shall never forget."Can't you do someth:ing for 
me? Do you think I will die? Oht if I were only at home" He would exp'lail!l. Poor 
fallow it was too late, for before night ,as his friend was driving· along., he 
died alone in the wagon with no one near him to hear his last wish., and when the 
wagon st opped at the ferry was found dead. This evening we hitched up and 
started; but be£ore we got one mile, half of the teai-ns ran away with the wagons 
but as usua.lJ. no harm done,except one horn knocked off a steer. We have not to 
tnavel twenty six miles without grass or water. 3rd- This wa$ one of the 
h r:.rdest days we have had since we started our trip. We now had nei-gher grass 
V.'.' ·-1a.ter an.d the sides of the road were strown with dead horses and cattle that 
r . .:a.d been drinking alkali water. To-day I ta.kked with an old man who started with 
a ia;::ilu of seven,and five out of that rmmhA,.. l,-:,-1 ,.1 .: _ ;., 



(.C'J 
and left him with a 1itt1e ·'boy ten years olc.d. The~had two. teams to manage and 

the old man was trying to ~et someone to halp hiln;but could not. Utter dis pair 
wa.s 1 depicted in every .furrow in the old man I s race, but I thought !rom his' 
appearance that he would not be troubled long in this world.,and if a 11 is righ~ 
with him in the next, the sooner lie w-:1s of! the better it will be for him. We . 
encamped in Willow Springs. 4th- Last night we had good waterand found good 
grass by driving our cattle three miles up the road,which Jn(1.de the boys a. bit 
more cheerful again; but as soon as ,e staated this morning.,hald of our · teams 
ran away with the wagons. ~re were traveling up hill and th.¢ front teams were 
near the top when they strurted. Had they started at the top,God alone could have 
saved the sick in the wagons but as it was,no harm was gone and only served 
to show the difference between men. I will note a little occurance.Whilst our 
t eam6 were running and all tr-ying to stop them J~es Smith was ,3.t the bot om 
of the hill shooting prarie dogs where he could see everything that was going on 
Jim not stopped shooting vlhen one of the boys came to him"you have hr;.d a h-1 of 
a stampede up there• · 5th- Last ni~ht we encampted at wh-:-,.t was called Lone · 
Rock. When l ca.me into the ca.mp, I had iey arm,s full ct- dried Buffa.lo dung to 
cook our supper.,this., with wi.l.d sage root being the oml.y fuel :in this part of 
the world. After supper, the boys went to the top of the · rick · to celebrate the 
fourth. D.Loofbiurrow made a speach which the boys applauded VfJ/."Y loudly-
Thus ended the hardest fourth that I have ever pa.ssem. To-day about ten b 1clock 
we came to Sweet Wa.ter a beautiful stream which indeed did look sweet to 
a set of poor devils., who had been t?"aveling over one of the most God for:J!'t.lt~i.l 
countries in the· world. We came to In~~epend9~~e ro.:k lt.t1::b stic1~" a1.o?tP· ~.nd · 
c overs four acres of land. We encamped · -t.his evening near what is called 
Devil's Gate,anarrow passage through the mountain and through. which water 
flows. This defile is four hundred feet high,from the wa:~i, to the top of either 
bank and not over fifty !Bet wide. The gap o~ lane is about a half a mile in 
1ength the \(alls or sides. are nearly perpendicular wit~ a s~ight :$,nclination 
towaad . each ~ther at the 'bop·,whose mossy crags ace dotted over · with a . great 
varity of beautiful flowers. Here the honey-suc!de blooms in ~ll of its . gl.~ory 

, exliibiting a scenery.both oeaut.i.ful and grand. We hJ.d to climb over high rock 
in passing through. his ga.p,which. il1e did to ·gratify our cu:biousy., ·and being 
accomplished we returned to our camp. · 6t,h- We , stayed in ca mp all day to let 
the cattle. graze and rest Jertres, wh• ·is still veyy sick. Jeffres and · . 
Niterhouse .have been sick since we left Ft.Kearr,i.ey,and are both m my-mess so 
t ;sat JI\Y wagon has hauled a sick man ,ver the last five hundred miles,and God· 
only knows how much furthal"; but I think we are getting ahead of the sickness. 
as the graves . ar-e not so numerous. We have n.ot passed over ten . graves a day · 
for the last three days., but o,<.inr pr-oable., to se'3inS so many de.ad and d.:ying 
they do . not . appear so maey as they did at fi:rst/ ·'e have passed thiI-ty graves 
in one day,to say nothing of. the teams that stopped till their sick would die. 
7th- We got out cattie up this morning and started • . The road was very sandy · 
whick makes hard t ~~veling; but arter rolling eighteen miles, we crune to the 
banks of · Sweet Water again, where we encampeci.· . Here there is no grass. At this 
place the .Indians stole a team of horses.,in rui.ylight., .while tha · men wer-e in 
t he camp close c~. Snow csn be seen on the top of the mountains .from this place. 
8th- To-day· we sa,t Ham Nell ts w..me cut on a · rock three times · in a VPery short 
di stance , by the · side of . th~ road, in the ·gap of the mountain, ~here th.e . road .. 
crosses Sweet Water He passed June 20 1849 _bemg eight days in adv .nee or us · 
-encamped on the river- good grass • 9th- ~r.cis Rowe and Kelly Dix.on are 
sick this mornine with some kind of ?. f ever;as· supposed by the, Doctor~ They 
arc not bad however t yet· may be dead or ret.dy to die ere night. _ This is a 
cold morning,and there is ice on the at ,:r in the camp- started on, and after 
f ive mil.e s came to the river again • Here is a grave, by which I am sitting 
making th3se notes . :,;e have just come to a gap or low place in the mountains 
:ihich we are now crossing; and far in advance we can see high mount ains cavered 
;,dth snow It is now one o 1 clock,and David Pucket has just been violently 
Tattacked with cholera. After t raveling twenty t wo miles,we came to sweet 
tfater again, where we encamped. There is no grass in this pltce;and with in 
s i J?lt. are at least five hundred head ef cattle. Here are men.,women and 
:h:l.~~~-a~~ ~d ~or t~e land of Promise. Here , t~ lso.are s everal JZraves.A.nd 



i6) · · .on tha.road. We tied our cattle up without grass,as all MlO encamped the~e 
had to do. Pucket got vet7 bad and I stayed with him till twelve ·o'clock when 
he was mch better then I went to bed and James Blak stayed with him W'ltil. 
morning. I have not seen so~ care wom fa.ces since we started, as I have 
tonight; the;ti. looks ,seem to say'OA.carry .me -back & c · 10th- This morning we 
started v~r7 ear~,tpt we mlght get to where the cattl.e could graze,as we had · 
no good gra~s for ·ror-ty eig.l!t hours. Pucket is very sick this morning. We have 
passeed foµr ~gon~'. ~6ntaining !amilies,with a number o! small children,which 

. remirul me of home. . ·1, think that 1;.he- children are much happiei- than thejr parent 

. tt tell o1.clock we caine to· Sweet Water, ,mere we encamped and let out cattle · · 
feed on willo\y',and whatever else tney could find,as there is nai grass in this 
place . ;,_ We ~ve concluded to rem.a.in here all day on account of Pucket,\llho is 
·very ,1clc. .°fJ"artk :made us a pot pie oue of prairie dog, which was veey nice. · 
.Here we lett· a wagon,and Millikan and Heddington's mess joined together. 
11th- Puckeg is sonie better this morning but his case is doubtful.. We started 
·on, passing througp, country as poor · and baren as e~th can b e.over hills long 
_and ever hi.Us long and st,eep,·ilithout grass • To-day we passed the fjrst snow 
?,it was clo:se.. to the road,and lay on the bank R· the South Fork of Sweet Water. 
·and about eight feet deep. Some of the boys and myself',went on it and had a 
snow ball~g match which was something ne;-1 to us on the llth of July;but what 
look strange. to us was the gre~ grass and beauti.1"ul. fiowere,growing el.ose to 
· to the edge- ot the snow, so close that you could have one hand on the snow and 
the other · on ~ bunch of delicate white !lowers. I gathered some o:r the snow . 
and plucked some of the flowers and started on. A.fter traveling sixteen and 
.a half miles, we encamped on the bank of Will•w·Creek about two and a half 
milea .up the stream :f'rom the road,we found good grass • . This is s .tine looking 
place; snot,zy- mounttins a.re to be · seem in the west, and green willows and . 
flowers ~long the stream. Here close to out eamp,is the gr:ave ot a little 
girl who· .d4e last year;she· was .. tive years old. It · is not often we find such 
a place ·to ·camp,as the country is,generally,poor and desolate; no one has ever 
tried it, can- form a corredt idea of feelings of ho»or ,possess by a ma.m. · whilst 

· traveling through a country wike this, with a large train, and not knowing half' 
the time mether he will !ind food !or his stock on which he and his company 
are almost depending f~r- their l.ives.-(but this is going t~ California). · · 
12th- This morning is cold,accompanied with frost aas ide. A number of 
farn.ilies,with theh' wagons,are encamped close to us,. Some of them have child
ren that arEl playing on the bank or the stream. We started on., and after travel.;.:, 
ing .four miles we came to the last crossing of Sweet Water,where we saw five 
graves close together. To-day we passed thro1. the South Pa.ss of the Rocky 
mountains but found nothing remarkable; and as.cent is so gradual that we hardly 
knew when we. were at . th~ top. The country is barr~n and desolate. Many wagons · 
.are .to be seen here,that are -left by the emigrants. We encamped this evening 
at the Pacific Springs-again no grass- expz-ess mail here. 13th- Again we 
started early,; for the purpose of f:inding grass for the cattle. Pucket is very 
low this morning-scq.I"cely any hope that he will recover. We traveled twelve 
miles and stoppelid· it being noon and no grass yet. At three o I clock we came 

. to the place where the road forks,~e leading to Oregon,or the Eort HalJ.. road 
the other to .Cali.fOrnia,b7 the way of Salt Lake. After a short p:1rley we took 
-'i:.he l eft hand road(as all sinners do. At this place J .Murry and J.Bridwell · 
fell in with -a man. from Missoura who was going to Oregon,and as he wanted hepp 
we agreed to g9 with him. I was told by the boys that they were afraid that we 
would not get through to California ~r . there was tao much s tock for the 
quanity « :grass on that route Reddington and I were ahead looking for grass 
az:id found some. We encamped on a stream called Little Sa.ndy. It _i:;, Saturday • 
n7ght and I am sitting up with Pucket,who is near his last. All is still . · 
withdut and my mmd has st6'len back to my home, -where it loves to tiwell}. in a 
moment I seem to be there;here comes my wife to meet me,and how plainly I see 
my children $triving for the first embrace- even my dog Scot,comes · for a share 
0! the joy;all is pleasure.,but alast · recollections soon hurries me back to the 
sick and dying bad of •ne of my trav3ling comrades • . This night I had the blues 
(;ertain. 14th- Burnett a.nd I went •n before this morning in search of 
r:-:-~ass , on which to feed our cattle. Art-er riding five miles we came to grass 
on the ban..1<s of a. creek • 



( 7) where we stopped for the remainder of the day. Grune is plenty in this 
pla.ce;some of the boys are hunting,some playing cards and some reading~ Burnett 
& Co lost · a fine steer here, that died from drinking alkali water, the first that 
the train has lost while in this camp. ,having good grass;but the country-around' 
ias usual., is barren and desolate-nothing to be seen but wild sage,which makes 
food for neither man er beast nor devil. Pucket is worse and cannot last much 
:longer but we are doing all we can to save him. 15th- We gathered c.our teams 
-this morning,and started on our journey- Pucket is still go.inrlg down. The road 
is very- good1t,hough quite dusty which makes it very bad driv:ing- atter trave1-
-ing eleven mil.es we stopped it by this time being noon. Pucket . is apparently 
·_dying,anl!i· we_ have- tQ drive · elew mil.es to water- express mail is just passing 
·while I write. Atter a forced march ., ~! twenty 1 !our miles and a half to-day, 
we arr,ived on :the banbs of · Big Sandy ,and encamped,having to drive our cattle 
t110 miles ·and aa· half fer grass and after getting to it,found it very poor,this 
is a fine -stream andgood place to encamp. Pucket nearly gone. 16th- Death 
.again h9,s v:ls'i~ed· ou:b camp;Pucket is dea.d;he died this morning at t·wenty five 
minutes ·pastt three o'clock We buried him on the norht bank of Big Sandy ,close 
to i"1here the road strikes the rtver. Before he died,he requested James IUack to 
have as many boys at his burial. as could attend- Accordingly they all turned out 
_except: ai few .who had to attend the cattle. Mr,Moore read the ceremony- of the 
church over the graveand then gave out a hgm. which the boys joined in singing, 
while the · . _exei:ises were being concluded, my mind strayed away to home of the 
.young man .mo_ ~s ~g before us a corpse and my ti1oughts were his parents, _ 
sisters andd.. brothers;they are busy attend:ing to the concer.ns at home,perhaps 
happy, while at the same time strangers are about to consign a son arid a brotl:).er 
to the grave. Aft.er the grv;e closed over out cornrade,~·,e took the ).a~t look and 
st.rted on our journey., traveling ten mil.es we came to Green River which is a 

· very apid stream Here is a fer-ry but we had to m-1im . our cattle over.where we 
t~und good grass.,we then got -some of our wagons over- before night. -There are 
a great number of ~ra.gons whiting on the bank to cross over.; they had a regu).ar 
hoe dm-m ·a.t night Here are men,women and chilrlren,both black and white. I do 
not think that there is mueh sickness among the :imigrants at this pla.ee. 
17- This mo~ing we crossed the balance of our wagons to.this side of the river. 
Here we found some Snake Indians, the first we ha.ve seen of the tribeeOgle got 
into a scrape with the .terrJ'l'IWl but I soon lied him out of it. We traveled 
down tberiver about seven miles when ne left it and takinga westerly direction., 
we went seven mil.es further and some of the teams encamped., the balance drove 
on to Black's Fork on Gree."l R.iver .,where we arrived at eleven c9 clock at night;_ 
both parties had good grass. We found that some of our cattle had been drinking 
alkali ~ter,and were very sick,ma.ny cattle die from this cause. · 18th-Started 
early and .droye to Black's Fot-k., Where we 15ound the balance of the boys about 
ready to start. We drove on up the river a few miles and found our old friends 
.again,'Who ·wer~ attacked 'by the Indians at Pawnee village which is - refered 
to in a preceeding page or this journal. One of the men had died of cholera, .,. 
and left a young -wif'e,wh• a ·few says after his death,gave birth to a child,making 
the second child born in their train since they had been on the road. They a.re 
from Chiea.go Illinois. Within fove miles more,we came to Ham1s Forlt of Green 
River ,wh:i,c;i is a pretty stream of cold water and we .found good grass and plenty 
of fish Ogle has had a ·yoke of cattle to die this morning. The country about . . 
these streams:,begins to loos as if it was intended for something to live in -it . 
when compared with .that which we had been traveling,ever since we left Foft 
Laramie; gras's · apµ-eei-s to be get tin~ plenty. In going two miles further we 
a;ain came to m.,ack1 s Fork where we crossed it, and after crossing the second 
~J.me,d.rove five miles,encamped,and turned our cattle out. After we had bbeen in 
lll camp about a.n -}:lour,J.Sperry w~nt out and discovered a large lake,which we 
though ,.;as full of alkali water ,but could not certainly our catt.J.e :drank of it 
very freely before we knew anything about it. We :dll know by tomorrow night who 
5 at the union. This lake is a mile long,and in honor of the finder; we called 
:tt Spee~' s Lake~ July 19-We started andd in traveling nine miles came to and 
t::1.·ossed Black's Fork twice,which is the last time wme crossed it. From the high 
,-luff on which I am sitting, the country appears bea.utiful,indeed,- .in the valley 
!···e to be geen bushea,green grass, wild roses, mountain pink and flowers or all. 
.-.1.nds, while farr . in the wast the mounta.i."ls are covered ,-rith sru:,w .Anrl .:all ..... ,. ..... A 



(~) .m:t:., .::A.l.Pifffl~ .rv1:mcti oluf.h ~rpil.;s of sa.nd,some of "lhich .. i'<;;S~ 1.Fi'~-• . ~L~ ._ .. 
castles or crumblmg public buildings or sane kind , But even here, the only 
place that has looked like life for the last 200 miles,dea.th ha.s sonw its work 
near me is the grave,perhaps of some kind hearted son or brother,whose f:iends 
as yet- know ncithing or his fate. Such is the overland route to California. ~:.. .. -
.after tra"!feling i,n- the valley 18 miles, we arrivdd at,an encampnent near Fort 
Brigm".,there several .famlies •f Frerich, and ·Indians of the Snake tribe ,who all 
seem to live ·t-1811 •. They have some of the finest cattle t ever saw;a good many 
.cows,and some. very fine horses' whicll they know how to ride. Here they sold 
whisky ii;t twg, (iollars· a pint -milk at a ditne. Some of .the boys thought tha t 
the whisky was the cheepest,so .they took it. Here are seven streams of clear 

· cold water running down the valley all within a hal! a mile. It rained a little 
topday for t.he ..f:il-st time : eince we left Devil's Gate. 20th~ Passed the .fort 

and cr.ossed the seven ,streams. One hundred and ten lodges of Indians.,with thejr 
great Chief at their head, aare to meet at the fort to-day for the purpose of 
reporting to the t.ribe the result or the great battle they fought with the · 
Utah Indians and exhibet the prises taken from the enemy.,-which are five thou~ 
sand horses., But we had not time to stay and see the sight. We traveled n.ine miles 
as cending all the tilae,and stopped at noon,where we found a sprin~ of very 
cold clear ,-ra.ter. After a shortrest, we pursued our journey, anctcame to a . 
beautiful vaJ.ley surrounded by high hills.,down of_ which the .road leads,so --:at;,eply
tha.t is very dangerous driv:ing;but 1·1e got down safely ;though while we were 
ascending, a thunder storm came .on .,and we had to st op and unh-itch our cattle 
t:o keep them from running off. A few miles further travel brought us to Muddy 
Creek,wh.ere Wright Millikan and myself halted our teams and encamped fer th.e 
night. Here ~ .. e }lad plenty •f grass,and a pleasant time;and I shaved my upper for 
the :tJrst t:iJp.e since I left the states. S Millikan and I ,rent out, to watch the 
cattle as it was Saturday evening,a. time or rest at home,we talked c,f homes and 
our families for some time,and went to bed. 2lat- Started early and traveled 
over some of the highest hills we have yet crossed.,among others,. Summit R-tcige 
which is 7000 feet above the level of the sea and 350 feet h~her than the South 
Pass •f the R0 cky Mountains. On the Summit is the grave or Horatio Moss of 
Missouri a young man who died a fe_w days since. Thoman T~Tright is very sirilt'and 
to-day at :noon,he lost a stl!er from drinking alkali 1-ra.ter. Aftt;!r twenty miles 
of trr:}velq,we come to Bear rliver,which we crossed ,andeencamped near it hav:ing 

· ~ertake n some of the teams that left us yesterday; Ogle with four teams is 
still ahead. · Bear river which is a very rapid stream -of cold water: flows · 
into Salt La.k.e,a.nd on its banks grow pine,Cottonwood and willoW. In this section 
of the country the land is rig.ti and grass good. 22nd- This morning we de~•end 
a long valley-good roads and fine grass- eight miles ahead is a spring of very 
cold water. This valley . extends about 10 miles and narrews down into very deep 
ravine with steep bluff on eithsr side;though the road is very bad. Here are 
rocks from 400 to600 feet high,which seem to be formed out of pebble stones 
cemeted ~ogetl!,:er,and they are all matter of shapes. · This afternoon we came to 
E~o Hollow,, where if a man gives a. squall, he can hear it vliverberated for a 
minute afterwards •. But the hardest case we have yet heard of, we found this 
evening;; one of the boys seeing a grave,went to see what name wa:s on the head 
board, when he found on it a note,which read_ a_s follows : 11 'l'o Eimigrants- On · 
the right side of the road you will find under a. rock a very sick man,we cannot 
haul h:im any further; please give him some attention- No Nmane signed. But 
befor ;3 ·we came along the poor man had died and some imigrants found and lturied 
hirn,and taken the note from the side of the road and placed it on the board,where 
w~ found it; As soon a.s we read the note, the awful truth fiasijed up in our 
m~ds,the man had been left by this comradess to die,without a friend to ggive 
him a cup of water., or even bury him after . he was dead. This is taking a good 
loo~ at the elephant. · 23rd- - Bill Blue and myself re.rt the train and rode 
on :in order to get to Salt Lake city :in time for the celebration whixh comes off 
to-narrow. The hollow which ~.,e passed through,is certainly on of the curious 
places; the roa!l ~mich is as bad as can be,crossed the strean fifteen times in 
sixteen miles At one of these crossings are two dead horaes side by side,l'lhere 
they nrlred and died tugging at a wagon , When we got out of this hollow, we 
came to Feather river, and in f orty five miles we "le c~e UP ~rith. ~--+ .... ,,{..-. _ -"'- ,~-·- -.=···-··~-,-···-
wagons encamped with th P.m .-f'n.,.. -f- 1,, - - ~ -·· • • ~ - · 
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ing,in order that we might get to the city , in, good time1 and traveled about 
e i#lt miles., when we ea.me to another Kanyon, which let us down to Salt Lake V all.ey 
This we entered and discoveredthat we had .~ever seen ~ bad roads compared 
with t~is one. As usuall a stream of wate~.runs through the "410le length ot it., 
which is six mil.es: and· in that distance.,the· road crosses the st.ream thirty 
three times • The po~~s OX" spurs er the mounta,ins come to gether like the 
teeth Q.t a/·ste~+ t~ap;..th~3•oad passing around each touth. I think tM.-t"'~here aro 
places .. h~.~ ~it~ ~cht-~Wl. f}ev~ :~i!l~s'; bt?-t -~~e lt>fty- pines ~ 1: --~-:tre,Eis-

grow .in' -~-~he~:, ;pf"i@,f ;,. 'Some>•ll. :baR~ :~e ~een st.l"uggl;ing :for their ·:u:t~·,: ., 
but the~-- ~~:~4t~e-~f;~\t'#th~r-: -d~~-fj:$h,rJ#·· co~t,ar~~n -of theft\. :!1-()r~y -:~1#:~~t~7, 
Here to.o fthe,'J.!~~Y:~~~~~~-• •· and. t:lqtiers .of various k_inds· have· t~~~ :t-tP_:.th~pr . _ 

:~d~o ~;_:;~;'_;~:~:;;~~~~i~~~~=(=h.;~-~=~!1n~#=s:;~t~t4~#&~;:~~, 
than ol.d-Jo9 Af..·H.-~::49~-~f-~9t s~a;- ~e ,l:nitton:s· off' _ ot' ,hj;s· ®a.t., tor if th~; 4,~yil; 
herd kno\>ln of ~~;._.15:t~#.j~d-_}pa,de ~h,.~: ol;d: ~ drite, an· ox team -over it),h~) ~91 
not only curs.-ed th_e· ''lmot~r wor~d/but· ~lie nw.ter alwo bu'.b ·in tho~.e days,,·peo.p:l!;l'.• _ 
were too sruart _t.9: go,·the., ov~:1.ari~ .rout~" 'Whilst watchjng:·t~·l;,:.··prqgreets or 'S.6.~ 
teams ahc?ng 11idJfi6.f us,. t.h~''i,oU'o~mg lines. presented·~hetns:elyes t :o my mind: -

· -~Clod hel1P~l'ie m who ha.s t;o travel. · · 
JBetween. ·the~e 'piles ot :rock arid:;~p.vel.;-' 
And he.,whose team do~s ~ot pull. Wt31;1 · · 
.At once had .better. be in Hel.l .. 
{Now 'it, perchance- you over -set -
·,rt 1s up akain you'll ttever get., _-__ - _ 
·•Jlut go down you roll,God knows whe~e,_· 
·And her u, not tell., .:Cor he ne I er ~ -here 
,For such--~ .place was never· seen.,. · · 
For such a _:,pia.ce was- never· seen, 
Except by-_ men..,l.µe us so -g_een 

_ ,~o see -wn~tjioQ~ f'op;,s.could find 
But as I was through the Kaeypn, -t:µtey /t;fie, gr:e_at city "fithin ifight, though_ it was· 
seven milesoff. ·+ ·s1tall not<aocm f)j~ge:if .ltj_.th ~a.t .feelings of pleasure I. 
looked upon tha.t ''town and aurrounctm.gs· J-.fields · of gi;ain. What. ·a contr~st 
betWeen this and the sandy dese-?'.".t,black hills 8.nd rigid. mountains.,over ,;nich. 
we had been traveling for the a.st sixty f'ive days.- Blue and I rode Up the- . 
valley,,when our attentions were attracted by a wagon-with sta:re. and stripes, · 
some two thousand miles from the spot where it was tir~t _ raised- by a ba.rul of· 
pa£riots as a signal fo'l! the dE!ath of tyrants. We arrive in the city and· 
stoppe4 at a private -house, as there we:re no public houses in this place. We 
bought a pie and half P,ound of chees·e to.~ -which we paid a dollar and fifty dents
after which we went to the chur~ or ~:waery .,as they called it. This is a 
·~:>\:.ilcling one hundred feet long, :a,¢ .iht:v '\nde which was filled Ml and asmany 
outside, all appearing to be happy.,judgeing .from the frequent and vehement 
chee1·ing the speaker received. It was j1,1st showing the contraet between their 
present situation and what was three years a.gp,when _they were driven from their 
homes at Nauon, and their 'Wiv es and children ·were forced into the wilderness 
without food to sustain them, one hall the journey compelled to live on roots 
and h:: ... ·es. When arrived at their journey's end,had not enough food to keepp 
them alive without being compelled to kill their oxen on which they depended 
for their next years crop. 11And now said the speaker .,at"ber describing the 
sufferings of the trip.,"Look around you and behold your .:Cields of grain,your 
cattle, and your pl.easant homes- no starving children ask for bread when there 
was none to give; no strong man sinks by the way side tor the want of food., but 
all have pl.enty and to spa.re. Our enemies have come to us for bread and we 
ha·i.Pe freely given it to them" During this speach, tears and applause: played 
the:ir parts alternately. The speaker wad indeed eloquent. · President Young_, 
also addressed the meeting in a speach of g;:,od-. sound sense,and of considerable 
length. The most noble sight was a. wagon for ·th.is ocoasion,to 1-mich were 
attrumed twenty four horses ,and in \ilich were twelve young girls dressed in 
white,twelve yound men all dressed alike, and t welve old men and eight . man 
of the band with drivers/ which is all made forty six,bei.ng the largest cl"owd 
that I had even seen in one wagon 
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(l ) but tt was large enough .to hold them eas7. In ~he aft.er.noon there we:e some 
go2a toasts drank,and some first rate songa sang;b\lt not. the l.east interesting 
part of this large assembly werethe ladies• or whcm th.ere were some very handsom& 
although they do not dress very tine The.ii- dresses ai-e nea.t,:yet I noticed they 
came but to the :in the shape that God made them: tor I suppose that teet is too • .· 
scarce to ha.Ve trom one to three bushels of bran lashed around them to make largea 
hips,as for wool or ·raw eotten, it is out of the question,~ this ~ of the 
country. The meet:ing passed ort quietly, as. I did not see a drunk man. 
25th-This morning I called on Captain Stansberry ,a gentleman sent out hwe by the 
Goverment to make a survey or the valley. The object or·-, vl.sit was to learn 

his opion an regard to tht two routes to the mines, a.s there ar e two routs to 
the mines,as there are two, one is 9<\lled the short cut-off or hastening route, 
and the other,the old c,r northern route. I found Mr .st ansberry much of a 
aentleman, who gave me all the information he could,and advised me not to take 
the cut-off' ,as we value our lives and propert;r,f'or he said, •there are frOlll 
eighty to ninety miles or desert to cross,without water or grass,and as all the 
mermons gave me the same intormation,I concluded to la.y the metter before the boys 
when they come. Blue went to mill and I thought I would look a..t the town and 
the people. I found the · city to be very handsomely laid out, · The· ~reets ·wh:illh 
1r.eatsix roods wi.de,run east and west thro' which there are running streams of water 
coming trom the mountain. This was water used !or drinking and a.11 other purposes: 
besides, it ea.n be turned into the gardens,when ever they pleasee. The houses 
are mostly of' sun dried brick,one story high but there are scme very good build
ing5 m the town The Govener-s hou5e is a. very goo two story brick building: the 
council hous&,also the bath house,are good b~dings. The people are very kind, 
ready to give an:y intormation for · which you ask. In the city,! found a great many 
emigrants,with whom I become acquainted with on the road,and as we were talking 
about out · trip and its sufferings,am.m said that bis train left. a man to die· 
under the rock spoken .of a few days ago, He said he was kom Jo Davis county, 
Illinois,had a wife and four children,and was his near neighbor,and said he left 
him because he was not able to ride any further. This man sloped off before I had 
time to ask his name. I found a mormon hunting up the tacts in the case.-ldlich he 
said he was going to publish(but all this is going the vverland rout·e.) This. 
evening there was a great ball :1n the city Dr,---and I thought that we cou:J.d 
·1 "1ring in,. \-Jhen the hour arrived,we entered the room where we found a large number 
of ladies and gentlemen They had a band of mu.sie,and tn:,··dancing '!clS first rate 
I being the judge; but as I run not pe?"feet :in art,there Jllight he.ve been some slight. 
imperfections. I saw several heads of the church at this ball, whi.Bh put me 
in mind or the remark the brothers made yesterday, when he thanked God that they 

,·had time topray and a. time to dance. He was praying and I thought he emphas.ized 
t~e word dance but the shepherds took a shake with .the flock and ·we':!lt·home. 
26th- The teams came in and encamped on the banks of the river Jordon, as I 11L:1.de 
the arrangements. My horse got sick today,and while Bluelfent to get aomething to 
;ive him he ran of! and Hed_dington and I have been bynting h:im until late at 
iJight,but could not !:ind him. 27th- This mornine we got the boys to~gether 
and laid beforethem all the information I had in relation to the two routeG,and 
told them they might say which ....re.y they would go. · After some discussion they took 
a votewhich re:sulted in the cut-oi'f or hastings rout~. At this our- Doctor l eft 
us and went the other way. Ogle and I went to wcrk to recruit our ppro'risions 
:We tound that we wanted • me thousand pounds or fiour and it was worth 25 cents a 
~~und. We had however, a few pounds of bacon to sell which helped us out. The 
.: _i~st lot I got ,I pa.id seventy-six dollars for three hundred and !our pounds, in 
!,L e hard dust which is our currency here,and to see the wny it is handled,it 
ion•t seem to be of much aceount2 I could not help thinking of our merchimts 
a\ :·homel}l standing behind their counters wating tor a customer to bey more or pay 
fer P.."I.Y for what he had already got, . while here it is just the reveJ?se. There is 
mo~e money here than any thing else ;you can sell most anything at your own price. 
I'r:i.ed apples a.Te a ready sale at from sixty to ninety cents s pound. I sold some 
at that price. We got wat we wanted regardless of the price.and we were ready 
to start-The boys scattered t.heJUelves through t.•wn to board., in order to get 
ve.7;;~:,blf's,mild,butter & c. for which they paid f'iftty cents par me:v. and some 
' ., ·: . ! :: .. t ,1· -!: -.._-. ... ... . -:.! •. .. . , -~-.. -... .... ----···•- •, ... ,... . ... . __ ... --~-,•-.'!"'~·~ .... ... . 



{U)t~ ,no ~ter. at that. It is Saturday evening and we ha.Te all. . concluded 
to rest . £or a. few days be.tor-e we start; We also are in good heelth now- -no sick
ness in th(; city. . 28th- · Attended church ,where I found a large congregation -
or people,nnd heard Rev.Mr.Pratt preacha.~sermon from the words, 18 Lord wil1t . 
set. up thy kingdom at this time. 11 He delivered a very able discourse, and i- S/\8. 
fine speakc; he proved, to his own satisfagion,at least that the Lord had set up 
His kingdom in S.:ut Lake City a.nd:tJhat tha Mormons are his only loyal subjects. 
Elias, Christ and Joe Smith were very great men in their time; the la.st two nnmed 

had both died for the house or Israel, and that ment all• provided all. belonged 
to the mormon church. They,like the balance of the churches, think all wrong but. 
themselves. The sermon being over• the Clerk announced to the people tho.t several 
had been taken up, that others had strayed away, tha.t some money had been found 
and·tha.t articles could be bought a.t im,1grant. wagons; also that Mr.Estel1s goods 
had come, and were now ready for sale ,etc. We were then dismissed with God's 
blessing and the balance or the day was spent in trading with the brethern; to 
one I sold s trunk, to another some dried fruit,a.nd another some .tobacco; so upon 
th~ ,;mole the da.y was spent viary pleaantly and profitably, atleast to the outer · . 
man. 29th- I got my horse back today; he had been without tood er water for two 
daysand is badly used up. The boys are getting ready to move on and 1dll leave :in 
ihe morning some ot them are hauling their wagons across Jordan while others 
are standing on the banks 11 abd cast a wiahful eye, tonCa_lifornia&s golden land 

\lhlere all our prospects lie;Filled with suspense, their doubting souls Can no 
:!.onger stay. Thc,1 Jordan's stream between them rolls With gad in hand they drive 
a.way. This evening an imagrant died from stabs he received from a tel.low eniigr
a. nt;cholera can't kill them fast enough a.'ld men help a little. 3oth- -The teams 
s.11 start. again this morning, it is like taking a new start, only worsem .for we 
t.ave taken this road against the advise or all who knO\.'T anything abou,tt it.. We 
have no guicle,and certain it is, that we have a desert to cross 70 to 80 miles 
wide without grass or water, but to our minds the other- route is worse,for so · 
many cattle have P9-ssed o~er itIJ. th~t the grass must be all cut down, and it is 
only starve our cattle any how- In fact we have very little to encourage as 
.... on gur long,tiresome,and soul. trying journey; but we move an and sing,"0, 
California, that's the land for me-. 11 31st- I le.rt the city in company with 
Thomas Wright and H~Burnett. and I must. o,-m,it. illent hard to leave a place where I 
had been treated so kindly. But we crossed our Jordan ,and was again on our 
weary way to the land or gold Twenty mil.es travel brought us to the lake which 
is a grand body or water,and a pleasant bathing placeo The MormoI}s make their· 
stlt here Arter traveling 40 miles we overtook our train where they encamped,and 
ag~in met our old friend Sawyer,froml1issouri,who is a good traveling oompsmion 
The grass is good here. AUoaust l- being informed by guides whom we met this 
morning on their return from having conducted a party of emigrants out,ten days 
ago, that ~,e must cut grass here to take acress the desert ,and that it was only 28 
miles distmt we went to \lork and cut grass and sid some cooking,after which we 
tr~veled 12 miles and encamped £or the night at a brackish spring. All the water 
is so salty we. can hardly use it. This. night we slept in the open air for the 
first timebut wa slept as fine and sound as though we were in bed. 2nd.--There 
were some more dust and worse roads today than commonly, and but little wat er. 

We passed one spring where 1ie halted for dinner.,but it was the poorest 
~ter for drinking . I ever tasted,it being very salty, After a long drive through 
aourning sunwith no other water,we encamped at the foot of a mountain., 1-mere is 
one of the best springs we have passed !o!' a. long time. This ev:ming,:my horse gave 
out,e.nd I could scarcely get him. into camp;I was very little better$! for I have 
r.ever before suffered so much for want of water. We are now close to the desert 
and there being good bu..--ich grass here we intend to graze our dattle until tomorrow· 

evening. · . )rd-.u Bogg• poney is missing this morning.,and the 
probability is that the Indians have stolen it .,a.s they are all around 

and through our camp; they are the Utah tribe, very poor and almost naked 
some quite -so. This evening , we drove do'tmSaven miles to the last fresh water 
th1·s • s~de of the desert,and encamped for the night. 



(12) Filled our water vessels ~th water ,to . la.st · e.cross the desert ,and drove 
fourteen miles to a mountain,which is an introduction .to the Desert,where we 
encamped. Here is sa. spring but miserable water; we dug n. ditch for our cattle: 
to drink out of ,and while some of ua \vere guarding the cattle.,.Heddington killed 
the largest rattle snake we have ever seen,rlght by our bed. 5th- We are now 
about to try the great desert•- at daylight. are watering our catt.le- all hands 
busy getting ready- some of the thinking ones doubting that w-e will get one 
yoke or cattle over. Af;. twelve o'clock all is ready"- we are under way,and toil~ 
ing up the sides or a very steep mountain. In places we have to hold our wagons · 
with ropes,tc,. prevent their upsetting. When we got to the foot on the other side 
we rested our cattle,and took some supper. In an hour we started on our nights 
journey. · At twelve o'clock we came to a very steep stoney hill,which was diff
icult · .or a.scent. ¾out twc o 1elock we passed a wagon on the other side of the 
road,with three men in it, one or 1'bom was very sick; they had but one pint or 
water and was morethan fifty miles to the other side of the desert. We put. the 
siclj men in mJ' wagon and went on.. 6th- At se ven o'clock this moi-nl.l"lg1 we 
stopped to feed and rest our cattle and take a little refreshment ourselves. 
We havetraveled about forty miles. The desert at this place as tar as we can · 
see looks like the bottom or a. lake, or l.a:gge body of water .,that. had dried up .. 
Here I had a very severe pain in my side and back" At tirst I thought it was 
:from fatigue, but .. after the teams started,! found · that. I was getting sick • I 
starteu to catch .the teams., but they traveled t asterth:,n I could,when I got on 
my horse and after Jli.ding some tifteen miles.,came upon them. By this time I 
was very bad,not being able to get into the wagon without help:but Ogle and 
Heddington were soon at work on me.and a.!ter giving me some pills I got a little 
better. All this time every man was 6riving as though the devil was after them; 
there was no . time to atop,even tor men to die. ·. We were going along,we J}tet a 
woman carrying water back to her husband who had gone back to hunt a wagon tire 
he had lost. She got to him :1n time to save his life,. as he. had lain down to 
die for the want or water. We passed Mrs. Hall on the road t.lbo had been lett by 
her husband to watch t.he wa.gon,.while he drove the cattle out for water.,which he 
expected to find within fifteen miles,but when he got started,.it. was forty 
miles. In the meantime she got out. of water.,and when we pa.seed some or our boys 
gave her a quart. We ca.me to the point of rooks where we were told we could find 
water ,but was again informed that it was twenty five miles yet; but he.re a man 
had some to sell,tor one dollar per gallon. I told the boys to gett a gallon, 
but we had plenty without it.. The boys are doing theil" beat to get throUgh, 
although l was dangerously ill, and this was no place for a sick man. At one 
o'clock at night. we drove into camp where there was plent.y of wa.ter,aft.er passing 
over a desert of ninet.y miles in thirty five hourrs,with heavy loaded wagons. 
Some fifteen miles back we lett tive steers and one wagon, the boys say they . 
will be up iJ'.I t.he morning~ After I got into camp and my medicine took effect, I 
felt much better and went to sleep. ?th- I found~ self' lying along side of 
a good spring or water- !eel much better • . Here we toundMr Hall making arrange
ments to get water to his wife on the desert; Our boys getting ready to take 
water out to the sufferers; Heddmgton and Wright have got up a team with one 
hundred and twenty gallons of water,whle Ogle,Davis and S.Mlllikan have started 
back on foot,with water in sacks.Ogle has eight gallons on .his back. There are some 
hard tales comi."lg in,in regard to suffering. This evening I had my wagon moved 
out one mile from the crowd and am now able to walk again. . G1•ass is very t,darce 
abd if it was not for the ,-tater it would be desert. Here is a burning mountain 
End.grants coming in at all hours, some tell hard tales of the suffering of those 
,;;;1':tt on t,h(::, desert,many o! whom have been relieved by our boys who met them and 
gave them water Ogle went out about twenty tive miles and several ca8es that ,1ere 
.:.bout to die; one man could not speak.another had been drinking his own urine; 
he also found the man qnd his wife who lostthe wagon tire. · This time they were · 
both out ot water,and the man about gone, but Ogle was in time to save ·him. they · 
~~:· +.o_camp to-day. H.Bur nett, R.Stewart,Rowes' boys I..Smithis mess, one of 
::~-· ·-· :;__i- s Pr>d John Robinson are leaving their wagon$ to pack through on their owen 
. ··_· ...;-:;, ., n!!ve ru.1- got back,atter di$t.ributing one huna.-ed and fort.y gallons of 

•.. • 't.:.,:.• 
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{)J) 9th.l'le are reacy to start ,arul Brown.. a mill\ ,mo a.a.id he would guide & party 
of the imigranta through the cut-off tor a sum ot money ,and tol.d then that he 
would show the11 water every tw enty five miles., in 1n camp. the train was large 

having $Orne women,_ and ·children. They do not pz-epae water for more t.han twenty five 
mUes,_when., in .tact, it is ninty one miles. The report or the sufferings of this 
is horrible; it ~s ,said :that women and children are screaming tar water.,while the 
men are carrying .-_it to: the~ 1n every possible !Dannel". God. alone lmows what they 
do with Brown when they. all get in~ We left, and· ca.me to a thirty mile deset,t, 
over which ~- ·travel. at night. 10th- We are not quite across the desert yet. At 
At. noon we caDe ·to a .sprfu.g of very· poer water This is the hard~dt looking coun
try on the globe·:,· ,no wate.r:;no· grais no timber ;and nothing but a lot et naked 

. India.ns,ot the Shoshonee.s ttibe.,the tirst we have seen. Some ~ants have just. 
co.me up.,who t.ell ·~s ·that the cholera is very bad at the last. sirjng beyond the 
great desert:; tour ~ead,t.10 are dying,and four or f~ve case• coming across. This . 
is certainly;_a pleasam.- situation- the cholera behind., a <ies..ert in front; no grass 
in the c~tre;~d sick besides. Well we started see the ele~ant, and the sooner 
the better. We .started on·.,and after travelingg till 10 0 clock at night, we . 
round ga~s and-wate.r at the ,foot or a mountain. l!h• Yesterday we laid in .· 
camp au· ilay to-:tet. our e~Ueteed ,as we only find grass c>nce a week. This morn
ing we started;,ancl the !irst thing was deser-t of fifteen miles, then we came to a. 
mountain,at- the_ foot. at which we encamped. 13 & 14th- Nothing of importance-same 
kind ot eountr7; btit this evening we ,._ave to where there is gome good water and 
grass. Here is· , a fine stream of water, three or four feet deep runnin down from 
tha mountains.,· l.Sth- Our roat leads south,a.long the toot of the mountain, a.t 
the top ot which is snow,and \-here we .tound a lot of warm springs,that are great 
curiosities. These springs are of different sizes and shapes;some are round like 
a kettle; others are square-. · The heah fr~ this wa.tm- ranges from blood to boil
ingheat- one of them· tltfrty yards square, the water of whixh boils all the t:ime; 
we called it the boiling lake. Grass grows colse to the edge or these springs 
and the water in them is vetrt clear ,some of them being from twenty to thirty 
feet. tleep Taking this valley altogether, it is the !inest we have se.en in this 
great. bason, and far exceeds the Salt Lake Valley; plenty ef water and graes and 
some timber. A!tw traveling twenty miles, we a.gain encamped at the .foot ot this 
mount.a.in, near a large gap. ll6th S.Hillikan,our hunter Hedrick.,and myself,took · _ 
two~~ a nd went through the .gap in the mountain,as we all thought we were just. 
at the point where the road 1«>uldd turn round the mountain to the northtand we 
expected to be with the train at noon. An.er traveling ten mile& up and dmm 
the mountains.we got through and found that ww were forty mil.es ahead of the 
teama By look:µig along the ba.ck side of the mountain, . we could see where the 
road came. through b1i1t I could not - make the balance of the boys believe that. we 
were so far ahead.,and instead of going·back,we crossed the valley. During the . 
day., wegt. parted,,Millikan and I were together ,and J.effres and Hedriek : ; by {Qubor 
'b"'clocktilhe boys began · te- think that l're ,.,ere wrong,and Jeffres and Hedrick put 
back to the. train while Millikan and I at his reciw·• ,went on. It was near sun
do~ and we wer.i. thining about lying down in the grass ,or the night. when Sam aaw 
a piece or paper sticking at the side of the road,stating that two Indians had 
been killed. and that they ~.,«' e watching the road, to kill all the white men 
who were caught in mnall parties. This atired us up and we went · on. We· had no · 
coats and nothing to ea:h all day. There were no signs of . a train ahead.so we 
were in a tight place,. It was now dark and as Sam and I were moving along slowly 
, we heand and Indian whislle,and then a dog bark; this gave us new lite, and now 
we were not tired.but stepped ot! quickly,but we were soon worn down, ao we had 
traveled some forty-two miles and thought,come \-bat would,we would lay down -when· 
~.:~ sai, a light, This gave ue new ho:pe,and aft.er traveling three miles further.,we 

ound some old friends encamped withqqnumber of others,.who told us we had made 
a ~rrow escape, as the whole country was full of Indians. They made us aa bed · 
a.~u we went to sleep • 17th- \llien ttfe got up,this morning,the men kept, us all 
niht, gave us some breakfaat. They told us we were sixty miles ahead of the train rd that tour or five men had been killed by the Indians in the gap through we 
a. d come yesteJ>day ,and one of the men l-lbo had made his escape was in camp. They 

sai we would risk our lives if we attempted to go back by ourselve~. 



(14) Here was a tix;aixt.h miles ft-om our tra.in,not.hing to .eat and only one gun. 
Our friends said they were hard run tor provisions,but would do mat they could 
rorus, so we concluded to go with them to St .. Mary"s River,where w could wait 
more safely until our train came up. About the time we were ready' to start, a man 
came into camp &1.'ld said that a party or Indians were encamped over the bluffs,·· , ·· 
about five miles from us, who had about thirty horses in their possession. A move 
was made in cemp that we would give them a · fight. and take their horses from them 
as the lndiar1s stole them from the whites. In twenty minutes we had twenty men 
who were uUling to go .,my self among that number; after I had got ·Sam's gun and 
oistol, he went on with the team. In the crowd was Naylor, the man who had made 
bis escapeyesterda.y. He had been out with some or his triends,to tind the bodies 
of the murd ered men,but could not find them: he was so badly scared when the 
Indians were after him, that he did not know the place ldmn be saw it again. In our 
march out,he gave the history or the murder and his escape. He eaid that himself 
and five others were packhlg on mules, and when they came to the gap,they knew it. 

wo~d be a cut-off and went that was; and l\hen they got t •.rough,came to 
an Indian camp. · The Indians \tere very fri endly,and Nr. Barns offered to trade his 
shot-gmi for a mule;the trade was made. We had several othel" trades with them, 
and had no guns le.rt they then showed us the road end told us th•~ truth and we 
started on; but they followed us down the branch, Barns· who was behind the stream 
f'il.linf his · canteen was shot dead with the gun they had j, st got. They then raised 
the yell, opened fire upon us; Saul.· was shot in the back with an arrow as hee 
raj.sed the hill,but still kept running and was last seen going to intothe mountain: 

th~ other three were on horse back. I was (he said)running by the side of 
the mare tha.t Anderson was ridmg,when a ball struck him m· the back of his neck 
and came out unden his chin. He fell dead,and I got on his mare and started; three 
Indians followed me on horses,and kept up a constant fire, but I got away- The 

last I saw Stewart a.~d the other man they had stopped,and wi,re begging for their 
lives. By the time Naylor had finished his story,l\hich we found to be true.,we had 
got up near the gap. I told the boys that, if' was the place, we had better go 
and hunt the bodies of the _murder,3d men and bury them,to which they al.I agreed. 
When we came up,the first thing we found was Barn1s body,stripper naked.,his head 
nearly cut off,and m looking aroun•:: we tound the other three. We now agreed 
to leave them ,and go hunt the Indians; so we went !orabout five milesjbut could 
not find them. ~le then parted our our company,and ten of us went back to 
bury the dead, ~mile the others went on in search of the Indiana. On our ret.urn 
we buried the bodies the best we could; they were all naked and very much disfigured 
Stewart was shot bet~,reen the eyes,another by the side of the mouth; it wwas indeed., 
a horrible sight,and \odlen I looked around, I discovered that we passed within q 
!ew hundred yarde of them yesterday. We started back swearing nengenee on all 
Indians. Late in the evning we all met again., som e· five miles from the road and 
aft.er marching a little further we saw some Indians at a fire., but as soon as -;hey 
"aw us they put out their tire and went into a thicke.t. We crone up and commenced 
a reconoitre., 'When they raise a yell and commenced .to fire on us,wnich we soon 
returned. The ball now opened in earnest.. The arrows new thick and f'ast on one 
side,while the e>ther rolled in the lead. While the fight was going on the Indians 
kep~ up one of the most terrific yells I have ever heard or ever hope to hear 
a~am; but a!'t:.er a short tima the noise stopped,and it was found that several of 
the red skins had bit the . dust; at least as many as th•JY killed yesterdccy-• . It was 
no.-i sundown ,and we drew off our forces,satisfied w4th our first fight. 18th- -
1 ha~ my arr~ngements to go on with thi~ company, as I was afraid to go back alone, 
but Just as I was ready ta. start , two m3n came alonz that had been cau ght inthe 
~?-,.,?. t.!'ap that we were. They said if I would go along they would go back,mich 
.L conc-'-1lded to d~. After traveling sixteen miles back I met our train,and found 
ihat Ogle ~ad started out with a party to. find us,but they had given us up for . 
b 0st l c~11e on with the train and we encamped at the same place ,I did the night 

efo~e!wh~ch tnakes the third night that I hace encamped on almost the same gx-ound, 
and -re.t.ked eighty-five miles in two d ays on tW0 meals. 19th- ..Ogle and I and 
~ev~ral others went to the battle gromd,where we found but one Indian,the l:-alance 

aving been carried off. This fellow shot one or our horses in the nank with an 
~rrow,just before he fell. 
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(15)We tound in their camp Barn's ramred and knite:a scabbard and one pair. or soeka 
belong:ing to the l!'W"dered men• I far got. t4 sq that. the men were trcmMcHenry 
county lllinois- - We all. started out on our J~ 11eny- a.gain todq- . 0Ul" hunter 
killed two deer ,one very large. This evening we eame to a gt."'eat ~on down which 
the road passes, mere we encamped and found good grass. 20-th- We traveled down 
the Kanyon.,over a road that is as bad a.s a road. can be. AU that I sais in regard 
to Salt. Lake Kanyon,might be applied te this one,except; the water is deepe:i:-. A.ttei
hard driving,and hard swearing,we got through and encamped_. just at sun-down 
After I was m · camp I found that. l had . stood a little toomuch, My old pain came 
back to me,making a charge that 1 dould notstand, and for the first time in nry 
life, I thought I was sick enough to die., I was like a mad. man all night; the 
Doctor came to me bhfcould not help me any. 2l~t • - I was no betterr this 
morning, and found that I had spradned my back l.itting at the wagon in the Ka.nyon 
The D0ctor bled Jne,ffl'lich releived me !rom my pa.in for the first time in fifteen 
hours, but I was stillvery sick. The train rema.in0d in camp all day on Iey account. 
Here Millikan got back to the train •• 22nd-.,. Was some bet~er,and thetra:in start.ed 

onand came to Humboldt or St Mary's River and the old road that leads to
Fort Hall, Upon the whole, we missed it it very much by taking the cut-oft as it 
is the longest.,and more than halt the road is desert. The cholera is still behin<!l 
us.. 29th- We are ~aveling down this God tor!faken river,with bad water and pc,or 
grass,sometimes, noneand thus it has been since t)re 22nd inst •. Behind us,many are 
dying with the cholera,and every day we see some poor devil begging !or some-thing 
to eat. Some of the messes in our Train are living on halt rations; God only 
knows what it will be before we get through. SEPTEMBER 2nd- We came to l-lbat is 
called a great MEADOW,, :HIGH IS ABOUT FOURTEEN MILES LONG,ANt1 Afford s enough grass 
to supply all the cattle in the States/• Frank baked our las; tlour .and after 
that will have to eat beans and por$r.and beef,many have not got that. 3rd- lJe 
stopped yesterday and let our cattle graze ,and to.day we st arted on down the river 
to cut grass rto take across ·the desert. This is the one the boys crossed last 

year. We £ell in with a new tribe o! Indians called the Pigutes,who are go:ing 
to the mins, and are very friendly I was at their camp and they gave me some of 
their food.,whL;h consisted in pa.rt, of wild sunflower seed that grc,-,-;s in this 
country-. They parch it.,mix it with a seed which resembles cheat.then grind it 
between stones ltlhen, it is ready for use. The Indian .shildren seem to walk at 
a youngi• age than the whit.es ,and it is very amusing to see a number or these little 
larks todding about. 4th• After driving ,own the river we cut grass,!or t.thich wwe 
had to wade water t• the knee,al'ld then pack the grass on our backa for nearly a 
quarter of a mile. · We stayed here all night and tQJDOrrOW start on the desert. 
5th- We started early and dro.f' e cl•wn to t.he sink, 'Which is a large lake or pond 
mixed with alkali) and 'When stirred up ia death to the cattle. The tirst case of 
cholera we have seen since we le:tt. Big Saney was here,although is has been but a 
short distance . ,•9 .for two weekse A man died to-day at the sink; and where we 

• stayed :.night· .:-before last, there are several casee.. At t-. o'clock we started on 
the d~sert,and got along well tor a few miles,but soon found out that our cattle 
l'lere giving out on account or bad water and gra:ss they had to eat and drink. We 
pushed on until nigb.t.,when we left nine head ot cattle • . By this time w-e began to 
see the elei;>hant in earnest~ At ten o 1 clock we round a man llying at the s.ide of 
the road,;.Jhere he had been left by his· eomrads to die; he begged us for God's 
sake to take him into our wagon: I was making arrangements to clo so when Ogle, 
who had been tmwell,came staggering up to ~ wagon( the balance were all ahead) 
an~ he said he had given ouy.,and felt very sick. I told him to get into the wagon 
'Wll.1.c~ he did, I no•.-, had two sick men in my wagon,Blue and Ogle,so I eowid do 
nothing for the dying man,. One of our men stayed with him and got him into a 
wagon in another train. About twelve o1 clock we round that, unless we coul.d stop 
a~d.rest our cattle.,they would give out. We stopped and let them lay down in their 
c ams. This was certainly the most trying night of my life- Ogle sick.,cattle 
and mules sinking a.l.l ar.:>u.1d me; ,mile every fifteen of twenty minutes I hear 
en.., of the boys calling out nRobinson another steer down•" but this is goim, the 
over 1 d " ' , · --o alo an • route 0 6th- Our cattle having rested,we started at daylir;ht and drove 

ng until tw~lve o'cloek,when they beg,m to .tac ai"ain. He hel"'e concluded to 

, .. ,_.. .· . .,. -• ,-. ... , . ~· ._ • • . ,., ......... _ .. ,..,. ..... _.,_ ____ ,,, - .... ,,.,, . -~ 



(.,!6} leave A wagon and d ouble teams,and. unhooking troa 1117 wagon. we lett it 
standing and drove cm. We bow come to where we we could have a geod view or the 
animal. Here the ground waa almost covered witlt tho dead and dylng stock.; 
wagons and all kinds ot property• and whole trains had left everything• and the 
men walked awa,-. L&t and Johnston left some fifteen wagons 1n one place. A 
compaey that were. traYeling behiml us buried a man to-day. The hardest sight. wa• 
to see the cat.tle standing and lying around dieing tor the want. ot water• In a 
circle of one hundred yards, I counted twenty f'iTe cattle that had fallen, in every 
position,.some on top ot each eth~P. ,some in wagon beds and aome t.ied to forsaken 
wagona. We tound 'ttbat we had been tol.d by ihe Mormons was too truethat there is 
enough dead stock oll the desert tc, bridge it. frcm one side to the other .a distance 
or tort7 tive miles. The number ef wagons that have been lett,is put down by all 
that I have heard speak on the subject,at not less than t~ent,y live hundred,and 
tlhe ·'h-orse is yet to be told., l-um tor the last ten days or more have been lilring 
on half rations,and drinking the worst water in the world In this situation, the 
cholera has co.ne down upon them.andstout men wilt down betOl'e this monster disease 
like tender plants in a •scourching sun., Almost rsvery wagon has a aick,dying or 
dead man in it The wagon tokks the man in last night ot! the roadside,has ha.d two 
easa ot cholera to-day,and at one o'clock they came to get me to lay out and eew 
up in his blanket,one who had just died; I went and done so,and in a few hours a 
Gtout. man was unflJ" the sand, in one of the most desolatee countries. an God 11 
tGot stool. About one •'clock I came across a man from Dayton,Ohio,simc named, 
George Decl'er ,;mom we tool into our wagon and went on., It was not long ·until we 
found we wow.d have to le~ve all our wa.gons,and drive -our cattle to wate.r,across 
the desert; At two ,., ·•clock we hitched eight yoke or oxen to one wagon, and lett. 
the rest on the desert. We took the two. sick men,and all the boys were across · 
except S -: Millikan,A•Wenden,F .Niterhouse and my selt,,,ho reniained to watch the 
wagons. As I felt a5 sured the cattle \>IOuld get across safe; I spent a .comfortable 
night. 7th- There being a spring aboutt five miles distant,t.hose -..ho remained 
on the desert concluded that while we were waiting far •ur teams we would try a. 
a peculation, by carrying water back to ,¼erishing . imigants and perishing ,and 
stock to save them. This spring issues out of the bank ot a lake 1in the desert, 
about one and a half miles to the left of the road.but. it is so tar across the 
desert that it cannot offer much relief to the imigrants. We went and got twenty 
tive gallons of water- and soon met with oppertunities t. o get · releived . of some 
ot- "'-~ burden: men came along,some with money and. some without. it; if he had none 
we gave him a drink ,if he had we made him pay for it. We saved two steers and 
apl,ci then for ten dollars, and sold tive dollai-s -worth of water; but Ogle sent. 
our teama out so socn that. it broke up our speculation- we were back with the 
wa.t~ ,I met Estel of Western 1-.iissouri, with his train; he teld me that he had just. 
buried four men,and that one more would diee this night. He being out or water 
we gave him about two gallons of 'tiater,enough to last them aaross. There noi-1 
wagons passin& ev~y moment, with one or two cases of cholera 1n them Four of our 
cattle that we left bebind,came across in the night and got water but they were 
not worth much-we sold them from three to fifteen dollars Our teams cam e at 
tour o• clock and we hitched up to get to watez- this night, lbich we d id at 12 .... ..,, 
o'clock; but a.s we could not find the other bo;ra we let the cattle lie in their 
chains. The scenes which I have witnessed within the past fwty-eight hoUJts, 
are the cap.sheaf of this '\-bole trip To see the dest2'Uction. o! property, the . 
su~fering of both man and beast,the hundreds of horsea.znul,es and oxen,standing, 
1/ing of~ tied to the wagons,eying from Wl.Y to da.y,and yet alive:again,to see 
-~ and famlies_,gome rich,som• very emall children, all wanting water,or some-
-;.o ea~, tae ea.re worn taces and looks of dispair, is heart sickening. When I tor-
get theae zsight• it will be 'When I cease to remember everything on earth. BUT · · 
t~s i:s going to California the ovm-1.a.rul route. 8th• We started a.t daylight to 
~iv~ up to where the other boys wereencamped, about two.miles trom the town c-:· 
:~d:mg post, ~ituated at the edge of the <lesort ,and known by the name of Rag-
:0:·'° ! and sometimes Baby-town,from the _!act the first night attar the fo1·t wa:s 
/t.abliahed two children were born in it. Here I ~ought ninety pounds o! flour 

". ?5 cents a pound and bacon a dollar a pound. S.};.1.illikan and myself paid a dollar 
~,~ece for our supper3,and only got halt rations at tha~. - ... ···-· .,. .. •~-- .~-~ .. ... -- ~- -··---· _ ...... .._ ,,, ......... _________ _ 
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{17) Arter w~ all got together aga~~-and ~ .... --• *-'ijW. ljtai't'el our tea.me, 
Onand I came back t• ge\ aome thing• \ha\ • ....... ;,I follllcl ~ds\,l's •en Yery-
ba<l; one mere had died and tiT• •r• .-. a,- --. .. •t-••• One young· man 
from Indiana,by the zwae •t Palia."111\ft _... I ............ on th.e riv.-••e~d 
to i~t me 1.e• wit.h a .grea\ deal ot ··"*'fMlfb• W -.-.. wit.h the Clinton 
count.;y boys J I thought tha\ he would dl• 1'h•a I ~oftefW ~• •• Yer, badJ but.nl 
'but -I left the place which I cond.dered the r,a\ dee•l4'• Git all. God• s toot-st...i 
At rot¢ o• clock Ogle and I came up ~-dt!\ ~ tr11inJwhere lhe7 had halted to graze. 
·tbe eattle; this is the first gass \hat some a! OU!' ea\~l• ha.ti . since we started _on 
the desert;and we are about to atart on another lj mile desert to-night.,.which 
1-flll take all night to ,ross. To-day,I saw two men buring a child• the •ld and -
t.he young all tare ~ike on this trip. At. six e4 c·J.ock we started across th~ desert~ 
end drov:~ till 12 o1 clock at night,and then stopped t;Ul five.,to res~ our cattle · 
and men/ This is the second night. that I ha1'e not slept a. bit. 8th- -Me e'i>ruck 
the Carson river again after traveling up it for some tim.e-,we ~t good grass,whero 
we stayed ill day to graze our cattle. Thei'e were two trading posts here,and a • 
g·reat many wagons encamped. This evening 1 ~\ a halt a mile bel~w to get a ht "i.l 
of a J,eet whj.ch _we had bou:",ht.,and while we wei'e cutting up the meat.,thr.ee gra,zes 
iiei'etlug within a .:hajlired ;yeards ef me; one man lob• wa• put in his blanket,and laid 
out on the grass,tur~ed ever en his tace,just. as they were about to b\11")" him,ana 
he did not tie until. ~everql. hours afterwaru. On my way back to the train,I met. . 
two wagons.,in which_ there were 11ri'en cues or chelera; some of them at point ot 
deatl}. Butt.men ·on ~his trip becf>me so hardened; that. they pay v~ little attent• 
·ion to anything cf this kind; some men were pla.ying the tidclle in hearing ot the 
dying and about three men are about all you aee at a burying; a man scarcely gets 
celd before he is in the gave. Such is the . everland route to California. 
9tlt- - Eleven ot the boys,mysel£ among that number,concluded to leave the train 
and go on foot·, we. tllo\lght · we . could arrive at. Hangtown abeut five da;ys ahead of 
the -train. We g~ everything read_y and ott we went in tha de~ whieh we had to 
cro·sp. This morning we met taking nour back to the imigi'-ant.&, and I gave him 
fifty dellars tor one hundred pounds. After traveling 12 miles this evening, we 
encamped !or the night under a big tree where we spread our blankets do1-m and slept 
thougn Itwas very cold •. and winey. 10th- - Started very early and t.raveled thirty ... 
six miles,and got to Carson Valley • . Nothing or impr&tance occured. Uth- -. 
Traveled :six JDiles and ceme to a Mexican trading post.,where we get flour· for 201 
pork at fifty cents a pound_. and whisky at 75t per gallon, of all or which we 
took a little. At noon we crone to a Mo?"mon station., which is s trading post about· 
the center 0£ the va.lley.,and standing in a pre t.t7 grov& or pine t.imhff'. For good 
grasa.,good timber and good water this is the best vally we have seen. ·This after
noon we overtook the ox pack8l"s, D.Lootbourrow.,Smith,Rowe andMcGaftin,all pa.rt 
of the last line of passanger coaches fr om St Louis; we pla.fued them about ta.king 
the mail in tor them on our backs. We traveled thirty t .. ·:-:..ee miles and stopped 
for the night- Having left my overcoat behind·, I had to go back !or it,which makes 
45 ml.es !or me to-day. 14th - ~ Nif:hing of mprotance occured for several 
dsys worth note. '.le were now in the mountains,where · in -eomee places on the 
read, were nearky cerpen~rlar ,and their t•ps covered with snow- There are a 
few m:ininga en this side of the mountains but with success we could not find 01&. 
It is a grand sight, 'When you iaee the tops of the Sierra. mountains, a.ml aee the 
snow dritt. on flowers and green grass grow~ at th~ very edge. Frm the top 
as tar as eye can reach, ,-ou can see nothing but mountains coved w1th snow. It 
snowed l>ll us several times while crossing .,and at the same time we ware sweating 
from. tatigtt~ of traveling up those steep pla.cea. At ten o'clock to-day while 
descending a mounta:in,We espietl S8crament.o var··"!' in the di&tance:bere We all hal.t
ed, formed a ring,teok Qff our hats,and sent up three harty cheers, And pursued 0\1r 
11::i.Y• SUNDAY 15• At. daylight we had a shower or rain. To-day the advanced pard 
of Ogle and rlobisont•s train arrived at th~ mines The first house we come tc is 
c~Ued Johnston's Ranch: he;.;z-o we round a preacher giving the mltners a a9l'W>n of 
~ne scorching kind. The landlord had packed the bottles till to one end of the 
t. !b~o, to make rocm. for the Bible and hymn book. This arrangement played the duce 
wit., the miners, for the old man was pretty windy, and the miners beeome very dry 

but the landlord ,\l'ould not let then have a. darned drap till . the Sacment was over. 



(18) But to do the miners justice,they de not lrm?'k or tbe Sabbath DaY; that is, 
they don't dig.,but just go prospecting,and but their provisions ror the next week 
About 5 o•cloch we reached the upper end of Hangtown.,ahd there Hie k Thomae came -
up to me and took me by surprise. He and George live in a shanty and have a store, 
here we all lodged all night; this is the first roof I have lain under since Salt 

, • Lake ,and it rained hard this night At this time George is very sick. Hangtom ia 
quite a place, it is three miles long from one extrme to th other.,the houses arc 
smalland built along a deep-hollow.,with the streets .,running with the ravine,are . 
very crooked.,which makes j..t a bad looking place.,but there is a great deal of bus• 
iness done here. 16th- lhe boys got some tools and went to IR:>rk to try theirluck 
I went dolffl town, where I round a rnan.,just going to the city.,and I gave him five 
dollars to let me ride with him. He was a Yorker ., and on the road he gave me some 
good ideas ,he having been in the country ~ .r a year., We out up at night at a 
tavern where we got a good supper, and for the firfst time since I left; Salt Lake 
had a "'10man to cook and wait on the table. We paid a. dollar each tor our meals and 
I laid on the noor. 17th- Arter a good breakfast( as good biscuit as I ever ate) 
We: started on to the city. We passed many taverns on the road, made of rough 
boards., covered with canvas .. miserable hard looking places tor the rai.l,J season. . 
About sunset we arrived at the far famed city or Sacramento,and it is a great place 
18th- After a hard nights rest, for which I paid a doll.al'., I got up and started . 
down to see the town. Isaw here.,for the first tim9s0Jnething like a ship with · a · . 
number cf other different looking crart.s and vessels, Arter I got some breakfast• 
I thought! would try the post office.,and went round and and set down by the winfow 
to wa1i.t until it was open., thinking I was the first man. Arter sitting there one 
hour, the oi'fie opened and another man said he was· r~t. So I had to go back to 
the tail end 0£ the line, that had gathered.,whieh · wa.s some thirty yarils long 
·and Wait two hours longer. My turn CaJlle at last· and l rowid some lettere. I went. 
next to the stock market.,~ere I saw atleast ten men selling at one time,at auction 
horses, mules.,ca.ttle,also wagons and all kinds or property • . The traders on the 
road told us that the wagons were not worth anything but I found them selling • 'fraa 
one hundred to one hundred at1d fifty dollars. I next went out to look round the 
operations at the ga:r!"l# bouses,which are carried on largely. Money is plenty here 
andbets run from ten cents to ten thousand dellars;he~e the ladie5 have their • 
seats at the table.,aand bet with as much ease as the greatest black-legs;her.e I 
have seea a ladY loose all her money she had,and then bet the ring off her !inger, 
with which she won a small pile. They- are mostly MeXi.l:mn women but there are some 
Chinese and Americans. I haw now made a trip over the plains,and am at my jour
neys end. I have seen the elephant,all over. I hAve seen more sickness,suftering,! 
pain, sorrow- and death within the last four months, than I even expected to see in 
my life,.ir I should livethree score and ten I have seen a great number ot stout 
men., some of my traveling companions, tall arotn1d me• l~e . leaves in the winter-. I 
I have seen the fathe:.. .. and husband die.,while gathered arond. him his poor help
less family1 far from their homes and l'amilies,with famine ataring them in the race 
I have seen him die ->far f:rom the wife and child:een he lov~d,and his only wish was 
to seem before he died. I have seen father,son and brothex- s~ot down by the · 
merciless sa,,age,. and their bodies lery·_.-o blister in the SunlJ!(t,il found and buried 
by the hand of s:brangers. I have seen the grave or the man oot Ei~,,enty, and the 
corpse of the child three years old. I have seen men left. by the Bi-:!.'! of the 
road to did,without a friend to give them a cup of water; and there th~y haVI.'! died 
and strangersha"":,. ci)vered their bodies- I have rhe man who was used to plenty at 
home, starving for bread. I have seen intimatse friends .quarrel and fight.,and 
father ahd son separate ~Tith bitt.er angry feelings towards each other. I have seen 
man, who at home., was trying tc save men's souls by preaching,sending his o,vn to 
hell, by drinking and swea?'ing. All this I have seen .,and much more that never can 

' he told. Suffering in the way is not all;numbers get here.,within sight of the 
promised land,and then, like old Hooes,bow their heads and die,after sacrificing 
all that was dear on earth They have sacrificed home,friends,and property and 
after a long and soul-tryi.1,g journey have laid down flld died; and :instead oa 
digging tor geld.,some one digs a hole to cover their dead bodiea.. Al]. thei.1'" 
hopes and .f'ond anticipations go down to t..b•ir graft with U}em. 
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{l.9) 11FAPdfrm their .homes, they :3le_ ep in death: u 
Kin •Y·~enas w-ill.-ne er bmcrace tnem more 

. . . 

as to theeountey,. er the ncrthem part through which I have seen, there is noth:ing 
desirable about it,.exeept, the gold ~mjch appears plenty but hard t& get on 
account of it being acatte?-ed aver the country. You may dig up a pan fu 11 of 
along the ravines ,and you will get some gold in .it even then you <-;et six or 
eighi:.t dollars a day,. As for living in this countey.,it is too po~ tor man,beast .ot 
the devil. The hills are so poor and parched up that they can scarcely ho1d up 
the rocks on their tops. I was read.inf Henry CJ.aY• s spach, on the l.3th of March 
last., on his compromise Bill in which he expressed the opinion that the imigrants 
to ·California, like those to Louusiaa, will in ninty cases out or a hundred become 
permanent citzens. If ClaY were to come out here he would take that back, tor 
it ·appears to me that he just as well link heaven and hell .in the aame speech, 
as Louisiana and California. l have never seen a man yet, among all the vase 
Cl'!owd that are here.,who thinks ot remaining longer than .he can make a raise; 
a.?l.d all that e-:>m.e ask is enough to go home on. 
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