MEB - ¥D 1-4  Blliott Coues, Lewis & Clark Expedition,
Garrison Reservoir 1893, Vole I, KY, pp. 261=26l.
to Fort Stevenson

261

262

April 9th. (180L). We set off es soon &3 it was light, and proceeded five
miles to breakfast, passing a low ground on the south, covered with groves of
cottonwood. At the distance of six miles we reached on the north a hunting-camp
of Minnetarees, oonsisting of 30 lodges, built in the usual form of earth and
timber. Two miles and & quarter further comes in on the same side Miry creek,l3
a small stream about ten yards wide, which, rising in some lakes near the Mouselk
ér Souris/ river, passes through beautiful Jevel fertile plains without timber,

a direction nearly southwest, the banks near its entrance being steep and
rugged on both sides of the Missouri. Three miles above this creek we came to
& hunting-party of Minmefarees, who had prepared & park or inclosure, and were
waiting the return of the antelope. These animals, which in the autumn retire
for food and shelter to the Black mountains during the winter, reoross the
river at this season of the year, and spread themselves through the plains on
the north of the Missouri. We halted, (p. 180) smoked a short time with the
Minnetarees, and then proceeded on through handsome plains on each side of the
river, and camped at the distance of 23} miles on the morth side.l® The day
was clear and pleasint, the wind high from the south; but it afterward ohanged
to a western steady breese.

The bluffs which we passed to-day are upward of 100 feet high, cémposed
of a mixture of yellow clay and sand, with many horizonta] strata of carbonated
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wood resembling pit-coal, from one to five feet in depth, scattered through the
bluff at different elevations, some as high as 80 feet above the water. The
hills along the river are broken, and present every appearance of having been
burned at some former period; great quantities of pumice-stone and lava=--or
rather earth, whioch seems to have been boiled and then hardsned by exposure=--
being eeen in many parts of these hills, where they are broken and washed down
into gullies by the rain and melting snow,

A great number of brants pess up the river; some of them are perfectly white,
except the large feathers of the first joint of the wing, which are black,
though in every other characteristic they resemble common gray brant. We also
saw but could not procure an animal that burrows in the ground, and is similar
in every respect to the burrowing-squirrel, except that it is only onekthird
of its size. This may be /Ts/ the animal whose works we have often seen in the
plains and prairies; they resemble the labors of the salamander /Neomys tuza/
in the sand-hills of South Carolina and Georgia, and like him the animals rarely
come above groufid; ¥hey consist of a little hilloock of ten or twelve pounds of
loose ground, which would seem to have been reversed from a pot, though no
aperture is seen through which it could have been thrown. On removing gently
the earth, you discover that the soil has been brokem in a cirole of about an
inch and a half diameter, where the ground is looser, though still no opening
is perceptible. When we stopped for dinner the squaw went out, and after pene-
trating with (p. 181) & sharp stick the holes of the mice /Eophers/, near some
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drift-wood, brought to us a quantity of wild ertichokes, which the mice collect
and hoard in large numbers. The root is white, of an ovate form, from cne to
three inches long, and generally of the sire of a man's finger, and two, four,
and sometimes six roots are attached to a single stalk. Its fiavor as well as
the stelk which issues from it resemble those of the Jerusalem artichoke, ex=-
cept that the latter ie much larger. A larger beaver was osught in a trap last
night, and the mopquitoes begin to trouble us,

VNow Snake Creek, quite near the boundary betreen Molean and Stevens Cos.j}
R. Bourbeuse (miry, muddy, like Vaseuse) of some French maps. This is the only
oreek from the north or east which the text yields anywhere along here., Clark's
map, 181, and Lewis' too, 1806, have two, the upper and larger of these being
the Miry or "Mirey." Lewis D 12 has: "N. 20 W. to the mouth of Miry creek
stard. side, passing a emall run and & hill ocalled Snake den.” Here is the
first of these creek; aleo, the obvious origin of the modern name Snake for the
second of them. There ere in faot four, of which Spake or Miry in the second,
and the fourth is called Douglass; between the third and fourth is Fort Steven-
son., See next two notes.

Withe Mouse or Souris river is the i&rgest tributary of the Ked river of
the North in the Unibed SteSes, joining the Assiniboin in Manitoba, the
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single river thus formed emptying into the Red river at a point where the latter
is crossed by the Cansdian Pacific R. R. The course of Mouse river is inter-
esting. It heads wholly in the British possessions (morth of L9°), west of
105° W. long., runs toward the L9th persllel (northerm border of the United
States), which it crosses near 1030 30%*, runs in the United States nearly to
103° long., recrosses L9¢ lat., then courses north of and nearly parallel with
L9° W. let. to sbout 102° W. long., when it again crosses L9° lat., re-entering
the United States, strikes south and seems sbout to seek the Missouri. It is
"bluffed of f* however, by the Coteau du Missouri, representing & general eleva-
tion of 2,000 feet, and separating the Missouri watershed from that of the

Bed river. Thus the Mouse river mekes a long loop into North Dakota, and re-
turns upon itself, once more recrossing the perallel of [OON. lat., at about
1010 W. long., west of Turtle mountein, and so on to its junction with the
Assiniboin, at & town celled Mllford, in Meanitoba. The southernmost point in
the bight of this loop is in MeHenry Co., about N.E. of Fort Stevenson on the
Kissouri, the future site of which the Fxpedition is now approaching.

15Here the Expedition is past the present site of Fort Stevenson, on the
north (left) bank of the Missouri, in Stevens Co. (see last two notes.) This
fort was flouriszhing in 1873, in the sautumn of which year I cam down from the
L9th parallsl eslong Mouse river, by an easy wagon road to Stevemson, and thence
along the north side of the Missouri to Bismerock.
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